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RULES,

1.—That the Society shall be called the *“CocHIN CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE.”

2.—That the object of the Chamber shall be to promote a friendly feeling
amongst the Mercantile Community of this Port, to collect and record infor-
mation on all matters of mercantile interest, more especially in connection
with the Malabar Coast, to exert itself in obtaining the removal of all
acknowledged grievances, and to advance by all means within its power the
common good, to receive reference from, and to arbitrate between, parties
willing to abide by the judgment and decision of the Chamber, and to form a
Code of practice to simplify and facilitate transactions of business.

3.—That all European firms established not less than three years in Cochin
be eligible as Members on payment of entrance fee and on signature of the
Rules and Regulations in the manner hereinaiter prescribed.

s 4.—That firms wishing to become Members must be duly proposed,
seconded, and balloted or voted for : a majority of two-thirds being l’c(lulblte
for election.

~—  5.—That voting by proxy be not allowed.

6.—That the entrance fee of each firm, or individual shall be Rs.350.

7.—That the Chamber reserves to itself the power of expelling any of its
Members, the same to be decided on at a General Meeting by a majority of
three-fourths of the Members present.

8.—That the majority of firms constituting the Chamber be deemed
sufficient to form any General Meeting, only one Member of each firm to
count in voting, although two or more may be present.

9.—That, if in the opinion of a majority- Iﬂt/hmm\ Member has

not conformed to the Regulations oi thfe Chamber, or has beer, uilty of any

conduct likely to reflect detrlmeafal{y on the Chamber, such a l\ﬁmber shall
be requested to resign and thereupon cease to be a Member. |
i

oh '0.—That th s and/unds of the Chamber shall be mandgcd by a
vs Chairman and=a a Commltte;é of 3 including an Honorary Secretary. This
Commlttee “will report to the Chamber from time to time as required.

.
/ —That the Chairr
; - Members of the Chamb

by Members of the Con

an and Committee Members be appomted by the
from among themselves and the Houorar\ Secretary
nittee from among themselves. ‘

mittee shall meet for the purpose of tranb(vding business
at such times as may guit their convenience, but not less often thanlonce amonth.
The Proce edings at such Meetings shall be recorded in a Minute Book to be
kept in the office of the Chamber, and shall be open to thé inspection of all
Members subject to such Regulations as the Chamber may make with regard
thereto.




6

18.—That a General Meeting of the Chamber shall be held at least once in
every year and shall be either ordinary or special and shall be held as may be
considered convenient or necessary for the despatch of business.

14.—That an Annual General Meeting shall be held as soon aiter the
completion of the Report referred to in Rule 16, as is practicable.

15.—That the Committee shall be bound to call a General Meeting on
receiving a requisition to that effect signed by two firms—all notices of motions
to be put forward to be supplied to individual Members three days before the

Meeting.

16.—That an Annual Report be drawn up of the Proceedings and, upon
being approved of, be printed and circulated.

-17.—That all references made to the Chamber for their opinion be subject-
ed to a minimum charge 6f Rs.20, to be increased at the Chamber’s discretion
if the Chamber sees right; which amounts are to be carried to the funds of
the Chamber. 3

18.—That all proposals to change Tonnage Scale should be intimated to

the Members of the Chamber in writing at least one month before they come

up for discussion, and that all notices ‘of Meetings should state the business
“which is to be transacted thereat.

19.—The above Rules are only to be added to or altered by a majority of
the Members of the Chamber.

-
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: A SURVEY REPORTS AND ARBITRATION
AWARDS.

Whereas it has been répresented to the Cochin Chamber of Con{merce t‘hm
it is desirable to give Survey Reports and Arbitration Awards an official
character, the following Rules (in which the word “ Arbitrator” includes
* Surveyor ) have been passed by the Chamber for the attainmént of that
end :(—

Rule I.—Certain gentlemen; who haye 1)(_.(,1] nominated and unanimously
elected by ballot by the Lummltt(,e of the Chamber, shall be appointed
Arbitrators to the said ‘Chamber 6f Commeree ; but the.Chamber reserves the

right of C'mceHmO' the first and all future appomtment&.’ by a majority of votes
of the Committee of the (,hambe.\r by ballot

Rﬂe 1I.—Referenees ?&Chamber_émay be made—

(1)sdt bdraﬁ o a-contract state their willingness in writing
to abide by the dee\,;blo Arbitrator selected by the Committee from the

_above list, or subqeﬁo‘é' tdqqnons/héretd

% = (2) Ifone ()/l\. p’\mexto a C(ml‘fract state-in writing that one of the
“conditions of the L(,\"Itl"dCl /dl‘-‘-pllte be that a retcrence lleq by him to the
Chamber of Cnmmeru:, \*

Rule 1II.—No “\l'i)ltl’lt()f shall adjudicate in a matterin thch he or_his
loyers are interested, and 'no two Arbitrators connected with the same
firm shall be selected to settle any dispute.

Rule IV.—The Chairman shall select the Arbitrators in rotation from the
authorised list, subject to the prpvlslous of Rule [11.

Rule V.—One or more Arblfrators shall be appomted for the r»ettlemfznt of

aclg matter under reference, according to the wishes of the person or persons

referring the question to-the Chamber. In the event of no special number of
_ Arbxtrators being agreed to, one ouh shall be appointed.

Rule VI. —The names of Arbmators shall not be made known to any
persons whatever, except as provided in Rule X VIII.

Rule VIL.—The approved list of Arbitrators under these Rules shall be
circulated annually, or whenever qsked for, to all Members of the Chamber, and o
shall be supplied to any party appl\'ui«* for the same.

Rule VIIL.—Before any Arhltratlon shall be entertained a deposit of Rs.16
for each Arbitrator, and Rs.16 for an Umpire (in case the number of Arbi-
trators asked for be an even number ), and Rs. 16 for the Chamber of
Commerce for each contraet, together with the value of stamp under Act [ of
the Indian Stamp Act, 1879, reqmred on the Award, shall be made with the
Chairman. Fees not expended will be returned to the depositor.

In cases where neither of the parties to the application shall be Subscribing
Members of the Chamber of Commerce, the fees payable shall be doublé-those
mentioned in the preceding part of this Rule, and the said enhanced fees shall
‘be divided equally between the Arbitrators and Umpire of the one part and the
Chamber of Commerce of the other part,
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Rule IX.—As soon as possible after applying for Arbitration under the -
Chamber’s Rules, each of the parties shall submit in writing a statement of the
matter in dispute; the original of such statement shall be signed, but for the
use of the Arbitrator the parties shall submit an unsigned copy of their state-
ments.

A joint statement may be signed and sent in, but with unsigned,copy
thereof. :

The original contract, or an attested copy, must accompany every reference.

Rule X.—In the event of the Arbitrators not being able to come to a
decision by a majority of votes, the Chairman shall request the next Arbitrator
on the list to act as Umpire to decide the matter, and his decision shall be ﬁnal
and need not nece';qanlv agree with that of either of the Arbitrators.

Rule XI.—Arbltrfuors and Umpires shall have ‘the nght to call for such
evidence as they may deem necessary, but shall not have the right to take the
apinion or assistance of Attorneys or Counsel. : :

Rule XIIL.—Arbitrators and Umpires shall, as far as possible, support their

__Awards by a statement of the reasons upon which th e may be founded.
Rule XIIL.-—If the seller shall have offered ’Ji’?ll“lqwaml"e equal to, or more
than, the allowance granted by the Arbitratol then the whole cost of the
Survey or Arbitration shall fall on the buyer.’ e buyer have offered to.
accept an allowance equal to or less than the allowance decided by the
Arbitrator, then the whole cost of the Survey or 1l rhitration shali fall upon the
seller. Ifthe Arbitrator awards no allowance, the whole cost of the Arbitration
shall fall on the buyer. In all other cases the Award shall state which of the
parties to the Arbitration is liable for the payment of the Arbitration fees.

Rule XTV.—All decisions shall be submitted ingvriting to the Chairman
who shall then, without disclosing the names of the Arbitrators, communicate .
the result to the parties concerned. :

Rule XV.—A record of all Arbitrations shall be kept in the office of the
Chamber of Commerce, and shall be open at all times to the inspection of
Members of the Chamber ; but such record shall not disclose the names of the
parties concerned in such Arbitrations.'”

-

*

Rule XVI.—Both the parties to an Arbitration shall, on application, be
entitled to receive from the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce a certified
copy of the Award under his signature. For each copy of such certificate a fee
of Rs.3-8 shall be payable to the Chamber of Commerce.

Rule XVIIL.—The insertion of a clause is recommended in all contracts

2 made with dealers to the effect that in the event of any dispute, the parties to

the contract agree to abide by the decision of an Arbitrator, or Arbitrators,

appointed by the Chamber of Commerce under its Rules for Survey Reports

and Arbitration Awards ; but it is decided that the insertion of such clause is

optional, and that Members of the Chamber are in no way bound to submit

disputes to Arbitration under these Rules in the absence of such clause in their
agreements with dealers.

Rule XVIIL.—Should parties to an Arbitration require the attendance of
the Arbitrator in a suit pending in the law Courts in which an Award of the
Chamber is to be produced in evidence, the Chairman is authorised to give the
name of such Arbitrator upon receipt of a requisition by either party stating
that it is for that purpose only that the information is desired,

<
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.

Rates of Agency and Commission and other

Customs of this Port.

As revised and adopted by the Chamber at a Meeting held on 9th [uly,

with effect from 1st July, 1890.

On the total amount of payments and receipts of an ac-
count, excepting sums on which a higher Commission
has been previously charged, and sums paid for BRill of
Exchange on England drawn by the Agent.

- On purchasing and selling Bills of Exchange

On subscription to Government loans, purchasing, sellmg,
transferring, or Lxchangmg Public Securities and Bank
Shares

On obtaining enfacemeut of Government Promls%or) Nou.s

On delivering up Public Securities or lodgmor them in any
of the Public Offices

On negotiating or renewing a loan or cash credlt at the
Bank of Madras, o: clsewhere

- On receiving and dehvermg prlvate commissions of Good‘;
and Merchandise : 7

On charge of House property and collectlon of Rentt:
On letters of credit granted

On the management of Estates for Executorq or Admlms-
trators, or on becoming!security for Administrators

On debts, when process of Law or Arbitration is necessary ...
If recevered by such means ...-

On Bills of Exchange, Notes, &c,, diqhonoured

On overdue debts collected

On all sales or purchases of Goods
With the following exceptions :—

On Houses, Lands, and Ships
On Diamonds, Pearls and Jewellery
On Treasure and Bullion

On all Goods and Merchandise withdrawn, shipped or
delivered to order

On all other descriptions of Propert) for sale, 1t w llhd]’d\\ 1)

or otherwise disposed of by the owners
On Goods transferred to Auction or Commission S'llequn
On investing Proceeds of Sales in Goods

On guaranteeing Sales, Bills, Bonds, Contracts for GOO(I\
or other I“ngdgemenla -

On Ship’s disbursements

On Ship's disbursements, when on Outward Commission
on Freight or Passage money is earned

On Chartering ‘ShlpC- or engaging Tonnage for other pames

On the amount of the Freight or Passage money earned by
Ships, by charter or otherwi ise, whether the same shall
pass through the Agent’s hand or not

When the commission of 2} per cent. on lhﬁbmnrd F rmqht
paid at Home or in Cochin, does not in the case of
Steamers vid the Suez Canal exceed Rs.100. then that
sum shall be charged.

On effecting Insurance, whether on Lives or Property
2

Per Cem.

Hali.
One.

Hali.
One-eighth.

Hali.
Half.

Twoand-a-half.
Five.
One.

Two and-a-half.
Do.

Five.

One.
Two and-a-half.
Five.
Twoand-a-halt.

Do.
One.

{ Half Commis-
sion.

Two and-a-hali.

Two and-a-half.
Do.

Five.

Two and-a-half

Five.

Two and-a-half.

¥
¥
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Per Cent
On settling Insurance, claims, losses and averages of all
; classes, whether in Lives or Property and on recoveries

of returns of Premium ... ... Two and-a-half.
On negotiating Bottomry or Re:pondenm B ond Do.
On attending the delivery of Contract Goods ... s L o),
On receiving Passage Money by ships entered inwards O
On realizing Freights ... Two and-a-hali.
On arranging and superintending the transhipment of

Cargo on the amount of Freight so re-engaged e e
On the management of Vessels chartered elsewhere for the

conveyance of Coolies or Troops on -amount of passage

money . Two and-a-half,
For acting in the capacity of Trustee on the income of the

Trust Fund ... Do.
On landing and re- shlppmg Good‘; from any Vessel in

distress, or on landing and selling by auction damaged

Goods from any such Vessel and acting as Agent for

the Master on behalf of all concerned on the declared

value of all such Goods as may be re-shipped and on

the nett proceeds of all such Goods as ma} be publlcly

sold - Do.
Brokerage on freight entfaged = oHalk
On receiving and transhipping Goods = ... Rs.2 per ton.

When the Freight is payable in sterling, the commission shall be calculated on
the sterling amount at the following rates for Bank Bills, viz., at the rate
tfor six months’ sight Bank Bills when the Freight is by sailing ships, and
at the rate for three months’ sight Bank Bills when by steamer.

ships leaving the Port in ballast which have been consigned inward upon
the English nett registered tonnage, 6 annas per ton.

On steamers leaving the port in ballast, which have been consigned inward
upon the English nett register tonnage, 8 annas per ton.

On ships leaving the Port in ballast, which have been consigned inward and
outward upon the English nett registered tonnage, 12 annas per ton.

On steamers leaving the Port in ballast, which have been consigned inward
and outward upon the English nett registered tonnage, Re.1 per ton.

When the amount on which commission is payable is stated in Rupees, the

O1

=

commission shall be calculated in that currency, and when in sterling, at -

the rate provided for under the Rule which fixes the rate * on procuring
Freight.”

With respect to a steamer or sailing vessel partially discharged which does not
return to this Port for cargo on her homeward voyage, the rate shall be 8
annas a ton on every ton discharged, provided the total amount exceeds
Rs.100, failing which Rs.100 shall be charged.

The conversion into Indian currency of sterling freight payable in India shall,
unless otherwise stipulated, be made at the rate tor Bank Bill on London
payable on demand ; and the rate ruling at the close of a Mail shall be the*
rate applicable to such purpose during the subsequent week.

Brokerage on a forward contract shall be payable on the completion of the
transaction.

That Rs.2 per shipping toun is a fair and legitimate rate of Commission for the
receiving and shipping of Merchandise on which there is no charge, but for

 the simple cost of transhipping.

That it shall be considered the custom of this port that no return commission
is payable on Freight engaged for firms out of Cochin, it being open of
course to Agents to make their own arrangements with shippers.

Two and-a-half per cent. commission on Bills of Lading Freight at par of
exchange is payable on shipments by sailing vessel to L, (m(]on but no such
return on shipments to Continent and America nor on cargo per steamers,
























































































































































































































































































