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EDITORIAL.

ﬂthe many events which have occurred since our
e, the visit of the Umvermty Inspection - Conﬁmssmnll*
er stands foremost, ’%ﬂig{-e is a provision in the Univer-
' r an inspection of this nature once in five years,
st Commission functioned exactly ten years ago. Since %
then we have made such progress in Collegiate Education in th&*""
State that a mere chronicle of the events'and the Structural add:- e ]
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; }; not seem fast, at any time and yet such dlstamce has beeﬁ covered
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recognised as a former adjunct of the College. The University s
Commission visited the School, presumably, because it is certain

that in any scheme of a University for Travancore or Kerala this ~
institution is destined to play a very important part and we feel :
that they must have been impressed by the potential worth of this
institution as a probable Intermediate College.
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Again The College for Women, it was called the College |
_MGlrls at that time even as ours was the College for Boys, ;
shared\wth the Girl’'s High School the red brick dwelling
opposite College. Dwarfed by the dimensions and lay-out of
the College, g institution did not impress upon visitors its pro-
per share of implrtance in the matter of the education of girls.
It has now found 1t home in Thycaud and its crescent building,
though incomplete, marks an impressive departure in architectural %
design in Travancore. We have no doubt that the mere fact of
being ‘educated in a place like this must have its ennobling influence |
on the scholars and we almost feel envious of our sisters. f

o .

And the Bifurcation. Amongst other changes, it is the land- !
mark indicating the spread of Collegiate Education and of the ‘
demand for further accommodation which was met by sending the
Arts Sections of the College to the building which was originally
planned and constructed for the Training College.

Within the College itself, the changes have been no less
important. Of special note were the introduction of Gr. II for
the Intermediate in 1923 and its subsequent development into
. Gr. III A for the B. A. Degree course and the introduction of the

© Honours course in Mathematics. Natural Science occupies the
" northern half of the main building and the so-called Natural

Science Building, erected as a temporary measure, is now destined
—we think permanently—to give relief to the tired out youth
after periods of grind in the Laboratories. The composition classes
alone afford some rest to the student who is otherwise rushing to
and fro, unable to snatch auy respite between lectures or any rest
between Practical Classes. The varied exercises he has to per-
form with no nterval for mental readjustments seem inevitable
under the present curriculam and the Composition class alone
seems to give the student the time to sit down and think out his
work. ( But this is by the way). :
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The two extensions to the Chemistry Department have
been completed since 1918, What this block looked like in 1918
may be seen from the three different shades of weathered colour-

ing on the tiles of the roof which distinguish the old from the first

extension (north wing ) and the recent extension (south wing.)
The Physics Department has extended its domain over the first
floor of the preparatory Building and the Mathematics. Depart-
ment is to be content with holding its classes in odd corners all
over the place. They still have the ground‘floor of the prepara-
tory building, and the only acquisition to their credit—if it can be
called an acquisition—is that misfit of a white bunglow which was
styled in 1918 as the European Professors’ Tiffin Room and
which is still sometimes remembered as such.
; 1 The visit of the Commission seems to have given satisfac-
tion to all. It is early to predict what . their report will say but
_the impressions that they appear to have formed will do justice to
the large sums of money and the efforts that have been expended

on the educational work which is being done by the Government of -

Travancore through its Government Institulions and through the
private Institutions which receive bountiful‘aid. But the questions
of Hostel accommodation and provision for games have been
recently discussed¥n University circles and in the Committees of
_ the Universites with so much vigour that the outlook of the
“Commissioners is likely to have been very vigilant on these points.
In both these directions we suffer from lack of accommodation.
The Commission met the Principals of the Colleges and
some of the representative men in the country in a Conference
with a view to gauge the views of the people of the State on the
question of University expansion. Except in so far that some of
the leading members of the Madras University will have been able
to form a sort of bird’s eyeview picture of the situation in Travan-
core, it is difficult to see what the Commission could or would do
in the matter. The initiative lies with the Government of
Travancore who would have to ‘foot the bill’. We could
probably afford a University in Travancore but the question has
to be examined not only from this aspect but also from the point
of view of unemployment which has followed the wake of rapid
advances in Collegiate education here and elsewhere and which is
- now looked upon as an attendant evil of higher education,
* * o *
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Mr. Stephenson proceeded to England on leave on grounds
of ill health in August. Rao Bahadur K. V. Rengaswami ‘[yengar
has been appointed to act as Director and in his place, Mr. C. V.
Chandrasekharan has been appointed to act as the Principal of the
Arts and Training Cclleges. Mr. E. T. Thomas comes to this
College as the Professor of English. We hope that a stay in his
home will restore Mr. Stephenson to good health. We offer our
congratulations to Rao Bahadur Rengaswami Iyengar and Mr.
Chandrasekbaran on their appointmentsand we congratulate and
welcome Mr. Thomas to the College.

* * - * : E3

The fifth volume marks a change on the Editorial staff and

the Managing Board. The Board has been reconstituted as fol-
lows :— 4

Dr. K. L. Moudgill Chairman.
Mr. A. Sivaramasubramoney Iyer Manager.
Mr. M. R. Balakrishna Wariar Staff Editor.
Messrs. Ramavarma Thampan ) Associate Editors
o S. Ramaswami Iyer (Students.)

Class Representatives.

Miss K Parvathi Amma Lady Student.
Messrs, K. Govinda Pillai Class 1V.

B P. N. Madhava Panikar LB

ki M. Lekshmana Pillai st LR GE AT

.~ K. T. Thomas TSRS

S P. K. Narayana Pillai A M

%5 K. P. Raman Pillai e sl

S S. Venkataraman Honours Classes.

Dr. Moudgill- continues as Chairman. As was predicted
two vears ago, Mr. Sivaramasubramoney Iyer has not been allowed
to rest on his oars for more than one term of office. By the same
token we may give a forecast to Mr. Satiavageswara Iyer that
two years hence he may be considered to have rested long enough
to be fit to get intc harness again. In the meantime we take this
opportunity of placing on record our deep appreciation of his
enthusiasm and talent which has kept the Magazine in form. Dr.

. Subramoney Iyer retires from the position of Manager and we
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may predict for him a return to the Board in a different role.
Both of them had a hard task before them and the way in which
they weathered the calm, inevitably following the storm of enthu-
siasm for fresh ventures—a calm of “ indifference and sometimes
apathy—calls for deep appreciation. Much of the credit of keep-
ing the Magazine going is due to the perseverence of Dr. H. S.
and to the irresistible tact and coaxing of Mr. S, S.

The task of those who take up the work is not light and
they do not enter upon it lightly. They feel certain that they may
count upon their compeers as substantial reserves.

The student Editors leave the College almost before they
leave the Magazine Board and they ‘fade out without the notice
which their hard labours of many kinds on the Magazine staff
would entitle them to. We extend to Messrs. Madhavan Nair and
Mathew (O. C. M.) our thanks for their contributions and their
services to the Magazine,

A depatture has been made from last year’s constitution of
the Board in not appointing an Editor for the Malayalam section,
This was felt necessary because the other Editors could not here-
tofore undertake the editing of this scction, but the present Editor
is expected to edit the entire Magazine. We offer our grateful
thanks to Mr. Gopala Pillai who stepped into the breach and who
raised the Malayalam section to a position which it would be
difficult to improve.
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THE PRESIDENTIAL SPEECH OF
MR.'K. NARAYANAN PANDALAI B. A. B. L.

On the occasion of the College Day Celebration 1928.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I heartily thank the College Day Committee and also Mr.
Pryde for conferring on me the distinction of presiding at the
meeting to-night. I had my doubts whether T would be reckoned
among the alumini of this College, bécause my optional subject
was Mental and Moral Science. I had in my heart always claimed
to be an old boy of this College and it grieved me to think of the
possibility of my claim being thrown out for the reason that the
Philosophy chair is in the Arts College and not here. My claim is
based on solid grounds. The Pﬁilosophy chair was re-established
in_the Arts College only very recently—snppose this had not
happened, where would we be then ? Neither here nor there.
Therefore when the invitation came to me, I felt very glad that
I am no orphan ; my beloved mother has not disowned me. I have
spent some of the best years of my life here and the sentiment of
family love and unity, as also of long association, is too strong to be
stifled by adventitious 'circumstances. Right glad am I that my
claim has been authoritatively recognised, as also that of my
brother graduates. And I cofess to you in all confidence that I
have now in my mind a secret sense of triumph, because the Arts
College, with the Philosophy chair in full blaze, cannot, with any
show of reason, disclaim us. The result is @ decided advantage
to us, Philosophy graduates, in that they are old boys of both the
Colleges, :

Ladies and Gentlemen, —1I have no idea of giving you any-
thing like a speech, and the Principal has warned me that the meet-
ing being a short affair, I am not expected to make a long speech.
I am myself averse to making a long sheech on this occasion for
more reasons than one. There is no dearth now of meetings and
speeches. We are having public meetings for all manner of
conceivable objects and there is profuse speech-making. Mr,
Lowthur was speaker of the House of Commons in the early part
of the 19th Century. On the ev2 of his retirement, he said, in
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response to the toast proposed at a dinner given by the Parliament
Press Gallery, that during the 14 years of his speakership he had
to listen to 32, 480 speeches and he was surprised that he had
survived. Somewhat similar, I fancy, must be the feeling among
you now and I shall not be a party to a proceeding which may par-
take of the nature of an infliction. This is not an occasion for
making long speeches involving discussion of political or social
questions or problems connected with education or general admini-
stration. This is an occasion for old and present boys perhaps I
should add —as well as old and present girls—to have each aother’s
company and spend a short time delightfully in cheerful friendly
talk. I therefore propose to have only a brotherly chat with you
to-night.

Ladies and Gentlemen,—My thoughts at the present moment
naturally travel back to the halcyon days, 35 years ago, when I had
the privilege of sitting at the feet of learned and estimable profe-
ssors and tap the springs of knowledge. The venerable figure of
Dr. Harvey, the then Principal, is now vividly before me in all its
saintly refulgence. He maintained the strictest discipline and at
the same time loved his students with parental tenderness. We
used to give little trouble in our classes. The practice of stamping
with the feet had not come into fashion then. Our only peccadillo
at times was to fall into roars of laughter in our Malayalam class.
Our Munshi was Mr. Rama kurup, known for his scholarship as
well as his wit and humour. Some of his witticisms used to throw
us into uproarious merriment causing disturbance to the adjoining
classes. Dr. Harvey would slowly come up to the doorway of our
class room and silence us all most effectively by a significant shake
of his venerable beard. This was such a powerful corrective that
for the rest of the week our facial muscles would refuse
even to smile. I will mention but one instance of his fatherly
sympathy to his students. ~While in the junior B. A. class, one
afternoon, I sought the solitude of the empty Philosophy class room
and there gave myself up to deep and sombre reverie with my chin
resting on my hand. Dr. Harvey passed that way and saw me in
that moody meditation. He at once devined the cause and the
next day it was announced that I got the second prize of the
previous year's Senior F. A, Calss, along with another student. The
fact was that this latter student and I had obtained an equal number
_ fo marks but that for some reason it had been decided that he
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alone was to get the prize. This was really the cause of my melan-
choly abstraction and it is still -a wonder to me what an unerring
instinct it was that enabled him to make the discovery. His only
object in setting matters right, was, to restore to my countenance
the radiance of youthful liveliness and buoyancy. My young friends,
you think highly of your own professors and I doubt not that they
are equally good and learned But I am quite sure of one thing.
None of them has a beard such as his beard that used to smile appro-
bation, award rebukes, and bestow benediction by appropriate shakes.
Next I must acknowledge the deep debt of gratitude I owe to Pro-
fessor Sundaram Pillai, the born philosopher. The remarkable
feature about him was his ominous looking snuff box, as the beard
was in the case of Dr. Harvey. Whenever a vexed metaphysical
question came up for discussion, he would start up from his chair
and pace the class room to and fro and pour out his animated
and forceful criticisms. And once he t: kes a pinchful of snuff from
his capacious box, woe to David Hume, John Stuart Mill, Dr. Bain
and others of that school, for he used to expose the shallowness
and absurdity of their doctrines with a force of reasoning and
eloquence of style, all his own. It was supremely delightful to
listen to his lectures on controversial questions of metaphysics,
which were literally intellectual treats.

Then there was Dr. Mitchell who was professor of Mathe-
matics as well as of English. In addition to his scienific learning,
he possessed administrative ability in an eminent degree and our
Education Code is an enduring product of his powerful intellect.
His mind was so wholly practical and matter-of-fact, that philosophy
could find little favour in his eye. Hence it was that at the
death of Mr. Sundaram Pillai, the Philosophy chair was abolished.
In 1892, after graduating, I managed to obtain for me a clerkship
in the Huzur Office and Dr. Mitchell had then become Education
Secretary to the Government. One day I saw him in his office and
in the course of conversation he asked me “what use you find now
of your philosophy” I replied with the difference that becomes a
pupil “not much Sir, but the same is the case with my Algebra or
Trigonometry”. The abolition of the phil¢ nhy chair, especially
in a country like India which owns a rich heriiage of metaphysical
learning from the earliest times,- was a calamity which we all
lamented, We cannot be sufficiently thankful to Her Highnessy.
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~ the Maha Rani Regent for ordering the restoration of this chair in

the Arts College. Last not least, we had a popular professor of
English in Mr LaBouchardeire. He took great pains to teach us
correct pronunciation and how to write simple and goed English.
He was the pink of neatness himself and he insisted on neatness
and method in our work.

Ladies apd Gentlemen—These are pleasant reminiscences to
dwell on. But I must now proceed to business. We can well con-
gratulate ourselves that we are under the benign Government ever
solicitous of the welfare of the people, The brilliant reign of His
Highuess the late lamented Sri Mulam Thirunal Maha Raja was
rightly described as the golden age of Travancore by a late Chief
Secretary to Goverament, Mr. A, J. Vieyra. That Saintly Sovereign
ruled for well nigh 40 years, a period of uninterrupted progress
all round. Creation of Departments for the material advancement
of the country, such as the agricultural and industrial Departments,
establishment of popular institutions, such as the Legislative
Courcil and the Popular Assembly, and the introduction of many
measures of public utility, such as the Kodayar Irrigation Project
and the extension of the Railway, along with the removal of
systems that-gave scope for corruption and oppression such as the
abolition of taxation in kind and the enactment of elaborate rules
for the assessment of land: these are in general the salient
features of the golden age. Education in particular received
special encouragement and collegiate education has had steady
expansion and extension Instead of one, we have now two first
grade Colleges in this town and before long I hope we will have
one more for the exclusive benefit of our sisters. Every
year our Colleges are sending out finished products, who add
to the intellectual wealth of the country. Here the question
naturally arises whether all this is an unmixed blessing in
view of the difficult question of the day, the question of un-
employment. There are those who believe that it is time that
higher education, the root cause of the evil, is discouraged
and even stopped, at least temporarily. My friend, Professor
Chandrasekharan and £ Committee are racking their brains to
find out the best way of fighting the growing evil. Now our
sisters also have entered the lists and added to their trouble. An
fasociation has been started called “The Lady Graduates
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Association” or ““The Graduate Ladies Association” with the object
of pressing the claims of the educated women for appointment in
the several Departments of the State. I have no fear that the
Committee would approve the remedy suggested by the party I
have referred to. This party, I am afraid, are under a misconception,
They mistake the aim and end of education. They confound the
end with the means. True, higher education qualifies one for the
public service and other honourable situations in life. ~ But this is
not the end and aim of education ; but its effect, rather one of its
effects. We acquire knowledge for its own sake. Higher education
trains the mind and disciplines the intellectual faculties. It sharpens
the powers of observation, reasoning and judgment. Nobody can deny
that these are valuable acquisition in any and every walk of life.
The remedy proposed is in effect, starvation of the intellect also,
as a preventive against the starvation of the stomach- Comment
is altogether unnecessary. With the equipment furnished by higher
education a person can go forth into the world with confidence to
turn his hand to any work that comes in his way. Iam not quite
sure however of the advisability of too many of our sisters joining
in the general scramble. They have to bear in mind their allotted
function in life. To test the ready wit of the great Napolean,
Madam De Stael abruptly asked him in the middle of a brilliant
party. ‘“Whom he esteemed the greatest woman in the world living
or dead". * Her, Madam, that has borne the most children” came
the prompt reply. To bear children, to bring them up properly
and to have general control of the home, is the honourable part of
woman, divinely allotted to her. All her training, all her education
must be such as would fit her for this, her gacred mission in life.
I fancy my young sisters before me here, fasten on me a look of
grave displeasure: I don’t at all mean to disparage woman'’s capa-
city in any sphere of human activity. I know women can hold
their own in the intellectual fleld and we in Travancore have a
brilliant example in Her Highness the Maha Rani Regent, the
"fruit of whose enlightened and wise rule we gratefully enjoy and
is now widely known throughout this Indian Empire and outside.
Her Highness has constantly before her lofty ideals and has follow -
ed the liberal policy of Her Highness’ late lamented uncle. The
only disturbing element in the otherwise tranquil public life of the
country for some time past is communal antipathy centering round
Government appointments. At ope time it reached such a pitch
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as to resemble the bitter party animosity between the Whigs and
Tories in England after the revolution. There is a story told of
a little girl of Whig descent accustomed to hear from her cradle
all sorts of invectives against the Tories. She asked her mother one
day “Mamma, are the Tories born wicked or do they become
wicked afterwards ". The judicious answer was “ My dear, they
are born wicked and grow worse”. Somewhat similar was the
feeling between the several communities and the different sects
freely exercised their inventive faculty in casting unwarranted aspers
sions on each other. The situation has greatly improved since the
commencement of the Regency administration, for Her Highness’
avowed policy has been “equal opportunites to all” regardless of
caste or creed, the only re-quirement being capacity and character.
The golden age inaugurated by the late Sri Mulam Thirunal, you will
thus see, continues in undiminished vigour and radiance and we as
subjects have to be profoundly thankful,

His Highness Sri Chitra Thirunal, our beloved Maha Raja, is
busy equiping himself for shouldering the weight of responsibility
that awaits him. A well regulated education at home supplemented
by travel, imparts judicious training to the Royal mind and enlarges
its vision, and the coming years are full of promise as well for His
Highness distinction as for the well-being of the State.

With these words, Ladies and Gentlmen, I propose the toast
to Her Highness the Maha Rani Regent and His Highness the
Maha Raja.
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Twenty=Ninth College Day.
Toast to the College.
(By MR. K. MADHAVA KURUP, M. A

Mr. President, ladies and gentimen,

“ With reference to” the * proceedings” of to-night, I
% have the honour ' to *“ submit ”” for your acceptance the toast to
the College, adopting, for the moment, the jargon to which one is
daily accustomed in that office where we are making endless offorts
to run a Rolls-Royce administration in'a bullock-cart country. Let
me first thank the President and members of the Twenty-ninth
College Day Committee for according to me the pleasant privilege
of addresing you today on behalf of the “ old boys ™ of this institu-
tion. I confess I was not a little surprised when the call came to
me, for this honor was, to my mind, generally conferred only on per-
sons of hoary antiquity in the annals of the College. A moment’s re-
flection, however, made me realise that the invitation was extended
to me not as the result of a mistake and that the S. O. S. sent out
by the resourceful Principal was a cry for rescue to which I had a
claim, not to speak of the duty, to respond. Though I cannot
claim to belong to the race of aborgines who can remember the time
when the big mango tree did not afford shady shelter to truant
students, I too have, accumulated, as some of you may not have
suspected, a respectable twenty years’ standinglas an alumnus of this
institution. Some at last of the undergraduates here today were
not born when my name was entered on the rolls by the late Dr.

Bishop.
L)

My predecessors in this position of vantage have never
in vain sought your indulgence, In the absence of a set theme, to
be reminiscent and even autobiographic, Vast and fundamental
changes have taken place in this institution since I left it fifteen
years ago, after a brief spell of employment as Tutor. Popu-
larly supposed to be proof against innovation, the College has
during the interval changed considerably, both internally and exter-
nally. In the words of Mr. Hodgson, “ doors have become windows
and windows have become doors. Dividing walls, if one may quote
Shakespeare at this late hour of the day, *“ are melted into air, into
thin air ", to provide accommodation to the increasing number of
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students seeking admission. Structural alterations have destroyed
the familiar landmarks ; and weird instruments and strange plants
with only long Latin names have come to occupy the old den of
the Principals. Science has monopolised the entire pile of these
magnificent buildings, The humanities have secured an official
“ separation ” on grounds of incompatibility of temperament, habi-
tual neglect and even cruelty, and have established a new home in
the Arts College. Very few old faces are to be seen among the staff,
both literally and figuratively. Naturally, an altogether new genera-
tion of undergraduates comes up every fourth year. The solitary
student or two of the wrong sex, those bold pioneers of co-education,
who did not, two decades ago, distiact much of our attention, have
paved the way for the predominant feminine element in the present
composition of some of the classes. The steps, almost completed,
for the establishment of a First Grade College for Women will
not, it is to be hoped, affect our strength as adversely and thereby
reduce the attractions as markedly as another institution is suppos-
ed to fear.

Revisiting these old haunts of an optimistic and irresponsible
youth, we feel surging in our minds pleasant recollections mellowed
by the lapse of time. Distance has softened the terrors asso-
ciated with those academical inquisitions known as exami-
nations and the thousand minor vexations student life “is
heir to "’ ; and memory loves to dwell only on the higb ideals and
the noble enthusiasms cultivated then, It is not in the language
of convention that, as individuals, we proclaim, on occasions such
as the present, our gratitude and indebtedness to the College. It
is with genuine feelings of humility and reverence that today we
re-enter the precincts of this sacred temple of learning. And happy
is the returned prodigal whose introspection assures him that he
has done nothing for which his College has reason to blush. Ia those
impressionable undergraduate days, we felt that the world was like
an oyster to be opened with the sword of a coveted degree. The
formation of character is even more important than the absorption
of knowledge, though, except indirectly, the courses of studies do
not stress the supreme value of the spiritual element in man and
even place a premium on what may be called the intellectual and
material side of our activities. When assessing our debt to the
Alma mater, we feel, with the late Lord Oxford, that the best and
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most enduring gift that a College can bestow is ““ the company of
great thoughts, the inspiration of great ideals, the example of great
achievements and the consolation of great failures!!. Disillusion-
ment, in various degrees, has come to most of us after emerging
from the academic atmosphere here ; but all of us feel, gratefully,
that we have received here, in an abundant measure, those priceless
gifts which have helped to sustain us in the battle of life.

Itisto be feared that a rude shock awaits the under-
graduate who is confined to his books and is blind to the stubborn
realities of the life before him. Warm friendships are begotten
here and should be cultivated to endure through hfe. The
ambition to secure distinction for the individual and glory to the
College should not be dormant. With a broad outlook and
something better than a Pass degree as the ultimate aim, one
should cultivate an adequate sense of patriotism, learn to think
independently and acquire the habit of trusting to one’s own free
judgment. Respect for constituted authority, though an old-
fashioned virtue, should not be discarded as altogether out of date.
The traditions that have been built up for this institution during
the past nearly one century are not to be despised and have to be
consciously added to. And you have no fair right to blame this
College or the education imparted within its walls if, as a result of
wasting your time and opportunities while here, you feel perturbed
to face  the buffets of circumstance, the caprice of fortune and
all the inscrutable vicissitudes of Jife .

It is not often realised that, accor(,"ling to tradition, the
nucleus of this College lay in the school to which Mr. John
Roberts was appointed in 1834. The Raja’'s Free School, which
grew there from, has developed into this vigorous institution which
is in fact a miniature University. Our flrst graduate took his degree
in 1870. The influence which, through more than half a ceatury of
subsequent expansion, this College hasibeen exerting on the country
at large cannot be over-estimated. The public services, using the
term in the widest sense, are manned by the alumni of this College,
some of whom have occupied the highest positions open to talent
in this State and are now adorning here and elsewhere, with credif
to themselves and glory to the country, some of the highest offices ot
trust, power, confidence and responsibility. The contribution,
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which the College has indirectly made, towards raising the tone and
standards of public morality and civic duty and the impetus it has
afforded, through the scholars it has nurtured to the expansicn of
vernacular literature should not be forgotten.

Speaking, however, as one of the family, I may be forgiven
if I allude toone or two directions in which the results attained
have not been commensurate with the hopes, or are not even appre-
ciable. = Botany for the degree course was introduced in 1924,
under the aegis of your popular Principal who has, in the fitness
of things, been placed to control higher, scientific education after
years spent in diverting secondary edtcation into other than purely
literary cbannels by giving elementary science and nature study a
foremost rank in the high school curriculum. Physics dethroned
Philosophy in 1906. 'The Chemistry Chair was found so long ago
as 1883, Hundreds of graduates have, during these years, been train-
ed in these well-equipped laboratories generously provided by a
beneficent Government who never stinted on education. How
many of these graduates, one asks, have taken to higher studies in
those Sciences? How many have applied their acquired knowledge
to the economic advantage of the country, How many have extend-
ed the bounds of human knowledge ? It is eminently deplorable,
if the instruction imparted here has failed to achieve anything
more than theoretically influence, in an impalpable and indirect
manner, the psychology of the individual graduates. To my mind,
the expenditure and efforts involved in a scientific scheme of educa-
tion have been hardly justified by the results produced. Mani-
festly, there is infinite scope for the employment of the
scientist in any scheme for the development of a State like Travan-
core so bountifully endowed with abundant natural resources,
Judged by the standard I have suggested, the contribution of this
College towards the economic regeneration of the people has yet to
be made. A Silavati graduate or, for that matter, even a History

- graduate may prove equally efficient as a clerk or equaily successtu;

as a lawyer, as a science graduate, If expenditure necessarily heavy,
on scientific education should become remunerative, at least a per-
centage of science graduates should work in the avenues for which
their training has specially equipped them. These laboratories are
not surely functioning properly, if their entire out put swells only
the ranks of indifferent clerks, schoolmasters and lawyers. The
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causes for the present lamentable state of affairs may be with the
material ; the classes may be unwieldy by the access of many whose
usefulness to society would not be impaired hy their being relegat-
ed to a less expensive arts course ; the courses of study may not be
suitable, and genuine interest in scientific work may be smothered
by the avalanche of facts which alone the Pass Course provides for
the pupils ; the time and facilities available to the staff for original
work may be inadequate ; a co-ordination of the laboratories of the
technical departments under the Government with those of the
College and a closer association of the various agencies engaged in
such work may be useful ; large-scale arrangments for postgraduate
work may prove effective.

There is another aspect of this question, namely the diffusion
of scientific knowledge. There is much of vague thinking and more
of loose talk about the industrial development of the State and the
economic reconstruction of society. There is also a fallacy that
Travancore has a very highly educated population, a fallacy engend-
ered by patriotism and nourished by complacency. Not only victory
in war but success and progress in the arts of peace would appear
unhesitatingly to belong to the nation which most utilises the
discoveries of science. So long as the masses are not imbued with
the scientific spirit and so long as lay public opinion is not thorou-
ghly leavened by an abiding appreciation of the fundamentals of
science, there can be no steady progress in the desertion of old
fashioned and unec onomic methods of work, the adoption of improvy-
ed appliances, and the free utilisation of natural resources, The
popular mind should be made accessible td scientific facts and
truths, and ready to receiveand profit by the use of the POwWers man
has secured over nature. The duty of this College, as the repo-
sitory of the highest scientific culture in the land, to broadcast
inform ation on such subjects is not of lesser importance than that
of original research. Extension lectures in the vernacular can
help a good deal to create a responsive public.

A word about the College magazine. At times, the journal
rises to a fine level ; it serves admirably to keep the exstudents in
touch with the hopes, the fears and the doings of the present
generation ; and it is always welcome reading. While therefore
appealing for a wider support for the Journal both from t1» present
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and the past students, may I indicate to those responsible for its
conduct one direction in which an improvement seems desirable,
The Magazine should be developed to form the organ for the
publication of the results of intensive study and original research
carried on here. A single original article of real scientific value is
more useful than a series of silly sketches “ from the College
window "’ or any number of cleverly written frivolities, however
admirable they be in their own way. The tendency of the Magazine
to degenerate into a school chronicle should be checked, and the
Magazine of the Science College should not belie its name.

My thanks are yours for the patience with which you have
all listened to me. I propose the toast to our College and beg to
associate with it the name of Mr. Pryde, the Principal.

;,,?
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The Heart’s Melody.

By MR. TiTus A. RODRIGUES.
T,
There is music in the air !
There is music everywhere !
Hark ! now I hear it ! there !
“ Ding ! Dong—Ding !—Dong ! ”
The Bells chime out to me—
“ Ding ! Dong !
Over, across, the sea—
II.
Pray | was that the cowbell’s joyful ring !
Beside the spring—
Where the lush grass their tall shadows fling
That the winds, home gently bring ?
Or, is it the merry peal
Of the winsome teal,
Beneath the forest-glades
Where the Morn in amber weaves
Glistening robes, with purple leaves.
Silver threads a-running thro’ the sheaves

IHEss
Heardst that murmur now ?

The slow spreading of the leaf ?
The swift flutter of the Bee

‘ Mid the rustling sheaf ?

Or the spouting of the rose, |
The opening of the bud ?

Didst hear the quick brush

. Of love’s tender wing,

Across my heart ?
IV.

O ! the Heart’s soft whisper,
When ’tis budding new

Or the silken rush

Of wings,

When Love his music brings !
They ring

The sweetest melody,

To ME !
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Sir 8dmond Gosse, €. B.

By MRr. L. S. SUBRAMONY IYER, B. A., B. L.
(AN APPRECIATION,)

Few events can have saddened the sincere lovers ‘of English
Literature more than the death of the distinguished Critic. and
poet, Sir Edmund Gosse. It will not be conventional, much less
insincere, to say that English Criticism is the poorer for his death.
No man of his time had a larger and more varied acquaintance
with European Literature or a keener sympathy for fresii adven-
tures in poetry and criticism. He preserved to a rare age that
“capacity for pleasures, comprehension and sympathy and that power
of expression characterestic of the true man of ietters . It is in-
teresting to note that a few days before his death, he was passing
the final proofs of a new edition of the works of Thomas Beddoes.

Gosse was also a poet. He ‘lisped in numbers’ even in his
youth ; and the first volume of verses he published was in 1870
Songs and Sonnets * On Viol and Flute > was published in 1873,
at a time when Tennyson and Browning were still at the height
of their literary power, and Morris, Swinburne, Rossetti, and Mer-
edith were rising to eminence, Gosse, Lang and Dobson, together
carried on the tradition of Calverley and Stephen. They exhibited
"~ a remarkable facility over light and humorous verse and their
poetry, though not great, retains undiminished through lapse of
time its quality and interest.

But it is not however as a poet that Gosse claims our
admiration, It is as a critic of undoubted power and ability that
he will be remembered in the days to come. Beginning from 1875
he gave to the world a series of critical studies and estimates, in
the shape of his Lives of Ibsen, Swinburne, Gray, Donne,
Jeremy Taylor, © Critical Kit-cats, " Silhouttes’'. More Books
on the Table'' “French Profiles" '‘ Some diversions of a man of
Letters”, tomention only the'inost prominent, which won for him,
a position of authority and an interuational reputation as a critic.
Judged on the basis of their profound and varied learning, their
artistic worth, their rich and wide sympathies, their fine candour
and generosity of judgment, and above all their keen sense of the
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“interestingness of life " these works form an imposing and solid
contribution to English criticism.

Gosse was no mere literary academician. Criticism with him
is something far more valuable and stimulating than a graceful
reaffirmation of existing values. It is essentially analytical and
comparative, never polemical and destructive. It should, if it
would serve any useful purpose as an instrument of education, be
based upon an intelligent and comparative study of literatures,
and inspired by a genwne sympathy for all that is great and endu-
ring in works of art. And none emphasised more the value and
power of criticism as an individual and creative branch of literature
than Gosse.

The most striking feature of his criticism is its comprehen-
siveness and extraordinary tolerance of judgment., The Scandinavian
writers, no less than those of France and England, fascinated him
endlessly. If in his “ Northern Studies” and “ Life of Ibsen "
and French Profiles he wrote with a great and imaginative sympathy
of the brilliant Norwegian and French writers of the 19th century,
he reaches just as eagerly forward to the literary Veterans of to-day
in the * Critical Kit-cats *’ Silhouties and * More Books on the

Table.”

He was ever on the look out for * new arts, new raptures,
and new desires” ; and every fresh manifestation of literary genius
delighted him. He was the first to discern the hidden glory of
that “ fragile exotic blossom of song "', Torjn Dutt. Here is his final
judgment on her poetry and achievement. ¢ Literature has no hon-
ours beyond the grasp of a girl who before the age of twentyone had
produced so much of lasting worth’—a critical pronouncement
suggestive of his Catholic sympathies and freedom from bias of any
sort. It is this remarkable responsiveness to new ideals and fresh
values, this quick comprehension of the new elements in literature,
that invest his critical work with a higher value and importance.

It may be said of Gosse that there was not one writer of
note, Victorian or Edwardian, with whom he was not familiar,
He had a genius for forming personal connections. He was one of
the earliest members of the famous “Saville Club”, and as such had
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the rare opportunity of enjoying the friendship of many men eminent
in science and literature. No man had a wider circle of friends.
alike distinguished and diverse; in cnaracter—Ibsen, Tennyson,
the Brownings, Meredith, Hardy, Borrow, Whitman, Pater, Swin-
burne, Morris, Anatole France, Wells, Yeats, Kipling, Barrie, to
mention only a few of the most eminent of the men who indulged
Gosse with manuscript copies of their writings. He developed into
a sort of literary confidant to most of his friends. His private
library was a splendid collection of literary treasures and it admi-
rably exhibited his exquisite critical taste, and judgment, his deep
culture, and his peculiar capacity to inspire affection in all whom
he met.

It is doubtful if there is any other critic who could excel
him in the art of literary portraiture where the man is placed in
relation to his times and his work deftly placed in the perspective
of literature.

He has given us in his works a varied and illuminating
portrait gallery of diverse types, The essays on Swinburne, ‘Toru
Dutt, Whitman, Stevenson, are among his best. They are ‘‘con-
densed portraits,”” where the effect is obtained by the skilful blen-
ding of biography and criticism, enlivened with lively touckes of
humourous anecdote and personal reminiscence. They are instinct
with the freshness and warmth that comes of personal contact, and
quite unforgettable. Often, in a sentence of infinite suggestive-
ness and striking verbal beauty he would as in a sudden flasn reveal
the personality of a writer. Swinburne, he describes “as the Aori-
ated termination of the romantic edifice,”” Whitman as “literature
in a condition of protoplasm” and Ibsen, ¢ as a violent portent of
individualism’’. Of Stevenson, he says, “he seemed to skip on the
hills of life . It was a novel literary method that he employed
in thus combining biogragphy and criticism, and investing both with
an unfailing human interest.

Quiet and uneventful in its externals, his life was rich and
thrilling in that it had a beautiful direction and was * filled with
the adventures of the mind,”.

He retired from service in 1914 laden with many honours, and
distinctions, and kept himself busy in the Academic committees,
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‘and other kindred associations, ever promoting the cause of learning
ever werking hard for the relief of distressed writers. Two of his
important works were produced after his retirement. The Life of
Swinburne ‘was published in 1917 and * Father and Son *' appeared
in the same year. The former is valuabie for its discriminating study
of Swinburne and its authentic presentm.ent of his much misunder-
stood character. The latter is the most successful of Gosse's
writings. It sets forth in vivid language the incidents of his eatly
life, the strange environment in which he passed his boyhood and,
the unique reactions it produced on his ardent personality.
It presents Gosse in a role which, he seldom assumed. No wonder
it was severely criticised in certain quarters for its poignant
realism and defiance of convention,

His last public appearance was in March when he delivered
a lecture on Ibsen under the auspices of the British Drama League,
Barely three months had elapsed before he passed away,
after a brief illness. There is hardly any doubt that by virtue of
the excellence and essential soundness of his critical work, he will
take his place beside the masters of literary criticism,
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I’'ll never ride again.

In these days when cars and carriages (and aeroplanes too
in time to come) are filling the streets of Trivandrum, yet bicycles
are in no way in the back-ground. They seem to have multiplied
like “Barley loaves and fishes.” In every road and by-road you
are sure to meet cycles. Little street boys of eight or ten, riding
on cycles at reckless speed, are a sight too common in Trivandrum.
Everywhere, cycle-riding is the craze, so much so that even I
seemed to have caught “the vile contagion”—I longed for a bi-
cycle! The result of my longing was, that within two weeks I
managed to learn the art of cycle-riding on a second-hand Raleigh,
and by the end of the month, 1 got a brand new B. S. A.

Yes, a brand new B. S. A, and my very own. Oh! the joy
I felt as I unpacked the new machine. What a glorious time I
would have on my bike! I was so happy that I could not even
sleep soundly, for, the little sleep that I had was all disturbed with
weird dreams—a confused maze of cycles here, there and every-
where. But at last the hours of repose had come to an end and
with it, my dreams too ended.

I woke with a bright sunny smile; I was happy, for, was not
this very day to w1tness my first ride on my new B. S, A.? * *#
* » = - Therel it was past nine
already. I must be off to college—A hurried meal, a hasty “Good
morning, Pa! My Books well packed on the carrier, and now I was
on my bike. R-r-r-ring, r-r-ring, went the rolling-bell as I passed
the Park, the Collegiate Hostel, the Public Library, on, and on.
But what was this when I came to the Jubilee Hall junction? A
motor car ‘pom-poming’ behind me, a “Town Service” Bus on my
right, a cinema-advertisement cart with its monotonous drumming
and “Nagaswaram’’ in front of me, and pedestrians on every side.
Oh | my head was in a whirl | [ was in a state of unstable equili-
brium ; and like the famous Pickwickian, Mr. Winkle, who closed
his eyes before he fought the duel, so I also closed all my senses
and rode right on. The result was, I knocked down a fat old man
and nearly mangled a kid ; dashed my bike against a lamp-post,
bent the front wheel and was myself thrown from my saddle “right

&
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upon a sweetmeat-seller’s basket. The mob soon gathered around
me then, and what do you think they did ?

They first caught hold of my handle bar
And twisted my diamond frame ;

They broke the glass of my nice new lamp
And thought "twas a splendid game ;

. They pinched my bearings and bent my spokes,

And somebody broke my chain ;

They took all the oil from my fine oil-can,
So, I'll never ride again |

S EXCLO
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Measurement.

By MR. M. S. RamA IYyEr M. A. L. T.

In physics we say that we have measured a certain quantity,
when we determine the ratio of the magnitude of this quantity to
that of the unit employed in expressing it. The statement that
‘this table is 10 ft. long’ means that the ratio of the length of the
table to that of a footruleis 10 ~Similarly when we find that a
plot is 20 times as large as a square of side 1 yard we say that
the area of the plot is 20 sq. yards.

The process by which we arrive at this ratio may be either
direct as in the measurement of length or indirect as in the measure-
ment of area. In measuring the length we actually place the footrule
along the edge of the table and compare the two lengths ; while in
measuring the area of the table we simply measure the length of the
sides and apply our knowledge of geometry to calculate the area.
In the latter case the means by which we arrive at the result is
indirect.

As a matter of fact no measurement of a physical quantity,
except that of length, is direct. We do not generally directly compare
the quantity to be measured with the unit employed. Indeed
every kind of measurement is made to depend ultimately on the
measurement of a length. In determining the mass of a body ob-
servations are made of the oscillations of a pointer along a scale and
the division of the scale against which the pointer finally comes to rest
is deduced therefrom. The temperature of a body is estimated by the
length of the mercury thread above a fixed point in the stem of a
thermometer. The electric current is measured by the deflection of
a needle along a scale. Time is estimated by the motion of a pointer
along a circular scale. Atmospheric pressure is determined by measur-
ing the height of a liquid column ; and so on any number of exam-
~ ples might be cited to show that any physical measurement is made
to depend finally upon a linear scale either straight or curved.

The reason, why this is resorted to, is that our eyes can
compare two lengths with much more exactitude than that with
which any of our other sense organs can compare two physica.lg:]u‘an-

*
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tities directly. Moreover there will be more reasonable agreement
between several observers when they compare two lengths directly
than when they compare any other physical quantities directly.
When several people are asked to say with the aid of their muscu-
lar sense which of the two nearly equal weights is the, heavier there is
likely to be a wide divergence of opiniin, while an appeal to a good
balance by any of them would easily decide the matter. Similarly
for the estimation of temperature with the aid of the sense of touch,
the candle powers of a lamp, two intervals of time etc.

Having thus established how every physical measurement
finally reduces to that of a length let us next consider what degree
of precision is possible in its measurement. For onelthing, the finer
the marks on the scale and the smaller the subdivisions, the greater
will be the reliability of an observation.

A poipt of supreme importance must be realised at this stage.
No length would in general be an exact multiple of the smallest
divisions of the scale, and any careful measurement would involve
the estimation of the fraction of a scale division. This estimation
is generally made in tenths. Some instruments are provided with
verniers to make these estimations easier but here also the reading
depends upon your estimation as to which division of the vernier
coincides with a division of the main scale. That this i5 so can
be verified from the fact that all persons may not agree in their
readings for the same setting of a spectrometer vernier It re-
quires careful exercise of the judgment in estimating a length
properly:

Anyone who has worked in the laboratory will easily realise
that an absolutely exact measurement is out of the question. By
using very delicate and sensitive instruments the measurements can
be carried to such a degree of accuracy that the results can be
expressed wigh 6 or 7 siguificant figures; but even there it cannot
be asserted that the correct result has been attained. With a
sensitive balance the mass of a body may come out to be 300526
gms; but this shows that, with the means at our disposal, the mass
of the body can be estimated to 1 in a million but nobody can say
what the true mass of the body is. It is as hopeless to determine
‘the true value of the weight as that of 4/ & or log, 10.

%
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Again different observers may not agree in the measure of
the same quantity, say, even when they weigh the same body
with the same balance using the same box of weights. They may
get values like 300528 gms. 3:00523 gms. and so on. So also the
same observer may himself get different values at different times
even though he uses the same instruments. Under these circum-
stances it goes without saying that different balances are not likely
to give the same results, nor is it likely that the same balance will
do so at different times under varying conditions of temperature
etc.  All this simply shows that none of these results can with any
reliability be taken as the exact weight of the body.

Thus a student of science is faced with the problem of find-
ing the most probable value of a physical quantity from a series of
observations which do not in general agree with one another.

Leaving out for the time being the discrepancies that arise
from known causes such as 'the defective make of an instrument
or the personal equation of the observer, I shali briefly refer to
those which are purely accidental and are not within our control.
The sources of errors arising from the former can generally be
located and when properly located the errors can be eliminated,
avoided or allowed for.

In spite of the fact that such known errors can be allowed
for, even the most careful experimenter finds. in actual experience,
that he does not get the same value for a particular measurement,
made at different times ; nor does he agree with others, as careful
as himself, who take ‘measurements of the same quantity with
the same instrument. These variations are due to causes over
which he has no control. It may arise from fluctuations in his
judgment and also fluctuations in the extérnal conditions such as
temperature, light, shade etc. These fluctuations may act either
way, and he may get values sometimesmore, sometimes less, than
the correct value. To get the true value out of a series of differ-
ent ones, which vary out of causes over which we have no control,
would look a hopeless business, but it has been possible for mathe-
matics to accomplish this.

Let us suppose that a person measures the distance through
which a body falls under gravity in a given interval, Even after

=
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allowing for all known sources of error his values will not agree
with one another. But it will be found that these values do not
lie at random and that they lie within certain limits, Secondly if
several observers take several series of observations it will be
found that the arithmetic mean of each series would nearly be the
same. Thirdly if any series be examined it will be found that the
values crowd very near a particular value which ~does not differ
much from the arithmetic mean. Moreover it will be observed
that the greater the difference between a particular value and the
arithmetic mean, the smaller the frequency with which that- value
occurs. All these facts can easily be verified by actual experi-
ments. Thus. it looks as if these accidental errors follow some
mathematical law.

It is not the purpose of this article to inflict dry mathe-
matics on its readers. So I have to conclude this at this stage,
But it can be shown by mathematical reasoning that the most
probable value of a quantity for which we have got a series of vary-
ing observations is the arithmietic mean of the several values ob-
tained, The study of this subject has given rise to a branch of
mathematics which is of practical importance to a gamester, an
economist, a biologist, and a host of other ‘ists’ who have constantly
to deal with chance and statistics.

— — g e
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A Peep at the “Golden Cross.”

By MR. M. P, ALEXANDER.

Lying on the eastern borderland between Travancore and
Cochin are a series of craggy hills covered mostly by thick jungles
and woody forests. They are closely scattered all over this region and
they constitute the farthest links in that mighty irregular chain we
call the Western Ghats. A few hundreds of years ago, when seclud-
ed mountain fastnesses used to be resorted to by religious fanatics
and ascetic sanyasis, a revered christian saint, wended his solitary
way through the lunely forests of one of these hills. Long and
tedious was his climb, but sustained by a superior power he accom-
pliched bis arduous task and reached its summit. From that com-
manding site he turned his wistful eyes to the vast country that
stretched from the foot of the hill and thence to Heaven. With
outstretched hands and upturned eyes, he stood motionless for a
time ; then his whole frame shook visibly as if under a strange and
mysterious spell. Picking up a stone, he scratched the sign
of the cross where he stood and then fell into the same
deep trance. Slowly he regained consciousness, Zand immedi-
ately departed from the hill * *  Years rolled by. But
little change had come over that lonely spot, which those sacred feet
had trodden centuries ago. Now, it so happened that a few of
those primitive tribesmen, who inhabit such mountains to the pre-
sent time, chanced to pass through the summit of this identical
hill. Suddenly a strange brilliant light canght their eyes. Terrified
at the sight of such an unusual and dazzling vision, they fled to the
village at the foot and gave the alarm. A party of men was soon
led to the spot, where to their startling amazement they beheld a
tiny golden cross cprung up from the grouud, just where the
ancient saint hacd scratched the ground years ago. This is the gist
of the tradition which invests the Malayathur hill with all its sancti-
fying associations.

It was Easter time and the great feast of the “golden cross”
at Malayathur was drawing near. Ever since its first discovery,
late in the last century, this sacred hill has attracted thousands of
devout worshippers for the great annual festival. With increasing
vears a whole host of fantastic stories were concocted by popular
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imagination and woven into the tradition. Rel.gious fanaticism is
as contagious as fashions and fancies. especially among men of
little learning and least culture, and millions of people under its
blinding influence came to regard this hill with the utmost awe and
reverence. Innumerable instances of its strange miraculou; virtues
were set afloat throughout the land, and these so powerfully domi-
nated thes popular belief, that implicit and unquestioning confidence
was reposad in their veracity. Thus at the time we decided to
visit this traditional hill it had thoroughly established a name as a
“fountain of virtue and a seat for miracles’” and secured a pérma-
nent place in the superstitious beliefs of an ever-growing section
of religious enthusiasts:

On a bright sunny afternoon, we arrived by train at Alwaye
enroute to Malayathur  Sticking to our original programme, we
resolved to stop tnere till the following Saturday when we were to
start for the latter place. Alwaye is a lovely hilly place situated
on the banks of the great Periyar river From time immemorial,
it has been reputed as a summer-resort and thousands of people
flock there during the hot months of the year to enjoy the cool,
delicious river baths, The river is the biggest in Travancore and
like most others it shrivels up during the summer, exposing on
either side, vast beds of shining sand. We used to saunter through
these river beds which were crowdel by merry groups of men,
women, and children. To see a handful of them basking in the
lively rays of the evening sun, with all the gaiety and happiness of
life beaming through their eyes and shining in their faces, one
might as well .feel transported into another and 4 more blissful
world. The sight of cheery little lads, cfashing through the shal-
low waters and letting out ‘their excess of steam in all sorts of
childish ways—engaging themselves in mock fights, flinging volleys
of sharp, piercing water-shots at each other and wrestling with the
swift current till their arms ached-—is most delightful and invigo-
rating. Passing along we met another group of bathers, big fatty
old men with silver tufts dangling from the roofs of their heads
One of them in particular attracted our attention. He was a huge
bulky man, on the wrong side of fifty, and was preparing to plunge
into the river. This done, he slowly walked to the edge of the
river or rather began to swing himself heavily from left to right,
and right to left. Poor man, he could not even walk without
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frightfully discomposing his fair proportions, and as to running—
well be did run, (it was, I think, to catch a joke which his fellows in
the river seemed to relish immensely), and the attempt was one of
the funniest misdirections of human energy, that wondering ‘man
ever saw. Well, we strolled on, and at last resolved to take a dip
ourselves.

Very reluctantly indeed, we left Alwaye for Malayathur
about 15 miles distant. that Saturday morning. We reached there
after a two hours’ drive through the most rugged roads I have ever
passed. It is one of those typical jungle villages which are pecu-
liar to that part of Travancore, There are but few houses and
they lie scattered, few and far between. The ceaseless din and
‘the fever and fret” of civilization, have not yet penetrated into
their green interiors—and most likely will not in the future —where
the rustic peasant true to the traditions and institutions of his
ancestors still love to rove through the jungles and forests of his
native village, “far from the madding crowds' ignoble strife.”
Every object that confronts the eye, bears the indelible stamp of
age and antiquity. The narrow over-grown wood paths, the tiny
thatched cottages, the little homely farms, the thick luxuriant crops

—in fact everything is strongly suggestive of hoary antiquity.

But as the giant hill which rose majestically from this little village,
began to rally beneath it, year after year, huadreds of devout
votaries, much of its secret privacv was being invaded and lost.
But never, never can the stern ruthless band of unfeeling civili-
zation, destroy the primitive charm and pristine beauty of its green
meadows and wild jungles, so initinct with the very spirit of
solemn antiquity.

Early next morning; we got up with the first rays of the
sun and marched off to the foot of the traditional hill. It was
the first day of the great festival which was to continue for a
week to come. Thousands of people had already arrived and were
making the best of their way to the common rendezvous. Every
minute the crowd ‘was increasing till as we reached the foot and
gazed upwards, the narrow passage teemed with one mass of
struggling, seething humanity. One continuods chain of men,
women :and childten were rushing up, rending the air with
their loud and ringing cheers, Even old men and invalids
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struggled up without giving way ; forgetting all cares and weak
nesses they pushed on to the common goal; and arriving at the-
summit, their heavy hearts worn-down by years ‘of disease or
misery, might have lightened at the sight of the divine, miraculous
“golden cross”; and then perhaps they might have learned to know
i God and worship Him better.

! * Takiug our own chance, we too began to climb. Endless
1 and endless on either side the tall winding trees closed in their
ranks.and stood gloomily lowering over us, as grim as an army of
giants with a thousand years’ pay in arrears. One strove with
listening ear to catch some tidings of that forest-world within
—some stirring of beasts, some screaming of birds—but
strove in vain, The same thundering cheers swelled in the
air and were echoed from the far bosom of the forest. It
took us nearly three hours to climb to the very top, and never for
a single moment, did we experience weariness or dejection. There
at the height of about five miles from the ground was a magnificent
church,—the work of some pious hands. Close to it was another
small building, to which all the anxious pilgrims hastily turned
i their steps. Inside it was a huge cross which almost touched the
}JA very roof of the building, raised up on a stone basement. In

the front side of this basement is a small rectangular hollow slit,
il covered by a glass. And the anxious faces of all the climbers
j_ who had gathered there from the far corners of the country, lit
I : up with a beam of satisfaction when they saw one after another
i peeping through that narrow glass slit. For inside it they were
to witness the little ‘‘Golden Cross.”

Our turn came We peeped in and saw blank space before
us A pair of candles were dimly twinkling in the centre. A minute
—and other eyes were pressed against the same glass. DBut no
| “ golden cross "’ met our searching eyes. Perhaps it might have
i missed our eyes being too small. Perhaps it did not exist in

actuality. All the same, the large number of people who gather
on that mountain top year after ycar, return, assured of its existence,
sharers in the blessings and witnesses to the miracles worked by
the little “Golden Cross.”

b
|
{
|
|
u
|
|
!
|
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1
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Optimism and Mr. Balarama lyer.

Balarama Iyer was walking home from his fields. Now
walking may be generally, considered to be healcthy. But to Bala-
rama Iyer, it was otherwise. He was getting on towards fifty and
these years of luxurious comfort had increased the cutput of fat in
his body. Today, moreover, the walk was not pleasant. It was
distinctly bad. To walk at one o’clock in the day, with the ther-
mometer at the local Medico’s house registering 101°8° in the
shade was decidedly unpleasant. And then he had no shoes.
Chettiar’s dog—he was his neighbour, Chettiar was,—had the pre-
vious day played with them to some purpose and end. When
he thought of it, he spluttered.

His thoughts passed from his shoes to his fields.” Murukan,
his favourite tiller had been absent.

*“ Has he not sufficient children that he should go and make
one more 2"’ )

Further, two of his oxen, Bhima and Arjuna, were down
with Rinderpest. The local vet, had that morning injected the
Anti-Serum.

Balarama Iyer condemned dog, .Murukan, Rinderpest, Vet.,
in fact, everybody and everything.

He heaved a sigh—a portentuous sigh, a sigh which came
from the high deeps of his body, as the door of his house came in
sight. The vision of a silver plate with delicious food floated
tantalisingly before his eyes, as he with labour climbed his steps

“Wow, Wo-0-0-0-W, WOW-wow' -

Now a dog, however docile it might be, does not think it a
comfort to bs used as a step to mount to higher things—even a
silver plate replete with food fit for the Gods. So it gave one
yap, one howl, two injured barks, wriggled under his foot and
slipped away, leaving Mr. Balarama Iyer—for it was he—to gaze
into the laughing face of the Sun-God. The steps burned with
heat and Balarama lyer bounced back to a sitting posture whence
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he hastily got up. Then the torrent’ burst—a torrent of bad words,
foul words, obscene words, unprintable words and other words
and ‘half-words ', learned during fifty years’ of rather vcluble
sojourn in this Kali Yuga- They burst upon an audience of one;
his own wife, Muthu Ammal, who had come out to learn what
had happened. Eacouraged by the sight (and support) of his life’s
choice, Balarama Iyer waxed forth

The sun continued to shine. The village slept. Away in
the fields the oxen laboured- The shepherd, unconscious of the
surroundings also dozed- And in his palatial house, Manickavelu
Chettiar, fat, fair, and frothy, slept. Gulliver measuring his length
on earth with Lilliputians swarming over him was not a nicer
spectacle- A swarm of flies hummed over his mouth and face, only
to be hurled back by the tornado coming out of his nostrils, He
slept on. A long morning of putting together his account books
followed by a meal which Mr. Chettiar had really relished, had
induced him to a sleep delighticg Morpheus himself. His dog,
trodden nearly out of shape came in and lay gasping into his ear.
Still Mr. Chettiar did not awake. The village slept on. The sun -
only seemed to grow hotter.

B Ayo...--uun-h =

AYOuie--neeeeh ! Amma-a-a-al’

The shrill cries went peaiing and bounding, over the parch-
ed land, fainter and fainter, to the dozing cowherd dreaming of
his food and home. They also pealed through the ears of the
sleeping Chet tiar and woke him up. --They made him jump. He

.listened.

“ Ayo ...uah, appa, ayoh !
~ Once again the cry rang out. And to the listening Chettiar
it came from Balarama Iyer’s house. Mr. Chettiar paused for a
moment to get his Angavastram, and then went waddling out as
fast as his short, bandy legs could catry him. i

Ye Gods! Have you ever seen a dog chasing its tail ?
Much better, have you seen Balarama Iyer chasing Muthu Ammal ?
For that was what was happening when Mr. Chettiar, wheezing out
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of breath broke in. Balarama Iyer was attempting to catch his
wife —attempting, I say, for Balarama Iyer, heavy and hearty with
food, wasa bad second to his fastly fleeing fairer-half. Mr.
Chettiar at this sight gasped, sat down and groped about for his
snuff-box tucked amid the folds of his cloth. He took in a hearty
pinch and—gasped.

Recovering his breath

“Saar ! Saar! Sir ! " cried out Mr. Chettiar.
Seeing him, Balarama Iyer shook himself, grew more fierce andy
snorted. And Muthu Ammal quietly disappeared. The poor dear
was not within vision anyway. :

“ Saar, saar, Enna Sir?”’ again wheezed out the Chettiar.
“What! " exploded Mr. Iyer, “well, Chettiar avergal, you
know how exasperating women can be. And this particular......... et

Mr. Balarama Iyer, at the very thcught of the particular...
...jumped up and began to move in the direction of a door leading
to the darker (and safer) quarters inside. The Chettiar gasped,
at the same time catching hold of M. Iyer by his trailing cloth.

“Mr. Iyer, please be quiet. The neighbours will come in.
I say, bs guiet. For Heaven's sake tell me what the matter is.
Why should you rouse the whole village. Come on, tell me your
troubles and I will settle everything. After all the cause, I dare
say, is trivial enough. (A pinch of Sauff. e e e O

All the time he was speaking, he was also tugging at the
cloth. Mr. Iyer was jumping about like a horse. Some words of
the Chettiar reached the ears of Mr. Iyer, and persuaded by the
jerking cloth, he turned round. ‘‘Mr. Chettiar’’ he said “the matter
is really nothing. It is only that woman. She will be the end of
me yet!"

“Yes, yes, tell me what the matter is.” The Chettiar was
getting anxious and persuasive.

“You see"” continued Mr. Iyer, the matter, as I said, is noth-
ing. We were discussing the marriage of our daughter, Meena.,.”
“Who?” broke out the Chettiar.

“Yes our daughter, you know, Meena. Now there is a
young boy, in Aruppukottai. By the time my daughter comes of
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marriageable age, he will be about twenty. His father has a few
villages and some extensive paddy fields, all of which will ultimately
come to him—an only son, Yes, Janardhanan, Appusami; Iyer’s
son, a nice boy.”

“But—'' said Chettiar
“Yes, I know. But that wife of mine wants me to give my
Fieenaciwoie

“Your Meena indeed!’’ broke in a voice from the inside.
“Will you shut up, or.........” Mr, Iyer did not finish the sen-
tence. He grew nearly apoplectic. Turning to the Chettiar, “you
see, that woman wants me to give Meena to one of these new-fangl-
ed B. A’s—these good-for-nothing, worse-than-useless College men,
who come and marry good and nice girls, and then turn round and
ask for money to go to England or America—for higher education,
as they call it—or to give to Mr. Gandhi’s ‘Swarajya Fund.” Mr.
Iyer had somehow or other a very low ana nnjust prejudice against
the Swarajya movement. “Dirty cads, I call them.”

“But—" broke out the Chettiar again. He was getting
puzzled. =

“Dirty cads!” again the unseen voice, “yes, Janaki’s hus-
band, an I. C. s, getting Rs. 1200, is he a dirty cad ?”

“Janaki; and her husband be blown! That cigarette-
smoking, wine-bibbing loafer!” Snorted Mr. Iyer, “you see, Mr,
Chettiar, how women are captivated by a hat and a pair of shoes.

He is no Brahmin!"” :

“Rut Mr. Iyer” the Chettiar was getting excited. “I don't
understand. You talk of your daughter. Who is Meena? I have
not seen her. Where is she 2"

Mr. Iyer rose, in all majesty of injured dignity and anger.
“Mr. Chettiar,” he thundered forth. You ‘do not know Meena,
yousay ? Good God, she is the apple of my eye, the soul of my
being, the joy of my old age. Mr. Chettiar, she—is—the—
daughter—we—have—been—hoping —will—be—bortn—to—us.”
Mr. Chettiar collapsed.

et e e
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T he College Day.

The 29th College Day was celebrated on Saturday the 18th
Febr. 1928. The function was in every respect. a unique success
and thanks are due to all the members of the committee. The
College was fortunate in securing as President Mr. K. Narayanan
Pandalai, B. A, B. L, Sarvadhi Kariakar and Private Secretary to
Her Highness, The MahaRani Regent and as speaker, Mr. K. Ma-
dhava Kurup M. A., Asst. Secretary to Government The collec
tions from the present students, were not however such as could
have been desired, though the old boys in general gave unstinted
support.

A prominent feature of the celebration was the artistic and
tasteful decoration. The main flagstaff, and the arches at the
main gates, the numerous lines of variegated flags and festoon,
were generally appreciated and they added not a little to the gran-
deur of the scene.

The programme of the day commenced with games in the
morning, The final matches of two Tournaments in connection
with the College Day were played. ‘The final match of the Men’s
Singles (Tennis) was played in the College first court, while that of
the Badminton tournament organised for the benefit of the lady
students of the College was played in the Girls’ High School Bad-
minton court.

The arrangements for the breakfast in the various messes,
were made. It was ready by 11 A. M. every where and it went
off quite well.

The sports began at 2.30.P. M. Many old boys and
ladies had come to witness them. Long jump, high jump, hurdle
race, obstacle race, sack race and tilting the bucket followed one
after the other in their usual course. Some of these items excited
unnsual laughter and merriment, Both the spectators and the
competitors evinced great ‘nterest and enthusiasm. V. G. Mathew,
won many first prizes. The sports came to an end at5 P. M.

The whole gathering of guests, old boys and students moved
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onto take tea which was served in the open space before the
physical laboratory. The conveners'of the Refreshments deserve
congratulation on the orderly, systematic and convenient arrange-
ments they had made.

~ The Public meeting in connection with the College Day was
as usual held in the quadrangle, the amphitheatre of the College.
It was a very large gathering consisting of over two thousand heads
The meeting commenced at 6 P. M. The College Choir sang the
College Ode amidst loud applause. The Principal led Mr. Nara-
yanan Pandalai, the president-elect and the speakers of the évening
to the platform. The cups, shields und other trophies which the
College had won, were exhibited on the platform and this added a
fresh gaiety to the gay scene.

The President rose amid loud cheers to propose the toast
to Her Highness The Maha Rani Regent and to His Highness The
Maha Raja of Travancore. We publish elsewhere the short and
felicitous speech.

Mr. K. Madhava Kurup M. A. next proposed the toast to
the College. His speech is a masterly survey of the evolution of
the present College of S:ience with reminiscences of his own
College days. His suggestion that the College magazine should
contain more original articles relating to science and research than
it does at present, deserves careful and earnest consideration.

The Principal in an apt reply thanked the guests of the
evening for their readiness in responding to his invitation. He
spoke briefly of the many changes thas had come over the College
since the 28th College Day. He referred in a touching marner to
tae retirement of Principal R. Krishnaswami Iyer. The Toast to
the Old Boys was then proposed by Mr. O. C. Mathew ; and it was
responded to by Mr. A. Venkita Rao B. A. B. L, the Head Sircar
Vakil. He made a very short and telling Speech, in which he said
among other things that the students were of a more optimistic
turn of mind in his time, than the present generation seemed to be,

Then came the interesting function of the distribution of
prizes, medals and certificates of merit. Inthe two Essay com-
eptitions in connection with the College Day, organised for the
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women students in particular, Sry V. G. Gouri Amma of class IV
and Miss. Achamma Samuel of class I were declared the winners.
Miss. Mary Mammen, the winner in the Ladies Badminton Tourna-
ment was presented with a silver medal. Among those who had
won medals and other prizes for the various items of sports, Mr.
V. G. Mathew was conspicuous by the number of prizes he had
i won. The Tennis Marker Paramu Pillai was also presented with a
silver medal in recognition of his faithful service.

<

The meeting came tc a close after the concluding speech
from the chair and the garlanding of the President and the
speakers.

A farce specially written by Mr. Mallar Govinda Pillai for
the occasion was ther. put on boards. The acting was exceedingly
good. Some of the characters displayed histrionic talents of a high
order. The parts of som: subordinate characters were acted
almost to perfection. The comic interludes were most of them
excellent and full of fun. The function came to a close at 9 P, M.

: The whole success of the celcbration is due to the College
Day committee consisting cf the following

The Principal, Ex-officio President
; Dr. K. L. Moudgill

[ Messrs. K. R. Krishna Iyer

! T. K. Koshy

e P. K. Krisha Pillai

T. T. Thomas !

C. P. Sankara Pillai

| Miss Laura Noe

Miss Monica Fernandez

e e

¥ Miss Mary Mammen.

Mr. K. O, Ommen
Mr, T. K. Gopalan Nair B. A, B, L.

and other class representatives.

} Joint Secretaries

e it
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(The Editors will be glad to receive information on subjects
of topical interest for inclusion in these columns).

Since our last appearance, the College has had very few
changes. The extension to the Chemical Laboratory which was
under contemplation for many years and under construction during
the last year is at last finished, though not fully equipped for immedi-
ate occupation. The Chemistry Building which had hitherto pre-
sented an unfinished appearance, now with its neat little quadran-
gle and bold artistic outline adds a new charm to the College. We
only hope that a visitor may not be tempted to go too near the
charming building, lest the sulphuretted hydrogen and other frag-
rant exhalations which must inevitably priceed from its spacious
halls, should impart an entirely different aspect to the College
We, however, hope that this ex tension will not only remov: the

present congestion and afford relief, but also will pave the way for

opening the Honour Classes in Chemistry.........

Great credit is due to the Physics Department for the
installation of a Radio-receiving apparatus in the Physics Labora-
tory- Much speculation was afloat even last term about Radio
speeches and music parties. But so far as last year’s results were
concerned, they ended in disappointment. They have not yet
been able to operate a loud speaker successfully. Programmes
from Colombo and occasionally from Bombay are at present
' received on the headphones and it is possible for an enthusiastic
student, provided that the weather is fine and he is willing to risk
his tympanum and try his patience—to listen for a few minutes

to music or speeches broadcast from distant stations. However the

big antennae stretched high up in the air does certainly lend a
scientific prestige and add a fresh feather to the cap of the College
.vov..The most creditable aspect of the matter is that the major
portion of the requisites is being made in the workshop of the
Department: :

A summary of the results of the University Examinations
of March 1928 is given below. We offer our heartiest congratu-
,ations to the successful candidates and especially to Messrs. K.

g s e ——
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Narayanier who passed in the First Class as the first in the
Presidency in B. A, Group III A, R. Padmanabha Iyengar, who
secured the double distinction of securing a First class first in the
Presidency in Chemistry and the oaly sccond class in English
from the College, A. Ramasubramony Iyer, P. Ramakrishna Iyer,
and K. Karunakaran Nair who passed the Mathematics Honours
Degree Examination in the First class and S. Yegnarayanier,
V. C Varghese and G, Purushothaman Pillai who got a First class
in Physics. The Mathematics Department deserves special con-
gratulation on the brilliant results of the Honours Examination.

Mr. K. Narayanier is the winner of ths ‘Palani Andi' Prize,
of the University.

INTERMEDIATEY
o Pass.
No. Sent- T class. [Iclass. Part I Part 11 Part
[ ups : only. only. 17 TI.
Group I 96 18 28 12 14 604 62'5
Group II 9 5 37 25 1= 691 g
B. A.
No. Sent up. I class, II class. III class. Total. % Pass.
English 152 o 1 70 71 467
Group I 45 1 o 16 2257488
Group II A 22 3 3 10 16 727
I1 B 92 1 -10 23 34 635
III A 28 1 1 15 17 607
Hons 12 3 5 3 175100

(one withdrew)

We offer also our congratulations to two members of the staff,
Dr. K S. Padmanabha Iyer and Mr. G. Venket:swaren on the new
distinctions they have won. M. G. Venketeswaren has come out
as first in India in the last Civil Service Competitive Examination
held at Delhi. He has since left this for England to undergo
the training. May we hope that he will keep himself in constant
touch with “the Old College’ by acquainting us with his fresh
experiences there. Dr. K. S. Padmanabha Iyer, Assistant Profes-
sor of Natural Science, has our heartiest congratulations on the
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high distinction he has won by his quiet and unobtrusive woerk.
The University of Mad:as has conferred on him the Doctorate of
Philosophy for his original work on worms. They have a name
—these worms have—but we may be forgiven for our lapse of
memory. = % » b

Now that the academic year is well launched in its course,
the out door activities of the college are in full swing. Much
physical energy which, if turned to more useful azcount, might
fetch large profits, is being wasted in the gymnasium, Even from
a distance one could perceive every kind of motion within the shed;
men swinging clubs, a pair of rings swinging men, and others
moving like clock-work between the parrallel bars. The tennis
courts too provide a coyple of hour’s exciting diversion for the
body cramped by continuous sitting and the faculties fatigued by
hours of concentration often upon uninteresting subjects. From
the sixth court where the member’'s ambition in life is to effect
collisions of the racket and the ball, to the higher courts where
they discuss the comparitive merits of Yildon and Barotra, one
can only find enthusiastic pleasant faces. Mr, Rama varma Raja,
the Champion of the College has left us and we rarely see the type
of his dashing play now. Mr. C., V. George who plays a promising
game has joined us this year and we may with reason hope that
our college will be well represented in the Tennis Tournaments
this year b ad e *

The last College Day, a full account of which is published
elsewhere, was a singularly successful function in every respect,
From the unanimous election of the Secretary to-the closing scene
of the farce, every item was faultless. The Secretaries deserve
"special credit for making a happy departure from mamool in
providing particular facilities for the lady students of the College
to take more active part in the celebration. Hitherto they were
mute witnesses of the proceedings—of course the refreshments '
item being excepted. The Essay competitions and the Tourna-
ments held solely for them will, we hope, find an important place
in future College Day Celebrations * *

Our General Library, everybody murmers, does not grow.
The scanty resources cannot meet the requirements of either the
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students or the teachers. The book room, the reading room, the
librarian’s office and the attender’s sleeping apartment are ‘rolled
into one’ single hall. It is not unusual to fiad the library more
densely packed than even lecture rooms. And as to taking a spell
at some periodical, the noise and distraction of the overcrowded
room make it next door to impossible. We hope these inconven-
iences would be removed as early as possible.

We welcome the new members of the staff of the College
and we trust they will by their active sympathy, help to increase
the usefulness of the journal. Mr. E. T. Thomas is no stranger
though he comes back to the old college after several years. Mr.
P. Ramakrishna Iyer did yeoman service as the student editor
of the imagazine and though his preparation for the Honours
Examination interrupted his contributions to these pages, we
have no doubt that once again he will paint pictures of his
dreams. Mr. K. Narayana Iyer, the Demonstrator in Botany has
the distinction of being the first in this College to obtain a
first class first in the Presidency in Botany.

S. R.
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chletiés.

The College Gymnasium

Every year there is a steady increase in the roll of the
Gymnasium. And with the swelling numbers, want of room in the’
shed is keenly felt. It is nothing short of a miracle how the slen-
der acrobat on the ‘Rings’, the expert on the parallel and horizontal
bars, and the club swinger—all crowded into the same enclpsure—
manage not to knock at each other. One visiting the Gymnasium
in the evening will feel dizzy as one looks on the various whirling
motions performed round about him. Stepping into the next room,
one is brought face to face with another group of gymnasts with
spring developers and dumbbells which know no rest in the eve-
nings, The exercises with these dumbbells and developers are
illustrated on charts exhibited on the wall, and the gymnasium
master is always on the trot, helping the ‘fresher’ to press and then
to stretch, and running instantly after the young men to whom
parallel and horizontal bars are a despair. The budding ‘Bhimas’
with their brandishing clubs no less r=ceive his earnest attention.
The gymnasium is no doubt making rapid strides towards progress
and its great practical utility in the manufacture of robust youth
will be considerably enhanced, if only more facilities are given.
Mr. Joshua, the College Physica!l Instructor has to be congratulated
on the immense popularity of the gymnasium.

The Tennis Club

The Tennis Club held its Annual General Meeting and The
Social in last March. The Office bearers for the ensuing academic
year were elected. Mr- S. P. Parameswaran Pillai takes by an un-
animous vote the place of the retiring Secretary Mr. M. Krishna Pillai
and Mr. M. R. BalaKrishna Warier continues as the Vice President.

In the Annual Tournament, the two champions of the College
Messrs. Rama Varma Raja and T. N. Madhavan Nair won the
Handicap and Championship cups respectively. Mr, Pothen scored
the silver medal for Handicap singles runner up. Of these, Raja
and Pothen have left us, and Madhavan Nair is in good form. The
first court still maintains a high standard of excellence.
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The number of new members is on the increase so much
so that the strength of each court has risen. Murmers of a seventh
court are in the air. It may also be here mentioned that som
of the courts at least are to be provided with wire nettings: The
tennis ball that frequently bumps into the footbal field often shares
the same fate as the football and makes the players breathlessly
wait for its speedy return. The unwary first court player not
infrequently has to smart with pain caused by the cruel visitant
of a third court ball. Under the circumstances we hope the
authorities wiil kindly consider the desirability of wire-nettings for
two of the courts as least

The Tennis Club, we hope, will continue its career of acti-
vity and vigour, and maintain its place as one of the most well
managed Clubs ‘of the College, and win laurels in the ensuing
Tournaments.

Volley Ball

There has been a resurrection in the activities of the Volley
Ball Club since the reopening of the College. This is of course
‘dug to the unremitting enthusiasm of the newly nominated Vice
President Mr. T. T. Thomas. The large number of students
flocking to the Volley Court in the evening is clear evidence of
the keen interest evinced in the game. Mr. P. Ramaswami Pillai
has been nominated as the Captain for the year. Having made a
good start, the Club may be rightly hoped to pursue its life of
vigorous activity throughout the year, We believe that the good
practice and the earnest interest of the players will bear fruit in
the shape of winning a trophy in the ensuing Tournaments,

Badminton

Even in spite of the strenuous endeavours of the newly
nominated Vice President and Secretary, Badminton is still in the
same old slough. It has been serving only to bridge the gulf of
interval between two sets for Tennis players. The cry of ‘‘set”
in the Tennis Courts often leaves Badminton to its own fate,
Perhaps this is bound to be so in view of its unenviable position as
an ‘adjunct’ of Tennis, till perhaps the season of the Sree Mulam
Tournaments shakes off its lethargy by exciting a momeutary
enthusiasm and Badminton asserts itself for a while. We hope
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“ {he’ Clab ‘will be more assertive of its independence and . rally all

its best resouress carliét by giving better practice to its players
and paving its way for the day of triumph.

The Football Club

The activities of the Club during the last term were praise-
worthy, though no tangible evidence of merit in the shape of a
trophy was exhibited. In the Sreemulam Tournaments the College
Flevens Team was able to beat the formidable Town (A) with its
renowned players, but as ill-luck would have it, was worsted by a
lesser team Town (B). Again in the S. M. M. Tournament, our
Sixes were almost on the verge of triumph. In the match between
our Team and the Kottayam Crescents, the excellence of our
training and sportsmanlike attitude was much in evidence. Victory
ultimately slipped from us, the Kottayam Crescents scoring a
belated goal against us. Nevertheless the College Football Team
possessed some of the best players in all Travancore. Mathew
and Mathai have now left us, leaving the other of the iormidable
trio Ommen in the lurch. Mr. K. C. George, a veteran player has
again joined our fold and we hope the College can maiatain its tradi-
tional excellence this year also in Football.

*

The office bearers of the Club for the year are:

Messrs. T. K. Koshy Deputy President,
K. M. Dasthyagar Secretary,
K. C. GGeorge - Captain, Senior

S. Chockalingom Pillai Captaia Junior.
4

Gl
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ollege @lubs and Societied.? 11 st LY 2

The Arts Club SHAAR 7 &

The Arts Club started its activities earlier this%;?;"rsw{g“
first meeting soon after the reopening of the College. Mr. V. Ka-
runakaran Nair of the Theosophical Society gave us his illuminating
lecture on ‘the Teaching of Music’ which was largely aitended.
The lecturer clearly pointcd out the main defects in the present day
methods of teaching music in Southern India, and the possibilities
of improvement. It was presided over by Mr. T.Lekshmana
Pillai B. A., the greatest living composer and exponent of South
Indian Music in Travancore. The President in his concluding
speech also suggested the varicus lines on which modern South
Indian music could be improved and developed,

The business meeting to elect new office bearers for the
year came off on 11—9—28. The report of the Managing Com-
mittee for the last academic year was read and unanimously passed
and the following were elected as office bearers for the current
year.

Pro. R. Srinivasan M, A. President.
Mr. K. R. Krishna Iyer M. A. Vice President.
Mr. A. Venketachalam M. A. Secretary and Treasurer.

: K. M. Thomas Student Secretary.
¢ Messers G. Krishna Pillai Representative of the IV
and Hens. Classes.
K. Chandrasekhara Pillai. III Class.
M. Madhavan Nair II Class.
Y. Subramonia Pillai “ I Class.
Miss Janaki Amma Lady Representative.

An ordinary meeting of the Club under the new regime took
place on 18 —9—28 when Mr. Ramankutty Nair of Haripad, one
of the talented disciples of Mr. T. Leksumana Pillai, entertained
the audience with his excellent vocal music to the accomnpaniment
of the violin and mridangom.

Under the auspices of the Club, a performance of ‘Ottam
Thullal’ was held on 14-~10—28, by Patchu Pillai, the talented
actor of Central Travancore. It was very largely attended and much
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appreciated. This encouragement to one of the dying arts in
Travancore deserves special commendation. - We hope the College
Arts Club will form nucleus of a steady movement to bring about a
renascence of the indigenous arts of the country. Tha present
activities of the Club angur a life of brilliant achievement for it.
We hope that it will come out with a grander record of work this
year.

The Physics A ssociation

This Association is maintaining its high level of enterprising
activity. During the last term of the last academic year, the
Association had two well attended ordinary meetings and the
Annual Socials. The first of these ordinary meetings was held on
1—2—28 when Mr. SeethaRama Iyer M. A. of the Physics Depart-
ment gave a very informing and eloquent lecture on “Wave-motion’
bringing liome to the audience how (ransmission of energy takes
the form of waves in nature. Mr. V. Sivaramakrishnaier M. A.
the President took the chair. The next meeting was on 3—2—28,
immediately on the wake of the first, when Mr, P. G. Jacob of
class I1I spoke on ‘New Light on Life and Death,” giving a novel
and characteristically original interpretation of life and energy,
which was something of a revolt against faith and its follies.

The social gathering of the members of the Association
came off a weck later. The Principal and Mrs. Pryde were the
chief guests of the evening.

The inaugural meeting of the Association was held this term
on 23—8—28 when Mr. Sivaramakrishpa Iyer M. A, gave a very
interesting lecture on ‘Electrical Phenomena in the Earth’s Atmos-
phere’. Prof. Ramakrishna Iyer M. A, was in the chair.

An ordinary meeting of the Association was held on 4-10-28
when Mr. T. T. Thomas M. A. gave a very entertaining lecture on
‘Radio’ with demonstrations. The Hall was fall to the brim and
the lecture was well appreciated.

Mr. Aliar Kunju is the Secretary of the Association,

The Chemistry Association
The Chemistry Association held no meetings during the
“last term of the academic year 1927-28, except the Annual Social
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Gathering, which came of on the third Saturday in February. It
was a gala day. It bagan at 3.3):P. M. with gamss, such as
Tennis, pingpong, chess and cards At 5 P. M. the members were
taken in for refreshment to the new wing of the Chemistry Labor-
atory which was daintily decorated with ferns and palm leaves.
After this, came the meeting when 'Mr. A, Narayana Potti M. A,
occupied the chair. After the President’s opening speech, Mr,
K. Krishnan Nair of class III proposed the toast to the out-going
students in a neat and felicitous speech. it was responded to by Mr.
Govinda Rao of class IV in a short, witty speech. The report of
the activities of the Association for the year was read by Mr R. San-
karan, the Secretary, The new office bearers for the year were

also elected.

Mr. A. Venketachalam M A, President,
Mr. K. Krishnan Nair Secretary.
Messers. V. Padmanabha Iyer } Representatives of the
P. Zacharia IV class.

i3}

M. Vydialingom Pillai } Representatives of the
Madhava Panickar III class.

2

The inaugural meeting after this committee was constituted
took place on the 14th August’28. Mr. K. R. Krishna Iyer M. A.,
gave a very instructive discourse on ‘Colloids and their Reactions’.

The Principal presided.

Another meeting soon followed. On the 22nd August,
Mr. E. Masilamony B. A. B. Sc., sometime state Geolgoist, delivar-
ed an excellent lecture on ‘Precious Stones’. Dr. K. L. Moudgill
M. A: F. 1. C: presided on the occasion.

The Mathematics Association

This Association after its having been moribund throughout a
large part of the last academic year, has restarted to active life. Ata
business meeting, the office bearers for the current year were elected.

Prof, Srinivasan M. A. President,

Mr. K. Subramony lyer Secretary, _
Mr. Sivasubramonia Pattar Representative of the IV class,
Mr, Ki Rama Iyer 3% 111 class:
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The first ordinary meeting of the Association was held on
the 19th July 28 when Mr. Mancheri Rama Iyer B. A. B. L. deliver-
ed a very inspiring lecture on the * Platonic Solids ’. The lecture
showed that any subject would do for a talented speaker to make
a deep and lasting impression. The dry subject of solid grometry,
nobody theught, could be made so entertaining even to the layman.
Mr. E. Subramonia Iyer, M. A., M. L. took the chair on the occasion.
The meeting came to a close when Dr. Subramonia Iyer in a short
speech thanked the distinguished lecturer and president -of the
evening.

An Ordinary meeting of the Association came off on 14-9-28
when Mr. U. Sivaraman Nair M. A, spoke on  Newton and His
Contributions to Science’. Prof. Srinivasan presided.

 The Debating Society

The Valedictory meeting of the last Academic year was

_ held in the last week of January 1928 when Dr. Graham M. A,
of the Manchester Univeristy gave a truly inspiring address to the
" students. He spoke in some detail on the necessity of focussing

attention on the formation of character, the cultivation of a judi-
cious taste and a sense of proportion in all matters. The meeting
which was held in the Quadrangle of the College had unfortunately

" to be terminated earlier on account of inclement weather. The

president, Mr. Pryde M. A. Msc, and the learned lecturer were
garlanded.
. 4

This year, the office bearers of the Debating Society are—

Mt. K. R. Krishna Iyer M. A. :Vice—President

Mr. V. T. Veloo Pillai . Secretary L
ME S, Sathiavageswaraier “Staff Representative. ’

- = ' o S
‘ The Inaugural meeting of the Society was held ‘on 6th
August 1928 at 4-15 p- m. when Mr, Malloor Govinda,Pillai.;,F 3 .

B.L. gave a very entertaining address on ‘ The -Student  His -

- Rights and Duties’ The Hall was full and the addre§s§¢as ve;"?r
- much appreciated. ey A '

2
¢

>
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Another meetihg'toak "iii&ce on the 21st August when Mr.'.'”.
P. Neelacantan Nair of class III spoke onthe “Indian Ryots”,
Mr. G, Mahadava Iyer M. A. was in the chair. Many studentspeakefs

were ready with their vaned opinions on the Subject s a.-y@ ;
r

"»"" -An ordinary meeting came off again on the 2lst Sep§28

when Mr. M. R. Madhava Warier spoke on Malayalam Literature’.
~ Mr. T. K. Veloo Pillai B. A. B. L., who presided, in his concluding 631
‘ remarks emph asised the necessity of taking greater and keener
interest in the study of the mother tongue.  All the lectures were

in the Vernacular.
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| Hostel Notes.

The Collegiate Hostel is almost full and hostel life has at
last attained an apparently ideal condition this year. The dark
mansion, as if at the magician’s wand, has become a scene of emi-
nent activity and high class jollity.

The Literary Union has awakened from its temporary
torpor after the summer recess. The inaugural meeting of the
Union was held on Sunday the 5th August 1928 when Mr. P, K.
Narayana Pillai B. o. & B. L. delivered a very interesting address
to the inmates on ‘Student Life’ Professor R. Sreenivasan, our
popular warden, took the chair. The union bids fair to run on
right lines ; the quick succession of meetings, the active interest of
the members and the untiring enthusiasm of the present secretary
Mr. A. Syed Muhammed, these augur a life of redoubled vigour and
activity. The Reading Room attached to the Hostel, lures many to
take a spell and spend a truant hour from serious study. It is better

furnished with papers and periodicals than last year. The best

Jeading papers of the day both English and Anglo-Vernacular have
found their place there. o

The Athletic Association has also found a new lease of life
this year. Tennis and Volley lLave at last come to stay. All the
games are in full swing and great credit is due te Mr. C. M, Mathew
for this,

%
‘The Hostel.Dramatic Troupe’ isstill only a mere dream. We

: ,hope that this will soon take shape under the patronage of the
‘warden. 8 3

The ‘ Hostel Scouts * some of whom have left the cosy she ‘

honour of the Chief Scout’s Birthday. ‘ ; M
AN INMATE” 3 §
e S
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