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It is now well-nigh a century since the important industrial

ple gfstandardlmtlon in the process of manufacture began
tﬁ"{'ev fitionize productive methods. The turning out of thou-
sands of standardized individual parts of a given product, by
means of automatic machines, from a fixed type of standardized
raw material, is a modern idea, With it came the invention of
mechanical devices to move these stardardized parts to an as-
sembly department, where men, working almost like automatons,
put together the various pieces and produce the finished articles
in vast numbers,

Each mechanic has charge of ore or mqre machines des
signed to turn out a part which is strictly in accordance with
specifications in order that it may fit with other parts produced
by other specialists in the same manner. Each machinist knows
little, and cares less, about what the finished product is; his in-
terest is confined to the particular part upon which he is
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working. In fact, he often knows nothing at all concerning the
functions or purpoese of.the object he produces,

This idea of standardized production has had a tremendous
influence on modern civilization and modes of living, and in the
spread of the means of comfort and luxury. Men are beginning
to look upon the principle as almost omnipotent in its possibili-
ties. It has given the world better homes, cheaper and stronger
clothing, and more varied and abundant food. It has placed
farm implen ents and machinery, tractors and automobiles within
the reach of middle-class people. Standardization is finding
wider and wider application each day.

Unfortunately there is some reason to fear that the process
of standardization has been invading the realm of education.
There seems to be an effort to turn out high-school graduates,
doctors, lawyers, engineers, and experts of all kinds by tke
hundred, much in the same way as we prcduce Ford farm trac-
tors and Ingersoll watches. Our youth are being turned over
to specialists in mathematics. language, history, literature, scien-
ce, and what not; and each specialist is expected to implant in
their receptive minds the marshalied data and facts of his pecu-
liar specialty, until the student can prove by examination that
he has acquired the requisite amount of knowledge. Behold
the {inished product, a high school graduate, a lawyer, a doctor
or an enginecr, as the case may be. But is this really what the
world needs today, is this the sort of product that education
should produce? It is to be feared that this mass-production
does not develop individuality and initiative, but rather smo-
thers them and sends out men and women into the world, trade-
marked indeed, but not soul-marked. The need of our age,
above all else, is MEN. Thinking men are asking themselves
whether the principle of standardization applied to education
can produce the right sort of men. ~Commissions are now be-
ing appointed to investigate the matter, and prominent educas
tors begin to look back with longing eyes to the old methods,

~In industrial standardized production, there are two essen-
tial elements required for successful results. First of all, there
must be an exact and complete model or exemplar of the finished
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product, with accurate specifications for each part. The
controlling mind of the industry must know just what it propos-

es to produce. This knowledge is the u.nfymg principle which

alone can ensure uniformity or design in each of the parts and

in the completed whole, Besides this factor, there must be

absolute standardization of raw material, so that each process

of production will give a part of standard strength and quah-

ty to meet the stress “and strain required by the original speci-

fications.

It is precisely in these two essential elements that we find
it impractical if not impossible to apply standardization to
education,

First of all, there is grave disagreement about the very
definition of education, and concerningits purposes. Few modern
educators, even within the precincts of a single institution,
will agree upon what the product of education should be.
Fewer still will agree concerning the means and methods.
Imagine for a moment the result of the labours of a group of .
skilled mechanics engaged in producing a machine of which
each one has a different concept, concerning which no agree-
ment can be reached.

The raw material {ound in any given group of students is
very far from standardized in quality, preparation, or adapt-
ability, The effort to impart, indiscriminately, standardized
instruction to a group of individuals has undoubtedly resulted
in many miserable failures, much wreckage ot human lives and
distortion of human souls. It has without doubt been the cause
of the wastage of human material, a parallel of which; in produc-
tive industry, would mean catastrophe and. ruin.

What then is education, what is its ultimate purpose? It
were no humility to acknowledge inability to answer these ques-
tions to the satisfaction of the cultured audience before me.
Fheir discussion has meant the parting of the ways to deceply
philosophic minds. By the man on the street, by the average
parent and by two-thirds of the teaching profession, the term
education is looked upon as almost synmonymous with instruc-
tion, It means the imparting of knowledge, Popular dictionaries
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which tell us the meaning which usage gives to words,
would seem to substantiate this view. Education is looked
upon by many as the process of making of the human mind a
sponge to absorb information, to give it up later under
pressure. =5

In all the older systems, there was a well-defined distinc-
tion between mere instruction, and training in the practical
application of the fruits of instruction. Instruction was looked
upon as preparation incidental to education, as a useful instru-
ment for its accomplishment. The present-day tendency is to
view education as a logical consequence of the storing up of in-
formation in the mind, as incidental to instruction.

To the student of the history of education, one striking fact
stands out boldly: all truly great educators, from Mcses down
to the cultured Doctor Hadley, President Emeritus of Yale,

from the false system of ancient Sparta down’ to the equaily
erroneous system of modern Germany, seem to agree that the
product of education should be a ““man” in the best sense of
the word, a man mentally and physically fit and disciplined by
habits of obedience to the law, a man equipped for the duties
and exigencies of public and private life. - This was the ideal
that Milton held before the educators of his age.

There was great divergence of opinion as to just what moral
qualities the perfect man should possess. The Mosaic and
Christian systems afforded a unifying principle which took into
consideration the natural and divine law and man’s obligations
towards God and his leliow man, thus setting up a standard of
fitness. Modern public education is forced by the exigencies of
the time to drop once more this unifying principle of moral
fitness. Nay, more, by the over positive presentation of modern
scientific hypothesis, the very foundations of the natural and
divine law are being uadermined in the immature mind of the
student, and at the same time no opportunity is afforded him of
studying the sciencz of th:ology so that he maiy examiae the
other side and draw his own conclusions.

Without the unifying principle of the clear codes of the
Mosaic and Christian systems, there must always be a vagueness
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about what is meant by moral fitness, and consequently vague-
ness about ethics and standards of action, vagueness about the
complete, ultimate purpose of education. Vagueness throws
the educator back upon ethical cuiture and indefinite ideas of
decency and the fitness of things, in place of the old definite
moral standard laid down by an all-wise, all-good Law-Giver.

Taking from ail systems the points upon which all seem
to agree, we may say that the purpose of education is not only
to impart knowledge, but also to bring a man from a state of
imperfection over towards a state of perfection. It aims at the
harmonious development of the whole man, intellectually,
physically, and morally. It means the training of the memory
by which facts are stored for future use, the cultivation of the
imagination by which vivid concepts of an ideal, and a wid:
vision of life, are kept before the mind. It means the training
of taste and judgment and resourcefulness. The purpose
of education is to produce a man ready to cope with the actual
difficulties of life, a man who can not only make his way in the
world, but who can make his way against the world, and its
pitfalls and temptations. The product must be a man -of high
ideals whos= life is dominated by high principles—in a word,
a man of good character.

This is no small contrast. The making of a man is at-once
- the hardest and the most responsible of all tasks. It supposes
hard work and persevering endeavour on the part of the student.
The modern tendency is topre-digested foods, easy, quick ways
of doing things, and all sorts of devices to avoid ~using up
energy. In education we find a confusion between work and
play being put into the child-mind in the kindergarten; and
the confusion is slowly creeping up through the primary and
secondary courses. The child must not be fatigued, most of
the work must be done for him, he must be kept interested. Dis-
ciplinary studies and exercise are becoming old-fashioned. The
student, like a nestling, opens his intellectual maw and swallows
his food, which has been well-prepared for him. Elective
systems, with too much regard for human liberty, allow the im-
mature mind o follow the line of least resistance and select what
it iikes at an age when it is not trained nor fit to select what 1s
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best for its training. Specialization is offered too early to the
unformed, unstable, untrained mind, almost forcing it to hand
itsell over to intellectual bundage and slavery, narrowing down
its field of vision and bottling it up within the narrow bounds of
one branch of science. It isan age of Pre-law, Pre-medicine and
other pre-courses, an age in which each student wants the mi-
nimum amount of preparation for the great battle of life.
Vocational training is forced upon a student before he is really
able to choose his life’s work, before he has laid a solid found-
ation of liberal education. Parents and students are demanding
quick returns in money from education. Utilitarianism is having
its day, and educational institutions show a tendency to meet
popular demands at the expense of real education.

Still, in spite of all this, there is a growing number of
educators who are looking back to the old-fashioned liberal
education with longing eyes. There is an increasing demand
for the classics and for disciplinary studies. The best law
schools and medical schools are demanding a full liberal edu-
cation for admission. Successfully to teach the habit of thought
is a severe task both for the teacher and the pupil. -~ To acquire
the habit requires a well-disciplined mind and hard work. To
preserve in it, high principle, which has keen reduced to habit,
must be made part of the student. The old system certainly
taught habits of hard work, inasmuch as the student had to do
most of the work. - The teacher taught the student how to work
and checked results. Then thoroughness was of the highest
importance. Disciplinary studies do not amuse, but they do
teach how to think. It does not matter much, after all, how
much a man knows, What really matters is a man’s ability to
use his knowledge. It is easy enough to store a trained mind
with necessary knowledge. Thinking in a practical sense means
the ability to examine information, and discover its practical
bearing, and the judgment to use it properly. This is what our
schools should teach. With all the present-day effort to
overstock the mind with facts’'and data, nine-tenths of the inform-
ation we need for everyday iife is acquired outside of school,
Part of the remaining tenth can be left to be acquired in the
same way, and the energy saved can be expended in teaching
the student how to think,
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The student who is too lazy to submit to this difficult dis-
cipline can be dropped with profit to himself, to the class and to
the country. The intellectually lazy will never become great.
This country and every country needs good day-labourers. Our
secondary schools should not deprive the country of these im-
portant factors in her development, by keeping shirkers who
refuse todo their part in the work of education.

Whata hue and cry have been raised at times against the
study of the classics | It is said that Latin and Greek are of no
value, so why waste time on them? They can’t be used m
business, they cannot help one to lay brick or set bones. With
this, some wiseacres dismiss the case. True there are many men
who have been forced through a classical education who should
have been taught to saw boards or mend shoes. All this is not
a valid argument against the use of the classics asan educational
factor. The classics are not intended as an apprenticeship to a
trade. Their aim is to broaden one’s outlook on life and to
give vision. Culture of mind and a sense for the true and the
beautiful are the ordinary fruits of the study of the ancient
authors, They make a man more a man, they widen his mental
horizon, train his imagination for wide perspectives and accurate
proportions, they cultivate an appreciation for niceties, they
ennoble the mind ; raising it above all pettiness and making it
hate narrowness.

Blend classical culture with the mentai and sense discipline
of mathematics and sciences and philosophy, and you add, to the
grace of culture power of thought and force of logic. The result is
an open, broad mind that will be an ideal basis for any professional
training,

The need of our time is to move further and further away
from the utilitarian idea in education, to give up the notion that
education is instruction and that its object is to acquire inform-
ation.  The ultimate purpose of education is to form men of
character. To produce truly great scholars and ‘great profes-
sional men, the deep culture which a liberal education can give
is necessary. Among the truly great men of the world there
are but few  whose greatness was not built up on the broader
culture that the study of the ancient classics can give.

ey



The Vatakkanpattu of the Malayaiees.
By KOMATTIL ACHYUTA MENON, B, A., B, L, (0/d Boy)

(Continicd [rom fage 44 of the prenious number).

The trade of the country was entirely in the hands of the
Chetties. The songs do not say what exactly the occupation of
the East Coast Brahmins was or even of the Nambudiries but that
they were treated with consideration and respect there can be
no doubt. The Mappiila or Mahomedan of North Malabar, if
we are to believe the evidence afforded by these songs, had
certainly had all the characteristics which have given birth to
the word ‘msne>s’’, with this difference that whereas in these
days one Mappilla is sufficient to put to routa big body of
Nayars, in those days one Nayar was sufficient to put to rout a
whole army of Mappilias.

The home life of the average Malayali of those days was @
perfect idyll of peace and simplicity. Even at the risk of pro-
lixity I may be permitted to quote the description of a Nayar
house of those days as found in one of these ballads.
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‘and so forth.

: The description establishes beyond doubt that two-
storeyed buildings were a rarity in those days. Serpent-worship
and worship of ancestors were prevalent. ~ In the home life of a
Nayar, as portrayed in these songs, we find none of the hurry,
the bustle and the mighty nothingness of fashionable life. ~ The
men and women of those days, before they were bitten by the
mad dog of modernity, had, in the words of H. G. Wells, simple
souls, desires as natural as their eyes, a little reasonable philan-
thropy, alittle reasonable philo-progenitiveness, hunger and a taste
for good living, a decent personal vanity and a healthy satisfying
pugnacity, They were only average men who were never
inspired to set the world aright but adjusted themselves in good
spiritto the station in life into which they were born and so
“doing, led happy and contented lives. The whole atmosphere of
the home was pervaded by a deep spiritual reverence, combined
with intense truculence. The love of decoration and the ineradi-
cable love of indifference and indolence which seem to
characterise our race were there. There was not time for much
reading or learning. The great heroes of those days now and
' then patronised some Grandhom (palm-leaf ms.) by falling
asleep over it.

They practised all the homely virtues, habits of hospitality,
cleanliness and early rising, reverence to elders and habits of
discipline. - They were intensely superstitious, a childish lot
cracking petrified jokes and telling lies of the stateliest pattern.
They attached great importance to omens. Among the bad
omens we find mention made of the following things*‘agomm]as00,
® oy aga@]acmo®, aigdadrn).asomsaalesd, ooe WD &:Say ¥ ]
aea’, and similar things, Before all undertakings, they solemnly
consulted the #ew)®@ox and the warryar. One quaint custom
recorded in these songs tells us that as soon as a male child is
born in a family, a gun (or a pop-gun) is fired, so that the chiid
may be cured of ali fear in future life. mgN s gus) ®avmow !
Smodesag g eaisige oway,’ To be called a coward was the
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greatest of insults and it was considered eminently respeetable
to carry on a vendetta against people who have done you or
your relations any harm. They had an un.ﬂinching belief in
fatalism and the religion of those days was an incongruous biend
of primitive conceptions and advanced Aryan culture. Side by
side with Siva, Krishna, Ganapati and  Saraswati, we hear of
aeigiisaioo aelemoom], ajailessale, #elmowegym” and a goodly
lot of other interesting ladies and gentlemen.

As to the Malayali women of those days, in appearance at
any rate, there was not much difference between them and the
- average modern woman from the country. Piere Loti, the great
French traveller, gives a description of 2 modern Malayalee
country woman which might aptly be applied to the women of
those far-off times. “The women of this caste, whose famil
name is Nayar, " writes the renowned traveller, “nearly all have
fealures of an especial delicacy. They wear plain bands of hair
on each side of their foreheads; but the rest of the hair which
is very biack and smooth is piled up into a mass on the top of
their heads.  This falls forward on to one side like a soldier’s
cap, giving a somewhat rakish expression, which contrasts
strongly with the grave and formal manner.” They were
scrupulous clean in person and dress and the whole household
work devolved uponi them. The servant problem was unknown
in those days. They were fond of indoor and outdoor work and
some of them even went in for martial exercises. Some of these
ballads relate the exploits of noted heroines like Konki Amma
and Unniarcha. The ladies who figure in the pages of these
songs were certainly not of the neurotic type. With clear
coplexions and sun-kissed necks, with arms healthily toned by
exposure to the country airs, rounded and firm, they had the
agile shape of young Dianas, with none of the anaemic langour
that characterisés modern ladies. There were no suffragettes
among them in those days; yet their opinions were respected and
their voices were heard even in the councils of men. The
not mere society butterflies but national bees,
of those days had all the restrained grace, the reticent beauty
and the serviceable strength of a heroic age. I am sure it will

be a great comfort to our present day sisters to know that in

2y were
The women
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those days the women of the house had absoiute control of
the family exchequer. We find in one of these songs ‘‘xjsmag)
eilsomlsel gumayg,” a patrician with the bluest of blue blood
in his veins, on the eve of a pilgrimage, requesting his sister
Konki Amma for a few fanams (which was then the standard
coin) from the family coffer. They had even then reached a
high standard of sexual morality, for we read, in these ballads, of
paigp o 3010 and other methods of torture and solitary confine-
ment for women who - have strayed- from the pathsof wvirtu-.
Polyandry, if ever it existed as an institution in Maiabar, must
certainly have died out long before the date of these songs, for
we do notfind a single instance of any such practice ‘hroughout
. the pages of any one of these songs. Inthe field of marital
relations, child marriages were unknown. The only real
marriage with them, as with us now, is the institution known
as Sambandhom and in  the selection of husbands the girl’s
wishes were always consulted. Love, as portray ed in the pages
of these ballads, was like a conjufors mango-tree. Itis born,
grows and flowers at the touch of a hand.

I fear I am getting more plolix than I ever intended to he
- and yet I have only just succeeded in touching the outer fringe
of my subject: I wish I had the space to tell your readers in
~ detail about the weapons of warfare of those days, thzdress and
ornaments which the men and women of those days wore, their
daily routine of work, their rules of conduct, their beliefs and
superstitions and many other things whichexpress unmistakeabiy
the communal psychology of that period. ButI am afraid I shall
have to reserve it to some other occasion. I however trust that
I-have said enough to convince the readers that these songs
have an interest all their own. They pulsate with life and feel-
ing [rom beginning to end. As we pore over the pages of these
primitive songs, we hear once again the din of bloody battles,
the clash of shields and swords, the war-cries of mighty Malayalee
heroes, the soft lullabies of Malayalee mothers cooing their
children to sleep, the rhythmic footfalls of Malayalee maidens
dancing the Kaikollikali dance, on well-swept floors and some-
thing, I know not what, stirs within as a kind of primitive
emotion, as though it stirred memories older_thanour present.
lives, '



Musings.
(A1l of a sleepy aflernooi).
By T. C. S

e

A heavy meal had set me a-dozing.

The discussions in the Madras Legislative Assembly and
the leading journals about military training and conscription in
the Universities had set me athinking.

I had some recollections also of a ** Heaith and Body cul-
ture”’ competition started by a young little magazine up in
North India. Any one may compete. You have to get your
photo taken in such a pose as would bring into prominence the
development of your body and your ability for muscle-control.
For this to be done effectively, you stoop just a little, puff out
your cheeks and bulge out your eyes, put your arms akimbo and
stiffen them in that attitude, show out sundry undulations all
over your body by mecans of painting shades or padding with
saw-dust, look generally ferocious, and,—snap! there you are,
you can send your photo for the competition and also to, (here

I dozed off) ol SECIS T Er g B AOOR R WL
: 3 % i % % * i %

And awoke in a different mood.

I appreciated the idea that underlay the ‘‘ Health '’ competi-
tion. If the contest is successful in its appeal, it might draw
the attention of many to the care of the body, and prove of ims =
mense benefit to some thousands of misdirected, emaciated
specimens of human beings in our midst. I am referring main-
ly to the student population in India.

It appears to me that in our country students can compara-
tively easily be divided into two sections,-—the Bookworms, a/ias
“SCHOLARS”, and the “ATHLETES"”. The distinction
between the two species, is, I think, more clear-cut amongst us
than it is among students of a few other lands I have had occa-
sion to come across,
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Among us I have very often found these two classes follow-
ing too rigidly a mutually exclusive policy. Each member of
each group, by an assiduous, and almost a fanatical, observance
of the rites of his creed, generally develops peculiar physical
features. Notice that pale shrunken creature timidly gropping
his way along the road through a rough and tumble crowd. He
is elbowed and jostled at every step. You feel that if you touch
him, like thie inhabitants of the moon described by Mr. Wells, he
will immediately crumble down. He just escapes tumbling down
on the road, because of the ;
fact, that being bent almost
double his centre of gravity
is low. Moreover, a load of
books acts as a sort of bal-
last. On enquiry he will be
foundtobea“SCHOLAR".
I mean not the scholar in
- therightstate, who, as Emer-
son says, is ‘‘ the man think-
ing”, but in the degenerate
state, when he Is, as the same
greatwritersays, ‘‘theparrot
of other men's thinking.”
You try to stophimand get
some information, say, about
your way, from him. Deeper
droops his head

¢ Calculus raéked him

Leadfan before, his eyes grew drass of lead:
Tussis attacked him.”

The force and frequency with which his eyes are riveted to
books and manuscripts he is always studying, have dragged his
eye-balls nearly three-fourths out of their respective sockets.

“ Now, Master take a little rest—not he.”
And usually he has got to have panes of glass adjusted bet-
ween the books and his eyes to prevent the eye-balls being -

wrenched right away. Pedagogism is his sole redemption in
this rough world. If he could not get a teacher’s job in some
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school he is done for; and jolly hard luck for him if the students
he is in charge of are of the heckling or the precocious variety.
‘It is probable that he may evolve into a lawyer or a politician,
or both, This contingency arises, if our **SCHOLAR "’ es-
capes consumption, nervous breakdown, dyspepsia, or some
such dread malady which bids bold to become a trade-mark of
this kind of people.

The tragedy is that such specimens are often the favourites
of the elders,—of those elders who consider time utilised for
games, Or some exercise for the preservation of health, as so
much time wasted. The number of this ¢ pro-bookworm-anti-
health-school,”’ though fast decreasing, is still considerable.
They regard the bookworms as ideals of manhood, as if passing

—the Intermediate, the B. A., or the M. A. examination were
what God in his mercy made man for. ¢ Well-behaved young-
ster. Never wastes time. Ever at his books.”” Human beings
brought up under these ideals are all right as members of a
¢« clerk-nation’’ or a ‘‘ teacher-nation,’’ in the worst sense of the
words. They are entirely out of place in a nation which is try-
ing to win recognition as one of the most progressive of races
or battling for sheer existence.

“ Small have continuous plodders ever won
But base authority from others’ books,”

The viewpoint of the elders, however, is not entirely unjusti-
fiable. Examples are not wanting to show how in a boy, a
liking for sports developed into enthusiasm, and then a passion
and an obsession. Soon the young lad has rarely any time to
spare. He is always employed in splicing his (or others’) rac-
quets, or, for a choice, his bones. - Worse, among some mis-
guided circles certain bad habits are associated with being a

Sport -
¢ Qaths, and irreverent laughter and indecent speech.”
It is in young boys to worship and imitate heroes of the
playing-fields. The bad habits are easiest acquired. When

even men :
“ Without self-control
Would seek what the degraded soul
Unworthily admires”’
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AT¥00 Y
it is no surprise that the youngsters, not k{)owing any bett:erE
lose no time in acquiring these habits and thmk. thatit is part o
the hero’s education and training to be able to mdulge‘ in those;
vices with impunity. Soon, the boy, the pride and Pleasurelot
the fond father and mother, is a disgrace to the family,—a blo
on the escutcheon,

“The night was dark, no father was there,
The child was wet with dew,

The mire was deep, the child did weep
And away the vapour' flew.”

The consolation is that examples of such lost boys are not
too frequent. And it is unfair to assess the beneficial value and
influence of sports by these examples of some strayed ones.

In the last para we went slightly out of our route. I do
not mean to contrast the “lost ones’ with the “SCHOL ARS"’
whom [ wrote about before. To be weighed against “SCHO-
LARS’, in the other scale, I select those suffering from “Exer-
cise-mania’’. This disease, somewhat different from book-mania,
is yet equally dangerous and equally undesirable. Instead of
plodding through pages .of
Patanjali or Aristotle, or
Euclid or Plato, the patient
in this case is taking. exer-
 cises the livelong day, In-
stead of scratching away
with pen and paper, our
[riend is swinging clubs, or
throwing his legs and arms
about and twisting his ana-
tomy into the most ridicu-
lous postures every hour of
the day. He is generally
frightfully self-conscious
about his muscles, their ex-
pansion, coutraction and
control, and is scarcely able
to concentrate on any-
thing else, With Tagore's

2, Will o the Wisp
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‘“Gitanjali’ spread out before him, he would be thinking of
Sandow’s “ Guide to Health” or with Shakespeare before
him, he might begin to think of Muller’s Exercises. If he is set
to work some problem sitting at the ‘table with pen and paper
he must always roll up his shirt-sleeves and twitch his forearm
muscles or fondle his biceps. Else he is expanding his nasal
muscles or rolling his ocular ones. And our industrious friend
believes that he is thus working out his salvation. A nation
consisting of ‘“Exercise-maniacs’’ is as irredeemable as one
consisting solely of Bookworms.

I wonder if we cannot have a set of people who possess
enough book learning to know what has to be done and enough
health to do what has to be done. I thought the old Latin saying
went Mens sana tn corpore sano. Surely it was not Jens insana in
corpore sano, or Mens sana in covpore insano?

I wish to point out here that for the preservation of health, I do
not support too enthusiastically the system of taking exercises in
one’s private-room and learning muscle-development and
muscle-control within those four walls, Itis a very individual-
isticindustry, and I am afraid that it tends to make men selfish, I
would rather have our youngsters take more to games, especial-
ly games like cricket, association, Rugby or Indian football,
hockey, rowing in crews, and such others, where brains have
got to be as much in evidence as muscles. But the one great
function that these games fulfil is that they foster the idea of
“team-work”. They infuse into the boys that “espri¢ d'corps’
which is the secret of success of all movements towards organisas
tion and unification, either of smail school teams for festive or
athlet}c purposes, or of larger bodies for more momentous
occasions.

The full value of training in ‘‘team-work’ has scarcely
been realised by many of our educational authorities. I do not
think that some even know what perfect ‘“‘team-work’ means
how it encourages the growth in one of generosity, fair-
ness, modesty, obedience and other qualities which are so
essential for any unity and strength in any body: of people.
More than all this it helps to kill the obtruding ego in us, It
- glubs down rampant selfishness, and puts the stuff into us which -

T
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will make us less of fighting-cocks, but more of amiable neigh-
bours and useful citizens. Educational authorities in England
know full well the value of training in “‘team-work’. Why,
in many county schools even tennis is discouraged, "if not
forbidden, in favour of cricket, because” *“team-work’ is not so
much in evidence in the former game. The Duke of Welling-
‘ton said, “The battle of Waterloo was won on the playing fields
of our public schools”. And one of our own men, when ap-
proached with a request that his son might be allowed to play
football, said, ** Pooh! football, what is it? Eleven fools on cne
side, and eleven on the other, trying to kick or push a ball bet-
ween a couple of posts, and incidentally scratching and biting
one another and breaking bones!’ This'isa ‘‘pre-war’’ state-
ment, However, the contrast between the conceptions of the
value of training received in the playing grounds is notewor(hy:

No wonder that, even before we came to have a political
consciousness, almost as many poiitical parties grew up as there
were individuals in the country, parties no one of which would
be reconciled to any other even in the most irrelevant of ideals,
The inhabitants of Lilliput waged terrible wars between
themselves because they differed on a point of where to begin
smashing their breakiast eggs

‘“Good Lord! What madness rules in brainsick men;
When, for so siight and frivolous a cause,
Such factious emulations shall arise .

We, on the other hand, are wroth with some people because
they shave only the front of their heads, with some because they
shave only the back, some because they shave all their head,
and some others because they do not shave atall! The scene
in our political arena is very much like the scene which occurred
in the Colchian field after the stone which Jason threw into the
midst of the mighty sons of the Dragon's Teeth had done its
work. Allow me to repeat here a few names I have come across
in the Indian political world, — Hindus, Moslems, Brahmins,
Non-Brahmins, Non-Brahmin Extremists, Non-Brahmin Moder-
ates, Depcndents, Independents, Non-Brahmin-Non- MosIem
Independent Swarajists, ditto Dependent Swarajists, N, C. O’s,
C. O’s, Christian Moderate Swarajists, ditto extremist Slwarajlsts,
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No-changers, and Oh Heavens ! the scores of other names
dragging their weary length along, staggering even master
hands at the laborious crafts of permutation and combination.
Some inight argue, ¢ Does the English Parliament consist of
just one party?”’. I say, “No”, Ialsoadd, ‘ But remember,
when, over seven hundred years ago, in 1215, the English peo-
ples made their bid for freedom there was only one party. The
barons assumed Ieadership of the nation and the other two
estates of the realm acknowledged that leadership .

““ The fault, dear Brutus, is not in the stars,
But in ourselves, that we are ' s

disunited. With us every blessed soul wants to be a leader. -
There is little organisation, less of what is known as espriz
d'corps, and nothing at all of unity. These, especially the
last two, are qualities which cannot be injected at pleasure into
the anatomy of any one ail of a happy day, as any serum could be
injected with a hypodermic syringe. It just could not be done.
The idea that a majority has got to condescend to acknowledge
the leadership of one, or a body of a few, has to be driven homa
into the hearts of the millions by consistent training from child-
hood. So far as the question of organisation is concerned, abody
of people, many million strong, under an acknowledged head,
the staff of an ably run depantmental stores under its manager,
and a school football or cricket team under its captain, can all
be classed under the same heading. They dilfer only on a
question of size. Companies of youngsters brought up to this
tradition, very easily combine forces and merge into one whole

most naturally and harmoniously. The stupendous successes
of the international jumboorees held from time to time by those
in authority in the Scout movement, is sufficient proof to the
foregoing statement. I should think that participation in games
and activities where plenty of ‘‘team-work’ training is obtain-
ed could do a great deal to infuse a feeling of esprit d'corps
into particular individuals. Considering the facilities at hand
and the plasticity of the character of children, might not cne
argue that the school playing grounds are the best training
grounds for this purpose? Perhaps some one will raise a ques-
tion— ‘ But they did not play scccer and rugger in the days of
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Alfred'and John!"” I call him a “SCHOLAR’, commend him
on his ingenuity and ieave it at that. Some other assaults us with
the question, ** What about the millions amongst us who do not
go to school?”’ Well, MAKE them go. Would not a couple
of generations of compulsory, universal education solve most of
our problems? This, however, is quite a different topic, and about
it, on another occasion.

P

The Renaissance in India. »
By K. V. KRISHNA AYYAR, M. A., L. T,

The term Renaissance means literally a ‘rebirth’ ora ‘res
~vival’ ; and it is usually applied to the great revival of learning
that took place in Europe after the capture of Constantinople
by the Turks in 1453. But as a matter of fact this Renais-
sance in Europe had its origin as early as the twelith century,
when as a result of the collision between two such divergent
cultures as the European and the Moslem, an awakening of
great magnitude took place. The impact of the powerful and
alien civilization of the West on the ancient and glorious
civilization of Aryavartha has resulted in a similar awaken-
ing in our slumbering land, the far-reaching fruits of which have
to be reaped in years to come. It is true that at no time in the
history of our land was total darkness prevailing, thanks to
the wonderful social system which enabled the Brahmin to hand:
down the torch of learning from generation to generation with-
out intermission. Yet it cannot but be admitted that for cens
turies after the Hindu period the light was only glimmering.
Now, after the contact with the West, it has begun to burn with
a brighter flame. As the capture of Constantinople by the:
Turks proved a real blessing in disguise by bringing' about the
dawn of Modern Europe, so also whatever evils might be con-
sidered to have followed in the wake of the British occupation
of India have Leen sufficiently compensated for by this unlooked-
for blessing which it has conferred—viz., the awakening. of
India. :

%A lecturc delivered on the occasion of the Cochin T. D, High Scheol Day
celebrated on 27th September 1525,
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But in the early decades of the nineteenth century, this
awakening was not all for good. There was ground for fear
that the spark of light, instead of being kindled, would be total-
ly extinguished by the powerful Western gust that blew over
the land. Pecople became enamoured of the glamour of the
Western civilization which dazzled their eyesto the extent of
blinding them to the real beauty of their own and in their ex-
cessive zeal for this glittering thing, they condemned everything
Indian, ancient or modern. They gave up as worthless every
custom handed down from immemorial times. They even be-
came ashamed of being Indians and tried every means to ape
the Westerner in dress, in manners, and even in ways of think-
ing. But just retribution soon overtook them by landing them
in a Trisangu Swarga.

In course of time the pendulum began to swing back; a
violent reaction naturally took place with the result that the
undue worship gave place to an unreasonable hatred of every-
thing Western. This is an unlooked-for by-product of the
introduction of the English system of education in India ac-
companied by neghoenne and contempt of oriental learning and
oriental literature. A similar attempt at grafting their own
much-vaunted civilization and language on an alien stock re-
sulted in the throwing over-board of everything smacking of
English from the Irish shores.

This cultural revolt is but the natural outcome of the
attempt of the Westerner to super-impose, as something
better, his own culture upon a highly civilised, but now
helpless and down-trodden, people.  The full significance
of the neo-nationalism in India can be grasped only by realising
the fact that the present conflict between the Government and
the people is not merely on a question of narrow political issue
but is, in reality, a conflict of cultures, embracing within its fold
all the other innumerable issues, The West has conquered the
East by the might of arms but this conquest is nothing more
than a partial one; it cannot claim to have made the East part
of itself. Rather it has made the aloofness between the East
and the West reach a more marked degree. But the East has
now taken upon itself the nobler task of conquering the West

.
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Bl e force. . [1 has always been the unique mission of
India to conquer the conquerer and this she is determined to
accomplish in the present age as well.

But before she is enabled to do this, she has first to set her
own house in order. Mighty personalities arose in the nine-
teenth century in our land, who set about restoring order in the
chaotic condition of the Hindu religion and society. The
pioneer in {his field is Raja Ram Mohan Roy, ‘one of the im=
mortal personalities of modern time’. He is the fore-runner of
the present Social Reform movement in India and is the father
of the Brahmo Samaj. He was too broad-minded to despise
everything western simply because it was western. He con-
tributed not a little to a better understanding between the
Englishmen and the Indians. His devout followers carried on
the work of the master with great success. But in their exces-
sive zeal for their cause the members of the Brahmo Samaj
showed scant respect to the feelings of the people with regard
to their ancient customs and beliefs. Thus they alienated from
* themselves the sympathy of a vast section of their own
country-men. Nevertheless they rendered a memorable service
to the cause of Hinduism by purging it of many of the excres--
cences of the ages and thus giving satisfaction to many of the
English educated sceptics who were inclined to lean more
and more towards Christianity. '

An orthodox attempt at reformation in Hindu society was
made by Swami Dayananda Saraswati, the founder of the Arya
Samaj. His aim was to approximate more and more to the old
Indian ideal of the Aryansof the Vedic Age. His sole authority
was the Vedas with all its rites and ceremonials. By thus
retreating to the remote past, the golden age of the Aryans, he
also reformed Hindu society which gave up many of the dead
customs which were only accumulations of a later age. But
his influence was limited mainly to the Punjab and the surround-
ing provinces.

But it was Swami Vivekananda who made a profound stir
all over the country and brought conviction to many a waver-
ing sceptic so that the feeling of abject despondency gave place
to one of unbounded hope in the heart of every Indian. People
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were no longer ashamed of Leing Indians; rather, they became
proud of the fact that they were the inheritors of a glorious
civilization. Thus he instilled into their hearts the pride cf
race but all the same he did nst hesitate to condemn in unmis-
takeable terms any bad custom to which people clung unreason-
ably. e based all his teachings ona sound interpretation, by the
light of reason, of the ancient scriptures of India. He was
indeed a pre-eminent social reflormer but he was impatient with
many of the so-called social reformers who wanted simply to
break down and not to evolve [rom within. Thus he put the
Hindu religion and society on a sound basis and contributed
a great deai to the birth of a neo-nationalism in India. The late
Justice Ranade points cut in his History of the Mairatias thata
religious revivai usually precedes a political awakening. = In
modern India also the pelitical agitation is only subsequent to
the religious revival headed by Ram Mohan Roy, Dayananda
Saraswati and Ramakrishna-Vivekananda. '

Vivekananda was not content with merely awakening his
own people. His breadth of mind knew no bounds. He
wanted other nations also to partake freely of this noble herit-
age of India. But whea he found that other nations, out of
ignorance and pride, were not inclined to accept this contri-
bution of India, he carried the fight into the enemics’ territory
and took the western people by storm. This St. Paul of Sri
Ramakrishna carried the Mission of his Master far and wide,
and by his own magnetic personality and by his sweet, unrivalied
powers of reasoning, impressed one and all with the glory and
majesty of the old Indian civilization. The vaunted pride of
the west crumbled to dust before the vigorous onslaught of this
humbie Eastern Sanyasi. Eestern thought and philosophy got
a firm footing in the Western soil.

The formation of the Theosophical Society by Madam
Blavatsky and Col. Olcott is a magnificent tribute to the ancient
culture of India, But what with its mysterious inner  circles
and esoteric sections, its divinities and avatars, it has deserv-
edly lost its hold on the mind of the people of India though
it still continues to exert considerable influence in the West,
Nevertheless it rendered a weritorious service to thecause
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of a harmonious biending between the East and the West
by laying bare the hidden treasures of ths East through the
numerous translations of ancient scriptures, thus removing
the veii of ignorance which was an insuperable barrier for the
proper understanding of the East by the West.

To-day, the noble task of awakening India toa spiritual
consciousness and of interpreting the East to the West has
been undertaken by Dr. Rabindranath Tagore, Srijut Arabinda
Ghose and Mahatma Gandhi, men who have realized in their
own lives the lofty idea's of the mighty Rishis of yore and thus
have become the living embodiments of the spiritual culture of
India. They are all fully conscious of the important part ‘that
India has once again to play in shaping the future destiny of the
world. But all the same they have not shut their eyesto the
obstacles that lie in her path. India is at present in a helpless
condition and she must first stand on her own legs before she
can do anything for others.” She has to become worthy of her
lofty mission by recognising the worth and dignity of man as
man and by not tolerating any longer those unjust social
customs which have generated a want of self-respect and a
complele dependence on those about us.

I have dealt now with one aspzct of the Renaissance in
India, anl that the most important one; because, in India, the
prime consideration has always been religion and the prime
message that India has to deliver to the world at ths present
moment, as at all times, is a spiritual one. She has to open the
eyes of the West to the evils inherentin modern civilization so
that the West which is blindly treading the path of destruction
in its greed for accumulation of wealth might take a useful
lesson from the survival, despite the continuous shocks of
foreign invasions, of an ancient and glorious civilisation.

Qur duty in this respect is clear. ~We have first to realise
in ourselves the glorious truths discovered in our sacredisoil
thousands of years ago, before we can impart them to others.
The present system of education which pays scant attention to
the study of Sanskrit and of Ancient Indian History, Literature
and Philosophy, is, I admit, not to be depended upon for this,
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But those of us who feel the pulsations of the spirit of the Age
throbbing in our hearts will do well to conquer the obstacles in
our way, get a mastery of the divine language in which are
enclosed the treasures of our ancients and seek inspiration for
the Morrow from the chronicle. of our immortal Yesterday,
which offers an ideal which is comprehensive and complete.

Now turning to the artistic side of the new Renaissance,
the first thing that I have to bring to your notice is that art, in
India, is only an expression of the acute longing for the reali-
zation of the Infinite, which is the highest ideal of Indian thought.
It is not really divorced from religion and philosophy as it is in
the materialistic West.  “The 'story of the making of the
Ramayana, the decorating of Ajanta, the sculpturing of
Konarak, the revival of Indian painting in Bengal, the revival
of Indian drama in the Telugu country, the All-India Musical
conference, and the poetry and prose of Tagore; all these are
truly vocal of the inner soul of the country because they spring”
directly from the great affirmations of its spiritual conscious-
ness ; they are suffused as naturally with religion as they are
with the food and drink and air that are wrought through the -
instruments of the artist into language and sound and colour.” *
A study of the true history of India, which—,by the way, I have
to remark is to be found in the artistic records rather than in
the records of wars and dynastic changes— would clearly bring
out the fact that arts flourished only when there was religious
fervour and that when the fervour died away, artistic activity
also subsided. The significance of this consists in the fact that
if arts are to share in the new Renaissance, their revival will
spring only from hearts and minds quickened by religious zeal.
Such are the hearts and minds of those who are the leaders of
the artistic side of the Indian Renaissance—the great Tagore
brothers, Abanindranath and Gogonendranath, who have founded
a school of painting in Bengal. Concerning this school of paint.
ing, Mr. Cousins truly observes: To-day while the young'
civilizations of the West are tumbling into a ruin of ideals and
. action in the great war it is a consolation and an inspiration to
contemplate the achievements and prophecies of the modern

” vt 1 : ;
& James H, Cousihs:  ZWhe Renaissance in India. p. 27,
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Indian school of painting, and to bathe in the joy of renascent

‘youth that has behind it the steadying tradition of ages and the
ageless vision of eternal Beauty.,” The subjects chosen by the
Calcutta painters are taken from Indian history, romance and
epic and from the mythology and religious literature and legends
as well as from the life of the people around them. Their signi-
ficance lies in their distinctive Indianness. This is an essen-
tial preliminary for any true revival of Indian painting or sculp-
ture, since no art which is insincere can.ever be great. The
whole Calcutta movement has also done much to secure protec-
tion and adequate appreciation for the masterpieces of the older
schools. ‘

The beauty of Indian art in general, and of the painting of
the Bengal artists in particular, is appreciated but by few even
of our own countrymen. It is only when the technique of the
art is mastered and the spirit. underlying it is caught that any
true appreciation is possible. Dr. A. K, Kumaraswami truly
remarks: ‘ The principal lack in modern Indian art is due to
the non-existence of an educated public wanting or understand-
ing art at all—not to the lack of artists.,”* It is our duty at the
present stage of the Indian Renaissance to cultivate a proper
taste for the truly spiritual art of India and not to be betrayed
into tastes merely for the corpulent, fleshy and gaudy figures of
the Ravi Varma school. As the national art of India has a great
deal to contribute to this materialistic age of strifes and squab-
bles, it is a crime on our part not to foster it with great care.

Now I pass on to the revival of letters.  With the introducs
tion of- English education in India, Oriental Literature came to
be neglected by Indians themselves. But owing to the incessant
labours of a few pure-minded scholars of the type of Max Muller,
foreigners began to get some startling glimpses of the ancient
realm of Sanskrit Literature and in course of time some at least
among them appreciated it at its true worth, with the result that
our own countrymen are slowly awakened to a sense of the rich-
ness and beauty of our ancient literature. The greatest necessity
of the present time is the full recognition of cur intellectual

*4rt and Swadesi, p. 135, ‘ e 3
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inheritance. Another equally important need is that proper
attention should be paid to the vernaculars of the country. One
feature of the Irish Renaissance is the wonderful revival of the
Celtic language and literature. In India also a similar attempt
has been made by the Indian Nationalists to revive the vernacu-
Jars of our country and no doubt success has attended their
labours to a considerable extent in many provinces, notably in

Bengal, Gujerat and Andhra Desha. Still much remains to be

“done and we cannot boast of real and complete success so long
as the vernaculars are not the media of instruction in schools
and colleges. We have unfortunately allowed our vernaculars
to be trampled upon sufficiently long and itis high time we
woke up to a sense of our responsibility in this matter. It would
not be possible for us to compel admiration from foreign nations
unless we have something to offer to the civilisation of the world
through literature—which alone is- enduring. That we cannot
do through a foreign tongue. We can at best imitate the foreign
language in a splendid manner but that is nothing short of na-
tional suicide. So if we want our country to be alive, we must
revive our vernaculars and contribute something to the sum-total
of the world’s wealth of literature. And India does certainly
mean to be a living force, as the conflict of ideals between the
East and the West has made her realise that she has something
unique to offer to the world, through her literatures—both
ancient and modern.

Now this consists in forcing upon the West a recognition
~of the intimate contact between literature and religion. In the
West there is a good deal of separation between literature and
life, as is the case with regard to the other arts; whereas the
thoughts of the poet-seers of India have always tended to become
part and parcel of everyday life. In India the poets have always
conceived it to be their vocation to manifest the personality of
the supreme one. For example, Tagore’s conception of his
.yocation as poet is clearly brought out in these words: ‘It shall
be my endeavour to reveal Thee in it actions, knowing it is
Thy power gives me strength to act.”” We find in all the Indian
poets that ‘life, religion and phllosophy are ome, and sing them-
selves in the },D\etry of spiritudl joy''.




Tendencies of Modern Science.
By S, K, SUBRAHMANYA AYYAR, M. A, L. T.

[The following is the substance of the inaugural address delivered at
the first meeting of the Maharaja’'s College Science Association. After a
few introductory remarks on the aims and objects of the Association, he spoke

as follows]

Under this heading, I propose to give a brief resume of the
progress of Science—mainly Physics and allied sciences from
the time of Newton to the present day indicating how the pro-
gress has been achieved after repeated attempts and failures and
how some of the cosmic problems have been solved and some
others are still awaiting solution.

Science with its ramifications increasing day after day cannot
be classified easily. The branches of knowledge are not only
expanding within themselves, but their relations to one another
are so continually changing that a classification suitable for one
period may not be appropriate for another. Physics in its pre-
sent day broadened state teaches the necessary relations between
external things, as Mathematics reveals to us the rules of thought.
Viewed from this stand-point, all experimental sciences are sub-
ordinate to it. Thus Astronomy employs all resources of mo-
dern Physics for the study of celestial space; Geology is no
more a mere study of the rock-forming minerals, but is concerned
with the reconstitution of the history of the globe by the applicas
tion of physical principles governing matter, heat and magnetism;
the progress in the study of Biological sciences depends mainly
on the use of the microscope and electrical appliances. But no
science is more closely allied to Physics than Chemistry. = They
have the same object, aims and methods and it is impossible ta
mark out where the domain of one ends and that of the othér
begins. Consequently it may not at all be possible for me to
confine myself strictly to the tendencies of modern Physics, hows
ever much I may wish to do so.

Besides, in recounting the achievements of Science in the
latter half of the nineteenth century and the fwo decades of the
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soth century, I may have to advert to onlya few outstanding
facts—milestones in the progress of Physics—each of which would
justly form a subject for a separate lecture 'illustrated with ex-
periments. My treatment of the subject would therefore of ne-
cessity, touch only the fringe of the discoveries and their bearing
on the progress of Physics and allied Sciences.

At the dawn of History, the Egyptian, Chaldean and Indian
civilisations stand out prominently, and the study of Mathematics,
Philosophy and observational sciences such as Astronomy, was
pursued more or less, and the people had no idea of experiment-
ation. The influence of Indian civilisation passed, by way of
Persia and Asia Minor to Greece which, like India, produced .
the greatest philosophers. These attacked the problem of the
ultimate nature of matter and even then there were philosophers
tike Lucretius and Democritus who held that matter consisted
of discrete particles and that differences in properties are to be
attributed to the difference in size, position and movement of par-
ticles, This theory did not find much favour for a long time
since the opposite school was led by Aristotle. The Empire
of Rome produced the best administrators and farmers of law and
the Romans as a nation had too little power of abstract thought.

With the fall of the Roman Empire, the eonquest of Spain
by the Moors and Arabs who carried the torch of ancient learn-
ing to Western Europe, the hold the Roman Catholic Church
had on the consciences of the people, the support of the Church
for the Ptolemaic system of astronomy which considered earth
as the centre of the universe, scientific advance on the right
lines was not possible for centuries together.

About the 13th-century, the establishment of the Friars—
an organisation the sole object of which was tounlock the original
tongue of Scripture and Aristotle and to let'free the western
mind from the dialectic subtleties of the school-men and theolo-
gians, the appearance of different types of religious consciousness
beginning with Martin Luther, the growing interest taken in
study of - Greek literature and philosophy, the introduction of
printing which tended to popularise knowledge, the ardour for
geographical *discovery, which increased the area -of-earth
known to Europe, the expansion of trade -and the consequent
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increase in the material resources of Europe and unprecedented
economic and social developiment,—all these prepared the way
for the revival of 'Science by enlarging the mental out-look of

the people.

The outstanding figures in this revival of science before ths
time of Newton were Leonardo de Vinci whose fame as an artist
seems to have over-shadowed his power as a philosopher and a
man of science and who realised that observation of nature and
experiment were the only true methods of science ; Copernicus,
the Polish Mathematician and Astronomer, who proved that the
sun and not the earth is the centre of the universe; and who
had to suffer at the hands of the Papacy for having preached a
doctrine which was opposed to the faith of the Roman Catholic
Church; Francis Bacon, Lord Chancellor of England, who
laid exclusive stress on experiment and taught that, by experi-
menting in all possible ways, scientific laws can appear without
the need for deductive reasoning; Galileo who laid the foundation
of the modern experimental science of ‘mechanics; Descartes,
the founder of modern critical philosophy who showed how Alge-
bra could be applied to the solution of geometrical problems;
Torrecelli, the disciple of Galileo, who devised the barometer;
Pascal, the founder of the modern theory of probability, and the
author of a treatise on hydrostatics and hydrodynamics, and
Tycho Brahe and Kepler who studied the motions of the planets;
the latter enunciating their laws of motion.

A reference to the use of hypothesis in scientific investiga-
tions would not be out of place here since Lord Bacon in$isted
only on accumulating experiments. His method is not likely
to be successful ‘in physical and chemical investigations. In
these sciences, from the experimental data avallable, nature has
to be anticipated, hypothesis framed and phenomena predicted
with the use of this hypothesis. If the hypothesis stands the -
test, well and good ; otherwise it is rejected and a fresh hypothe-
sis on the basis of experimental knowledge till then -available,
framed.

Newton applied Galileo’s dynamical principles to known
astronomical results, shp,we'd the attraction of the earth -to be
the effective causyoon 's'circular motion, stated m his laws
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of motion, the experimental knowledge of mechanical phenomena
and thus practically built the classical system of mechanics, In
the development of our knowledge of mechanics and hence of
astronomy, which deals with the celestial mechanics, further
progress had to wait till new mathematical tools were developed.
These tools were supplied by Newton and Leibnitz by the
invention of a mathematical method of studying problems which
involve motion-~the Infinitesimal calculus. In Newton’s system
of dynamics the mass of a body is a constant quantity, though
its weight which is due to the attraction of the earth varies both
with latitude and altitude. Newtonian dynamics held undisputed
sway till the end of 19th century when it was shown that the
effective mass of an electrically charged body which is due
completely to the electrical charge upon it increases with the
velocity, especially as the velocity of lightis approached.
However for velocities which we meet with in the mechanical
problems of falling bodies, railway trains, aeroplanes, the trans-
mission of sound, or even molecular motions in gases and
liquids, the mass may be considered to be invariable and
Newton's results are quite in accordance with practical observ-
ation.

Thus the 17th century, thanks to the labours of Galileo,
Torrecelli, Descartes, Kepler and Newton, saw the birth of
mechanics, astronomy and physics, and these developed on lines
aiready mapped out.

Now came the turn of chemistry which underwent a complete
transformation. When we find that, in a span of about 20 years,
the names of Priestley, Cavendish, Scheele and Lavoisier ~ are
crowded, we realise that the world was carried away by an im-
pulse of scientific realism. Probably no science owed so much
to a single man as chemistry does to Lavoisier. He freed it
from the last trace of its mystical character, established the
principle of the indestructibility of matter and thus laid the
foundation of modern chemistry.

In 1808, Dalton revived-the old atomic theory showing that
it was possible to arrive at a knowledge of the relative weights
of the atoms of two elements from a determination of the propor-
tions in which they combine in their simplest compound, The
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study of the phenomena of gaseous combination by Gay Lussac
and Avogadro rendered it necessary to make a distinction bet-
ween the chemical atom—the smallest particle which enters into
chemical combination—and the physical molecule which can
exist in the free state. Thus chemistry was placed on a firm
footing where its conceptions have influenced other branches of
science and have become the basis of the immense superstructure
of molecular physics.

Thanks, to the labours of Joule who revolutionised the
theory of heat, who gave an elementary mathematical kinetic
theory of a gas which was extended and made more rigorous by
Clerk Maxwell, and who established the principle of the conser-
vation of Energy;and to the labours of Sadi Carnot, Kelvin and
Clausius, the science of thermodynamics was established which
helped the Engineer to place the theory of heat engines ona
firm basis and led to the theory of absolute scale of temperature
and thus pointed the way to a series of researches at low temper-
atures which eventually liquified all known gases and completed.
the proof of the continuity of the three states of matter,

Till then chemists were compelled by their inability to
obtain permanent high and low temperatures to confine their at-
tention to compounds which remained stable at the laboratory
temperatures. To-day it is possible to maintain, as long as may
be necessary, a space at temperatures ranging fromabout-250°C
to 3500° C by the use of liquid gases and the electric furnace.
Thus our day has seen the rise of chemistry of intense cold and
intense heat. With the former, Ramsay has discovered the
rarer constituents of air—Argon, Neon, Krypton, Xenon, and
Helium, while with the latter, Moisson, a famous French Chemist,
isolated fluorine, made artificial diamond and obtained the mar-
vellous series of carbides and nitrides.

Side by side with the advance in the science of heat, a great
development was made in the Science of Electricityin the latter
half of the 1gth century. While the steam engine was developed
by practical men to meet the industrial needs of the day, and
owed very little to pure science except at its later stages, the
progress of electrical science was the direct outcome of the



116 THE MAHARAJA’S COLLEGE MAGAZINE

researches of men who worked for the sake of knowledge alone,
and practical applications followed only later.

The discovery of electricty in motion by Galvani and that
of a source by Volta was followed in 1820 by the important dis-
covery of Oersted, a Danish investigator, showing that the
electric current exerts magnetic force. In 1831, Michael Fara-
day, one of the most fruitful investigators in the early develop-
mont of electricity proved that the movement of a magnet in the
neighbourhood of a coil of wire induced a current in the coil;
and these discoveries have made possible the invention of tele-
graph on the one hand and the dynamo on the other.

Faraday's researches were guided *‘by his instinctive grasP
of the importance of the insulating medium through which the
alectric forces must exert themselves.” Clerk Maxwell developed
his ideas mathematically and showed thal the ptroperties of the
medium which were necessary to explain the electrical effects,
were identical with those required for the propagation of light.
Tn 1864, Maxwell predicted the properties of electric waves in a
famous memoir wherein he set forth the brilliant speculation and
the daring theory that lights consist of electric vibrations in
space. Twenty-four years later in 1888, the late Professor
Hertz succeeded in producing long electromagnetic waves—
several inches or yards long—Dby electrical means and demon-
strated that their properties were identical with those of light,
and there is thus abundant justification of Maxwell’s prediction.
Lodge, Bose, Marconi and others used improved methods of
producing and detecling waves, and thus made possible the in-
vention of wireless telegraphy. The discovery of wireless tele-
graphy affords ‘an excellent iilustration of the importance of
mathematics to the student of science.

Maxwell, a mathematical physicist, wasinteresied in develop-
ing a complete theory and putting it in such a form that men
might predict what would happen under any set of conditions
which they might imagine. That he succeeded very well is
evident from his contribution to radio-telegraphy.

Hertz, though well trained in mathematics, was a research
physicist interested in extending the body of scientific knowledge
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by experimental methods and probably knew that his contribu-
tions to the sum-total of knowledge would interest, inform and
ingpire others some of whom might make practical applications,

Marconi was the zunoentor and the ZEngineer. Without his
vision of the possibilities of Hertz's discovery, this new art
would not have developed till sometime later.

We notice all these types are necessary for the complete
development. If we judge aright the importance of each type,
we may avoid the popular error of attaching too much credit to
the inventor or the converse academic error of failing to give
him his due share of credit. -

Till the year 1895, the main lines of physics laid down in
the middle of 19th century had settled the limits as well as the
foundations of the sciences of matter and energy. A famous
litterateur even wrote a comprehensive treatise on the “Bank-
ruptcy of Science” in which he proved that everything essential
and possible of knowing was known and all that remained was
mere detail. In 18935, a new series of phenomena came to light
and gave a great impulse to the evolution of science and im-
parted to it an unexpected turn.

The passage of an electric discharge through rarefied gases
has been studied by Sir Wiiliam Crooks, Sir J. J. Thomson and
others for some years; and the ionic theory framed to illustrate
the electrical properties of solutions has been with striking
success adapted to the explanation of the conduction of electricty.
through gases. The ionic hypothesis may briefly be stated thus;—
When a current is passed between metallic terminals or electrodes
through the solution of a salt, the salt is decomposed chemical-
ly. . The opposite parts of salt are supposed to go in opposite
directions under the action of electric forces; and the relative
velocities of the moving particles—ions or travellers as they are
- called—have been calculated and found to agree with their ex-
perimental values.

The great discovery of Rontgen and those of Bequerel and
Curie revealed to us a new world, Scientists were first dazed
by the mysterious rays which, with characterjstic modesty,
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Rontgen described as X rays. The mystery of these rays has
been cleared by the labours of the Cambridge school of Physi-
cists under the leadership of Sir J. J. Thomson. All our views
regarding matter have today undergone sucha thorough change
that we may now devote some space to the explanation of this
metamorphosis.

When an electric discharge from an induction coil is passed
through a tube which is almost completely exhausted of air and
therefore contains gas highly rarefied and which is provided
with two platinum discs—called the anode and the kathode, a

flow of something escapes and continues to move in a straight

line as long as it finds space before it in the tube from the ne-
gatively ejectrified disc or the kathode and perpendicular to its
surface. The kathode rays have been shown to consist of very
minute particles called electrons each with a massequal to 1/1000
of the mass of an atom of Hydrogen. By measuring the electric
and magnetic forces required to deflect the particles from their
straight path, Thomson calculated their mass and velocity. The
velocity is about 18,000 miles per second or about 1/10 of the
velocity of light. The mass of the elec/ron or corpuscle is in-
variably found to be the same, whatever gas may have been lelt
in the tube and from whatever source it comes—from radio-
active bodies, from burning gases, from glowing metals and
carbon, or from metals exposed to ultraviolet height. Its speed
alone varies from about 10,000 to go,000 miles per second. It
seems to form a constituent part of all chemical elements and
the charge of electricity it carries seems to be the true natural
unit of negative charge.

Simultaneously with this stream, another current is flowing
in the opposite direction from the positive disc or anode. As
in the case of electrons, the rays from the positive wire were
examined and their velocity and mass calculated. These rays
are found to consist of flights of isolated atoms, their velocities
are less than those of electrons and their masses a thousand
times as great as that of an electron and aimost equal to that
of an atom of ordinary matter,

Electrons are particles of negative electricity possessing
properties of maiter, ~Matter and Electricity agree in the

L R
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possession of one common property. The sole unalterable pro-
perty of matter is inertia. That is, matter hesitates as much to
stop when once in motion as to start when once at rest. Simi-
larly when a current of electricity is suddenly started in a wire
it does not rise to its full strength instantaneously. Again when
the current is suddenly broken, it does not stop instantaneously
but tends to persist. This refusal of the electric current to
undergo any very sudden charge has been called self-induction
or quasi-electrical zmertia. Thomson has proved that inertia is
purely electrical in its nature and that an electrical charge will
tend to resist change of motion, which we understand to be in-
ertia, and will thus behave as though its mass were increased.
and that this increase of mass becomes perceptible when its
speed approaches that of light. Thus the whole of mass of the
electron arises from its electrical charge.

Thus the atom—the last and indivisible element of matter
which had been counted and weighed—suddenly falls to dust and
the electron appears on the scene—a thousand times lighter
than the lightest atom. To-day, the atom of matter no longer
appears to us as an indestructible mass, butas a sort of solar
system formed by a central nucleus charged with positive elec-
tricity around which negative electrons gravitale in closed
orbits. The atom is neutral and the sum of the charges of the
negative electrons is equal to the charge of nucleus. The nucleus
is very small. A sufficient number of electrons to make the
atom neutral as a whole is distributed round it at distances
which are large when compared to the nucleus. Most of the
atom is empty space occupied by a field of force which endows
it with impenetrability to comparatively slow corpuscles.
Mass or quantity of matter is simply the ether carried
along by the electron in its motion. It is not a constant quan-
tity but depends on the velocity of its motion, Matter in its
last analysis is identical with electricity.

When the air pressure in the bulb producing kathode rays
is so low that the glass of the bulb becomes brilliantly phos-
phorescent, an entirely different set of rays proceeds from the
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tube having properties quite different from the kathode rays or
electrons that produce them by their impact on the glass or on
a metal plate within the bulb. These rays illuminate a phos-
phorescent screen, affect a photographic plate and penetrate
through substances opaque to ordinary light. They are the
Rontgen Rays. They are not corpuscles, but it is the corpus-
cies that produce X rays.

Thus we see that both kathode rays and Rontgen rays
produce luminosity when they strike fluorescent screens.
Now every student‘of Physics knows of the principle of rever-
sibility which has led to so many discoveries of converse phe-
nomena, Thus electric current produces chemical action and
conversely chemical action produces electric current, Simi-
larly an electric current is used to magnetise a piece of steel,
and conversely an electric current is generated by means of a
magnet. In this particular case, the circumstance that invisi-
ble rays falling on a fluorescent substance can make it shine in
the dark, naturally raised the question whether a fluorescent
body would not emit invisible rays.

Henry Becquerel in investigating this question experi-
mented with various phosphorescent substances had kept a
uranium salt for one full day on a photographic plate enveloped
in black paper and he found the plate affected. Any substance
containing uranium, whether phosphorescent or not, emitted
rays. Was it not possible that the power of emitting rays was
due to some small impurity in the uranium? This doubt was
the key to unlock the door for a roomful of discoveries, Mons.
and Mdm. Curie investigated the ray emitting power of pitch
blende—the parent substance from which uranium is extracted.

By ordinary chemical analysis, they.announced their dis-
covery of three new elements—with large ray-emitting powers
—radium, polonium and aclinium, the radio activity of the first
of which is 100,000 times greater than that of metallic uranium.
Since that time, others hayve been discovered. Of these stran-
gers in the world of matter, we may select radium as the object
of our study.

Radium is a new element as it has a spectrum of its own.
It has not been isolated. It has been studied only in the form
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of a chloride or bromide. Impure radium chloride or bromide
contains many times its weight of barium chloride or bromide.
A slight difference in solubility is the only means by which they
are separated. From about a ton of pitch biende, we get barely
1/100 of a grain. It is now possible to buy onlya few milligrams
of varying degrees of purity in the chemical markets of the
world. Therays from radium have-been tested and there are
three distinct types:—

(1) « rays—which have the same propeérties as positive ions,

(2) B rays—which have the same properties as electrons,

(3) Y rays—which look like X rays.

The emission of these rays is always accompanied by che-
mical change. Thus radium evolves continuously a radio-
active gas or emanation which itseif deposits radio-active matter
onsolid surfaces. Helium is produced from radium emanation. It
consists of & rays or freely electrified particles given out by the
emanation, That its mass is about twice that of hydrogen atom
bears out the view ; for it is next to hydrogen in lightness. These
changes are associated with the liberation of Ihrge amounts of
energy, very much greater than any connected with ordinary
chemical actions: Rutherford and Soddy have explained radio
activity to consist ‘““inthe explosive disintegration of isolated
chemical atoms, atomic and sub-atomic projectiies being shot off
till a simpleatomic residue is left behind”. Itis calculated that
each act of disintegration involves the explosive emission of one
atom of helium. Radium itself is probably formed {rom ionium
which itself is derived directly or indirectly from uranium—
which becomes the fitst known ancestor of the radio-active
elements.

Radio activity is not confined to the radio-active elements. It
exists everywhere though in a minute degree. The air of cellars
and caves is markedly radic-active. Freshlyfallen raiit; Snow,
air sucked from the soil, particularly clay, is radio-active. Radio-
active property secms to be pay excellince the property of the
heavy atom of matter. If, in the future, new heavy atoms are
discovered, we may safely predict for them as an intrinsic pro-
perty—the possession of radic-activity. A few examples may be
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cited to show how the new knowledge gained has been helpful
to us in solving many an old problem.

How does the sun maintain its heat? We know that there
exists in the sun enormous quantities of helium which is a de-
composition product from radio-active substances and we know
also that radio-active substances produce enormous quantities of
heat, It is therefore likely. that there exists in the sun’s mass
large quantities of radio-active matter and on this supposition it
is easily possible.to increase to an enormous extent the duration
of the sun’s age and heat in the past, and its maintenance for
untold millions of years to come.

The age of the earth has been a subject of debate between
the physicist on the one hand and the biologists and geologists
on the other, each granting 10 millions and 1,000 millions of
years respectively. The conclusion of the physicists rested on
the assumption that the earth was a self-cooling body. They did
not imagine it was a self-heating one as well. We know now
that all matter is radio-active and this radio-activity of ordinary

substances is of the right order magnitude to balance the loss
of earth's heat into space.

The mechanical pressure of light and its consequences. Clerk
Maxwell, as early as 1873, proved mathematically that such a
thing as pressure of light should exist and thirty years later in
1904, Lebedew actually proved and measured the pressure of
light by measuring the deflection of a suspended disc in a highly
exhausted bulb. This light pressure at the distance of the earth
from the sun would be very small, amounting only to about
7,000 tons on the whole earth. The pressure of light would be
felt much more on very small bodies. If the body is small, the
repulsive force of the sun's light will enormously exceed its
weight. Thisfactgives a clue to the comet’s tail and explains why it
points away from the sun. The comet as seen from its spectrum
consists of hydrocarbons. As the comet approaches the sun on
account of the intense heat, the hydrocarbons break themselves
up into free carbon in the form of soot and these small particles
fall under the sway of the mechanical pressure of light. If they
are so small that the light pressure exceeds the sun’s attraction,
they will be driven back from the comet with a speed depend-
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ing on their size and will constitute the ordinary comet’s tail.
If they vary in size, the rate at which the light drives them
varies and the resulting tail will be curved.

It is the object of science to find out the unity in the midst
of diversity, to find out some one thing out of whose properties
or qualities all that is, can be explained. Over a hundred years-
ago, Prout came forward with his protyle theory or with the as-
sumption of a fundamental substance or profyle which he sup-
posed to be hydrogen and out of which all other elementary
substances were supposed to be made up; but he lived in ad-
vance of his times. Sufficient data had not been collected in his
time to verify the truth of his assumption. To-day we know, as
the result of researches carried on during the past fifty years,
that ¢ all bodily existence is but the manifestation of units of
negative electricity lying embosomed in the omnipresent ether,
that all mass is the mass of the ether, all momentum, whether
electrical or mechanical, the momentum of the ether, and all
kinetic energy, the kinetic energy of the ether”.

From this brief yesume of the history of science, we under-
stand that our knowledge of the world is being completed by
more and more delicate experiments, and that our original con-
ceptions are also consequently gradually getting transformed.
The scientific hypothesis and theories that are formulated to
explain the experimental results at one stage have necessarily to
be recast with the advance of scientific research. Since the
harvests of experimental work accumulate day after day, the
hypotheses and theories are always being reconstructed. It is
these alone that indicate that science is alive. .

Nature and her influences on Man,

By N, LAKSHMIKUTTY (/77 u. c.)

Nature is thata ‘divine mystery, which lies everywhere in all
beings, of which all appearance, from the starry sky to the grass
of the field is but the vesture, the embodiment, that renders it
visible ', The beauties of nature are manifold. Because we see
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the beauties of nature every niomeut of ourlives, is 1t right that
we should pass by them as if they were matters of course?

The flowers which bloom so sweetiy around, like heavenly
messengers of peace in haunts of  misery—** beautiful eyes look-
ing out on us from the great inner sea of beauty™; the trees
springing up in their strength and majesty; the fruits of the
earth so pure and wholesome, sustaining the needs of man as
nothing else can do; the grand, the awe-inspiring sea, so broad
and deep and infinite; the earth itseif, the hoary, rugged earth;
the ever-varying ethereal sky with the ‘*witchery of its soft
blue " ; the fleecy shifting clouds, the heavenly bodies in whom-
we have before us ‘ the perpetual presence of the sublime”;
the grand phenomena of nature—the lightning flashing between
gloom and glory; the living thunder “leaping from peak to peak
among the rattling crags” —these and a thousand other aspects, of
Naturc we see almost daily. Still we are not in a position to
know her and appreciate her fully. We are in a way blind to
the beauties of natare. We pass by nature with unseeing
eyes.

The beauties of nature are so varied and incomprehensible
that they are beyond all description and compatison. We can
only see them, study them and imbibe the pleasures so obtain-
ed. Itis the rare privilege of the gifted few ‘‘to woo nature in
her most secret haunts and watch her minutest caprices' and
comment upon the sights in sublime poetry. But still most as-
pects of nature must appeal to the average mind if only we have
an inclination in that line. By observing we understand that
the various phenomena of nature are the different manifestations
of God himself. It is in the country parts that we are able to
get most beautiful pictures of nature -with their captivating
charm. * The solemn pomp of groves and woodland glades
with the deer trooping in silent ~herds across them; the hare
bounding away to the covert; or the pheasant suddenly bursting
upon the wing "—these are quite familiar sights for a dweller
of the country side. But the pity of it is that the rustics as a
rule are either ob]i.vious_ of these sights, or they do not care to
observe the hand of the Divine power in the shaping of these.
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Now turning to the influence of nature on man, it may be
observed nature has a strong hold on man and his activities.
Nature exerts great influence on the career of man. Evena
heathen, observing the {reaks of nature and her mysteries can-
not but believe that there is a divine power, beyond all human
conception, animating and controlling the whole universe. And,
of course, to the God-fearing and pious people every aspact of
nature bears a particular meaning of its own, conveying the great
universal maxims of truth, love and obedience. They see the
hand of God in everything.

The great charm of natural scenery is in the moral feeling
that seems to pervade it. It is associated in the mind with ideas
of order, of quiet, and of sober and well-established principles.
What simplicity is there in nature and yet what complexity! The
order is so perfect, the harmony is so supreme, that the whole
looks like one animated body, and yet the variety is endless. Na-
ture’s wild fertility and never-ending complexity are appreciated
more especially when compared with the products of our manual
labour, our mechanical laws, and our rigid machinery. The
regular systematic order of nature is amazing. As Emerson
says, ©* Ths bird hastens to lay her egg, the egg hastens to be a
bird.” Thus goes on the endless cycle of natural happenings.
The cause of all this is the implicit obedience to the divine
power. Compactly, yet with spacious fulness, succeeding each
other gracefuily, symmeltrically, the objects of nature fit into one
another. Every object seems to do its own duty, cheerfully
and uncomplainingly.  One does not interfere with another,
yet the mutual help between all is wonderful. Do not these
appeal to our minds and actuate us to follow in their wake ?

Nature teaches us not to {ret or be anxjous. Nature
works by fixed laws; in obedience to one central law, the soul
of God which exists in the heart of it.  Nature teaches us that
a higher law than that of our will regulates events. Nature
shows us that

“All are but parts of one stupendous whole
Whose body Nature is and God the soul”’;
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and teaches us to have loving belief and implicit faith in

the power of God. Thus as a spiritual teacher nature exercises
the maximum influence on us.

The influence of nature on the poetic and the imaginative is
still deeper and more profound. The various scenes and
phenomena of nature appeal to them in quite a different way.
They derive the maximum amount of pleasure by observing
nature in her various moods. Therein they get divine inspira-
tion and suilable material for their poetic productions. To
them nature is a teacher and the living image of God. In the
trembling of the leaves and the moaning of the winds they hear
the voice of God. Their imagination helps them to

“Find tongues in trees, books in the running brooks,
Sermons in stones and good in everything.”

To them the beautiful dreamy flowers appear to whisper their
mysterious secrets to the gentle wind., The haunting strains
of dream musicin the ripple of the tiny streamlets, the soft
splash of the mountain rills, the golden sunshine of the evening
which give all things a wonderful unreal glow,~—all these remind
the imaginative of enchanted castles, fairy Princesses and
gailant knights. With Wordsworth, the great poet of nature,

they feel :
“A presence that disturbs one with the joy
Of elevated thoughts, a sense sublime.”’
The influence of nature is further emphasised in the famous
and oft-quoted lines,
“ One impulse from the vernal wood
May teach you more of man,
Of moral evil and of good,
Than all the sages can.”

The best example of the influence of nature on the
poetic mind is seen in Wordsworth, Nature to him was
everything.  From the everlasting variety of nature’s
common appearances he derived enormous pleasure. He
found it easy in his solitary hours to meditate upon ‘“‘all na-
ture’s million mysteries, the fearful and the fair,”  Wordsworth
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found nature intelligent and eloquent in the utterance of truth,
He understood and acted up to the saying that,

““ In contemplation of created things
By steps we may ascend to God.”

He thought it impossible to sec God except through nature-
To him this'universe was the serene reflex of the divine thought?
‘He believed in the capability of naturc to teach all mankind, and
he thought it our essential duty to admire and love God’s work
and to be perfected by its study.

To the gloomy pessimists and philosophers nature presents
quite a different aspect. The pessimist finds himself lost in
silent meditation amidst natural beauty. When compared with
God’s wonderful and numberless creations, the phllosopher finds
himself a tiny being,—a mere bit of mortal clay. The stillness
of the midnight, the sighing wind, the pale moon, the faintly
shining stars—all these fill him with gloomy thoughts. He tries
to moralize with Sir Edwin Arnold,

“We are the voices of the wandering wind
Which moan for rest, and rest can never find;
So as the wind is, so is mortal life,
A moan, a sigh, a sob, a storm, a strife.”
He looks up to the heavens and learns wisdom, when he sees the
mighty invisible spirit holding sway over all things.

Nature always seems to deliver a message of love to God
and to our fellow-men—nature is alive to all, and influences men
of different moods in different ways. If looked at from the
right side, nature shows herself to be the living robe of God.
The beauties of nature are a never-failing: source of pleasure and
interest. But she unfolds herself only to the moral man—the
truly good. Happy is the man or woman who understands
nature, and who can say,

“ The meanest floweret of the vale,
The simplest note that swells the gale,
The common Sun, the air, the skies
To me are opening Paradise.”




Swami Vivekananda as a Patriot.
By T. PARAMESWARA MENON (/7. U, C.)

Rightly has Sister Nivedita observed that the “Shastras,
the Guru and the motheriand” are the three notes that mingle
themselves to form the music of the whole works of Swami
Vivekananda. The essential spirit of the Swamiji's utterances
and writings is that of a dignified type of patriotism. Every
word, every line, and every page of his monumental works, is
aglow with a steriing devotion to the mother country.

Before the appearance of the Swamiji on the arena of India,
the religion, culture and civilisation of the land were held in
somewhat low esteem by the westerners. It was even
widely doubted not only in the West, but even in India
itself whether the ancient land of Bharata had to great
credit a great and worthy civilisation, as was ascribed to her
by her admirers. At this time it was that Vivekananda, actu-
ated by a deep sense of duty, convinced of the inherent genius
and heritage of his countrymen, started forth and proclaimed in

wasm——trumpet voice the eternal message of India to the world.

It goes without saying that the world was taken by surprise.
Both East and Westwere awakened. India was shaken forcibly
from her age-long torper and inertia. The Indians were told
that they were not the lambs that they were told to be, but a
most vigorous race, while western peoples were convinced
regarding the true genius of our people.

The greatest service of the Swamiji to India and the world
at large is in his wise interpretation of the spirit of the Orient
and the Occident. He has explained everywhere in his works
with the characteristic ardour of a patriot that the true genius of
India consists in her ethical and spiritual culture.  Well has he
observed that “‘just asin the West even the man in the street
wishes to trace his descent from the robber-baron of the middle
ages, soin India,eventhe Emperoron the throne wishes to trace
his descent, fram the beggar-sage of the forest who is clad in the
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leaves of trees and lives upon the fruits of the forest’”. THerein
we find a worthy adoration of the genius and culture of India by
one who is Indian to the core.

The Swamiji, however, is not slow to recognise and appre«
~ ciate the spirit of the Occident. His love of India has not
blinded him to understand that creative, organizing and materia-
listic culture of the west is indispensable to the progress and
well-being of the world. Examining the ideals of the Orient
and the Occident he observes:—

“Each of these types has its grandeur, each has its giory.
The present adjustment will be the harmonious commingling of
these two ideals. To the Oriental, the world of spirit is as real,
as to the Occidental, the world of senses™.

Here we have a typical instance of the spirit of ““give and
take’’. With adue adoration of the spiritand genius of the mother.
land, there is a full and frank recognition of alien culture aund
civilisation. In the advocay of this policy of “‘give and take’ lies

“the exalted character of Vivekananda’s patriotism. Thzre is
no disparaging of the aliens and their civilisation.

It was this type of patriotism which was perhaps the most
valuable asset of Vivekananda in his momentous missions
abroad. ' As the young yeilow-clad sanyasin stood on the plat-
form of the Chicago Parliament of religions, a confluence of the
East and the West was effected. The voice of the Vedic Rishis of
Ancient India spoke itself through the thundering eloquence and
patriotisms of the young Indian Yogi. The mysterious spiritual
fountain of the East was emptied in torrents by the eloquent
young speaker. '

In his American speeches the dominant note is one, more of
patriotism than of eloquence. 1In the case of Vivekananda, it
is worthy to note that his eloquence was only born of patriotism.
It is this harmonious commingling of patriotism and eloquence
that enabled him to carry away the palm of victory everywhere.
Itis in his American speeches that his patriotism reached its
highest pitch. In his response to the Welcome Address presented
at the Chicago Parliament, he had almost forgotten his indi-
vidual identity, and for the moment become merged in his
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religion and country. It was in no perscnal capacity that he
replied to their address, but ‘‘in the name of the most ancient
order of monks in the world, and the millions and millions of
Hindu people of all classes and sects”. In the subsequent
peroration, reproduced elsewhere in this essay, the patriotism
of Vivekananda has almost reached the stage of the noble and
the sublime. :

Patriotism was with Vivekananda a sort of inalienable trait
of character. It was this patrietic ardour which enabled him so
successfully to move his audiences everywhere in Europe,
America and India. His patriotic fervour enables the Indians
to understand what they are really worth and what they can be
with their latent potentialities developed. Here is the concluding
passage of his “ Message of India to lhe world.”

_ ““ And I challenge anybody to show one single period of her
national life, when India was lacking in spiritual giants, capable
of moving the world. But her work is spiritual, and that cannot
be doue with blasts of war-trumpets, orthe march of cohorts. Her
influence has always fallen upon the world like that of the gentle
dew, unheard and scarcely marked, yet bringing into blossom
the fairest flowers of the earth. This influence heing in its
nature gentle would have to wait for a fortunate combination of
circumstances, to go out of the country into other iands, though
it never ceased to work within the limits of the native land. As
such, every educated person knows that whenever the empire-
building Tartar or Persian or Greek or Arab brought this land
into contact with the outside world, a mass of spiritual influence
- flooded the world from here. The very same circumstances
have presented themselves once more before us. The English
high roads over land and sea, and the wonderful power mani-
- fested by the inhabitants of that little island are waiting for the
message that will save them from the hideous abyss of mater.
ialism into which modern money worship is driving them head-
long and many of the leaders of the new social movement have

already discovered that Vedanta in its highest form can alone
spiritualise their sociaj aspirations.”

Vivekananda has here shown the right grasp of India’s past,
a right understanding of her potentialities and what she has
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practically been able to achieve during the past Further his
patriotism will be found to be most wholesome and chastising
in its influence, making us feel proud of what we should
legitimately be proud of and exhorting us to be worthy of our
heritage and traditions. ,

Though there are numerous passages in his works, bearing
ample testimony to his love for the country, a few more alone
will be given. In his Modern India, after making an original
and historical investigation into the causes of India’s present
decadence, he addresses the mother-land in the following charac-
teristic words :—

“Oh! India! With this slander of others, with this bare
imitation of others, with this base dependence onothers, this sia-
vish weakness, this vile and detestable cruelty —wouldst thou
with these provisions only, scale the highest pinnacle of ci-
vilisation and greatness? Wouldst thou attain by means of thy
disgraceful cowardice, that deserved only by the brave and the
heroic? Oh India! Forget not—that the God thou worship-
pest is the great ascetic of ascetics, the all-renouncing Sankara,
the Lord of Uma; forget not-—that thy marriage, thy wealth,
thy life, are not for sense pleasure —are not for thy individual
personal happiness; forget not—that thou art born as a sacrifice
to the Mother’s Altar; forget not—that thy social order is but-a
reflex of the infinite universal Motherhood ; forget not—that the
lower classes, the ignorant, the poor, the illiterate, the cobbler,
the sweeper, are thy flesh and blood, thy brothers. Thou brave
one, be bold, take courage, be proud that thou art an Indian—
and proudly proclaim,— “I am an Indian —every Indian is my
brother”. Say, “ The ignorant Indian, the poor destitute In-
dian, the Brahmin Indian, and the Pariah Indian, is my brother”.
Then too, clad with but a rag round thy loins, proclaim at the
top of thy voice: ‘ The Indian is my brother, the Indian is my
life, India’s gods and goddesses are my God, India’s society is
the cradle of my infancy, the Pleasure-Garden of my youth, the
Sacred Heaven, the Baranasi of my old age”’. Say brother, * The
soil of India is my highest heaven, the good of India is my good”™’|
and repeat and pray day and night O Thou, Lord of Gouri,
O Thou, mother of the universe, vouchsaie manliness unto me ;
O' Thou, Mother of strength, take away my weakness, take away
my unmanliness, and—MAKE ME A MAN",
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How tLrlllmg, noble, and inspiring these words 118' They
are like arrows in their effects on the minds of the readers; they
are capable of plumbing the lowest depths of the Indian mmd. '
They have the power to engender a noble sense of self-respect
in every Indian worthy of the name and to make him realise his
true worth and greatness. In point of its dignity, pathos and
eloquence, the above quoted passage is one of the very best
that has proceeded from this veritable Lion of Vedanta.

Apart from the poetry, music, and artistic beauty of these
and other passages, there is in them the burning spirit of a
genuine patriot, which forms the most remarkable feature of his
writings and utterances. At a time of general and widespread
decadence in all walks of Indian life, intellectual, social, politi-
cal, religious and economic—the patriotic writings and speeches
of Vivekananda form a splendid oasis in a desert encompassed
by an atmosphere of servitude, inactivity, ]eulousy and suspicion.
They serve, so to speak, as “fire-pillars” in an area enshrouded
in impenetrable gloom.

Vivekananda's greatest service to modern India as a patriot
—a service, for ever memorable and monumental—is in. having
proclaimed that India was not dying and degenerate, as it was'
th = believed to be, and that she could even when too late rise

glorious and invincible", with all her greatness fevived. As
th= young Indian yogi. with his superfiuous and flowing Bengali
dress, cheerful countenance and thrilling eloquence, traversed
foreign countries delivering the message of the East, the day of
India’s redemption brightly dawned. As a result, India’s
claims for the spiritual leadership of the world came soon to be
ungrudgingly recognized by all the fair and honest minds of the
West.

Having dwelt so much at length on the patriotic characte!
of this great Apostle of Modern India, it cannot be forgotten
that although an ardent and enthusiastic citizen of India; he never
ceased to be acitizen of the world. It was his life ambition to
bring about universal peace and brotherhood among the diverse
races and nationalities of the globe, with his own mother
country as the Grand Arbiter. His works that have been
published in seven volumes by the Ramakrishna Mission, bear
more than ample testimony to this fact. It may also be said.
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without fear of contradiction that he is almost the model of a
citizen of the world. Spending the major part of his life in
America and Europe in active propaganda work, he has moved
closely with Western Society and with a'l his patriotism has
not harboured the least hatred or prejudice against alien culture
and civilization.

It needs to be explained in this connection that with him
patriotism was not a mere writing and speech-making affair,
but it was par excellence an affair of ardent and strenuous work.
Forsaking the prospects of a brilliant worldly career that lay
open before him as he left the Calcutta University, he had the
moral courage to dedicate his life for the cause of India’s uplilt.
From that moment he worked vigorously sparing neither time
nor trouble in doing what he deemed to be his duty towards the
country. The strain of this noble but arduous mission fell so
heavy on him that he passed away at a very early age, leaving a
whole world in mourning.

The Madras Provincial Boy Scouts’ Jamboree,

(1925-26.)
By V. RAMANATHA AYYAR, M. A, L. T.

Of all the momentous events that have happened in India
recently, the Scouts’ Jamboree held at Madras, from 29th Dec-
ember 19235 to 2nd January 1926, is perhaps one of the most
important, bsing s5 pregnant with possibilities for the future.
The organisers perhaps intended it to be only a Provincial
gathering but it proved to be a miniature world Jamboree re-
presenting as it did the whole of India, b:sidss containing re-
presentatives from Baluchistan, Ceylon, Burma, Java, Holland,
Sweden, nay, even from distant America. It was in every
sense a representative gathering, for there were found in it
Scouts of all castes, creeds and colours united by bonds of
fraternity through the wonderful agency of scouting. How de-
lighted indeed the world's Chiel Scout must have felt; had he
been present physically (as he certainly-was in spirit) to witness
that vast assembly of Scouts !
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~ The Jamboree was veritably a mighty gathering of about
3,200 Scouters and Scouts all told. Of the Indian contingents
that of Mysore was particularly strong, consisting of as many as
260 Scouts. Next came H}dcrab’td with 86, whilst Cochin,
though small in size, was well represented by about 62 registered
representatives besides a dozen non-registered Scouts. Plucky
Pudukotia was not a whit behind, for she had sent a strong
contingent of 6o. Among the various districts of the Presi-
dency, Madura was easily the first with its {ormidable band of
300 Scouts, while Tanjore, Madras, Arcot, Chingelput and
Coimbatore came close behind with equally large contingents.
Baluchistan had sent a heroic band of 8 who were quite cheery
and happy in spite of their arduous journey. Ceylon was cons-
picucusly 1eptesented by a body of no less than 150 Scouts.
Ecsides the Scouters and Scouts who had registered their seats
by paying the camp fees, there was a considerable number of
Scouts as well as Scouters who had come as visitors from all
parts of India.

The Scouts were comfortakly accommodated in the spa-
cious Island grounds kindly placed at the disposal of the Scout
Officers by the military authorities who also helped the Scouts
by pitching the tents for them and in sundry other ways. The
camp was divided into sections, according to Districts, Indian
States and sister Provinces. It was indeed an edilying spectacle
to witness the vast concourse of Scouts living together in
perfect amity and good-will.

The arrangements made in connection with the Jamboree by
those who were responsibie for them were simply marvellous
and represented in fact the triumph of organisation. Every-
thing had been well thought out beforehand and suitably pro-
vided for. There were afew difficultics on the first day as the
plans of the organizers were rudely upset by the heayy rains on
the previous day but the weather cleared up with wonderful ra-
pidity and before noon all the Scouts were in camp, making ready
for the opening ceremony.

His Excellency, Viscount Goschen, Provincial Chief Scout,
formally opened the Jamboree, the Scouts being arranged all
around the extensive arena. There was a large gatheting of the
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elite of the town. Messages were then read from the Chief
Scout of the world, from His Excellency Lord Reading, Chiet
Scout for India, and other distinguished personages connected
with the movement. Thenensued the Cuband Girl Guide Rally
and Demonstrations by the University Training corps. These
were sprightly and smart and were ‘much appreciated by all,
The Camp Fire, so dear to the heart of every Scout, had to be
given up on the first day as all the Scouts were travel-worn and
were in need of absolute rest.

The programme drawn up for the Jamboree was quite en-
joyable. Elaborate provision had been made to take parties of
Scouts for sight-seeing in the city at all convenient hours. Motor
lorries and cars had been requisitioned towards this purpose and
these were available in large numbers. The Camp Fire was
perhaps the most delightful item and it was open to the public
who came in larger and yet larger numbers day by day. Among
the many charming items contributed by the different contin-
gents for Camp Fire, special mention should be made of the
~ imitation festival processions by the Ceylon Scouts, the Vanchi-
pattu of the Cochin Scouts, the Red Indian Dance of the Cey-
lonese brothers and the Kummi of the Madura Scouts. These
evoked loud and persistent cheering {rom the audience.

There were, besides, many items demanding team-work,
These were inter-patroi contests. The ambulance fests, the
scout obstacle race and other items were all team competitions
where success meant agility, resourcefulness, patience and abi-
lity to work in concert with others for a common end. The
Fancy Dress show was grand, while the Folk Dances, quaint,
lively and exciting as they were, provided much food for merri-
ment. '

The New year Day was a day of strenuous work for the
Scouts. After witnessing the proclamation parade, the Scouts
marched in procession through all the important streets in
Madras. It was a splendid sight. The stately procession ex-
tended to about three furlongs and tlhe Scouts with their
streamers of variegated colours tied to their staves marching to
the music of the band, amidst all the glory of a pleasant morn was
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indeed impressive and inspiring. In the evening there was the
Grand Rally, March Past and Display. The March Past was
a splendid sight which cccupied in all about half an hour, Each
contingent marched in columns of eight observing a certain order
arranged beforehand, led by the Commissioner, the flag bearers
and a small Scout bearing the poster on which the name of the
District was prominently printed. His Excellency stood at the
saluting base and graciously received the salute of each contin-
gent with his characteristically genial smile. His Excellency
presided over the Camp Fire items on this day which were
unusually brilliant.

A Boxing tournament was held on the last day and was
supervised by Captain F. Maxwell Lawford. The tournament
took place on a raised platform specially improvised for the
purpose. It was eminently successful and much appreciated.
Ceylon was prominent here and two of her champijns came out
successful. Madras too had her champions. It was delightful
to witness this manly sport and too often the spectators seemed
more excited than the competitors themselves.

The Scout Craft Exhibition was also fruitful of beneficial
results. ‘The exhibits were neatly arranged and set off to the
best advantage. The exhibits were many and comprehensive as
they represented all spheres of human activity. Every one of
them was so good that it was tough work for the judges to de-
cide as to whom the prizes should be awarded. The exhibition
brought home to the minds of all, perbaps more forcibly than any
thing else could have done, the mighty potentialities inherent in
scouting which is essentially a preparation for good citizenship.
It afforded scope for the display of imagination and intelligence
and the variety and excellence of the exhibits more than justified
the expectations entertained by one and all.
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Reviews and Notices of Books.

g @arleiome (Branthivilasam)—a Malayalam adaptation of
Shakespeare’s “Comedy of Errors”—By K. Kunhunni Nayar,
- B.A., B.L., High Court Vakil, Trichur—Published by the author
himself. :

To transiate Shakespeare’s works into anothzr lancuage with even a fair :
degree of success is well-nigh a colossal feat. Barring the great German
Schlegel whose German version of Shakespeare still remains far and a ay
the best of Shakespeare renderings and holds a pre eminently high rank ia
the literature of translations, we look in vain, in all kuropean literature,
for one who has accomplished this feat without laying himself open to the
censure conveyed by the famous Italian epigran. If to translate Shakespeare
into a European langaage is difficult, the task of renderinz his plays into
the Indian languages is beset with infinitely greater risks and difficulties.
It is therefore no matter for sarprise that we have very few successful render-
ings of Shakespeare in Malayalam. Adaptations of the stories of the dra-
matist's plays cannot make up for the deficiency of good renderings in
dramatic garb. Nuvertheless these adaptations scrve, like Lamb’s Zu/es, to
popularise the great Iinglish m>ster amongst the public of Maiabar; but if
the object is to represent Shakespeire at h s bast, which amongst the many
plays of the great artist should the translato. choos2? cCertainiy those
which will live for all time and on which the dramatist’s greatness rests.
Will all the plays of Shakespzare resist the wear of lime in equal degree?
Without answering this question one way or the othe:, we may say taat if any
one of this master-artist’s plays runs at all the risk of being ignored or for-
goliten in future ages, it iy the Comedy of Errors for the reason that the
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interest of this play centres, not, as in the other plays, round the masterly
analysis of character, or the interaction of subtle human feelings and pas-
sions, or the portrayal of romantic fairy. worlds, or pictures of idyllic life,
or inspiriling events of past hislor'icnl'glory, but only round a very conven-
tional theme, popular amongst the Elizabethan play-goers, of mistakes of
identity which create surprise after surprise. Even single siluations of drama-
tic interest or literary beauty are absent in this play, with the exception
probably, of the passags in Aet V, Scene 1 where Aegeon, the Syracusan
merchant, utters a lament ¢ Not know my voice! O ! Time's Extremity. etc.’

Though the play considered as a work of art sulfers from these defects,
yet as a screaming farce with an intricate and arresting plot, the story of
the play is bound to appeal to juvenile readers. Mr, Kunhunni Nayar has,
in the book under review, narratecd the story in a simple and gently flowing
style eminently adapted for the purposes of juvenile readers. Mr. Nair’s
style is neither too scholarly nor too much of a pasods, but is a singular but
vigorous blend of scholarly strength and vernacular grace which for purposes
of narration, though not for dramatic or lyric composition, is highly suitable
on account of its simplicity and meandering flow. Mr, Nair's translation is
based on Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar’s Bengali adaptation of the play, and the
vernacularised names of characters used in the Bengali work have been
adopted in the Malayalam version also,

We have great pleasure in commending the book to ali college students
as a goed book for *‘extra reading.’,

N RS
©290™ aviralade_Life of Ramdas, the great Mahratta
Saint—By K. Kunhunni Nayar, High Court Vakil, Trichur—
Published by the Mangalodayam Press, Trichur,

Love, Blood and Tron (Licbe, Blut and Eisen) furm the theme of miny
a modern story clustering round the fabled castles and fortresses of the Ger-
man Rheinland, the va.leys of the Tiber and the Po resound even to-day
with the glory of hoary Rome (a/ma Romaz), numberless scenes of hallowed
memory still make the Frenchman proud of his ¢ paséc’. Al the modern lii-
eratures of all these European countries reflect feclings of national pride and
patriotism, as we see from the tales of valour and noble heroism that appear
almost every day in these lands; but in India, though our past, immediate
as well as remote, has not been less glorious, not less inspiriting, such tales
of heroism about the storied names of the past ¢ with broad approach of fame
and ever=echoing avenues of song '’ are so little popular that a work of this
class is almost a rarity amidst the shoals of mystic works and erotic fiction
that fill our Indian book markets today. Is the paucity of this class of works
in India due to the attenuation of the martial spirit of the people
to the vanishing point ? Be this as it may, the only province in India that
at all favours this class of productions is Maharashtra, Even in Bengal a
few patriotic plays of D, L, Roy and a few tales of Bankim Chatlerjee apa,rt, :
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it is the social novel treating about Hindu family life, its charms and its
evils, that reigns today.

Biographics of modern Indian heroes and saints are very few in Mala-
yélam: Mr. Nayar’s patriotic attempt to present to Malayali readers a series
of sketches of the lives of such personages therefore deserves warm praise
and commendation, The latest addition to his series is a sketch of the life
of Ramdas, the great Mahratta Saint, who so powerfuliy influenced the career
and life-work of Shivaji in the seventeenth century.

We welcome this little book as a very useful aid, in the hands of our

students and yvoung men, for the cultivation of a healthy spirit of patrio-
tism. LoVa R

& -1, The British Empne (Parts I and II)—By K. S. Bala-
krishna Ayyar, B. A. Norman Printing Bureau, Calicut), Prlce
Re. 1—8—o0. For each part separately, Rupee one.

2. A Brief Survey of the British Empire— By S.A. Rama-
krishna Ayyar, B. A. (Norman Printing Bureau, Calicut).
Price Re. 1.—8—o.

3-  The early Moguls and the Portuguese Power in India

—By V. Rama Ayyar, B. A.,, L. T. (Published by M. Sesha-
chalan & Co., Hindu Press, Masulipatam.) Price 10 as.

The above three books areintended as text-books for eur High school pupils.
There has all along been a great paucity of suitable text-books in the several
subjects for our secondary students and it is a welcome sign of the times that
this deficiency is now being slowly suppiied, thanks to the efforts of some
of our experienced teachers, While some of the books published are mere
‘notes’ or cram-books which must be tabooed, there are, at the same time, not
a few books which have been prepared with care and diligence and can
safely be recommcended to our pupils, To the latter category belong the
three books noted above,

1, This is a revised and enlarged edition of the author's Outlines
of British Empire History published recently. The whole book has
been practically re-written so much so that the present book, instead of
being merely a revised edition, is practically a new book. The two parts
together run to very nearly 4oo pages, Part I being taken up with the his-
tory of the Empire up to 1815 and Part II, with the subsequent history of
the Empire, ‘The matter is well-arranged ; there is a useful summary and a
list of questions at the end of each chapter: and the longer quotations and
extracts which appear to abound in the book are given in smaller type, so as

“to mark them out from the general body of the matter, Written as it is, in a
graceful and atiractive style, the book may weli be expected to keep the in-
terest of students and teachers sustained throughout. It is very grati-
fying to find that the geographical features of the Empire have been dwelt-
upon at great length, as their importance deserves, We regret that the book
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has now been issued without maps but are ascured that in a short time this
defect will be remedied.

The printing and get-up of the book are very satisfactory, which reflects
no little credit on the Norman Printing Bureau, Calicut, and it is priced suf-
ficiently low, in view of the quality and quantity of the matter it contains.

2. We accord a hearty welcome to this texi-book as well, which has
been brought out to meet the reauirements of candidates preparing for the
S. F. Examination. As observed by Mr. Statham in his Foreward, the book re-
presents much painstaking, labour and thought and it must undoubtedly
prove very heipful to the teachers and students of British Empire History.
The treatment of the subject in this book, especially in the earlier portions
is not quite so full or adequate, as in the book previously noticed, but stilly
the bock contains enough matter; well arranged and well presented, to meet
the requirements of S. F. candidates, The lucid style of the-book, the ma-
thodical arrangement of matter aad the matter-of fact mode of treatment,
are featurcs which would specially commend the book to our school-going
population.

We are glad to state that the printing and get-up of the book are excel.
lent and that the inclusion of a dozen maps, carefully drawn and clearly
printed, further enhances its usefulness materially.

3. This is a book dealing with the special portion in Indian History
prescribed of the S. F. Examination of 1926. The book is evidently the out-
come of much labour and study and we arc glad to find that a great deal of
useful literature,  including recent publications. such as Quanungo’s Sker
Sha and Smith’s Akbar has been consulted by the author in the preparation
of the book. There is perhaps a little too much matter in the book for the
needs of H. S. punils who, we believe, will have to do a little judicious
skipping in using it.

The paper, printing and get-up of the book, however, leave much to ke
desired and the absence of maps and sketches is another serious defect which
must detract from its usefulness.

B9 Ry
1. alane ®w®ee) vd—@n.oad Nemiaclw W Lo,
(Printed at the Ramanuja Printing House, Ltd., Trlchtalr).
Price o—6—o. ‘
2. U laoano @D .08 . moise]@] @B DR,

(Printed at the Ramanuja Printing House, Ltd., Trichur),

Price o—8—o
"I'hese two-books are Malayalam renderings, by the young, talented autho-
ress, Srimati Ambad: Ikkavu Amma, of two well-known books in English-=

]7(7.1(115 Sankara: Wariar by Mr. C. Achyuta Menon and Sz Harsha of
Kanouj by Mr, K; M. Panikkar—the first dealing with one of the grcatesg
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statesmen of modern Cochin and the second, with one of the greatest emperors
of ancient India. It was certainly an excellent idea on the part of the gifted
authoress to have thought of enriching Malayalam literature by adding two
historical biographies like these and she is deserving well of the Malayalam
public, especially of all f:iends and well-wishers of Malayalam literaiure, for
what she has done. :

Mr. Achyuta Menon’s book is known to usas a fascinatiing little biography
which, having regard to its intrinsic merits of style and subject-matter, is
sure to find an abiding place in the literature of Indian biography. The
hero of the book was indeed a divinely-gifted man ¢ whose life in low estate
began,* who, by dint of character and ability, pushed his way up to the sum?
mit and lived to clutch the golden keys of Cochin administration. -.-Diwan
Sankara Wariar was the statesman who laid broad and deep the foundation
of Cochin administration on which Lis successors have continued to build.
The life of such a man must, indesd, be insiructive and inspiring at all times
and our authoress has shown sound discrimination and judgment in the
choice of Mr. Menon's book for her Malayalam rendering. As for the render
ing itself, we are glad to find that it has been executed very satisfactorily and
that the charim and beauly of the original have largely been preserved in
the translation. The book is written in chasle, simple, language which
must be intelligible even to our L. S. pupils. = Although the fastidious cye
may detect flaws here and there in the rendering, we have no hesitation in
saying that it is sufficiently good to deserve warm commendation. The book
may, with advantage, be adopted asa ‘ Reader ' in the Lower Secondary
department of our schools.

2. Mr. K. M. Panikkar’s S»i/ Harsha is more a historical than a bio-
graphical work, a very large portion of ths book being taken up with the réign
and administration of Harsha and the political and social conditions of the
age. Many portions of the book, crammed as they are with historical facts and
details, are rather dry reading and we are afraid that, on theawhole, the book
is likely to have an appeal rather to advanced students of indian History
than to the lay public. The rendering ef a historical book like Mr, Panikker’s
couid, by no means, have been an easy task and we warmly congratulate the
authoress on her achievement.

Sri Harsha is one of the greatest rulers of India, nay of the world, and
his name shines in the firmament of Indian History with a lustre, all its
own, All of us need to know something about the sublime deeds: and achieve-
ments of this illustrious emperor and Srimati Ikkavu Amma’sbook is ceitainly
a worthy contribution to the historical literature in Malayalam. It may not
be quite as popular with the lay public as her other book but i§ ndt-the less
valuable on that account, :

P50



The Maharaja’s College Science Association.

With a view to stimulate the intcrest of the students of the college in
the study of science outside the class rooms and also to provide a common
meeting ground for those studying science in the various departments, it was
considered necessary to organise a Science Association. The following provi-
sional rules have been adopted for the conduct of the Association. ;—

t, Name—The Mzharaja’s College Science Association,

2, Aims and Objects.—To encourage and popularise the study of
science by means of lectures, demonstrations, exhibitions etc
3. Membership.—Membership shall be open to the staff and students
of the Maharaja’s College and, at the discretion of the Managing Committee,
{o others who are interested in the study of science, on payment of subscrip-
tions at the following rates:—
(a) Staff—Re. 1 per annum.
(b) Students—4 as, per annum,
(c) Qthers—Re, 1 per annum.

The subscriptions are payable before October 1st cvery year.

4. Management.—The management shall be vested in a committee of
eleven consisting of the following :—The Principal (Zx-officio President), two
vice-Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, two other members of the College
staff (to be elected) and four student representatives, one from each of the
college classes (to be elected). :

. Meetings.—The meetings shall ordinarily be once every fortnight.

6. Exhibitions.—An Exhibition shall be held once every year, the
arrangements for the same to be made by a Special Exhibition Commitiec,

% & ® s :
Tor the current year subscriptions should be paid before February 1.

The Managing Committee for the current year is to consist of the
following :—

3, The Principal—President (Lx-officio).

2, Mir. S. K.Subrahmanya Ayyar,

Professor of Physics Vice-Presidents.

3. - s R, Gopala Ayyar,—do ZooEogy}

4. s N. R. Ramachandra Ayyar, }
Assistant Professor of Physics Secretary.
E. s V.V, Sivarama Ayyar,—do Chemistry, Treasurer,

6, ., G.R.Narayana Ayyar,—do Applicd Mathcs.
#. o P.Sapkaran Nambiyar,—do English }Members.
— T ) Kuriakose——Student, III, U, C,
Qs o S Ramachandran ,, o
10. 5 . P, Achyutan = Ly UG-
IIs »n .MLB‘ESM’AH » Il U- C|

I Student members,
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A Science Exhibition is proposed to be held this year towards the end

of February.

= % S st % Ed

Three meetings of the Association have been held so far. At the first meet-
ing, on 3oth November 1925, the Inaugural address was delivered by Mr. S,
K. Subrahmanya Ayyar, Professor of Physics, on 7he Zendencies of Modern
Science. A resume of this address is printed elsewhere. At the second meeting
Mr. R, Gopala Ayyar, Professor of Zoology, delivered a very interesting lecture
on Zhe animal and its cnvireniment. ‘The lecture was illustrated by a large
selection of lantern slides, many of which were colourad. 'Thz third lecture
(an opportune one) on Solar FLclipses was delivered by Mr. G. A. Srini-
vasan, Professor of Mathematics,on Wednesday, 13th January 1926, on the
eve of the recent solar eclipse, This lecture also was illustrated by lantern
slides several of which had been spccially prepared for the occasion. It is
very encouraging to note the large attendence at these lectures and it is
hoped that at this rate the Association will be able to do some useful work,

N. R. RAMACHANDRA AYYAR,

Secretary,

Our College Day Celebrations

On Saturday, the 19th December 1925, came off our “*College Day”, which
was celebrated with much ec/az, enthusiasm and rejoicing by all concerned—
the past and present students of the College and the staff. Tastefully de-
corated with many-coloured flags and festoons, floating gaily in the breeze,
the premises of the College looked indeed bright and picturesque on the oc-
casion, The arrangements made by the Day Committee were all that could
be desired and the whole function went off in perfect order, without the
slightest hitch or confusion.

A varied and interesting programme was gone through on the occasion,
the following being the main items ;—

(1) Sports & S vie =S ese 7—10a.m, 8

(2) Meeting of the Old Boys’ Association vee 2=—3-30 p.m,
(3) Social Gathering Toa -t ses 3-30—=4-30 p.m
(4) Public Meeting ses 4-30—6=30 p.m.3

(5) Fancy Dress Competition s ve 6-30—7%-30 p.m.!

Tamil Drama-EFriday night, o-
; : ‘ : ,9-12 p.m,
(6) Dramatic Entertamments{Enghsh Drama and 5 Maiay:ﬂam

Scenes-Saturday night, g p.m, 1 a;m;

All the items were admittedly gone through very successfully j;nd
this reflects no small credit on the various sub-committees concerned,
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which ~ indeed spatred no pains in the discharge of the functions
entrusted to them, It is certainly a matter
~for genuine gratification that the labours of
the various Committees and Office bearers
—in some - cases. very exacling and pro-
tracted— were at last crowned with the
success that was their due, :

: It is indeed a matter for congratu-

lation that the Committee was able to secure
the services of no less august a personage
than H. H, Ravi Varma, the - zrd Prince of
Cochin, to preside over the Day Celebrations.
It is of course His Highness’ noble perso-
nality that, more than anything else, con-
tributed to shed fustre on the celebrations
and render them a grand success.

H. H. Ravi Varma,
3vd Prince of Cochin

A brief account is given below of the
various items of the celebrations,

THE SPORTS.
By T.C. SANKARA MENON,

it 1oth December 1925, '—the day dawned, crisp and fine,—the College
Day. Early that morning three figures were seen flitting about the foreshore
maidan in front of the College, marking lines, sticking flags here and there,
and generally appearing to be * getting steam up .’ One of them was Prof,
Gopala Ayyar, the Secretary of the College Games Club and another Mr.
M. Balakrishna Menon, the Secretary of the Cochin Athletic Association, *
No wonder they were busy, for, at 7a.m, the aihletic competitions had to
be begun, and at 1o to be finished. **7—10: sports, ’~—had decreed the
General Committee of the Day Celebrations, and that was that! In a short
time a crowd had gathered. The indefatigable Student Volunteers arrived,
one of them with a useful bell, which he said he had not stolen, but had
just jumped right into his hands round the corner,

« Ding, Dong, Bell ”,—The grounds being cleared the various items were
gone throughs

Competition was keenin -all the items, and special mention may be made
of Messrs E; Parameswara Menon and P. Bhaskara Menon for their perform-
ances on the 440 ¥Yds.and zz20 Yds. tracks respectively, But, as a rule,
Competitors showed lack of practice and no terecords’’ were broken. In the

& "The third one fled at the approach of the Reporter and could not be identified,
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peons’ handicap race, however, Varu, our veteran head-peon, who finished
fourth in great style, (throwing his:arms-aloft, falling into the arms of the
nearest spectactor, and having a drink afterwards), insisted that he had broken
a record. His protestations were accompanied by a most charminz smile,
which he said he had acquired since he became ambassador to our New
Dominion, ** East \irginia ”’, so that the Judges, with all the weaknesses of
_strong sex, declared that he deserved a consolation prize.

One item, which I would like to make special mention of, is the match
between the Girl Students’ Badminton teams. Male spectators were abso
lutely taboo. Said some one:

+« T would make it death
TFor any male thing but to peep at us!’

Now to die has never been my hobby. Frankly, it is about the last thing 1
would undertake to do on the face of this Globe. So when I beard the above
terrible threat, I backed outof the show, winking to Dame Rumour to let me
know what happened. The lady students played out their game in the court
belonging to the Ladies’ Association, before a fairly good gathering of lady
guests, Miss. K. Gouri Amma, B. A. & L. T,, acted as umpite, The match
was decided in two games, the victory going to Miss. E. Mathew’s team, I
take this opportunity to congratulafe the winners, to wish good cheer to the
“losers, and to thank both the winners, and the losers for the response they made
to our invitation to take part in the celebrations,

Perhaps mention can-also be made of the Boat Race and the Swimming
Competition. Vast crowds had gathered on the foreshore to see the interest-
ing events. There were four boats, two manned by “Old Boys” and two by
the present students. ‘I*he Old Boys’ crew skippered by Mr, V, K, Gopala
Menon, which -came in first, rowed well and with rhythm from the start right
to the finish. The College crew skippered by Mr, N, K, Kumaran came
home second. Lacking practice it appeared to me that they lost wind early.
In the last lap they seemed to be much too exhausted even to row in unison.
Had they kept time theirs would have been at least a spectacular finish.
But circumstances are to blame for these defects, not the game set of students'
who, in spite of the ‘absence of facilities for practice, gallantly responded to
the general call and ‘gave such a good account of themselves though the odds
stood heavy against them. T will-hail with exultation the addition of a
water sports section to the College Games Club. Situated on the ‘shores of
the backwaters, training in boat-handling, swimming and other aquatic
activities seems to me a matter of necessity with us, With regard to
swimming, I have not much to say. ButI noticed that none of the com-
petitors that day swam in the famous *‘Crawl” style, Face half submerged,
you pratically float on the water and all the power of your hands and feet can
be utilised for propelling you onwards, The drag due to friction is also
minimised, I think that this style must be very effective, because thg
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American friend of mine who demonstrated and taught it to me was, in 1924,
awarded his Blue for swimming at Cambridge,

I offer my grateful thanks to the members of the sub-committee*

the Volunteers and others for the fine way in which they co-operated and helped
to make the function a success.

The following are the prize-winners:—

1. Badminton (Girl studentsy 1. Team captained by Miss E. Matthews

3

10,

11y
Y24

13.

(Boy students)

Tennis doubles

Boat Race

Tug-of-war
100 yds.
220 yds.
440 yds
Swimming
Hurdles

Musical chairs

Torch-swinging
Cycle slow Race

Peons’ Handicap Race

2. ) % ,» C. Joseph

ire o &~ Mr. C K Chandy

2, " ,, ,, D. Harihara Ayyar

1, Messts P. Achyuta Menon and D. Hari-
hara Ayyar

(Davies Memorial Cups)
,» P, Gopala Menon and Rama Subrah
manya Ayyar
1. Mr.. V K. Gopala Menon’s crew
“Gymkhana’’
(A silver cup awarded by Mr, and
Mrs, T, K. Krishna Menon)
Mr. N, K. Kumaran’s crew (College)
»» Ponnuswamy Naidu’s ‘I'eam
» P.Raghava Menon’s Team(College)
.» P, Gopala Menon
,» E. Parameswara Menon
s» P, Bhaskara Menon (Old Boy.)
» ¥V, Narayana Pillai (Old Boy)
,» E. Parameswara Menon
,, P.T. Gopalan Nayar
»» Co Kunjikrishna Menon
,» C. Pappunny Menon {Old Boy)
,»» C. Kunjikrishna Menon
»» C. Kittunni Menon
Messrs. C. Kunjkrishna Menon and
S. Venkateswara Ayyar.
2, w T, S. Viswanathan and T, N,
Subbaraman -
Mr. P, Vasudeva Kurup
1, Mr, Krishna Murthi
z. , N. Balakrishna Menon (Old Boy)
¥, Sankaran
2. Devassi
3. Varoo (Consolation Prize)

ta
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~ % For pames of Members see the previous issuc of the Magazine.
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THE FANCY DRESS COMPETITION.

At about 6.30 p. m,, a Fancy Dress Competition was held, which was
much appreciated and enjoyed by one and all present. The standard of
ingenuity and originality displayed by the competitors was truly remarkable
and the judges had a stiff time to assign places.

Prizes 1. Jewess (Mr. M. Govindan Elaydom)

“Beshrew me, but I love her most heartily’—Lorengo in Merchant

of Venice.

2, Chinaman (Mr, K. Padmanabha Menon, B. A)

“And he had a pigtail as long as himself’’—A/addin and the W onder-
ful Lamp,

3, Scarecrow (Old Boy Mr. M, V, Paul)

“Who is this, what thing of sea or land”—Milton—Samson Agonistes,

THE TAMIL DRAMA,
By V. RAMANATHA AYYAR,

‘I'he Tamil Drama got up for the College Day Celebration was staged
on Friday, 4th Dhanu, in the College Hall. It was a historical play refer-
ring to the spacious days of Prince Bhoja of Dhar who figures so prominently
in Indian folk-lore. The selection of the story was certainly happy for the
audience was kept in suspense till the very end.

It is gratifying to remark that quite a large number of our ‘Old Boys’
cheetfully responded to our invitation to participate in the function and:
every one of them acquitted himself creditably. The response from the
present students was equally enthusiastic. It was an agreeable revelation
to come across so many amateurs among our present students, possessed of
histrionic talents of no mean order, : :

Now to the characters in the drama. Filasavatii, the primary femalie
character, acquitted herself very-well on the whole. Her dress, poses and her
action were all in conformity with the requirements of the play. Prince
Phojan was indeed princely enough but not sufficiently heroic. A smart
moustache might have enhanced the Prince’s appearance and lent greater
charm to his personality, The tragic scene in which B/%ojan prepares himself
for death did not perhaps produce quite the desired effect, being apparently
a bit over-acted. Fikraman had a finc personality and sang pretty well but
there might have been more of acting. Though he had to appear in a good
many scenes, he kept up a fairly highlevel throughout. Vikraman did not
perhaps appear quite as fiendish as he is represented in the story.

Saradanandar was saintly while Vetsarajan, with his tall stature and
powerful moustache, looked every inch a formidable and martial commander-
in-chief, Kalidasa was more an intriguing politician than a serene poet,
being a true reproduction of the character as portrayed in the play.
Budhisaga looked very venerable and old and his solemn, sonorons tones
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were quite in keeping = with his character. Madanamalini, Sasiprabia
Charvmathi and Tharangavathi all played their parts beautifully, Ziaranga
vathi was lustily cheered for her delightful wmusic, The shepherd's scenc
(Gopaiar and Krishnan)came as a welecome. relief to. tlie audience, being
both lively as well as humorous The other minor characters: also strove to
do their very best,

There should have been more of humour at leasi during the intervals
between the scenes, There were a few minor blemishes in the drama but-
these might well be ignored out of consideration for the actors who were ail
amateurs, The perfermance must -on . the whole be pronounced to he a
success,

THE ENGLISH DRAMA

By Captain A, R, PODUVAL,

English Dramas on the Indian stage, enacted by Indians, are always
subject to the criticism of serious offences against “The King’s English as
she is spoke”. Whatever be the truth of this criticism, there is no
question that English Dramas, as‘a rule, are very indifferently staged in
India. It was, however, a relief to turn from the conventional guasi operatic
performances so painfully familiar to us, to scences .of real life as were
witnessed on the 2nd evening of the College Day Celebrations. ‘T'he actors
in Sheridan's Zizzar»0 may console themselves with the reflection that neither
Pizzarro and his crew nor the Incas of Peru ever spoke a word of Fnglish in
their lives—and if they had, they would have committed the same delinquen-
cies against the English tongue, as'we are found fault with for doing,

I am, notwithstanding, of opinion that, for an amateur performance, the
turn cut on this occasion was really fine. Incidentally, certain minor dis-
crepancies, ‘and’ possibly - anachronisms, might have been observed in the
matter of dress and attire, which may very well be excused: on the whole-
the effect was remarkably good. Subject to differences in taste, due ecither
to nicety of aesthetic perception, or perhaps to fond sentiment, I do not hesi-
tate to say that the cast of Elvira, the mistress ofthe hero, by Mr,T.Madhava
Menon came off about the best. The natural advantage of his  voice, and
the feeling with which he acted the part more than made up for deficiencies
in costume, etc,, which could have been improved upon.. What strikes one
forcibly in the drama is the high moral tone in the fading glories of a dege-

~asrate race, contrasted with that of a - conquering. ‘civilised’ nation of the
west, as exemplified in the ruthless and relentless Pizzarro; to whom the best
excuse for perversion of human nature, is just-mere expediency.

Pizzarro, himself the ambitious adventurer and conqueror of Peru, as he
appeared onthe stage makesa second best and Mr; T. C. Sankara Menoniought
to: be céngratuldted forithe success of his performance; Yet it seemed. to
nie. Ehibt in-acting the“merciless tyrant, Mr. Sankara Menon' could not very

SO
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well rid himself of the touch of a University training for it was ali a hit too
refined for a ‘devil-we-care’ type that the hero represents. Mr. Menon showed
himself at his best in the cynicism, and rank superstition .of Pizzarro:
characteristics of all such conquerors, who, while they exhibit at every turn
that utter disrespeci for human lives,.are yet occasionally troubled with.a few
pricks by a rapidly fading conscience.

I find it a bit hard to choose between the next two actors in ' the play—
the part of ‘Cora’ by Mr. Sivaramakrishnan (Class IT) and of “Rolla’ by Mr.-
Ramachandra Ayyar, There is nothing very fascinating in the make up of
‘Cora’ nor in her Christmas toy—her adopted infant—Dbut there was some-
thing subtly womanish, extremely natural in the exposition of this character,

“ Rolla, on the other hand, seems to me the nearest approach in looks and
attire to a Peruvian of the 16th century, though I‘have never seen one, He
seemed to harmonise very well with the part he was playing.

I have no space here for the o_ther actors of the play: but I believe that
the general opinion is that they have all done their parts tolerably well,

I notice, in this connection, that thereare at least some people among us:
who are capable of developing the artistic side of the drama - .and therefore I
think that, as in every other country, histrionics should form a portion. of
the aesthetic side of national development,

THE MALAYALAM DRAMA.,
(Scenes from *Indulekhia™).

By P, SANKARAN NAMEIYAR.

Following hard upon-the performance of Pizzarro on Saturday night, a
small band of enthusiastic amateurs, consisting mostly of the present. students
of the College, put on boards, with remarkable success, half-a-dozen. select
scenes from /aduileklia, which practically constituted the kernel of that be‘gt
known and most popular Malayalam novel.

Panchu Menon, the simple old ferarzavan of*Pooparambil, is an.\.‘ious to
propitiate the rich and influential jenmi, Seori Namburippad, by offering
him the hand of ‘his fair and cultured grand-daughter, Indulekha, who however
has already given her heart to her cousin, Madhavan. The most ahsorbing
portion of the story is taken up by the vain-glorious Namburipad’s ridiculous-
ly blunt and inevitably blundering courtship of Indulekha, wherein i]e is
flattered and lured on from one absurdity to another by his clever companion,
Cherussery Namburi.

The scenes are thus essentially comic in character, and it reflects no small
credit on the dramatic skill of the juvenile actors that they were abie to enter
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thoroughly into the spirit of every scene and sustain the ¢ mirth-cord” un-
broken from start to finish. Even professional actors would have envied the
histrionic talents which Mr. Sankunni Menon, displayed in the imitation
of the impotent rage and the pathetically ludicrous raving of good old
uncle Panchu; while Mr. Kunjan Menon, i1 the role of the heroine’s mother,
Lakshmikutti Amma, was unanimously applauded as unrivalled in the art of
counterfeiting old-fashioned coguetry. Nor did Messrs. Kuttikrishnan Nayar
(class iii) and Balakrisina Menon (class i) fail to do full justice to the two
important parts they respectively played, of the bragging simpleton, Soori
Namburipad and the romantic maiden, Indulekha. With his unique knack of
unconsciously giving mirth to others at hisown expense, Kuttikrishnan Nayar
succeeded admirably well in keeping the audience roaring with laughter from
beginning to end. The peculiar feminineness which characterised all that
Balakrishnan said and did on the stage lent an exceptional grace and charm
to the delicate part he was playing; and the only disappointment of the
spectators was that the part was not longer still. Ammu, the unsophisticated
maid of Indulekha (personated by Mr. Narayanan Nayar of class ii) looked
so fascinating in her native charm, that it was indeed no wonder that the
lordly ‘*“lover®’ of the misiress once well-nigh fixed his choice upon the maid
hereself, and was about to return home with her in unruffled triumph. The
other actors too were generally deemed to have rendered their respective
parts with much distinction. Whenever there was any fear of the interest
flagging anywhere, up came the versatile stage-favourite, Mr. Sankunni
Menon, with his enlivening jokes and jovial antics—now as a journalist, now
as a ‘* Chakyar”, now as an Hon’ble M. L. C, of Cochin, ever profuse in the
provocation of laughter. It was, above all, a happy Zour de force of origani-
lity on his part to have thought of giving the finishing touch by means of an
appropriate Zpilogie of the exhilarating Fallinayattu scene, embodying a
recapitulation of the main events of this year’s College Day Celebration as
an expression of gratitude to all those who contributed in one way or other
to the success of the function,

THE PUBLIC MEETING,

Under the distinguished presidency of H. H. Ravi Varma, the 3rd Prince
of Cochin, a public meeting was held at 4-30 p, m., in the open area (the
Jubilee Square) to the east of the main College building. The meeting was
very largely attended by the e/2/e of the Ernakulam public—official and non-
official—and by our students in hundreds. Not a few members of the Cochin
Royal Family—¢ Old Boys’of the College —-honoured the occasion by their
august presence and there was, besides, a smart assemblage of cultured
ladies en the occasion many of whom had the proud privilege of having once
been votaries at our Temple of Learning. Itis no exaggeration at all to observe
that the 'Square literally over-flowed on the occasion and that the utmost
interest and enthusiasm prevailed throughout. Although the meeting _gxtended
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over two hours, no tedium was at ali felt, thanks to the copious stream of
eloquence, from young and old alike, kept flowing on the occasion, The
College Volunteers rendered signal service in maintaining order,

The occasion was rendered all the more conspicucus by the arrival, to-
wards the end, of Mr. and Mrs. C. W. E. Cotton, who were cordially received
and escorted to special seats on the dads by the side of the President.

The Welcome Address.

The proceedings commenced with the following address of welcome by
the joint Secretary of the College Day Committee—Mr. T. K. Sankara Menon

L]
Your Highness the President, Your Highnesscs, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the College Day Celebration Committee, I have very great
pleasure in extending to you all, a most cordial welcome to all the functions
connected with to-day’s celebrations. In doing so, I cannot but recall the
celebration of the Golden Jubilee of the College in January last, one of the
most tangible fruits of which was the institution of the Colleze Day. An
opportunity has thus been created for us all, the past and present students of
the College, to meet together annually in happy fraternity in the hallowed
precincts of this most sacred and venerable institution, to exchange greetings,
to recall our cherished associations of old, to renew our old acquaintances,
and to make new ones and to pay in unison of heart and concord of voice
our respectful homage to our beneficient mother, under whose fostering care
we have all spent some ot the most happy years of our existence (Applaunse),

The very fact that a highly representative gathering of people, of- every
denomination and creed, of all stations and ranks in life, is present here on
this occasion bears a most eloquent testimony to the potentialities for good
which this institution stands for. The Princes of our Royal Family whose
patronage and support the college has always enjoyed and amongst whom are
to be counted, some of the most distinguished of its old boys, such as our
day’s distinguished President (Applausc), the officialdom of the State,
members of the various professions and crafts in life, are all assembled here
as faithful children of our beloved «/ma-Mater; and, indeed, it is a rare pri-
vilege to be able to extend the same hand of warm welcome to all these alike
into this, our common family-fold. :

Nor shall our guests of the evening be forgotten for a moment on this
occasion, They are our guests invited to take part in our happy family party
and as such theirs is a privileged position demanding special consideration,
Let me assure them all therefore of our most hearty welcome and invite them
to associate themselves with us in all our rejoicings of the day.

Vour Highness, allow me to extend to your gracious self a special wel-
come on this happy occasion, We are all most thankful that Your Highness
has kindly condescended to grace the chair, presiding over the day’s func.
tions ; for, it is a source of real inspiration dnd genuine pride to us all to see
and hear such very distinguished old boys of this great institution as Your
Highness’ Self, ' : :
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Welcome to you all, Ladies and Gentlemen, 3
Mr. Davies’ Message. *
The Secretary then read out the following mezsagze received from Mr,
F. S. Davies, the retired Prineipal of the College, * Greetings: Florecat
Coliegeum "’
The- Presidential Address.

"T'he President, who, on rising, was greeted with applause, then delivered
an eloguent and inspiring address, as follows :—

My Beioved Sisters and Brothers,

It s not in the usual conventional language that I address you as
sisters-and brothzrs. We. dre sisters and brothers in a far deeper sense than
brothiers and sisters of man-made associations, For, in the latier case, when-
ever these associations are dissolved, their members cease to be brothers ang
sisters. We are, again, brothers and sisters in even a more hallowed sense
than sisters-and brothers born of the same father and mother. For, it isa
melancholy truth to reflect upon, that in many cases sisters and brothers by
blood cease to be so in reality and continue as such only in name, when once
the partition of their ancestral property is effected.

But our brotherhood and sisterhood are built upon firmer and - holier
foundations which none of you could have failed to feel whenever youhap-
pened to come across a college-mate, young or old. Our tie is not'based on
our belonging to any particular creed, country or community. Nor does this

acred bond  recognise any difference due to birth, position or affluence of
fortune. On the other hand, when we remember that we were members of the
same Educational Institution, children of emperors and millionaires, of
peasants and labourers; or even men considered as Avatars , stand on the

~ same footing: :

As a part of the same Universal Soul resides in every one of usand as
we are thus essentially made in the image of God and are God’s children, all
of us, in reality, are brothers and sisters, whether we know it or not, whether
w e like it or not, whether we wafit it or not. It is rank communalism caused
by narrowness of mind and narrowness of vision that makes us forget the
God made bond that knits-us together in one Universal brotherhood. and
sisteriiood. If we only strive a bit we shall surely see that we are all one,
And it is ourability:to.do this-that has raised us, human beings, above God’s
other creations. _ :

The real purpose that ought to be served by an. Educational Institution
is to draw out the best-and the noblest-in us and to enable us to realise the
grand fact that we: are: all brothers and sisters and are parts of the same
Infinite Soul. Fortunately: for.me and the other students of the first genera
tion, out professors; though.their nationality and religion were different from
QUrs, nevergave-us occasion to think that they were not of the samé Commu--

—
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nity to which we belonged. This made thém the fittest persons to preside
over our Almu-Mater, But.farbe:itfrom me to imply that the illustrious
successors of the proféssors of our genération were in any sense less high-
souled and less large-hearted than their predecessors, I.am only telling you
of the state of things inimy time, :

It is, therefore, the sacred duty of every child of this, our Alma- Mater,
and of us of the first generation, in particular, to see that all who have ‘come
under their enlightening influence, are iree from: the cancer of communaiism
and that they spare no pains to arrest its progress and drive it'ocut of the
country, Our country fell a prey to this epidemic only three decades ago:
It may be'contended that it is-too late, as it is; to attempt to eradicate the
evil. But 1, who have implicit faith in the Infinite. Mercy of the Almighty
we all believe in; though we may call Him by different names, fully trust-and:
expect that this disease could be rooted out if only half a dozen selfless:
workers earnestly take to ihe task and put their shoulders to the wheel, For
I feel that God is only having His Zeele and - that when He isconvinced we
are earnest in our striving after goodness-and  truth, He will surely remove:
this Jsaya (Illusion) and show us-that we are in reality brothers and - sisters,
being part and parcel of the same Universal Soul. :

N6 one feels so much and has to suffer so much for the great havoe done-
by this disease, as the Ruler of the State to whom his subjects are his real

~ children, :
aymano0 Qlnm@Iw)ImI® o SHNNNI%D soem‘oam'ﬂ
qwad l@o al lmemoMos ¢ & als BBt '

In other words ‘‘The father yearns in: the true Prince’s breast’! “Thereal
father of the people of the country. is its ruler, For.it is he who brings
them up propetly by keeping them under wholesome—discipline, by allowe-
ing them to develop their minds on right lines and by providing them yvith
the necessaries and comforts of life. While fathers so:called' have but helped
them to take birth” The real manufacturer of an article made of metal is, as
yoi know, not the mould" which receives the molten metal but the smith
that devises; shapes and polishes: _

So, T, as a member of the Ruling House and an *“Old Boy” of this time-
honoured Institution, shall ever be glad and gé_atiﬂéd wheti ary Associations
broad-based on non-communial lines are formed. But it is a matter for deep
regret, indced, thatin the case of most Associations the tie of membership s
severed when these associations die of inanition. Happily in the case of
our ~t0ld Boys' Association™ the silken bond of sisterliood and brotherhood
was in existerice long before the Association itseif was thought of and will
continue as firm as ever ifit, at'all, dies, which God forbid, But the ex-
change of ideas and heart-to-heart talk that will take place bet eeén us,
sisters and brothers, who had the privilege of being educated by noble-sou_led
and broad-minded men of the type of a Cruickshank, 2 Subrah manya Ayyar
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and a Koshi, will surely have a telling effect on us and will, by God’s grace,’
set a flame, in the case of some at least among us, the Godliness that now
lies hidden under a thick cloud and will induce these blessed and fortunate
few to devote their lives to the noble service of rendering first aid to our
brothers and sisters, who have unfortunately.come within the clutches of the
virulent epidemic of communal jealousy and hatred that have recently ine
vaded our beloved Mother-land.

Last year also I was shown the honour of being invited to preside over
the first meeting of our Association. 1 felt that once I appeared before you,
my beloved and esteemed sisters and brothers, I must not hide anything
from you. If I am not free and open with you, to whom could I confide
what lies in my mind? At the same time, I tnought that it might be im.
modest, if not impertinent, on my part to address the above words to
you, compared with whose experience, mine is only that of a frog in the
well. But when this year such a good and sincere soul as Professor
T. K. Sankara Menon who, from what I know of him, as a man and
and as a teacher, approaches my ideal of whata Gurz ought to be,
came to me all the way from Ernakulam and earnestly requested me,
almost with tears in his eyes, when I was about to decline the honour the
Managing Committee wanted to confer on me, I took it to be a call from the
Mother, our Alme Mater, to deliver Her message to you, Her beloved
children. And I thought I should be failing in my duty to my most revered
and loving Mother if this time also I declined to appear befors yoﬁ out of
considerations of false delicacy. But for this conviction, my modesty would
have kept me still a {rog in the well and probably even a Professor Sankara
Menon would not kave succeeded in dragging me out of my retirement,

I now proceed to deliver to you our beloved Mothers solemn Message,
Tt is this .—

“If you do not take immediate steps to drive out the germs of com-
munalism that have recently entered our system, I assure you, my dear and
beloved children, that you will not be able to progress on right lines in any
direction, that you will be failing in your duty by me, your loving Mdther,
that you will canse my heart to break as I can no more stand the sight of my
children quarrelling amongst themselves over shadows and vanities, thereby
losing yourright to be classed amongst human beings. I expect you, my
dutiful and loyal children, as in duty bound, to spare no pains individually
and collectively to drive out the germs of this fell epidemic from your midst.
I do trust that you will by God’s and my blessings, succeed in getting rid of
them in due course and prove yourselves worthy of me and God, the Father
of all.  For nothing in this world is lost and even ‘good thoughts projected
will surely reach your neighbours, and cannot butin due course influence
yourselves and your neighbours to act justly and honourably ”’,

I feel that our Mother should have selected a worthier Soul than my
l}umble self to deliver to you this, Her most important message, But She
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willed otherwise, and I have delivered it to you in the way that T am capable
of doing it,

The President then distributed the college and sporis prizes to the
several winners, many of whom were lustily cheered by the audience,

Vote of thanks.

The meeting closed with a vote of thanks proposed by Mr. T, K,
Krishna Menon. In doing so he spoke as follows :—

Your Highnesses, Ladies and Gentlemen,

We are celebrating a great Yajna, for the glory of our College, and for
the welfare of its future. ' It is also intended to kill the ego ir us, to make
us fit to serve humanity as well. In such great sacrifices as this, we do not,
from their very abundance, count the drops of ghee or number of the flowers,
Do we? We pour our hearts’ libations at your feet, not in pints but in pot-
fuls. Mistakes might have occurred, but not one that was intentional. Seo
that, we have aright to expect to be excused for all sins of omission and
of commission. We trust that all these have been forgiven and forgotten,
And if sore hearts still remained, your balmy presence, Your Highness, must
have healed them already. Your Highness’ presence has been an asset to us
also ; for ‘pining and pale’ we too have ‘plucked comfort from your looks.’
For this gracious presence we are much beholden to you. We are greatly
. indebted to this assembly also for its august presence. For, but for you,
Ladies and Gentlemen, ours would have been a poor show indeed. We are
again peculiarly fortunate in having Mr, and Mrs. Cotton amidst us to-night .
(dpplause). It may be that some of you here were not lucky, lucky from my
standpoint, to have studied in this college. But, as vanguards of education,
there are no you and we, as my son has so aptly put it, but all of us form
one united whole, in seeing this institution tower its head among its fellows,
and become, in the fulness of time, a great university, like Nalanda and
Takshasila, from which shall radiate a light that will flood our dear little
land, a light that never was on land or sea,

Before I make bow and retire, permit me, as the Vice President of the
Executive Committee, to express the extreme pleasure I feel to work among
a band of young enthusiasts whose tireless toil has made this function such
a grand success,

(Vote.—~For want of space in this number, the series of ‘toast’ speeches delivered on
the occasion has been reserved for the next.—Zd.).






