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Editorial.

At a general meeting of the College staff held under the Presidentship
of the Principal on the 3oti of June last, M. R. Ry. P. Sankaran Namliyar
Avl., M. A., Professor of English, was unanimously elected as the Editor of
the Magazinz, The following resolution of thanks was passed nem con
at the same meeting and communicated by the Principal to the Ex-Editor
with a covering letter setting forth his ‘“personal admiration for the uniformly
good work done” by him ‘‘year afler year' ever since the inception of the
College Magazine:—

¢‘Che members of the College staff record with pleasure their grateful
anprecmtlon of the invaluable services rendered by Mr. P. S, Ramakrishna
Ayyar as the first Editor of the College Magazine for a period of over eight
years’’.

Mr, Ramakrishna Ayyar acknowledged it in suitable terms. ¢ Iam
really touched, ” wrote he, **by the resolution passed by the College staff
H * # 1 feel profound!y grateful to the members of - the staff

for thexr kind and noble appreciation of my humble services.’

We hope that though Mr. Ramakrishna Ayyar will not hereafter be at
the helm of affairs—to quote the Principal once again—he will kindly give
us in due time the benefit of his ‘¢ vast experience in the conduct of the
Magazine.”

= e 0 ® *
it is now eight years since the Magazine was started, and Mr. Rama-
“ krishna Ayyar has himself all along borne the heavy responsibilities of its
Honorary Editor with-an amount of success which needs no commenrt, The
: feeling was, therefore, naturally growing strong on the desirability of
- conducting the Magazine on definite constitutional lines, the Editorial
- Board and the Managing Committee being elected by the staff at
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regular interyals, The College Council, accordingly, passed a formal reso
lution ta that effect at the commencement of the current agademic year,
and drafted a few general rules which were placed at the staff meeting of the
3oth June, for approval and adoption. The Rules as passed at the above
meeting ‘gf"theﬁt.@ff are published elsewhere in this_issue of the Magazing,

]
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It is the earnest wish and. hope of the present Editor that, sincerely
corscious as he is of his own weaknésses, the students past and present of
the Maharaja’s College.as well .as the numerous well-wigshers of the College
Magazine will extend to him their hearty support and ca-operation and
enable him to keep up the good name of the Magazine untarnished,

# & o # ki

Thanks to the institution of the ‘“ Qid Boys’ Association’ and the

annual celebration of the ¢“College Day®, some honds of connection have no.

doubt, been established of late between the a/umn: past and present of the
Maharaja’s College, These bonds are, however, still so few and feeble that other
~methods may yet be thought of with considerable advantage for perpetuating
_in a more intimate and real manner the reldtionship between the old and new
elements in the history of the institution. It has been suggested for instance,
that such of the ‘“Old Boys"’ of the College as are engaged in research or the
pursuit of special studies in any branch of knowledge may be requested to
deliver courses of lectures ( in the nature of ““Extension Lectures™ ) to the
“present students at any time that will suit their convenience. We commend
this thoughtful suggestion to the earnest attention of our distinguished *Old
Boys’”. We should, at the same time, be extremely happy to set apart a sec-
"tion in every number of this Magazine for the publication of the results of
* their research from time to time, :

W % #* & e *

A word may, perhaps, be added in this connection about the nature and
extent of the contributions that are e¢xpected from the present students. It
is the intention of the newly-elected Editorial Board to give them an ade-
quate measure of representation in each issue of the Magazine. There are
at present nearly sszo students in the four classes fogether, and it should, by
no means, be difficult for them to supply at least 4 or ¢ short articles for
every number, Particularly welcome will be (i) contributions of a humorous
character, (ii) interesting skort slorzes, (iii) descriptive accounts of traditions
_and popular beliefs associated with placss and persons of note in Kerala
and (iv) collections of old ballads, popular songs, proverbs, riddles and
folklore—with notes and comments wherever possible,

S A ok : % %* s

Before introducing the reader to the contents proper of this number—

the last of the present Volume-—we have also to record an important change
that took place in the Priccipalship of the College with the commencement of
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the present academic year. The old order has withal changed and yielded
place to new. '

als ats als aly S a
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On the 2gth of April last, ‘M. R, Ry. V. R: Venkateswara Ayyar Avl.,
M. A. L. T, the first Indian Principal of our College, vetired from the service
of the State in'the zenith of his renown and glory. Itis now generally
well known how, during the period of his connection with the Coliege for
nearly 19 years—originally as the Senior ' Lecturer and subseguently as the
Principal—=the institution steadily flourished and prospered until at last it
came to be elevated to the long-coveted status of the Makaraja’s Lirst Grade
College a year ago, almost simultaneously with the celebration of its Golden
Jubilee. 'The very fact that the Cochin Government were pleased to grant an
extension of service by one year to Mr: Venkateswara Ayyar, who, under
normal circumstances should have retired in April 1925, bespeaks the Gov-
ernment’s appreciation of the achievements that stand to his credit during
the long period of his association with the Coliege, :

Mr. Venkateswara Ayyar has thus been enabled to enjoy the supreme
satisfaction of laying down his official mantle, full of years and honours, at
o time when his protracted and patient exertions on behalf of the College
“have begun to bear fruit in an abundantly encouraging measure. Expfes-
sions of regard and esteem are, therefore, being profusely showered upon hini
by all those who have had the privilege of coming into contact with his
unique personality in one capacity or another. The staff of the Maharaja's
College got up a decent ¢ Social’ in his honour on the 3rd of July last.
Ihe Boarders of the Hindu Hostel presented him with an  address brimming
‘with genuine feelings of filial devotion'and reverence. Arrangements are
being expeditiously made by a specially constituted Committee, on behalf of
his students past and present, to give him a public Send-off. The absolute
spontaneity of these functions is itself a clear indication of the deep hold
that Mr. Venkateswara Ayyar has over the hearts of many who are ob-
viously indebted to him in diverse ways and degrees. On the more thinking
‘section of »Hi’s;stndeht‘s', his powers of analysis and discrimination, his shrewd-
‘ness happily coupled with profound erudition and his enviable command
of the simple and chaste in language never failed to create an abiding im-
pression ; while the unruffled serenity of his presence invariably radiated a
tranguillizing ¥hfluence on even -the most excited passions that he had to
encounter in his official capacity. ‘Much vain unreason he hears; lays up
without response. He is not there to expect reason and nobleness of others ;
he is there to give them of his own reason and nobleness.”’ To him, therefore,
it was particularly appropriate that the Boarders of the Hindu Hostel in
their beautifully written Address applied the tribute of praise which Arnold
paid to his illustrious father of Rugby i— '
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¢ If in the paths of the world,
Stones might have wounded thy feet,
Toil or dejection have tired

Thy spirit, of that we say
Nothing—to us thou wast still
Cheerful, and helpful and firm !

Though, to all eutward appearance, Mr. Venkateswara Ayyar looked so
surprisingly indificrent and unaffected by cares or troubles of any sort as to
tempt strangers to mistake the Principalship of the Ernakulam College for
almost a sinecure post, those of us who knew the real state of affairs were
often reminded of what the same poet has written elsewhere about the fate of
Bards :—

““ These things, Ulysses,

The wise Bards also

Behold and sing,

Bui oh, what labour !

O prince, what pain!”’
We wish Mr. Venkateswara Ayyar many long years of peaceful rest and un-
sullied felicity ; and we also assure him that the institution whose destinies
he guided with such unique distinction for nearly one generation will ever
remember with grateful appreciation that *‘méld grave face’’ of his, characteris-
ed by ‘‘a thoughtful sternness” and **a sorrowful pity”’, allits own—true signs,
* in most cases, of real worth and wisdom in a man,

ES E3 ® * e
The poignancy of our regret at the unavoidable parting of Mr, Venkales-

wara Ayyar from our midst is, however, considerably mitigated by the con-
solation that his successor is none other than M. R. Ry. S. K. Subrahmanya
Ayyar Avergai, M. A,, L. T., who, as Senior Professor of the College has already
endeared himself to his .colleagues as well as to his students by the perfect
gentlemandiness of his manners and the pleasing suavity of his disposition, It
is, perhaps, an open secret that behind all the heaithy and progressive aclivi-
ties of the College during the last two decades, the politic and dexterous hand
of Mr. S. K. Subrahmanya Ayyar was very decisively predominant. With his
formal advent now as the Head of this Institution, a new life, it appears, has
been put into all its departments, which may be looked upon as promising
for it, an exceptionally glorious and brilliant future.

it * #* & 2 # ~



The Fundamentals of Human Evolution.

By CAPT. A, R, PUDUVAL;, B. A, MiBU€ M, L. RoC. P ' MuREC 81
(Old Boy)

The object of the present article is not to mystify a subject,
that already presents difficulties in exposition, but to prepare
the reader for a saner conception of the nature of the Evolu-
tion of man, and that strange novelty in his character, which
is called intelligence. The theory of Evolution has been tc our
ancestors, as Prof. Huxley has stated, “a familiar idea, long
before Paul and Tarsus were born’. But it has been a new ad-
dition to European culture and thought, whose beginnings may
be traced to the Biologists of the iatter half of the 19th Century.
It found its best exponents in Darwin, Wallace and others of
the same school, who not only created a new strain of ideas,
- but actually swayed the thoughts of the 1gth Century. A phy-
sical Evolution—as the result of Nature's unbending laws, based
on a merciless doctrine of the survivai of the fittest has been .
the theme of their works ; and that century, ‘‘of matter and
Energy” in which materialist ideas were broadcasted throughout
the world has been aptly called, the most ‘‘Soul-less era” known
to man. At first there was a very strong opposition from the
public to this new theory, which coldly proclaimed man to be
nothing more dignified than the great grandson of an anthropoid.
In course of time, however, people got over the stigma of an
ape-descent, and they got into the habit of speaking of their
cousins in the parlour and theiv ancesiors i the stable, as a mat-
ter of course. It is a well known fact that the theory of Evo-
lution as propounded by the Darwinians had the profoundest
influence on contemporary ideas, and actions of the world. But
it was soon found that the theory failed to explain certain
Psychical aspects in the nature of man in the possession by him
of intelligence—a quality which is but proportionately feebly
exhibited even by his nearest cousins, the anthropoid apes.

It is therefore refreshing to note that even among the
Evolutionists there is a school that gives man a new place in



984 THE MAHARAJA’S COLLEGE MAGAZINE -

the scale of living beings on the ground that he possesses a Psyc/e.
Unless some of the orthodox scientists still wish to persist in
believing that they are merely ‘glorified animals’ we still hold
to the proposition that man is more than matter. At least we be-
lieve most men are. The mechanical negative theory of Evo-
lution has been so beggarly that one of its greatest Exponents,
Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace, Co-discoverer ‘with Darwin of
the principle of natural selection, had to invoke supernatural
aid to account for the Psyche of man. Though we have not
found it necessary to subscribe to this theory, it proves, that such
a great Evolutionist'as Dr. Wallace himself found how futile it
was to try to explain on this theory the greatest triumph
of Evolution.

We are therefore compelled to state that Evolution has
proceeded along two lines, though really they cah be considered
as one.  On the one hand we have Physical Evolution, the mat-
erialist doctrine of the 1gth century which bases its principle
of natural selection on the Physical capacity of organisms to
survive in the struggle for existence ; the variations from a type,
to adapt to surroundings and produce new forms being a mere
matter of accident. . On the other hand we have the other the-
ory of design or purpose in nature based upon the idea that all
living things possess a mind more or less developed, and that in
tke case of man-this development has gone on to an extraordinary
degree, an acquisition, which has enabled him to struggle
through life and gain ultimate ascendency over other living
forms, in spite of great odds against him. Who has not
heard of the great monsters that lived during the years of the
early history of man-—the great cave bears, the mammoths,
mastodons, Ichthyosaurus, Pleosaurus, Dinosaurus and a host of
other gigantic creatures, with not one of whom had man a
chance of putling up a physical fight~—whose brute-strength was
the deciding factor. = These huge skulking creatures, have all
disappeared—and are to-day interesting only.as geological
specimens. . Man has survived them all—and while we do not
hear of any of these monsters Leing gifted with any extra in-
tejligence, man has progressed, and has earned the name of the

- grandest product of Evolution,  But then, you may say, that
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we have clear evidence of intelligence and even of love among
the lower animals, Man, of course, stands, unparalleled, and
we need not absolutely discard our Evolution theory which has
carried us safely from the amoeba to the ape.

The crux of the problem lies in the idea of the materia-
listic Evolutionists that intelligence, even consciousness, appears
only among the vertebrates, and can be seen only among those
that have developed a nervous system. It is as if certain'germ:
cells at random, directed by accident and controlled by natural
selection made the substance which we call the brain. Itisa
most preposterous theory, for we do discern consciousness. and
intelligence among the lower forms of animal and even plant
life. The intelligence is older than any nervous system, rather
it is part of ¢ the original nature of life.”” You find that pur-
poseful thrust even in the amoeba, but you find it at its height
in man. i : ~

In strictly scientific language, life is a physico-chemical
~ process—whatever that might mean, or be made to comprehend.

The amoeba obeys these laws—but so does man. But a close
observer will find that the movements of the amoeba cannot be
explained in terms of physico-chemical laws.  This has been
amply proved in the writings of Maupas & Jennings—and the
latter particularly states that even the lowliest forms of animal
life exhibit ‘‘an effective Psychological activity ” or a_ ‘‘beha-
_viour " in their actions. ¢ They feel, and respond—a notable
- fact in itself—but they do more, so long as they are alive ; they
learn, and choose, and refuse and adapt themselves. They
‘seem to be directed, not by the physico-chemical laws. that
sustain their molecular combination, but by an inner force, that
plays a very important part in the manner how they direct their
‘energies. Plants have been known to do the same, even before
Prof. Bose startled the world, with his new discoveries in plant
life. When Wordsworth said ‘¢ Every flower enjoys the air
it breathes "', it - was _thought to be merely the rapture of a
- poetic fancy.  Now, we know bester. = We find that life and
mind are co-extensive. ‘* Where there is life there is mind "’
And the phenomena of the mind are fundamental, are connected
_and continuous, with the facts of life even in their humbiest
forms. : '
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What then is the motive-force ‘ of Evolution ? 1t is Psychi-
cal,—the impetus of life—that-will-not-be-denied that sweeps
through the dull dense world . It finds expression in various
forms, of which intelligence is one. - It is also invariably con:
nected with other forms, of which love is a strong factor, pre-
sent in the moral nature of man, and ina humbler way, in
many of the lower forms of life. Our latest astronomers tell us,
that although life as we know it, exists only on this earth, there
is no reason why it should not take other forms in other
spheres. Our Sun and Solar system does not form a unique
phenomenon at all, for, ¢ at a million or mililon million points
throughout the disposition of matter which we call the Universe,
something may take material clothing upon itself; show itself as
life.” Man is therefore merely the manifestation on our earth
of that Universe of mind that inter-penetrates the universe of
matter. Where the conditions are favourable, mind becomes
incarnate in matter, and manifests itself as life. = This mind is
essentially psychical, and its growthis based on those factors
that sustain intelligence, love and moralify.

And yet in one sense, they are not only inter-dependent,
but actually one. That love is prior to intelligence, and that
their association is a necessity, not an accident, much less a
misfortune, has been proved by Prof: Drummond, Dr. Suther-
" land, and Prof:- Bergson, aganist the theory of natural selec-
~tion of the orthodox evolutionist. - The fact is, that by the
evolution of love alone, is the evolution of intelligence pos-
sible. - Natural selection says that evolution is only possible in
a brutal struggle in which justice, charity, sympathy, forbear-
ance, pity, and all the other virtues are mere weaknesses—~that
the Neitzcheian doctrine—a doctrine that‘‘ Nature, red in tooth
and claw” is unaffected by these qualities, is indifferent to good
and evil and cares for nothing further than the mamtenance of
selem‘_d species on these merciless iines.

But Darwin himself states that love and pity are products
of evolution, ascending in scale according to brain development
and hence these qualities are no more degenerative than the
. brain is, The factor that distinguishes man from all other
" beings is the development of these qualities to an extraordinary

v -
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degree the possession of an organic morality—as the sole basis
of his ascent to the highest plane.

The case is different in those forms of life that do not poss-
ess a brain—the insects, for example. They possess a faculty
called instinct, which is quite different from intelligence. The
instinct is perfect as far as it goes, but goes no further. But
when we come to those animals that have a brain we find that
there is a morality in the behaviour, best seen in the processes
of reproduction. This process is becoming more and more
complxcated and the difficulty of reproduction, and of rearing
are in increased ratio to the worth of the offspring. When we
come to the mammals,—the animals that rear their young,—the
feeble altruism of the earlier vertebrates expands and finds ex-
pression in that mentality which is solicitous to provide for the
maintenance of the offspring long after it is born. The mam-
malian breast can be called a monument of this altruism. When
we come to man the demands on the care of the progeny are
brought to a climax—thus perpetuating the supreme paradox of
the living world, that the most competent to live are the most
helpless when born, and for long after.

The human baby is the most helpless when born. It needs
all the parental care to make it survive, for without it, it could
not hope to live for twenty-four hours. The baby its=If has no
“ Survival value ’, but there is something in the mother that
entitles it to survive ; something that has descended into her
through generations, which gives the baby its ‘survival value’.
It is called love. Natural selection is no respector of beauty,
holiness or helplessness. It is essentially impersonal, non-moral.
It mercilessly sweeps out what is unfit to live, with not a taint
of moral bias. Its business is to select what is fittest to live
and in man it selects the most moral.

Man therefore is only another product of natural selection,
interpreted in terms of love and morality. These terms are not
the cities of refuge of Weaklmgs as many people imagine. The
history of living orgamsms still ‘teaches us that * Natural
selection selects morality.” . Love as a factor in the world is
older than any creed or church, and will outlast them all,
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because it is intrinsically connected with the very essence of
life. ;

Thus, we are led to disbelieve in the purely material aspects
.of natural selection, and to assert with some confidence that
morality is not a product of man in slavery ‘‘but. rather man is
the highest product of morality.” The law of Nature is; “No
love, no intellect, no morals, no man.” The existence of this
being, man—is rendered possible only by perpetual care—not by
his parents merely but by his guardians; it is not too much to
say, that his ancestors like guardian angels watch over him in
his best days and guide him through life.

The conditions of life of an intelligent species are thus seen
to be different from those of the less gifted in this respect; and
while a weeding out .on ths principle of selection,’ is the law of
nature in the less developed form of organised life, we find that
love, sacrifice and an intense altruism are the directive forces
in the case of man. These are the only things that would guide
the destiny of mankind.  In the famous words of Herbert
Spencer ““A transfigured sentiment of parenthood, which - re-
gards with solicitude not the child and grand-child only, but
the generations to come hereafter, fathers of the future creating
and providing for their remote children.” = Tt is this and not
the egotism that just serves to Jive the life of the hour, '_that
makes man the grandest figure in the scale of evolution. The
moral of all this is obvious. We have tried to demonstrate that
love and intelligence are different aspects of the same thing,
and that life is the fruit of their working. These are inavitable
factors, in evolution, because they serve life. And 'thbugh.this
world is rank with the elements of warand rive with dissensions,
every individual, out of self-interest striving to crest his
neighbour and build his residence on thg tomb of his neighbour,
the ideal of evolution is not a gladiator show, but rather an
Eden; and thoughas Professor  Thomson says, *“‘Competition can
never bie eliminatcd, theiline of progress is no straight line: but
at most an asymptote—it 1smuchfor our pure natural history to
sée no longer struggle, but love as “Creation’s final Law.”

e
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The Eternal Feminine.
By I.. V. RAMASWAMTI AYYAR, M. A., B, L. (0/¢ Boy).

“ Matrimony is a lure into which unwary youths are only
too often hurried! Is not this deadliest of curses the source

of many a social evil amongst the Hindus? For me to think

of marriage now is to mar myself altogether,—and to marry
whom? Ay! there’s the rub! In this degenerate twentieth
century when everywhere woman is trying frantically to unsex
herself, where shall I turn for a proper help-mate,—a true
Saha-dharmini? The good old days when marriage was a
solemn sacrament are no more! And the result? Divorces
innumerable, separations and inevitable heart- burnings! Ah!
woman | where goest thou ? where goest thou ? Into what
labyrinth of destruction art thou led?  Thou hankerest after a
life which is ill-fitted for thee | Thou raisest thy head everywhere!
Neither the modesty that should adorn' thee nor the sweet
refinemeant thou boastest of, prevents thee from encroaching up-
on spheres which by their nature belong to the stronger sex!
They talk of lady doctors, lady principals, lady mayoresses
and,— goodness ie! 1ady lawyers too ! What’s the world com-
ing to? Materialism is casting its tentacles far and wide, and
has very nearly killed our: souls. The cry of education for
women is in the air | But when I chance to see the products
of this much vaunted educatlon within the precincts of my own
,college, a shudde1 possesses me! fro s RN L g

No! No! Ishan't consent to any plan of my parents in re-
gard to my future ! No ‘precipitate step for me now, which
may inveigle me into destrtiction! T know that if T marry in

(1)
S—sh.
,Dom,—.“My friend, you ate suffering from a chronic complaint,
Patientas'] knmv it, but please lower yout voice; she’s in the next room.”
—Boston transcript?
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haste, T shall have to repent at leisure..... But—but—there’s
my mother to reckon with...... ...cuee :

Well, if I ycke myself in wedlock atall, I shall insist on the
choice being left to me, for I am resolved to choose for my
wife, not any of these bespectacled strutting coquettes that my
mother so often talks of, but I shall have only a dark-comple-
xioned ugly-looking illiterate girl! For, I am sure, such a one
alone can be relied on, in these decadent days, to fulfil properly
the duties of a real Saha-dharmini. ~ Accursed be the fair-faced
creatures with their bewitching smiles and enticing charms!
False are they like Delilah, treacherous like the calm waters
that conceal whirlpools, destructive like all-consuming fire !
Yes | the shastras say true! Yes! beware of the fair face which
hides a foul heart! ”

So mused Gangadhar in a Madras students’ mess, sitting
alone on the spacious terrace of the house which overlooked
one of the most beautiful spots near the suburbs of Egmore.
The sky overhead was tinted with crimson and gold refelected
from the sinking sun, and the east was fiery red with masses of
flaming cumuli.. The hum and din of the city was heard a far
off, and the muezzin in a neighbouring place of worship was
shouting out his evening prayers: ‘‘La Illah! Allah-o-Akbar!’
It was just the time for one to fall a-dreaming, and Gangu mused
on in mysogonistic mood ... ...

Gangu was the only son of his rich parents. Through all his
early years had they lavished their tender care and love on him
Much had Gangu’s father, an England-returned Brahmin civi-
lian laboured, in the midst of official worries and cares, to instil
into his son’s impressionable mind all those virtues and eternal
verities of life which would fit him out as an active and worthy
citizen of the land ; but strange to say, Gangu's response to all
this paternal care had taken a rather queer turn, for even in
his boyhood he had developed a quizzical other-worldly outlook
on life, and shown a keen desire to study and follow the sanata-
nic injunctions of the ancient Hindu scriptures. The orthodox
hair-tuft still graced the back portion of Gangu’s head, the
sacred ashes which he religiously smeared over -his face and



THE ETERNAL FEMININE 241

body every morning and evening still had a holy importance for
him, the reading of the scrlptures, the chirping of the lizards,
ausplcwus omens and unholy signs were all full of mystic mean-
ings to Gangu. The civilian father, hatted, booted and panta-
looned, and the fashionable mother, educated and trained at her
husband’s instance, to lead thelife of a civilian Mem, were both
stupefied at this strange development in the mental outlook of
their son., Was it heredlt), now asserting itself after the in-
terval of a generation? Or was ita temporary aberration, a
passing phase which would quxckly disappear ?

Soon after Gangu passed the Intermediate examination, he
was sent over to Madras for further study. The fond parents
who nursed great dreams and hopes abouttheir son, were greatly
disillusioned when, instead of acting as a corrective, Madras
life, contrary to all their expectations, only strengthened and
accentuated the Sanatanaic tastes, of their son. Gangu now
bacame a stauncher adherent to his creed than ever. ‘‘Hark
_back to the Vedic days of yore! Down with the Mammoaish
soul-less civilisation of to-day !"" now became the siogan of Gane
gu’s talk. The surging political life around him in Madras |
disgusted him as frivolous and even mlschlevous Public gather-
ings where burning questions of the day were dxscussed had
no attraction for him. College lecturés interested him but little.
The great Mahatma—the idol of millions of his countrymen-~
he admired, but it was Gangu’s deliberate conviction that even
the Mahatma nodded on occasions, —the Mahatma’s craze for
the rights of the so-called depressed classes, Gangu could bring
himself neither to understand nor to-approve. Mahatma’s views
on celibacy found favour with him so far as they went, but he
thought that the great Indian leader did not go sufficiently far.
Matrimony was a problem on which, as we have seen above,
Gangu had ' faddistic views of his own which he considered it
treasonable for flim to surrender.

Gangu’s parents, disconcerted by this phenomenal oddity
in their son’s views, decided on adopting, ere it was too late, a
sufficiently powerful corrective which would fetch him back
fromthe twentieth century B. C. to the twentieth century A. D.

toe
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A bold step it was that they decided to take,—not very much
in vogue amongst the Indian members of the Heaven-born
service to Vvhlch Gangu's father had the proud honour to belong.
After some consultation, the parenta resolved to provide their
son with an educated wife as eariy as possible. The mother,
as in such cases it usually happens, communicated the decision
to Gangu and earnestly pleaded for his consent to ally himself
with a fair, accomplished and educated grown-up maiden, the
daughter of a fellow-civilian of the father’s, The mother's
letter was for Gangu a bolt from the blue. Tt ereated un-
expected complications and put him on the horns of a dilemma.

His dutiful regard for his parents—one of the cherished tenets.
of his Sanatanaic faith—dictated unquestioning obedience to
them, but his sacred convictions on matrimony he could hardly
consent to immolate even on the altar of filial duty.

After many.days of careful cogitation and soliloquising, he
resolved to adopt a compromise course. e would, out of filial
deference to the parents’ desire, consent to marry, but; being
convinced that his future partner in  life should be one capable
of owing unconditional allegiance to him ever aiter, he would
marry only a dark-complexioned, ugly-looking uneducated girl
who alone, according to his stauach creed, could be trusted to
throw herself entirely at the feet of her lord, without any of the
cheeky pretensions and coquettish charms of fair-faced, foul-
hearted Sirens. When Gangu soon after came home for the
holidays, he opened his heart to his mother and declared all his
cherished convictions to her. The mother, flabbergasted at
thenovel proposal of her son’s wondered if Gangu’s head had not -
been altogether turned by his life in Madras.

When the father heard of the matter, he burst out laughing
and said, ¢ Look here, my dear! Ganguis only m one ‘of
his fits of ‘Sanatanaic ‘ecstasy.. This. w1l1 soon blow over !
Don’t you worry, dear!’”’

The anxious mother wasnot to be so eas1ly consoled She
said: “How dare you be so optimistic?  Already ‘he holds
eccentric views on matrlmony Who knows he may mot with-
draw his consent altogether and begin to smg the praises of
celibacy a few days hence? The sxtuatlon requires handhng at
once. 1 s 2es ase
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Gangu left for Madras in due course after the holidays, A
week after, Gangu received an express message from his father
to the effect _that a girlalter his own heart was available and
that in deference to his mother’s particular anxiety to have the
marriage celebrated without any delay, he should start home .at
once in order to interview the girl and satisfy himself as to her
possession of all those qualities which he deemed most essential
in his future wife. ' ;

-Gangu accordingly came home and the same day he along
with a friend was led to the girl’s house in the evening some
time before nightfall. On reaching the place, he was conducted
to a hall where refreshments had been served for him and his
friend. . As soon as Gangu sat down to partake of the refresh-
ments, a rustle was heard in a corner, and the prospective bride
stood before Gangu. . Indeed a fine sight she was! Fer com-
plexion was inky dark in colour, her nose was flat and curved
downwards to meet the thick up-turned lips, her forehead was
narrow, and the contours of her body, thickly enveloped though
they were in a coarse and [antastic Sari, were anything but in-
viting—curly uncombed hair rebzlliously waved over her head,
and inconveniently long teeth peeped from outthe dark and
grisly face '—One or two maid-servants were standing at the
other end of thé room like statues with their gaze fully fixed
upon this fearfully ugly specimen of womankind. ”

Gangu observed her for a while through the corners of his
eyes, and felt that so far as outward appearance went, she was

-all that he could desire. '

“ What's your name >’ was Gangu’s first query to the girl.

“Heh?.,. Heh?” grunted she, ' Your name?’ repeated
Gangu. - :

“My name? My name is Malati’’ began the giri in a stut-
tering tone whereupon a fierce look (unnoticed by Gangu) from
one of the maid-servants opposite, made her shudder and say,
‘¢ My name is not Malati.... but Jagadamba . :

“Do you read and write? "' was the next question.

“To read and write >—I have not been taught, but.....’
began the girI, but here again one of the maid-servants shot an

3
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arrow-like gaze at the girl who instantly relapsed into discreet
silence. |
Well, Gangu was satisfied. He had now secured a girl of
his own liking, and he was sure she would turn out to be an
ideal wife for him.

“You may go now’’ said Gangu.

“Heh? Heh?’’ brayed the girl.

“You may go!”’ repeated Gangu.

Just at this moment, a twenty-year old maiden tripped
lightly into the room and placed a silver tray containing pan-
supari before Gangu.” A comely maiden was she—this bright
angel that shot before Gangu's view with features and looks
just the reverse of what Gangu demanded in his future wife.
Now, Gangu was not in the habit of observing things for which |
he had or felt he had, an aversion, but in this case he could not
help recognising with a start the bright maiden to be a class-
mate and college-mate of his own; and as she turned round the
corner and dlsappmred he saw her archly smiling and titter-
1ng1 It

The pansupari lay untouched before Gangu as he fell into
a train of meditation: * Supposing I mated myself in indissolu-
ble yoke, with a coquettish creature like this, would there he
any rescue for me? As sure as I am alive now, I shall be con-
signed to perdition. And where would all my convictions be ?
Love at sight? What a delusion! Nonsense! Marriage should
rather foster the religious spirit. It should enable us to lead the
ideal Grihastha’s life!”” To Gangu's resolve-filled mind, these
reflections seemed to give satisfaction and comfort.

Gangu’s friend at this stage reminded him of departure, and
on their way home, he asked Gangu if he approved of the choice
to which Gangu replied a rather absent-minded ** Yes’’, ‘As he
pensively sauntered along homewards, Gangu chanced to meet
a bevy of village maidens returning from the temple-side. Here
was an assortment of various types and varieties of damsels
amongst whom were small delicate beings with intelligent looks
and cheerful manners, modest and meek creatures with re51gnant
visages, daring and mischievous flirts, and, besides, a few posi-
tively repellant faces too. Unconsciously, as it were, Gangu
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began to compare and contrast these types with his own _be,tro.th-
ed Jagadamba and he felt rather startled when the revelation
dawned on him that none amongst them looked so irredeemably
ugly as his own fiancee. To Gangu’s resolve-filled mind such a
thought was a traitorous one to be suppressed at once, and he
reached home with an exultant feeling that he had after all not
comprlomised his precious convictions........

" But yet ...but yet...devil take the traitorous thought that de-
fiantly welled up in his mind!

“Do you approve of our choice, Gangu?’’ asked the anxious
mother when he reached home, ;

4 V¥es” replied Gangu—‘“ Shall we arrange for the ceremo-
ny in a fortnight? " '

“Yes!’’ came the reply.

A certain air of perturbation on Gangu’s countenance did
not escape the mother’s notice. He took no meal that night,
excusing himself on the ground that he had taken a rather heavy
lunch in the girl’s house that afternoon. His enthusiasm for his
ideals had by now shown signs of cooling, and the antithesis
which his future wife presented to the girls that swished past
him from the temple in the evening, had, in spite of resolves and
convictions, not failed to unsettie his peace of mind. “Why" he
reflected, ““a dark complexion would indeed have been tolerable,
if only there were a little decency of look and some gracefulness
of mien about the face!”.....,

The next day Gangu took train to Madras and, on entering
his lodge, he was greeted with a chorus of vociferous exclama.
tions from his lodgemates who had been anxiously looking out
for'his arrival. Witty Panchu, scholarly Shankar, boisterous
Gopal and mischievous Ramu flocked round him, repeatedly
shouting out ““Did you approve? ”, “How was the girl ?”’, “Good"
luck'te- yput™ .. .. -.

“ Yes! Everything is right! " replied Gangu, but the troubled
look on his face clearly belied him.. The lodgemates then
banteringly peppered him with ingenious questions regarding
the appearance, form and behaviour of his fiancee. Gangu’s at.
titude to all their squibs and quips was one of studied silence; a
forced smile alone was playing on his face. '
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“What's her name? At least tell us that!’’ shrieked out
Gopal. “Jagadamba’ replied Gangu. :

“Hal—Ha!.—Ha! Ja-ga-dam-ba—Ha! Hal!" burst out
Gopal laughing, and the others joined in the merriment.

“What on earth makes you laugh, man?” asked scholarly
Shankar trying to preserve his usual air of supreme gravity.

“I don’t laugh at-ali-Hil Hi! Hi! why should I?—Ha! Ha!”
roared Gopal.

“There’s nothing wrong in the name! It’s quite classical
far better than your modern coinings like Malati, Sushila, Leela,
Madanamalini and other poly-syllabled ditties!' rejoined Shank-
ar; but Gangu this time did not enthuse as usual over Shankar’s
scholarship. The cloud of trouble was clearly darkening on his
face.

The marriage ceremony had been arranged to come off a
week hence. Gangu’s mind was by this time all in a whirl.
He alone knew what tortures he felt when he thought of his
future life companion. His lodgemates too did not fail to scent
something of the trouble that was brewing. Often at night when
Gangu sat alone on the terrace in melancholy musing mood, his
friends assembled in groups downstairs and laughed uproariously
over the “topic” of the lodge. Theair unseemly merriment and
hellish clatter only lacerated Gangu’s heart all the more. At
meal-time, the lodgemates roared with laughter as the remark
went round: “Gangu is in the grips of the Goddess of Love
and is suffering from the pangs thereof!!” Dreadful dreams and
nightmares disturbed Gangu’s sleep. ' Once Jagadamba appeared
before him in the form of Kali herself, with fearfully protruding
eyes, thrust-out tongue and with four gigantic arms one of which
held a sword dripping with blood and anothér of which flourish-
ed a broken skullj—and, this broken pate was horribly like
Gangu's own.  Another time he dreamt'that he was roamingin a
trackless forest where he had lost his path and he was being
pursued by an enraged bull with a face very like Jagadamba's
and dressed in fantastic Saris very like Jagadamba herself!

Gangu now thought that he would once and for all be rid of
the whole worry by withdrawing his consent to the idea of
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marriage. He carefully drafted many a letter to this effect but he
tore them all up when he reflected on the ridicule which would
fall to his share, were the matter to become pubiic. © Then he
thought of running away on the day of the ceremony, but he
quickly reminded himself how disgraceful and cowardly such a
course would be. Was he going to be such a coward, after ali?
Were his convictions worth nothing? IHe would not surrender

them so soon! No! . Whatever the future may have in store. for
him, be would await it with calmness and resignation !

When in the midst of these conflicting hopes and doubts he
arrived at his house on the eve of the marriage-day, and came
face to face with the bustle and the din of the marriage-house,
he lost all his vacillation and plucked upa certain amount of
courage.  On the field of battle, he thought, nobody should /Zso4
a coward, ‘however ‘funky’’ one might fee/ So courage!
courage ! courage!

% % * o 8 -

At marriage-time when the bridegroom and the bride met
for the first time, what was the ecstatic surprise of Gangu when
he saw before him not the heroine of all his dreams, not the
fearfui specimen of womankind whom he had seen and talked to
on that fateful day, no! it was not Jagadamba, the darkie, the
flat-nosed, but it was that other—the fair class-mate of his who on
that day had flitted before his vision like a bright shooting-star!

In the bridal chamber, for a while the bride uttered never
a word. Gangu’s mind now filled with a new-born joy was
bursting for utterance.
~ “Why did our parents trick me thus?”" he asked his wife,
inwardly thankful to the gods that he had been tricked, after all.

“Why shouldn’t they?”’ giggled the bride, “‘when you wete
so eccentric? How deliciously funny !’

“Who was she whom I interviewed the other day dressed
up as the bride-to-be?” asked Gangu unable to contain his
curiosity any longer.

“Oh! It was our servant-maid’s girl specially fitted out to
please or..............., weorn.to shock youl!

How funny! How funny !”
* % ¢ % #
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Six y‘ears ‘have now passed by since Gangu’s rnamage
Immedla‘tely aftér the ceremony, the transformation in Gangu’s
outlobk ‘6n life had become complete. In due course he took
his dégree, #nd subsequently passed the Civil Service competi-
tive examination'too. He is now serving the State in one of the
far-away districts of the Northern Circars.

And there has come a time in Gangu’s life when a fair face
is no more a thing of disgust or terror to him, because the fair
face of his life-companion is what sweetens his hard-worked
Civilian life as nothing else can!

(2)

Patient=Dioctor, what I need is something to stir me up—something 1o put
me in fighting trim, ~ Did you put anything like that in the pres-
cription?

Doctor—=No, you will find that in the bili—

—fud g,

(3)
Chemical formulae.

Ba (Na)z—Banana.
C Hao—Sea-water.

(1)
Positive Indication.
Solicitons friend—You sleep well ?
Zhe other—=like a log,
His wife==With a saw going through it.
~Doctor,
(s)
Additions and Subtractions.
Bings—A woman had-triplets, and the next day she had twins.
Bangs—How’s that ?
Bings—One of’em died ! : =
—Medical Pickwick,
(6)
Interesting Experiment.
Presh=—Say, Professor, how lbng could I live without brains ’*
Projfessor=='"That remains to be seen,” ,
~The Guide.
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By G. R. NARAYANA ’\YYA\M,,& S e

So far we have seen only a limited phase of the new deve-
lopmeént. Einstein himself, when he enunciated his Principle
of Relativity in 1905, did not know that he would have to super-
sede it by a more general one a decade and a half later. Up to
this time he did not seriously think of questioning the correct-
ness of Newton's Laws of Motion, though he had begun to criti-
cally examine them.

The direct facts of experience were so much in conson-
ance with the laws enunciated by Newton
Newton’s Laws  that, for the last two hundred years, they
4t Nobon, had been considered to be the last words on
the subject. Butit is to the credit of Newton that he himself recog-
nised that his laws were not perfect. It is well worth quoting
what he says of hisachievements : *‘I don’t know what I may seem
to the world, but as to myself, I seem to have been only as a
boy playing on the sea-shore and diverting myself in, now and
then {finding a smoother pebble or a prettier shell than ordinary
whilst the greatocean of truth lay all undiscovered before
me.s
Newton’s First Law of Motion states that the free motion of
bodies takes place in a straight line, But this was not in conson-
ance with the motion of the heavenly bodies. Newton saw this
and by a brilliant stroke of genius invented the Law of Universal
: gravitation. Before Newton's time, Coper-
His Law of Gra-  pnjcys and Kepler had tried their level best
g to discover the law underlying the motion
of the heavenly bodies. But neither of them grappled with the
problem so comprehensively and energetically as Newton who
alone should be considered as responsible for bringing into shape
such a beautiful conceptxon. According to his law of universal
gravitation, every body in this universe attracts every other body
with a force which varies directly as the product of their masses

and inversely as the square of their distance.
# Continued from the March issue,



950 THE MAHARAJA'S COLLEGE MAGAZINE

But even this law was not found free from objections. Since
the latter half of the 19th century, one serious charge had been
levelled against it and that is its ambiguous nature. The law,
as we have seem, involves the terms “muass”’ and “distance’.
Since Newton's time, these terms have changed their meanings.
Newton’s conception of these was that they were absolute quan-
tities. But the “mass” of a body has been found to change
with its velocity; and the term ‘‘distance’ is purely relative to
an observer. As Prof. Eddington says, are we to take the ob-
server travelling with the sun, or with the other body concerned,
or at rest in the ether, or in some gravitational medium?

Besides these ambiguous features of the law, Newton’s defi-
nition of mass itself was not unobjectionable. He defines the
mass of a body to be the quantity of matter in it, as measured
by the product of its voiume and density. On the other hand,
density is defined as the mass of unit volume. Evidently, as
Dr. Mach observes, the circle is manifest.

Thus Einstein began to feel thatall was not weil with New-
ton’s laws.  He set to work to bring out a consistent system of
Dynamics based on the modern conceptions of mass, space and
time. He now realised that he had introduced a restrictive term
in his first Principle which stated that it was impossible to detect
by any experiment w«»if0rm motion relative to the ether,

All science has developed from stage to stage through the
repeated application of the famous principle
of continuity whose function is always to
standardise all new experiences under old
categories. It was probably this principle which accomplished
so much in the case of Newton and Galileo that led Einstein also
to his new hypothesis. ““He was wont—and this habit appears to
be common to all truly great investigators to adhere as closely
as possible, even in cases presenting altered conditions, to a con-
ception once formed, to preserve the same uniformity in his con
ceptions that nature teaches us to see in her processes.’ g

With the help of his first Principle of Relativity, Einstein
was able to explain all other phenomena except the one of gravi-
tation. He did not like to make gravitational force an exception

The Principle of
Continuity.

-
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to the rule. He felt that it should not find a place as a separate
fundamental concept in his scheme as is the case in Newton’s.

At last in 1920, by a brilliant generalisation, by extending
his first principle to variable motions as
Einstein’s general il he brought gravitation as a derived
s‘;;;c'ple of Relati- it in his scheme. His general principle
' of relativity states that it is impossible by
any experiment todetect any motion, uniform or variable, relative
to the ether. It is not possible to explain the new Law of
Gravitation, obtained from the general Principle, by a mathe-
matical exposition now, as it is expressed by a set of differential
equations; the expressions involved in these equations are as
many as ‘‘twenty functions which are the natural mathematical
generalisation for four variables of the expressions for the
curvature of a surface in two variables .

But it is possible to have a fair conception of the new view

of gravitation. The old idea of attractive

The new view of  forces underlying gravitationis now given up.
asion. The curved paths traced by the heavenly
" bodies are now found to be due to the curvature of the world.
All huge bodies, such as the sun, the earth, etc., have what are
called Gravitational Fields erected round them in the shape of
mounds. In the neighbourhood of these bodies, any extraneous
body possessing a rectilinear motion is compelled to turn round
the base of the mound, resulting in the curved paths, we see
them tracing in Space. [t is an important feature of the new
theory that the *fields’’ in modern science such as magne-
tic fields, gravitational fields, etc., ali belong to the same family.

The above explanation is not complete, since it refers to
mounds in space, whiie the real mounds are those existing in
space-time, in the real world of four dimensions. But this

_explanation shows us how the effect of the curvature of the
mounds may give an illusion of attractive forces. For a more
interesting account of the new view of gravitation, I cannotdo
better than to refer you to the very brilliant suggestive illustration
which contains in itself a historical review, given on pages
95, 96 of the book on * Space, time and gravitation™ by
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Prof: Ecddington who is one ofthe most enthusiastic supporters
of Einstein in England.

1 shall now take up two of the phenomena which were ob-
served to contradict the Newtonian laws and which caused
Einstein to enunciate his new view of gravitation. . We shall
see how far they are in consonance with Einstein’s hypothesis.

A slight deviation from the Newtonian path in the case of
the planet Mercury had been observed for a
long time. This was ‘puzling ' astronomers
for a long time. The deviation related to the
rate of rotation of the orbit of Mercury. This
orbit-may be regarded as an ellipse rotating slowly in its own
plane. The orbit has revolved toe quickly for the old view
of Nature. Its rate is quite consistent with: the new view
brought cut by Einstein’s hypothesis,

Motion of the
orbit of
Mercury.

The second phenomenon was the deflection of star-light
' near the sun. The old view regarding the
path of light is that it is deflected only when -
the light actually encounters matter. Even
then the deflection has no obvious connection with the mass of
the matter. On the other hand, the new view states that light -
must take acourse depending on the distribution of mass in the
universe.

The deflection of
star-light.

In 1911, before he had formed his conception of the general
Principle of Relativity, Einstein working with the Newtonian
Laws, calculated that light grazing on the sun’s edge should
be bent through 0”.83; but the actual deflection observed was
actually double the angle. His later theory gives the deflection
to be 1".74; which is remarkably accurate. The results of
observations made during the total cclipses of tg19 and 1922
are fgund to be strongly confirmatory of his prediction.

It should, however, be noticed that Professor Whitehead
SR e L d'educed Einstein’s exp'ressipn for the
head’s Theory. bending of light rays, without making
_ Einstein’s assumption that space is modified

in the neighbourhood of gravitating matter. Itis interesting
to note, as Dr. Nunn observes that Professor Whitehead's theory . -
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leads to exactly the same predictions, so that experience has
produced, so far, no criterion by which the claims of the rival
theories may be decided. It is only further observation which
should give its verdict deciding their rival claims.

I cannot conclude better than by giving a very short review
of the new development in Modern Science.
Conclusion. ““ The world was based on matter, space
| and time by the Greeks more than 2,000
years ago. The world thus established was modified slowly and
hesitatingly through centuries till Newton made the greatest
change in its history by adding universal gravitation to it.
Gradually the process went on: light, magnetism, electricity,
demanded acknowledgment; atoms and molecules were intro-
duced. Space became associated with matter and the ether
was postulated. Non-Euclidean geometries arose. Electrons
were isolated. Step by step, the world founded on matter,
space and time, was built up and modified until at last the
foundations could sustain it no longer and it fell.”

But do we see at all a world before us? Isit merely a
subjective illusion? The answer is yes and no. Thereisa
world standing before us. But it is not the world which we are
familiar with. To the extent that each one of us sees a world
which is different from what another sees, the external worid,
as we know it, is a subjective illusion. But behind it all there
is the real world, the world of four dimensions, the world of
Events. ‘

What are the distinctive features of this world? The most
important feature here is that there is nothing absolute except
the velocity of light; even this concept of the invariability of
the velocity of light is only a derived concept in Einstein’s
world. Mass, space, and time have no meaning, except in rela-
tion to some specified frame of reference. The velocity of light
is the maximum velocity attainable by a material body. The
postulate of Newton that bodies tend to travel in straight lines
as a basic conception is ruled out of order here; there are
what are called, zatural paths for amaterial particle undisturbed
by external influences in this world. These paths are known
as the world lines of the particles. These are not, in general,
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rectilinear. Lastly, gravitation is not here a fundamental concept;
a gravitational field could be artificially created and space is
found modified in the neighbourhood of a highly gravitating
body. :

Such is this new world which opens up a wild prospect of
new possibilities. = Is this also to totter in the near future? We
cannot say. We can, however, wait and watch.

(7)
She—What makes his hair so wavy ?
He—Water in the brain, I presume !

—T%e Doctor.
(8)
Advice.

70 the thin—Don’t eat fast,”
Zo the fat—Don’t eat.. Fast,

(9)
Tonic,
Charles Reade, the novelist was credited with having named a dog
~Tonic, because it was a mixture of bark, steal and whine,
: v Medical Pickwich,
(10)
One day late.

Professor—(to student habitually late) “When were you born, Jimmie?
Jimmie—QOn the 2nd of April, Sir,
Professor—Late:-again,

(1)
Teacher—Could you use the word cauterize cotrectly in a sentence of your

own?

Student=—=Yes, Sir==+I amsure she'!d be mine if I'cauterize”,



The Late
Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. T. Ganapati Sastri, Ph. D.
BY K, RAMA PISHAROTIL, M, A,, L. T, (0id Boy).

Oriental scholarship has suffered an irreparable loss in the
sad demise of the illustrious scholar, Mahamahopadhyaya Dr,
T. Ganapati Sastri, Ph. D, He has rendered signal services
to the cause of Sanskrit learning and has reared up an ever-
lasting memorial for himself in the splendid volumes of the
Trivandrum Sanskrit Series. These cover a very wide range
of subjects and do themselves afford wonderful proof of
the width and depth of his scholarship. He is further a stand-
ing example of what the genuine type of the Indian Pandit can
accomplish ; for he has not only combined in himself the inten-
sive thoroughness of the indigenous pandit and the comprehen-.
siveness of the modern orientalist, but has marched ahead of the
westerner in the field of oriental research, showing himself to
be as good-as the foreign orientalist in a sphere which the latter -
has for long claimed as a speciality of his. It may be that all
his theories may not stand the test of time, but it is an eloquent
and indubitable testimony to the profundity of his scholarship
that his views have arrested the serious attention of every dis-
tinguished orientalist here and elsewhere. His noble labours
for the cause of oriental learning have not merely been apprecia-
ted by learned societies and scholars in-India and abroad but have
gained recognition in a more public measure. For, the Imperial
Government conferred upon him the highest oriental title in
their gift, the title of Mahamahopadhyaya, and a Continental
University—alas be it noted not am Indian University—has
honoured him with a Doctorate. Thus rich in honours and ripe
in age but richer and riper in learning and wisdom, he continued
at his post until the last moment,.

SMay his soul repose in peace for ever’s



Tennyson and Browning.
P. GANAPATI, Class II.

Tennyson and Browning were great geniuses of the nine-
teenth century. Between the one and the other, however, an
interesting contrast presents itself to us. Both of them were
essentially poets; both of them drew their inspiration from the -
wells of nature; both of them moved together in the same society
of English people; and both of them together witnessed the same
aspects of English life, the same scenes of political strife, and
indeed the same phases of human nature. We are not, however,
surprised to find how these similarities appeal differently to the
public taste, or how the popularity of Tennyson should so far
exceed that of Browning. Critical estimation probably givés
the palm to neither of them decidedly. But the poetry of
- Tennyson has a unique hold on the minds of the English
speaking people, howsoever it may have fallen since the time
when he had sung his “ In :Memoriam,”’ issued his Ode on the
Iron Duke, and celebrated the‘ Order of the Table Round’. The
fact is that though Browning is the more thoughtful poet of the
two and more highly endowed with imagination, Tennyson’s
works command a wider circulation among the masses of people,
than those of the author of *“ The Ring and the Book =i
¢ Paracelsus ”’,of *“ Sordello ” and of ¢ Pauline'’ While
Tennyson's genius resembles a placid, mildly flowing rivulet,
Brownmg s is more like a mountain brook, tumbhng and forc-
ing its way through rocks and stones in the midst of beautiful
natural scenery, inspiring romantic poetm thoughts. No reader
of Tennyson will fail to mark the keynote of his poetry—the
lucid charm of his melody, the transparence and ease of his
sense-echoing strain. The poetry of Browning on the .other
hand is packed with thought and idea, and a rugged charm,
free from the embellishments of alliterative or melodious rhyme,
seems to characterise all his works. It is for the cultured
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thinker that Browning seems to write; his philosophy is .deeper

than the easy sifting of a leisurely hour will permit; his language

more complex for the simple swain to grasp with hisidle brains,

But Tennyson’s easy poetry holds en-chained, the minds of the
peasant and the scholar alike by his sweet delineation of the

moated grange, on the scientific picture of the Aurora Borealis.

Browning however paints in scholarly language the beauty of

Nature’s simplest phenomena —the frost-bound earth, on the dry

leafworn trees of winter,

Although Tennyson surpasses Browning in the excellence
of his language and rhythm, Browning must undoubtedly be
acknowledged to be the greater poet, if regard is paid only to
the representation of thoughts and feelings. Browning is
perhaps the greatest poet who has succeeded in the composition
of dramatic monologue. ‘The Ring and the Book’, his most
comprehensive poem, consists of twelve books, of which tenare
monologues. Browning is unequalled in identilying himself with.
the character he creates, and giving life and soul to it exaetly
as he observes in nature and exactly as he intends it to be. As
he himself said,

I can mount with the bird,
Leaping airily his pyramid of leaves
And twisted boughs of some tall mountain tree,
Or rise cheerfuily springing to the heavens,
Or like a fish, breathe-in the morning air
In the misty sun-warm weather.” :
(Pauline)

As Browning’s poetry is full of thought, so are his analyses
of the human mind profound. Swayed by the influences of the
conflicting religious views of his century, Tennyson exhibits an
oscillation between distrust in the world’s sincerity, and serene
. resignation which is the balm of all true philosophy. ~ But
Browning dived deep into the heart of Nature, analysed her
various aspects, and invariably found the same meaning in her
apparent contradictions. Who more than Browning has made
. us realise “that life which exists with death, that truth and law
which underlies confusion?”’- He clearly indicates to us that
happiness can exist side by side w1th misery, and that light
always illumines gloom,
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“I press God’s lamp
Close to my breast, its splendour
Soon or late will pierce the gloom.”

A serene optimism pervades the whole of his life and work.
There seems to be a spirit of untainted, incorruptible sincerity
in his poetry, probably the effect of the sunny skies under
which h lived and wrote. In all his poems, ‘Pippa Passes,"’
““Paracelsus,’”’ and ““Rabbi Ben Ezra” for example, he denoun-
ces indignantly the life of the pessimist brooding over the cares
of mortal existence and harping on the lot of suffering mankind.
To rise above adversities, to abide by mischances and failures
with unflinching patience, he exhorts us with heart and voice
unfailing. - : :

“Then welcome each rebuff _—
'lh'at turns earth's smoothness rough,
Each sting that bids nor sit nor stand but go!
Be our joys three-parts pain,
Strive and hold cheap the strain,
Leam nor account the pang; dare, never grudge
 the throe,”
(Rabbi Ben Ezra)

Tennyson however was not* an optimist in the sense in
which we call Browning one. His philosophy, it is true, is
sometimes clouded with thoughts of the dark side of human life.
‘Locksley Hall Sixty Years After’ is a portraitof the doubts and
distrust of the conservatism of contemporary times, But the
blaze of the serener and purer thoughts he holds puts into the
shade this cloud of datk distrust, and Tennyson’s philosophy
can by no means be deemed the feelings and reflections of a
misanthrope.  In  “In Memoriam’’ he sways between the
regions of doubtand meditation on the one hand and the serene
heights of cheerful resignation on the. other; and finally comes -
to the' conclusion that ¢ Faith and Love can triumph over
Death in the confident hope of a life beyond, and over doubt by -
the realisation

“That all, as in some piece of art
Is toil co-operant to an end,”
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If we are to regard his ‘Idylls of the King” as an allegory
of life, as it is undoubtedly purposed to be, Tennyson’s belief
in the insincerity of worldly virtue speaks for itself. In it he
sets forth how the treachery of once noble knights like Sir
Lancelot and Sir M dred was in the end turned against
the sacred person of their own liege sovereign, how corruption
and adultery gradually crept into a system of celebrated knights
who had long continued most faithfully and dutifully under
their king, allegorically signifying that no good of any sort is
destined to continué for long uncorrupted. =

The truth is that Tennyson in viewing the world in such a
light only represented the more strongly the tendencies of his
contemp oraries. The earlier part of the nineteenth century was
infected with doubt and distrust; and Tennysonis amply justis
fied in exposing their sentiments and espousing their ideals in a
faithful manner. He portrayed the failings, the misgivings, the
passions and thefaults of the nineteenth century Englishman, He
‘was a poet of the times in its full sense. ““In the great spheres
of human thought, in religion, in morals, in social® life-—his
poems reflect the complex tendencies of his age and surround- .
ings. Not, it may be, the most advanced ideas, not the latest
speculation; not the transient contentions of the hour; but the
hroad results of culture and expzrience upon the poet’s English
contemporaries, The ground of Tennyson's claim to be consi-
dered as a representative of his age is seen in the lines of thought
pursued in some of those more important poems which deal with
the great problems and paramount interests of his times. In
‘Locksley Hall’, the speaker after giving vent to his own tale of
passion and regret, becomes the mouthpiece of the young hopes
and aspirations of the Liberalism of the Victorian era, while in
‘Locksley Hall Sixty Years After’, the doubts and - distrust felt
by the conservatism of modern times find dramatic utterance.
‘The Princess’ deals with a question of lasting interest to so-
Cleby saaise.,

Browning, on the contrary, has no such claim to be called
the representative of the nineteenth century. He was an ana-
chronism, But among the craftsmen of the poetic art, the art in
which he excelled, there is no poet to whom the future appealed
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more than the present, and to whom the visions, the pros-
pects, the tendencies of future England revealed themselves more
truly or more vividly. In his poetry,  Browning strikingly anti-
cipates an age to come, in which the many prophetic ideas which
he has expressed, are happily receiving recognition. This is
perhaps the main reason for the increase of Browning’s populari-
ty of late years; the public of England has accorded to Brown-
ing an eminent rank among the poets of modern England.

There are many reasons whyin his time Tennyson was
considered infinitely superior to any poet of his times.
Browning’s poetry is void of that rhythmical music which per-
vades the whole of Tennyson's verse. Tennyson's sweet
inimitable lyre gave forth charming songs. Moreover Tennyson
gave due honour to the martyrs, heroes and warriors of England.
He has bequeathed to posterity an amazing number of patriotic
poems some of which have been placed in the (ront rank of En-
glish patriotic poetry. The famous Ode on the Duke of Wel-
lington, the ‘Revenge’, that beautiful ballad of the fleet, the
charges of the Light and the Heavy Brigades are patriotic lyrics
that ‘stir the living blood like a trumpet’s call’. Browning, it
seems, was actuated by no such martial spirit of patriotism, and
he has given us, we believe, few such poems glorifying English
arms or the English navy. Nelson and Wellington were to him
heroes no doubt; but from amongst the heroes of war, the heroes
of religion, the heroes of politics, who graced his own native
land, he had no choice whatsoever; and what wasstrange, he
picked out for his theme the unrecognised heroism of Herve
Riel, a pilot-caster on the borders of France, whosaved a French
fleet from destruction !

Such is the contrast between the genius of Tennyson and
the genius of Browning. Tennyson’s poetry charms by its

artistic, delicate beauty, by the choice .of beautiful epithets and

apt expressions, appropriate to the sound and sense, He was a
patriot, a staunch one too; and when we read his poetry, we

think of him as the great representative of the age which adored

him, as the great poet who sang of the national achievements of
his country, as the sweet songster who enchained the hearts of
_the people and held them in an air of charming spell. - But

| ot St dee



ATTACHAMAYAM AND TIRU-ONAM 961

Browning comes to us as the great teacher who wrote of the
beautiful in life, the happiness and the sun-shine of life’s
clouded skies, asthe welcome prophetwho revealed with poetic
instinct the tendencies, the appetites, and the characteristic
features of a future generation, as the unapproachable poet who
soaring on the wings of imagination, gave us welcome poetic
thoughts, though through a medium of language not easily com-
prehensible to the idle and the ignorant, and who refined the
dross of worldly insincerity in the glowing crucible of philo-
sophical reflection, and gave us a golden treasure of original
ideas, well tried in the furnace of deep insight. Thus though
Tennyson is falling a little lower in popular estimation, Brown-
ing is asserting himself in the hearts of a rising generation, who
will accept the great ideals which he expounded faithfully in
life—the ideal of love, beauty and happiness, eternal happiness
to come.

Attachamayam and Tiru-Onam.
By K. A. VARGHESE, B, A. (Q/ Boy).

The origins of these Malabar festivals, like many other
problems of history, are shrouded in'a hazy mist of conflicting
- traditionary accounts. Nobody can, however, gainsay the inter-
‘est that the origin and history of these celebrated ceremonies
must have to the student of research and the citizen of Kerala
alike. :

In days of yore, the present temple at Trikkakara had a
name and fame of its own and was held in great esteem as a
hallowed place of public worship. Its glory and renown over-
flowed the borders of Kerala and many a Hindu devotee flocked
to this far-famed shrine to commune with his creator. Tradi-
tion has it that from time immemorial an u/savom or festival
was regularly conducted in this temple with great pomp and
ceremony to propitiate the deity. Every year the festival and
kindred functions went on in full swing in the month of Chin-
gam for a period of 41 days. During this festival the 10 days
between Attam and Onam in Chingam were reckoned as parti-
cularly important.



262 THE MAHARAJA’S COLLEGE MAGAZINE

A conspicuous feature of this religious festival was that
such Kerala Rajas as those of Cochin, Calicut and Travancore
brought it to a successful termination by their personai pre-
sence at this sacred spot. Though for a good many years
(no one knows how many) this utsavom went on in a right royal
fashion, for sundry obscure reasons, it ceased before long to be
celebrated at all.

The Cochin Raja, whose hearty co-operation had never for
a moment waned, not knowing anything of the unpremeditated
extinction of the festival in question proceeded as usual to the
spot with all the pomp and paraphernalia becoming a royal per-
sonage, but having advanced half-way he was informed of the
discontinuance of the annual utsavom, If we are to put faith in
legends and traditions, itis to perpetuate the memory of this
royal return that the successors of this historic king have since
been celebrating the Attachamayam ceremony. ~

Passing on to Thiru-Onam, which is more properly a feast
than a festival, as there is more of feasting than of festivity in it,
its origin too is equally shrouded in obscurity. Strangely enough
some peoplesin Cochin are disposed fo regard this auspicious
occasion 25 a natural sequel to Attachamayam. A peep into
_—aficient traditions brings to light two or three interesting ac-
counts which are, ‘however widely at variance.

Tradition has it that in bye-gone days, while Maha Bali was.
reigning as monarch of all he surveyed, ancient Kerala had her
halcyon days. During this golden age all were equally happy
and the people spent their time in singing, dancing, feasting,
and revelry. A rival soon arose to Maha'Bali in Vamaua Murthi

who implored Maha Bali to grant him a place of rest. Accord:
ingly a length of three feet of ground was readily conceded.
While Vamana Murthi began to measure with his own feet, he
had to transgress the confines of Kerala to find out the plot of
ground granted to him. Maha Bali was forthwith driven to
the nether world and Vamana installed himself as sovereign
instead. At this critical juncture the vanquished Maha Bali
implored his victor to grant him permission to pay a visit to the
world he loved so much once every year. Permission was accord-
ingly given allowing Maha Bali to pay an annual visit to the
world, his former domain, on the Onam day in Chingam,

N
&

i
h




ATTACHAMAYAM AND TIRU-ONAM 263

As Vamana Murthi desired that at the time of Maha Bali’s
vigit the world should appear in a prosperous condition he
asked his subjects to celgbrate the Onam day with pomp and
festivity and to ook as hale and hearty as possible lest Maha
Bali should think that the world had fallen upon evil days.
Moreover he thought that it was a disgrace to him if the world
had so soon deteriorated in material happiness. Many therefore
even to-day believe that Maha Bali is regularly paying an annual
visit to this world from the nether world during Onam.

Though for obvious reasons this theory does not stand to
reason the legendary belief has taken deep root in the minds of
many in Kerala. Considered from the stand-point of an unbiassed
critic this traditional version however dwindles into a mere
myth. For,if Maha Bali was king of the whole world and not simply
of Kerala why is it that no importance is attached to Onam be-
yond the confines of Malabar? If Maha Bali is visiting the world
why should he be partial to Kerala? Or how is it that no other
country on the face of the ‘globe hails his advent with Onam
Greetings? Still in support of the foregoing explanation it has

to be stated, that if old songs are to be trusted as sources of‘

past history, a couple of lines do declare that Maha Bali arrives
at dawn on the Onam day punctually. Are we not therefore to
put some faith in this semi-mythic tradition?

We shall now pass on to a more modern and historic version.
Long long ago the famous Trikkakara temple was under the
care and patronage of the Rajas of Calicut, Cochin and Tra-
vancote, all of them possessing equal rights in its administrative
affairs. From time out of mind a grand festival followed by
sumptuous feasting and rejoicing was conducted every year in
this temple from the Onam day of Karkatagam to the Onam day
of Chingam. A multiplicity of festivities was pressed into the
last 10 days of this ceremony beginning from the Attam star in
Chingam. For reasons not clearly known these days began to
be treated as particularly important. During these days the
three kings who were the patrons of the temple used to take their
royal residence at Trikkakara. Moreover they ordered their
subjects also to go and take quarters in the neighbourhood of
this temple during the utsavom season.
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If for any unavoidable reasons some could not go to the
sacred shrine it was arranged on their behalf that such people
should adore the Trikkakara Mahadevan in their own ahodes from
Attam in Chingam and observe these as utsavom days,

While things were going on thus, it so happened that the
triple entente broke up all of a sudden. Though the causes of
the rupture are not quite well known the breach soon widened
and developed into a war of gigantic dimensions. Ever since
this memorable rupture the annual utsavom became extinct, It
was therefore settled that people might propitiateithe Trikka-
kara divinily in their own homes with ceremonies and festivities
for 10 days as usual from the Attam star in Chingam. As the
Onamday was the final day—the day of Arrat—it became in
course of time the most conspicuous day of rejoicing.

The explanation offered by those who are of a more rational
frame of mind may also be considered. To the modern rational
Malayalee Onam is a holiday season. Our fore-fathers were
mainly farmers and were constantly engaged either in ploughing
or sowing, weeding or fencing, irrigating or manuring. They
" had but very little rest. Their work was to a large extent phy-
sical and consequently rest and recreation would be highly re-
lished by them. The month of Chingam was the most appro-
priate season for such enjoyment.. It would generally be free
from rain, wind and hail. The harvest would be over and it
would be a period of plenty. The granaries would be over-flow-
ing. There was the refulgent Onam moon smiling upon the face
of the earth. Our ancestors therefore selected this time as most
appropriate for purposes of feasting and merry making, Hence
we have many of our national games and amusements such as
our native ball, clap-hands (9»8e&:5l2ea1) and Kolattam (seoo
#81), Iiis no wonder then that a sumptuous and hearty feast
crowns all popular amusements, This is the view held by the
modern rationalist of Kerala. :




Reviews and Notices of Books.

‘Life of Narayana Marar’ by Mr. K, Achyuta Marar,-B. A,
B. L., Chief Court Vakil, Trichur.

Mr. Narayana Marar is a great and fragrant memory.  And:Cochin
would do well to always regard his example as an undying, enduring possession.
As a students master and judicial officer he shone far above his fellows.  His
scholastic career was so steady and normal that he was a favourite of Mr.
Sealy: of Mr. Barrow and of Mr. Edmund Thompson. After Matriculating
from the Ernakulam High School, he went forhis F. A. studies to the Provineial
Oollege at Calicuts and for his B- A. to the Presidency College. All his life he
vemained an ideal student, and he felt sad indeed when, towards the close of
his earbhly course sickness and the cares of the Chief Minister's Office lef6 him
no time to dip into his well-thumbed Tennyson: :

After graduation, he joined the Kerala Vidya Sala as ifs first Assistanb
master.  He took his vocation seriously, and in the class room and on the
play-ground, he soon became the idol of his students.  He never spared him-
self to make his pupils noble and great-  He would produce sparks even from
dullards-

Ho tried each arh, reproved each dull delay
Allured to brighter worlds and led the way-

While there: he passed his B. [i. and joined the Bar.  As a Vakil his
rise though slow was sure ; for his industry and intelligence made up for his
innate shyness and his lack of the advertising verbosity: = *‘He was impressive
without the empty pomp of words’’. - Soon affier he entered the Cochin serviee
as & Distriet Judge and soon became an ornament of the final appellate bench
of the States To him law never eonnoted the parby or the pleader, but reason-
the best he could discover in his days. = He also fally realised that it bad to do
with a vital aspect of human and national history. = His judgments are marvels
of brevity and clearness and are remarkable for the Jucid exposition of the
principle on which they are based.

His refined and amiable manners, his high virbues and many-sided fal-
* ents won for him the place of a popular hero in Cochin. No evil word or deed
dared to show itself in his presence Though he was so great yet he was so easy
to get at-

“A man of amplest influences
The greatest, yet with the least pretence.”

There was a magnetic quality about him. A loving look: a moving word
and a helping hand compelled willing obedience even from those who tried not
to admire him and increased the number of those who adored him.
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It ig the life of such a man that is told in the book. We wish the
biographer had given us move of the person and adopted a style that would
have lent itself more to the writing of a life. ~ The book deserves to be in the
hands of every Cochinite« .

T. K. KRISHNA MENON.

—

MALAYALAM.
MEM@BEMDAID,

(A Translation of Sir Robert Stawell Ball’s Star-Land-—
by Mrs. M. Viswanath—Price Re. 1—8—o0. Copies can be
had of Mr. M. Viswanath, Scylla Bangalow, Calicnt.)

The cry has, of late, been often re.iterated with great vehemence from
Press and Platform that the Malayalam language, as it . stands to.day, is
quite inadequate, owing chiefly ts the poverty of its vocabulary, for pur-
poses of imparting instruction in Scientific and Technical Subjects, It has,
on the other side, been argued, in equally persistent and vehemanf tones,
that the output of good Scientific and Technical works in any language
would depend largely on the popular demand for such works, and that th:
deficiencies in its vocabulary could be made up only by giving the langﬁa;a
its due place in the educational scheme of the country. Thanks to the
general awakening of the national conscience, in recent times, patriotic scho-
lars and educationists in all parts of India have earnestly set aliout the
Jaudable (if a bit arduous) task of developing the Vernaculars of the respac-
tive Provinces. The idea of making the Vernaculars the media of instruction
in educational institutions up to the Collegiate course has now mat with
general approval at the hands of experts; and in our own Presidency, the
good old system of making the study of a Vernacular or Classical language
compulsory in the College classes has also been now revived, During such a
transitional period as the present, any addition to our poor Scientific and
Technical literature would naturally be welcomed with open haods by all lovers
of Malayalam. When the history of this particular branch of Malayalam
Prose comses to be written in due time, the position of ¢ pioncer will, no
doubt, be assigned therein to Mr, 'I', K, Krishna Menon of Ernakulam, at
whose instance several Scientific books of an elementary and popular charac-
ter have been translated into simple Malayalam by those who could be maved by
his persuasive exhortationson behalf of the mother-tongue. The book before us,

* as the translator herself acknowledges in the Preface, is an outcome of Mr,
Krishna Menon’s endeavours in this direction.

The original of m &&@ esmualo is Sir Robert Stawell Ball’s English book
entitled *“Star-Land’’, which is said to have taken shape from two courses of
popular lectures delivered by him under the auspices of the Royal Institution
of Great Britain during Christmas tide in 1881 and in 1887. It contains six
chapters dealing respectively with the Sun, the Moon, the Inner Plancts, the
Giant Planets, Comets and Shoéting Stars, and Stars—ihe concluding chapter
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““How to name the stars’” being left out in the Malayalam version. None-
but a great expert of the calibre of Sir Robert Ball could have ever succeeded
in treating in so easy, elegant and fascinating a form such an abstruse and
heavy subject as the nature, origin, and inter.relationship of the innumerable
bodies that abound in space, and the “magnificence of that scheme in the
heavens of which we form a part.”” The book is a store-house of instruction
to the young and the old alike who are interested in an appreciative study of
the wonders of ‘‘the stariy firmament.’’ 5

The fucid language employed by Mrs. M. Viswanath in her faithful
remdering of Sir Robert Ball’s lectures is marked throughout by a grace and
charm of its own, which make the perusal of her work rather a pleasant relax.
ation than a tedious task, Her vocabulary is simple, correct and chaste, and
she must evidently have taken great pains over her Malayalam equivalents of
the technical terms which, under the circumstances, appear to us to be such
as are hardly capable of being improved upon. The book is printed attract-
ively on fine feather-weight paper and the execution and get up satisfy all
reasonable aesthetic demands. Such delightful correspondence between
beauty of external appearance and real intrinsic worth is, we may be permit-
ted to add, a rare phenomenon in the case of Malayalam publications. We
have much pleasure in commending the book 1o the notice of the Educational
authorities, and we wish Mrs, Viswanath’s literary enterprise the fuil measure.

of popular encouragement that it truly deserves. :
P, SANKARAN NAMBIYAR.

College Notes.

e e

In addition to the senior B. A. class with all the Groups of thelast year,
a new group, Chemistry, for which affiliation had already been obtained, has
been opened withthe commencement of the bresent academic year. The Staff
of the last year (vide pp. 332-333 of Vol. VII, No. 4 of this Magazine)
however, practically continues with a few alterations and additions: :

Mr. V. R, Venkateswara Ayyar, M, A, L. T., has retired from  Seryice,
and his place as Principal has been taken by the Senior Professor Mr,
San Subrahmanya Ayyar, M, A,, L. T. (Physics), while Messrs, T, K. San-
kara Menon M. A, (Hons.) and P. Sankaran Nambiyar, M. A. (Hons,) have
been made Professors of English, Mr, K. J. Augustine, B A, (Hons.), Tutor in
English, who was under Training, has, on his return, been given a lift as
Asst, Professor. The Physics Section secures the efficient services-of Mr.
P. R. Subbarama Ayyar, M. A, (Hons.) of the High School Department to da
the duties of a Demonstrator; while Mr, A. R. Subrahmanya Ayyar B. A,
(Sometime Chemistry Demons(rator in the Ernakulam College), has come
back to our midst after a successful career of four years in the Calicut Christ=
ian College as Lecturer in Chemistry. The History Staff has been strengthened
by the appointment of an additional Tutor in the person of Mr, K. R, Rama-
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Ayyar, M. A. (Hons.), who has acted on a previous occasion in the same
capacity, In the vacancy caused by the retirement of Professor N. A, Para-
meswara Ayyar, B. A., L. T., Mr. K, Narayana Menon, B. A., a First Class
Graduate in Philosophy, with a good many years’ experience to his credit has
been appointed Tutor in Logic, Mr, Narayana Menon was formerly the
L. P, 4, (Principal’s Pérsonal Assistant) in this College itself, which he left
in quest of * fresh fields and pastures new’’, He has now rejoined us after
having gained considerable experience as Lecturer in Losic and English in
the Tellichery and Trichur Colleges.

We offer our cordial grectings to these ‘* New Members’’' of our staff, all
of whom, we are giad to note, are “Old Boys” of this College.

s £ ¥ * 45

" We have to add a word in this connection by way of Farewell to Mr.
N. A. Parameswara Ayyar, who has almost all along been a member of our
Magazine Committee and who is now on the eve of settling down in quiet re-
tirement after a strenuous career of about 30 years in the Educational Servica
of the State. He has in the various capacities of Head Master, Logic Lecturer,
English Jecturer, etc., etc, been closely connected with ourCollege and has been
brought into contact with successive batches of students for a period of about
one full generation, Indelibleindeed is the impression which he has left in tha
minds of all of them who, we dare say, will ever reserve a warm corner of their:
hearts for edifying recollections of his rare personality. In appreciation of
the services rendered by him to the cause of the Student-population of the
State, so long and so laboriously, the “*Old Boys’ of Mr. N. A, P, headed
by Professor P. S, Ramakrishna Ayyar, M. A., L. T., have mustered strong and
taken mesasures to commemorate his connection with the Collegz **in an ad-
“equate manner”’. We shall have occasion to say more of their noble endea
vours and their practical outcome in due course. Meanwhije we bid Mr,
Parameswara Ayyar a hearty GOOD-BYE and wish him many happy years
of quiet retired life!
THE EDI, 0

- Hindu Hostel Notes.

1

Our hostel has, consistently with its traditions witnessed many a creditable success i
the recent Intermediate examination. We wish all glory and joy to our out-going .brethren !
* * e

This year our hostel .is full-almost to overflowing., Though the authorities were
willing to limit the accommodation to 72 the enthusiasm of the boarders themselves to take
in as many mere as po:sible has resulted 1" the admission'of y2 in all. Thanks to the un-
interrupted esprit dz corps that still exists among us oar ‘little republic’ nevertheless, con-
tinues. to thrive as happily as ever.

% % ST *

Owing to heavy monsoons, this is a dull season for ganies and other outdoor activi
t;es, and our spottsmen are haying a rather rusty time of it ; but’ whenever by Nature's freak
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a few moments of fine wsather beam through the dismal and iccessant down-pour cof
rains, our ‘sporting kids’ rush out of their rooms and begin to caper frolic and frisk about
with their characteristic avidity, The spirit of our badminton players, however, are some-
what damped by the fact that we have been deprived of one of our last year’s splendid
courts in order to make way for the newly installed Demon- Dynamo.

* o * %*

Nor are we any the worse off for want of our * Orphean delectations . We have
among us an obliging band of promising musicians who with their *‘ linked sweetness long
drawn out”’ soothe the ear of the peusive Eve and impart a new zest {o the assiduous portion
of our daily routine.

* 3* * £

We are, indee, sorry to part with our ex-warden, who has been associated with us
in weal and woe through many a long year. We demonstrated to the best of our abilitizs
our love, respect; and gratitade to him in a hearty send-off which we gave bim onthe 4th
of July, A tea partly for the members of the College staff as well as fzr the boarders being
over, the mecting proper commenced at § p. m. under the presidentship of M R. Ry. P.
Narayana Menoa Avl,, M, A., B, L., the acting Chief Judge. A representative gathering
consisting of many of the prominent citizens of the town honouared us with their gracious
presence on the occasion, In spite of the bad weather most of our well-wishers had
cheerfully respcnded to our invitation. Aa address was pressnted to the retiring
warden which he cheerfully accepted, and in a neat little speech by way of
reply to the address the experienced old gwri exhorted us to keep up the
ancient traditions of the hostel untarnished. He particularly reminded us3 of a few of the
slowing episodes in the hostel—life of our predecessors—how on one occasion when Infla-
enza struck down nearly three-fourths of the total number of boarders, the others ungrudg:
ingly nursed and ministered unto their needs ; how, during the period of the Great War,
when the bars necessaries of life could not be procured in time and in sufficient quantities
the inmates of the hostel cheerfully put up with all the difficulties ; how, at the time of
the last flood. they readered an admirable deal of true Scout-service to the victims of its
havoc, After garlanding and vote of thanks the function came to & close at 6-30p. m. In
spite of the fact that we had enly a very short time ahead of us, the function went off very
successfully, thanks to the endeavours of our able Secretary Mr. P. S, Subrahmanyam,
and the heatty co-operation of every one of his fellow-boarders.

We extend our cordial welcome to our hew warden Mr, S. K. Subrahmanya Ayyat:
who, hawever, is by no means a stranger to us. Even during his short regime of one year
as our Warden (1922-23) he won the hearts of one and all by the sincere solicitude he
evinced for our welfare and progress, We eagerly look forward to a new era of continued
peace, progress and prosperity for our hastel under his fostering care and wise guidance.

‘We shall be failing in our duty if we do not in this connection express our sincere
_gratitude and devotion to our justly popular Superintendent as well,

: G. SATAGOPACHARI—~CLASS 1V,
I

The inaugural meeting of our Literary Association was held on Sunday the 18th
instant at 4-36 p. m. in the hostel hall,  We were fortunate in securing the services of
Captain A, R. Puduval as the speaker of the day,

The discourse was a teally eéntertaining and edifying one, full of  sound pieces of
advice coming from a heart which throbbed with genuine sympathy for the student popu.
lation. The topic being the general need of young men, all minds were tuned in unison
to the subject. From beginning to end the.audience was held in a state of mute admiration
and appreciation and when the discourse ended our only disappointment was that it did not
last longer, ‘



970 THE MAHARAJA’S COLLEGE MAGAZINE

Mr. Puduval began by saying that his idea was to try to inaugurate a new faith in the
hostel. He was of opinion that the Government was maintaining this hostel not with the
sole idea of providing convenient boarding for students. There was another and a higher
idea underlying it, The hostel was the place where the future citizens were to be
moulded. ;

“ The essential requisite of a citizen is health, Considered from this point of
view the situation of the hostel is excellent. Is it not then a conscious sin on our part
if we make a shattering sacrifice of our physical strength for an apparent acquisition of
knowledge?  The utility of the knowledge we acquire in Colleges is extremely limited.
What little we learn, we forget immediately after the examination. The chief aim of our
education is to develop the brain, part by part, so that when we launch into the world we
may be in a fit condition to di§charge our duty,”” The speaker was emphatically against
the consumption of widnight cil. Young men ought not to come out of the portals of the
university with sunken eyes and wrinkled brows “a shattered wreck in limb and body.”’

With proper care it is extremely easy to maintain perfect health. He recommends,
generally, average work and moderate exercise. Tobacco is not to be used in any form

whatever. In a hostel, however, extreme care should be taken to maintain the body and

the surroundings in perfect cleanliness. These along with the free air and- failing sun-
light would maintain any constitution intact in the absence of vicious habits,

The consideration of health led him to a classification of the students in a hostel,
He clas:ified them as the book-worms; the busy, the moody and the morose, The condi-
tion of the book-worms is too deep even for pity. The busy people are not certainly to
be encouraged in their “‘dog in the manger policy.”  Their case is, however, far better
than that of the former. ~Moody people are generally dull. A shy solitary life is not

advisable. Such men can never be of any real use to the world, They may scheme much

but perform little.

These angularifies are all to be mended in the hostel. During one’s usual rounds
one has ample scope to give and receive worldly knowledge. The boarders must cons
sider thumselves as the members of a happy united family. Draw-backs must be agxeéably
corrected. The cultivation of a taste for something is highly essential for success in life,
He concluded this aspect by once more emphasising the fact tha: none of the world’s
greatest men were ever the products of a university.

The habit of sueaking and tale bearing is particularly to be guarded ‘against, If
one persists in it, the remedy is not far off. The sneak is alone against an armed multis
tude. A sneak only degrades his own sense of honour and self respect,

Lastly he touched upon the teadency of young mea te form opinions,  The opmirm

of eighteen is sure to be changed at thirty-six. - The-constitution of the human brain

such that if an impression falls on it forcibly in the younger stages it would be impossible.

to remove it afterwards, The same impression continuously faliing on the outer conscious
brain gradually ‘drifts to the lower sub-conscious brain the workings of which are beyond
human eontrol. - When the. pasty brain matter hardens, it makes the flight of an opinion
impossible.”’

* * % % % o

To us this occasion was a god-send. It may be the ideas are stale by repetition:
but the impression created in us was one of rare achievement. We assure the Doctor
that he has planted a new faith in the hostel. The way in- which he enlivened the dis-
course by his own personal experiences as a student and as a medical man was admirably
telling.

He * % * %

After this the lecturer was garlanded and the meeting chspensed with an expression
of heart-felt thanks for our ‘Elder brother.” In our hew sprung enthusiasm we tequested
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him to give as such occasional discourses, To our exireme joy and gratification, he
kindly consented to do so,
s £3 e # ®
When we think about the meeting we are really at a loss to know whether we are
to thank our own good fortune for having obtained him as the speaker or that well-wish-
er of ours who suggested him, After a long deliberation we have come to this happy
conclusion, We divide our thanks equally between the lecturer of the day and that

kind gentle-man.
" A, ANANTARAMAN—CLASS IV,

The Christian Hos_te’l Notes.

It was in {he first numbeér of the present volume of the Magaziné that we pablished
an account of our hostel and our I'fe here. We may therefore have a long story to tell.

At the outset we bave Lo express our regret at the retirement of Mr. V. R. Venkates
wara Avyar, our ex-Warden. We take this opportunity to express our gratitude to him
for the valuable help and guidance which he has given to us.

We are glad to state that this ycar the strength of our hostel has greatly increas-
ed: we are now twenty-five in number. There is no exaggeration in saying that we are a
set of jolly, vivacious and enthusiastic young men and that there exist a hearty co-opera-
tion and a Fealthy spitit cf emulation emcngus. All the members are actuated by
noble impulses, and our attention is directed to more fields of activity than one.

Our Literary Union was working steadily and systematically during the last academic
year, and all the niembers used fo take a keen interest in it. This year we have not as
yet held any meéting except a business session. We have elected Mr. Thomas Cherian as
the Secretary and we are sure he will prove equal to the task. 'We hope to gonduct the
inaugural meeting of our- Association not later than this week. Our planis to kold cne
ordinary meeting every week, and special meetings and debates whenever conveniernt,
Occasionally we may alsc invite competent men from outside; as we used to do last year,
who, we hope, will enlighten us with their learned speeches.

There is a smali library attached to our tostel, which is just being replenished
with fresh con:ignments. It has, however. yet to be improved considerably. We also
get down one of the leading English news-papers.

Nor-aré we in any way backward in our physizal activities.  In this connection we
may observe that it is our singnlar good fortune to have in our midst two distingished
members of the Univérsity training carpse, Mr. P. J. Verghese and Mr. P. L. Cleetus; and
it is specially noteworthy that Mr. Verghése was a Sergeant. We have a badminton court;
and our beloved Warden has promised to provide us with Vellev Ball also; The infroduc-
tion of a parallel bar is yet to become a fait accompli. ~ Occasionally we go out a-hoating,
and we also have our periodical excursions.  When the weather does not permit us to stir
out, some of us spend our evenings in in-aoor games like ping pong.

Sportsmen like Mr. P. P. Poulose, musicians like Messrs. M. A. Matthai and K. J.
Varunni, and artists like Mr. T. M. Jacob enliven our life in the hostel.

But we have also musicians of another class. The nocturnal visitations of the winged
choir that thiong round ouar beds, are quite regalar But being uninvited, they are un-
welcome visitors, and few relish their song especially because the musicians have to be
paid in blood.

Last year we had liid out a fine garden in front of our hostel. But, thanks to
the indifference and laziness of our gardenér, it has now lost its pristine grandeur,
Befere concluding; we express our sincere and hearty thanks to our besloved Warden for
his paternal care and solicitude for our interests.
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The Literary Unions, :

(By the Secretaries).

At a meeting of the students of classes I, II, ITT & IV held on July 1, 1926, under
the presidency of Mr. T. K. Sankara Menon, M. A. (Hons)., the following office-beavers
were elected for the current academic year.

I. B. A. Section.
President—The Principal—ZEx-o/ficio. :
Vice-Prestdent—Mr, P. Sankaran Nambiyar, M. A. (Hons).
Secretary—Mr. M, C, Chummar.
Comnndtee Menibers. -
1, I. D, Chakko 3. A. Chandrahasan
2. G. K. Sundara Sastri - 4. P, Sivaraman Nayar o
II. Intermediate Section,
Presidert—The Principal— ZEx-officio
Vice-President—Mr. P. Sankaran Nambiyar, M, A, (Hons).
Secretary—Mr. V. Krishnankutti Menon

Commitice Membeis,

1. V. Raman Menon 2. M. Balak-ishna Menon
2. C. Kitturni Menon - 4. K. S. Manikka Ayyar
* * * % %

A special meeting of the Managing Committees of the Literary Unions was held at

4—710 p. m. on Monday, 12th July 1926 under the presidency of our Vice-President, and the
tollowing resclutions were unanimously passed;-—

I. That Meec*ings be generally held in the following order.—

B. A. Section—Tuesday o =
Intermediate Section—Thursday} DEtwsel S,Qnd L

Ladies—Monday
IT. The different types of meetings to be held be as follows:—
1 Inaugural, ;
2. Ordinary —A list of suitable subjects for essays will be put up on the notize

boatd, itviting essays and announcing prizes for the best productions. = The date before
which the essays are to be,submi\tted shail be the gth'of August. From among the essays

thus received those to be read out at the ordinary meetings will be selected R ¥ P
Members (other than the Essayist) should not speak for more than 10 minutes unless with

the special permission of the Chairman,

3. Extra-ordinary Mecetirgs may be held whenever distinguished speakers are
available.

4. Special Meetings are to be held after November, at which a series of lectures
will be delivered by competent men.

5. Two Parliamentary Meetings for each section may le held in the course of
the year, preferably one during each term.

6. The Anniversary Meeting may be held abour the middle of January.
IT1. The other activities of the Unicns shall include
fa) Competitions to be held in Zlocution and Extempore speaking.
(b) -Staging of dramatic pieces in Malayalam and in English.
Prizes will be awarded for the best performances in (a) and (b)),
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IV. (a) A treasurer shall be elected from among the managing committee members
for each section, and it shall be the duty of the treasurers to keep a detailed account of the
income and expenses of their respective ‘Unions’,

(b) The following be elected treasurers for the respective Unions;
G. K. Sundara Sastri— B. A, Section.
M, Balakrishna Menon — Intermediate Section,
V. The birthday of H, H. the Maharaja of Cochin be celebrated by the Unions
in a fitting manner, :
* % ] #* * LH) e
The inaugaral address of the Maharaja’s College Literary Unions was delivered
on Satarday, z4th July 1926 in the College Hall at about 5—30 P. M. by Swami Suvi-
charananda of Calicut. Though the evening was rainy and chill, the hall was crowded. The :
day’s deliberations commenced with a welcome speech by our Vice-President, Mr. P, San-
karan Nambiyar, after which the Swamiji delivered his instructive, inspiring and interesting
lecture on ‘Social Service’. The audience felt enraptured with the Swamiji's mild, yet
invigorating speech which lasted for an hour and a half. At the end of the lecture, a few
songs were sung by two of our students, Mahadeva Ayyar and V. K. Parameswaran
Pillai. The meeting came to a close at 7 P. M. with the usual vote of thanks and cheers,
Our sincere thanks are due to the Swamiji who readily and willingly came ovsr here from
Calicut and inspired us with his serene presence and thoughtful speech. We are indebted
alike to all those who helped us to make the function the success that it was,

Messrs, VENKATESWARA AYYAR & PARAMESWARA
; AYYAR MEMORIAL FUNDS,

(An appeal).

Mr. P. S. Ramakrishna Ayyar, M. A., L. T., President, the Memorial
Committee, sends us the following for publication :—

We beg to Lring to your notice that Messrs, V. R. Venkateswara Ayyar, M; A.,
L. T. (Principal of our College) and N. A. Parameswara Ayyar, B. (A, L. T., (Professor
of Logic) recently retired from the Educational Sarvice of the State.

Mr. Venkateswara Ayyar was connected with the Frnakulam College for a long
period cf well-nigh 19 years—firstly, as Senior Lecturer and secondly, as Principal. It is
well-known that as Principal, he presided over the destinies of the College with conspicu-
ous tact, sagacity and ability and that the period of his administration was signalised by
many improvements in the College and its steady progress in manifold _directions. The
illustrious traditions of the College were not merely maintained untarnished by him but
have been handed on to his successor with even added lustre. The recent elevation of the
Collegé to the status of a First Grade College, for which he laboured not a little, will ever
be remembered as the crowning event of his administration. His work and worth received
special recognition at the hands of the Government who were pleased to grant him a
year's extension of service so that he might have an opportunity to put the new College
into order and retire with even enhanced prestige, as the first Indian Prin?ipal of the

Maharaja's College,
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Mr: Parameswata Ayyar’s conmection with the Collegz “extends for even a longer
period that is, for a period of nearly 30 years.. Hehds to his cfedit an admitable record
of work as Lecturer in Fnglish and in Logic which, in combination with his noble traits-
of character, has secured for him an abiding place in the hearts of all his students —past
and present. :

Now that these revered old teachers have fetiréd;it is only in the fitness of
things that they should be duly honoured and ﬂxat their long connection with the Loileee
be commemorated in an adequate manner.

At arecent meeting of the “‘Send-off and Memoria! Committee” it was resolved
that besides Farewell addresses being presented to them, their bromide enlargements be put
up in the College and that according to funds, scholarships or prizes be institated in the
College to perpetuale their memory. s

.An appeal is now made to zll their past stidents; many 5f Whom aré known t&
occupy distinguished positions in life, to contribute liberally to the Fands and thus help
the Committee in realising their objects, It is sincerely hoped that the appeal will meet
with a prompt and cheerful response.

All femiftances may be made to Mr. T. C. Sankara Menon. B. A. {Cantab) of
the Maharaja’s Collége, Ernakulam, who has Kindly consented to act as Secretary and
Treasurer., : 3 At :

Our Games Club.

The following Oifice-bearers Have been elected for the year (—

President—The Principal—Fx -officis,
Secretary—Mr. R. Gopala Ayyar, M. A,, L. T.
General Captain—M., Parameswaran Pillai—(Class III).

Foot-ball—XK. Madhava Menon Do.
Tennis—C, Unnikrishna Menon Do.
“olley Bail—A. Kuttan Menon Do.

Badmintorn—M. Balakrishna Ménon ~ (Class I).
Committce Members, : 3

1. P.S. Krishna Murty CEN= AT P Verghese .(II)
2. T, Madhava Menon (II1) ' 4. R, Padmanabha Menor (1) .

*

I



BUSINESS NOTES 275 -
e bmn - Business NQtes

The Maharaja’s College Maganne Permanent Fund
(Zerms of Life-membership).

1. A sympathiser or an old student of the College will be eligible to
become a Life-Member.

2. Each Life Member will pay a subscription of Rs, 25 only,in advance:
or in instalments within a year.

3. Each Member will receive the issue of the Magazine free of cost and
postage, :

4. Each Member will be given a Life-Membership Certmcate on pay-
ment of the full subscription of Rs, 23,

5. In the event of discontinuance of the Magazing, the amount avail-
able will be devoted to such College purposes as will be decided upon at a
meeting of ithe Life-Members and the College Magazine Committee,

% * * # *
The Secretary bezs to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of the
following subscriptions:—

Rs. A, P, : Rs., A. P,
1 Mr, P, Narayanan Kutty -
Menon 1 8 o 13 Mr. G. A. Srinivasan 2 00
2 ,, K. Koshi 209 14 ,, K. V. Krishna Ayyar 2z o o
3 ,, Imam Barksh 1 8o 15 Miss K. J. Clara 2 00
4 Head Mistress, V. J.G. H.
S., Trichur (for 6 copies) 12 o o 16 Mr. P. Krishna Menon 200
5 Mr, M. I. Varkki 200 17 ,, P. Ramunni Menon 200
6 ,, C.S. Gopala Panikkar 4 o o 18 ,, P. Narayana Menon 200
# Miss T, Bharati 2 180 19 ,, K. Rama Menon 2 00
8 ,, C Kalliyanikutti 180 20 ,, R.P. Venkatakrishna
9 ,, A Devaki 18o Ayyarz2 o o
10 Mr. K, Rama Varma 21 ,, P. Damodara Menon 2z o o
: Tirupad 1 8 0. -2 ;v PoE;Vargghese 200
11 ,, K. Rama VarmaRaja 2 o o 23 ,, Chakkyat Narayana
12 Secretary, P. L. R. R., Menon 2 o o

Trichur 2 o o: 24 ,, M.A. Ananta Ayyar 2 0 o

Such of the subscribers as have not yet paid up their subscriptions
are requested to do so without any further delay.

% * % e
Permanent Fund on 20th July 1926.
Fully paid up subscriptions Rs, 3,100 o o
Instalment subscriptions RS, 56003050

Total Rs. 3,269 o o

This sum along with ordinary subscriptions, totalling Rs. 4,903 has
been invested in the Government Servants’ Co-operative Society, Ernakulam,

T, C. SANKARA MENON,
Secretary,
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The Maharaja’s College Magazine Committee Accounts,

Balance Sheet for the year 1924—25,

Items, Dr. g=ar
RIS asy bs: Rs. as. ps.
+1 - Opening balance, 0 '
(i) By investment 4,280 Sin* o
(ii) By cash on hand Ll 3ent
(ii1). By advance to Editor 2 2 TS i
2 Subscriptions.
(i) From life-members il
(1ii) Ordinary subscribers SR
(iii) Government grant & ‘
Subsct, 4060 © ©
3 Sale proceeds of the old copies of the
Magazine 1S° 8 o
4 Advertisement receipts 7 Bemts o]
5 Receipt of interest on investment o o o
. 6 Contribution from the College Jubilee
Committee towards the expenses of
the Jubilee number 300 010 5
7 ! Postage charges : 40 13 8
8 Printing & block charges 9oz 2 %
T 9793 27
9 Paper charges 220 IS5 3
10 Establishment charges ;
Remuneration 6014 g 3
Stationery 3AT 5 . 73 9 10
11 Editor’s charges :
(1) Postage 3250
(ii) Printing 256 ©
(iii) Stationery 612 o 210 0
12 DMiscellaneous charges 28 15 ©
13 Closing balance ;
(1) By investment, Opening
balance 4,230 0 o
Deposit in the year 50 0 © : 4,300 0 O
(ii) By cash on hand 169 14 1
(iii) By advance to Editor L 12 0
Total P e S T L 5857 13 &
T C. SANKARA MENON, - G. R. NARAYANA AYYAR,
Secretary, Audilor,
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