ERNAKULAM.
P. Sankaran Nambiyar, M. A,

Editor.

Vol. VIIL } July 1926 INo. 4.

Editorial.

At a general meeting of the College staff held under the Presidentship
of the Principal on the 3oti of June last, M. R. Ry. P. Sankaran Namliyar
Avl., M. A., Professor of English, was unanimously elected as the Editor of
the Magazinz, The following resolution of thanks was passed nem con
at the same meeting and communicated by the Principal to the Ex-Editor
with a covering letter setting forth his ‘“personal admiration for the uniformly
good work done” by him ‘‘year afler year' ever since the inception of the
College Magazine:—

¢‘Che members of the College staff record with pleasure their grateful
anprecmtlon of the invaluable services rendered by Mr. P. S, Ramakrishna
Ayyar as the first Editor of the College Magazine for a period of over eight
years’’.

Mr, Ramakrishna Ayyar acknowledged it in suitable terms. ¢ Iam
really touched, ” wrote he, **by the resolution passed by the College staff
H * # 1 feel profound!y grateful to the members of - the staff

for thexr kind and noble appreciation of my humble services.’

We hope that though Mr. Ramakrishna Ayyar will not hereafter be at
the helm of affairs—to quote the Principal once again—he will kindly give
us in due time the benefit of his ‘¢ vast experience in the conduct of the
Magazine.”

= e 0 ® *
it is now eight years since the Magazine was started, and Mr. Rama-
“ krishna Ayyar has himself all along borne the heavy responsibilities of its
Honorary Editor with-an amount of success which needs no commenrt, The
: feeling was, therefore, naturally growing strong on the desirability of
- conducting the Magazine on definite constitutional lines, the Editorial
- Board and the Managing Committee being elected by the staff at
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regular interyals, The College Council, accordingly, passed a formal reso
lution ta that effect at the commencement of the current agademic year,
and drafted a few general rules which were placed at the staff meeting of the
3oth June, for approval and adoption. The Rules as passed at the above
meeting ‘gf"theﬁt.@ff are published elsewhere in this_issue of the Magazing,

]

iy e, SR ALY oW *

It is the earnest wish and. hope of the present Editor that, sincerely
corscious as he is of his own weaknésses, the students past and present of
the Maharaja’s College.as well .as the numerous well-wigshers of the College
Magazine will extend to him their hearty support and ca-operation and
enable him to keep up the good name of the Magazine untarnished,

# & o # ki

Thanks to the institution of the ‘“ Qid Boys’ Association’ and the

annual celebration of the ¢“College Day®, some honds of connection have no.

doubt, been established of late between the a/umn: past and present of the
Maharaja’s College, These bonds are, however, still so few and feeble that other
~methods may yet be thought of with considerable advantage for perpetuating
_in a more intimate and real manner the reldtionship between the old and new
elements in the history of the institution. It has been suggested for instance,
that such of the ‘“Old Boys"’ of the College as are engaged in research or the
pursuit of special studies in any branch of knowledge may be requested to
deliver courses of lectures ( in the nature of ““Extension Lectures™ ) to the
“present students at any time that will suit their convenience. We commend
this thoughtful suggestion to the earnest attention of our distinguished *Old
Boys’”. We should, at the same time, be extremely happy to set apart a sec-
"tion in every number of this Magazine for the publication of the results of
* their research from time to time, :

W % #* & e *

A word may, perhaps, be added in this connection about the nature and
extent of the contributions that are e¢xpected from the present students. It
is the intention of the newly-elected Editorial Board to give them an ade-
quate measure of representation in each issue of the Magazine. There are
at present nearly sszo students in the four classes fogether, and it should, by
no means, be difficult for them to supply at least 4 or ¢ short articles for
every number, Particularly welcome will be (i) contributions of a humorous
character, (ii) interesting skort slorzes, (iii) descriptive accounts of traditions
_and popular beliefs associated with placss and persons of note in Kerala
and (iv) collections of old ballads, popular songs, proverbs, riddles and
folklore—with notes and comments wherever possible,

S A ok : % %* s

Before introducing the reader to the contents proper of this number—

the last of the present Volume-—we have also to record an important change
that took place in the Priccipalship of the College with the commencement of
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the present academic year. The old order has withal changed and yielded
place to new. '

als ats als aly S a
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On the 2gth of April last, ‘M. R, Ry. V. R: Venkateswara Ayyar Avl.,
M. A. L. T, the first Indian Principal of our College, vetired from the service
of the State in'the zenith of his renown and glory. Itis now generally
well known how, during the period of his connection with the Coliege for
nearly 19 years—originally as the Senior ' Lecturer and subseguently as the
Principal—=the institution steadily flourished and prospered until at last it
came to be elevated to the long-coveted status of the Makaraja’s Lirst Grade
College a year ago, almost simultaneously with the celebration of its Golden
Jubilee. 'The very fact that the Cochin Government were pleased to grant an
extension of service by one year to Mr: Venkateswara Ayyar, who, under
normal circumstances should have retired in April 1925, bespeaks the Gov-
ernment’s appreciation of the achievements that stand to his credit during
the long period of his association with the Coliege, :

Mr. Venkateswara Ayyar has thus been enabled to enjoy the supreme
satisfaction of laying down his official mantle, full of years and honours, at
o time when his protracted and patient exertions on behalf of the College
“have begun to bear fruit in an abundantly encouraging measure. Expfes-
sions of regard and esteem are, therefore, being profusely showered upon hini
by all those who have had the privilege of coming into contact with his
unique personality in one capacity or another. The staff of the Maharaja's
College got up a decent ¢ Social’ in his honour on the 3rd of July last.
Ihe Boarders of the Hindu Hostel presented him with an  address brimming
‘with genuine feelings of filial devotion'and reverence. Arrangements are
being expeditiously made by a specially constituted Committee, on behalf of
his students past and present, to give him a public Send-off. The absolute
spontaneity of these functions is itself a clear indication of the deep hold
that Mr. Venkateswara Ayyar has over the hearts of many who are ob-
viously indebted to him in diverse ways and degrees. On the more thinking
‘section of »Hi’s;stndeht‘s', his powers of analysis and discrimination, his shrewd-
‘ness happily coupled with profound erudition and his enviable command
of the simple and chaste in language never failed to create an abiding im-
pression ; while the unruffled serenity of his presence invariably radiated a
tranguillizing ¥hfluence on even -the most excited passions that he had to
encounter in his official capacity. ‘Much vain unreason he hears; lays up
without response. He is not there to expect reason and nobleness of others ;
he is there to give them of his own reason and nobleness.”’ To him, therefore,
it was particularly appropriate that the Boarders of the Hindu Hostel in
their beautifully written Address applied the tribute of praise which Arnold
paid to his illustrious father of Rugby i— '
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¢ If in the paths of the world,
Stones might have wounded thy feet,
Toil or dejection have tired

Thy spirit, of that we say
Nothing—to us thou wast still
Cheerful, and helpful and firm !

Though, to all eutward appearance, Mr. Venkateswara Ayyar looked so
surprisingly indificrent and unaffected by cares or troubles of any sort as to
tempt strangers to mistake the Principalship of the Ernakulam College for
almost a sinecure post, those of us who knew the real state of affairs were
often reminded of what the same poet has written elsewhere about the fate of
Bards :—

““ These things, Ulysses,

The wise Bards also

Behold and sing,

Bui oh, what labour !

O prince, what pain!”’
We wish Mr. Venkateswara Ayyar many long years of peaceful rest and un-
sullied felicity ; and we also assure him that the institution whose destinies
he guided with such unique distinction for nearly one generation will ever
remember with grateful appreciation that *‘méld grave face’’ of his, characteris-
ed by ‘‘a thoughtful sternness” and **a sorrowful pity”’, allits own—true signs,
* in most cases, of real worth and wisdom in a man,

ES E3 ® * e
The poignancy of our regret at the unavoidable parting of Mr, Venkales-

wara Ayyar from our midst is, however, considerably mitigated by the con-
solation that his successor is none other than M. R. Ry. S. K. Subrahmanya
Ayyar Avergai, M. A,, L. T., who, as Senior Professor of the College has already
endeared himself to his .colleagues as well as to his students by the perfect
gentlemandiness of his manners and the pleasing suavity of his disposition, It
is, perhaps, an open secret that behind all the heaithy and progressive aclivi-
ties of the College during the last two decades, the politic and dexterous hand
of Mr. S. K. Subrahmanya Ayyar was very decisively predominant. With his
formal advent now as the Head of this Institution, a new life, it appears, has
been put into all its departments, which may be looked upon as promising
for it, an exceptionally glorious and brilliant future.

it * #* & 2 # ~



The Fundamentals of Human Evolution.

By CAPT. A, R, PUDUVAL;, B. A, MiBU€ M, L. RoC. P ' MuREC 81
(Old Boy)

The object of the present article is not to mystify a subject,
that already presents difficulties in exposition, but to prepare
the reader for a saner conception of the nature of the Evolu-
tion of man, and that strange novelty in his character, which
is called intelligence. The theory of Evolution has been tc our
ancestors, as Prof. Huxley has stated, “a familiar idea, long
before Paul and Tarsus were born’. But it has been a new ad-
dition to European culture and thought, whose beginnings may
be traced to the Biologists of the iatter half of the 19th Century.
It found its best exponents in Darwin, Wallace and others of
the same school, who not only created a new strain of ideas,
- but actually swayed the thoughts of the 1gth Century. A phy-
sical Evolution—as the result of Nature's unbending laws, based
on a merciless doctrine of the survivai of the fittest has been .
the theme of their works ; and that century, ‘‘of matter and
Energy” in which materialist ideas were broadcasted throughout
the world has been aptly called, the most ‘‘Soul-less era” known
to man. At first there was a very strong opposition from the
public to this new theory, which coldly proclaimed man to be
nothing more dignified than the great grandson of an anthropoid.
In course of time, however, people got over the stigma of an
ape-descent, and they got into the habit of speaking of their
cousins in the parlour and theiv ancesiors i the stable, as a mat-
ter of course. It is a well known fact that the theory of Evo-
lution as propounded by the Darwinians had the profoundest
influence on contemporary ideas, and actions of the world. But
it was soon found that the theory failed to explain certain
Psychical aspects in the nature of man in the possession by him
of intelligence—a quality which is but proportionately feebly
exhibited even by his nearest cousins, the anthropoid apes.

It is therefore refreshing to note that even among the
Evolutionists there is a school that gives man a new place in
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the scale of living beings on the ground that he possesses a Psyc/e.
Unless some of the orthodox scientists still wish to persist in
believing that they are merely ‘glorified animals’ we still hold
to the proposition that man is more than matter. At least we be-
lieve most men are. The mechanical negative theory of Evo-
lution has been so beggarly that one of its greatest Exponents,
Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace, Co-discoverer ‘with Darwin of
the principle of natural selection, had to invoke supernatural
aid to account for the Psyche of man. Though we have not
found it necessary to subscribe to this theory, it proves, that such
a great Evolutionist'as Dr. Wallace himself found how futile it
was to try to explain on this theory the greatest triumph
of Evolution.

We are therefore compelled to state that Evolution has
proceeded along two lines, though really they cah be considered
as one.  On the one hand we have Physical Evolution, the mat-
erialist doctrine of the 1gth century which bases its principle
of natural selection on the Physical capacity of organisms to
survive in the struggle for existence ; the variations from a type,
to adapt to surroundings and produce new forms being a mere
matter of accident. . On the other hand we have the other the-
ory of design or purpose in nature based upon the idea that all
living things possess a mind more or less developed, and that in
tke case of man-this development has gone on to an extraordinary
degree, an acquisition, which has enabled him to struggle
through life and gain ultimate ascendency over other living
forms, in spite of great odds against him. Who has not
heard of the great monsters that lived during the years of the
early history of man-—the great cave bears, the mammoths,
mastodons, Ichthyosaurus, Pleosaurus, Dinosaurus and a host of
other gigantic creatures, with not one of whom had man a
chance of putling up a physical fight~—whose brute-strength was
the deciding factor. = These huge skulking creatures, have all
disappeared—and are to-day interesting only.as geological
specimens. . Man has survived them all—and while we do not
hear of any of these monsters Leing gifted with any extra in-
tejligence, man has progressed, and has earned the name of the

- grandest product of Evolution,  But then, you may say, that
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we have clear evidence of intelligence and even of love among
the lower animals, Man, of course, stands, unparalleled, and
we need not absolutely discard our Evolution theory which has
carried us safely from the amoeba to the ape.

The crux of the problem lies in the idea of the materia-
listic Evolutionists that intelligence, even consciousness, appears
only among the vertebrates, and can be seen only among those
that have developed a nervous system. It is as if certain'germ:
cells at random, directed by accident and controlled by natural
selection made the substance which we call the brain. Itisa
most preposterous theory, for we do discern consciousness. and
intelligence among the lower forms of animal and even plant
life. The intelligence is older than any nervous system, rather
it is part of ¢ the original nature of life.”” You find that pur-
poseful thrust even in the amoeba, but you find it at its height
in man. i : ~

In strictly scientific language, life is a physico-chemical
~ process—whatever that might mean, or be made to comprehend.

The amoeba obeys these laws—but so does man. But a close
observer will find that the movements of the amoeba cannot be
explained in terms of physico-chemical laws.  This has been
amply proved in the writings of Maupas & Jennings—and the
latter particularly states that even the lowliest forms of animal
life exhibit ‘‘an effective Psychological activity ” or a_ ‘‘beha-
_viour " in their actions. ¢ They feel, and respond—a notable
- fact in itself—but they do more, so long as they are alive ; they
learn, and choose, and refuse and adapt themselves. They
‘seem to be directed, not by the physico-chemical laws. that
sustain their molecular combination, but by an inner force, that
plays a very important part in the manner how they direct their
‘energies. Plants have been known to do the same, even before
Prof. Bose startled the world, with his new discoveries in plant
life. When Wordsworth said ‘¢ Every flower enjoys the air
it breathes "', it - was _thought to be merely the rapture of a
- poetic fancy.  Now, we know bester. = We find that life and
mind are co-extensive. ‘* Where there is life there is mind "’
And the phenomena of the mind are fundamental, are connected
_and continuous, with the facts of life even in their humbiest
forms. : '
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What then is the motive-force ‘ of Evolution ? 1t is Psychi-
cal,—the impetus of life—that-will-not-be-denied that sweeps
through the dull dense world . It finds expression in various
forms, of which intelligence is one. - It is also invariably con:
nected with other forms, of which love is a strong factor, pre-
sent in the moral nature of man, and ina humbler way, in
many of the lower forms of life. Our latest astronomers tell us,
that although life as we know it, exists only on this earth, there
is no reason why it should not take other forms in other
spheres. Our Sun and Solar system does not form a unique
phenomenon at all, for, ¢ at a million or mililon million points
throughout the disposition of matter which we call the Universe,
something may take material clothing upon itself; show itself as
life.” Man is therefore merely the manifestation on our earth
of that Universe of mind that inter-penetrates the universe of
matter. Where the conditions are favourable, mind becomes
incarnate in matter, and manifests itself as life. = This mind is
essentially psychical, and its growthis based on those factors
that sustain intelligence, love and moralify.

And yet in one sense, they are not only inter-dependent,
but actually one. That love is prior to intelligence, and that
their association is a necessity, not an accident, much less a
misfortune, has been proved by Prof: Drummond, Dr. Suther-
" land, and Prof:- Bergson, aganist the theory of natural selec-
~tion of the orthodox evolutionist. - The fact is, that by the
evolution of love alone, is the evolution of intelligence pos-
sible. - Natural selection says that evolution is only possible in
a brutal struggle in which justice, charity, sympathy, forbear-
ance, pity, and all the other virtues are mere weaknesses—~that
the Neitzcheian doctrine—a doctrine that‘‘ Nature, red in tooth
and claw” is unaffected by these qualities, is indifferent to good
and evil and cares for nothing further than the mamtenance of
selem‘_d species on these merciless iines.

But Darwin himself states that love and pity are products
of evolution, ascending in scale according to brain development
and hence these qualities are no more degenerative than the
. brain is, The factor that distinguishes man from all other
" beings is the development of these qualities to an extraordinary

v -
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degree the possession of an organic morality—as the sole basis
of his ascent to the highest plane.

The case is different in those forms of life that do not poss-
ess a brain—the insects, for example. They possess a faculty
called instinct, which is quite different from intelligence. The
instinct is perfect as far as it goes, but goes no further. But
when we come to those animals that have a brain we find that
there is a morality in the behaviour, best seen in the processes
of reproduction. This process is becoming more and more
complxcated and the difficulty of reproduction, and of rearing
are in increased ratio to the worth of the offspring. When we
come to the mammals,—the animals that rear their young,—the
feeble altruism of the earlier vertebrates expands and finds ex-
pression in that mentality which is solicitous to provide for the
maintenance of the offspring long after it is born. The mam-
malian breast can be called a monument of this altruism. When
we come to man the demands on the care of the progeny are
brought to a climax—thus perpetuating the supreme paradox of
the living world, that the most competent to live are the most
helpless when born, and for long after.

The human baby is the most helpless when born. It needs
all the parental care to make it survive, for without it, it could
not hope to live for twenty-four hours. The baby its=If has no
“ Survival value ’, but there is something in the mother that
entitles it to survive ; something that has descended into her
through generations, which gives the baby its ‘survival value’.
It is called love. Natural selection is no respector of beauty,
holiness or helplessness. It is essentially impersonal, non-moral.
It mercilessly sweeps out what is unfit to live, with not a taint
of moral bias. Its business is to select what is fittest to live
and in man it selects the most moral.

Man therefore is only another product of natural selection,
interpreted in terms of love and morality. These terms are not
the cities of refuge of Weaklmgs as many people imagine. The
history of living orgamsms still ‘teaches us that * Natural
selection selects morality.” . Love as a factor in the world is
older than any creed or church, and will outlast them all,
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because it is intrinsically connected with the very essence of
life. ;

Thus, we are led to disbelieve in the purely material aspects
.of natural selection, and to assert with some confidence that
morality is not a product of man in slavery ‘‘but. rather man is
the highest product of morality.” The law of Nature is; “No
love, no intellect, no morals, no man.” The existence of this
being, man—is rendered possible only by perpetual care—not by
his parents merely but by his guardians; it is not too much to
say, that his ancestors like guardian angels watch over him in
his best days and guide him through life.

The conditions of life of an intelligent species are thus seen
to be different from those of the less gifted in this respect; and
while a weeding out .on ths principle of selection,’ is the law of
nature in the less developed form of organised life, we find that
love, sacrifice and an intense altruism are the directive forces
in the case of man. These are the only things that would guide
the destiny of mankind.  In the famous words of Herbert
Spencer ““A transfigured sentiment of parenthood, which - re-
gards with solicitude not the child and grand-child only, but
the generations to come hereafter, fathers of the future creating
and providing for their remote children.” = Tt is this and not
the egotism that just serves to Jive the life of the hour, '_that
makes man the grandest figure in the scale of evolution. The
moral of all this is obvious. We have tried to demonstrate that
love and intelligence are different aspects of the same thing,
and that life is the fruit of their working. These are inavitable
factors, in evolution, because they serve life. And 'thbugh.this
world is rank with the elements of warand rive with dissensions,
every individual, out of self-interest striving to crest his
neighbour and build his residence on thg tomb of his neighbour,
the ideal of evolution is not a gladiator show, but rather an
Eden; and thoughas Professor  Thomson says, *“‘Competition can
never bie eliminatcd, theiline of progress is no straight line: but
at most an asymptote—it 1smuchfor our pure natural history to
sée no longer struggle, but love as “Creation’s final Law.”

e
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The Eternal Feminine.
By I.. V. RAMASWAMTI AYYAR, M. A., B, L. (0/¢ Boy).

“ Matrimony is a lure into which unwary youths are only
too often hurried! Is not this deadliest of curses the source

of many a social evil amongst the Hindus? For me to think

of marriage now is to mar myself altogether,—and to marry
whom? Ay! there’s the rub! In this degenerate twentieth
century when everywhere woman is trying frantically to unsex
herself, where shall I turn for a proper help-mate,—a true
Saha-dharmini? The good old days when marriage was a
solemn sacrament are no more! And the result? Divorces
innumerable, separations and inevitable heart- burnings! Ah!
woman | where goest thou ? where goest thou ? Into what
labyrinth of destruction art thou led?  Thou hankerest after a
life which is ill-fitted for thee | Thou raisest thy head everywhere!
Neither the modesty that should adorn' thee nor the sweet
refinemeant thou boastest of, prevents thee from encroaching up-
on spheres which by their nature belong to the stronger sex!
They talk of lady doctors, lady principals, lady mayoresses
and,— goodness ie! 1ady lawyers too ! What’s the world com-
ing to? Materialism is casting its tentacles far and wide, and
has very nearly killed our: souls. The cry of education for
women is in the air | But when I chance to see the products
of this much vaunted educatlon within the precincts of my own
,college, a shudde1 possesses me! fro s RN L g

No! No! Ishan't consent to any plan of my parents in re-
gard to my future ! No ‘precipitate step for me now, which
may inveigle me into destrtiction! T know that if T marry in

(1)
S—sh.
,Dom,—.“My friend, you ate suffering from a chronic complaint,
Patientas'] knmv it, but please lower yout voice; she’s in the next room.”
—Boston transcript?
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haste, T shall have to repent at leisure..... But—but—there’s
my mother to reckon with...... ...cuee :

Well, if I ycke myself in wedlock atall, I shall insist on the
choice being left to me, for I am resolved to choose for my
wife, not any of these bespectacled strutting coquettes that my
mother so often talks of, but I shall have only a dark-comple-
xioned ugly-looking illiterate girl! For, I am sure, such a one
alone can be relied on, in these decadent days, to fulfil properly
the duties of a real Saha-dharmini. ~ Accursed be the fair-faced
creatures with their bewitching smiles and enticing charms!
False are they like Delilah, treacherous like the calm waters
that conceal whirlpools, destructive like all-consuming fire !
Yes | the shastras say true! Yes! beware of the fair face which
hides a foul heart! ”

So mused Gangadhar in a Madras students’ mess, sitting
alone on the spacious terrace of the house which overlooked
one of the most beautiful spots near the suburbs of Egmore.
The sky overhead was tinted with crimson and gold refelected
from the sinking sun, and the east was fiery red with masses of
flaming cumuli.. The hum and din of the city was heard a far
off, and the muezzin in a neighbouring place of worship was
shouting out his evening prayers: ‘‘La Illah! Allah-o-Akbar!’
It was just the time for one to fall a-dreaming, and Gangu mused
on in mysogonistic mood ... ...

Gangu was the only son of his rich parents. Through all his
early years had they lavished their tender care and love on him
Much had Gangu’s father, an England-returned Brahmin civi-
lian laboured, in the midst of official worries and cares, to instil
into his son’s impressionable mind all those virtues and eternal
verities of life which would fit him out as an active and worthy
citizen of the land ; but strange to say, Gangu's response to all
this paternal care had taken a rather queer turn, for even in
his boyhood he had developed a quizzical other-worldly outlook
on life, and shown a keen desire to study and follow the sanata-
nic injunctions of the ancient Hindu scriptures. The orthodox
hair-tuft still graced the back portion of Gangu’s head, the
sacred ashes which he religiously smeared over -his face and











































































































































































































































































