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M T8, #i8h with littls were hib

judgment true
Nature is! frugal and her wants

are feﬁ- ‘

1T Wealth and Vedanta are mseparable.

Very many are  under a miseoncep-
tion that Vedanta is a speculative thé-

oretical spiritual science: which is not of"

much use in practical Tife. But asa mabter
of fact material prosperity 1s 1mpossible

unless our life is in ‘accordance with

“Vedantie teachings. It will be géer'in the
“sequel that the quantum: of; otir' material

:
prosperiby is in proporfion- to the acaept-‘

ance of Vedantie principles in. our  dail
life. A close study of ' Vedanta Wﬂl

Lonvince any one that it is an:unalloyed
oeean of infinite practical wisdoms It will
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b found to be an ceean of coneciousness in
which (1) ' Intelligence (2) Reasoning
faculty (3) Prudence (4) Keen memory (5)
Tact (6) Concentration (7) Determination
and will (8) Comprehensive grasp (9) Seli-
satisfaction (10) Edueation (11) Training
(12) Tnsight (13) Tnspiration (14) Intuition
(18) Oceultism (16) Statesmanship (17)
Belf reliance (18) Self respect (19) Self-
sacrifice (20) Belf-culture (21) Moral
cotrage (22) Up-rightness (93) Self-control
(24) Presence of mind (25) Modesty (26)

« Nobility (27) Huthtisiasm, (28); Clearness

(”?I) Cleverness (30) Honesty (31) purity

of heartand (32) Similar qualificentions

- are like meve pdrops. ~ Vedic wisdom

extends far above intellectal expansion
mﬁmtﬂly and it is the unlimited eondition

* which ; is revealed by the Vedanta, The
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earlier portion of the Vedas aims at the
purification of the mind to prepare the
intellect to generate a calm atmosphere for
the manufestation of the Self which
is an embordiment of unalloyed eternal

supreme bliss. The final teachings being -

in the end they are called Vedanta or the

end of the Vedas.. Being eternal revel-
ations they are not tainted with the

defects of the human brain and heart so the
teachings of Vedanta are perfectly re-

liable. They help us in eschewing ourp.

pain and miserey aiLOWethel ané - the :
balanee in us will be Brahmanandam or

eternal bliss, - In spite of such value for ’ :

Vedanta the so-called Educated people are |
afraid of it almost like 2 scorpion’s stmg
They go to the Extent of proclaiming

loudly that our material degradation ig

due to our over-attention paid to Vedauta

A
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or spiritual science. They have not lost
complete faith in the sastras and puranas
but still are so much clouded by the dis-
proportionate attention to the immediate
results that they invife intellectual short-
sightedness or even blindness. They forget
that Vyasa the author of Vedanta Sutras
/and Expounder of vedic wisdom is an
incarnation of Vishnu or Lakshmipati 1. e.
" lord of prosperity.  Vishna is the lord of
Bhumi and Lakshmi who are patent and
latent embodiments of prosperity- Vis-
hnu’s sudarsana is a symbol of his infinite
insight and wisdom. The word - Vishnu
which means all pervading shows that his
{wisdom is infinite in depth and Ex-
@ pancion.  Still Lakshmi or lordess of
prosperity who is Chanchala or fleeting
elsewhere is inseparable from Vishnu.
But this illustration will be of use only to
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those who have {dith in the bistoric valae
of Puranes which are real histories of the
seen and unseen worlds. We shall thers-

fote try to Establish the position by
means of reasoning.

. III Wealth and its cla.s1ﬁca.t10ns.

We hear very often people say'that he'is i
intellectually wealthy but materially poor"'“"‘
and vice versa. ‘SBome say that intell~
ectual poverty is mors ‘repulsive than
material poverty. So wa shall'do well to
analyse the literal and metaphorical <
meaning of the term iwealth.:  If el te~

rember the five-fold classification of the

human body and its eorrespendence with'
the world  constitution  the followmgi:*

parallels will be seen.

Miecrocosmic Macroscomic
(&) Phycical. - i:Health _ Material
: Prosperity

(B)ﬂ Astral Tt S;%réhgth | - Power

S
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(c) Meutal Purity of Morality
j heart.

(D) Intellectual Intellicence I

o Reasoning

PraaBs e > Satesmanship
Memory

- (®) Spiritual  Realisation Alfruism

Of these we are now going to study
the macrocosmic agpect of physical wealth
-which has béen named material prosperity

above. 'We often have heard that health
is wealth. Similary ull the above quali-
fications are essential to call a man really
wealthy in the sense that he has got all
-conditions of happiness. - It will not be

. forgotten that wealth is liked by most

people as it is believed to be an  embodi-
ment of all canditions of happiness. We
:shall confine “onrselves to the study of
material wealth and see how it is related
o vedie wisdom. *

b |
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IV Material Wealth.

Its evolution began from the
barter system in goods in cattle and took
the shape of money as a symbolic
meduim of exchange. Then the idea of
proprietorship in lands and negotiable
lnstruments were evolved. After-wards

credit also was included under the head- «

ing of wealth. " 86 (1) Groods (2) Money
(8) Negotiable instruments (4) Documents
under-taking liability (5) Lands and (6)

A
L

credis are all now regarded as etements of -

wealth. We shall next see how it is
earned.

V Inheritance or self-acquisition. :

Wealth is acquired either by inheritance
including devises, gifts &e. or by hard and
wise industry.” Those who know . the
principle of karma and the theory of

e
\
\‘si
\
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incarnation will know that both means are
identical as the former is only the result
of previous Karma. We do noft see the
immediate  relationship between the in-
dustry of the heir and the wealth inherited.
As " regards -self-acquisition there  are
dependent and independent means such ag
/,(1) Government service (2) ‘Other service
(3) Agriculture (4) mining’ (5) Industry
" other-wise (6) Trade and commerce in-
eluding brokerage (7) Legol profession (8)
Medical profession (Q)f Educational pro-
fession. (10) Missionary Enserprise.  In
all these methods of earning wealth i
;wiil not be difficult to see that the follow-
/ ing virtues are essential for success in the
attempt viz.
(1). Deep  insight - in otr work.
Corresponding to' Atmagnana or golf
realisation of thy Yedantin, |
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(2). Habit of loving eerviee corrcs-
ponding to Brahmananda or altruistic ser-
vice and bliss.

(8). Freedom from doubts corres-
ponding to Samsarahani or killing™ of
‘Samsara,

(1), Coniprehensive grasp and free-
dom from “eonfusion . correspending ' to
Agnana palayana or Running away of
ignorance,

(5). Feeling of responsibility and
Discharge of duty corresponding to krita
kribyata.

(6). Contentment or self satlsfa.ctlon
corressponding to Tripti.

(7). Uprightness in Lhouo‘hb Word
and deed corresponding to Adwa,lta.

; (8). Precaution against evil conse-
quenges corrosponding - to Dosha Drishti,

%

i
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7 (9)." Realisation of the ideal in our
‘work corresponding to - prapyaprapti Thus.
we see -that the conditions essential for

. the-aequisition of wealth and the realis-
ation of the supreme are identical, Thosc
conditions are called Antahkarana suddhi

ar purity of heart. *

J VI Wealth and ‘pﬁrity of heart.

We thus find that competency,
capacity and character are essential both
for wealth and sel:ﬁﬁreafliismien

Edward young says ~

f A eompetence is all we can enjoy
/" A competence is vital to content
Much wealth is copulence if nog disease,

The qualifications necessary for
punfymg the hearl are enumerated - in
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slokas 1 to 3, of the XVI' chapter of
Bhagavadgita. = They are called Daivi-
Sampat or Divine prosperity which is the
seed of material prosperity. They are as
follows :—

).
().
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(3). Comprehensive grasp
(4). Charity
(5). Belf control in action.
(6). Sacrifice :
(7). Study
(8). TUprightness
[ (9).~ Repentencs for wrongs
;  (10). Harmlessness
4 (11). Bonesty e
©  (12). Sweet temper -
(18). . Freedom from sensual craving
(14). Peace of mind
. (15). Hate of slander
(16). Philanthrophy
/ (17). Freedom from avarice
| (18). Gentleness
(19). Meekness
(20). Steadfastness
(21), Self respect
. (22),  Patience
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(2%).4Will power
(24). Simplicity and cleanliness
(25). Frdom from causing pain
and {(26). Modesty
- It'is alse said in the next sloka that
Go8e> eé%m &0 € zomu)
& Hows a_io«suaé,ammm
@1 EBWIM o nms\mommg
anlomctseomyele
(1) Hopocracy [2) Arrogance (3) Conceit
(4) Wrath (5) Harshnoss and (6). Ignor-

ance are obstacles to the means of acqair~

ing wealth.

Thus we see that the lessons {from
Vedas help us in laying the foundation: of
the root cause of wealth and its develop-
ment. If we see wealthy people without
‘these qualifications we may be Sure that

W
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their position is the result-of hasing had .

these qualifications before. Of course
these qualities take time to. unfold them-
selves as concrete wealth as we find,in the
case of all cultivation,  Any mistaken
hurry will be like the impatience of a

father who wanted his son to be a Dewan

in his infaney when the astrologer pre-
dicted that the child’s horoscope is such

.that he would become a Dewan.

- So far we have been considerinz

“the acquisition of wealth in the literal

sense. Non we shall study the elements
of metaphorical wealth. P

VII Metaphorical view of wealth.
There seéms to be a confasion of

‘ideas in the minds of persons who spoil
their health and rigk everything else .in
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their. enthusiasm to earn wealth, They
forget that after all wealth is only a
means t0 an end viz to bring about econdi-
tions of happiness. That is why sages
say “ Wealth may be a blessing or a curse
according to the use we make of the same,
Riches bring happiness only to people who
~use then for the good of others. In fact

the wealth in the whole universe is a fixed -

quantity. - It flows only in channels which
will lead it to the greatest use. So un-
less one makes himself as useful to others
a8 possible by exerting his utmost to
enhance their happiness he will not be a
channel for the current of prosperity. In
other words he will never be wealthy.  If
heis already wealthy by previoues virtues
and has relinguished a virtuous path,
‘Wealth also is bound to flow out of him
through  thieves, fire; litigations, - and
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extravagant living. We have further to
see that it is not in the quantum ~of
wealth that we are rich or poor but in a
combination of wealth and -contentment,

Goldsmith Says :—

P Fortune men_say, doth give tou
//] : "~ much to many
4 But yet she never gave enough

to any

- Let ne draw upon content for the
deficiencies of fortuna

We ought to remember that God

/ the manager of the world family is giving
us enough according to our necessities and
qualifications, So any idea of storing to
make wealth rot is against divine plan and
will not receive support from him. That

i8 why we find that ambitious men fiad
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¢ diffienity in earning, and preservation of
" Wealth,. They feel difficulty even in deter-
“ming how to make nse of if. 'We ought to
“bo careful not to become vain, Vanity is
sure to bring 6B a -luxurious habit and
uitimate loss of Wealth Thisg leads us fo
a,qtudy of tbe plocresg ‘of virties from
ecccnomlcs ;

AL N .u e S

VIII Vn‘tues unfolded through
love of wealth:

h-»h" i . o
.y"._. o

Love of wealth neneraﬁes thrift and

pelseverenet Gradually . prudence free=

dom' froin %assmcs attempt to make mind

_peaceful. and well- balanced are acqmre&
for the preserva.mon of wealth at first and
'ulmmately they: become habits, Then wa
“finid ag Bylon gaya- i %

s
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It'is a very good world we live i i .
To lend, or to spend, or o give in
B":lt to beg or to b01 row or get a man’s

. own
I* i Lhe very. warsh*wgrld that ever was
L known

#e
i~ ThUb We u.DCl Lh&t spiritual bliss’is

f,.’ only the spirit or Atma or heart of mater.
£ ia] prosperity. The ultimato cffect of both
is a combmatlon of =

R i) emamm Ezeeﬂom from pain and
_ b misery
< (b) &moa_ﬂ Sa.tlsfactmn &nd content~
; _ ‘ ; ment
(c) @m&gyymo:FeeHng of having dis-
T . charged one’s duty

and (d) o 2Jjegoat=Realisation of the
- ideal
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IX Vedantin alone is the really
rich man.

The above thoughts show why
Vidyaranyaswami says as follows when he
realised Vedantie teaehings in slokas 58 to
62 of the XIV prakarana of Pauchadesi

WemM)|0000 WA)9a00 Gﬂ@o \ :
N7I0ERIMNe ERERILIBAE 2]
WHID 9a00 WAM|oa0s GaJ20
mama@som\amq‘g@o

Wem) 9300 WHMJOa0s G-alo
aLIaVIN) o mo.ﬂaamed
Wem)da0s WHA)Ia00 mu_IaY)
ERVEDIMWo A8 Mo &_0ali
WM 2000 WM ya00 amimo(_{)a'
owmd\ga@ &%) om1) @d
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s " aoellmoe acellao ZoWo.

I am wealthy now only

as T realise my self and as I enjoy supreme
bliss

I am wealthy now only
as I do not feel the miseries of life
and as I am free from ignorance which
has fledjsome where,

I am wealthy now only
las there is no further necessity for any
pxertion, [have got all that I want,
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L am wealthy now only M
as [ do not' find anything in the world,

‘Which can satisfy me. as thisurealisation
of Vedantic lessons has done. Therefore

Iam indescribably wealthy. o
Oh how ccmp]ﬂte]y vxrtues are rewa.rd-

ed in this Umverse of justice.

Therefore it is abundantly clear tha.ﬁ ﬁ
our degeneration in material velfare'is dua
0 our neglect of the study af.JIefIanta _
which leads to Brahmandam. ' BSiE

Om Tat Sab.
e .,‘.. FP“‘P\-,[
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