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Editorial Notes.

With the publication of this issue, ‘The Old College’ will be
completing the second year of its existence. None will dispute
that the period of its life has been sufficiently long to -enable us
to appraise the usefulness of the journal and the place it has come

“to fill in the corporate life of the institution which has given it its

name. Looking back over what has been achieved we find that
there is much to be reasonably proud of ; but only blindness can

. be obtuse to our cbvious shortcomings in some directions and there

is always scope for regret that it had not been brighter, fuller, and
that more sustained excellence could not have been achieved.
Both the pleasure and the regret are natural and it becomes all
the more important that efforts should be made to increase the
potency of the one and reduce to a minimum’the chance for feeling
the other.

In fact, an enterprise of this kind can only be wholly
successful if it comes on the crest of a wave of passionate desire
and eager expectation. It has'been said that a good letter reflects

the spirit of him that writes and of him that receives it and that

here, as in many other enjoyments of life, we receive but what we
give, A college magazine is but the truest reflection of what is
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most significant and most charaecteristie in éollege life and need-
less to say, the fuller we make it, the richer and more har-
monious, the sweeter will be the magazine as the treasure house
of the best that the college can give us and the best that we can
give to our common nurse and mother.

* * * * 2 % # . M * &% *

Schemes of educational reconstruction are on the anvil and
and in a few years vast changes may take place altering com-
pletely the face of Southern India. The Aadhra University has
beeome an'dcc‘omp]ished fact and will, it is said, begin work
towards the end of April. A University for Tamil Nadu is not a

distant possibility. Publie opinion in the Tamil Districts has -

already expressed itself decidedly in its favour and fhough at the
last meeting of the Senate, a resolution calling upon that body to
make a comprehensive survey of this question was thrown out, the
idea has found trenchant champions and powerful supporters.
The desire for a Kerala University has already made some head-
way and though at the present moment we see no organised
striving, it is not unlikely that at any moment, forces may be set
in motion which will beat down all opposition, help mutual
adjustment of obligations and bring the scheme to a glorious fulfil-
ment.

Meanwhile the new University of Madras has not been slow
to take advantage of the inereased opportunities that the Act has
given to extend*the scope of its usefulness. New schemes of study
and research, new readerships and studentships have been
sanctioned and will soon be put into operation. An Institute for
Oriental Studies, and a laboratory for. Scientific Research are, we
should think, the two more lasting fruits of the new spirit of
expansion and reform. There has not been, however, the same
unanimity of feeling about some other branches of reform in
studies, for example, the introduction of compulsory vernacular in
the Intermediate and B. A. classes. Enthusiasts for this measure
seem to think that the support it receives is the test of one’s
patriotism and love for the distinctive culture of our moth'erla.nd.,

. There is, however, quite a body of men as sincere and as
patriotic as any others, who honestly feel that the canse of the
vernaculars will noi be substantially furthered by carrying out this
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reform and that to achieve this purpose, we require students and
scholars who will spend their life-time in pursuit of this know-
ledge, chosen high priests and intelligent critics” of the best thaf
India can give us in the shape of philosophy, art and religion.
They would even prefer that a more drastic reform is effected, that
« of making the Vernaculars the media of instruction in schools and
colleges, than that we should have recourse to these halting and
‘half-hearted steps towards the improvement of the Vernaculars of
the country. But there is one thing to be said in favour of even
this small measure of change that is sought to be introduced in
the curricula of studies. A competent knowledge of one at least
of the Vernaculars is admittedly a necessity for a University
stiﬂdeilt and it is equally an incontrovertible fact that the young
rnén who are products of the University at the present day canmot
lay claim to it. The knowledge of the Indian Vernaculars which
the students will acquire by this chzinge will not, assuredly, be
inferior to their knowledge of English Literature, which is almost
“forced down their throats by an unimaginative system and by
teachers more unimaginative. ILet us hope that the proposed
change will pave the way for a deepcr and more genuine pursuit
of Vernacular studies and will lead to a fuller and more eom-
petent seholarship than exists at present.
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To the College on the 28th College day.

(27th February 1926)

Great mother, who hast for many a splendid year
Still held the lizht of knowledgze and of Truth
Before the eyes of else misguided yocuth,

And shown the path to fam2 and virtue clear.
Bless us thy children who to-day come here

To render annual homage unto thee;

Keep usfrom petty party feeling free ;

Teach us to love thy cause devout and dear
Above all selfish wants; thine ancient name
Still to preserve with deeds of righteous fame ;
‘And when we leave your porches and your halls
Guide thou our steps to where our country calls.
Do this; and when our dear, dear Ind is free

Foremost of her institutions thou shalt be !

[Anon]
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Mile Stones. [V]
SPEECH BY MR. C. P. THOMAS.
ON THE 2YTH COLLEGE DAY.

T esteem it a great honour to have been asked to propose the
toast of our Alma mater at this happy annual Festival, when her
alumni are gathered tegether as members of one family to renew
their bonds of affection and devotion to the mother and the sense
of their union with one another, through her. So my first and
pleasant duty is to express my sincere feelings of thankfulness to
the College Day Committee for the privilege thus conferred upon
me.

As we are assembled here to-night, we are naturally remind-
ed.how,owingfto the cloud of sorrow that hung heavy over us caused
by the demise of the Royal Patron of our College for nearly 40
years, we were prevented from celebrating the College Day last
vear. We are however grateful again to bask in the sunshine of
the smile of Her Gracious Highness, the Maharani Regent, whose
regime has already shown her Royal solicitude for the progressive
development of the College.

AsIstand here to-night my first thought is about the bifurca-
tion of my old College into the Science College, and the Arts
College, As an ‘old boy' of H. H. the Maharajah’s College of old,
1 ani a bit perplexed, which College T belong to. 1 naturally
thought that only the Arts College would claim me and I should
claim connection only with that Institution. But all the fond

_ old associations of place and circumstance, draw me towards

this spot as the home of my Alma mater, where 1
received my mental nurture and culture. T feel as if the
body of my Alma mater is here, while a part of the spirit has
gone elsewhere, When I go to the Arts College, whither divine
Philsophy has found a new Howme, though the spirit is indeed
there, one finds it hard to recognize it in its present body, however
magnificent a look it presents. As I think further on this pro~
ble, I think that'the Language Course here is the legal succes-
sor of the course in my days, which establishes a partial claim for
me to this Coliege. Then, there is the circumstance, that the Uni-
versity still styles my optional Group, mental.. and moral
“Secience.” So, that gives me another ground for my elaim.

&
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Again, while Physics, Chemistry, Biology &c., deal with parti-
cular branches of knowledge only, Philosophy brings within
its purview all the knowledge of natural phenomena obtained
through the various branches of Science. To my friends, the
students of the natural 'sciences, let me say that if you stop in
your pursuit of knowledge, with the idea that H2 O is the formula
for water, that myriads of electrons make up an atom, that there
has been an evolution of plants and animals from lower to higher
organisms, or that the area of a circle is II R?, your knowledge is
incomplete from a human standpoint. From an understanding
of the phenomena of nature you cannot rest satisfied without a
philosophy based upon your knowledge of the laws of these phen-
omena, however you may choose to interpret the same. So you,
students of Science, must arrive at some Philosophy, unless you
arbitrarily check the outgoings of your mind in that direction.

Thus I have laboured to make secure my place on this platform. '

I may admit that I have my misgivings whether when the Com-
mittee invited me to speak they knew that 1 am a Philosophy
Graduate and whether atter knowing it they will econtinue to re-
cognize me as an ‘old boy' of theirs. Having identified myself
with this College, I don’t know, on the other hand, what the new
Arts College will say to me when I go there. So I must protest 1
I have come here claiming kinship without waiving my claims
for a similar kinship with the Arts College.

To one who has well enfered on the wrong side of fifty, future
prospects are not so interesting as past reminiscences. Though
such reminiscences may be only of an antiquarian interest
to you the present Buys, and the recent ‘old boys’ of the College,
they are of living interest to us the ‘old boys’ of the long past.
8o I crave your indulgence when I refer to somne of my
recollections of the past.

In my days from the First Class where we began the A B C,
in three years we came to the Lower Fourth Class, which led
to the upper Fourth, whence we stepped on to the Fifth which was
the doorway to the Matriculation Class, Dr. 'Har\'ey was then
, the Principal of the College but he was in charge of the whole
institution dawn to the First Class. One still remembers the mix-
od feelings of awe and pleasure when the big but kindly-looking

%
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Sahib, camre round occasionally to the lower classes with some
test in spelling, or correction of wrong sentences, and to make
enquiry about some truant who had attracted his attention,

Our Fifth class teacher I could never forget, he was such
a terror to his pupils that he was known among them as “@san a
Huﬂ@ﬁ" His method of punishment were peculiar. I wonder what
our modern youngsters armed with the Rule in the Edueation
(lade re corporal punishment, will think,when I say how he would
make a boy lie on his pelly and on the table and ask another boy
across the table to take hold of his hands, while the cane would
1emorselessly be applied to the buttocks of the first. Sometimes
when he was not in the mood to leave his chair, he would make
one boy slap another on the cheek or serew his ear. I was once
talking in the class with a friend who is, I believe, present here
to-night, and we were asked to go into a very big box for keeping
the things belonging to the classes and the lid was shut, so that
our cra-ving for tete-a-tete, may be gratified to the full. But, I must
add, that for all this, we were never lacking in our love
and reverence for him. Speaking of corporal punishments T re-
member how in the junior F. A. Class one of my classmates re-
ceived from the lecturer a shower of slaps on each cheek in turn
—though indeed it was a rare exception, and could be done only
by one who had such a prestige in the institution, as that lecturer
had. Even in the B. A. Class our English Professors used to test
the daily preparation of three or four students each time and re-
+ cord the result in a mark book, which went among us by the
" ominous name of Fate Book ; and one suill remembers the feelings
of the ‘boding tremblers” who came unprepared, at the sight of
that small book. .

[ would close with grateful and reverent remembrance, of the -
benign fatherly face of Dr. Harvey, the scholar and philosopher;
the 'pleasing courtesy and affable smile of Prof. La Bouchardiere
with his contageous enthusiasm for rhythm and cadence and other
beauties of English Poetry, whose pleasant and winning manners,
W6 now f:md reproduced in his worthy nephew, our popularDewan;
the keen intellect of Dr. A.C. Mitchell who did so much to develop
the institqj;ion as a College of Science; the screne. smile of the
profound Philosopher, Mr, P, Sundram Pillay; the kindly face of



8 THE OLD COLLEGHE.

Prof. Boyle with his mastery of English Literature ‘and keen
interest in Foot Ball, which game he introduced into the College
for the first time; the handsome yet dignified look of Mr. P. Iyap-
pen Pillay; the commanding tall figure of Mr. P. Ramaswamy
lyer with his never-failing enthusiasm and unflagging energy; and
the scholarship of Pandit Rama Kurup, with his unending =eries
of humorous stories and anecdotes which raised often such a roap
of laughter in the class as to compel the visit of the then young
Principal Dr, Mitchell.

After indulging in these reminiscences of the past what
strikes an old boy most is the healthy growth and development of
his Alma mater since the days when he imbibed the milk of
instruction from her breasts and lived under her discipline. The
expansion of the college by the addition of these magniﬂ-cent_
piles of new buildings and extensions, is remarkable while the
numbers have risen from below 200 to the impressive figure of
about 850 excluding the numbers now in the Arts College. The-
introduction of new courses of study in the science branches has
indeed enhanced the cultural value of the institution, and made it
more capable of meeting the increasing demand for: scientific
education in view of the recent industrial awakening in the
country. The growing enthusiasm of the students for manly
athletic sports, and their lively interest in current movements that
would appeal to the future ecitizens of the State, are features which
former generations of old boys may note with joy and pride.

It may be presumptuous on the part of one who has spent
his life in working at what may be called the foundations and
basements of our education, to speak about questions connected
with the superstructure of the grand edifice. Yet I venture to make
a few observations.

We hear very often criticisms levelled against the too
literary character of our education. But does the oriticism apply
to a Science College ? They say, yes. For, the scientific know-
ledge acquired here is only theoretical and not practical, only
general and not applied. So the cry is for more industrial and
teohnical education, which would enable our vouth, when "they
leave college to take up same remunerative work other than

\
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clerical or administrative under the Government, or private
agencies. But should we not ask ourselves, how far the attempts
already made to work industrial and agricultural schools justify
our idea of being able to remedy the present economic problem by
a change in the curricula of studies as desired by such critics ?
I am inclined to think that such industrial and technical education
can grow with advantage, only if it keeps pace with the industrial
development of the country, which depends on finding out new
spheres and avenues of work, and financing them. The history of
the universities of Birmingham and Manchester seems to show
that there was a considerable measure of commercial and indus-
trial advance before there was a call for universities of such ‘a
type.

Here one closely touches the question of the unemployment
of the educated classes. From what is said above, I mean that
we cannot readily solve this problem by turning out every year a
large number of young men able to take part in industries, agri-
cultural or otherwise. When they go out, there should be a
demand for such men. Ilse the problem will simply change its
form and not be solved. Further we must not yield to the cry for
technical education so far as to forget the great value of a general
education, whather in the humanities or the natural sciences, in
equipping men for solving great questions affecting the progress
of civilized society, and making discoveries in science, whose
‘utility may not be immediately visible. So, however much, we
may need the spread of technical education, there will be still an
: important function for our Arts and Science Colleges to fulfil.

But, I think, that the real complaint now is, that the present
system of teaching and examining, and the guantity and quality
of curricula, are such as not to equip the intellect and character of
the youth for the battle of life, but only to strengthen certain
limited powers of the mind, as the memory. The education is
merely receptive without being creative. Our young men only
learn about things—though many only get up words—but are not
able to face situations, and do things. Now, if our educationists ;
would seriously, earnestly and fearlessly set about examining
and modifying the present curricula and system of examinations,
it should be possible to evolve an improved system which would

1
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send out from our Colleges hot merely book-worms, but graduates
with an adequate mental equipment to suit their variovs callings
in life. They would leave the College, whether Arts or Science,
not merely with a greater or less amount of knowledge, but with
an enthusiasm for the pursuit of knowledge, and the capacity and
skill to acquire it more and more, so as to meet the demands on
their life—until we are able to accomplish this, our endeavours
will spell failure. We should see that less of the students’ time is
spent in getting up what others have written, but more in exer-
cising their powers of observation and judgment on what they find
in books and in nature around including human activities. We
are sometimes crying for extensive study and some times for in-
tensive study; but whether extensive or intensive, what we should
aim at is, the training of the student to use his own powers of
mind and body, and do something new, not actually taught, though

similar to what he has been taught. Now, the general feeling seems

to be that teachers are to give and students to receive; but the idea
should prevail in a College that students and teachers are met
together to achieve a common result by co-operation, in which
each side has a proper share.

I would next speak a few words on the importance of
character development in its moral and spiritual sides, in our
Colleges. In our literature, in the records’of the history of nations,
and in the study of the natural sciences revealing the wonderful
wisdom and goodness of God, the students can be well made to
get light and inspiration to acquire fine traits of character. But
this has to be well supplemented by the personal touch of the
students with their Professors. For, moral as well as intellectual
enthusiasm and devotion are roused and nurtured only by con-
tagion and inspiration, passing from personality to personality.
As our professors are expected to use their -ample leisure from
actual lecturing work and a portion of their fairly liberal emolu-
ments to facilitate opportunities of personal contact with the
students, we should not grudge them either their leisure or their
emoluments. It is to be hoped that with the opening of the new
Hostel a new system would be evolved which. would approximato
as far as possible to the tutorial system in-Oxford -and Cambridge.
1 would advocate if, even if it means additional préfeésogs, for
which higher fees are collected from a limited number whao

T IIEEE————
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desire the benefits of such a system, and can afford to pay for
the same. Until we do this we shall not be able to give the
highest equipment to the best of our students, whereby only,
we can get leaders of society and statesmen for our needs, from
our own countrymen.

I 'wish to speak a few words on the place given to the
vernaculars and our classical language Sanskrit in our system
of eduzation. I would only emphasise the study of Sanskrit in
its relation to its*help in securing proficiency in the vernacular.
I believe it is a beneficient reform now accepted by the Senate,
though not, sanotioned by the Government of Madras, that as
in my days, the study of a vernacular is to be made compulsory
for the Intermediate and degree Examinations.

Besides the cultural value of the study of ancient vernacular
literature and its importance in the development of our youth on
really national lines, it has great value in the matter of spreading
education indirectly among the masses. Now it iz a pitiable
spectacle to see most of our graduates guite unable to put two
senteunces togethei‘ in their vernacular before an ordinary mofussil
audience. With such an equipment how can they be the channels
to convey right ideas to the masses, about the world and our life
in it, which they have acquired from their education? In the
absence of such a means, will it be possible to give the mass of the
people such useful knowledge, through: English Education ? Surely
not. Hence the importance of our graduates and undergraduates,
acquiring a fair amount of proficiency in the vernaculars. If we
are to bring our national culture up-to-date, those who are equipped
with western knowledge, should be in a position also to critically
examine and find the excellences and defects of the ideas accepted
by our forefathers as revealed in their ancient literature.” As time :
presses, I would bring these observations to a close.

These walls within which we first saw the beauties of
Shakespeare and Milton, Wordsworth, and Tennyson, and were
inspired by their noble thoughts and sentiments, within which
our eyes were first opened to the wonderful phenomena of nature,
within and around which we formed and enjoyed such comrade-
ships in play and study, will for ever, through many a tond
association of place and circumstance, be clear and sacred to the
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old boys of this College. May the claims of this College be filled
ever by a succession of Professors not only reputed for their
eminent scholarship in their branches of knowledge, but also
esteemed and loved by the students as their wise and loving guides,
enlightening and inspiring them along the path of life. May this
College continue to send forth from within its walls, year after
year an array of young men and women holding forth the torch
of knowledge lighted from the lamps shining here, well equipped
for the battle of life, able and willing to serve their country and
generation.

With these words, I propose the Toast of our beloved Aima
mater with all enthusiasm, wishing her all prosperity, and couple if
with the name of Principal Chandrasekharan.
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Song.

R ]

I come bathed from the springs of pure Romance,
The cool zephyr’s current in my. blood ;

The scent of a thousand flowers fills my lungs,
T stand fresh as the foam of the sea.

I dance like the depending tendril in the morning air,
Tendril-like round Nature I wind and wind ;

Like a vein of delight T run through her body,
Listening close to the whispers of Her heart.

T make a float of a moon-beam, with a foam-fleck for sail,
A fairy for helmsman cooing on her horn';

T launeh in the lush-cool sea of a baby’s dreams,
And the winds of fancy blow me on.

[S. Umamaheswar.]
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The Meeting of Studyism and Professorism.

[READ ON THE OCCASION OF THR PRINCIPAL'S PARTY TO THE
STUDENTS OF CLASS IV]

Wearied mortals are creeping home from their labour.
The college boy eats with relish his supper of herbs, or hath
strolled forth into the street for 2 mouthful of air and human
news. Still knots of young mortals are left behind. What amount
of murmurings and applause! Professorism, and tutorism devel-
aping to professorism and ending in principalism are all present ;
some so young that poor mortals mistake them for studyism, very
young indeed ! O lecturers on optics and statics! Renovators of
human sciencés! Accumulators of encyclopaedic information !
Readers in Shakespeare! Why remain here ? Why have you left
your test tubes, retorts, and your nauseous fumes ? All day long
they were administrating lecturism, followed by tutorism, and
reinforced by demonstratism on innocent studyism almost choked
with dry detailism till 4 o’clock, when the bell rings ding-dong and
studyism is left at liberty. But remark meanwhile Oh, reader
and see that maenadism also has taken its place at the corner.
What can he thy office here in the midst of this sea of masculinism?

It is the day of Socialism at the Science College, and her
eldest sons are gathered in the “ nadumuttam of her * tharavadu.”
It is the conglomeration of professorism, and studyism ; of studyic
rascality raised to social formality meeting professorial gravity
mildened into paternal cordiality. Will professorism be one with
studyism and never more return to ts platforms?

But of all the white turbans and full suits, I would reecom-
mend to thee, O ye reader! that tall towering personality—driver to
the old stupendous red coach—the Science College—of oriental
origin and occidental moulding. For it is he, who has summoned
his agglomeration of studyism. For he too has natural affections,
a wife and children at home. Old students of his are still his
favourites they say—ye children of men, whence he alsp thought
it proper to entertain his collegiate children this evening, for
which love, studyism is all thankfulness. On, then, hot-blooded



THE OLD COLLEGE. 15

‘studyism, and roar with all your throats, ye sons of liberty, for
principalism is at home to you to-day.

But why, ye white turbans and full suits, what is your office
here? Ah! children of men! they too were once students, cram-
med and gnawed and got distinctions, stamped and howled and
got extinctions from  classes. Of such stuff is studiocracy com-
ﬁ‘cf)‘éed. Now they feel their old days of liberty again. But so
much wood-work remains idertical, so much else is not identieal.

Hapless studyism, ye are getting now towards port!
Delightful farings and voyages draw to a close. What duty
remains to you henceforth is that of placidly cramming formula,
for the filtering process of April 7th, 1926. Whenee oh ye dis-
tinguished driver to the old coach! Slacken thy speed so that
ripened studyism may get out of thy coach and shift for itself.

CARLYLISM.*

*Bpiron:— Mr. C. V. Chandrasekharan the Ag. Principal end the
‘host of the evening, awarded a prize to the author for this oration:
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The College day.

The first College day since the bifurcation, and the twenty-
seventh in the history of the Old College, was celebrated with. y
more than usual elect on Saturday the 27th Feb. 1926. The tunc-
tion was unique in the tremendous enthusiasm which it evoked in
the boye old and young, who assembled within the portals of their
alma mater, on a day when old and dear memories revive. It was
an unqualified success, as all who assembled will heartly testify,
and the credit goes to the untiring zeal of the secretaries Mr. K.
Sankara Pillay and Mr. N. Raghavaiyar, and the College day
Committee.

The science exhibition which formed part of this year'’s
celebrations, was very popular. For the sake of convenience it
was held on the day previous, and was opened by Mr. J. Stephen-
son the Director of Public Instruction. For the first time the
mysteries of physical and chemical experiments which only the
initiated were allowed to see and understand, were revealed to
the public. 1t was a pleasing sight to see the ladies and gentle-
men of the town, walking freely about our laboratories and ex-
amining curious optical or electrical instruments or listening to a
nervous student who was explaining how an electric motor work-
ed, or a plate in musical vibration caused curious geometric figures
to form. The Botanic and Zoological exhibitions also attracted
interest. Here the visitor viewed strange creatures of the deep,
anemones and Jelly fish, curiously convoluted shells and many
animals and plants of land and water. The exhibition was well
prepared, and the professors, staff and students of the various
departments were responsible for the success it achieved.

The elocution competitions formed also a new feature which
enhanced the interest of the day. It was held on Friday evening,
and continued on Saturday morning. Prizes were awarded to the
best speaker in English and Malayalam in each ciass. Prominent
men in the locality were invited to be judges, and not only did
they accept the invitation. but some of them awarded prizes of
their own,

On Saturday the day’s programme began early v?ith__games.
Tennis was the chief game played, and a number of teams from

[
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‘the college took active part. The winners were given cups and
medals as prizes,

The old boys were as' enthusiasti¢ over the ‘amusement’s
as the young. Some of them were shy at first. but the ‘young’
would not be denied, and we had an agreeable time when a grey-
haired old boy and a high official sang comic Malayalam songs,
and Mr. Malloor gave us an English ditty. Some of the dons also
attempted songs and mimicry, and they ‘amused’ both when they
succeeded and failed. Indeed there was more than one sly sheep

who wished that some of the shepherds were always ‘like that”
instead of being *

E The feasts were held in a large and sumptuous scale. More -
than a thousand both from in and outside the college had subscri-
bed and as large a number took part in the breakfast. Thke re-
freshments - in the evening, also gave an equal degree of satis-
faction.

Sports followed in the evening, and a large number of guests.
gentlemen with a fair sprinkling of ladies witnessed them. Sack
melee, sack race, the long Jump, high Jump, the hurdle race and
obstacle race followed in their usual course, and Mr. Eapen, Mr.
Kumara Pillay, Mr. K. P. Sreedharan Nair and others distinguished
themselves and received suitable prizes.

This year’s college day was nﬁarked by a number of success-
ful and effective departures from the Mamool and one of the chief
among them was the public meeting being held in the quadrangle
instead of in the Jubilee Town Hall. In time honoured days, the
seekers after knowledge were few and the Town hall was found
sufficient to accomodate both the students and ﬁ'he'public. But of
late the coliege strength has outgrown the capacity of the Town
hall and when an immense number of Student;s and guests were
packed in the Town Hall, discontent was the result. This year
owing to a happy idea the one open side of the College Quadrangle
was closed with appropriate screens and converted into a stage,
and platform, while the old Quadrangle itself became a huge am-
phitheatre with balconies on three sides to accomodate rtestless
students, and the centre well furnished with chairs and forms,

for guests. There was a large gathering of old boys, and the
elite of the town, including ladies.

L 2

* Censored hy the Editor,

R =~
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Mr. M. Raja Raja Varma Avl, Retired Commissioner of
Devaswoms presided. In wellchosen words, he lamented the
death of the late Maha Raja Sri Mulam Thirunal, and proposed the
toast to the first lady in the land, Her Highness the Maha Rani
Regent, and the young Maha Rajah.

Mr. C. P. Thomas, M. L.C., who was the speaker of the
evening, read out a beautiful speech. He recalled scimme of the
memories of his days as a student in the Old College at the feet
of the great scholar Prof. Sundaram Pillay. He paid a warm
tribute to the Natural Sciences and the study of them, Philosophy
and the Moral Sciences being his own optional subjects in College.
He emphasised the need for a reflective and philosophical frame
of mind in students. He.dwelt upon the pressing question of
unemploy ment i i N sl e

The Principal in an apt reply thanked the guests of the
evening for their enthusiasm in responding to the invitation and
the sympathy they had shewn in all the activities of the 'College.
He reviewed the achievement of the College in the last two years
both in the play ground and in the fields of learning. The figures
which he gave shewing the unprecedented number of subseribers
and participants on the College Day of this year came as an
agreeable surprise. He finally pleaded for a more generous and
active sympathy of the old boys, for the Old College.

Mr. C. P. Sankara Pillay the College Day student speaker
who has won laurels on the platforms of the College debating society
now came forward and proposed the tyast to the old boys, which
was replied to by Dr. Kunjan Pillay, a distinguished old boy. Dr.
Kunjan Pillay’s, reply was characterised by vigour and wit.

Prizes were then distributed to the winners in the various
competitions and the audience were kept amused by a fancy
dress competition got up for the evening. An original youth who
featured the ‘Evil one’ got the first prize, a.mld the laughter of
all present.

The last item of the day was a Malayalam farce, an adap-
tation from the French Dramatist Moliere, and the achng was a
splendid success. There has never been they say, since the inau-
guration of the College Pay, ‘such fine acting shown during any
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of the College festivals and there are people who go further and
believe, that it beats all reco;‘d of amateur acting in Trivandrum.
Four of the best actors were awarded prizes, two by the CollegeDay
committee and two by the Principal. But it does not mean, that
only these four deserved prizes, not any other. The actual prize-
winners were K. Krishnan Nair for the part of Karanavan, A. R.
Gopala Nair for Nanu the intriguingparasite, K. Sankara Pillai for
the clever servant, V. R. Parameswaran Nairfor Janu the servant
maid. But two others, also the Quack Doctor or the Asan parti-
cularly, deserve mention and were uniformly applauded for the
successful acting of their respective parts.

~
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The Speech of thez President
Mr.M. RajaRaja Varma,

ON THE OCCASION OF THE COLLEGE DAY GATHERING.
2(—2—"26

FRIENDS AND COMRADES,

You have bestowed upon me the highest honor in your gift
and I accept it with loyalty and thankfulness to the Brotherhood
of the past and present students of the College to which T owe my
all. Here at least we are above distance-pollution and untoucha-
bility, and may I say clannish parochialism ? T speak rather hal-
tingly as the demon of communalism occasionally peeps into the
sacred temple of learning. The fissiparous tendency of modern
social evolution is doing Satyagraha at every door and unless we
combat its entry by constant vigilence and mutual goodwill, we
shall lose the cherished heritage which several generations have
generously built and handed down to us in trust. Some of my
friends have recently raised a reasonable suspicion whether the
spirit of separation has not already split us asunder, whether the
sciences, the humanities and the law which had found here a
common Tarwad home have by setting up new homes not left us
alone, and whether any branch of the family can claim that respect
and esteem which were once our common possession, When a
Tarwad has outgrown its home, it is more than natural that its
members in opulence should build new houses for convenience;
separate residence gradually leads to separation of interests, and
unless controlled by a wise and common head, the members are
bound to stray away and lose sight of their common brotherhood,
A reunion voluntarily effected is at best no substitute for co-
parcenarship and the bond would break at the slightest strain.
The limbs should form the members of one living body to function
in unison. I say aliving body advisedly, as our University has
become too old to wield any effectual control and we are suffering
from all the ills of absentee Karanavanship. The orgamﬁdhon of
a local University has become imperative at least to brmg to-
gether the disjointed members and work for a common cause, For
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all the blessings which education has wrought us, we are indebted
to the generosity and the high statemanship of our illustrious
Sovereigns, and would it not be in the fitness of things for us to
hope that the reign of Her Highness the Maha Rani Regent will
be commemorated by the inauguration of a Travancore University
a crowning gift from the most gifted lady of the land ?

Loyalty to the throne is the lullaby which has snothed us
from our cradle. It is redundant to repeat it at every turn.
However a reminder of a most sacred duty often times becomes
necessary lest its significance is lost sight of in the hwry and
bustle of life’s battle. In anage of criticism when the validity of
even the first principles is questioned the need for searching our
hearts iy all the greater. When irresponsible ecriticism is under-
mining the foundations of the social fabric, when respect and
obedience to tradition and authority is at a discount, and when self-
interest reigns supreme over benévolent instincts, loyalty to the
person of the Smfereign is the sole tie which binds us together.
The needless importation of foreign ideals and vague aspirations
changes the destiny of any land and in the troubled waters of the
consequent evolutioh, the only light which guides us to safety is
our loyalty toc the personand throne of the Sovereign. Let us not
dim that light by besmearing the glasses.

Students and politics is anathema to some. Could any in-
telligent human being shut his eyes to what goes around ? And
what is polities but a collective expression of current events and
their bearings upon society ? Willy-nilly, each oneis bound to
look at them from the standpoint of his vision,  and the students
are no exception. There are, howéver, diverse ways of looking at
them. To the unthinking they may appear as disconnected
spasmodic actions of individuals with a motive behind, more or
lessselfish and in keeping with the spirit of the onlooker. The
thinking mind would see their deeper significance and their innate
correlation, bereft of all personal equation and happening in the
irresistible sequence of cause and effect. This is the detached
and academical view of any event, big or small, and that is
the view which every real student is expected to take. To
descend to personaltities and appraise the value of actions and
events by that sta{ndard are not worthy of either the self respect of
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the student or the decency of a journalist. Decent criticism can-
not arise from personal vituperation, is a lesson which we have to
learn both in public and private dealings. No human being is
ahove fault and fault-finding is no real criticism. On the other
hand, an appreciation of the good points only ignoring the defects
could amount to criticism. I once asked my old revered uncle,
the late lamented scholar Kerala Varma Valia Koil Tampuran,
why he invariably gave an appreciative certificate to all composi-
tions submitted to him notwithstanding their variety of quality
and worth, and whether he was not doing harm to the mother
tongue by this indiseriminate laudation. He wisely replied,
“ True my child. But don’t you think that I should be doing a
greater harm to the progress of Malayalam were I to bring ta
light all the faults and give little credit to the authors ? My duty
is to appreciate the little excellence that 1 find in the compositions
submitted to me and that will remove the defects in due course,”
I commend this noble counsel to you.

Sir Frederick Whyte in his recent brochure has prophesied
that in the onward march of India towatds responsible Govern-
ment under the British Crown, the LIndian States which already
enjoy a large measure of autonomy are bound to play an important
part. The destiny of any State depends on the unity, sobriety and
patriotism of its educated citizens, and we, who are proud of our
ancient land, who have already reached the vanguard of
education and modern civilisation, are bound to show to our bre-
thren outside by our loyalty and responsible co-operation, that we
are the worthy successors of the champions who built up in days
gone by, this beautiful little country under the guidance of Sri
Padmanabha and His Royal servants, our illustrious Sovereigns.

With these words I propose for your unanimous acceptance
the toast of His Highness the Maha Raja and Her Highness the
Maha Rani Regent and couple with it the names of all the other
members of the Royal family.
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““The Principal’s Speech.”’

Mr. R. Krishnaswami Iyer whom we all miss very much at
this meeting went on leave in December last and I ain performing
the duties of the Principal. One of these duties is to make a
speech in response to the toast which has just been proposed in
the most eloquent terms by my esteemed friend, Mr. C. P. Thomas.
I am so fatigued after the day’s work that I would much rather
receive the toast with a deep bow and a profound Namaskaram to
Mr. Thomas and resume my seat. But tradition is masterful in her
tyranny and in matters of this kind I am her willing slave. The
tradition of the College Day goes back to 1897 when the first at-
tempt—a kind of rehearsal—was made. Dr. Mitchell describes
this attempt in the following words :(—

“It may have been noticed that many educational institu-
tions in Southern India have of recent years had a gathering
annually of present and former students to which the name of a
“Oollege Day” has been given. If I mistake not, the Madras
Christian College led the way in the institution of such a func-
tion. With us, such gatherings have not as yet become a recog-
nised institution, but I am glad to say we have made a beginning
in this direction. In the early months of this year, the students
and the college staff met ,_for an afternoon’s entertainment at
Velee Lake. Although no speeches were made and no toasts

were proposed we had plenty of amusement in the shape of boat ..

races, and what fun was lost by the lack of speeches and toasts

was possibly compensated by the spectacle of two Professors of
the College floundering in the back-water, a third photographing
the whole scene, while a fourth Professor was content to survey
operations generally from a safe position on terra firma. Such

meetings, 1 think, do much good and so far as is possible [ shall

always be ready to encourage them.”

For my part I feel more inclined to flounder in water at the
present moment than to make a speech. After this first plunge
in 1897, came the first authentic College Day celebration in 1898,
‘ and it is interesting to note that on that occasion a roll of dist-
inguished graduates of the College was read at the public meeting.
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The College Day was celebrated regularly from 1898-1924

and with your permission [ will read the names of the presidents
of the successive years.

1
z
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10
11

12.

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
2%
25
26

A. Govinda Pillai, Esq., B.A., B.L., F.M.U. (Dewan Bahadur)
T. Raja Rama Rao, Ksq.

V. Nagamiah, Esq. B. A., F.R. Hist. S. (Dewan Bahadur)
S. Shungarasubba Aivar, Esq. F. M. U;, C.I E,,

S. Padmanabha Aiyar, Esq. M. A. (Dewan Bahadur)

M. LaBouchardiere, Esq. M. A.,

M. K. Ramachandra Row, HEsq. B. A., B. L.

N. Subramonia Aiyar, Esq. M. A, M.B. & O. M.

K. K.Kuruvilla, Esq. B. C. E.

A. J. Vieyra, Esq. B. A.

P. Ramakrishna Aiyar, Esq. B. A.

R. Mahadeva Aiyar, Esq. M. A. (Rao Bahadur)

K. G. Sesha Aiyar, Esq. B. A, B. L.

C. V. Raman Pillai, Esq. B. A., B. L.

R. Veeraraghava Aiyangar, Esq. B. A., B.L. (Rao Bahadur)
A. R. Raja Raja Varma, Esq. M. A., M. R. A, 8.

S. Padmanabha Airar, Esq. B. A.

R. Easwara Pillai, Esq. B. A.

K. Narayan Menon, Esq. B. A,, B. L.

P. Raman Tampi, Esq. B. A., M. L.

A. M. Muthunayagam Pillai, Esq. B.A., B.L.. (RaoBahadur)
E. J. John, Esq. B. A, B. L.

T. Lakshmana Pillai, Esq. B. A.

K. Venkiteswara Aiyar. Esq. B. A., L. T.

Dewan Bahadur A. Govinda Pillai, Esq. B. A., B. L. .

M. V. Subramonia Aiyar, Esq. B. A.

It was not celebrated in 1925 on account of the demise of

that great ruler and true friend of eluvcation, Sri Mulam Thirunal
the late Maharajah. Then came the bifurcation of 1924 which
mutilated the Old College but the college, now called the College
of Science has proved itself to be a living organism and not a mere
administrative contraption. Men may go and departments may
go, you may even change her mame, but she goes on for ever.
It is true that the College Day during recent years ceased to at-
tract as much interégj;.or arouse as much enthusiasm ae it did in






Sports in the College Grounds.

Four of the distinguished guests taking refreshments.
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the earlier past. But all that seems to have changed this year
and the bifurcation seems to have acted as a kind of rejuvenating
operation—an expensive operation I must admit—on whaft ap-
peared to be a decaying institution. The College Day is alive
and kicking—more vigorously than ever. ‘In spite of the little
trouble that we had when we were arranging the preliminaries—
which was needlessly given prominence to. in one or two news-
papers which I do not wish to characterise—the enthusiasm and
zest for the celebration was very much keener than it had ever been
in my experience. I will give youa few figures. About 95% of the
students, about 850 in number, all in fact except the very poorest
subseribed and subsecribed liberally. About 300 0ld boys subgcribed
and their subscription amounts to about Rs. 400. The staff of the
college also subscribed much more than in the past. The total
subseriptions come to about Rs. 1200, and of this amount about
Rs. 400 have been already collected, which is a higher proportion
of actual collections before the celebration, than was usual in the
past. I can assure you and especially the students assembled
here, that the rest of the amount will also be collected by various
expedients, well-known to Prineipals of Colleges.

Another noteworthy feature of this year’s celebration is the
Qeience Exhibition which has been conducted, I believe with much
success, by the College Seience Association. The exhibition was
opened by Mr. Stephenson the Director of Public Instruction yes-
terday morning and it was a pleasing sight to me, to see old boys
walking about at their ease and enjoying themselves. The exhi- ;
bition had an incidental advantage in that it gave the old boys an
opportunity to see with their own eyes the changes and develop-
ments that have come over the eollege.” In. the name of the
college, I wish to express my warmest thanks to the Science Asso-
ciation and especially to the Science Professors and staff and .
volunteers, for the trouble they have taken in making the arrange-
ments. :

It is usual for the Principal in replying to this toast to make’
a brief survey of the work and activities of the college durmg the
last year. (I will make it very brief 1ndeed) Our Umvermty results
for the last year were on the whole very satisfactory. The per-
centages of full passes in the Intermediate and theB. A., were high
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and we got a decent share of first classes in the Intermediate.
One student took his degree with a first class in Chemistry—Mr.
Venkatachalam—he is with us now as demonstrator—and he is the
only first class we have had in this subject, since Dr. Kunjan Pillai
took the first rank in the I class in 1902. The paucity of I class
in the B. A. has been a depressingly striking feature in recent
vears. This is partly due to the fact that while the standard for
the pass has been lowered, the standard for the I class has been
insensibly raised in recent years, and partly also to the tact that
with the large increase in numbers and in our swollen class rooms,
it is practically impossible to give any kind of individual or spe-
cial attention to the best type of students.

Two new branches of study have been opened since the last
College Day—the Mathematics Honours course and the Botany-
Zoology course for the B. A. The latter is worthy of more than
passing notice. It is well-known that Botany is a very appropri-
ate subject for study in Travancore, which has been called a tropi-
cal garden. The study of Botany is of immense practical importance
in the development of agriculture. We are sending our first batch
of Botany students for the B. A. Examinatiou this yvear. Let us
hope, that among the Botany graduates of this year will be found
men, whoe will prove to be the pioneers of agricultural development
in Travancore.

Coming to the athletic activities of the college, T have to
note that the Football events during the years were characterised
more by persistence than success. We lost our matches against
the Kottayam College, both at Kottayam, and recently here in the
presence of H. H. The Maharajah. The causes of our failure are
obvious. We have no good ground and we have no “soccer blue”
as Kottayam has in Mr. Squire, to give the proper training to our
teams. In the match played at the Parade ground against the
Kottayam tean, it was the general opinion that our team, though
it had individually good players, did not display that organisation
and combination in which the Kottayam team excelled. I must
also say*that more regularity and punctuality in attendance, on
the football ground, on the part of the members of the ciub is to be
desired. I should like however, to congratulate Mr. R. Gopala:n
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Nair and Thomas Mathew on their work as Captain and Secretary
of the Football Club during the year.

In tennis, we were not able to produce any giants this year.
Our teams fared badly in the Sri Mulam Tournament. It is how-
ever gratifyinz to note that we have more than 100 students
playing tennis this year and the number of courts has been in-
creased to 6. In fact we seem to be working on Chesterton’s
principle, that it is better for a country that as many as possible
played games, than that one or two became champions.

Coming to Volley Ball and Badminton, I can report with a
sigh of relief that we won the Sri Mulam Tournament in both the
games this year. Let me congratulate the Captain of the Volley
Ball Club and the Secretary of the Badminton Club on the
victory. .

In the Sri Mulam Sports we won the prizes for High Jump,
Pole Jump and the Tug-of-war. The Gymnasium is working
fairly well and there are about 60 students practising regularly.

The Debating Society woke up from its slumber and dis-
played vigorous activity during the gear. The Secretary Kesava
Pillai deserves to be congratulated on the success of the work of
the society.

An elocution competition was held in English and Mala-
valam in connection with the College Day celebration and prizes

were won by 1. P. Sreedharan Pillai Class IV
2. George P. Samuel & ATk
3. K. Madhavan Nair s
4. M. P. Alexander @ I

Rs. 5 each.

Malayalam
1. O. Varkey Class II1...Rs. 5.
9. N. Neelakanta Pillai, Class I. 1I prize, Rs. 3, ‘
T wish to thank the judges Mr. A. Venkata Row, Miss. Joyce
Gomez and Mr. Mallor Govinda Pillai for the prizes which they
. kindly offered, in addition to the prizes awarded by the College Day
Commiittee.

The Chemistry Association and the Natural Science Asso-
ciation have been working well. I must not forget to mention the
Spinning Club, a voluntary association formed by some students of
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the college to practise spinning. They held a competition and Mr.
Changanachery Parameswaran Pillai was kind enough to distri-
bute the prizes.

I will not make any long reference to the Magazine as the
student speaker is going to refer to it. I will only say that about
250 old hoys are “receiving” the Magazine.

Before I close, let me entreat the old boys to make a stre-
nuous effort to organise a permanent “Old Boys Association.” The
College Day Committee has passed a resolution accepting this
proposal. It is very necessary to form a permanent organisation
of this kind, to enable the college to keep in touch with its past
students. We do not wish to elaim as “Old Boys” those who feel
that their allegiance is divided, or those who feel that they belong
to the Arts College. I propose in the near future to convene a
meeting of the Old Boys, and I should be greatly obliged if the old
boys who are present here will attend that Meeting, and give us the
benefit of their advice as to what we should do.

Let me thank once again Mr. C. P. Thomas for his readi-
ness in accepting our invitation, and for all the kind things which

he has said about the college. Mr. . P. Thomas is not only one
of our oldest boys, but an educationist who has devoted his

lifetime to the cause of teaching. I consider it fortunate that we
have been able to secure him as one of our speakers this evening,

and I thank him once again very warmly for his eloquent speech,
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Francis Thompson.

Francis Thompson was preeminently a Mystic. In an age
when Matthew Arnold’s

“ What was before us we know not,
And we know not what shall succeed,”’and Tennyson’s
versification of the well-known problem

“Who will riddle me the How and the What ?

Who will riddle me the What and the Why ?” were
full expressions of the popular ignorance and aversion to matters
surpassing the intellectual purview, there came forth a mystic poet,
proclaiming in golden verse, his belief in the reality of what can be

'_perceived, only by a super-rational power. Indeed, it is- a wonder
that in spite of the constant tossing on the extremely rough
waves of fortune, and the bare pittance which the ‘stony-hearted’
London of the eighties of the last century could offer an unre-
cognised son of the muses, Thompson kept alive the flame of his
poetry, and the faith in the God who could be approached with a
son’s love. As his biographer beautifully put it ‘ His spirit rose
from the penal waters fresh as Bolticelli’'s Venus’. The bitter ex-
perience only strengthened his genius and enlarged his heart.

Like all myétics Thompson believed in the fact that. God
was everywhere visible. We could see Him if we had but the
proper disposition. Heaven is around us and God is within us.

“From sky to sod,
The world’s unfolded blossom smells of God.”

We get almost a full expression of this idea in his short
poem. ‘‘The Kingdom of God.”
“ O world invisible we view thee,
O world intangible we touch thee,

O world unknowable we know thee,

Inapprehensible we clutch thee.
* * *® * s

‘Tis ye, 'tis your estranged faces
That miss the many-splendoured king

Yea, in the night, my soul, my daughter
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Cry,—Clinging Heaven by the hems;
And lo, Christ walking on the water
Not of Gennesareth, but Thames.”

To such a genius the One-ness of all things is a very natural
thought. Everything is full of God. Everything is a revelation
of God. Hence all things are closely linked together.. The song
of the maiden in ‘ The Mistress of Vision’ is suffused with this
thought.

“All things by immortal power,
Near or far,

Hiddenly

To each other linked are,

That thou eanst not stir a flower,
Without troubling a star.”’

The relation between the individual soul and God is the
chief concern of the mystic, and this is harped  upon at length in
the dramatic sequence of poems brought under the title ‘A Narrow
Vessel." The poet himself says, that in these poems he wants ta -
indicate the overabundance of God’s love and man's inability to
respond to it. This is treated under the guise of ‘primitive girl
nature' which is not able to respond to ‘a love beyond its cap-
acities." A fuller expression of this occurs in ‘Love and the
Child,, The child refuses to be loved and clasped and kissed.

“T will but be loved now and then
When it liketh me

3 3k 3* *
‘To the tender God I turn ;—
“Pardon, Love most High !
For I think those arms were even Thine
And that child even I1.”

In this poem we have in fact the embryonic expression ot
the idea dealt with at great length in ‘The Hound of Heaven.’ The
tremendous lover who pursues him “ Adown Titanic glooms of
chasnid fears” and along “The long Savannahs of the blue” is the
‘Love most High” of Love and the Child. The eludirg beloved
who "wist not to evade as love wist to pursue,’ at last, fails-in the
race to escape Him. But the bgloved is comforted, and in its
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failure lay the success, His hand was stretched caressingly and
the words of love fell upon her ears:—

‘ Ah, fondest, blindest, weakest,
I am He whom thou seekest!
Thou dravest love from Thee who dravest me.’

Thompson is at one with all mystics in the conception of
God as a source of burning intense love which the individual
soul cannot fully receive nor respond to. Referring to his mystic
experiences Maharshi Devendranath Tagore says :—" 1 was satis-
fied with getting so much ; but He was not satisfied with giving so
little.” The ‘Gitanjali’ gives expression to the.same idea under
various figures. Indeed, the language of the mysties is a more
universal one than any other language. Irrespective of nationality
or time, they come to the same knowledge through the same
emotional experience, and they give expression to:them in almost
identical terms.

Though at the final stage the mystic mood may be the
same, and the realisation of the Deity almost identical in its
nature in all mystics, yet, the steps by which they ascend to the
final stage may be different in different souls. A poet like
Wordsworth may rise to the realisation of the supreme spirit with-

out the help of an intermediate religon, coming in between him
and the Godhead.

‘That blessed mood
In which the burthen of this mystery’

was lightened, was brought on by the influence of nature
on a reeeptive mind. In the autobiography of Maharshi Deven-
dranath Tagore, we get constant reference to the influence of
nature, and of the Upanishads and the Vedas. When he was first
awakened to joy at Nimtola Ghat the influence of both was
significantly present., It was night. The full Moon had risen. .A
burning ghat was hard by. The sound of singing was gently borne
to him on the night wind— Will such a day ever come, thaf while
uttering the name of Hari, life will leave me?’ Then, says he:—
“my mind was awakened to a joy unfelt before.” In the case of
Thompson as in the case of St. Tgresa, the influence is chiefly the
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Catholic religion. The mysteries, the dogmas, and the symbols of
the Catholic Church constantly appear in his poems.

Hence his peculiar, and almost original, attitude towards
nature. True, he recognises the life in Nature. “Few seem to
realise that she is alive, has almost as many ways as a woman and
is to be lived with,fnot merely looked at,” so wrote he to a friend.
We get a full expression of his view with regard to nature in the

essay "‘Nature’s Immortality.” Unlike Wordsworth, he thinks that
a drawing near to God is the first necessary step for understan-

ding Nature. “Nature from Alp to Alpine flower,” is nothing but
divine thought taking flesh. With something of Platoni¢ remi-
niscence he says that an ideal wakes in the Omnipotent Painter,

’

and the nature we see is the expression of this ideal just as a
painting is the objective reproduction of an ideal which arises in
the painter’s mind. Hence his exclamation—an exclamation
which may seem rather strange in the light of Wordsworth and
Shelley. “I do not believe that nature has a heart; and I suspect
that like many another beauty,she has been credited with a heart
because of her face.” He inclines to the view that Coleridge
was nearer the truth when he said:—

“0O Lady! we receive but what we give,

And in our life alone does nature live,
Ours is her wedding garment, ours her shroud.”

In the essay on the ‘Immortality of Nature’ he says:—
* Absolute nature lives not in our life, nor yet is lifeless, but lives
in the life of God. She is God’s daughter who stretches her hand
only to her father’s friends.” We must draw near to God to
understand nature. He is the avenue through which we can go to
her. Wordsworth kas evidently the reverse order. He would go
through Nature to the God immanent in Nature. To dogmatise
on the correctness of the one or the other procedure is needless.
The mystic poets are the best authority for what they say. It is
instrl.lchive in this much. It reminds us of the fact that Francis
Thompson did not need Nature as an intermediary in his mystic
union with God. A revealed religion did for him what Nature did
for Wordsworth. ' :
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’

A lite of disappointment and sorrow, and a genius early
enslaved to opium but characterised by the highest imagination
enabled him to produce some things which the world will not
easily let die. What might have dulled or led on to suicide

another genius, only whetted his imagination. Lying over an
empty stomach on the Thames embankment at night, with nothing

over head but the skies, he thought not of putting a sudden stop to
a miserable life, but of ‘the abashless inquisition of each star.
The author of ‘The Hound of Heaven’ stands in the front. rank of
English poets for power of imagination. There is no exaggeration
in the lines of Alfred Noyes on the death of Thompson.

“ Beyond the sapphire height

Flew the gold winged feet
Beautiful pierced with pain,

Sweet, sweet and threefold sweet.”

T CoM
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Make me a bower of quiet cool jasmines
Beside a pool of lotuses dear ;
Let champaks and roses blow round and about me
Morning and evening shall dance round my
[grove.

The seasons shall come in their happy turn
And give me their messages each by each;
While I love that lone flower 1n the corner of my

[garden
Where I spend my hife’s closing hours.

Nay, Time shall not kidnap me embowered in bliss
I will hide from his search, benested here.
This is the cottage of my spirit. Here I work
With the dreams that make all other dreams
[true.

S. Umamaheswar.
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From a College Window.

“ The Editors will be glad to receive information on subjects

of topical interest for inclusion in these columns.”

There are terms and terms, but freaks like the last term come
once only in the proverbial blue moon. Statisticians may attempt
to tabulate the number of days in the term, the number of working
days and the number of days on which work was actually done,
but we are convinced that the last would be a negative quantity.
The Senior B. A. and the Senior Intermediate students felt the
pinch on account of this and had to sit through long and hurried
extras so that their courses could be completed. They will have
-already gone through the mill and know best the examination-
value of these lectures, but a passing reference to their social acti-
vities would not be out®of place.

Occasionally we meet some O. Bs. who in their anxiety to
secure a prominent place in the history of theCollege, claim that
the habit of ‘Socialising’ was started by them. There is a difference
of a score of years between the ages of some of the claimants for
this honour and we find it difficult to reconcile how they could
have all been pioneers, but that is beside the point. Further,
there is an unwritten law of the world that a charitable latitude
should be allowed in all reminisecences—especially of old days at
school or college. Once again this is beside the point. We wish
from our heart of hearts that this habit had remained undeveloped.

There should be a society for Prevention of Cruelty to Pro-
fessors which should be empowered to issue licenses for socials
and to control the provender. Till such a society comes into
being why should not the Principal act in self-defence. The stu-
dents cannot realise what these gatherings mean to their teachers.
They have a social only once in a way and we are willing to be-
lieve that they enjoy it, but the same members of the staff have to
go the round from day to day. Itis hard on them that they should
have to sing the same song over and over again or [isten to the
same magic performance night after night. We use the word,
listen advisedly because there is seldom magic to beseen, the lack
of it being made up by the verbose protestations and apologies of
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the magician. On some occasions, the magicians meet with scant
courtesy and we feel sorry for them because their intentions are
laudable, but in socials one should seek the limelight with a little
more stock-in-trade than honest intentions.

We pass on to the toast, We do get toasted sometimes and
well done at that. The unwitting victims of the faua pas com-
mitted in a speech, meant to be delivered in praise, crane their
necks forward to catch every word and are relieved only when
they have been taken to the rack and left comparatively un-
injured. An attempt to give individual testimonials to all the
members of the staff requires delicate handling especially when
all of them are present. The words of praise which the English
dictionary allows us and the cramped style imposed by the Eng-
lish language, permit very limited variety of permutations, and
even praise which is too often repéated bec'omes very dull. :

Apart from the Professorial indigestion or the oratorial
indiseretions, the expense which the students incur is generally
eut of all proportion with the object in view and the object served.
If there has beeu social intercourse between the teachers and the
taught during the course of the year, it does not need a hectic and
heavy afternoon tea to set on it the seal of approval. The generous
impulses of the students are no doubt appreciated by all their
teachers, but it is doubtful if the manifestation of this in the social
is as hearty as at the end of the last lecture when the parting
words of advice of the teacher are responded to in unmistakable
eloquence. Much can be said in favour of the group photographs
—not the ordeal one has to go through when the photgrapher takes
them but the pleasant memories and faces they recall. Could we
not then have the photographs taken all on one afternoon and
have a combined social at the end of it ? The energy spent on the
remaining socials could with advantage be distributed throughout
the year.

This does not mean that the rest of the year has been with-
out its activities and celebrations. Now that it has come to a
‘close, a bird’s eye review of the prominent achievements would not
be unwelcome. People have often deplored-—and with much
justification—the increase in the strength of the College classes
which makes personal contact between the feachers and the
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taught very difficult, but this increase brings with it greater op-
portunities for the students to learn and to show their worth in
affairs other than those of the class-room. Of all the pleasant
developments of the last two years the one most prominently
worthy and successful is the volunteer spirit which has contributed
to the success of the various activities of the year to an unmea-
surable extenit. All the students of the College and the volunteers
in particular have to be congratulated for their record during the
last academic year—a record of which they may feel proud.

A word in explanation. The volunteers deserve praise for
the self-sacrificing work they did but why include the rest of the
student body in this praise. :A little thought would show that in
all the activities which require the services of the volunteer, the
" general student community have also a very important part to
play so that the sacrifice and the trouble taken by the volunteers
may not be in vain. Primitive man was led only by fear, and
eyen now it is this element of fear which makes Government pos-
sible in the world, but a volunteer is not thus armed. The success
which he achieves depends on the response which he gets, and the
students have to rise above the fear-begotten emotions and yield
to discipline for the sake of the common good. It is only when
they do this that the order can be kept, and the disecipline which
was observed during theCollege day speaks much for the volunteers
as well as the large number of students who conformed to it
gladly.

A scene which was witnessed during the football mateh
may be described. It carries with it its own moral. A member
of the College Staff who had spent the whole morning along with
the volunteers in making arrangements in the ground went out of
the field for a few minutes. Just before he returned the volun-
teers had been posted at the gates and their instructions had been
given. Without suspecting the change the staff-member walked
to the gate but was stopped. “Yes. But I am myself a volunteer”
he protested. He had not taken the precaution to earry his badge
with him. ‘I have also a ticket for admission ” he claimed as an
after-thought, but the admission for the particular kind of ticket
whieh he held was by another gate. “I am sorry Sir,” said the
gate-keeper, “‘I have got my orders and I can make no exception.
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If you want to get into the field you will have to walk round te
the other gate where these tickets are collected.” Just for an
instant the situation was a little tense. It cleared and the staff-
member walked round the field to the opposite gate.

We have made rapid advances in other directions also. The
Charkha Club has been working in a quiet way and the first batch
of Hindi students have completed their course. There are still
some persons who judge things more by their associations than by
their worth and judged by their standards these activities must be
tainted as contrabrand, but happily the number of such persons
has diminished during recent years and the two experiments have
been given a fair chance. Itis too early to deliver judgment on
their success but probably the interest taken in these during the
next year, when the novelty has worn off will show how far the
College is ripe for the Hindi classes and spinning,

In sports we have met with reverses in all the major games.
Volleyball and Badminton have warded off complete collapse and
we must be grateful to them for their success. We could blame
the agencies outside our control and with justification but we
refrain. Better luck next time. The standard of tennis must
improve if we are to hold our own against the Law College which
receives the pick ofMadras and our own College, and Ramakrishna
Pillai of the Arts College has shown what can be achieved with
hard work—and hard hitting. No one would grudge the winners
their victory, but we wish that our men had helped to make it
worth their while. A suggestion has been made that at the end of
each year a Roll of Honour should be drawn up by the College in
which may be given the names of the students who have won dis-
tinctions and brought honour to their alma mater. If this is adop-
ted we shall have a permanent record of the names of persons
who have helped to build up the traditions of the College. No one
would dispute the right of Kesava Pillai, the Secretary of the
Debating Society, Krishnan Nair, the Secretary of the Onam Day,
Sankara Pillai, the Secretary of the College Day and Thomas
Mathew, P. G. Varghese, Velayudhanv Nair, Gopalan Nairand C.P.
Sankara Pillai, the Secretaries and Captains of games to be includ-
ed in such a list. It is not possible to give an exhaustive list here,
and opinions may differ as to the merit ot the different people but
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it should be p _ssible and worth while to settle this list by a refer-
endum and to annource it—say on the College Day. When at
this subject one must not forget the service done by P. S. Abraham
in a position of difficulty, and Miss Thangamma Varkey who is to
be congratulated on the receipt of the Mahadeva Iyer Gold Medal.

If we take stock of the rposition now and compare it with
what it was this time last year, we shall note marked progress in
the life of the College. When doing this we can offer our congra-
tulations to Mr. Krishnaswami Iyer on his appointment as the
Acting Director of Public Instruction in place of Mr. Stephenson
who has gone on leave. It may appear presumptous to dilate
upon the virtues of the Head of the Department, but we have not
.been parted from him leng enough to'feel self conscious when
paying a tribute to him for his kindness and courtesy and his love
and neverfailing sympathy which won the regard and respect of
all in the Old College. We send him our greetings and our
best wishes.

We also bid farewell to our senior students and in doing this
we wish to remind them that next year they will have become
old boys and as such they can practise much of what they preac h-
ed in regard to the establishment of an Old Boys Association.
This idea is very much in the air now and we feel certain that
such an Associaticn will be soon established. The inspiration has
been supplied by the veterans and the spade-work must be done by
the younger generations. Men like C. P. Sankara Pillai and
Thomas Mathew have already given proof of their capacity for
organisation and under the guidance of older people, they can and
ought to achieve even greater things for the College which sends
them out. And if the Magazine can help in the matter it is ready
to do its bit.



40 THE OLD COLLEGE.

Analogy in Science.

On perceiving any new phenomenon the first impulse of the
mind is to connect it with some other phenomenon with which
the mind is familiar, and discover points of similarity between the
two. ' As a matter of fact, psychology tells us that no isolated idea,
which cannot be associated with any known one, can ever be
assimilated by the mind. Having associated the new phenomenon
with a known one and analysed the points of resemblance between
the two, the human mind tries to investigate whether there are
other features in the new phenomenon which make the connection
with the old one stronger.. Thus a chemist discovers what he be-
lieves to be a new element. He knows something of its properties
and has reason to believe that the element has resemblance to an
alkaline metal. Naturally his further investigations will be to
see if the new element possesses other properties of the alkaline
metals.

The history of the development of the theory of solutions
and osmotic pressure is a striking example to show how hints re-
ceived from analogy frequently lead to great discoveries in science.
The variation of osmotic pressure with temperature was so closely
analogous to the variation of gas pressure with temperature that
Van't Hoff declared that there may be other laws closely
analogous to the gas laws, which govern the osmotic pressure of a
solution. The result was that scientists got a hint as to in which
direction researches could be made, and their work was very
fruitful. '

It will sometimes be found that there . are analogies be-
tween two whole branches of science, which enable us to infer
from one class of phenomena what features the other class might
have. On several occasions the discovery of such an unsuspected
and striking analogy has led to the rapid and wonderful develop-
ment of a new science.

Geometry and algebra are two of the most ancient of scien-
ces. At first sight it would be very difficult indeed to see any
similarity between the two. Gieometry deals with triangles, squares,
circles and other figures, while algebra treats of symbols. For a

f
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long time the two sciences developed independently of one another,
and though occasionally analogies between a theorem in geometry
and one in algebra were noticed by some people, these was no
general system which explicitly stated the close analogy between
the two sciences. But once Descartes showed in a general way
that every equation containing not more than three variables
could be represented by a curve or figure in space, and that every
bend or cusp or other peculiarity of the figure corresponds to a
special peculiarity of the equation, the development of the two
subjects was wonderful. Algebra and Geometry mutually helped
each other. Quadratic equations were found to represent a conic
section and a study of the properties of these equations led to

‘the discovery of the properties of the parabola, ellipse and hyper-

bola. Hitherto the treatment of motions and forces had been
entirely based on geomeatric methods, but the analogy between
geometry and algebra led to the treatment of these subjects by
algebraic methods. And it must be acknowledged that it was the '
greater power and comprehensiveness of the algebraic methods
which was responsible for the rapid development of dynamics.

Geometry in its turn stimulated the grthh of the science
of algebra. A mathematical equation may be very troublesome
and elusive, but a geometrical representation of that gives a graph
and is of the greatest assistance in giving concrete reﬁresentations
of the simple relations the equation represents. The graphical
solution of complicated simultaneous equations is wellknown.
Again the graphical representation of the relation between two
physical quantities has often led to the discovery of new functions
and their properties, The discovery of the Differential Calculus
which revolutionised the physico-mathematical sciences was due
to geometrical analogy. Mathematicians in trying to treat the
tangent to a curve algebraically were naturally led to the idea of

an infinitesimal quantity.

Geometrical analogy has led even to greater advances in
the science of dynamics. The abstract idea of force may tax the
powers of conception of any one, but its concrete representation
by a straight line makes the study of dynamies fairly easy. The
geometrical analogy only begins here. This is the starting point
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of the application of vector analysis to all the branches of physics.
Geometrical interpretations of the laws of vector algebra, analo-
gous to those of symbolic algebra, are given, and the extraordinary
power and simplicity of the vector methods not only in dynamics
but in other branches of physics as well, should be familiar to any
student of physies.

No lay man would believe that there is any peculiar feature
which is common to water-waves travelling at the rate of a few
feet per second, the sound emitted by human voice or organ pipe
travelling at the rate of about 1/5 mile per second, and the light
sent out by the sun and the stars travelling at the rate of 189000
miles per second. But the wave theory of licht says that light
travels towards us from the sun in the same way as waves travel
on the surface of water, but with an enormous velocity, There
was a fierce controversy a hundred years ago about this analogy,
and to settle that, propounders of the wave theory worked out
certain consequences of the analogy. The first few results justified
their expectations. A few crucial tests drove the rival theories
out of the field. They worked at the analogy farther and arrived
at most unexpected results. According to theory, if a small opaque
disc is placed in front of a point source of light, within the shadow
of the disc there should be a bright spot en the axis. On examina-
tion this surprising result was verified and found to be true.

The phenomenon of polarisation led to the conclusion that
light waves were similar to transverse waves along a stretched
cord and not like the second waves which correspond to those
along a spiral spring which is suddenly compressed at one end.
So Fresnel developed his famous elastic solid theory of light, and
though his premises and assumptions have given place to ofhers,
his conclusions are in close accordance with facts. The applica-
tion of his theory to light propagation in crystals led sometimes to
very surprising results (e. g. external and internal conical refrac-
tion) which were verified by experiment. The development of the
theory is one of the prominent examples to show how analogy

with known phenomena has led to the development of a subject,

The molecular theory of matter, and the theory of atomic
structure afford other excellent examples of the same. Maxwell
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started from the idea that all matter consists of discrete particles
in constant agitation and held together by some foree of attraction.
In a gas he assumed them to consist of hard spheres like billiard
balls, constantly moving with very high velocities, and colliding
with each other and with the walls of the containing vessel. The
dynamics of an enormons number of such balls could be investi-
gated by statistical methods and the results when applied to a gas
led to important conclusions. Agin modern physics regards an
atom as analogous to a solar system with the nucleus (correspond-
ing to the sun) at the centre and the electrons revolving round
them in elliptic orhits. On this assumption most of the important
properties of known elements are explained and scientists have
been able to predict the existence of new elements. Some of them
" have been discovered. The relative distances between the revol-
ving electrons and the nucleus of an atom and their relative masses
are of the same order as those of the sun and the planets in the
solar system, Such a small ultra microscopic solar system on the
surface of a star, billions of miles away from us is able to affect a
photographic plate exposed to the star. Scientists believe in such
a picture though they readily scoff at astrologers who hold, our
life and action on this earth areinfluenced by planets compara-
tively nearer.

Fatigue after exertion and recovery on rest is a common
experience of living beings. It is known that an elastic wire
when subjected to continuous strain loses its elastic proper-
ties, but 1f left free of strain for some time, again becomes as
elastic as before. This fs known as elastic fatigue. J. C. Bose
discovered that crystal detectors of electro-magnetic waves
failed after some time to respond fo these waves; if given some
rest they regained their original properties. This analogy
between fatigue in a living animal and an inanimate ohject
set him thinking whether there would be counter parts in
the inanimate world to the other peculiarities of a living being.
He first experimented with plants and thus far he has been able
to prove that plants can be poisoned, they show death spasms,
they respond to outward stimuli, they have a regular circulatory
system, nay, they have even nerve centres. These astounding
results are the outcome of the application of analogy to the
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investigation of natural phenomena. It would not at all be a
surprise if one day a greater genius than Bose shows that not only
trees and plants but also rocks and stones have all the characteris-
tics peculiar to living beings and that some of our ancient philoso-
phers who invested everything in this universe with life were
after all no fools,

When a point moves in space it generates a line, a moving
line generates a surface, a moving surface generates a volume; but
what does a moving volume generate ? The mathematicians
boldly answered the question by saying that we can conceive of a
space of four dimensions and that just as a surface moving in a
space of three dimensions generates a volume having three dimen-
sions, a volume moving in a four dimensional space, will generate
a solid of four dimensions. By analogy with three dimensional
geometry they created a four dimensional geometry and dérived '
analogous laws. Thus if the four coordinates of a'point in four
dimensional space are (x7y z u), then the distance of the point
from the origin is given by

r2=x2-4y2.179 32

Again it a line in four dimensional space is inclined at
angles A1 A As Ay to the four axes then cog 2A +cos?Az+
cos 2A 3+c0s 2A ;=1 and so on. They had even the audacity to
extend this kind of geometry to any number of dimensions.
People laughed at them at first, but when this n-dimensional
geometry was applied to the statistical study of the molecules of a
gas, the result was a logical kinetic theory of gases.

Again the modern theory of relativity says that space is
four dimensional, time being the fourth dimension. TFour dimen-
sional geometry was thus of direct application to the dynamies of
two bodies moving relative to each other.

Let us suppose that there is a being whose senses permit
him to become cognisant of only two dimensions. If he is living
on a perfectly flat surface, the three angles of any triangle will be
together equal to two right angles for him and he would develop a
system of Euclidean geometry. Buat if he is living on the surface
of a large sphere, thouzh his geometry will be true for small
areas it will fail for large areas.. He will have to build up a
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system of geometry where the three angles of a triangle are
less than ‘two right angles. Though he will not be able to
realise the third dimension be will believe his world is two
dimensional with a curvature in the third. From the geo-
metry of the space as determined by him and the system of co-
ordinates he has chosen, he will be able to say by means of certain
differential equations what this curvature is. The curvature
would not be concrete to him but only a mathematical idea. Our
position is exactly the same. The space in which we live is four
dimensional, but when we study the geometry of a gravitational
field, we find that the theorems of Euclidean geometry do not fit
in. We get certain differential equations which represent in a
gravitational field, the curvature of the space of four dimensions
-in one of five. This is what is meant by saying that space is
warped in a gravitational field. Thus we see the predominant
part, analogy plays in makirng us understand what Einstein’s
th eory of gravitation is.
: M. S. Rama Aiyar,
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The College Clubs and Societies.

THE FOOTBALIL CLUB.

The club was very much alive this term. The activities of
the club were marked ‘more with persistence than with success,’
but we must not forget that they won all the practice matches.
The match between Kottayam College and our team was the event
of the season. It was played in the Infantry Parade Gound in
the inspiring presence of H. H, the Maharaja. Our team was
handicapped by the absence of our Captain, M. R. The C. M. S.
players displayed splendid combination and organised team work
of a high quality which did credit to Mr. Squire, the Prineipal, who
had trained them. Individual excellence in their team was not
noticed except in the case of the goalkeeper who saved ene or two
goals and thus got off with a clean slate. The Executive of the
football club deserve our unstinted praise on the very splendid
arrangements they had made to accommodate the record crowd that
came to witness the match, and special mention must be made of
Mr. T. K. Koshy, the Vice-President and his group of volunteers
who shouldered the heavy burden cheerfully and successfully.

Our team had no luck in the finals of the Sri Mulam
Tournament. Setting success apart, we are glad to recollect that
our players impressed every one with their clean and sportsman-
like game and their never failing courtesy in the field of play.

An inter-class tournament has been started and we econ-
gratulate the 3rd Class on their winning the cup. The Juniors
found this a suitable opportunity for getting into limelight and
they made splendid use of it, so much so that every one wished
the tournament had been held earlier to give the Senior Captain a
chance of picking out likely and enthusiastic youngsters for
training during the year. (. J. Cherivan, the Junior Captain.
seems to have worked hard and without ostentation and one can
not help remarking that if the veterans had skown as much zeal
for the game during their practice hours as the Juniors did, the

College would have had greater qhance of feeling proud of their
achievements.
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THE TENNIS CLUB.

The tournaments were more popular this year than last
year. In the handicap items more than 80 per cent of the mem-
bers took partand the matches, singles specially, were interesiing,
though one can not say that of the chief event, the mach between
Mr. Chandrasekharan and Mr. C. K. Karunakaran Pillai. The
Professor was in bad form and Mr. Pillai had an easy victory.
Finals between C. K. K. P. and Raja drew a large crowd and the
match was exciting. It was thought that the handicap against
the champion was too much and his defeat at the hands of Raja
is in no way discreditable to him. The doubles finals brought out
more than ordinary game and the third set, which decided the
match in favour of C. K. K. P. and C. P. Sankara Pillai was

anxiously watched by the spectators who had by this time selected
one side or the other as their tavourite for the win.

The out standing event of this term was the Social, which
was held very early ana long before the string of class and club
socials had overwhelmed the College. The Secretary must be
congratulated on his foresight in inviting players from other Col-
leges, for there is nothing we lack more in all our sports activities
than the absence of that healthy rivalry and keennass between
the Colleges which would add more zest tothe games. There
were many distinguished guests including Mr. J. Stephenson
the D. P. 1. An interesting innovation was the fancy dress com-
petition. Mr. P. C. Krishna Piilai won the first prize and Nk :
Jacob, the Devil of the College Day, was judged second.

The retiring Secretary Sankara Pillai is to congratulated
on the splendid success of the tennis club during the year 1924—
1926, as shown by the handsome balance and also the interest
taken in the tournaments Volley Ball and Badminton.

These institutions are existent in our College and they have
given us cause to he proud of them though, we must confess that
but for the Sri Mulam Tournament we would not. have heard of
them at all. This, in case of Volleyball is perhaps due to the fact
that they have no office—bearers of their own and are tagged on
to football as it were on sufferance. The Badminton Ciub also
does nothing exciting during term time. We must congratulate
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them on their steady and uphill work in the Sri Mulam Tourna-
ments and on their winning the trophies. This should not pre-
vent us from advising them that they should be seen (and heard)
a little more than at present and that they should gather and
develop talent to beat the other institutions of '[rivandrum
several times over.

TuG OF WAR.

Of course there is no club of this name but there wasa
team in the Sri Mulam Tournament and they won the student’s
trophy. We are of opinion that they could have done better
against the soldiers had they held the rope once or twice during
the year. Tug of War requires as much team work as any of the
other out door games and there is but little use in our chosing the
stoutest men for this event without practice. We wonder if all
the ‘pullers’ even know the rules under which the competition
takes place. We won because we had none better to face us, but
we hope that next year a little more organised effort will be put in
to make our victory doubly sure.

FIELD EVENTS.

‘We have some star turns and we trot them out in all tourna-
ments and contests. Kumara Pillai and Eapen (the long one) are

good in Jumps and they have won medals but we have to hide our
head when we think of the races. The Arts College brought
trophies from Trichur and our team had to be content with a
second place. We congratulate our sisfer institution but at the
same time we advise our sprinters to show a clean pair of heels—
in the track—to those of the Arts College when next the two

Colleges travel up-tO Trichur or some more distant place for a
little triendly contest.

THE CHEMICAL SOCIETY.

[t was awke and active—more or less. The Social was a
success and the credit must be shared between the President and
his Jilebis. A healthy development which we shall watch eagerly
is the introduction of student—lecturers who did very well and
should come forward in greater numbers unext year. Mr. T. K.
Joseph was the S'ecretary and shounld be congratulated on his re-
cord. It is necessary to record here that the third class ought to
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take greater interest in the Society. They come into prominence
only at the social. Mr. P. S. Abraham will do well to rope in the
youngsters as soon as they join the College and before they
develop the superior ecynicism of mature B. A-dom.

THE NATURAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION.

The Society is probably the youngest of its kind and there-
fore deserves all encouragement. The Secretary, Mr. K. P. Bala-
krishna Pillai arranged for an exeellent social which was combined
with a meeting. Prizes were awarded to students of the B. A.
and Intermediate Section for the best collection-work and were
creditably won.
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I The Debating Society.

A change was made in the personnel of the board during
this term. Mr. C. V, Chandrasekharan being appointed to act as
Principal became the ex-officio President and in his place Mr. A.
Sivaramasubramoney lyer was elected as Vice-President and Mr.
Balakrishna Variyar became the staff member on the board.

Three meetings were held this term, and in the shortest and
busiest term of the year it is a great thing. The society was
lucky enough to get Mr. Sivaramakrishna Iyer, B.A., L.T. Personal
Assistant to the Director of Public Instruction, to address the
members on one of the evenings. There was a crowded hall in-
spite of rain and the speaker with his characteristie simplicity of
language spoke on “Some of Life’s Ideals.”” He enlarged upon the
ideals of duty, love, sacrifice, faith and reverence, with apt
quotations from the poets and the scriptures. He spoke with
emphasis upon the great lessons of life

“ Let knowledge grow from more to more
But more of reverence in us dwell”

Another of the notable speeches was that of Mr. Bygli, our new
Physics Demonstrator with the Islamic traditions of Aligarh.
His subject was the * Position of women in Islam,” and in the
course of his speech he removed some of the popular misconcep-
tions on the subject. Thus for instance, the speaker told us that
Islam does not allow polygamy except under exceptional circum-
stances, and that in these cases it does not do so much harm as
people fear. With many references to the Koran and the Bible
he showed that Islam assigns as high a place to woman as any
other religion.

This year is also unique in that almost for the first time in
in the history of the society we celebrated our valedictory mee-
ting on a grand scale at the Victoria Jubilee Town Hall. We had
a very large attendance which is all the more gratifying because
it showed our students, as the speaker Mr. Dodwell complimented,
particularly free from the examination complex, and willing to
unbend for a while from the heavier-and duller task of examination
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preparation to enjoy sports and social amenities, The chair was
taken by Mr. W. K. Fraser-Tytler, Asst. Agent to the Governor-
General and the speaker was Mr. Dodwell, M. A., I. C. 8., Tutor to
H. H. the Maharaja. We are thankful to the lecturer for the full
interesting discourse on “ Lite at Oxford” and we express our
gratitude to Mr. Fraser-Tytler for having kindly consented to
Preside over our meeting. Above all our thanks are due to the
Secretary and the band of student volunteers who in such un-
expectly short time made a garden of the dais, decorating with
crotons and flowers and who generally made the success of the

function possible.

Our thanks are due to the enthusiasm and zeal of the
Secretary Mr. N. Kesava Pillai. He has surpassed all expectations
and has established a record of good work and busyness. He
has been indefatigable in his search for speakers, beseiging every
man of note in the town and every likely studentin the College.
The result of his endeavours, is that meetings are held very fre-
quently, speakers are less shy to come forward and there are
signs every where of a growing interest in the work of the society.

IT THE CHEMICAL SOCIETY.

The Society has been doing good work and the Secretary

‘Mr. T. K. Joseph has disproved the gloomy forebodings made about

the inactivity of the society at the beginning of the year. The
subjects were well chosen and ably discussed. Mr. A. Venkita-
chalam spoke on “Modern ideas of atom and matter,” there was
a lecture on the Chemistry of Photography and Mr. K. K. Chellap-
pan Pillay took up “Osmosis of Plant Life.” Two meetings were
held *this term and the Secretary looks forward to some more.
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