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Editorial Notes.

Regarding the aims and ideals of Univetsity ediication thete
v eXists some difference of opinion among educationalists themselves.
. That difference has come in for undue emphasis to-day owing to
- the acute state of unemployment among the educated intelligentia
Nearly all have agreed to the view that most of the educated
unemployed are practically unemployable in other departments
than those tor which they have been ostensibly equipped and that
they are the victims of the wretched system of over-production of
a material in a market which is already flooded with it. But when
such critics proceed to argue that the system of education which
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manufactures such “ failures in life ” stands by that very fact self-
condemned, cne is inclined to feel that such wholesale condem-
nation is too summary and general in its nature to be true and is
rather wide of the mark Decause it fails to take into consideration
a number of other factors governing the situation. Nevertheless the
critics are right in so far as they lay bare to our view one defect
of our educational system viz.that it has been too severely literary,
academic, uarelated to life and that it has destroyed the student’s
power of adaptability. This is, in effect, a restatement of the old
controversy between the classicists and scientists, but it has obtain-
ed a newer and richer significance in the light of recent experiences,
more complex in their nature and more clamorous for immediate
solution. The balance now is more apt to tilt in favour of the
scientists’ arguments but does not necessarily invalidate the con-
clusions of the Advocates of the Humanities,

~._ The old Indian and Greek ideal was in consonance with the
hmn\anist’s motto of knowledge for knowledge’s sake. The Univer=—
sity is the centre of enlightenment, the nursery of all knowledge
and implies an abstraction ftom all worldly concerns and absorption
in the things of the mind. Such a view would reczeive short shrift
at the hands of the modern educational reformer in Amercia, and
elsewhere. But it was this view which.prevailed through medi®val
times ; and, in a slightly modified form is not without its modern
champions: Professor Jadunath Saikar recently in Bombay entered
a vehement plea in favour of the encouragement of research as the
chief object of an University, The other day Mr. Ramunni Menon
in his convocation address to the Madras graduates quoted Bal-
four’s authority for encoutaging the disinterested and dispassion-
ate pursuit of knowledge as the main end of University education.
It is the vindication of an old ideal that comes none too early in
face of the multiplicity of cheap panaceas proffered by professional
politicians in the interests of University reform. The opposition
to this ideal of knowledge for knowledge’s sake arose, however,
not so much as a protest against the ideal as against its caricature
by the monkish upholders of medi®val Universities. No, know=
ledge, however laboriously pursued and defended with all the
armoury of logic and metaphysics, can justify the futile inanities
involved in calculating the number of angles that can dance on the
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point of a needle or analysing the ‘chemical composition of the
hems of angels' garments, That is the danger of this ideal. It
tends to create a divorce between the so called knowledge and the
practical needs of life, And star-gazersare ever hound to stumblg
against the boulders of the earth, '

In the course of the controversy between the classics and the
Humanities, it was discovered that the real objective of establish-
ing an University was not so much to impart a mass of information

6 to train the human mind to certain habits of thought. Even
Huxley and Hamilton agreed to that. Newman recognised the
well understood distinction between teaching and discovering.
Though research into the relam of truth is certainly part of Univere
sity work, it is not the whole or even the primary object. The
place for extending the boundaries of knowledge is more definitely
the Academy. The Academy primarily contemplates science itself
and not stucents, whereas Oxford and Cambridge, with their re-
sidential system imply not the ab-tract pursuit of science or other
knowledge so much as the cultural unfoldment and development
of the students’ soul and personality. The ideal is sound enough
but such a view tends to cut off all contact between the under-
graduate and the post-graduate researcher. That would be rather
unfortunate. The post-graduate toiling at the forge is one of the

stimulating and inspiring sights for an undergraduate imbibing
culture.

But the objection to the above ideal comes more out of its
merits than defects. Its success depends upon the growth of tradi-
tion and provision of residential convenience for the teachers and
the taught. The University pursuing such an ideal is bound to be
costly and therefore exclusive and would be incapable of confer-

‘ring its benefits on the vast majority of the population. In modern
times Universities are compelled to democratize themselves in view
of the large stream of students seeking education. This may
involve even a lowering of standards; for,in such conditions, in-
dividual training will nave to be sacrificed in favour of the ad-
vancement of the mediocre or average,

The most important conseguence, however, of the democrati-
sation of universities is in its reaction on the usually accepted
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popular conception of university ideals. The most modern attitude

is that the University is the chief agency in the mobilisation of the

cultyral resources of the natjon for the purpose of national expan-

gion and progress. Farewell, they say, to your cloisters, quadran-

gles, and the academies. The University is to he the ““complets

replica of the social life, for it is only life that can generate life,”

Socialisation of education is ta he the watch-word for all reform-

ers, They talk of community schools, university economic and

social surveys and insist upon state equipment for research work,

Even History is to be made the hand-maid to Patriotism. The

new ideel is indeed clear. It 1s the ideal of direct service. America

is the most ardent upholder of this ideal. The students in the

American Universities are made to absorb contemporary culture

such as psychology, politics, world history etc; and science is the.
gpeciality of the American University. It was with very eimilar

objects that the original founders of the Univer:tity College -of

Loondon in 1876 insisted upon the provision of an unrestricted,

wide and open curriculum for its students. It opened with such
subjects as Chemistry, Physics, the Modern Larguages and even

the Mechanical Arts and was later on extended to include Engi-
neering, Medicine, Eugenics and Applied Statistics, Commerce and
a Faculty for Librarianchip. It is in the very same spirit that the
Academic Council of the Madras University recently recommended
the provision of alternative subjects like Music, Drawing, Fine
Arts including Architecture, Electrical Engineering etc., for the
Intermediate course. Bombay and Calcutta have separate Facul-
ties for Commerce. And the Senate with a lively apprehension of
modern requirements has accepted Mr. C. ]. Varkey’s resolution
for the institution of a Diploma in Journalism like the one in
Economics, Indeed the ideal of direct service of the community
as the main object of University education, though grudgingly and
somewhat apologetically conceded in theory, is being largely ac-
cepted in practice. And that is as it should be.

We have so far placed three ideals which should actuate the
educational reformer in all his schemes of reform, namely the ideal

- «of knowledge for knowledge’s sake, the gospel of culture refining

the soul and developing the student’s personality and the ideal of
direct service to the community. Though they conflict at certain
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points, they are generally.reconcilable in practice. Each country
will take the particular bent dictated by its national needs and
resources. In a large country like India with its varied cultural
and geographical differentiations, there is ample scope for creating
various types of Universities, The present tendency to the forma-
tion of provincial, local and urban Universities may not be wholly
desirable ; but it is to be earnestly hoped that out of this ferment
we may yet evolve a type of University that might prove a happy
compromise, an adequate synthesis of all that is good and all that is
suited to us. ONE THING ALONE MUST BE REMEMBERED
THAT UNIVERSITIES CANNOT BE LEGISLATED INTO
EXISTENCE BY A FIAT OF THE GOVERNMENT OR THE
RESOLUTION OF A COUNCIL.

_It must evolve.
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The Colonial Policy of Plants *
or
The methods developed by plants to seeuye
Dispersion and Perpetuation,

By PRoFEssOR M LABQUCHARDIERE, M. A,

DISPERSION BY UNCONSCIOUS AGENCIES— WATER,

WIND AND ANIMALS.
Water.

The dispersal of plants is much more rapid and extensive
when agencies are utilised to carry their young and their seeds to
dictant parts These agents, water, wind and animals do their service
mechanically, little knowing that they are aiding the plants. Some
plants like Fungi and Algae have hair-like organs termed cilia
which enable them to swim away in water. Many kinds of pond-
weeds, reeds and sedges are carried by streams to great distanceg
where they anchor and spring up afresh. The sea and rivers help
largely in spreading many plants. Those who have travelled along
the rivers, canals and lakes of India must have noted the immense
numbers of the fruits of the Cerbera odallum, Barringtonia Callo-
phyllum inophyllum (the common laurel) and Pandanus odoratis-
simus, which are carried by the currents to far away spots where
they sprout up and form colonies. -+ The currents carry large
numbers to the ocean whose waves scatter them broadcast. Rivers
are moving roads and plants found this out long before man did.
The fruits of all the above plants are specially formed to float on
water and to resist being injured by their long immersion even in
salt water. In the case of the valuable cocoanut the precautions
adopted by nature are very striking. Though the nut may drop
on the hard ground from a height of 50 feet, it bounces like a‘rubber
ball and the kernel is not injured, for it is enclosed in an extremely
hard shell, which in its turn is packed round with a dense mass of
elastic fibre. A cocoanut can float for months in salt water and
be carried uninjured for hundreds of miles until the ocean currents
drop it on some coral island in the tropics where it will start a
fresh colony. It is in this manner that the Coco-de-mer is brought
over a thousand miles from the Seychelles Islands and cast on: the
coast of India where the mendlcants use it as a bowl fur recelvmg

. Contmueﬂ irom Lhe ]nrvu)w issne —meR



THE OLD COLLEGE. 7

alms in. - Man has found out that the fibrous husk of the cocoanut
is excellent for coir rope and coir-matting, but nature’s purpose in
developing it was to provide a light and elastic packing substance
for the precious nuts.

The Gulf-Stream, that great ocean current which, starting
from Mexico sweeps on to Newfoundland, Africa, the British
Islands, Norway and Nova Zembla, does enormous work in trans-
porting and distributing plants. It has carried filberts Entalla
Ginglobium) from the West Indies to the coast of Norway, and has
borne a flotilla of 13 species of plants from Brazil and Guiana to the
shores of Congo in Africa. Another ocean current carries from
the shores of India, fruits which it scatters on the rocks of Brazil.

Wind.

The next agency we shall take up is the wind. Some Fungi,
e.g., Lycoperdon (Puff-ball) and some archids produce immense quan-
ties of spores or seeds, fine as dust, which are carried by the wind
and scattered on places many miles away, to spring up afresh. The
Cape Goosebery or Brazil cherry (Physalis Edulis) developes its
calyx into an inflated bladder which enables the dry fruit.to be
rolled along on the ground by the wind and carried away.

Innumerable are the cases of wind-dispersed seeds, and most
ingenious are the devices employed in them to enable them to be
carried up in the air, to be supported aloft and to be whirled away
to distant places. Some seeds are flattened like leaflets, scales ot
discs furnished with membraneous borders which acts as wings or
vanes. In the mistle-toe and in the “Tree of Heaven” (Ailan-
thus) the wings exhibit a slight spiral twist resembling a propeller ¢
this occasions a gyratory motion as the seed floats away.

Oune of the commonest devices for keeping the seeds suspended
in the air is a parachute composed of a tuft of silky hairs, as in
the many grasses along the banks of streams, and in the Dandelion
(taraxacum) thistle, cotton (Bombax and Gossypium), and in the.
India.rubber shrub (cryptostegia grandi flora). It is a beautiful
sight to see these silky parachutes floating along on the wind, with
their little seeds suspended below, poised in mid-airi and when each



8 THE OLD ColiECE

STl el et R i s

has sailed to some distance, the seed drops down like a balloon
gymnast, while the parachute itself, having done its duty, sails
merrily away to nowhere in particular.

Some have a spirally curled tail like a feather, as in Clematis
Flammule.

Others bave tufts of elastic bristles which enable them to hop
along the ground—the most remarkable of this type is the sand-
binding plant, Spinifex Squarrosus, which grows extensively on the
sea-coast. The seeds are contained in a circular head composed of
a series of spine-like bristles which radiate from the stalk in all
directions. When the seeds are mature these globular heads
become detached from the plant and are carried by the wind with
great velocity, hopping as if they were India-rubber balloons and
their course along the level sand may be followed by the eye for
miles These balls of bristles are so buoyant as to float on the
water; and the uppermost spines acting as sails, they are thus
carried across narrow estuaries to continue the work of forming
fresh colonies of plants which will embank newly-formed sand
dunes.

A very large number of plants have slings, catapults, and
elastic pods and stems which shoot out the sceds to a distance.
Examples are the common Balsam (Impatiens nolitangere’, the
castor-oil (Ricinus communis) the wood correl (oxalis acetosella),
Asystasea Travancorica, the Geranium Violet, the sword-bean
(Stizolabium). Iun these the seeds are shot out by a spiral torsion
of the fruit valves. The act of explosion is accompanied by a
sharp report. Goethe mentions his being awakened at night by
the reports caunged by the bursting of some seed-pods of Acanthus
Molis that he had placed in his room.

Somewhat similar to the “sling” fruits are the “catapult”
fruits e. g, Salvia verticellata. The stems and stalks of these
plants are strongly elastic and if strained by a force acting from
without ; e. g.. a strong gust of wind or the brushing past of an
animal, the seeds are shot out by the recoil of the stem.

Agem:y of Animals t
Some seeds are covered with a thick gum which causes them
to stick to the bodies of passing animals—as in the ‘common burr,
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salvia glutinosa, plumbago capensis and mistletoe. 'When a bird
eats the berries of the mistletoe, the sticky seeds adhere to its
beaks and claws, and to get rid cf them he rubs them off on the
fork of the next tree he alights on, which is the exact place the
mistletoe most desires to place itself upon, as it can sprout up
there. Similar sticky seeds are seen in the Tomato, the Grenadilla
(Solanum Quadrangularis), the Holy, Basil, (Tulasi, Ocimum
Sanctum,) and the Bitter Koy (Pavakai, momordica charentia).

Onpe of the commonest tricks invented by plants to secure
distribution by animals is to furnish the seeds with hooks, claws
and barbed bristles -which hook on to the hairs, feathers and bodies
of any animals which happen to come in contact with them. It
must be a familiar experience to all of us, after a walk through a
jungle or field, to find burrs and prickly heads of. the spike grass
sticking to our clothes. After going a little distance we find them
pricking us and we halt and pull them out and throw them away.
The cunning grasses had been utilising us for spreading theit
species. In passing through a paddy-field at harvest time the
paddy grains attach themselves to our clothes by the minute halirs
that cover the husk. If you examine the bodies of sheep, goats
and cattle you will discover the seeds of many plants which they

ate unconsciously carrying to sow in ‘“fresh woods and pastures
new,"”

Darwin mentions that he once scraped off a clod of earth from
a Quail’s foot and out of that clod he raised nearly a hundred
plants. The Quail is a migratory bird, and it had unconsciously
brought away all those seeds from a foreign country. In this
tanner millions of seeds are transported from country to country
and the barren wastes of the world are populated by vegetation.

Let us now proceed to those cases where Nature has develdp:
ed pleasant bribes to induce animals to help her in het colonial
policy. Just &s she had secreted stores of honey in the flower for
- alluring insects to come and fertilise her seeds, so also she sut:
- rounds seeds with a sweet pulp, enclosed in a bright coloured and

fragrant rind to advertise to the birds where good food may be
had. The birds come and swallow berries the seeds of which pdss
undigested through their bodies and are dropped in distant pladed
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to germinate there. Where the fruit is too big to be swallowed
the bird carries it away to a distant tree, eats the pulp and lets the
remainder drop down. We often see in our gardens half-eaten
mangoes, guavas, wild almonds (Terminalia Catappa) cashew
mangoes, jack-pods and various other fruits dropped by crows,
pigeons, parrots, squirrels and bandicoots. In the cashew-mango
the seeming bright coloured fruit is only the enlarged fruit stalk,
while the real fruit is the nut which the bird after enjoying the
mango drops on the ground with disgust as it contains an acrid
blistering oil ; and the nut germinates where it falls.  If man uti-
lises fruits for his purposes it is nothing to the plant for her main
object was to allure animals to help in spreading the species. We
often find on inaccessible rocks and on the lofty walls of ruined

fortresses huge Banian trees which have sprung up from the seeds
dropped by birds.

Man’s Conscious agency.

So far we have been considering the cases of the unconscious
agency of animals in the dissemination of plants. Let us now
turn to the cases where man consciously and deliberately trans-
ports from country to country the numerous plants that he finds
suitable to his purposes. The cotyledons or seed leaves in which
the mother plant stored up fcod for her offspring, have been found
by man to yield good food for himself also, so he deliberately
cultivates those plants, reaps abundant harvests, and spreads those
species over the globe. Two great groups—the ped-family and
the Grassess—are particularly valuable to man. From the Pea
family we get peas, beans, gram, dhal, lentil, ground-nuts ectc; and
the cultivated grasses yield us wheat, rice, barley, oats, maize,
raggi, rye, millets etc.

The sweet pulp which the plant develops around its seeds to
bribe animals with, has been found by man to be nutiitious and
delicious to him also ; so he cultivates:apples, pears, peaches, oran-
ges;, grapes, mangoes, plantains, melons, cocoa, tomatoes and
thousands of other fruits ; numerous vegetables like cabbage, carrot,
parsnip, knal-khol, turnip 5 nuts such as cocoanut, brazl nut,
almond, cashew nut, walnut, roots like the potato, sweet potato,
tapioca, yam, etc, All these species have been- thus spread over

g carth, The ingenuity of man goes further still. By careful
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cultivation, by scientific cross-fertilisation, by grafting, and by
other methods, we have improved the original wild plants into
marvellous perfection. Nor have we reached the limit. That
great “Plant-wizard” of America, Mr Luther Burbank, achieved
marvels in this direction. He took up that “unassuming common<
place of nature” - the humble Daisy, and has converted it inta a
flower as large as a saucer ; he has produced a stoueless Pruyne, a
white Blackberry, and a seedless, coreless apple ; and he has coms-
- bined the plum and apricot and has evolved from the combination

a totally new fruit which he has christened the “Plum-cot.” The
~ wonders already achieved by scientific methods open out vast

vistas of the marvellous results that may yet be in store in future
ages. :

Among notable examples of plants that have been spread over
the world by man’s agency I mention a few. From Amercia we
have imported the cashew nut (anacardium - occidentale),
custard apple (anona squamosa), ground nut arachis hy-pogoea),

tapioca (Janippa  manihot;, cocoa (Theobroma-cacao), maize,
potato etc.

The betel leaf comes from Java, coffee from Arabia, tea from
Assam and China, the ladies’ fingers (abelmoschus esculentis)

from the West Indies, pine apple from the Moluccas, pomegranate
(punica granatnm) from Carthage. :

Influence of Climate. |
The last method by which plants migrate is the influence of
climate. “The length of the days, and corresponding duration of the
sun's illumination, the temperature of ground, air and water at the
different seasons of the year, the condition of the atmosphere, the
strength and duration of prevailing winds all these are of the
greatest importance to plant life” (Kerner and Oliver), Now each
species of plant thrives best in a certain region which may be re-
presented on a map by contour lines similar to the isothormal lines
~ by which meterologists show all parts of the earth which have the
same mean temperature. According to variations of climate each
species alters its range of distribution. For example, in very wet
weather’ plants move on from valleys to higher elevations, and
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when the whether is excessively dry plants move down to lower
and moister regions. “If a change occurs which results in the
climatic conditions of 48> North Latitude becoming such as
previously prevailed at 46° North Latitude, those species of
plants who range had hitherto extended northwards only
as far as 46° will now proceed to take possession of suitable
habitats beyond that limit, and the northern boundary of those
particular species is sooner or later shifted northwards.....,...,
These displacements may assume the aspect of a progression or
retrogression, but in every instance the abandonment of the area
of gettlement will take the form of a migration of the species con-
cerned..,no sooner does the species of one flora withdraw to escape
one climate that has become unsuitable to them than their place
is taken by those members of the 'neighbouring flora which are
adapted to the new climate ¥ (Kerner and Oliver) and thus the
process of migration of plants, and of their adapting themselves to
their new environments by developing variations to suit the altered
conditions has beer going on for endless ages. The explanation
offered by scientists for this alteration of climate is that an alter-
nate advance and retrogression of glaciers has taken iplace on our
earth during past ages. Proofs of this are seen in the fact that in
the Arctic regions, such as Greenland, Iceland and Spiteberg, are
to be seen fossil remains of plants which could live only in tropical
climates, for example Tulip trees, Magnolias, Limes, Water lilies
and Bread fruit trees, thus showing that those regions must have
enjoyed tropical heat at some period in past ages. And this alter-
nation of glacial phenomena, it has been conjectured, was itself
caused by the changes in the eccentricity of the earth’s axis.



THE OLD- COLLEGE. 13

Stray Reflections.

ES i

This evening I feel unusually happy. I fall into my chair
and turn a few pages of a volume lying on my table, humming
a tune to keep up the freshness of my spirit. Through the glass-
pannelled window of my room 1 descry the distant fields and

landscape, all tinted golden in the yellow light of the evening
‘sun

I stroll out into the fields to embrace the freshness of the air,
and to drink in the honeyed sweetness of Nature. The confused
warblings of the retiring birds add to my joy. The grey-bird seems
beside herself, and sings from among the mango-groves “her wood-
notes wild” chuck!, chuck !, chelel, chele l.

: |

The distant blue foliage of trees, with cottages peeping,through,
fringes, the fields turfed with beautiful green grass, and sprinkled
over with the blue-white bells of the gingili and the yellow
~ cusps of the ground-emerald. My heart leaps with the innocent
lambs that frisk and play about in the evening light, like golden
balls tossed by the creator’s hand. My soul feasts on this grand
panorama of varied and refreshing scenes, threads woven into this
mystic fabric, perfect, chaste, and coloured by the divine hand.

What man is it that calls this life an empty dream, a delu-
sive phantom, an abode of morbid cares!. No! life is worth living,
Who else that has the power of perception of the varied glory
and charm of Nature's works, the sense to enjoy the delicacies
of the creator’s art, shall summarily dismiss with this life as a
delusion of the Omnipotent, or a snare of lthe infernal Devil !
No; I count it happy to live and die as a ‘ Man, to enjoy the
grand harmony that permeates the universe, to chant my humble
prayers at this living ultar of the Supreme-Being.

~G. MapHAVAN Prnrat, IILL
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To Onjam,.

——— e

8eason of abounding plenty and of mirth

Close following in the steps of the New Year,
You come with dance and song and festal cheer
As if in welcome of the new born Earth.

Fly from your smiling presence want and dearth
Sick Famine, hunger pal=, soul eating care,
Worn toil and drudgery and wan despair,

Bring peace and plenty to the poorest hearth,
Restore the ancient sense of brotherhood

Unite our jarring parties in a band

Of workers, for the common cause of good
Love and goodwill diffuse thro’ all the land.
Grant us all noble ends we may attain ;

And bless our gracious Regent’s golden reign.

[ANON.] |
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Unemployment.

There do not exist on earth more pitiable creatures than the
average graduates of our University. The labourers in the mills
can go on strike and dictate terms to their employers and have
their wages increased. But the graduates of our University have
to submit to the same pay as it was years ago and that also if they
get the chance. They are not able to maintain their families with
the average pay they get. Indeed, pity is roused at the sight of
a graduate with sunken eyes, sallow cheeks, emaciated look and a
body almost reduced toa skeleton. He and his child deteriorate
in physique and if this process goes on for another generation the
class will be wiped cut. Now the cheapest commodity in the market
is the helpless graduate.

Our universities are huge factories turning out graduates in
large numbers. We are having only a short of clerk rearing edu-
cation. Our educational system allows little scope for technical or
agricultural education. It will be interesting to note that of the
18500 graduates of the University of Madras whose careers have
been traced, some 3700 have taken up government or administrats
ive service. About an equal number have embraced the teaching =
ptofession * and nearly 6000 have gone into law. Medicine has
only 763 devotees, commerce only 100 and science only 56. How
stnall are the latter figures ! :

The solution of our unemployment lies on the fields of the
country. There are here vast tracts of land which . remain uncul-
tivated. The best thing we can do is to take our lessons from the
European planters who take shelter in our hills. They come here
as planters and with in a few years become rich.; The Indian has
profited where he has followed the policy of the European. One
gentleman of Trivandrum has 120 acres of ground at Nedumangad,
In forty acres he has planted rubber and in the rest, cocoanuts and
tapioca. He has altogether spent some Rs. 8000 for the cultivation.
Of this 8000 he has spent 4000 on rubber alone. If the price of
rubber does not diminish considerably he hopes to get an annual
income of at least Rs. 20,000 with in two or three years.

A minimum sum of Rs. 2000 has to be spent on a man’s edus
cation till he graduates himself. If he can invest such a sum in

ate bl S Shmm s relp b P dataiinh
*  What ay embrace [/ —1d,
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cultivation, then certainly he can have an income within a few
years on which he can live. Let us form ourselves into groups

and try to get lands on lease from landed men or from the
Government.

Rice is the staple food of the country. It should be cultiva-
ted to the utmost possible extent. We must return to our villages
and try to cultivate paddy in the most economic and the most
scientific manner. Tapioca has come to be the staple food for
the masses of Kerala. Many parts of our country provide con-
genial soil for its growth. In the hilly parts of the land rubber
and tea can be successfully planted. The growing of plantain has
come to be a very profitable business. Yearly large amounts of
plantain fruits are exported from the country and the demand for
the same is always becoming greater and greater. Here cultiva-
tion can be carried on of annuals, biennials or triennials, according
to the nature of the soil. Cereals and oil-seeds can be grown with
great profit.

There is ample scope for work for those who are commercial-
ly inclined. There are ample conveniences for the starting of
various industries, Foremost of all labour is cheap, and raw-
materials can be had in plenty. The coir industry which is taking
root in the land, the mat industry of Central Travancore, the paper
manufacture of Punaloor and the match factory of Thenmalai
should fill our minds with various possibilities that lie latent in
this land of ours.

So my brothers, be up and doing.  Cast aside all slumber and
idleness and take to life seriously. Follow the industrious Japan
which came to the forefront of natioms within half a century of
ceaseless work and trying efforts. By improving our industry and
agriculture fry to make bread for the hungry and home for the
homeless,

K. MADHAVAN NAIR, CLass IV,
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The “Charioteer” of the Eight-seater.

Have you ever signed your life away to the tender mercies of
His Majesty of the road, the “charioteer” of the eight-seater—that
screeching, honk-honking abomination of our thoroughfares which,
only 15 years ago, were a perfect paradise of creaking and pictures-
que conveyances wailing along the road and suggesting a world of
repose and contentment ? The question is hardly fair to you; for
who could escape this Argus-eyed impostor of the motor-stand ? He
spots you out from among a thousand and pounces upon you with
the unceremonious bad manners characteristic of histribe. Hardly
does he give you time to haggle or bargain, but, assisted by a pair
of forbidding henchmen, he just bundles you into his vehicle;
which, at once, hurtles along the road. You meekly submit to your
fortune or misfortune and fall into your place, breathless, exhausted
and perhaps consoled that there are no more hours of weary wait-
ing, and you are off for your destination. But how sadly you are
mistaken | You have become a public parade, an exhibition, a
placard of advertisement to lure those hesitant unfortunates whom
business still calls but their better counsels urge them to bide their
time. You perform glorious revolutions, you make Municipal
circuits round all the toll-gates of this unfortunate town ; and you
are status quo ante bellum.” Although the old proverb says “a
rolling stone gathers no moss,” still seven more unfortunates, quiet
meek-eyed, docile victims like you have been netted, and you feel
like Mrs. Hardcastle under the custody of Tony Lumpkin, full of

dire prospects and fearful visions. And you are not much mistaken,
my friend.

You believe now that you are well under weigh, the anchot
has been lifted. But it is not yet to be. There is something more to
give the last touch to this elaborate and somewhat cumbrous ritual
of starting on a journey home. As you are careering past the Main
Road “leaving trails of dust” behind and children gazing through
the windows at you, your ears are suddenly assailed by a grunting,
accompanied by two hiccoughs. There is a nerve-rattling sudden
break. To all your questions regarding these new developments,
the proxy-driver (the real one is yet to come) seems to pay no
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attention at all. He just tosses his head aside and you suddenly
realise that you are deposited before the Police station.

“What is this for ?” You ask the knowiug passenger by your
side and he promptly replies “Permit” What this mysterious pro-
cess is which seems to proceed in a slow circumspect manner, I
have not yet managed to clearly understand. Two police con-
stables mount sentinel over there; and our “son of Mars?’’, the
erst-while driver, is all humility and genuflection before them.
Nothing happens, not a word passes from one pair of lips to another
no paper flits about 5 things somehow develop until at last your

bk

“Conductor” furiously sets starting your machine. One—Two—
Theee Bah | Brer-r-r.ieeeec.. Ten thousand devils all at once and
with ore thought yell. The fellow runs back to the wheel and
adjusts. . Two explosions follow dying rapidly into silence.

You tfﬂ;n away in disgust, mutter to yourself in secret to give
up all journeys.......e.seeessbut who comes there! Ah!he is your
cicerone, the charioteer on the war-path! How majestically he
walks along in all the glory of Rs. 60 per mensem and a cigarette
sending villainous puffs of blue smoke straight into your eyes and
nostrils. Look at him | he is in all the pride of tight breeches and
a pair of boots that would have done credit to a Potsdam sergeant
As he mounts up to his seat, unmindful of every thing around him.
he just trods on your toes, squeezing life in agonising spurts, You
howl into his ears, but he is unconcerned.

As some tall cliff that lifts its awful form,

Swells from the vale, and midway leaves the storm
Though round his breast the rolling clouds are spread
Silent disdain settles on his head.

[Excuse the liberty with the lines, for no quotation would
suit our Lordly hero—born after poets ceased to sing].

His one conecern seems to be apparently for one individual
who sits by bis side to whom this superman, this denizen of the
elurs, whispers in broken monosyllables his last day’s adventures,
‘a)l the while racing along in dashing style, contemptuous of re-
gulation speed rules. Ye police-wallghs and traffic inspectors ! be
gone to the devil | :
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“I am the monarch of all I survey 3
My right there is none to dispute” ;

“Joy ride” you call it! it is a ride to Calvary for us who feal
martyr-like. De Quincey might talk of the glory of motion, wa
only feel its potential catastrophes in the shape of lumbering hay-
carts and ramshackle conveyances of a non-descript character- brist-
ling with bamboo-poles, designed by our ‘knickered ' - Providence
for a kind of Damocles sword reproving us for our sing on earth,
There ! see how our machine scuds along with the leap of a Kan-
garoo and the swerve of a champion International! for a minute,
the myrmidon of “Yama” perforims miracles with his steering, he
shaves past two bullock-carts, barges against an innocent harmless
rubbish-bin upsetting its contents and makes the heart jump into
anaged pedestrian’s mouth and rewards him with a present of his
choice vocabulary. After this escapade, see our man, see how the
conquering hero comes, his withers yet unwrung! He seems to
say like Marlowe’s Tamburlane.

Give me a map ;then let me see how much
Is left for me to conquer for all the world.

There are chauffeurs and chauffeurs. Some of them are the
most eminently companionable fellows on earth. His weakest
point is vanity. Touch him there and he is yours for ever. He
will change the course of the car meant for Trivandrum to Tinne-
velly, invite you to tea and will ask you ‘when he shall have the
pleasure of giving you a lift next. There is a large-heartedness, a
free-handedness in these fellows which is a pleasing surprise to
many of us entangled in the petty trafficking of the world. Such
impulses come only on occasions, but when they do come how
splendid it is! Then he expands under the gracious and benignant
spell of good-fellow ship and confides to usthe other side of his life,
that side which fewof us realise or care to for that matter.

How
he longs for rest, only rest, sweet rest, the poor chap.

“My feet are wearied, and my hands are tired

L R R senttte Sepppsoenen

~ ’Tis hard to toil, when toil is almost vain
In barren way’.
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I always think of these poor souls—my heart goesout tothem.
See how they toil morning to late in the night, bolting in a hurried
meal here, gulping down a cup of tea there ; now they snatch a few
hours of sleep and anon they are awakened out of it, for 8 fellows
are on pressing business bent and are prepared to pay double the
price for their tickets. It was during one such occasion I got the
chap to give me a glimpse of his life. He is his ideal self then.
We are all our ideal selves at unwonted moods of exaltation or
self-revelation, but ‘the pity of it, O Iago, the pity of it is’ we sink
down to our normal when the mood is past and the dreariness of
life stifles us to the mean philosophy of daily existence. We
pleasantly indulge in daydreams backed up by ancestral acres land
a father holding office drawing a fat salatry, but the chauffers, for
whom life itself isa lottery-wheel which throws out blank tickets
for them, regards it as it should be —a matter of brief speculation in
the great stock-exchange.

THE WAYFARER.
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Dandyism in the Science College.

Dandyism is a vice which is freely indulged in by almost all
young men and particularly by students. The term “Dandy,” as
I understand it (and I am not sure I understand it right) has a very
wide significance. The peculiar type of human beings called
Dandies can be roughly classified into two categories i. e., those
who take great trouble to appear dandies and those who are to
the manner born. 1 am not afraid our College has not gained
distinction by possessing members of the latter category, but we
possess many aspirants in our midst, who, I hope, may be as good
as the latter kind, T may even wish them every success in their
enterprise, but God help them when they do succeed !

In our daily and hourly existence in the College, we see short
men with long moustaches, long men with short beards, young

- boys with flowing scarfs round their necks, old gentlemen with

their shining crowns, but with the end of a gaily-coloured silk
handkerchief just peeping out of their pocket, and lastly the large
crowd of sportsmen with their shirts-collars thrown over their
coats. Open coats and open shirts seem to be the order of the
day; and a gentleman whose coat reaches up to within a foot of
the knee is soon made to feel that he offends against all the un-
written laws of fashion. Flannel socks and hunting-coats in sum-
mer and muslin shirts and silk turbans in winter are trim in the
eyes of these latter-day leaders of fashion. A full suit aggreeably
trimmed, a pair of ear-rings and an orthodox caste-mark agree
very well indeed with an Englishman’s hat!!! In this state of
things, a student who fails to perform convolutions with his tie
and does not carry a pocket mirror is the laughing stock of the
college world. I cannot see my way to gauge the meaning of all
this except if it be for the following advantage derived. The
scarf or muffler, as it is more popularly called, which is tied round
the neck is perhaps intended to keep the neck straight. The
sportsman’s collar thrown over the coat may save the coat collar
from being worn thread-bare and besmeared with oil into the
bargain. But amidst all this reasoning, the facial contortions of
an amateur tie-wearer, the hopeless attempts which a juvenile
makes in fixing up his collar-studs and the agonies of a youth, who
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is the first in his line of descent from greét-great (and many other

greats) grandfather to wear shoes, deserve more our pity than our
censure.

Again it passes my comprehension to grasp how these poor
fellows get through their examination when almost all their time
is taken up in referring to the catalogues of fashionable tailoring

firms like Whiteaways and Asquith Lord to see which kind of |

cut is the order of the day. I hope it will not be out of the way

to request our University to establish hair-dressing and up to-date
tailoring as optional subjects for collegiate courses so that record
results and the utilization of excess energy may both be achieved.
Almost all the talk of these poor fellows is centred upon the

defects of this shirt or that coat or the charms of this scarf or that
tie.

Then again rolled gold safety pins with ‘ my love’ or ‘dearest
engraved upon it are glittering on the shirt-front of every other
student in the College whose cherished love is perhaps still unboin,
Blue serge and silk coats are the rage. Alas! to think that in a
Science College where hydrogen sulphide reigns supreme and
sulphur-dioxide is not infrequently present, these things, serge and
silk coats, flowing ties and coloured mufflers, nice kerchiefs and
polished shoes, do not meet their well-deserved fate.

V. PADMANABHAN Nair, IIL



e 4

i

THE OLD COLLEGE. 23

Rat‘an’s Son.

e

Narendra, the youngest son of Ratan, a petty revenue officer,
was only four years old when he was sent to the nearest village -
school. The master was an aged man, who ‘knew well the truth
of the maxim “spare the rod and spoil the child” and acted upon
it. Narendra had heard much about the severity of the master
and was now standing trembling from head to foot in front of that
grave dignitary. The other boys were anxiously waiting to know
the fate of the new-comer when, to their suprise, the master, then,
in one of his best humours, smilingly bade Narendra sit beside him-
self and try to count from one up to fifty.

Within a month Narendra had grown accustomed to this new
routine and soon worked his way up to the top of the class. The
master began to evince a special fondness towards him by sending
him on petty errands as fetching water to wash the blackboard
with, reporting the misbehaviour of other boys to their parents etc.
This naturally roused the jealousy and wrath of those boys who
began to exclude Narendra from their company. Narendra was
deeply pained at this, and at times his grief amounted to fits of
anger that almost choked him. One day the master overheard two
of the urchins plotting a conspiracy against Narendra. Instantly
he summoned them forth and thrashed them to his hearts’ content.

Though Narendra was thus the favourite of his master, he
soon began to weary of the tiny village school shed. His whole
heart was yearning with a desire to go to the English High School
he had ‘heard so much of. Accordingly the next year he bade
adieu to the village school master, for his father had resolved to
send him to the high school.

The very atmosphere of the new school had a poisonous effect
on Narendra. He soon became the foremost of a group of boys
who seldom visited the class and, when they did, rarely heeded
what the teacher was saying but were always plotting some mis-
chief. On the day preceding the day of the Navarathri festival,
these boys managed in secret to keep packets containing explosive
mixturcs beneath the legs of the teacher’s chair, so that a loud
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explosion might be heard, as soon as he took his seat. But the
_teacher easily discovered the whole secret and reported the matter
to the headmaster. The culprits were detected and when the
school had assembled were severely flogged and publicly repri-
manded. A full report of Narendra’s misbehaviour together with
a list of the low marks he had got ‘was sent to his father. At once
Ratan summoned up the boy before him and said: * Narendra,
my dear son, can’t you imagine how much, I am pained at your
conduct? Don’t you realise that I am getting old and that you
are the very prop of my age. Remember, Narendra, that a mo-
ment lost in idle pursuits can never be purchased back at any cost
whatsoever. Time is golden but a ton of gold can’t purchase a
moment of time. So, my boy, be wise and dutiful to your masters,

work hard and make people say ‘ There goes a nice chap.’ It is
never too late to repair.”

This short speech had such an effect on the boy that he set
himself up to act according to its very letter. He gave up the

company of the juvenile vagabonds whose leader he once had
been and soon made himself the first in his class.

Thus years came and went and Narendra had reached the
highest form in the school. He was now one of the distinguished
boys and was always to be seen poring over his books, preparing
for the impending examinations, in which, if successful, he would
pass on to the College, God willing. Narendra was dreamily look-
ing on to the time when he would have the proud joy of entering
the portals of the College; but as we shall presently see he nevef
found an undergraduate’s life any the happier. * The pleasure or
expecting enjoyment is often greater than that of obtaining it."”

#* * * *

Narendra was seated comfortably inside a second-class rail-
way compartments and Ratan, proud father who could not be-
grudge a second class passage for his son, was standing on the
platform warning his son against the various dangers and tempta-
tions to which he wovld be exposed during his college life away
from home. “ My dearest son” he was saying, don’t forget any-
thing I have told you. Remember, my child, that a single moment
in which you have'nt gained some real knowledge is a moment
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Jost for ever in your life.- Try to be acquainted with all the
branches of knowledge, the various sciences for example, and
especially political science and political economy, for I wish you
to compete for a post in the civil service. If your companions call
you a book-worm, heed them not. Work patiently and you are
sure to be successful :in the long run.” Narendra hummed the
familiar lines to himself

“ The heights by great men reached and kept
Were not attained by sudden flight.
They while their companions slept
Were toiling upwards in the night,”
and found an added.inspiration thereby.

Scarcely had Ratan finished his speech than the train whistled
and began to move while the g;uérd shouted out to the aged man,
whose cheeks were bedewed with tears, to get away. But Ratan
stood rooted to the spot with his eyes fixed on a particular com-
partmeut of the moving train till it was lost out of sight.

Narendra in College was all that his dear father wanted him
to be; he snatched off a good number of prizes, was the pet of
his professors, a model of good conduct and a sound scholar. But
now and then would come stealing into his heart the demon of
sadness and discontent that would fill him with despair. As he
grew older and older and passed from boyhood to adolescence, he
grew wan and moody and would contemplate vaguely on the
dreams of his boyhood. With a gesture of impatience he would
wantonly shatter the vain fancies crowding on his mental vision and
took a wicked delight in picturing his failure and the frustration of
all his dear father’s hopes. “ Was the applause of socicty all that
a good man should possess, or is there not something more funda-
mental for enjoying real happiness. Are not all our earthly ambi-
tions mere vanity, fluff, dandelion seeds in the wind, thin vapours
of fever ?” So would run Narendra’s thoughts. These vagrant
fancies never stayed long in his mind though they came often. It
is enough to say that he soon passed out of the college and is now
an officer in the civil service on a comfortable salary.

He has now realised everything that he vainly had hoped
would give him the greatest happigess, To attain what he is now
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had been the highest ambition he could.conceive of a few years
before. Nevertheless it must be confessed that he is least con-
tented with ‘his lot now. After all, those fugitive guests of his
mind during his College career which made him so sad, so dis-
contented had left their matks behind.

Such is human nature.” As we approach the objects of our
ambition nearer and nearer they seem to recede further and fur-
ther away. No oneis/contented in:this world. ‘Fhere is always
something left to desire and thelast thing longed for‘always seems
the most necessary to happiness. = The truest philosophy is ot to
long for anything iu particular but to accept everything ‘as it comes
and find out the reason of its coming.: :

P NILAKANTAN NATR 1I,

¥
£ 3
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The Sense of Humour,

What is “Sense of Humour” ? Tt is like an itch-that breaks unex-
pectedly and you must give into it. "It is spontaneous. -Of that
thereis no doubt. Try to explain a joke to one who comes to you
with a worried look and wants you to explain why exactly you or
some |one else laughed when.......,,Sense of . humour -has to be
cultivated. There is a world of difference between person in regard
to their capacity for enjoying:jokes. ;. Take . puns for instances.
There are puns which would. justify-murders. and. there are others
which you can tolerate. For instance: —

HE. _How would you like to go driving on. Sundé.y ? ‘
SHE: . (full of hopes) Very/much.indeed. ;Thank you.
HE: Here is a nail. Go get yourself a hammer

Well: you have survived it, but can you say the same of
your temper. Shc must have felt like driving more than a nail
into “His” ‘head. But driving and locomotion affords a variety of
opening for one who puns. For instance: :

HE: Where do 2ll the old cars go?

SHE: They don’t.

Tit for tat. She has got her own back and with interest. So
we can leave them for the time being and go further afield where
we see an artist busy with some drawing.

WE: What are youdrawing please.
THE ARTIST: A horse and buggy.
WE: The horse can be seen but what about the buggy ?

THE ARTIST: The horse is to draw the buggy. Of course
you are squashed, but sense of humour makes demands on your
talent for giving and taking. You have to take it quietly unless

you can think of something to retort. That is the worst of retorts.
They strike you hours afterwards.

There are jokes which depend on others. How pathetic is the
case of a man who laughs because the others do but who, not
knowing the joke within the joke, betrays himself,



9% . . .. fHE.OLD COLLEGE,

HE: why'the village is the most awful hole. There is
not Even a Ford to be seen.

i ' SHE: Oh ! what an uncanny surrounding. Don’t ask me to
explain please. The Editor may, because I know he langhed
when he read this. :

Obscurity lends charm only temporarily, so I owe it to you
to finish off with something which is not so dense.

THE MAGISTRATE : (fo the laccused) what have you to
say to the charge of driving rashly.

SHE: The policeman has been telling a lie. I was not
going any where near 40 miles an hour. I could excuse him if he
said 30 though 20 would have been nearer the mark; and I feel
certain that I may have, perhaps been going somewhere near 10
miles an hour. As a matter of fact, when I think of it. ..coeveiians

THE MAGISTRATE: Please stop! Fine Rupees 25. If
I allow you a minute longer you will back into some one.

“THETA”
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Hello! Here we are again. A year has whistled round and '

work has begun afresh once more. Clubs and associations are after
an aestivation, rousing themselves. Valedictory and inaugural
meetings are to be held. Secretaries and new members are
elected and tennis balls shoot up and down while the “bad ” balls

float gracefully though caressed by tennis rackets. The world goes
on and so do we.

The influx of new budding scholars is indeed a unique one this
year. Itisa pleasant sight. Little gentlemen barely four feet
high cheerfully prance about from ‘the Chemistry Lab to the
Mathematics Lecture Hall. Professors, to be sure, are at
a loss, at odd moments, to know whether they are dealing with
Fourth Form scholars playing the truant from neighbouring schools
or candidates of the Madras University 5 but elder brethren with
stubble growths soon solve the dilemma.

The seniors are just beginning to feel the gravity of the relam.
The beginnings of connection currents are seen rising in different
directions and the temperature that will reach its maximum at the
selections, we hope, will not be too disastrous. We wish them well.

2.  Staff —Mr. R. Krishnaswamy Iyer,our dearly loved prin-
cipal, has gone on leave preparatory to retirement. There is no
doubt that he enjoys a well-merited rest after a long and meri
torious record of service as professor, principal and acting
Director. But ours is the loss. However we are assured on all
sides that from distant Parur he radiates the influence of his person-
ality and that still we have his ardent sympathies. The testament
of his public career which he gave in the form of the ‘‘ Principal’s
speech” last College day is a challenging testimony to the greatness
and goodness of his work. Mr. K. S. Padmanabha Iyer, our Zoology
Professor after his excursions into the insides of earthworms and
such other creatures has rejoined duty. May we expect the pleasure
of being conveyed at least in the word of fancy and imagination
through some of those delightful trips of his? We notice two new
additions to the staff. Displaced from the Women’s College Mr-
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Nambooripad of Mathematics has alighted on ours. Similarly has
Mr. Godavarma migrated from the Arts College. Both are young
men. May we whisper into the ears of the to—be secretaries of
College and Onam Day functions ? - That reminds us!! The heat
and competition for the secretaryship is great, but itis a woeful fact
that once the functions are over the poor creature ‘is left fatigued,
threshed, worn and weary.

3. The long-ago foretold ‘“‘wing” of the Chemistry Depart-
ment is fast booming into existence, and the “ugliest unit” in the
“‘glorious pile” is turning a bilaterally symmetrical beauty. Thead-
dition will, we hope, no longer necessitate the painful rotation of
classes—Intermediate and B. A. Man is ever striving more and
more, higher and higher. So is the Chemistry Department. Now
that she is developing her hither to non-existent “Wing”, she ravi-
shes to soar higher in the more rarefied climes of Honors classes.
We wish her the best of good luck but with an N. B.—*“Addition of
Honours without increase of odours-please.”

4. The annual foot-ball match with the Kottayam College
was not played last year. The fault is ours. We were to have
gone to Kottayam. The new executive under which the foot-ba]]
club seems to have derived new vigour, may be expected to do things
better. The annual match with Kottayam is a useful jnstitution and
should not be allowed to die. Qur football club has recently been
allowed to use the cavalry, Parade -grounds for twa days in the
week, thanks to the commandant. ' (His kindness :makes us' feel

neighbourly.. ‘Will not: one -of the energetic Secretaries ‘get him .

to make a speech or preside’? The sentry at the gate ‘is harmless
though forbidding. 'Don'’t all rush at once please).. The want of a
proper field has been ' thus partially madeup for. May our team
be successful in their next encounter with the Kottayam !

5.. - The Naturnal Science Association, it seems has. gone out
of existence. As yet we see no signs of any election of new mem-
bers. - We would request the members to rouse: themselves. ' And
the. Mathematics Association ?  We have seen nothing ef it this
year till now. ‘

6. The new movement of the Young Women’s Student Associ-
ation’ has found its way to the Ladies Waiting Room. 'We hear of

I e



THE OLD COLLEGE. !

meetings, socials and teas. They bave had an excursion to Covelong
The principal has been approached onthe subject and has pro-
mised his whole-hearted support. The Y. W. C. A. building on the
main road is under. construction. - Once it is over  this branch of a
world wide federationin Trivandrum hopes to have greater scope—

as for instance, games. - ‘The healthy and interesting side of it all-
is bound to flourish.

7. The Lady students ! | Do they form an integral part of our
college ? Shy certainly they areby virtue of their sex but is that
any excuse for them to crawl moreiinto their tiny molluscan shells ?
Except as silent listeners in the class rooms, in what other respects
are they participating in the larger life of the college ? True they are
there for study and knowledge, but is that restricted to the class
rooms ?  As students of the college they should'take an interest—
nay even an active interest in its doings, 'attend the meetings of
the various Associations, or at least those belonging to their own
groups of study and be visible at gatherings to be at least hearers
if not speakers. And above all, they must remember that they are
only a handful in the college as compared with the boy students ;
and as such they can show to others what great achivements can be
effected by common effort actuated by common interests.They should
be able to subdue more easily than a numerically larger body of
students any spirit of sectional rivalry that might chance to spring
up. It is not impossibilities they are expected to do. High flights
and dazzling brilliance may not be achieved by all.- It is not often
we get a Physics First class. - But a legitimate -amount of mere
interest and service they owe the institution which is fostering

with care their young minds and helping them to be the women
they are to be tomorrow.

8. And now we turn to a sad theme: It is rarely-and so far

. a8 we remember this is the first time—that we have an obituary
- notice in these columns. And that adds poignancy to our sorrow
in having to ehronicle the death of one of our students MrC. K.

Krishna Pillai. The Chemistry Association in an extraordinary
meeting of its members held on the 3rd August passed a condolence
resolution. That is the only offering we can make to the departed
spirit ; but what a sad spectacle it is, the very young silently : join-
ing the majority before their time, Let us lament the event and

- e
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at the same time offer our prayers for the soul of the departed
Amen !

9. We publish elsewhere an account of the doings of the
various clubs and societies of the college. Some of them are
getting into the swing of it, others are lumbering sluggishly behind
while two are not heard of. We know of the difficulties that the
secretaries have to overcome but overcome them they must. The
Secretary of a college society must also combine a political party ;
and his lobbying consists in buttonholing hesitant stragglers and
dragging them to the Association meetings until they choose to
come of their own occord. Some say the First Term has not been
marked by any outburst of energy; but there is still time and
better late than never. Characteristically enough the debating
society gave us the privilege of listening to that accomplished
orator Mr Satyamurthi and later' Professor Charu Deva Sastri of
Lahore. The Physics Association enabled us to make the acquain-

- tance of Captain E. D. Smith of the Edinburgh University on the

entrancing subject of ‘‘Radio”

10, UN1VERSITY RESULTS —MARCH 1927,

Intermediate.
No ptesented. Passes. Part I only. Part 1I only
: I class 11 class
Group1 116 12 28 28 4
w11 - 103 1 25 S 7
B. A.

Part 1 No, Sent up—153
No. of passes——class 1

class 1T 1
class III 77

—e

Total 8  (50.98 %)
Part 11 No. Sent up. No. of passes Total %
: (6 C e G (I § A |
Group I 42 2R g B s N
SR 20 S e R D
»o Il B 36 . e e
i 3L A 30 g o

22 20 867

e
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No. of complete .'p.C,ZSSES distributed as follow:
(52 out of 140 that appeared for the whole Examination)

Group [ 15
SRR 8
ks HIAES 16
wadl LA 13

Preliminary Honors (Mathematics) 18 passed out of 19 that
appeared. ‘

11. THE MAGAZINE BOARD.

Securely perched in that position of vantage—to wit, the
College window, one always looks outward, philosophy succeed-
ing fact, the pen moving on as theme succeeds theme. But not
always are things like that. Sometimes we are at the end of our
tether; and as we screw up our foreheads, biting the pen in hand,
revolving on matters which we might have omitted to mention, we
suddenly realise this or that we have forgotten. And the habit of
looking outward makes us very rarely look into ourselves and dis-

- cover our faults. For instance it was only at the close of these

random reflections we were able to notice that we had omitted to
mention the names of the new members of the Magazine Board,
And here they go. '
Mr. K Madhavan Nair (IV) Student Editor (elected)

. O. C. Mathew (1N 5 " (nominated)

,» P. R. Ranganatha Bhat (IV) Class representative

» P. Sankara Pillai CLID) S v

5» V. N. Sivaramakrishnan (H2) Honours class representative
Miss B. M. Gomez, Lady Students’ representative
Mr. A. Raman Tampi (II) Group II class representative

y» P. Narayana Pillai (IT) Group I

» W. S. Rasa'am (I) Group II

3 L}]

9 3]

12. Remember! Remember! September! was the first line
of a slogan intended by one of us to be included in the Book of
Logarithms supplied to students by the University so as to remind
them of certain important matters. But as the September exami:

nations did not wait for the poet to finish his song, we are unable
to publish the same.
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Athletic Notes.

——————

The Gymnasium.

The great usefulness and wide popularity of gymnastics in the
college is often not well understood. The fact that the gymnastium
has now 150 members—a little more than the strength of the Col-
lege Tennis Club—is an indication of the affectionate patronage
which gymnastics receive .at the hands of the students of the
college. Nevertheless the fact remains that anybody who visits
gymnasium between 4 and 5 in the evening will be disgusted with
the spectacle beforc him. Want of room is very keenly felt.
There is barely standing room for the aspirants to grand physiques
who crowd there on evenings. There are 150 juvenile souls and
they have but one pair of dumbbells. That broken little thing there,
it is said, used to be a developer in its times. Due to the unsatis-
factory equipment of the gymanasium many people are forced to
testrict their activities to the wooden club and the horizontal bar.
Lines of improvement are multifarious; and we hope that these
will receive the attention that they deserve.

The Tennis club,

Since our last appearance there has been only one little
change in the administrative staff of the College Tennis Cluh. To-
wards the close of the last academic year, a highly contested elec-
tion took place; and Mr*M Krishna Pillay became the Secretary.
Mr. Balakrishna Warrier at the request of the members agreed to
continue as the Vice President for one more year. MrC. V. the
athletic member of the college council continues to be the Ex-
Officio President. ‘

Tennis still enjoys its traditional popularity among the stud:
_ ents. Butit has to be said that the club does not grow along
with its usefulness and popularity. At present a hundred and odd
‘members are distributed among the six courts; so much so many a
member has to be satisfied with a single set per day.

In the college tournaments held during the last academic yeat,
Mr. C. V. C. showed to what high standard of game he could work
himself up. DBesides the trophy for the ‘Doubles’ he won also
the ‘Champion Ship Singles’ by defeating Raja at the final match,
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Again in the ‘Handicap Siugles’ he came up to the final match
which was played between himself ‘and Madhavan Nair. But the
day was too short for the match ; and the secretary had. to think
of arranging a fresh match to be played on another day. Just at
this time C. V. C. announnced his- withdrawl from the tournament
and the trophy went to Madhavan Nair.

This is the season of tournaments. The Travancore Athletic
A§sociation Tennis Tournments are nearly over. The College Tennis
Tournaments come off shortly. In every court may be observed
conferences discussing the merits of this player or the weakness of
that. Then there are the veterans, sitting over everything, attending
with a dignified reserve, to the prattles of the younger generation of
ternismen about ‘hope’and ‘chance ' !

The Botanical Lahoratory is becoming -a regular nuisance to
the tennismen of the College. Day by day all kinds of dirty liquids
descend in torrents and flood the little world near the tennis courts
below. Asa result the members of the Il andIII courts are putto
the disgusting business of playing with wet balls. May we hint
that this little bit of “Social Service” may be discontinued.

The Football club.

We had occasion to hear that nice little appeal which the
athletic member of the college council made to the members of
the college foot ball club when they were assembled, at the beginning
of this year, to elect office bearers fer the current year. He re-
ferred to the extremely disorganised condition in which the Foot-
Ball Club had been for years past and expressed his opinion that
this was mainly due to the lack of interest which the members dis-
played. He exhorted the members to rouse themselves and emulate
the College Tennis Club whichhas been for long enjoyinga reput-
ation for organised management and efficient sportsmauship.
When we heard this we thought, that the majority of the members
would take it as but the mere fulfilment of one of the conventional
duties of the althletic memnber Exofficio President of the Foot Ball
Club. But the majority of the members, we have since been able
to see—have taken thatspeech to heart ; and we are happy to record
that the Football Club is trying hard to fulfill to the very word
he fond hopes of Mr. C. V.C. Korah and Mathew the captainand
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the secretary réspectively deserve congratulations for that one
great achievement, not tospeakof the wonderful feats of foot ball
playing which they exhibited at the recent tournments.

Tournaments ?—ah! that brings a volley of reflections both
joyful as well as sad. In spite of unsportsmanlike attempts on the
part of certain peaple, to sling mud on the fair name of the
College, our team worked its way up to the final match in the
H. H the Maharanee Regent's Cup Football Tournament. = Even
though our boys exhibited fine play even at the final match, they
were not able to overcome the titanic strength which was a
characteristic feature of the St. George A team, our opponents.
Did capricious providence grudge a big build to our Mathai, Mathews
and Oommens? Another disadvantage which our College had to
cope with was that Long Eapen’s injured forehead made it entire-
ly impossible for him to place his high head at the service of the
college. These two disadvantages combined rendered futile the
miraculous defence which Varghese our Back set up and’ shattered
the cherished hopes of the Collegians. Our team lost the match
by one goal. But let us hope that better luck will attend us next
time.

One important event in the history of thé Football Club this
year is that it has been permitted to use the Cavalry Parade
Ground for two days in the week. Major Turner need hardly be
assured of our deep appreciation of his kind concession.

The Junior Football Club is also active. The Ground which
the juniors are using—God knows who else are using it !—is even
now dirty as ever. We are perfectly at a loss to find a satisfac-
tory remedy for this evil.

0, C. M.
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elubs and Societies. -

\

The Debating Society

- The Society was particularly fortunate in having Mr. Satya-
murthi of Madras as a speaker in an extraordinary meeting of the
society when Mr. Chandrasekharan, Professor of English presided.
Mr. Satyamurthi spoke in his characteristically eloquent manner ta
a large audience consisting of both students and members of the
staff, on*"University Problems”. Mr Satyamurthi raised some con-
tentious issues like compulsory military training which the chairman
answered in the course of his concluding address. But the chair-
man endorsed the views of the speaker in regard to his remedy for
unemployment and challcngmg plea for the vernac:ulars

An ordinary meeting of the Debating Society was held when
Dr. Moudgill opened a discussion on “Is India progressing ?’ The
Doctor gave an eloquent and interesting lecture on the degenera-
tion of India and he implored the stadents, who are the rising stars
inthe horizon of future India, to render their motherland worthy
in the eyes of the world. Many students took part in the discussion
that followed. It is a noteworthy fact that the meeting was pre-

sided over by a student Mr. O. C. Mathew IV class; our Associate
Editor.

: There ‘was another meeting of the society on the 1st of Sept.
when Mr, Charudeva Sastri M. A, M. O. L. Professor of Sanskrit
D. A. V. College, Lahore, gave an interesting and eloquent lecture

on “The Standard of Morality in Vedic India”. Mr. Gopalakrishna
Iyer, Assistant Professor of English presided.

We hope for a vigorous and active life of the society under
' its enthusiastic vice-president Mr. G. Gopalakrishna Iyer and its
young and able Secretary Mr. G. Madhavan Pillai.

The Chemistry Association.

An extraordinary meeting of the Association was held on the
3rd August when the following resolution was passed. “This meet-
ing of the Chemistry Association of the Science College expresses
its sorrow at the sad and untimely demise of Mr. C. K. Krishna
Pillai, one of its members’’.
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The inaugural meeting of the above. Association was held on
the 23rd August when Dr. K. L. Moudgill gave an interesting ad-
dress on “Chemistry in the service of man”. Mr: James Pryde,
Principal, presided. The speech was a masterly ane and the fun-
ction was a decided success.

An ordinary meeting of the Association was held on the 2nd
of September when Mr. K. Krishnan Nair of the Junior B, A. class
read an essay on ‘“ Wirless Telegraphy ”. We congratulate the
Secretary Mr. Sankaran on his good record of work.

The Physics Association.

The inaugural meeting for the year was held on Wednesday
the 10th August when Captain Edward Duncan Smith M. I. E. E,,
M. I. R. E., (Edin) delivered before a large gathering of students
and members of the staff a very interesting lecture on “Radio’,.

An ordinary meeting of the Association was held on Thursday
the 25th August when Mr. M. S. Rama Iyer, Assistant Professor:
gave a very eloquent “and instructive lecture on ‘° The Theory of
Errors”. We request.the Secretary—elect to try to make the Asso-
ciation an energetic one in the next term also.

The Arts Club.

At'a meeting of the members of the Arts Club held on 24-8-27,
the report of the activities of the club during the past year was read
and passed. The following office bearers were elected for the
year:

Mr. R. Srinivasan M. A. (President.)
.» K. R. Krishna Iyer M. A. (Vice-President).
,» G. Gopalakrishnier M. A. . (Treasurer).

» A Venkatachala Iyer M. A. }
S. R. Vasavanta Rao (IV class)
A. O. Oommen (IV)

» K. M. Dasthagar (I1I)
R

Secretaries).

|
»» K. M. Thomas (II) > Student members
. ..Padmanabha Pillai (I) | of the Committee,
Miss Thankamma Varghese (I1I) J

-7

.\
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The club has already started its activities for the year with a
“Kathakalakshepam” by Professor R. Srinivasan the President of
the club. ‘The performance by the talented professor ‘was a brilli-
ant success. We expect many other performances of varied sorts
in the next term.

Mathematics and Natural Science Associations.

No report has been received by us.

It is a sad fact to be noticed that our societies are not very
active in the first term which is the best time suited for their acti-
vities. Secretaries! pull yourselves up a bit, please.

o K. M. NAIR.

£



40 THE OLD COLLEGE.

| Hostel Notes.

This year the Hostel enters the second year of its existence:
We are glad to note that a new mess for Mahommedans has been
opened this year ; and the number of inmates of the Ezhava mess
has also increased considerably. Now there are only about 85
students in the hostel unlike last year when it was full. This year
itis observed, that the strength of the Brahmin and Nair messes
has considerably decreased. It is also heard that life in the hostel
has become more costly, at least in the case of some messes. After
the reopening, some messes were managed from the hostel office and
the cost of messing alone went beyond Rs. 20 could it be due to the

fall in the number of inmates ? It would be, we think, a sound rule
to follow in respect of Hostels—the more the cheaper. There is
no reason why the hostel should not be full as usual.

A new secretary was elected for the Literary Union of the
Hostel: But no meeting has, up to the time of writing this, been
conducted- We hope that Mr. Govinda Rao, the Secretary, will
wake up and be active at least in the next term.

The proposed laying out new tennis and volley ball courts
seems still to hang fire, although a year has passed since the pro-
mise has been held forth, But now we understand that the work
of the much-talked of tennis courts is begun and we expect that
they will be made ready at least during the next term. The
only game that is played in the hostel now is badminton. We

expect a very considerable improvement in the atheletic side of'

the Hostel by the whole —hearted efforts of the new secretary of
the Athletics Association—Mr. Narayanan.
Granite walls are springing up rapidly round the hostel and the

small oval garden in front is improving and freshening up day by day.

It has come to be the centre of wit and humour ; and students
find the pleasant little area a fine restorative to wearied nerveS:
* The hostel inmates may be pardoned if,in the midst of such sur-
rounding, they contemplate their less fortunate breathern outside
migrating from their lodgings to their hostels and back with a
certain amount of well-fed ease and placid charity.

This year we hope frpm the inmates more co-operation & union
the want of which was badly felt in the last year’s Hostel Day

celebration. We wish them a happy year.
K. M, NAIR,
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