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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Last year, the College Day was not celebrated for two
reasons. It was a year of mourning for the State in memory
of the late Maharaja and the College had not recovered from
the bifurcation. We mention these two reasons advisedly, for
it should have been possible, but for the second circumstance,

" to hold a meeting of the Old Boys and the present staff and

students on the appointed College Day if only to record
thanks for the benefits the Collega had received at the hands
of Sri Moolam Tirunal and to offer prayers for the peace of
his soul.

Another academic year is fast approaching its end.
The custom has been to hold the College Day celebra-

tions towards the end of February or in the beginning of

March, and if a celebration is to be held this year, particular
care should be taken to start the preparations for it earlier
than the usual one month formerly allowed, In fact the
people concerned should get busy straight away.

Who are these people to be? The initiative formerly
lay with*the College Staff and the Old Boys. The College
Staff, as it then was, which regulated the last College Day,
has been split up into two sections which have drifted some-
what apart in their different zones of activity. The Old Boys
G. P, T. 1043, 1,000, 28-1-25, B
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remain. Further, the position introduced by the bifurcation
being anomilous in some respects, it is all the more neces-
sary that those who are merely the Spectators, so to say, of
this bifurcation should take the initiative. Here again we
have to fall back on the Qld Boys. There are other reasons
why they should be most interested. The College Day is a
tradition for which they worked during the student days
and afterwards. Tt is associated with the honoured names
of some of the most distinguished from their ranks, No
one can feel more than they the vulue of the legacy they
have handed over to the present generation, and no one
would feel its loss more. Owing to the unfortunate break
last year, a good many of the students in the College, nearly
700 out of 900, do not know what the Day meant to their
predecessors, and not knowing this how can they feel its
digappearance ?

The difficulties are likely to be great. Even the Old-
Boys may feel that there is cause for their allegiance to be
divided. Now that some sections of stud y have found a
new home, those that professed these subjects may feel that
their spiritual home is elsewhere, but on second thought -if
efforts are made early enough it is probable that a mid
course neither hurtful to the dignity of the tradition nor to
the conscience of the Old Boys will be found. In this con-
nection we invite the attention of the readers to the reasoned
statements made by an Old Boy in his speech on the Onam
Day and to the suggestion thrown by him.

We advisedly do not make more constructive sugoes-
tions. It is our wish that the will of the Old Boys should
overcome, with tact and hard work, the situation in which
the Old College finds itself. It is far from our wish to pre-
judice the chances of a successful celehration by advancing
any pet schemes which we may have developed.  But we
emphatically call forth the interested and enthusiastic O- Bs.
to make an early start and we assure them that the College
students, in the Old College and the N ew, would do all the
spade work provided a clear policy is delineated early
enough and the necessary gnidance supplied.

Whilst on this subject we may be allowed a digression
into something which interests us more directly. A good
mary of the 0. Bs. who have achieved prominence have heen
canvassed by us, but many who are in distant parts carrying
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out their destiny in unobtrusive ways or who left the
College but recently are as much to us as the others. In
the absence of a calendar which could give us a list of all
our Old Boys and their addresses, we find it difficult to
approach all, and, therefore, make an appeal to all such to
let us know if they would like copies of the Magazine to be
sent to them. These remarks-are particularly directed to
the younger men who pass out each year and are neither
heard nor seen till they come to the front rank. The leaders
amongst the students to-day will leave the College portals
to enter, for a period, a life of dull obscurity, and during
these years we miss greatly the help which they could render
the Old College. They have no cause to feel slighted if,
apparently, we forget them. They leave us nothing,—not
even their address—to keep us in mind about them. They
drift along, each year taking them farther away from the
College and the friends of their youth, We invite them to
use the Magazine to keep in touch with their A/ma Mater
and their contemporaries.
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THE ONAM DAY.

It is with feelings of great pleasure that one recollects
the happy occasion of the 27th College Onam Day which
was celebrated on Saturday, the 12th September, 1925, It .
was the first function after the bifurcation and the College
was not a little anxious that everything should pass off well.
But thanks to the untiring efforts of Dr, K. L. Moudgill, the
President of the Onam Day Committee, everything went off
in the most enviable manner. The function was a unique
success. The public were quick in their response to the in-
vitation of the College. ~ Their Qld College was ever dear to
them. Mr. M. E. Watts, the Dewan of Travancore, willingly
accepted the invitation to preside on the occasion,

A striking feature that one cannot forget is the de-
coration. The main flag-staff rising to the skies, and stand-
ing beside the timne-honoured mango-tree seemed to rival it
Numerous flags of variegated colours arranged in lines were
greatly admired by ons and all. The main entrance gates
were artistically decorated and they conspicuously proclaimed
the college emblem, a globe, a pair of compasses, a balance,
aretort, a flask, etc., which were designed on a piece of cloth
and placed above the arch. [These details are noticeable
even in the photograph.]

The sports item which commenced at 3-30 p. . was
happily brought to a finish at 5 ».a. It was an interestin
scene—during the obstacle race—to see Edward caught under
the canvas and Eapen struggling inside the barrel. Tilting
the bucket was another item that excited great laughter and
merriment. Everyone—without exception—that took part
i it got himself “colowred”. But prominent among the

winners were Mr. Eapen, Mr. Kumara Pillai and Mr. -
Cheriyan. ;

Refreshments were arranged in two sections, Brahmin
and Cosmopolitan. The Cosmopolitan section, which ‘had
provided for over six hundred, arranged an open-air party
in the college quadrangle. Tt was the first occasion in the
history of the College that an open air cosmopolitan refresh-
ment was conducted on the Onam Day and Mr. C. P. Sankara
Pillay, who was in charge of the cosmopolitan refresh-
ments, deserves prominent mention,

Though last, yet the most important item of the Onam
Day function, viz. the meeting, commenced at P. M, sharp.
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It was conducted as usual, in the Victoria Jubilee Town
Hall. Over seven hundred invitations had been issued
and as almost all had responded, the hall was full to over-
flowing. It was literally packed. One noteworthy feature was
that, presumably, every speaker confined himself to the time
allotted for him and consequently the meeting was brought
to a finishin time. In fact, punctuality was the order of
the day, the sports, the refreshments and the musical enter-
tanment being run to time, as if by clock-work.

Miss P. Thankamma Varkey proposed the toast to
H. H. the Maharaja and H. H. the Maharani Regent. Her
speech—short but telling—was th: most effective of all, full
of simple, graceful, chosen words. This is Miss Varkey's
last year in the College and the discovery of her powers in
public speaking comes rather late ; but those who heard her
on the Onam Day need no further proof that she is an ac-
complished speaker. :

Professor C. V. Chandrasekharan, Acting Prin-
cpal, in proposing the toast to the guests of the
evening congratulated Mr. Watts on behalf of the College on
his new appointment as the Dewan of Travancore, and
claimed him as an Old Boy of the College.

4 Mr. U. Padmanabha Kukiliya in his speech sug-

gested a capital idea—how it would be a happy thing for
both the colleges, to commemorate the combined life they
once led by instituting a Re-Union Day when the members
of both the colleges could jointly and freely participate in
the function.

Mr. K. P. Chandrasekharan Nair in the course of his

; toast to Onam pointed out the historical tradition behind it
~and said that Onam was not a mere Nair function, as it was
sometimes - believed to be, and humorously said that the
letters O N A M stood for Our National Associationin Malabar;
and that all should take part in it, without exception of caste,
colour or creed. He wanted to drive home this idea into
everybody’s mind. His speech was marked with dignity
und wit. "

After the remarks by the President, (the full text of
which is appearing elsewhere) which included a well-deserved
compliment to Mr. Chandrasekharan Nair, the prizes were
distributed.
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Some select scenes from Mr, C. V. Raman Pillay’s play
“ Papi Pokunnidam Pathalam” were enacted. Among the
actors Mr. K. Sankara Pillay (Karanavar), Mr, V. Atchuthan
Nair (comic character) and K.Sankara Pillay (hogus servant)
deserve special mention. The function came to a close at
9 p.M.

The Onam-Day Committee, consisting of the following,

deserves due thanks and praise for making the celebration a
grand success.

Dr. K. L. Moudgill President.
Mr. K. N. Krishnan Nair .. Secretary.
Mis. P. Thankamma Varkey ... Lady-Representative.
Mr. C. P. Sankara Pillay ... Representative IV
(Class.

Mr. Thomas Mathew 5 i k.
Mr. S. Sivaramakrishna Aiyar.. = =
Mr. M- R. Gopalan Nair & i e
Mr. N. Raman Pillay 5 Iz =0y
Mr. R. Subramoney Aiyar ... W “ gt
Mr. K. Raghavan Pillay % I 53
Mr. 8. Madhavan Nair 5 g L

[ Sarma. |

-
x
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THE DEWAN’S SPEECH ON THE COLLEGE ONAM DAY.

I hope none of you expect me to maintain the high
standard of the speeches that have gone before this, and in
particular that of Mr. K. P. Chandrasekhara Pillai who
amused us with his very humorous toast to Onam.

Your Principal, Mr. Chandrasekharan, claims me—or is
not quite sure whether he should claim me—as belonging to
the old boys of the Science College. T am not quite sure whe-
ther I am or I am not an o!d boy of that institution. To begin
with, I never belonged to the college classes. I often wished
to, but did not in Trivandrum get beyond the threshold of .
the High School. The Arts College” has now gone away ;
Science is something that has sprung into being in these
(days, and the classes through which T passed, are now right
away down at Vanchiyoor.” So, between them all, T do not
quite know where I stand. Disembodied spirits, they say,
cling to buildings. Well, T am not yet a disembodied spirit,
but I hope there is something spiritual in me still, at present,
and possibly, therefore, my spirit clings to the old buildings
in which I have spent many a year, many a pleasant year.

Y,

The occasion for this celebration is Onam, There is
very little, for me to tell you, that Mr. Chandrasckhara
Pillai has not told you. In the celebration of Onam, we, in
Travancore, are not very different from the people all the
world over where agriculture is the predominant occupation
of the people, Harvest festivals are nothing else than the
outward expression of gratitude that the people feel, T am
sure, to Mother Earth. You will, as a rule, find that where
Nature has been most lavish, the expression of gratitude is
the more profound. In Travancore, Nature hags always been
most bountiful ; perhaps, not as bountiful as in the days of
Mahabali, but still bountiful. She has smilingly yielded up
her harvest to you, and the people of Travancore respond
smilingly. A few days ago, if you had been to the country,
you would have noticed it more clearly than the town-dwel-
lers. There was music and dance, song and games, and
everywhere, laughter and happiness. That is the spirit of
Onam, gratitude, happiness and good-will. Friends remem-
ber each other, relatives are drawn closer to one another, the
servant does not forget his duties -to the master and the
master does not ignore his obligations to the servant. That
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again is the spirit of Onam. T remember an old Malayalam
saying which, I think, has a great deal of truth in it.

«Yaveli Nadu Vaneedum kalam @08aeil mg Q12 6115 odbomio

Manusharellam Onnupolay.” ~ 2omaecgio 8mGalosw,

It is true that Mahabali now visits us enly one day in the
ear. But, when he comes that one day, he brings with him
the spirit of the olden days, that is, that all men are equal,
that all people in Travancore are one and the same, that they
are not divided by religious feelings on Onan day, and that
they are not divided by communal feelings. They feel no
animosities arising out of rivalry of any sort. They are all
drawn close together. All people feel the National, and appre-
ciate the National festival. Therefore, the spirit that Maha-
bali brings to you on Onam day should continue, unabated,
right through the three hundred and sixty-four days thac
have to pass till next Onam comes. Let that be the guiding
spirit with all of you, students, and with all of us, teachers,
here assembled.
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MILESTONES.
[1V]
Onam Day Speech of an Old Boy.
MR. U. PADMANABHA KUKILLAYA, M. A., B. L.

Lt is with a feeling of sincere pleasure that [ responded
to the invitation of the President of your committee, when
he invited me to take part in this evening’s function. But
1 must confess, all the same, that the first feeling in my mind
when 1 opened his letter. was a feeling of surprise and
wonder, whether there might not be something—a bit of the
incongruous— about my taking part in a function in the
college to-day, because 1 belong to, what I may call, a branch
of the old farwad which has now migrated away and found
a new home on the top of the hill at Taikad. This led me
to wonder, for a while, as to what exactly my position would
be here to-day. But, perhaps, that feeling was rather un-
reasonable, because the old college is still here, the old home
where we received our education, most of us, Whatever
changes might have come over the college, whatever new
developments there might have been, whatever be the changes
in the outward appearance and garb, still there is the undeni-
able fact that the old college is still the old home from which
many generations of students have gone out to various parts
of the country. 1, therefore, should think, and continue to
think, that, until the contrary is proved, even though my
branch of the family has found a shelter elsewhers, 1 must
continue to think that there is no real separation, no real
partition whatsoever. The very fact that you have heen kind
enough to extend an invitation to 1me, 1 take it, is proof posi-
tive of the fact that you may establish your dominion beyond
your four walls. The old home is still the old home to which
all of us are equally welcome.

1 may, however, be permitted to make « suggestion ot
this occasion. ~ For years past we have been celebrating the
College Onam Day and also the College Day. Perhaps, of
late, the College Day colebration has ceased to attract that
amount of interest that it was once attracting in the past,
The suggestion, that I wish to make, ig that instead of the
old College Day, we may have something that we may call
a Re-tunion day when it may be possible for the students of
both the colleges and the staffs of both the colleges, to meet
together in the Old College and to continve to remember that
after all they still belong to the Old College. "

e g
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Well, gentlemen, I am not quite familiar with proposing
a toast. But, having, on various occasions, been present at
College Day and Onam Day celebration, T might have heard
something of what others might have said on such oceasions.
I suppose that it is a bit of indulging in oldtime recollections
and wishirg everything good to everyhody concerned. |
shall also just try to follow up the mamool of it. Tt is about
27 years singe | first entered the portals of the college, and [
cannot quite forget the mysterious feelings that swayed me
as I mounted up the old staircase—old staircase, because |
do not find it anywhere now. The college has now under-
gone considerable structural alteration, The wings westward
and the portico eastward were non-existent then. The fine
building of the Physical Laboratory was still in contempla-
tion, The Chemical Laboratory was certainly not anythin
like what it is to-day. The building where, I understand, the
mathematics people have got their shelter was, in those days,
the place where little children were ¥aught their alphabet and
i front of that building a book depit was being run on - not
very remunerative lines. Just where wehave the Natural -
Science section, we had the old firm of Gomez & Co., but, in
my days, it wasa compauny that did very little business.
Such was the state of affairs in those days. Now when an.
old student goes to the college, he is sometimes inclined to
be puzzled a bit, because many changes have taken place in
course of time, so much so one will have to wonder when
exactly all these changes took place.

It is not structurally alone that changes have taken
place. In my days, the Principal of the College was: a
Secretary to Government. [If you wanted to meet him
during working hours probably you might have had to go to
the Huzur office or perhaps to his office in the college, Here,
the office wag a narrow room, | believe, somewhere about
15 x 12, where he had his office, private room and mathe-
matics class.  If you did not meet him in the college either,
probably a short run up to the Observatory might perhaps
enable you to find him out observing the stars. A tall, silent
an he was, very strong and very kind too ; and to him we
might send forth our good wishes, now that he is in his
native land. Our Professors of English, in those days were
not merely Professors of English, but they taught us Greek
and Roman history as well. ~ One of them, the revered uncle
of our distinguished President to- day, was teaching us nog
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merely prose and poetry and Greek and Roman history, but
he taught us also how to play tennis, and, occasionally, he
gave us a few lectures in good manners as well. Let us
hope that the presence of his distinguished nephew in our
midst now, in this country, may be an inducement to him in
the near future to come back once more to us, so that we

may all meet him face to face and receive his blessings. 1

am sure, in this wish of mine, all the old students, all those

that have had the privilege of learning under Professor

LaBouchardiere will heartily agree with me. [ have told yon

about Mathematics and Literature Professors, but that is not

all.  Our first Professor of History taught us Literature as

well, and our Tutor, in Philosophy and Logic, was an adept

in lecturing in Physiology and in dissecting a rabbii most

successfully, and to-day he is lecturing in Law to the students
of the Law College.

: Well, these are the stfange changes that you see, and,
probably, many of you, who were not in the college about
my time or even before me or slightly after me may, perhaps,
feel a sense of wonder at the way in which the same in-
dividual was able to discharge various functions. Yet another
change I may tell you. When I was there I do not know
whether the total strength ever went above 250 or 300 at
the most. Probably, in the Junior F. A. class—we had no
Intermediate class then—the strength might have been about
30 or 40 and the biggest class did not consist of more than
60 ; so much so, when your esteemed Principal, Professor
Chandrasekharan, said that the present strength of the
college is over 850, I must confess, I was taken by surprise.
In those days everybody could get admission to the college.
There was no question then of running from college to
college, no question of Selection Boards, to decide as to who
may and who may not be admitted. Well, things have
changed. This huge number may perhaps also make us all
ask ourselves what is to become of all these young men. But
this is not the oceasion when I may dilate upon that subject.
Probably, others might be engaged in discussing whatshould
become of the huge army of graduates that our colleges and
universities are sending out year after year, probably six
months after six months.

Gentlemen, I take this opportunity of expressing my
 heartiest good wishes to all the students of the college, past
and present, to the staff of the college, past and present, and,
in the name of all of you, I propose the toast to the oLp
COLLEGE.
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TO THE CRESCENT MOON.

Tiny crescent shining bright
Close on Venus’ wf‘rer hgh.t
Shaped like Cupid’s silver bow
Bent the dart of love to throw.

Or art thou a silver boat

By hands of fairies set aflcat
And carriest thou the Fairy Queen
Indreams by children often seen ;

Sailing through the boundless skies
While the stars with sleepless eyves
Dazzled by your silver light

Wink and twinkle all the night.

And the heaving re tless sea
Charmed and lulled t6 rest by thee
Forgets his murmur harsh and hoarse
And sweetly laps the western shores.

I have heard a.poet gqy

How i a far-oft land away

W here go children when they die
There yau shine perpetually.

There the children always play,
There is neither night nor day,

There shine you brighter, bnghter far
Than ever planet, sun or star.

Little moon soon will you gr oW

Then T will ot love you so

Though your beams show far more bricht
And you shine through all the night. ;

Little moon would T were you,
Your youth you ever can renew
Once my youth is past and gone
1t will never move return,

[£5.] Crass II1,
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A SHORT STORY—(VERY SHORT.)
(Diesvr)

“Not long ago nor far away there lived two beings of
our species, one of either sex.”

The reader reading this sentence jumps to the conclu-
sion that they loved, had difficulties in their way, but even-
tually overcame them with the triumphant end of a wedding.
Buat I, the avthor, know better and I snap my finger in the
face of the reader and say that once in his life, if once only,
the prophet’s mantle he -has assumed; has turned motley
of a fool. For, to get ourselves away from this digression
which were unnecessary were it not for my perpetual fear of
the forestalling readers who have also foregone conclusions,—
once again, [ say to conclude a digression and get at the
_ point,—the fact is that these two people of our story did not
“really love each other though they were about to be married.
They hated each other with the consummate hatred of a
~ tired wife and a tired husband even before marrying. Yet
they were about to marry. If you will permit another
digression, kind reader, fate who in other romances plays the
seurvy trick of separating true lovers now plays in this hetero-
dox story the equallv scurvy trick of joining two mutual
haters : —

Between fate and man then began combat, according to
the story I am now telling. Fate was working through the
parents of these people who wished to commemorate their
love for one another by the monument of an intermarriage.
Buat what do you think, our hero did at this juncture? I,
the narrator have thought about it, and I must know. ‘Such
a fright! Such a black beauty ! What are thousands of
rupees worth with her? What if her father is a Dewan
Bahadur? All’s worth a banana ! I am determined not to
have her’, said the hero in a dark corner. ‘What an ill-
favoured fellow? Steep nose, apish forehead and beautiful
bow legs. They say, he’s a brute. And he is in the same
class with me too’, said our heroine, perfectly and pro-:
perly conscious of her intellectual and personal  superiority
to the brute in question, The hero and the heroine thus
came to be in perfect sympathy—yet undivalged to each
other —as regards this one point in this world. They
secretely moaned their lot and made no secret of their opini-
“ons on matrimony in general or in particular, but they were
obliged—which in the gentle parlance of our civilized
society means ‘compelled’ to marry.
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The day of the wedding dawned. A pavilion was
erected. (Guests were pouring in, Congratulations in antici-
pation were flooding. Gentle jokes from well-meaning elders
greeted the couple who were about to be tied by the most
sacred of silken knots. Our hero—you may give him a
suitable name—was in despair. He hated her to distraction
while the only feeling that swayed her breast was that of
contempt for him, What could he do ? There were—his
father in his new suit of clothes and his mother likewise—in-
structing him as to details of decorum which he ought to
observe on the inexorable occasion, without as much as tak-
ing cognizance of his heart and its feelings. He was clad
quite after the orthodox fashion with the stiff, new clothes
and looked like a folded umbrella covered with a white cloth
and inverted. The piper was playing with all possible en-
thusiasm ; the brahmins were chanting the mantras which
came with terrible force from their holy throats. His father
and her father iwere engaged in an ear-to-ear conversation.
about the order of respects to be done to the various guests.
They seemed to be interested in each others behalf heart and
soul, and on them were fixed the observant eyes of the
purohits. He and she stood facing the east at the centre
two houvs prior to the tying of Tali. Hishand touched hers
and quivered, and also felt another quivering. Now the
piper observed a note pass from him to her, but he kept
silence. It is not for such as he to arrest any one’s attention
by remarking on the couple’s behaviour. The note went un-
observed, but I who am the teller of the tale know it. [t
read thus : “Have mercy on me and spare. I am running
away just now to T and will become Christian, I hate you
and hate to marry you.” She got the message which was
quite balmy to her heart, “What so like my feelings, does he
know.? I shall go, tell him, hate him as I do—He is in-
telligent. He knows our marriage is impossible, at least
absurd”, :

An hour before Tali-tying the Napoleon of the hour was
missing ; and so too was his intended spouse. They had
gone,-vanished-etc. ete. Warrant was given to several
people to arrest their persons wherever they be found, out-
side the village, in the village or inside a well (!)—alone or
apart. For all these struck as fair possibilities to the reason-
able parents of the couple. After a long search they were
at last sighted. A mile off, he was speaking to her. They



THE-0LD COLLEGE. 15

had meanwhile understood each other. - Mutual understand-
ing means the clearing away of mutual misunderstandings.
Afterwards he said that eye to eye had shot a light-
ning of love. ‘Love at last’; breathes the reader in relief.
Love indeed ! ‘For He knows not life who knows not Love.’
‘It was just a joke that he ran away—only to meet the girl
apart. Oh modern youth !’, said everybody ; and he said
when the Tali was just tied, ‘it is after all human to love
a girl, but to be loved by her is divine’.

P. §. Criticism is not invited. Probability should
not be insisted upon. For that ig not the main point in a
story—at least of the sort we hear. “Has a story legs,
or has it hands” says the Tamil proverb. 1 am a Tamilian
and 1 believe it.
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SHOULD ENGLISH BE TAUGHT BY ENGLISHMEN
IN' A COLLEGE.

That the professorship of English in an Indian College
should 'suitably be held by an Englishman is a view that has
been advocated by a certain section of the Press, that has
been strongly urged by a certain set of politicians, that has
been asserted by Knglishmen engaged in educational work
and that has been readily accepted by the public, as a self -
evident proposition. The easy acceptance of this ready-made
opinion is due to its apparent axiomatic nature when the
problem is viewed superficiaily. It is proposed to examine
this question academically in all its details and to show that
Indians generally are far more suitable for these posts and
that there are very many disadvantages in the appointment
of Europeans.

In learning a language, one may aim at acquiring skill

(1) in writing it well, (2) in speaking it well and (3) at gaining -

an introduction to its literature. Besides these, a fourth
aiin may be mentioned, namely of acquiring ability to under-
stand it well,  understanding” implying skill neither in
speaking nor in writing it. :

Let us examine how the necessity for the teaching of
English arises and how far these different aims are kept in
view. The Government in power conducts all clerico-admi-
nistrative work in English and their employees require a
knowledge of this language. The prime consideration here

is skill m writing or penmanship including, of course, '

understanding power. Fluency of speech or correct accent is
of no importance. We come across men who have reached
the highest possible positions under Government, whose
accent could in no manner be claimed o be correct ° native’
English. Their accent, however, did not stop their progress.
The Government which they serve do not point it out as a
disqualification in them. his clerical necessity in public
service exists even at present,

Without discussing at length the accomplishment of
speaking English correctly and fluently, we shall, at this
stage, mention only in passing that to speak a foreign latigu-
age correctly is a kind of art, and that.it is both unnecessary
and impossible to make every English-educated Indian
acquire this art. Fluency of speech in any language is also

S
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an art, though not so difficult to acquire as the art of cor-
rect speaking and, of the two, may be said to be necessary
for a large class of English-educated Indians—namely, those
aiming to be lawyers, politicians and perhaps teachers,

“ Understanding ™ of the English language is something
that is of great necessity to us—a necessity which is not the
outcome directly of any pressure from governmental or
other outside superior authorities. This necessity will remain
even long after the Indian languages are made the media of
communication of ideas by Governments and individuals
within the Indian Empire. The necessity arises because of
the position which the English language occupies as, perhaps,
the more or less recognised international language in com-
merce and diplomacy, because of the volume of current
scieutific literature embodied in it and also because of the
“start we have already had in our acquaintance with it for the
last one hundred-and fifty years—an acquaintance which will
enable us, without foreign help und with greater facility, to
cultivate it certainly to the “understanding” point. The
correct status of a living foreign language in an educational
curriculam and a due sense of proportion in recognising it
only as a means towards an end rest upon the adoption of
this idea of * uunderstanding power . ¢ Understanding”
merely implies ability to grasp ideas presented in that
medium and does not as mentioned, connote skill in speak-
iug or writing.

A third object in learning a language was defined previ-
ously as an introduction to its literature. Acquaintance with
refined literature is admitted to be an absolute cultural
necessity, but English literature cannot, in particular, be said
to have any superior claims in this respect. When, how-
ever, it becomes necessary to acquire skill in writing and
speaking the English language, an introduction to Iinglish
literature is something that cannot be avoided. The desired
cquipment involves close acquaintance with it.  Ilinglish
literature, like all other literature, does certainly exercise tire
humanising influence. It gives us an idea of the evolution
of culture in England, the progressof the fight between good
and evil and its present state in that country ; the mterpre-
tation of the mystery of nature by its poets, philosophers,
and men of science. This casual acquaintance with English
literature is, therefore, certainly welcome, It comes in as

D
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an unexpected gift. The gift, however, has, like a aiamond
with spots, carried calamities with it.

From its being a mere secondary aequisition, necessit-
ated by the inevitable place of the English language in the
Indian educational system, Inglish literature has had its
importance exaggerated and has come to be taught for its
own sake, Other great literatures have bad to be excluded
in order not to overburden the syllabus. This exclusive
study bas created indifference, if not contempt, for the great
literavures of the land and has undermined the natural
foundations of true orieutal culture. It has created the
menality, in the English-educated Indian, of blind admira-
tion for every western institution. He feels ashamed of his
skin, of his ideas of beauty, of his mode of dressing, of his
manner of eating. He wishes to spend his life, if he could
afford it, amidst the unrivalled fascinations of the lands and

peoples of Europe. Left in this country, he would at ieast

adopt the European mode of dress which for him represents
the pink of decency and the perfection of convenience. In
short, it bas exercised a denationalising influence, has sup-
pressed self-confidence and originality aud created a longing
for borrowing ideas from Europe.

For the generality of students, therefore, a deep
study of English literature is unnecessary : nay, it is disad-
vantageous when rmaccompanied by the study of other liter-
atures as it gives a wrong perspective. The study, however,
becomes necessary for the class of people who intend to be
teachers of the language to others in ‘their country. -The
study also becomes a craving with such men of genius with
a passion for the literature of the world without reference
to clime or country, who are destined to be the prophets and
poets of their own country or who aspire to become literary
critics, '

Having thus reviewed the different aspects from which
the study of English may be considered, let us proceed to
examine whether for the purpose in hand, English teachers
are a necessity or if at all they are in any manner more
suitable than Indian teachers. :

It is necessary at the outset to emphasise one point, not
often recognised,—that ig, that with regard to the teaching
ofa foreign language no bedy of people in the world are
more efficient by native genius and extended experience a

R
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the body of Indian teachers, No doubt, all published
theories with regard to this subject are of forvmn origin—
most of them mere copies of the methods of teic hmn the'
mother tongue applied without variation to the {'uwlgn
tongue itself, It 18, however, a fact that, though officially
trained in these methods and enjoined to pmchw them by
pressure and persuasion, Indian teachers have often recourse
(and rightly too) to their own methods.

To proneed to the main discussion of the nationality of
the teacher, it is obviously impossible (an(l the question is
not in umtemnhtmn with the politician or expert) to provide
Englishmen for the teaching of English right from the very
l)ecrmmnn' of its study. T he opinion as to the necessity for
such 3 teacher is e\pus%d as arising after seven or eight
years’ study of the language.  With regard to written

-Iinglish, is it seriously contended that this sohtfu; European
teacher at the college will be able te rect1f\ the presumably
bad English acquired by eight years’ acquaintance with the
fureign Tndian teacher? He may be able to criticise the
Indism English and, at best, show where its idiom and style
differ from correct native uhom——but‘_ for altering it to the
proper form, he may as well try to alter their skins. The
Indian idiom and style have grown up with them, have
formed a kind of leopard’s spots. We are considerably mis-
taken, if it is merely a paid critic of Indian English that the
politician and the expert seck. Critics there will always be.
Tt is unnecessary to pay for them.

The main so-called defect of Indian English—written—
lies in its being much too grammatical, unidiomatic to the
English ear, and modelled after the style of a past century ;
in fact, modelled after the style of “the particular English
“luthOI‘S who have best appealed to the Indian mind _and
differing from it to the extent to which the idioms of one
language are likely to get mixed up with those of the other
languages with which the learner is equally, if not more,
conversant. The mixing up is natural and the attempt to
prevent it is the atbempt to bleach the leopard’s spots, The
defect is really not a defect, but something that strikes the
English critic as singular. The special beauty of the leopard
lies in its spots.

With regard to speaking, the so-called defects come
under two heads—style of speech and pronunciation,
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[ ndians speak book-English and their aceent and pronunci-
ation are peculiar, Their style of interrogation, exclamation,
assertion, emphasis, cte., all take after their natural ways in
their own vernaculars.  If they devote suflicient attention to
correct native pronunciation and mode of speech and if they
are always self-conscious and upon their guard, so to speak,
it is possible, and many Indimls do succeed in imitating the
English mode of speech. It is, however, a fact very well-
known that when onee they are free from all restraint, even
such people speak Knglish in quite a different manner. The
guarded speech is therefore affected and unnatural and its
character as such is more or less obvious. It requires a great
degree of skill, therefore, to reproduce the language vor'réct]y
without any show of - affectation. Such power is possessed
only by the rare class of men whom we may term the class
of “linguistic artists”. For the general run of people—and
even for the artists—such power could be acquired only by
close association with persons speaking the language as their
mother tongue. Association with a solitary English pro-
fessor after eight years’ study of the language will hardly
meet the necessity, On the other hand association with
Englishmen of whatever calling would meet it. " If such
acquisition be considered a necessity, the appointment of an
English professor of English to meet it is like attempting to
sweeten the ocean with a pound of sugar, The real solution
would lie in multiplying opportunities of association between
the two races in the ordinary social walks of life.

It might possibly be objected that the art of imitation
is of little importance and that the science of phonetics has so
far developed that it is possible to attain the correct style of
speech by following the scientific directions given for the ad-
justment of the vocal organs for reproducing the sounds of
a language. I this be a fact, there is absolutely no neces-
sity for the human reproduction of the speech by a native at
the college. The science might be taught to Indian teachers
in elementary and secondary schools and the necessary result
secured. Even here, it must be remembered that the histri-
onics or facial expressions of the English tongue for various
sentiments have not been reduced and are not reducible to
any logical method.

We feel certain that, if the place of Euglish in our
curriculum be properly assessed and it be given such place
only as a language worth acquiring to the understanding
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_point, much better results would be accomplished in the way
of written as well as of spoken style by providing each school
with one or two teachers of English drawn from the class of
[ndian linguistic artisis, specially trained for the purpose.

So far, therefore, as the modelling of the Indian style
of writing and sp(é{h]{mg oj thfe .EJ}IQ"]JS}I. l:mgl_u‘ngo Is conecerned
the appointment of an ** English ” professor in a college is ab-
solutely without usefulness.

The main point, however, on which insistence may be
made for the necessity to appoint an *“ English ” professor of
English is that an Englishman alone will be able to interpret
to us correctly theideas of the masters of KEnglish literature.
This argument might, at first sight, appear irrefutable, but it
is exactly upon this point that we should beg leave comple-
tely to differ. We have to clear a preliminary point before
taking up the refutation of this argument and exposing the
fallacy. ‘

The teaching of this particalar foreign language in
India stands on quite a different footing from the teaching
of any other foreign language here and of any foreign langu-
age in any country for the particular reason that we have
had close acquaintance with it for nearly a century and a
half, so that it is often said by many (perhaps erroneously)
that it has become or is fast becoming the lmgua franca of
India. ‘This latter opinion is probably an exaggeration, but
it is an undoubted fact that we have a very vood percentage
of our literate population well versed in the Engiish language
and that we have hundreds of men and women m India who
are deeply irmersed in English literature, whose literary
pursuits are almost completely confined to that language and
whose acknowledged cultare has been drawn from that liter-
ature only.

To pretend that these Indian scholars of English
literature have not caught the true spirit of English liter-
ature and would nct therefore beable rightly to interpret it
to others in their country would rapidly take as down the
perilous incline of logical absurdity. Their culture is un-
questioned. Their knowledge of the English language and
literature is unquestioned. These men have been initiated
into this literature exclusively or in the main by ‘ English
teachers. Have they rightly grasped the spirit of English
literature ? I they have not, why do you persist in the
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folly of still providing costly Knglish teachers to others in
the vain hope that in futare they will do sa ? If they have
why do you not tap this source to meet the purpose in hand?

[t may readily be granted however that the inter-
pretation of English literature by an Indian Professor may
not correspond with that of the English Professor. It would
be coloured by an Indian outlook. It does not however follow
that the colouring is detrimental to Indian or TEnglish
interests. Nay, it is highly advantageous and it is this great
advantage that is lost to the English nation by exeluding
or discouraging its development.

In all literature worth the name, there are two sides,
one of which, the inferior side, is purely of local interest.
The superior side which imparts to it its greatness and per-
manenee ig of universal interest and is for all time, This uni-
versal side is the one for which value and importance is attach-
ed by all foreign literary men. ~ This part is not fully revealed
to the native unless his own genius is of universal character,
In fact, in most cases the native because of the very insularity
of his disposition is unable to bring to bear upon the study of
the master the all-sided vision that 1t requives for £all compre- .
hension.  He imports his narrowness into the poet’s works
and, indeed, contributes by his very one sided appreciation to
belittle the greatness of the poet. This narrowness is the
bane of common literary eriticism.

The universal poet reveals himself to different peoples
in different ways in accordance with their different angles
of vision. Goethe and Tolstoy have each contributed to the
revelation of Shakespeare’s greatness. Kach has emphasis-
ed a particular aspect, the aspect that has most forcefully
appealed to him when viewed through his own coloured
national outlook. Such a shedding of new light, such a
vision, sach a contribution becomes possible only when the
eritic has imbibed the traditionary genius of. his own
national literature. If he is brought up exclusively in an
atmosphere of one-sided criticism as is veally the case when
European Professors interpret their literature to Indian
students, the foreign Indian mind i unable to follow it
logically and nataraily. The vast majority of our univer-
sity students thercfore merely cram their brains with the
diverse views of Eutopean literary critics of accepted author-.
ity and are wble, by hereditary genius, to reproduce them
with astounding facility at the proper time when they are
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expected to do so. The system has thus earned for them
the reputation of being the most accomplished crams in the
whole of the world. The system represses all originality of
thinking. The European examiner and his Indian imitator
expect this reproduction and underestimate all eriticisim
that may strike them as peculiar, that may strike them as
heretic and unorthodox. Indeed, the student by training
and tradition, by an exclusion from the study of the liter—
atures of his own country, does not gain that mastery and
self-confidence required for the formulation and agsertion of
original views. He is brought up to think lowly of himself
and his powers. He is brought up to regard the literatures
of his country (of which he is ignorant and of which his
teacher, though more ignorant, pretends to know enough to
condemn as old and crude) as something which may lead (o
retrograde punditdom, but never to progressive scholarship.
Thus the European Professor of English literature set in his
place in the fabric of our University system produces in his
studenis the mentality we have referred to before, the West-
ward Ho !

We have hitherto assumed that the European Professor
is able to interpret to us his own literature in his own way
and have seen where he would unconsciously lead us to.
We have been thinking of an English literary critic of estal-
lished reputation. But we need have no fear of denation-
alisation at the hands of English men of letters. They
should be in a poor way indeed or they should have received
some strange eall if they should think of leaving the un-
rivalled fascinations of their immediate environments to
undertake the ungrateful task of the perversion of Indian
youths for wages which, however enhanced, appear as small
to their distant vision as the moon from the Earth. T hey
can however always speak to us from the distance—distanec
both of time and space.  Their views do not perish for want
of preservation. They elbow us out in our own librarvies.
We are merely asking for men to interpret to us the looks .
on books and the books on them-—men, who can give us
nothing original themselves but who would unconsciously
suppress all originality in us, who would help to make us
unthinking and parrot-like. The only solution of the pro-

‘blem lies in finding Indian teachers of English literature,

teachers whose cultural foundations have been deeply laid in
their own national literature, and who out of an insatiaple
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thirst for many-sided knowledge have gone forth with
yearning and sympathy to drink deep at the fountains of the
west—occidental scholars of India who are able to appraise
at its true worth the study of the West for the perfection of
the Kast, who are not likely, out of ignorance or foreign
outlook, to propagate the theory of the supersession of the
East by the Wess, to westernise the whole world and make
it unidirectional.

To the English educational expert in India, who
believes in the perpetuation of his class for the redemption
of India through English literature by Erglish interpreters,
it has to be pointed out that if he wishes the English langu-
age to become the language of the world (as it has heen
claimed to be rapidly becoming) he shall have to give up all
ideas of his exclusive ownership of that language. It should
be with him as it should ke with the Christian missionary.
The short-gighted missionary believes, when he has made

converts of pagans, that he has gathered a flock which will

look up to him or look up to Christian Kurope for guidance
in the religion of Christ. If the convert has understood the
religion of Christ and then adopted it as his own, Christia-

nity ceases to be the missionary’s religion. Tt is his own’

religion and it would cerainly be beneficial if he be permit-
ted to develop it on lines not exactly parallel to its develop-
ment in Europe. So with the English language or any
other language. Its recognition as the peculiar language of
England will diminish in proportion to its extension to other
parts of the world. No language is stagnant unless it is
dead. It undergoes incessant change in accordance with its
environments. The English of to-day is remarkably differ-
ent from the Iinglish of a previous century. The English
of America is characteristically different from that of Eng-
land. So it is ov will be with the Inglish of Africa,

Australia, India. Nay, the English of Eneland is not uniform
3 v fe} te) 3

even in that country, The attempt to keep Indian English
under leadingstrings from Europe is obviously futile. To
expect that it will develop in India on identical lines as
England both with regard to style of speech and composition
is ntrinsically absurd. The day may come when India
might speak of Anglicisms just as it now speaks of Ameri-
canisms, no siyle being coneeded to be superior to another.

Give us the right of free speech.  Allow the English
language in India to develop withous restraint and bring
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forth natural fruit. Allow it to become more expressive and
appeuling instead of constraining it to remain perpetually
imitative. A friend writes to say that certain types of
answers from university students would enliven a quiet fire-
side. Though the meaning is clear, he could have chosen
or coined a phrase more expressive and natural than the
fireside of which he and his correspondent have had no
experience whatever. They bith have been trained on the
imitative stvle. Cultivate in us the boldness to be ourselves.
With the modern development of rapid means of communi-
cation and the wealth of periodic and other English Iitera-
ture flooding unstemmed even the distant corners of the
shortened globe, with the constant stream of Indian travel-
lers to KEnglish-speaking countries, there should be no
warrant for the fear that the English language would
-develop in the hands of Indians to a dialect quite indistin-
guishable from the language of Kngland. Certain it is,
however, that it shall have its own characteristic features
and in this particular it shall only be enriching the English
language. '

Let us therefore view unbiassed this question of the
Professorship of English in an Indian College. Let us
examine whether the nationality of the Professor is after all
relevant, whether a masterful original critic of English
literature and of English birth is a possible acquisition for a
College, whether after all such a critic may not give a wrong
perspective to the Indian under-graduate whose native cultural
foundations have already been neglected, whether a second-
rate teacher would not combine all the disadvantages with a
nullity of advantages and whether it is possible and proper
that we should be trained to think exactly like Englishmen
and to speak exactly with the same style and accent. There
is but one answer,—that we should look for occidental
scholarship on oriental foundations.

KR K



26 THE OLD COLLEGHE.

THE VITAMINS.

It is now but a little over a decade since the vitamins
were discovered. They have grown so much in importance
that the favourite calories cf the dieteticians of the last decade
have well-nigh been forgotten. Much of the enthusiasm
aroused over the vitamins is due perhaps to their
mysterious nature and also to exaggerated notions of their
effect on the body. There are some however who stick to
the old slogan:—* Take care of the calories and the vitamins
will take care of themselyes ™. :

The vitamins are compounds of unknown composition
found mostly in natural and ¢ unpurified ’ foods. They have
been demonstraied to beessential factors in animal metabolism.
But such is the ignorance prevailing about their real nature
that 1t)hey have been called by the equivocal names of Ay Bog;
and D. :

Of these A, B, and C were discovered about the same -

time. Tt has since been found that what was till now known
as vitamin A really consists of two coustitucnts, one having
growth-promoting and  anzi-xerophthalmic* properties ond
the other anti-rachitic properties, The forme= is now known
as vitamin A and the latter as vitamin D. ;

Though the discovery of these bodies is rather recent
the corrective properties of some substunces (now known to
be rich in vitamins) were known long ago. The doctors of the
pre-vitmain days used to be puzzled to observe that cad liver
oil promoted growth in animals out of all proportion to the
quantity administered. The juice of fresh fruits, particularly

oranges was known to cure rickeis. The beneficial effects of

bran extract in cases of beri-beri were also known.

It however remained for McCollum and his associates to
recognise the presence of these mysterious bodies. In 1912
he was trying to find the effect of various fats on mice and
guinea pigs. Henoticed that whereas butter fat and cod-liver
oil promoted growth, lard and some other fats did not.
This pointed to a constituent in butter and cod-liver oil
which the other fats did not possess. ‘

: He also found that butter fat and cod-liver oil extracted
with alcohol lost their growth-promoting properties. There
was obviously something in these two fats which could be ex-

~ tracted with alchol. ~ And this, he concluded, made -all the

/
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difference between cod-liver oil and butter on the one hand
and the other fats on the other. He also obtained con-
centrated extracts of the substance. He was inclined to
believe that it was an amine. And being vital to existence
he called it vitamine. lt is now known that it is not an
amine. But the name sticks without the final ‘e ’.

Having discovered this factor he was, of course, anxious
to make further discoveries. He investigated the nature of
the disease beri-beri in men and poly-neuritis in animals and
found that they were caused by feeding solely on polished
rice and that they could be cured by the administration of
bran extract. He also obtained an ounce of extract from
several hundred pounds of bran. The extract had remark-
able corrective properties. Here then was another vital con-
stituent of food, different from the one he had previously

-discovered. But not knowing how they differed, in their
chemical composition or, whether they differed at all he called
the first one, vitamine A, and the second, vitamine B.

The enthusiasm of many other pediatricians was now
aroused and a search for other food faciors was made. The
discovery of vitamin C or the third vitamin was inevitable.
3o many investigators seem to have stumbled upon it all
together that it is impossible to say who discovered it first.
Adopting the nomenclature of McCollum it has been called
vitamin C.

By this time the doctors became pamfully conscious
that no more vitumins were to be discovered. So they
started researching the already discovered omes. Dr.
Mellanby of Cambridge proved that there is an antirachitic
factor but did net succeed in distinguishing it from vitamin
A. He carried out an elaborate experiment with 500 pup-
pies (1918) and came to the conclusion that the anti-rachitic
foods are in general those which contain vitamin A, cod-liver
oil being the most potent of them all. He was inclined to
believe that anti-rachitic factor and vitamin A were identical,
but he did not state this. :

Evidence against the supposed identity was found in the
fact that butter fat promotes growtha nd cures xerophthalmia
but does not cure rickets; and that coconut oil cures rickets
but does not cure or prevent xerophthalmia. After deep
study and research E. A. Park and his gssociates at John
Hopkins found that on oxidising cod-liver oil at 200
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degrees it lost its growth-promoting and anti-xerophthalmic
properties but retained its anti-rachitic value. This pointed
to the conclusion that there were two vitamins in cod-liver
oil; one was destroyed on oxidation at’ 200 degrees and the .
other was not. The former is now called vitamin A and the
latter vitamin D.

The arbitrary names by which they were so long known
were now found to be not quite significant enough, in fact
not quite formidable enough. They were, therefore, known
and are still known by the alternative names :

anti-xerophthalmic factor Vitamine A.
anti-beriberic or anti-neuritic factor o B
anti-scorbutic factor i
anti-rachitic factor. T s

On account of their corrective properties in diseases
which are caused by their absence, these diseases are con-
sequently known as deficiency diseases.

It is also now known that if an animal is given no
vitamin D but if its body be irradiated with ultraviolet light,
the result is, the concentration of calcium and phosphorus in
the blood is regulated and rickets is thereby prevented and -
even cured. The irradiation thus produces the same effect
as vitamin D, g

What are these ultra-violet radiations? Every one
knows or affects to know that ordinary sunlight is composed
of seven colours. If sunlight is analysed by means of a
prism one is able to notice various colovrs from violet to red.
This is only the visible part of the spectrum. Beyond the
violet at one end and red at the other there are portions
which are not visible to the eye. The region beyond violat
is known as ultra violet region and the rays are ultra violet -
rays. They affect photographic plates, produce chemical
changes and are known to regulate animal metabolism.

They are found in sunlight and more plentifully in
arclight and light from electric quartz lamps. They are
absorbed by dust particles in the #tmosphere. Hence a sun-
bath in the town is not nearly so good as a sunbath in the
country,

A story of the healing power of sunlight in a case of
rickets is given by Dr. Jacobi. He relates in an article
published on rachitis that he used to attend on a boy suffering
from rachitis with convulsions. No treatment produced any
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effect, until, one day, the father contrary to the doctor’s
advice took the boy out for a walk in the morning sun. The
first eunbath cured him of convulsions ana subsequent ‘baths’
" cured him of the rickets—a story with a moral that sun-
light is good.  Doctor’s advice is not, however, always to be
discarded.

Though one hears so much being done and spoken about
the vitamins, they have not been isolated mnor is it known
how they are formed and where they are synthesised. It
seems probable that A and D are synthesised by green plants,
for their own use, with the aid of the ultra violet rays of
sunlicht. When the green leaves are eaten by an animal
the vitamins are passed from the leaves consumed to the
blood of the consumer. If the herbivorous animal is eaten
by a carnivorous one the vitamins pass on to the latter.
“The sonlight which falls upon vast areas of the ocean, (which
being free from dust,) is rich in ultra violet radiations and is
used by myriads of marine algae to synthesise their vitamins.
Some of these algae yield an oil which has the unmistakable
odour of cod-liver oil.  This oil is probably the source from
which marine animals, especially the cods, derive-either at first
hand or second hand—their store of vitamin A and D.

The properties of the vitamins are, however, much
better known. The effect of various foods, pure and impure,
artificial and otherwise, had been studied in considerable
detail by experimenting on guinea pigs and rats, which are
susceptible to the deficiency diseases. Man, so far, has been
considered to be too sacred to be experimented with. But
wherever diseases have occurred, doctors have not spared him.

It has already been mentioned that the vitamins possess
corrective properties in certain diseases. A is fat-soluble.
It promotes growth and prevents or cures xerophthalmia, a
digease which brings about the inflammation of the eye and
final atrophy of the conjunctiva.

B is water-soluble. 1t prevents and cures the diseases

beri-beri and neuritis, diseases caused by the inflammation of
the nerves resulting in the painful rigidity of the limbs.

C is also water-soluble. It is anti-scorbutic in property.
That is,- it prevents and cures the disease scurvy.
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And D regulates the supply of calcium and phos-
phorus to the bones. It is anti-rachitic. It usually oc- =
curs with A in cod-liver oil and is fat-soluble. It occurs
alone in cocoanut oil.

It need not be imagined that because the vitamins pos-
sess such wonderful properties, they sare rare as the
phoenix. They can be had in plenty provided one does not
take particular care to avoid them. The sunlight for which
one does not have to pay anything is anti-rachitic. The rice
one eats, the vegetables, the fruits contain all the vitamins
one needs, if they are not purified or dressed before being
consumed. There is an impression among many people that
the vitamins are extremely unstable and that uniess one eats
all foods raw ome cannot have an adequate supply of the
vitamins. While it is true, to a degree, of vitamin C, it is
not true of the other three. :

Vitamin A is fairiy stable and decomposes completely
only when oxidised at 200°C. D is not decomposed even
under these conditions. The addition of alkali, however, as
in the purification of oils, hastens decomposition.

Vitamin B is less stable but sufficiently so at cooking
temperatures, but the addition of sodium ecarbonate in cook-
ing completely decomposes it at 120°. It occurs largest in
the germ of the rice grain. The polishing of rice removes
this part of the grain and therefore the vitamin.

C is the least stable, b1t curiously enough when occur-
ring in acid fruits like the lemon and orange it is fairly
stable and is not decomposed at 100° C. An attempt to
neutralise the acidity irvariably leads to the decomposition
of the vitamin. It will be seen that Nature bas provided us
with sunlight rich in ultra violet rays, and vegetables, cereals
and fruits rich in all the vitamins we want. But we teach
our children not to walk out in the sun becausz it will hurt,
we discard the bran and the germ in the rice (rich in vitamin
B) and give it to our cattle, bécause they offend our sense of
‘refinement’, and our taste takes us after tinned foods,
bscause we think they must be pure. It is indeed an irony
that our ancestors who knew nothing of chemistry or vita-
mins should have lived and lived better too, and that we,
who revel in our discoveries, should sacrifice health at the
altar of a craving for refinement and purity.

R. Ganapathy. O. B. (1924 )
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FROM A COLLEGE WINDOW.

(The Editors will be glad to recetve information of topical
interest for wnclusion in these columns.)

Since our last appearance, the College has been very for-
tunate in distinguished visitors. His Excellency, Viscount
Goschen, the Governor of Madras, was the first, and we
print elsewhere a picture taken by our photoarapher.
There was much speculation as to the kind of odour
which predominated in the Chemistry Laboratory. We
have it from a fairly reliable source that several perfumes
were tried to drown the noxious smell merely to be lost in a
ghastly blend. Anyhow, green paint and raw turpentine
impart a freshness to the air, but we would recommend to
the authorities that the next distinguished visitor should be
taken all round tke College. His Lordship went away much
impressed and was pleased to record in the visitors’ book that
he thoroughly enjoyed his visit to the College and was much
impressed by the spread of education here.

% * % ¥

Myr. Stephenson, the D. P. ., accompanied the party.
e almost seemed a stranger till he smiled. We wonder if
he has heard of the vew tennis court or having heard has
felt that he would like to try it, (This is however a digres-
gion ) We missed the Principal much who was unavoidably
absent. The Professor in charge appeared in the pink of
Oxonian perfection (did you note the colour of his hood ?)
and did the honours in the absence of Mr. Krishnaswami
Iyer.

% *k ES *

Professor Karve, the founder of the Indian Women’s
University, brought to us a fleeting glimpse of the Chandar-
varkar, Gokhale and Tilak band. He addressed the College
students on the work and ideals of his University, and we
have no doubt that our sisters at Thycaud would have sym-
pathised with him in right earnest when he told them that -
compulsory mathematics is merely a modern form of torture
for young girls. Some men have the same experience but
thut is another story. The Professor is “only sixty-seven’
and we could wish our students and our staff nothing better’
than a similar life of strenous work, service and sacrifice in
the cause of the Nation.

* * * *
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Swami Shraddanandaji followed. The Physics Depart-
ment was hitherto the show department of “the College
thanks to the genius of Dr., Mitchell who designed it, but one
would have little thought that its steps would form a con-
venient platform for the open air meetings in the College.
Swamiji gave us good advice and it was very apt that this
giant should warn us about the care that should be devoted
to the upkeep of the body. He had just visited the Central
Jail when he came to us and he was evidently much impress-
ed by the spirit of freedom and the seclusion which sur-
round the prisoners. We were very thankful that he met as
on the lawns, blisstully ignorant of our crowded existence
and the hurrying to and fro of our daily routine. He has
been called a fighting Sanyasi and we marvel at the indescre-
tion of the man who fights with nim. The absence of Pro-
fessor Chandrasekharan from the College was regretted by
all for the Swamiji is a tall man and a comparative study
would have left a more lasting im pression. '

% * : * %

Outside the College also the students have had
exciting times. Miss Dorothea Spinney recited Hamlet to
an admiring, though rather empty, house. Among other
goodly morals that we drew, we learnt that though Shake-
speare may spread his charms aglore, the College youth
appears to find more congenial recreation in a circus or in
bed. The second performance was well attended though the
play was less familiar. It is a bit of a leap from a dying
queen—Alkestis—to the old father of Admetus with a few
divinities from the Greek Pantheon thrown in by way of
variety, but Miss Spinney took it marvellous well without
overbalancing and well deserves her reputation as a fragedi-
enne.  We have no doubt that the College would give her a
fit reception wheu she visits Trivandrum again.

The selection examinations have been and are over, We
arise from our diverse beds of illness and of woe and look
around, The extent and variety of ailments which attack
examinees increase in alarming proportions. There are cases
of accidents which may happen at any time and of long jll-
ness which runs its course through the examination days,
but many temporary troubles are a consequence of nervous
strain indnced by fear of particular pet aversions in the form
of subjects. The College Council has given the maximum
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benefit of the doubt to the absentees and sent them up ‘with
a warning ’.  There are indications that the Professors mean
business and that the warning is to be effective. One exa-
mination has already been announced and others will proba-
bly follow soon. It would not be fair to those detained, if
opportune illness is to be the excuse for preferment over
those who sat through the examinations, though unsuccess-
fully.
¥ ¥ * *
Examinations are an unavoidable evil. Instances are
not lacking where they have gone directly against the pur-
pose which they were meant to serve. The teacher hates
them, for he has to keep his weather eye upon the types of
probable questions, and they are a bugbear to the enthusias-
tic student who is driven, in spite of himself, to the altar of
-God Cram. At best they are an uncertain test, their efficacy
depending both ¢n the temper of the examiner and perhaps
the kind of dinner he has had as also the various psycho-
physiological influences which have worked havoe on the
examinee.
sk E S & £
These remarks are by no means original but a common
curse like examinations exempts one from originality.
Would that science had discovered other faultless means of
testing the quantity, quality and disposition of the grey
master in human brain, Is intellicgence a form of radiation
not yet within measurable ken, or a complex chemical
reaction sometimes retarded for went of an unknown
catalyst P Edison is credited with some discoveries in this’
line but all that we know of his methods of cxaminations is
that he also asks questions, less hackneyed, perhaps, than
those of the Madras University. Anyhow there is a
problem well worthy of the ambition of our budding scien-
tists, but iu the meantime we commend to their kind con-
sideration the coming examination.
* * * *
Whilss talking of examinations we must not forget the
results of the last September Examination, They come
unnoticed, the straggler’s friend, to help a fellow who has
already one leg across. They create but a faint ripple except
when people like Kochukrishna Pillai secure a first class on
top of a distinguished second in English. One may well
wonder why it did not happen earlier.
* 5 * *
¥
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Prophecy is a common human vanity, and this reflection
makes us bold to claim our due. The ‘south-eastern drive
has been diverted as we foretold and the football ground
takes shape at last. The mango tree will still be there, but
there is a feeling that trees, like men, do not last for ever
and that youth will be served. It remains however to be
seen if all the trouble has been worth while, for the players
look upon the ground only as a means of personal recreation
and exercise. They visit it at all sorts of hours towards dusk
and enjoy themselves in their own way. The Kottayam
team will soon visit us and unless our men are on the alert
the joy of the hard won victory in tennis will he much alloy-
ed by a defeat in football at home. A small subscription is
to oe levied from the members of the club from the next
term onwards. Fears have been expressed that the numbers
would fall, but if this happens the two teams ean be amalga-
mated and the Jubilee Hall ground can accommodate more
tennis courts. '

* * : * *

The college tennis tournaments have not attracted as
much attention this year as formerly. The blame for this will -
have to re:t with the weather, but untimely Tulavarsham has
shoulders broad enough to bear this and other censure. We
have but little talent this year and that not comparable with

the Law College and some of our Old Boys.  But you never
can tell.

* * *

The editorial deals with the coming College Day and
invites the Old Boys to tuke early steps to organise it. = This
does not relieve the students of their great responsibility and
the Third Class may as well be told that it js up to them to
continue the traditions this year.

* * * *
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THE ACCENT OF INTENSITY IN SOUTH INDIAN
VERNACULARS [1.]

By Mr. L. V. RAMAswAMY AIYAR, M, A., B. L.

A close investigation of the historical development of
any language from its earliest times will reveal the fact that
the nature, strength and peculiarities of accentuation in that
language have been varying from time to time. Slow and
gradual as these changes are, they are none the less definite
and sometimes radical. What exactly are the factors that
bring about these changes cannot be easily outlined, but in-
fluences like the climate prevailing ir the language-area,
contact with languages of other races and other lands, mig.
ration from place to place of the peoples speaking the langu-
age, and the increasing development of culture and civilisa-
tion, play not an unimportant part in modifying or altering
the genius of a language so far as to lead to changes in
accentuation also.

The authority of many Indo-Germanic scholars sanc-
tions the view that the original Indo-Germanic language in
the earliest times possessed stress-accent, 7. ., the accent of
intensity, and that subsequently just before the Vedic times
the stress-variations gave place to pitch-differences, i e,,
variations in the intonation of words. * This Indo-Aryan
pitch, however, soon changed into stress again about the
period of the earliest Latin records; later the initial stress-
accentuation of ancient Latin made room for a kind of pitch-
accent more or less conditioned by the length of the final
and pre-final syllables. This pitch-accent subsequently
developed intoa kind of stress in the various Romance
languages of Europe atan early period of their existence.
Again, this stress according to the opinion of the best
scholars, became insensible or rather unstable, in French, one
of the daughters of Latin; and once again we have it on the
authority of M. Jules Bloch of the Paris School of Langu-
ages that a new kind of accentuation, as yet incapable of
being definitely analysed, is once again gradually develop-
ping in the Freach language at the present day.f

Such a change in the nature and strength of accentu-
ation from time to time could be exemplified from the history
of the development of the Prakritic languages of India which
are all derived from the original Indo-Aryan Sanskrit, The
Vedic dialect possessed only pitch-differences; opinions vary

?  See ‘Brugmann’—'Wright’,
1 “En fraucsais contemporain on assiste a la naisssnce d'une nouvells
aogentuafion encore mal definissnble’” M, Jules Bloch.
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as to whether in classical Sanskrit pitch or stress was more
prominent, but that there was a change in the character of
accentuation is admitted on all hands; the Prakritic dialects
must subsequently have, by a gradual process, developed
stress—differences, as we see that almost all the modern North
Indian languages possess stress-differences more pro-
minently than pitch-variations,

Now, this impermanence in the nature and strength
of accentaation wn a language makes it difficult for us to
dogmatise on the character or on the peculiarities of
accen uation in the ancient Proto-Dravidian langnage or in
old Tamil which may be recognised as the common ancestor
of modern Tamil and modern Malayalam. Lack of extant
records of the ancient forms of the language and want of
sufficient data for the study of the phonetic features of an-
cient dialects still further complicate the question. Neverthe-
less, it is possible that the articulation of the Dravidian lan-
guage including its accentuation might have gone through a
series of changes in ancient times similar to the cycle of altera-
tions suffered by the the accentuation of the Indo-Germanic
language in the West and the Indo-Aryan language in the
East. If we suppose that constant migrations of the
people speaking the Indo-Germanic and the Indo-Aryan lan-
guages should have mainly accounted for the modification in
the accentuation and in other features of those languages, and
further if we have also historical or scientific warrant to think
that this factor could not have operated in the case of the
Dravidians inasmuch as comparatively fewer migrations or
movements took place amengst them, then we couid roughly
propound the view that the accentuation of the ancient Dra-
vidian or Old Tamil might have had much the same peculia-
rities as those possessed by the accentuation of modern South
Indian Vernaculars. But in the present state of our know-
ledge no such premises as those mentioned above relating to
the Old Dravidian or Tamil language could be'laid down, and
hence no inferences or probabilisations too are possible,

Be this as it may, there is one striking difference in the
watter of accentuatior between Prakritic daughters of Sans-
krit which are spokenin North India at the present day, on
the one hand, and the modern South Indian Vernaculars on
the other. Any close observer of the speech—peculiarities
of the North Indian languages, say for instance Hindi or
Bengali, and the South Indian languages, say for instance,
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Tamil or Malayalam, cannot escape noting the fact that pitch-
differences predominate in South India while stress-variations
reign supreme in the North. M. Jules Bloch # strongly
holds the view that stress-differences have played little or
no part at all in the North Indian languages. This extreme
view does not find favour with other scholars like Grierson
and Sten Know who have been able to detect subtie differen-
ces of stress rather than of pitch in the Sanskritic languages.
M. Bloch in his illuminating article in the Bhandarkar Me-
morial volume seems to hold the opinion that Indian Scho-
lars themselves have no definite views on this question ; but I
am sure that all those who have bestowed careful thought upon
this problem and scientifically compared the North Indian
languages with our own Vernaculars will definitely arrive at
the conclusion that stress-differences are more prommentin the
North while pitch-variations predominate in the South. Tt
18 true that the stress accent obtaining in the North may be
different in nature and io strength from thatstrong initial
stress which we usually associate with the Teutonic langua-
ges ; bat this should on no account lead us to generalise on
the total absence of stress in the Northern Sanskritic langua-
ges.  As M. Block himself says, the highest authorities in
matters of pronunciation are the natives themselves who
are born and bred to the language.f I am sure that if South
Indian students of language scientifically observe the pro-
nunciation of a Bengalee or a Hindustanee and compare it
with the speech-habits of a Tamilian or a Malayalee, the
above mentioned distinction will easily make itself evident.

However, if pitch-differences are more prominent in a
South Indian language like Malayalam, stress-variations are
not completely absent too, It is a moot point if in Malayalam
stress-variations exist separate and free from pitch which al-
ways influences stress ; but whatever this may be, there is no
gainsaying the fact that stress in some form does exist in
Malayalam and it is dependent on such uncertain factors as
the psychology of the speaker, emphasis, etc., and on the fol-
lowing ceriain factor

* * Formation de la language Marathe .

T * Dans toute etude de linguisite descriptive, il arrive assez vite un mo-
ment ou l'oreille d'un eutranger hesite, quard de I'accent en particular, les habi-
tudes linguistiques d' observateur risquent de fausser gravement les resultats de
son enquete.” M. Jules Bloch.
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In Malayalam, stress accent of varying degrees of inten-
sity falls on
(1) Root syllables of words e. g.,

2195 )0 g™ &G Oo—Qism)980cemo auma’,

HH K KW

(2) Syllable immediately preceding and the one succeeding
the doubled consonants, i. e., wherever there is efowio or

doubling.
0l nODOMID — 2 igySc—RBIGINAG ©H,
H H 0o il ]

(4) Syllable immediately following a conjunct consonant.
@) 6 pE)— Q800 at—
] O
(4) Open vowels and especially final open vowels.
@10—aome—ai0—00 — [ Katha] ; [Ma:gga.]
(6) Syllables containing intervocalic plosivesin the stand-

ard language where they do not become voiced.
e e o e bl [ratakhulka.] [Satala] [Kapa
. e = lam.]

(6) Syllables immediately following aspirates

Qs 188 & ——ailanoWa

[Vahitkula] ; [ Vihangom]

In the next paper I shall discuss how far stress in Mu-
layalam differed in nature and strength from that in Tamil,
and what these differences, occurrmg as they do in sister lan-
guages closely allied to each other, are due to.

3
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HIGH TEMPERATURE.

Among the many things which have early distin-
guished man from the rest of creation has been the produc-
tion and employment of high temperatures. The use of a
fire for purposes of cooking, and in the manufacture and
working of metals and alloys can be traced back to very
remote antiquity.

How man first came into possession of this ‘element’ is
a problem for which more than one solution has been offered.
Ancient mythology asserts that it was a gift from on high to
the first inhabitants of ‘this terrestrial frame’, and there
are records to show that the ‘Sacred fires of Baku’ were
sold to pilgrims who carried the same from place t> place
and rendered them accessible to every home. A second
solution assigns its origin to natural phenomena. Spon-
taneous fires like the dreaded “‘forest fire” are not an un-
common occurrence even to-day,and should have been a very
ordinary experience with the primitive man who, like the lower
animals, had his home in the wilds and the mountains. A
third one, perhaps more romantic, attributes to fire a
frictional origin. The dweller of the forest, perhaps no
better than our ‘hairy ancestor’, with brute-strength more
than intelligence to aid him, may have flung a stone at some
passing animal in some moment of idleness or with intent
to bring down his prey. The stone, missing its aim, might
have struck against a rock and produced a spark of
fire. In such a case the curiosity of the idler would be
natarally aroused, and repetitions of the process must have
resulted in the discovery of fire. The primitive method of
making fire, not yet obsolete, lends great probability to this
view. Perhaps none of these solutions is exclusively correct,
and each in its own way may be true of particular portions
of the world.

Though the employment of high temperatures was not
unknown to the ancients, the very high temperatures which -
have been reached, and are in use in many modern indus-
trial processes, are an achievement of very recent times.
The hell fire of burning brimstone which used to strike
terror into the heart of erring man scarcely deserves the
notice of the modern college-student to whom the much
hotter Bunsen flame is a matter of daily experience ; and
pales into insignificance before the temperatures obtainable



40 THE OLD COLLEGE.

at present with the oxyhydrogen blow-pipe flame or the
electric are.

Lt may be of interest for the average man who has had no
special scientific education to know how these high tempera-
tures are produced. At present two chief agencies are
known which may be utilised for the production of heat.
One is chemical action, and here, the particalar kind of cherni-
cal action in common use is what is known as combustion
or in common parlance, burning. The other is electricity.

Articles employed for the production of heat by burning
are technically known as fuels. Fuels may be solid, liquid
or gaseous. The first two have been in use for a long time;
the third is a special feature of modern development. The
higher temperatures obtained at present by the employment
of fuels are mainly the result of various improvements made
upon the old processes.

The highest temperature obtainable by the use of a
certain weight of fuel depends upon a number of factors.’
Firstly there is the nature of the fuel. A certain quantity
of coal, when completely burnt, does not give the same
amount of heat as an equal weight of wood or oil or gas.

Secondly it depends upon the speed of combustion. The
quicker the burning, the higher is the temperature produced.
To obtain the maximum effect with a certain weight of fuel
the combustion must be quite complete, and every precaution
must be taken to prevent loss of heat during burning, either
through conduction or radiation, or through admixture with
inert gases which do not take part in the burning. The
quickness with which the heat is taken up by the heated body
is another important factor in determining the temperature
finally reached. .

The improvements which have been effected in recent
times take all these into consideration. The modern fur-
naces are so constructed as to ensure the maximum produc-
tion and the minimum loss of heat. A proper fuel is chosen,
and complete burning is accomplished by providing the
burning substance with an ample supply of air in the form
of a blast. The rural blacksmith makes use of the same
principle, only in a less efficient manner. To avoid the cool-
ing resulting from the introduction of cold air, and to utilise
the heat of the waste gases escaping through the chimney,
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arrangements are made by which the waste gases are made -

to give up much of their heat to the blast before they escape
into the atmosphere-

In many furnaces, liquid and gaseous fuels are employed.
With these it is possible to obtain much higher temperatures
than with solid fuels, because their combustion is quicker
and more complete. When liquid fuel is used it is ‘atomised’
i. e. broken up into very fine spray by a jet of air blown
through it, before it enters the sphere of combustion.
Gaseous fuel yields the best results, and is neater to work
with, though the cost is comparatively greater. "

One of the constituents of most gaseous fuels i€hydro-
gen, which burns in air with a very hot flame. 1If the air be
replaced by oxygen the flame is hotter still. This property is
utilised in the production of the “oxyhydrogen blow pipe flame™
_where a mixture of hydrogen and oxygen in the right pro-
portiens is burnt at a specially constructed jet. Such aflame
easily melts metals likedron and platinum and is very largely
used in industry for welding and cutting steel. 1t can be
used even under water, and small cracks or such other flaws
in the submerged parts of warships have been often repaired
by fusing the parts together with the help of the oxyhydro-
gen blow pipe flame.

It has been well known for a long time that when an
electric current is passed through any substance which resists
the passage of the current, the substance is raised to a high
temperature. This property has been turned fo account in
the construction of some electrical furnaces. The current is
passed through a suitable substance kept within the mass
of the material to be heated and the heat produced is trans-
mitted to the entire mass. Insome cases where the heated
material can itself act as a resistance the use of another
substance becomes unnecessary.

Another way in which electricity has been utilised for
the production of high temperatures is by the employment of

the electric arc. A large current of electricity under high .

electrical pressure is passed through a conductor whose ends

are separated by an air smace. A continuous series of

~ sparks then pass between these ends and constitute the

“electric arc. By employing special devices the arc is spread

out into a big flame. When the substance to be heated is kept

in this air space it is raised to a very high temperature. The
G
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temperature of this electrical flame is about the highest that
has hitherto been practically obtained.

A rough idea of these high temperatures may be ga-
thered from the following data.

Temp.
Human body 36°7° centigrade.
Boiling water 100°C.
Red hot iron 700°C.
Melting iron 1200°-1500°C.
Melting platinum 1764°C
Oxyhydrogen blow-pipe flame about 2800°C.
Electric are about  3600°C.

To many whose conceptions of high temperature seldom
extend beyond that of red hot iron, and who are accustom-
ed to distinguish between heat and cold only by the sense of
touch, it might appear a marvel how such high tempera-
tures as those given above have been accurately measured.
Even the average student of  Science is seldom conversant
with these methods. It may not, therefore, be out of place
to make a brief mention of some of them here.

It is known that all bodies expund when heated, and
the more the heating the greater is the expansion. In many
cases, particularly metals, the amount of the expansion is
directly proportional to-the temperature. To know the
temperature therefore, it is enough to know the amount of
the expansion.  On this basis a large number of measuring
instruments have heen constructed, A suitable solid, liquid
or gas provided with arrangements for measuring the expan-
sion is kept in contact with the body whose temperature has
to be: measured till it acquires the same temperature, and
then the amount of the expansion is noted.  Of this type the
mercury in glass thermometer is the one most commonly
used. It canmeasure temperatures only up to 360°C, beyond
which the mercury begins to boil. Other thermometers
which employ the expansion of solid metals like copper or
iron are in use up to 600°C. But for higher temperatures,
electrical thermometers are practically the only ones which
give a direct reading of the temperature,

The electrical instruments are of two types. In one
type a current of electricity is passed through a platinum
wire which is exposed to the temperature to be measured.
The wire resists the passage of the current, and the amount
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of the resistance is measured with the help of a suitable re-
sistance measuring instrument. It has been found by ex-
periment that the amount of the resistance varies with the
temperature according to a definite rule, so that if the resis-
tance is known the temperature can be easily calculated, In
practice the resistance measurer is constructed in such a
manner as to give direet readings of the lemperature instead
of the resistance.

The other type of electrical thermometer works on a
different principle. Bars of two suitable metals are joined
together at one end, and the junction is allowed to rise to
the temperature to be measured. The other ends which are
kept cold are connected by a copper wire. Under these cir-
cumstances a current of electricity is produced, and this is
measured by means of a  galvanometer (current measurer.)
The strength of the current is known to vary with the tem-
perature, in a definite mariner, and therefore, the correct tem-
perature is easily obtained. Any temperature below the
melting point of the junction is thus capable of measurement.

Thermometers other than electrical have also been de-
vised for measuring these high temperatures, but they are
not so commonly used, or quite so accurate.

For rough measurements of many high temperatures
such as those reached in modern furnaces, blocks of materials
which are known to melt at definite high temperatures are
employed. Cones made of fusible clay, cylinders of so-
dium chloride, potassium sulphate and gimilar substances are
used in this connection. These are placed in various parts
of the furnaces, and by noting which of them melt and

- which do not, the temperature is roughly estimated.

The science of high temperature production and mea-
surement is still far from perfection. It is not impossible
that in an age of scientific research like the present greater
and greater advances in this direction will become an accom-
plished fact. If such an achievement is likely to contribute
to the increase of general happiness, be it ever so little, by
facilitating industry and making the common comforts of
life accessible to even the man of the streets, we shall have

ood reason to wish these researches in science many days
(and nights too, if need be) of fruitful and unremitting toil.

AV,
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THE PUBLIC MEETING.
Principal ehapdrasekaran Addressing the Gathering.



