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‘  Mr. 8. Paramesward Aiyar, M, A., B. L., M. R, A 8.,
"}famnl!quy known as Ullur Parameswara Aiyar, ‘needs no in-
troductmn to the reading publm of the *West Coast. He
e immneg of an old and loyal family, many of whose members
~ bave, m the past, faithfolly served their Sovereign and State,

Oneof hm ancestors carried the historieal note of apology from

Mahara]a Bala Rama Varma to the camp of Celonel St.

Leger —a fact mlentioned in Welsh’s Military Reminiscences.

- Pagg@.egwan Alyar s father, the late Assistant Inspecior Subra-*
manya Aiyar, yv_as & Sanskrit-gcholar of eminence, a persuasive
speaker, and a piogeer of Ve,mazu__lqr. education in Nerth
Tra.va.ncore. i

- Paramnswa,ra Aiyar was bornand btought up at Ohaqgana-
cherry, my birth-place. He received- his early - Sanskrit edu-

dation from my late lamented cousin, Ravi Vaema-of Lakshmi-

puram, a Pound Sanskrib scholar and oné of the greatest of. -
odem Malayahm poets. Scarcely was the pupil 14, when

f “the preceptot Wtotvmngratulating him:—

3} : “Oﬂuﬂafxy uﬂ@omdo&:; AU AT WO

- adlana ot @80 2@a3Memacd
- ER@ V@0 allg@e av8% 8o
' : ea,@osg)«u’}am aiao) oﬂaunu’]a a0o,”

i
This prophe Z7oas been a.mply fulfilled. Parameswara Azyar
- ‘had a brilliagt academic career.. He was the favourite pupil
o ,of “the laﬁe Mr. Boyle who used to giveg him record marks in

e aféa, taking Sanskrit for his second language, and was.
. _g‘?rap&nug fox: M A in Enghsh Ltterature, “when, at the in

o

;7\-2."' : SN e

nglish, He passed the B, A. Degree Examination in"the first™
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stance o! sone of us. he uhanged it !or"Mala’yalam andr‘!!n
" in which languages no one hal"fill then passed the’ hlghest

 Examination in Arts, He wag the first M A& B L. in the ;?

- - Btate service, where his carear _hasg been, go far, umvetaally
+  admired, The Iate Me. 'II‘ Raiaram Rao, officiating Dawa‘n h
; wribten of hin: "He hes given good prooi of his comma.n_
over the Enghsh Bangnuae He is & young man of brught
- parts and destined some day to shine well in the world”
while the late Mr. %a,nkam Pﬂlal, Dewan Peishcar, has record
ed: L can bea.r ample teshmony to the sound and pmchcal

‘w‘_w‘ B

A common sené’e, stncﬁ integrity and ea.rnesh ‘devot:dn e

== fo duty.‘ which have hitherto charactemsa& hlS»- careor -

a8 8 public servant and made ita greals suceess and whieh e
prom:se of 3 brighter career in future.” T know that, in every

. _gratitude and affectior.  His unofficial caresr haskeen equally
 suceessful. He is an earnest student of Tiiterature:and History.
'-"er granslation of “Mayurasandesa” and other Engt:sh poeMs.

were grea.tely admired by the late Mr. R. Ci Dubt, and show.
perfeet msﬂtery ha holds owver Enohsn rhyme, while his

> numerous pemphlets on South Indian ngﬁgry. such as “Tra. -

pbh of bis historieal -

learnmg While only 2 head clerk, he was appointed by the
. Government as one of the three members of the “Hisborical
?"p Relics Preservation Committse.”. Pm:ama&wam A*yar has been
= ~—_chief Examiner to the Unwersxty in Malayalam for'the past so
many years, amd His Highness the Maharaja has been grasiously
plemsed to: presen!; him with a golden Vivasrinkhala ™ reeogni-

tion" of hls talents, The two miost admirable frams about,

vancore and Vijayanagar”. ﬂlustrate tHe dep

station he has worked, heis _remembq:;e_d‘ Dby the people with

Parnmeswara Aiyar are the rangs of his knowledgs amd the
. ~  tenacity of his memory. The stockof first=hand information %.-

e al

~ that he possesses int _diverse dlrg;chon\s is really. marvelloua .5

whale, in the dim and shppery ﬁelds of early Malabar h;e ry

g
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-sod early Wfala.yalam Qtetamre, *h@is mhtiy reo'a.rded a3 an

; authomty by scholars, As a’V[&tsyhhm posb, scholar aad oritic,

“ T need hardly say that Parameswara Alyat stands in the very
=k %igtefront of the literary men of the West Coast, while, ‘as
- s‘eaker in Mala.ya.lam, he ha3 hardly any rivals. ~ His'works
> sucn a8 Vanchzsagvttz, Su;atodvaha and Nercha mark him out

a8 a-poet of the hxghest order, while his edition of the Aranya
Kandw of _Kmmassa, Ramayana shpws the depth -of = his”

'sch'c;larship in the language. His writings have, to a large |

" extent, Jwbrt responsible for raising Ma!ayaiam Vorse to the -

:levei of sanskrif poetry,

e ~fut ﬁhé work thaf is now presenfed $o the public, the
= Ma/mkuvya by D106 Umakamlam, is no doubt the Magnunm
~ Opus of Parames wara Aiyar, The poam consists of 19 cantos,

= Tha argumem iz simple and bneﬂy thts.-WIaham]a Aditya .

" Varma who ruled over Venad in the middle of the 95h contary

~ of¥he Mshla,ba.r era Was & weak and inefficien{ ruldr. He hada -

" fair daughter by name Kalyani-and . & young minister namad
Ravi Varmgn Tampan.  Kalyani and -Ravi Varms fali inlove

. union. Buk the c‘&'ﬂ’rse of true love never runs smooth and
‘ the local baross, well-Enowik in memcox:a History by the
_name of Btéuvitkil Pritamar; sow sesis of suspicion in the mind

- of thesoversiga againsé hig t_rgste.d and valiant miniséer, One
s of thege mem sels fira to &he palace ‘of the Mahamja, and
Ravi Varma cahches the miscreant in the very act of the

; mxschxef ar’"puts him ko deatb. . By an ingenious conirivancs,

L,

7 hcweVar, the Pillamar suceed in making thy king believe

i biiag the jncendiarism io queskion-was the work of the minister
.\ and get him bLanished from the connbry, Lhe bargas, having
1 gamad thaie obga;ii; poisla iha »J..«bhawa. aad Rymsnamydam,

2 the most noﬁot:oua of them. mn:ders five of §he miant gons |

_with gach other and,. the Maharaja gives his assent to their - '



A- . ‘ ,\Q.
of Umayamma Raai, who sngozeds the Mahav:ala torthe thtoue.
In the mean time, the nephew of the baron who geb fire to
the palace makes love o Kalyam and, having failed in his

object, tries to carry her BWAY. A Moghul Sirdar who i invag 21

-

Travancore af the time sees this, The minister huneelf % tlves :

ab the spot $o offeet the rescueof his beloved but the Sirdar
kxlis the Baron and abducts the heroine. The B.am then .sends
Ravi Varma to Kott.ay_am in British Malabar toseek hhe_help of

Kerala Varma, tho Elaya Rajs of that state. He comes over to
Travancows, and, as the result of a miracle, defents jhe Moghul

Sirdar. The latter, in his attempt to outragethe modesty of
the heroine, is killed by her. Ramanamadam is then ~hunted
down ; aad aféer tha couatry is restored o peage and quief,
~the minisber and his lady-love are unitad io wedlock. “Oan the
advica of the minisber, the Raoi nges parmtssxon to the
Bnghsh to erect a fort at Anjengo, With §his guspicions
avent in the hxstory of T:avancore. the story appropriabely
~stops. : : e

o3

Paramsswara Aiyac deals with the life snd tines of

= Umayamwmy Rani ina masberly mmnar,ﬂ:ﬂfully clobhing - the ,,-1

- dry bones of history with $ho flesh and blood of romange, The -\
pa.rtmg of the minister gnd his lady love in canto III, the
poisoning of the king in eznbo V, the drowning of the princes

o

Ao

=

ia canto V1L, the lament of the Raaiin canto VIIL, and the _
mueder of ths Sirdar in caato XV, ate all portrayed with a"“”f
freshness of imsZination, an originality of thought, and &‘;_ =

dolicatsness of touch whigh doss iminif,e credito, oar hlant-g

ed author, lhere-is hardly a dall o: uocouth Adine in the.
whole poems In the vividdess of its imagery, in hhe,\grandeu:
of its concaption, and in the exguisiteness of its workmanship,

thig geeat poemn of Parameswara Aiyar, kwlth its lenziny

7 / : T |

A o o




: éan#o"s, ~may not be ,inixphl‘y -a‘ompamd to that admua.b!e
maetetp ege in. Sanskrib- literattre, the Nishadhiyacharita of
~Sriharsha, and will be- geen nob to suffer in the least by the
”Qmpamson. Both thefio great works are not meant for the
*ign”&ant or careieas veader, but, on the other hand for per-

gons of taste and culture who_ are prepared to make a study of
~ them. There ate innumerable passages of striking beauty and _

-~ exceptional elegance in Umakeralam. As every canto abounds
in them, I should nob be doing justice to other cantos, were

. 1ta make excerpts from some and present them to fhe reader.
_-thleIam of opinion thab this is, by far, the best of the
e Mahalmvya,s hitherto published in Malayalam, I doubt whe-

ther, since the days of Kms]maga-tka. we have hsd & poem

_ with 2 such wea]th #nd variety of imagery. Presont and futurs

'generahons of.vaazncorearns will, I feel sure, read this great

poem with interest and profit, It has an educative value of
its cown, bemg ‘eminently caloutated o foster f.eehngs of the
deepest devotion and loyalty to the throne.

In conchlsmn. X hea.rtlly congratulate Mr. S. P&tame&-"
- wara Miyar on the pto&uchon of this noble work which sub-
sta.ntlally enriches the present &canty Malayalam literature and
- invite the people of Kerals o a right rich and royal literary

: repash.

- : : -

i 'I‘RIVANDBUM. } =5 (Sd). Keréla. Varma, :
9th Sept 19#& 5 Valia Koil Thampuram, C. SéI.









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































