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Editorial Notes.

With the publication of this issue, ‘The Old College’ will be
completing the second year of its existence. None will dispute
that the period of its life has been sufficiently long to -enable us
to appraise the usefulness of the journal and the place it has come

“to fill in the corporate life of the institution which has given it its

name. Looking back over what has been achieved we find that
there is much to be reasonably proud of ; but only blindness can

. be obtuse to our cbvious shortcomings in some directions and there

is always scope for regret that it had not been brighter, fuller, and
that more sustained excellence could not have been achieved.
Both the pleasure and the regret are natural and it becomes all
the more important that efforts should be made to increase the
potency of the one and reduce to a minimum’the chance for feeling
the other.

In fact, an enterprise of this kind can only be wholly
successful if it comes on the crest of a wave of passionate desire
and eager expectation. It has'been said that a good letter reflects

the spirit of him that writes and of him that receives it and that

here, as in many other enjoyments of life, we receive but what we
give, A college magazine is but the truest reflection of what is
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most significant and most charaecteristie in éollege life and need-
less to say, the fuller we make it, the richer and more har-
monious, the sweeter will be the magazine as the treasure house
of the best that the college can give us and the best that we can
give to our common nurse and mother.

* * * * 2 % # . M * &% *

Schemes of educational reconstruction are on the anvil and
and in a few years vast changes may take place altering com-
pletely the face of Southern India. The Aadhra University has
beeome an'dcc‘omp]ished fact and will, it is said, begin work
towards the end of April. A University for Tamil Nadu is not a

distant possibility. Publie opinion in the Tamil Districts has -

already expressed itself decidedly in its favour and fhough at the
last meeting of the Senate, a resolution calling upon that body to
make a comprehensive survey of this question was thrown out, the
idea has found trenchant champions and powerful supporters.
The desire for a Kerala University has already made some head-
way and though at the present moment we see no organised
striving, it is not unlikely that at any moment, forces may be set
in motion which will beat down all opposition, help mutual
adjustment of obligations and bring the scheme to a glorious fulfil-
ment.

Meanwhile the new University of Madras has not been slow
to take advantage of the inereased opportunities that the Act has
given to extend*the scope of its usefulness. New schemes of study
and research, new readerships and studentships have been
sanctioned and will soon be put into operation. An Institute for
Oriental Studies, and a laboratory for. Scientific Research are, we
should think, the two more lasting fruits of the new spirit of
expansion and reform. There has not been, however, the same
unanimity of feeling about some other branches of reform in
studies, for example, the introduction of compulsory vernacular in
the Intermediate and B. A. classes. Enthusiasts for this measure
seem to think that the support it receives is the test of one’s
patriotism and love for the distinctive culture of our moth'erla.nd.,

. There is, however, quite a body of men as sincere and as
patriotic as any others, who honestly feel that the canse of the
vernaculars will noi be substantially furthered by carrying out this
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reform and that to achieve this purpose, we require students and
scholars who will spend their life-time in pursuit of this know-
ledge, chosen high priests and intelligent critics” of the best thaf
India can give us in the shape of philosophy, art and religion.
They would even prefer that a more drastic reform is effected, that
« of making the Vernaculars the media of instruction in schools and
colleges, than that we should have recourse to these halting and
‘half-hearted steps towards the improvement of the Vernaculars of
the country. But there is one thing to be said in favour of even
this small measure of change that is sought to be introduced in
the curricula of studies. A competent knowledge of one at least
of the Vernaculars is admittedly a necessity for a University
stiﬂdeilt and it is equally an incontrovertible fact that the young
rnén who are products of the University at the present day canmot
lay claim to it. The knowledge of the Indian Vernaculars which
the students will acquire by this chzinge will not, assuredly, be
inferior to their knowledge of English Literature, which is almost
“forced down their throats by an unimaginative system and by
teachers more unimaginative. ILet us hope that the proposed
change will pave the way for a deepcr and more genuine pursuit
of Vernacular studies and will lead to a fuller and more eom-
petent seholarship than exists at present.



THE OLD COLLEGE.

To the College on the 28th College day.

(27th February 1926)

Great mother, who hast for many a splendid year
Still held the lizht of knowledgze and of Truth
Before the eyes of else misguided yocuth,

And shown the path to fam2 and virtue clear.
Bless us thy children who to-day come here

To render annual homage unto thee;

Keep usfrom petty party feeling free ;

Teach us to love thy cause devout and dear
Above all selfish wants; thine ancient name
Still to preserve with deeds of righteous fame ;
‘And when we leave your porches and your halls
Guide thou our steps to where our country calls.
Do this; and when our dear, dear Ind is free

Foremost of her institutions thou shalt be !

[Anon]
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Mile Stones. [V]
SPEECH BY MR. C. P. THOMAS.
ON THE 2YTH COLLEGE DAY.

T esteem it a great honour to have been asked to propose the
toast of our Alma mater at this happy annual Festival, when her
alumni are gathered tegether as members of one family to renew
their bonds of affection and devotion to the mother and the sense
of their union with one another, through her. So my first and
pleasant duty is to express my sincere feelings of thankfulness to
the College Day Committee for the privilege thus conferred upon
me.

As we are assembled here to-night, we are naturally remind-
ed.how,owingfto the cloud of sorrow that hung heavy over us caused
by the demise of the Royal Patron of our College for nearly 40
years, we were prevented from celebrating the College Day last
vear. We are however grateful again to bask in the sunshine of
the smile of Her Gracious Highness, the Maharani Regent, whose
regime has already shown her Royal solicitude for the progressive
development of the College.

AsIstand here to-night my first thought is about the bifurca-
tion of my old College into the Science College, and the Arts
College, As an ‘old boy' of H. H. the Maharajah’s College of old,
1 ani a bit perplexed, which College T belong to. 1 naturally
thought that only the Arts College would claim me and I should
claim connection only with that Institution. But all the fond

_ old associations of place and circumstance, draw me towards

this spot as the home of my Alma mater, where 1
received my mental nurture and culture. T feel as if the
body of my Alma mater is here, while a part of the spirit has
gone elsewhere, When I go to the Arts College, whither divine
Philsophy has found a new Howme, though the spirit is indeed
there, one finds it hard to recognize it in its present body, however
magnificent a look it presents. As I think further on this pro~
ble, I think that'the Language Course here is the legal succes-
sor of the course in my days, which establishes a partial claim for
me to this Coliege. Then, there is the circumstance, that the Uni-
versity still styles my optional Group, mental.. and moral
“Secience.” So, that gives me another ground for my elaim.

&
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Again, while Physics, Chemistry, Biology &c., deal with parti-
cular branches of knowledge only, Philosophy brings within
its purview all the knowledge of natural phenomena obtained
through the various branches of Science. To my friends, the
students of the natural 'sciences, let me say that if you stop in
your pursuit of knowledge, with the idea that H2 O is the formula
for water, that myriads of electrons make up an atom, that there
has been an evolution of plants and animals from lower to higher
organisms, or that the area of a circle is II R?, your knowledge is
incomplete from a human standpoint. From an understanding
of the phenomena of nature you cannot rest satisfied without a
philosophy based upon your knowledge of the laws of these phen-
omena, however you may choose to interpret the same. So you,
students of Science, must arrive at some Philosophy, unless you
arbitrarily check the outgoings of your mind in that direction.

Thus I have laboured to make secure my place on this platform. '

I may admit that I have my misgivings whether when the Com-
mittee invited me to speak they knew that 1 am a Philosophy
Graduate and whether atter knowing it they will econtinue to re-
cognize me as an ‘old boy' of theirs. Having identified myself
with this College, I don’t know, on the other hand, what the new
Arts College will say to me when I go there. So I must protest 1
I have come here claiming kinship without waiving my claims
for a similar kinship with the Arts College.

To one who has well enfered on the wrong side of fifty, future
prospects are not so interesting as past reminiscences. Though
such reminiscences may be only of an antiquarian interest
to you the present Buys, and the recent ‘old boys’ of the College,
they are of living interest to us the ‘old boys’ of the long past.
8o I crave your indulgence when I refer to somne of my
recollections of the past.

In my days from the First Class where we began the A B C,
in three years we came to the Lower Fourth Class, which led
to the upper Fourth, whence we stepped on to the Fifth which was
the doorway to the Matriculation Class, Dr. 'Har\'ey was then
, the Principal of the College but he was in charge of the whole
institution dawn to the First Class. One still remembers the mix-
od feelings of awe and pleasure when the big but kindly-looking

%
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Sahib, camre round occasionally to the lower classes with some
test in spelling, or correction of wrong sentences, and to make
enquiry about some truant who had attracted his attention,

Our Fifth class teacher I could never forget, he was such
a terror to his pupils that he was known among them as “@san a
Huﬂ@ﬁ" His method of punishment were peculiar. I wonder what
our modern youngsters armed with the Rule in the Edueation
(lade re corporal punishment, will think,when I say how he would
make a boy lie on his pelly and on the table and ask another boy
across the table to take hold of his hands, while the cane would
1emorselessly be applied to the buttocks of the first. Sometimes
when he was not in the mood to leave his chair, he would make
one boy slap another on the cheek or serew his ear. I was once
talking in the class with a friend who is, I believe, present here
to-night, and we were asked to go into a very big box for keeping
the things belonging to the classes and the lid was shut, so that
our cra-ving for tete-a-tete, may be gratified to the full. But, I must
add, that for all this, we were never lacking in our love
and reverence for him. Speaking of corporal punishments T re-
member how in the junior F. A. Class one of my classmates re-
ceived from the lecturer a shower of slaps on each cheek in turn
—though indeed it was a rare exception, and could be done only
by one who had such a prestige in the institution, as that lecturer
had. Even in the B. A. Class our English Professors used to test
the daily preparation of three or four students each time and re-
+ cord the result in a mark book, which went among us by the
" ominous name of Fate Book ; and one suill remembers the feelings
of the ‘boding tremblers” who came unprepared, at the sight of
that small book. .

[ would close with grateful and reverent remembrance, of the -
benign fatherly face of Dr. Harvey, the scholar and philosopher;
the 'pleasing courtesy and affable smile of Prof. La Bouchardiere
with his contageous enthusiasm for rhythm and cadence and other
beauties of English Poetry, whose pleasant and winning manners,
W6 now f:md reproduced in his worthy nephew, our popularDewan;
the keen intellect of Dr. A.C. Mitchell who did so much to develop
the institqj;ion as a College of Science; the screne. smile of the
profound Philosopher, Mr, P, Sundram Pillay; the kindly face of
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Prof. Boyle with his mastery of English Literature ‘and keen
interest in Foot Ball, which game he introduced into the College
for the first time; the handsome yet dignified look of Mr. P. Iyap-
pen Pillay; the commanding tall figure of Mr. P. Ramaswamy
lyer with his never-failing enthusiasm and unflagging energy; and
the scholarship of Pandit Rama Kurup, with his unending =eries
of humorous stories and anecdotes which raised often such a roap
of laughter in the class as to compel the visit of the then young
Principal Dr, Mitchell.

After indulging in these reminiscences of the past what
strikes an old boy most is the healthy growth and development of
his Alma mater since the days when he imbibed the milk of
instruction from her breasts and lived under her discipline. The
expansion of the college by the addition of these magniﬂ-cent_
piles of new buildings and extensions, is remarkable while the
numbers have risen from below 200 to the impressive figure of
about 850 excluding the numbers now in the Arts College. The-
introduction of new courses of study in the science branches has
indeed enhanced the cultural value of the institution, and made it
more capable of meeting the increasing demand for: scientific
education in view of the recent industrial awakening in the
country. The growing enthusiasm of the students for manly
athletic sports, and their lively interest in current movements that
would appeal to the future ecitizens of the State, are features which
former generations of old boys may note with joy and pride.

It may be presumptuous on the part of one who has spent
his life in working at what may be called the foundations and
basements of our education, to speak about questions connected
with the superstructure of the grand edifice. Yet I venture to make
a few observations.

We hear very often criticisms levelled against the too
literary character of our education. But does the oriticism apply
to a Science College ? They say, yes. For, the scientific know-
ledge acquired here is only theoretical and not practical, only
general and not applied. So the cry is for more industrial and
teohnical education, which would enable our vouth, when "they
leave college to take up same remunerative work other than

\
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clerical or administrative under the Government, or private
agencies. But should we not ask ourselves, how far the attempts
already made to work industrial and agricultural schools justify
our idea of being able to remedy the present economic problem by
a change in the curricula of studies as desired by such critics ?
I am inclined to think that such industrial and technical education
can grow with advantage, only if it keeps pace with the industrial
development of the country, which depends on finding out new
spheres and avenues of work, and financing them. The history of
the universities of Birmingham and Manchester seems to show
that there was a considerable measure of commercial and indus-
trial advance before there was a call for universities of such ‘a
type.

Here one closely touches the question of the unemployment
of the educated classes. From what is said above, I mean that
we cannot readily solve this problem by turning out every year a
large number of young men able to take part in industries, agri-
cultural or otherwise. When they go out, there should be a
demand for such men. Ilse the problem will simply change its
form and not be solved. Further we must not yield to the cry for
technical education so far as to forget the great value of a general
education, whather in the humanities or the natural sciences, in
equipping men for solving great questions affecting the progress
of civilized society, and making discoveries in science, whose
‘utility may not be immediately visible. So, however much, we
may need the spread of technical education, there will be still an
: important function for our Arts and Science Colleges to fulfil.

But, I think, that the real complaint now is, that the present
system of teaching and examining, and the guantity and quality
of curricula, are such as not to equip the intellect and character of
the youth for the battle of life, but only to strengthen certain
limited powers of the mind, as the memory. The education is
merely receptive without being creative. Our young men only
learn about things—though many only get up words—but are not
able to face situations, and do things. Now, if our educationists ;
would seriously, earnestly and fearlessly set about examining
and modifying the present curricula and system of examinations,
it should be possible to evolve an improved system which would

1
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send out from our Colleges hot merely book-worms, but graduates
with an adequate mental equipment to suit their variovs callings
in life. They would leave the College, whether Arts or Science,
not merely with a greater or less amount of knowledge, but with
an enthusiasm for the pursuit of knowledge, and the capacity and
skill to acquire it more and more, so as to meet the demands on
their life—until we are able to accomplish this, our endeavours
will spell failure. We should see that less of the students’ time is
spent in getting up what others have written, but more in exer-
cising their powers of observation and judgment on what they find
in books and in nature around including human activities. We
are sometimes crying for extensive study and some times for in-
tensive study; but whether extensive or intensive, what we should
aim at is, the training of the student to use his own powers of
mind and body, and do something new, not actually taught, though

similar to what he has been taught. Now, the general feeling seems

to be that teachers are to give and students to receive; but the idea
should prevail in a College that students and teachers are met
together to achieve a common result by co-operation, in which
each side has a proper share.

I would next speak a few words on the importance of
character development in its moral and spiritual sides, in our
Colleges. In our literature, in the records’of the history of nations,
and in the study of the natural sciences revealing the wonderful
wisdom and goodness of God, the students can be well made to
get light and inspiration to acquire fine traits of character. But
this has to be well supplemented by the personal touch of the
students with their Professors. For, moral as well as intellectual
enthusiasm and devotion are roused and nurtured only by con-
tagion and inspiration, passing from personality to personality.
As our professors are expected to use their -ample leisure from
actual lecturing work and a portion of their fairly liberal emolu-
ments to facilitate opportunities of personal contact with the
students, we should not grudge them either their leisure or their
emoluments. It is to be hoped that with the opening of the new
Hostel a new system would be evolved which. would approximato
as far as possible to the tutorial system in-Oxford -and Cambridge.
1 would advocate if, even if it means additional préfeésogs, for
which higher fees are collected from a limited number whao

T IIEEE————
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desire the benefits of such a system, and can afford to pay for
the same. Until we do this we shall not be able to give the
highest equipment to the best of our students, whereby only,
we can get leaders of society and statesmen for our needs, from
our own countrymen.

I 'wish to speak a few words on the place given to the
vernaculars and our classical language Sanskrit in our system
of eduzation. I would only emphasise the study of Sanskrit in
its relation to its*help in securing proficiency in the vernacular.
I believe it is a beneficient reform now accepted by the Senate,
though not, sanotioned by the Government of Madras, that as
in my days, the study of a vernacular is to be made compulsory
for the Intermediate and degree Examinations.

Besides the cultural value of the study of ancient vernacular
literature and its importance in the development of our youth on
really national lines, it has great value in the matter of spreading
education indirectly among the masses. Now it iz a pitiable
spectacle to see most of our graduates guite unable to put two
senteunces togethei‘ in their vernacular before an ordinary mofussil
audience. With such an equipment how can they be the channels
to convey right ideas to the masses, about the world and our life
in it, which they have acquired from their education? In the
absence of such a means, will it be possible to give the mass of the
people such useful knowledge, through: English Education ? Surely
not. Hence the importance of our graduates and undergraduates,
acquiring a fair amount of proficiency in the vernaculars. If we
are to bring our national culture up-to-date, those who are equipped
with western knowledge, should be in a position also to critically
examine and find the excellences and defects of the ideas accepted
by our forefathers as revealed in their ancient literature.” As time :
presses, I would bring these observations to a close.

These walls within which we first saw the beauties of
Shakespeare and Milton, Wordsworth, and Tennyson, and were
inspired by their noble thoughts and sentiments, within which
our eyes were first opened to the wonderful phenomena of nature,
within and around which we formed and enjoyed such comrade-
ships in play and study, will for ever, through many a tond
association of place and circumstance, be clear and sacred to the
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old boys of this College. May the claims of this College be filled
ever by a succession of Professors not only reputed for their
eminent scholarship in their branches of knowledge, but also
esteemed and loved by the students as their wise and loving guides,
enlightening and inspiring them along the path of life. May this
College continue to send forth from within its walls, year after
year an array of young men and women holding forth the torch
of knowledge lighted from the lamps shining here, well equipped
for the battle of life, able and willing to serve their country and
generation.

With these words, I propose the Toast of our beloved Aima
mater with all enthusiasm, wishing her all prosperity, and couple if
with the name of Principal Chandrasekharan.
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Song.

R ]

I come bathed from the springs of pure Romance,
The cool zephyr’s current in my. blood ;

The scent of a thousand flowers fills my lungs,
T stand fresh as the foam of the sea.

I dance like the depending tendril in the morning air,
Tendril-like round Nature I wind and wind ;

Like a vein of delight T run through her body,
Listening close to the whispers of Her heart.

T make a float of a moon-beam, with a foam-fleck for sail,
A fairy for helmsman cooing on her horn';

T launeh in the lush-cool sea of a baby’s dreams,
And the winds of fancy blow me on.

[S. Umamaheswar.]
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The Meeting of Studyism and Professorism.

[READ ON THE OCCASION OF THR PRINCIPAL'S PARTY TO THE
STUDENTS OF CLASS IV]

Wearied mortals are creeping home from their labour.
The college boy eats with relish his supper of herbs, or hath
strolled forth into the street for 2 mouthful of air and human
news. Still knots of young mortals are left behind. What amount
of murmurings and applause! Professorism, and tutorism devel-
aping to professorism and ending in principalism are all present ;
some so young that poor mortals mistake them for studyism, very
young indeed ! O lecturers on optics and statics! Renovators of
human sciencés! Accumulators of encyclopaedic information !
Readers in Shakespeare! Why remain here ? Why have you left
your test tubes, retorts, and your nauseous fumes ? All day long
they were administrating lecturism, followed by tutorism, and
reinforced by demonstratism on innocent studyism almost choked
with dry detailism till 4 o’clock, when the bell rings ding-dong and
studyism is left at liberty. But remark meanwhile Oh, reader
and see that maenadism also has taken its place at the corner.
What can he thy office here in the midst of this sea of masculinism?

It is the day of Socialism at the Science College, and her
eldest sons are gathered in the “ nadumuttam of her * tharavadu.”
It is the conglomeration of professorism, and studyism ; of studyic
rascality raised to social formality meeting professorial gravity
mildened into paternal cordiality. Will professorism be one with
studyism and never more return to ts platforms?

But of all the white turbans and full suits, I would reecom-
mend to thee, O ye reader! that tall towering personality—driver to
the old stupendous red coach—the Science College—of oriental
origin and occidental moulding. For it is he, who has summoned
his agglomeration of studyism. For he too has natural affections,
a wife and children at home. Old students of his are still his
favourites they say—ye children of men, whence he alsp thought
it proper to entertain his collegiate children this evening, for
which love, studyism is all thankfulness. On, then, hot-blooded











































































































































































