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Plato’s Allegory of the Cave.

IN Plato’s philosophic system Ethics and Politics are intimately
bound together. The state exists only as a means of enabling
the individual to attain his highest good, or self-realization, which
is happiness subjectively, and objectively the ideal Goodness or
God. Now the great instrument of self-realization is virtue or
harmonious ordering of mental and moral powers, and virtue is
not merely conditioned by wisdom, but is wisdom itself. The
individual should be trained from childhood in the love and
service of wisdom, and in order to this, there is need of an orga-
nized Education, an education that will develop and regulate the
faculties and tendencies of the child and lead him step by step to
true wisdom which is true virtue. Such an organized education
cannot be achieved but ina well-ordered society. This ideal society
is the state and it should be modelled on the individual himself. In
the individual man the reasonable soul is the guiding and
controlling power ; it moderates and directs the concupiscible and
irascible faculties of man. So likewise should be the government of
the state. To the concupiscible and irascible parts of the individual,
correspond in the state the producers and warriors, including all the
different avocations and interests of society in general, and all these

should be guided as in the individual by the reasonable soul of

society, that is, the truly wise. Thus the guardians, magistrates
and governors of the state should be wise men or philosophers.

‘The state should, in short, be ruled by an aristocracy of intellect.

To illustrate the condition of ordinary men and the nature
of the work performed by true philosophers Plato makes use of
the Allegory of the Cave. Letus suppose a numbet of men, from

early childhood, shut up in an underground cavern, their legs

and necks so fettered as to oblige them to sit still and be looking

s
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in front of them at the opposite wall. This cave has an o 2
at the back which the occupants cannot see. Just behind the
cave there is a road flanked by a wall as high as a man. Along
this road men are marching with all sorts of objects on their heads.
The high wall conceals the pedestrians and only the objects they
carry can be seen above it. Let us also suppose that a fire is
burning on the other side of the road. The light of this fire will
make thé objects carried by the men walking along the road cast
their shadows on the wall opposite the imprisoned unfortunates.
Since the objects are carried continually onwards by the pedes-
trians their shadows will be seen, moving also. Now let the
pedestrians be speaking and shouting. Their voices will be
echoed against the wall of the cave in the interior. All this
while the prisoners are merely looking on and contemplating
the shadows and the echoes in front of them. Since they have
no knowledge of the real state of things, they will naturally
imagine that the shadows are speaking, acting and moving by
their own power. In the course of their cavernous existence
these deluded men will come gradually to construct a shadowy
world of their own. They will read a meaning into all the
sounds and motions on the wall, they will connect certain sounds
with particular shadows. As years pass by their first impressions
and guesses will be confirmed and re-enforced, and they will at
last build up their experiences into a connected system. They
will talk among themselves about what they see and hear; they
will communicate their opinions to one another and this mutual
intercourse will further strengthen and stereotype their persomal
impressions. Thus they live in a little world of shadows and
illusions, fancying them all the while to be the only realities.

In the second p]ace let us imagine that one of them manages
to free himself from his shackles, and through the opening at the
back goes up to the world outside. At first his eyes and other
organs and faculties will be dazed and benumbed by the strong
light of the fire. At first he will not be able to distinguish one
thing from: another. But by and bye his weak eyes will get
accustomed to his new surroundings, and one object after
another in increasing degrees of distinctness and brilliancy will
reveal themselves to hin. His attention will be drawn to the
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fire, the road, the procession of persons carrying different objects
on their heads and he willere long come to realise how these
objects cast their shadows into the cave from which he so recently
escaped. He will learn for the first time that what he had been
contemplating so long are not the real things but only the reflex-

ions and echoes of what he had not in the cave thought to exist.

Moved with pity for his former comrades and filled with an
ardent zeal for enlightening them as to the real truth he con-
descends to go down into the cave once more and resumes his
old seat among them. No doubt the dim light of the cave will at
first be embarassing to his eyes now trained to the piercingilight
of the outside world and he will for a time be ill-at-ease and be-
have himself in a strange manner. But he will soon be able to
accommodate himself to the requirements of the situation. He
will thus succeed to interpret the phenomena seen on the wall
and to explain how such a shadow and such an echo came to be

at all. Each and every sign on the wall will be deciphered and

traced to their original prototypes and forms. He will thus be
able to read the riddle of hiscave-universe. The vision and enjoy-
ment of those empty vanities will have no attraction, for him;
their apparent loveliness and charm will be for him a constant
and poignant reminder how unworthy they are of his admiration;
his heart will turn aside from their hollow flatteries and be
rivetted the more firmly on the substantial things he left behind
him in the outer world. Day in, day out he will long for his true
home and say to himself: Non Caduca, sed acterna.

He has delivered himself at last from his besetting illusions.
He now turns to his companions toinstruct them and enlighten
them on the real meaning and significance of the world they live
in. At first they listen to him with curiosity and wonderment,
then they turn against him and despise him. He protests and
redoubles his zeal, but they are only the more hardened in their
first convictions, ; they treat him as a visionary and eccentric
fellow and turn to the énjoyment of the good things of their
present and according to them the only world.
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This according to Plato, is a real picture of what material
objects are in themselves, of the mental attitude of ordinary men
towards the world and of the mission and fortunes of true

philosophers.

According to Plato, then, there are two worlds— the world
of sense and the world of pure thought or reason. The object
of the sensible world are shadowy copies or imitations of the true
. realities existing in the suprasensible world. To every class or
variety of sensible objects, such as good, true, just, beautiful and
so on there is correspondingly an absolute goodness, an absolute
truth, an absolute justice, an absolute beauty and so forth, which
exist in themselves ‘corporeally’ and not simply mentally as
objects of thought. And the material world is a kaleidoscopic
image and reflexion of these ideal forms.

Before our souls canie into this unreal, illusory world they
existed elsewhere contemplating face to face these eternal and
the only real things. But their memory was smothered by the
deadening weight of our material bodies, and yet on the occasion
of receiving a quickening impulse from the outside world, our
souls can wake from their lethargy recognise the faint voices and
the faint features of the real things. The process of knowledge
is a process of reminiscence and recollection. In the light of this
recollection we know things, we classify them, draw inferences

and build up the grand edifice of human knowledge.

But this knowledge, being one of shadows and reflexions, is
of secondary importance, and does not deserve the title of wisdom.
True knowledge or wisdom is of the essential prototypes or
forms of phenomena and is the object and pursuit of philosophy.
Philosophers are its high priests and the kings of human society.
And if mankind is to be truly wise and consequently truly
virtuous and happy, they should place themselves under their
guidance, and fleeing the fleeting vanities of this unreal world
must reach out to the world of real existences; they should
withdraw from the degrading and brutalising influences of this

work-a-day world and live ‘the life of heaven upon earth.’
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The Allegory of the Cave may be criticised from two points
of view. Firstas a Theory of Knowledge and secondly as a
Theory of Self-realization or Ethical Perfection. In Plato both
these aspects are combined, they are identical. To know is to be
virtuous (knowledge is virtue) and to be virtuous is to realise
oneself, is to save one’s soul, to expressitin Christian phraseology.

First as regards Moral Perfection. What is the value of
material things for a virtuous man? What ought to be his
attitude towards the world in his pursuit of moral excellence? All
ethical systems advocate a certain degree of abstraction or with-
drawl from sensible objects in the cultivation of our moral
personality. The naturalistic system of Ethics would recommend
moderation in ‘the use of creoatures’ in order to promote the
efficiency of our self in compassing its destiny which is nothing
more than the control of natural forces and the securing of the
highest possible degree of material comfort. This system leaves
out of account man’s higher and nobler instincts and aspir ations
and reduces him to the level of animal creation. And as such it
scarcely merits'to be called a moral code. The moral system of
the stoics, Manicheans and Buddhists gravitates to the opposite
extreme. The world and material objects, including the human
body are essentially evil, and our moral perfection can be attained
only by waging a truceless war against our material nature and
the wider world around us. The virtuous man should destray
his natural tendencies and passions, and thus recover his moral
self. This moral code does scant justice to the possibilties and
potential capabilities of the lower nature of man. Instead of
enlisting its service and co-operation in the noble work of self-
perfection these pessimistic moralists drive it into open: enmity
and make human nature an enigma and monstrosxty The
Platonic morality does not condemn material nature as an
essential evil, but as an unreal and therefore meaningless burden.
Moreover it ignores the fact that a man may know perfectly that
something is good and yet not follow it—video meliora deteriora
seguor is a truth as deep and wide as human nature itself. Like
the preceding system it creates a separation and total divorce
between our higher and lower nature, and is for this very reason
self-condemned. '
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There is an element of truth in all these three systems of
morality. Man has a magnificent destiny here below in the con-
trol and mastery of Nature ; there is a degree of evil in our lower
tendencies; moral excellence must certainly be an enlightenéd
self-knowledge ; and compared to the moral and spiritual worth
of ourselves, the external world has a certain unreality. All
these elements of truth are admirably combined and adjusted in
the Christian conception of our moral vocation. The pursuit of
material happiness is good and commendable; only it should be
subordinated, and made a stepping stone, to the acquisition of a
higher perfection ; nay more our material pursuit achieve their
end and excellence only in this service. Human nature 1s
essentialiter good, only it has certain vicious tendencies. These
tendencies must be curbed and perfected; they should not be
destroyed, but purified and pressed into the service of our higher
destiny. Thus our material and lower nature should not be
crushed but rectified, strengthened, perfected and elevated. It
should be the support, and ally of our highest. moral perfection.
Thus and thus alone can the human nature attain its magnificent
destiny. Lastly the objects of sense are unreal and shadowy
not in themselves, but in comparision to the ever-enduring and
eternal interests of our higher nature. Their reality and werth
are ernphasicred by the fact that only by a proper use of theni can
the soul work outits salvation, that is, its highest moral perfection.

As a Theory of Knowledge Plato’s Allegory of the Cave may
be said to embody the central doctrine of his entire system. How
do we form universal concepts? Socrates, by insisting on the
" necessity of defining things before discoursing about them

,b_ought this problem for the first time to the forefront of philbso-
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. phical discussion. Th;ngs as they exist actually are many and
‘a’werse and yet they fall into distinct classes and types each of
which is denominated by a general term. Now if the class con-
cept be considered as the result of comparing the different indi-
viduals and abstracting the common characteristics, the question
arises how we are to recognise and bring together the different

members of the class before knowing that they realise the .

common concept in virtue of which they form the class. Thus
if the idea of justice is said to be obtained by the comparison of
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just things, how, we may ask, do we know they are just things
unless we saw already that justice could be predicated of them.
Hence the very idea of justice has to be presupposed in the
process of forming the concept of justice. To obviate this diffi-
culty Plato propcunded the Ideal Theory, and the allegory is
intended to show how the material objects stand in relation to
universal concepts as shadows and reflexions to the same
material objects.

On the face of it this theory looks rather like a poetic
conception than a strictly philosophical explanation. Ewidently,
if ideal forms existed in themselves, if our souls in a previous
existence have contemplated them face to face, and if the material
objects have been created to the image and likeness of them,
‘then the problem of the universal is thus far satisfactorily solved.
But the various suppositions and assumptions herein involved
are clearly gratuitous. Philosophically and scientifically it is
conclusively manifest that whatever exists physically in itself
must be particular invested with all the characteristics of indivi-
dual existence, and no universal as a universal can have such a
mode of being.

The Doctrine of Innate Ideas is a mitigated form of Plato's
Ideal Theory. Against both there is the same objection that the
supposition is gratuitously made and that the nature and forma-
tion of universal concepts can be satisfactorily explained without
such assumptions. Both these systems lay themselves open to
the further objection that they assign to sense impressions no
share at all in the process, and that consequently they fail to
recognise the substantial umrgty of hpman existence and co&sciohs :

| }Z»m@f

to sense impressions a posilive part in the elaboration of
Universal ideas. In fact if the organic unity of man and the
validity of our intellectual ideas in their application to individual
sense objects and experiences are to be maintained and safe-
guarded, then the claims of both our reasonable and sensible
facualties must be properly adjusted in any theory of knowledge.

J. Palocaren.




India and Foreign Capital.

G. Parameswaran B. A. (Hons.)

The proeblem of the necessity for foreign capital in India for her
industrial development is engaging the attention of eminent Indian
economists. | wo questions arise in a discussion of this subject.
Can India do without foreign capital of any form? If foreign
- capital be required could it be allowed to enter under certain
restrictive conditions whereby its injusious defects might bs
partially or wholly prevented? We endorse the opinion of the
External Capital Committee that the real solution to the problem
lies in the development of India’s own capital resources. The
difficulties of Indian industrialists consist not so much in the fact
that Indian capital is shy and is not willing to flow into the
business but that it requires ‘ an impossibly high return’. It is
hence very dear and must be made very cheap by increasing the
volume available for industrial activities. This could only be
_effected by devcloping her banking organization. But for the
present and many years to come there can be no question that
India must rely on external capital.

Thus if we know that we cannot do without foreizn capital
“what are the restrictions to be imposed on the inflow of foreign
capital? There is no doubt the other side of the question. Certain
eminent statesmen, including of course l.ord Curzon maintain
that capital being finte*national must be allowed free entrance.
Lord Curzon says: “ When | hear the employm-=nt of Bmtlsh
ital m 1 d'a dep]ored 1 feel ternga;ed to as e

navigation, our immense and prosperous trade? And, why
should a different argument b= applied to India from any other
country in the world? When Great Britain poured her wealth
into South America and China | have never heard those countries
complain that they were being ruined.................... It was foreign
capital and foreign brains that exploited the industries of Russia,

which are now beginning to be a source of such proﬁt to -that
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country. When America floods England, as she is doing, with
the resources of her accumulated capital, her amazing inventive-
ness, and her commericial geniuns, none of us at home sits'down
and bewaitls our cruel lot at being bled by a foreign drain.
I therefore would say to the people of this country—if my words
would have the slightest effect—look facts in the face. Recognise
that capital does not wrap itself in the flag of any one country.
It is international. It is like the wind which bloweth where 1t
listeth, and comes and goes as it will. The whole industrial and
commerical world is one great field for the tiller to till and if the
man who lives on the spot will not cultivate it with his own
spade, then he has no right to blame the outsider who enters it
with his plough ”. It is needless to expose the obvious fallacy
of his lordship’s plea. Capital, in our time, is no doubt inter-
national’ and “the whole industrial and commerical world isone
great field for the tiller to till” but it cannot pursuegyits own
object without regard to the supreme economic, industrial and
even political interests of the different peoples among whom
history had parcelled out this “ great field ”. British capital can-
not work in South America or Russia or even in China, in the
same way as it has and is doing in India.

Following the classification of foreign capital adopted by the
External Capital Committee we may distinguish between three
forms :—

‘ (1) Investments in which the foreign external investor is
merely entitled to a rate of interest and acquires right of control
only when there is default. To this class belong state and
municipal loans, bonds of port authorities, bonds and debentures

e ofpﬂ%te companies and bank lcans. With regard to this there

can be no objection to its entry.

(2) Investments in which the foreign capitalist enters into
competitive business in India competing on equal terms with
Indian enterprise as in the case of cotton and other textile mills,
mercantile houses and the like. This has given rise to a great
~ deal of controversy. Indian opinion however is in favour of
Imposing strict restrictions on the free entrance of foreign capital
in these cases. Foreign Cowmpanies wishing to do business in
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India should be registered in India with rupee capital.” Unless
this 1s dene Indian Capitalists will have little chance of investing
in companies which are formed on the basis of foreign money
and which raise their capital in foreign land. It must be laid
down by law that a majority of the shareholders and a majority
of the Directors in such companies trading in India should be
Indians. The Fiscal Commission and the External Capital
Committee have raised their voices against these on the ground
that they are impracticable. ‘But we beg to differ from the
learned opinion of these committees. The difficulties which they
think will arise in the working out of these proposals are not su
insurmountable as they seem to consider. Dr. Grunzel in his
* Economic Protectionism ” points out that simi'ar measures
with a view to oust foreign capital bave been adopted in China,
Australia, Roumania, Greece and Chili, [f these countries can
overcomge the difficulties in this matter India too can. No doubt
there is one difficulty. If the Indian character of the companies
is to be maintained by having a majority of the Indian share-
holders the Indian shareholders will not be allowed to transfer
their shares to non-Indians. * To this extent their field for trans-
ferring their shares will be restricted. But as a well-known Indian
ecconomist has remarked “it is a price which they must pay for
the benefits which they will enjoy on account of their having the
controlling voice in the management of Indian companies”.
Here we venture to say that if the Indian Government 1s to be
just in its dealings with the millions which have becn entrusted
to their chargz, for the matter of that the Indian Government is

merely a trustee, if they care for the sconomic prosperity of India,
they should see that the Indian chaiacter of the companies, in

7 - . . 0
the real sense of the expression, is maintained.

The restrictions suggested above are only temporary. India
will take time to develop her own internal capital resources.
Meanwhile it is not advantageous for Indian capitalists to compete

with foreigners in India. The prospect of afterwar-trade and the
natural desire of Indian capitalists to reap their share of these
have also led to the organization of a few Indian companies for

the utilisation of our immense natural resources. These good
people seem to think that this is the only practical way by which

P o
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foreign capitalist exploitation of our economic life and capabilities,
may, to some extent at least, be checked. But the work is ab-
solutely hopeless. In the first place, we have not the quality of
‘fluid  capital in the country which could enter into effective
competition with foreign capitalist exploitation. In the next
place, Indian enterprises of this kind which require machineries
and accessories for this work, are inevitably dependent upon
foreign manufacturers and shipping concerns for the supply of
these. India lacks expert knowledge and large experience of the
‘working of these large enterprises. Foreign agencies are very
mmportant for trade. Whether we are buyers or sellers, we must
“have these agencies, if our trade is to be retained in our own
hands. But there are few Indian agencies in England or America.
The Tatas have a London office and this is, we think, about the
only Indian agency worth mentioning in the United Kingdom.
Indian enterprises which do not command the huge financial
resources of the Tatas cannot expect to establish themselves in
the same way or to the rame extent as the Tatas have done.

The real solution, then, of her present economic dependency
is the development of her own internal resources. Much has
been and is said about education as the panacea for all social and
economic ills. As regards our banking facilities we have to
admit that they are in a very backward condition. Co-operative
credit societies are slowly progressing. They are attracting more
. and more capital year after year. But there is much scope for
development. The Imperial Bank has undertaken to open more
brandhg:é in the country. These no doubt indicate signs of pro-
gress. But practically nothing is offered to meet the necessities
of Indian industrialists for long-term loans. Attempts at esta-
blishing industrial Fanks have been in: vain. Government initi-
ative is lacking in this respect. The government must establish
industrial bank as the Government of Japan has done. The
industrial Bank set up by the Japanese Government has been
~ successful and bsneficial in the industrial progress of that country.
The bank with the support of the government behind it is able
to feel the pulse of the nation and closely watch the movements
of trade. More and more industries are being started there. Or

again as a few leading Indian economists have suggested the
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Imperial Bank may be asked to open a department for industrial
banking. Some such step is highly essential. The absence of a
cential banking institution like the Bank of England or the Bank
of France with the right of note issue is no doubt a very serious
mence to the industrial development of India. Such central
institutions give the lead in economic matters. Unless the Indian
banking system is improved capital will not be forthcoming
and industrial progress will be slack. In view of these serious
drawbacks it is no surprise to find foreign capitalists successfully
carrying on trade in India and exploiting her natural rescurces.
As Lord Curzon once remarked * exploitation and administration
are parts of the same duty in the government of India”. So long
as the Indian banking system remains what it is at present and
so long as the Indian government remains blind to the welfare of
the inhabitants of the country, India cannot dispense with foreign
capital. ’

It is the crime of the age not to hate evil, but to discuss peace witht
and make proposals to it. There is only one proposal to make to it—that it
should disappear. ;
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Men of strict principles may hear themselves accused of bigotry, intol- e
erance or stiffneckedness, but those of lax ptinciples are not deeply venerated
even by their admirers. e
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We cannot have yesterday back. = We must make the best of today
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Good humoured people render a service to suffering humanity.




*“The Yellow Bubble.”

P. S. Venkiteswaran II. U. C.

o : -
£N solitude and undisturbed tranquillity the human mind de-
lights to muse over the reminiscences of the Past. Thus it was
that, lounging at ease in my arm-chair, | found myself speeding
through the already traversed realms of the Past in my train of
thoughts. [ sped through the Past with remorse, swiftly came
to the realms of the Present, traversed it with indifferent concern,
and then passing on to the future began to build up' delightful
castles in the air. So wrapt was | in my idle contemplation, and
so much did [ enjoy the still silence of my thoughts, that adesire
to escape for a while froni the sickening hurry and dash of the
world around grew strong within me; and as a preliminary step
to realising ithis desire, | slowly closed my eyes. For a few
minutes more | thought on with clearness; but then the world
began to recede ifrom me. | saw it a long way off, growing
dimnier and still dimmer, until at last it altogether disappeared in
the distance.

A few moments of oblivion, and then [ found myself in a
vast plain the ends of which 1 could not diséern with all the
straining of my eyes. A large and attractive ineadow, alive with
the life of living men, birds, beasts, and trees, was set in the
centre of the plain and adorned it with all the beauty and
picturesqueness of Nature. The meadow was shaded with green
on all sides. Trees rose up therein to almost gigantic heights,

casting their long shadows on the soft earth in the morning sun.
On their branches nestled groups of beautiful birds, which with
their melodious songs diffused an atmosphere of happiness and
peaceful harmony all over the plain. In the very centre of the
meadow was situated a pretty lake—its shining, transparent water
reflecting the neizhbouring objects and thereby itself in its clear
depths. Along its banks Stuod Gtk Towe of banyans, their
long shadows lying smooth on its liquid bosom. A line of hercns

_ and storks stood sentinel over the inhabitants of the water. The

~ whole plain itself was encompassed by a: splendour and divine
~luster which proceeded from, | could not then discern what but
latre found to be, the Guarchan of the plain. = The place seemed
~ to me a very paradlse, the picturesque bioom and enchantmg
__ beauty of which no words could describe nor colours paint.
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| had feasted my eyes for some time on the attractive charm
of the plain, when | began to become conscious of the - existence
of a large number of people in it. I felt at first a little surprised
and strange among them ; but soon, getting the better of my
strangeness, | began to take stock of the scenes around me.
What first struck me was that the inhabitants of this fair meadow
were all eagerly running after a shining yellow bubble, on which
were written in bold characters: G O L D. The bubble flitted and
flew from place to place in the clear horizon, and many people
of all sorts and all ages were running breathlessly after it. |
noticed one old gentleman, who had stretched himself down on
the grass torest his weary limbs, start up suddenly at the sight of
the bubble and the inscription thereon, and pursve it withall the
vehemence and ardour of youth. | saw a woman, fondly suck-
ling her child, suddenly let it drop on the ground, and rush
forward to join in the mad pursuit. “So pretty” | thought
“ Your baby’s nothing to that bubble ”, and locking up, saw her
mix with the people who were all rushing up in one hurly-burly
race, thrusting, jostling and pushing one another in their eagerness
to catch that flying yellow bubble.

| waslooking at this mad race with surprisein my countenace,
when an old man came up, and, seeing in me more of a spectator
than a partaker of this race, began a conversation with me.
“Lo. you're after that bubble?” he asked. “Thank you, no!" |
replied. “There you're right”said he, and warmly shook my
hands. “l am reckoned an old man in these parts and | could
say that those whom you but just now saw after that ilitting
bubble are but fools and no wise man questions me.” As if to
confirm his statement, he continued: “For, you see, though so
fascinating and attractive on the outside, that yonder floating
gold-bubble is but a vacuity after all—a mere nonentity devoid of
real beauty and charm.” = “ You must know, ” he went on to say
seeing me interested in his conversation, “that the benevolent
Guardian of this Plain—he wholooks after us and protects us and
demands nothing from us but a return of love-—hasan enemy here
who, though but a subject, rose up in rebellion against his liege lord,
and,unable to attain the pesition or power of our great Master in any
way,has determined to wreak his vengenance and malice on His
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subjects by decoying them from the service of our great Guardian.”
Thought [, “ That rebel corresponds to Satan.” The old man
continued: “ One of the chief instruments that he employs for
his purpese is that bubble-gold which you may yet see yonder
flloating in the'still air. Just see how it lures all incautious and
foolhardy men into its fatal grasp by the external semblance of
beauty and fascination which it possesses. Do you know
whither it isleading all its followers?” he asked, and on confessing
my ignorance of the matter, said “Ay, but you should know, to
Beucataloplis himself, who, you must understand, is the sworn
enemy of our great Master.” “So you call that traitor Poocatha
.Ja...1”  “Beucataloplis ” he repeated. *Really,” said I, “I'm
sure | thank you, but pray, what is the name of your Great
Guardian ?” “0O,” he said, “He has no name in this country.
He is nameless. We call hirn Father; He is really a father to all
of us. We all know his goodness, his benevolence, his mercy
and his love for us. Should we not then seek Him and His
kingdom first rather than madly rush after that bubble which
leads one to perdition ?”

[ was highly edfied by the conversation of this good man
and was just going to put him a question, which | am not going
' to tax my memory to recall, when my attention was suddenly
~ diverted by the noise of a scuffle proceeding from the direction of
the Gold-bubble. It seems that one of them had caught it, and
the others were trying to snatch it from him. In the general
confusion, persons came to be mistaken, and the assault intended
to be directed against a single person gradually spread into a
general fray. Each one was kicking and pushing his neighbour,
and | found the people formerly engaged in the Gold-bubble-
pursuit now engaged with as much ardour in fighting with one
another. The confusion gradually spread on all sides, words
came to blows and cuffs, which rained as plentifully as black-
berries in autumn or hailstones in winter. Some people soundly
beaten, were roaring for mercy; others not so badly handled,
were yelling with anger; while not a few were shrieking to add
to the general up-roar. The thunder-like sound, produced from
the throats of all these bubble-seckers, rang and reverberated in
_ my ears; and [ started up to find myself standing, not:by the side
of the old man of the meadow, but by the side of my brother,
whn was calling me up for tea.




































































































































