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In the field of sport and pleasure,

In the battle’s fiercer aim,
Prithee, to the fullest measure

Play the game, O, play the game.

In the height of pow’r and office,

In the fight for name and fame
Or for diplomatic trophies, -

Play the game, O, play the game.

In the strifes of creed, of colour,

And of caste, through praisé ot blame
Sense of fairness no whit duller,

Play the game, O, play the game.

Pride of birth, caste, race or features,
Use not vilely, to defame

God’s down-trodden humbler creatures ;
Play the game, O, play the game.

Master be of treasures massy,
Gaikwar added to Nizame,

Or but loin-cloth clad Sanyasi;
Play the game, O, play the game.
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In revenge or other passion,
‘When thy blood is all aflame,
In the hot argumentation,
Play the game, O, play the game.

Seek not to disparage others,
Brag of no superior claim,
Lend a hand to struggling brothers ;
_ Play the game, O, play the game.

Go in search of good, not evil,

Evil try with good to tame,
Smother the backbiting devil

Play the game, O, play the game.

Judge of conduct, art and letters
With a kindly mental frame ;

F’en in darkness, look for glitfers.
Play the game, O, play the game.

Keen, but clean in all thy doings,

In thy words and thoughts the same,
Carry on ; ignore pooh-poohings ,

Play the game, O, play the game.

Winning, not to be rewarded ;
Losing, thou need feel no shame :
How thou play’st but is recorded ;
Play the game, O, play the game,

So the Charioteer Divine did
Once in Kurus’ field proclaim
To His kinsman fickle-minded :
“ Play the game, O, play the game!”

M. NARASING RAO, B.A., M L.
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MAGIC SQUARES.
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By
-A. V. K. KRisgaNA MENON, M.A ,B.L., L. T.

In the June issue (Vol XXXVI, No 6) of ‘ The Educational Review ’, there
is a very interesting and instructive article on ““ Children’s clubs : Their contriba-
tion to Hducational Progress”’ wherein the writer has -dealt with va.rlous kinds of
* number recreations ”’ for children. These recreations are intended to create in
the little folk a loving and abiding interest in Arithmetic, a subject which other-
wise may be dull and insipid to them. The methods of teaching this subject to

our young pupils are in very many cases so dry and uninteresting that their sense
of curiosity is not aroused, their mental faculties are not stimulated and their
powers of observation and analysis are not brought into play- The inevitable
result is a sort of mental stagnation, If, however, they are shown some of the &
‘ number recreations’ like those dealt with in the above mentioned article, they will;_t
at once begin to take delight in their work and try to learn by their own effort.
In this article, I propose to deal with one of these ‘number recreations ', namely,
““ Magic Squares”, giving my young readers the simplest methods of costructing "
" some of these squares. They will find that there is in the domain of numbers as
in everything else in this wonderful world of ours, a certain order, symmetry and -
harmony which may not appear at first sight and that, just as Pythagoras of
Grecian fame had spoken of the “ Music of the spheres”, we may  speak of the
¢ music of arithmetical numbers * also. :

In good old days, magic squares were supposed to have cerfain peculiar
virtues—hence the epithet ‘ magic '—and metal plates with magic squares engraved
thereon were sometimes worn as mascobs or amulets to ward off diseases and also
to bring good luck to the wearers- Such amulets are, it is said, still worn in the
oriental countries. The formation -of these squares seems to have been an old
amusement. - Squares of an odd order were constructed in india before the Chus-
tian era, showing that Indians were good Arithmeticians even in the hoary past.
But the development of the theory has been mainly due to French mathematici-
ans. As a purely mathematical curiosity, I shall here reproduce fro‘J_p_ the Ency-
clopoedia Britannica two interesting ‘ magical ’ arrangements of numbers said to
have been given by Benjamin Franklin and called the “Magic Square of Squares”
and the ““ Magic Circle of Circles ”. The first (Fig. 1) is a square divided into 256
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squares, i. e., 16 squares in each row and in each column, in which are placed the
The chief properties of this square are :—

natural numbers from 1 to 256-

central numbers 1s 1028.

1. The sum of the 16 numbers in any row or column is 2056.

9. 'The sum of the 8 numbers in half of any row or column is 1028.

3. The sum of the numbers in two half diagonals is 2056.

4. The sum of the four corner numbers of the great square and the four

Tooo [217.}asz [2a0 | & | 25 |40 ['s7 [ 72 [ 80 | 104 [121 [136 | 153 [1e8 {185 "
58 | 39 |26 | 7 |250 |231 |218 |199 [186 |167 | 154 |135 |122 |103 | 90 | ;1
198 [219 230 {251 | 6 [27 [ 38 |59 |70 |91 [102 [123 1384 |155 [166 =
60 [87 | 28| 5 [252 [229 |220 {107 |1as | 165 |156 | 133 |124 |101 | 92 [ g9
201 |216 |233 Joas | o |24 | 41 |56 | 73 | 88 [105 120 | 137 |12 |169 [Tgs

}:?_ 4 | 28 | 10 |247 | 234 [215 202 | 183 |170 | 151 | 138 | 119 |106 | 87 | 74

1208 | 214 1285 246 | 11 | 22 | 43 [ 54 | 75 | 86 |107 |118 [139 [150 [171 [182

_: 53 | 44 | 21 |12 245‘236 213 1204 1181 172 | 149 |140 |117 1_08_ 85 76
205 | 212 237 | 244 | 13 [ 20 |45 |52 | 77 | 84 | 109 |116 141 |145 |178 180
51 |46 | 19| 14 |243 |238 | 211 |206 {179 | 174 147 |142 |115 |10 | 83 _7?
207|210 |239 |24z | 15 | 18 |47 | 50 | 79 | 82 |11t |112 | 143 | 1ag |275 |178
19 | 48 | 17 | 16 |241 | 240 |209 |208 |177 | 176 | 145 |14 |118 112 | 81 | 80
"196 091 [228 | 258 | 4 |29 |36 [ 61 | 68 | o3 | 100|125 {132 | 157 | 164 | 189
68 | 35|30 | 3 |254 {227 [222 | 195 |190 [168 |158 {131 |126 | 99 | g4 | 67
194 2239286 {255 | 2 |81 |34 |63 | 66| 05| o8 127 |130 | 150 | 155 191
64 | 33 lsz 1 |56 [225 |224 |193 {192 |161 160 [120 [128 | 07 |95 | 65

Fig. 1. R e e



Fig. 2.

The *“ Magic circle of circles” (Fig. 2.) consists of eight annular rings and
a central circle, each ring being divided into eight cells by radii drawn from the
centreif"l‘here are therefore 65 cells. The number 12 is placed at the centre and
the numbers 13 to 75 are placed in the other cells. " Among the properties of this
figure are :—

1. The sum of the eight numbers in any -ring together with the central
number 12 is 360, the number of degrees in a circle.

2. The sum of the eight numbers in any set of radial cells together W‘Tt_b.
the central number is 860. , i ;

3. The sum of the numbers in any four adjoining cells, either un&?m:
radial or two radial and two annular, together wit> = ™" MUL ber"is 180.

My young readers may easily verify these “\ ‘“

A magic square may be defined as a squar “‘\“‘\ “‘\ r of equal
small squares, like a chess-board, in each of whicl 089882 o5t cons
secutive numbers from 1 up to the square of the number of small §goares in each
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row or column, such that the sum of the numbers in every row, in every column
and in each diagonal is the same. - In the accompanying figure, the big square is
| divided into 9 small squares and the first 9 integers are so arranged that the sum '

of the number in any row, column or diagonal is 15. If the

big square has » small squares in each row or column, the 8 1 6
square is said to be of the nth order. The adjoining figure
represents a square of 3rd order. The small squares in which 3 5 7
the numbers are placed are called Cells, The diagonal from the
top left-hand cell to the bottom right-hand cell is called the 4 9 9
Leading Diagonal. The other diagonal is called the Right

Diagonal. If the integers are the consecutive numbers (Fig. 3)

from I’t‘ﬁ n’ their sum is 4n%(»®+1). The number of cells in each
! ~eolumn or diagonal being n, the sum of the numbers in any Iow,
colmﬁ"ﬁ’i’ d _' gonal will be 7% (n2+1)/n, or n(n?+1), if the square is magic. In
sq.uare of the 3rd order, this sum becomes X3 X (32+41) or 15. (See Fig 3)
shall now proceed to give the simplest methods of constructing these magic
S ‘.'Ehare are two classes to be considered.

_I ngtms of an Odd Order.
T.ook at the accompanying

figure Wh.iah is a magie square o 7 A /7!9
of the ﬁﬁ‘ﬁrd%r and carefully / A =
»'way in which the 7| |od I at [ lis Ly
e 1” A H
: num‘bel'g are arranged. 1 is = : P
o placed in the middle cell in the : / A / !
top row. It will also be obger- 2<3 > A 14 i 72| 3
ved that the successive numbers A :
are placed one after another in a4 5 13 o0 | |22 | a4
a diagonal line sloping up to < £ :
the right, with the following AN R
exceptions, namely, ¥ 10 12 19 2l 3% 10
® l Z 7 pal A
1. <When we reach a cell i e
in the top row, the next num- l 7 J
& beyis placed in a cell in the ' i S i =

bottom row as if the latter
Fig-4.

came immediately a,bove the top row, [E. G., see where 2, 9,18 and 25 are placed. |

2.” When We re&oh a cell in the extreme right-hand column, the next
number is placed in a cell in the extreme left hand column' as if the latter
immediately succeeded the right-hand column (E. G., see where 4, 10,17 and 23 are
placed)

- : *
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3. When a cell is occupied already or when we reach the top right-corner
cell, the next number is placed immediately below. [E.g., see where 6,16 and 21
are placed. ]

The rule, therefore, is simply this: Place 1 in the top middle cell and
proceed in the diagonal line sloping up to the right observing the exceptions noted
_above. This is called De la Loubire’s Method after De la Lioubire 'who was the
Envoy of Louis XIV to Siam in 1687-8 and there learnt this method. Another
equally simple method of- constructing magic squares of an odd order is this.
Draw a square of the 5th order and draw similar squares on its four sides. Arrange
the numbers 1 to 25 in the manner shown (see Fig. 5) so that there are three

| s
. 1
6 2
11 7 3
| ( 16 12 8
\ 21 17 13 9
| 22| |18 | 14
l_ 23 l 19 : 15
24 | 20
25
(Fig 5) .
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(Fig 6)

1 of the four surrounding squares. When these numbersin the
8 are placeéd in the corresponding cells of the central sqiare, the square
is formed and is magic in its rows, columns and diagonals. This

-

comp‘lementa.ry rows or colamns. Two -cells are said to be horzzontally
related when they are in the same row but in complementary columns and wverfi-
cally related when they are in the same column but in complementary rows. Two
:"cells in complementa.ry rows and columns are S&ld to be skewly related. For
: 'example, in fig 7, 1 and 4 are hoﬁzontally related, 1 and 13 are vertically related
md 1 and 16 are skew]yielaﬁed A horizontal interchange consists in the inter-

change of the numbers in two horizontally related cells, a vertical interchange in

the mterchange of the numbers in bwo vertically related cells and &ﬁew interchange
in the mbercha.nge of the numbels in two skewly related cells

N e

or two columns eqmdlstant from the right side and the left*are said té be ‘?
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“the sqﬁa.fe is of the 4th order. -
v OoE :

16 in their natural order

U L

Let us take the simplest of doubly-even squares, namely, when m=1 and

Insgert the numbers 1 to

(see fig. 7). Take the

e

numbers in the two middle squares in the top row and

the numbers in the two middle squares in the first column

ynd interchange them with the numbers skewly related

p

to them The new square will then be as shown in the

fig 8 and is magic in its rows, columns and diagonals, the
sum of the numbers in any row, column or diagonal being

34 Thx4(4® +1)=34]

Let us now take the case when m=2, that is, when the squareh ofﬁle
A‘ﬁ'aﬂg‘é the numbers in their natural order as in fig 9. Divide the

- 8th ordel

1f2]s5 )&t
516l 7]s
9 |10 11 | 12
13 14"15!16

whole square into 16 equal squares, e
each of these small squares contain- o S
mg 4 cells. These small squares 1l 21 51 41 5 6 99 7
are bordered with thick lines in the — — —
ﬁgure*\ Take the numbers in the 91 10111 {12 §13314 1515
two middle squares at the top and -
in the two middle squires on the | 17 [ 18 |19 | 20 |'21 | 22 } 23 1 24
left, that is, i ¢ = S
e at is, in the squares, o5 | og 27| 28| 20 | 30 | 51 | 82
3 4 5 6 -
_ __l 33 134135 |36|87(88139 740 |
el (9 4 | sl a3 | da )45 46! 47 | 48
' e 49 | 50 |51 | 58|53 | 58 55 | 56 |
17|18 | 33 | 34 S o =
e e T e 57 | 58 | 59 | 60 | 61 | 62 {63 | 64
{es]as]| o f8 = SRR
jolo] st ol e
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containing 16 numbers in all. Inter-

change these 16 numbers with the num-| 1 olea |68l 60| 59 7 S

bexs skewly related to them. The resulting|-— |
figure (see fig 10) will be magic, the sum| 9 10 | 54 | 53 | 52 | 61 | 15 f 16
of the numbers in any row, column or 2
diagonal being 260. [} x8(82+1)=260] S ses L s e
The method, therefore, of constructing| 40 | 39 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30 | 34 | 33
@ douwbly-even magic square is as follows.

Divide the whole square into 16 equal| 82 | 31 [ 35 | 36 | 87 | 38 | 26 | 25 |-

squares. Take the numbers in the two
24 | 23 |43 | 44 | 45 | 46 | 18 | 17

middle squares at the top and the two
middle squares on the left. Interchange| 4o | 50 | 14 | 13| 12 | 11|55 36|

th@,pnmbels fWith the numbers skewly ESERS
related tq them and the resulting square| 57 | 58| 67 5 4 3162 64
will be magic. Fig. 10 —

(b)  When the number of cells in any row or columnis of the jo;m2(2m+1)-\

The square is then called a Singly-even square. Thereis a method of constructing

such squaf®s by a series of interchanges of numbers but this is rather tedious of

application. THe simplest method seems to be the one due to De la Hire and
known asg De la Hire's Method. We have to construct two subsidiary magie squ--
ares, one of the digits 1, 2, 3,...... 2(2m~+1) and the ot her of multiples of the ra-
dix, namely 0, 1 2@m+1), 2X2@2m+1), 3X2@m+1),...... [Zem+1)—1] X2
(@m + 1). The magic square is then formed by adding together the numbers in the
corresponding cells of these subsidiary squares. Two numbers of either of the se-
ries equidisbant from the ends ave said to be complementary. Lt us consider the

case when m =1, that is, when the square is of the 6th order. The first subsidiaty.-

square will be of the digits 1, 2,3, 4, 5, and 6 and its construction is as follows.
Hill the cells in the leading diagonal with the numbers 1, 2,8, 4, 5 and 6 and fhe
cells vertically related to these with the same .

numbers. Fill each of the remaining cells® in e o O O
tthIumn either with the same number = :
or with tl the ¢ /,rlplumenta,ly number, taking care 62|14 . 3 > 5 ! L
that there ‘tan 1al number of fhese numbers 6 Is¥s | 1 . £11
in the cohmmwNexb fill the cells horizontal-
Se in the first column with the T et 4 -2 L0
yI uml?ers and the remaining cells e T aea
ot ond third columns and the cells PR e
horizontally related to them in a similar manner, Lf 2z T3 86
Thus we get the square (see fig. 11) and if is Tig. 11 :

Lama” :
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“seen to be magic in rows, columns and diagonals. It may be observed that each of
the rows in this square contains all the digits 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 in some order or

other.
~x

The second subsidiary square will be of the digits 0, 6, 12, 18, 24 and 30,
and its construction is as follows Fill the cells in the leading diagonal with the ntim-
bers 0,6,12,18, 24 and 30 a.nrd the cells horizontally related to them with the same
numbers. Fill each of the remaining cells in the first row either with the same

. number or with the complementary number, taking care that there is an equal
3 number of each of these in the row and also that if any cell in the first row of Fig. 11
and its vertically related cellsare filled with :

complementary numbers, the corresponding cell

in the first row in Fig. 12 and its horizontally S
related cell must-be occupied by the same num- 013013 0|30 0
bers. Next fill the eells vertically related to | 24| 6|24 {24 | 6| 6

\:""’th'ose in the first row with the complementary

{18812l 12 12448
numbers and the remaining cells in the second |— =% oy !
12 | 12 |18 (418 | 18 ['12

and third rows and the cells vertically related

to them in a similar manner. Thus we get the 61| 24 6 6| 24 | 24 J

square in Fig.d2, which is also seen to be | 351 o1 51301 o 30

magic in rows, columns and diagonals. It may

_be observed that each of the columns in this Fig. 12
square contains all the digits 0, 6, 12, 18, 24

and 30 in some order or other.

; %5

Adding up the numbers in the

corresponding cells of these two subsidiary

squares, we get the square shown in Fig. 13.

. This is a magic square of the 6th order, the

sum of the numbers in any row, column or || | ___ s

: : 31| 2| 4|88 5|3
diagonal being 111 [3 X6 (6?+1)=111] = 2
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This method is of general application but in the case of odd and doubly-
even squares, the methods shown above are much simpler. I havenow done. I should
have liked to deal with the subject in greater detail-but even as it is, in spite of all
my brevity, this has already exceeded the legitimate length of a short article. -5
request you, my young readers, to apply the above methods to the construection of
magic squares of higher orders. You will find how very interesting these number
recreations are and what a useful and enjoyable diversion they afford you when

time hangs heavily on you.

~
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g LE;A*PS IN THE DARK %

BY

CDN?UCIUS REDIVIVUS

smwmwm%mmm@
= [The new Confucius is our old friend C. P. K, Taragan. Ed 1
- e
T ‘L%Qve can see, and has eyes that ghttm ‘like stars in a frosty night’;

b is I’u&?th@t&w blinds

*4&‘& S~ O Y 0
Eg.lthy love Ls,not romantic even as healthy air is not perfumed.
: *.- o 0 0
e - The' sentimental lover is the product of a false liferary convention; for
Nature abhotts artificiality and waste of emotion,

= & 0 e )
Me: h;mﬂwonren are at their best when they declare a first passion ; for then
does nature sﬁa.mp on the pure human brow the words ‘ un-ashamed *in remission

of Omgmﬁ'gln o

) o )

Far from being divine and ethereal, love is exclusively of the e‘mth earthy ;

for a man inherits from his parents his capacity for love as much as his spinal chord !
e 2 2 =

Birth, Love, Death—these form the Trinity of life. Men come to grief if

, they fail at any time to see all the three in life, and life in all the three.

i < 0 0 0

Love becomes sentimental and impure when you think of it as giving

pleasure ; and it is honest and pure when the thing gives pain,

; o 0 o

: * i o . - -
The person whosneers at a woman’s love, sneers at his or her own origin.
'''' 0 0% 0 1

Chaétity is equéllly good for men and womeén. But * enforced chastity, in
-any case is a bare-faced lie, whether the enforcement is through the rigours of
custom or the fictions of law, . -

4
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Salutary truths perfectly expressed are suga,r-‘cg-zaf%g? B 16 the mind.

Truth is ever simple and like all simple thmgs dlfﬂeult to formulate ' f
0 0 = ..

Tell a man that he.is a humbug, ten to one he 'Msﬁem&‘é‘s you; tell him
he ig a duffer, twenty to one he will knock you down. LThat will t,each you to
- dispense truth in Allopathic doses.] = o e e =

e 0 o & *ﬁz {_

0 o
The fool who said, ‘Fine words butter no parsmps,
precious httle of buttering and butter

O

0 0 o
Don’t set about building up ‘purely disaterested’ fnendshlps,ﬂ 1i ' Pay asp
well waste time in making bricks without straw R -
o 0 0

At least as much credit has been lost by pe1f01mance Wlﬁbﬁt a?* ‘3’urlsh of

trumpets a&by a flourish of trumpets, vnthout performance. If is ailtogether &
~ queer world !

o o 0
Be yourself; it is more difficult than you imagine; much more so than the
attempt to make yourself virtuous.
' o (o) o i
When an idle rvich man gads about a good deal and has not even the
making of a tolerable schoolmaster, we in this country call him a ‘veteran educa-
tionist-’ Tt is a title' ‘full of sound and fury signifying-——nol;hﬁg’ :

o = o
‘Man does not live on bread alone, but L&tCh-WOldS %m Stevenson — He
should be living now and among us. e :
S % s e =~ B
“Those whom the gods love die young, because they never glowq‘lﬂa
o (o) 0 = =
A trite saying sticks like a burr and serves like a cur. = 3 3
o B o O

£

Many excellent peopfe ‘would give up over—yé‘hthml antics if theyléthoughts
bat weight is not always ridiculous, nor giddiness always elegant.
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. sentimenta.l morbidness.

g

It requires con31demble courage not to hit a fellow when he is down.

" Even too mt _ %‘f a ba.d thmg is bettel than too much of a gooﬁhmg

. "o ) 0
The man who derides an opponent does so at his peril, for the world has &
feelmg that derision is seldom disinterested. : *®
% 0 o (o]
¥ Derision enervates the mind as sulely as scorn braces it up.
. 0 0
» Solgnmty isa ELeclous thing. That is why the solemn humbug thrives.

) o)
iﬁfﬁﬁme a sneaklng fondness for the feller who refused to admit that
two plus two lzla;kesfour unless told to what use the admission was to be put.
) ; 0 O e
he ﬁﬁd’ency to hate a man for his opinions-is the surest symptom_ of 011-
oommg‘ eak-headedness.
e ) 0 . Thgh
A favourite clincher of Southey’s when arguing with young men was

”‘this young man, _you are only seventeen, live to be as old as I am, seventy ; and

- you gv"ﬂ e to think exactly like myself’. An Ourang-outang which lives
much 16 than aman might have told the same thing to Sodthey and with

) ';eg_lra.

: o}
Burke %a,s rec;brded hlS opinion that there is nothmu so hard as the heart

ofa” thoroughbred meta-physician ”, Well, at any rate he doess n'twear it on his

sleeve “ for daws to peck at.’
0- o O
Many proselytisers are thoroughly honest, even as valetudinarians who try
to force down your throat their pst doctors and prescriptions are undoubtedly
sincere. - :

0 0 0
There is a healthy kind of eccentricity which is nature’s provision against

0 o 0
1% is not easy to see how a man who never changas his point of view is any

better than a telescope whose foca,l length never allows of adjustment.

[0 88 o (o] 0
ﬁN%ne!a:r‘& sordeaf as those who refuse to hear; none are so blind as those who
refuse t0"see reason. ;
* e o o

i Bewg.le of pmfessmna.l politicians ; they are parasites, vermin who live on

“the manginess of the body politic.

o *. o 0
% Passion to lead is the last 1nﬁ1m1ty of noble mmds and to be led the first
mﬁrmlty of base ones. ”

.

&,



— 0
People who live to eat, live to do somethmg but they that eat to live, may

yet live t@sfio purpose.

-

o ‘o Q. et
“Invalids have no meércy for invalids”’~~G. K. Chesterton.

0 o 0 :
For oné ﬁarﬂvho can express himself, there are scores who can act; hence

it is that we regard expression as a rarer kind of action. -
=0 o (o) e iy ;

The face is an inconvenient record-dial of body as well as mindﬁf' -3

0 0 0 :
Mind your face, if you will face your man. : ,Q‘

N 0 o
To the impure all things are impure. - Diogenes in @S bgg must have

,i_]leemed the whole world a nasty hole. e

0 o o y 3
Moral as well as physical growth would be gxea,tly accel%atei by ‘more

elbowroom and fewer encumbmnces

0 )
The sickly in body thirst for mental opiates, the best they can have is
flattery and the worst, prurience.  [Is pruuence an opiate ? Bd: Z. C. M]
(6] [¢) A
A man who mistakes the scope of self-control will be pelpetua.ﬂf' askmg

Satan to cast out Satan. -

E 3

4 9 0 > : =
X With income-taxes we discourage wealth; with magnificent State Hospitals

we discourage health; and then we call them remedies for poverty and disease!
=20 0 0 =
There is only one thing more cowardly than to run away from death; it is to
run away from-life.
v o o o
“ An honest God is the noblest work of man”, for man made God in his
own image : :
o) s o)
Remember unction is a literary rather than a lomca.l beauty ;- &tfd‘ more

often than not it sacrifices reason to sentiment.
0 o

The philosopher and the dilettante stand side by snde a;t a far patting of the
ways. They look back, and see the same sight; but mterpret 1b,re§6h in his
own way. Oae finds the big world a stage where life’s a poor pla,yer whe  strats
and stalks his brief hour ; and then he sits down sneering — that is the ﬂxletba.nte.
The other looks steadily before him and remarks that it takes all sorts to make a
world but that life is one and indivisible b"‘SldoS dreadfully in earnest. Then with
distended noshrxls set teeth, he ma.rches forw.zrd —tha,t is the philosopher,
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.+ | EDUCATION IN OLD

s KERALA.

Re——= e ——————2 06—
e [V. T. NARAYANAN.]

Education is perhaps the greatest civilizing force in the world. Kvery
~country which styles itself ‘civilized’ spends a considerable portion of its revenue
on the education of its citizens. The excellence of a government is often estima-
ted on the basis of the proportion of its income expended on education. The craze
: foﬁemcy is simply amazing: it would almost seem that reading and writing were
the primary requirements of humanity. Indeed our modern world would deny
greatness to Akbar and Ranjit Singh and Hyder Ali because, forsooth, they were
illiterate.! Blind world ! not to see that ‘literacy’ and ‘wisdom’ are not necessarily
co-emstent that the former is only a means to the great end namely the cultiva-
tion of the human personality. But almost daily we hear of  primary education’
and the necessity of making it free and compulsory. *Literacy 'looms so large in
the eyes of the world as to seem an end in itself. Tt would not, therefore, be in op-
portune to retrospect on the ideas and ideals that gunided om forefathers in this

absorbingly inter esting matter. @

-

The ultimate end of education is, or must be the preparagion of the individual

_to face suceessfully the great problems of life; and literacy as we understand it

nowadays, the knowledge of reading and writing, is only one among the many
means to thatend. The aim of Man’s existence is not merely eating and drink-
ing and brea,thmv and dying. Human life is not merely to be hired out for a
TeWI;maB of even a few rupees per day. It is the most precious thing on earth: it
L is htge lesg&ﬂaag divine, To appreciate to the fall the real valie of life, we must
try to live-well ZTone of the most difficnlt achievements in the world. If a few
men have becom®& great, and if of these some have become famouns, it is because
they fulfilled the &reat aim of life, i. g, they lived well. This was the ideal which
gulded the Ancient Grreeks in egtabhshggg the famous City States of Greece. The
functlon of edumﬁxon is to eqmp lm-na,mty fcn this achievement.

Such an equipment pxesu’ppﬁses an all round development of the individual's
personality, physical, moral and intellectual. Any system of edneation which
pretends to efficiency must undertale the responsibility of this triple development.
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Our forefathers grasped this great truth long before the modern nations of the

West and acquired a large part of the wisdom and learning which the modern world
is apt to regard as its exclusive possession and discovery. It is, therefore, not sur-
prising to hear that they had devised a system of education admirably suited to the
genius of the people and capable of discharging the three-fold ebligation incum-
bent upon it. This system, usually referred to as ‘“‘gurukulavasa™ consisted in
the scholars living with their preceptor in his lonely dwelling in the dense forest;
serving and waitig upon their teacher with a reverence and attention that would
appear abject idolatry to the modern eye. The ideals of simplicity, self-control, con-
tinence, obedience and service which the life of a student (synonimously, bachelor)
equipped him completely for his future- All distinctions of social life were ignored:
the prince royal had to render to his teacher all the services the poorest and the
humblest of the pupils had to do. This cultivated a certain democratic spirit of
fraternity as the old story of Srikrishna and the poor Brahmin youth Sudama
(better known by his nick-name Kuchela) together going to the forest to collect fire-
wood implies. The scholars served their teachers with love and reverence; md if
their character and services pleased him, he unlocked to them the chambers of wis-
dom. Learning had not yet deteriorated to the low level of a commodity which
the wealthy could buy, but was denied to the poor. The simple life, coupled with
the hard labour to which the student accustomed himself, developed his body
much better than enforced games could have done; and besides cultivating the
purely intellectual part-of his being, his constant association with the austere yet
kindly sage and his pupils taught him the noble virtues of patience and humility,
firmness and fortitude. Such a system gave an opportunity of achieving great-
ness even to the poor and the humble. The self-supporting students spared their
parents much worry and expense and freed the Government from the necessity of
providing for the education of the people. It is pleasing to note that this tradition
of free education is even now maintained by the ancient University of Cairo and has
been adopted by some at least of the universities of America.

But inspite of its manifold advantages, this system of education also decayed
and disappeared—we then hear of the great universities of Nalanda and Taxila
where thousands of youths, Indian as well as foreign, studied the ancient lore of the
land. But for the moment, let us shift our attention from these gradual though
inevitable developments to the much narrower sphere of the system of education
which existed in Kerala until very recent years.

Let us first cast our look at a rural “school ”, as it appeared a few years ago.
That low thatched hut we see before us serves the purpose of & humble house of
learning. Six irregular posts support the roof and rude screens of plaited
palm leaves serve as walls. The rays of the sun peeping through the holes in the
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screen and thé thaﬁﬁching seem to be the natural supervisors sent down from
Heaven to this otherwise neglected shabby room. It was from such humble
~ cottages that ‘Kerala drew her Thunchans and Kunchaans.

We may freely enter the hut: no door obstructs our passage; an opening in
the screen wall serves as the door-way. At thy further end of the room in the dim
light that T’gives ah appearance of solemnity to the place, a middle-aged man is
seated cross-legged on a grass-mat- The formidable cane by his side and the iron
stylus in his hand proclaims him to be the Hzhuthassan (literally, master of
letters). A little tuft of hair tied in small knot over his bald head reminds
you of a small bird perched on a rock. On his forehead the holy symbolic smear
of ashes is visible in three clear bright lines: in the centre of which, just above the
ridge of his formidable nose a large mark of sandal-paste forms an appropriate
back-ground for a super-imposed redsandal mark which proclaims him to be
the devotee of some devi. In spite of his wrinkled brows 'and terrible look his
moath and chin indicate his good temper. With his dark skin and tall lean frame,
thge is something of the scarecrow in him. Round his neck you can seea
_slender gold thread to which is attached a rudraksha. The white and red sandal-
paste marks are prominent on his throat and breast. But his belly, to judge from
its shrinking ba.ck from human gaze, is shy of strangers. No irksome tie to
smother him, no elegant coat to remind him that an awkward movement will
ruffle its smoothness, no genteel shoe to cramp his feet; a loin-cloth reaching
down to his calves is quite sufficient to inspire awe zmd respect in his pupils and
their parents.

Clustered round him you see about a score of pupils of both sexes and ages
ranging from five to sixteen. Close to the entrance half a dozen five-year old child-
ren are seated cross-legged before patches of clean white sand spread in oval sha.pes
We cannot realize how anxious the children are to surpass one another in the qua-
lity of their sand. In the left hand of each child is a palmyra leaf on which the
alphabet is inscribed with iron stylus. One of the senior pupils is directing the
forefinger of the novice’s right hand in its unaccustomed task. The teacher is thus
free to attend to the more advanced students. These have a bundle of palmyra
leaves, from which some of them are reciting sanskrit verses, and some repeating
the multiplication tables. Two or three students are studying a verse from an old
sanskrit book in Devanagari script. One boy is reading . the Ramayana in
the old-fashioned ragas even now in vogue in rural parts. The school
has none. of the modern equipments we are accustomed to think of as
insepa.ra.-ble from a school-room: no pile of books, no slates, no black-board,
no chair, no desk; not even a bench, the students sit cross-legged on small
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palmyrah-leaf-mats which later on are hung on nails driven into the posts: There
is nothing, in short, between the teacher’s cane and the idle beys. There is the
utmost simplicity in all these arrangements. To erect and equip a school was not
a difficult task even for the poorest village. A few days! labour provided the vil-
lage with a school, and even the humblest villager could contribube his mite to the
erection and maintenance of a place of education for his children.. -

The subjects taught varied according to local conditions, the learning
of the teacher and the love of learning among the villagers. Generally, reading,
writing, mental arithmetic, recitation, and singing made up the curriculam for the
primary stage; those who wished for higher learning studied sanskrit poetry and
drama, grammar and dialectics, medicine and astrology. The girls, and often the
- boys, were given lessons in singing and dancing—accomplishments common even
m these days among the older generations of villagers. 'We may be surprised to
hear that persons with sufficient learning and accomplishments to teach these
diverse subjects could be found ameng rustics. But the fact is, that the scholar’s
life was sufficiently honoured and respected, and was not so unremunerative as to
repel those gifted worshippers of learning who were content to follow the maxim
of * plain living and high thinking >. They had full scope for the quiet enjoyment
of the pleasures of life, and enough leisure to devote to learning. The manus-
eript collections belonging to high and ancient families of the neighbourhood were
at his service at all times, and he was welcome to make the best use of thems If
a bachelor, he was entertained at the houses of his pupils on a system of rotation;
if a family man the good villagers supplied him with sufficient corn and other food-
stuffs for his maintenance. Over and above this, he received presents in cash and
clothes on certain specified occasions. One very important occasion; he was sure of
an invitation to dinner from the important families. The rustic scholar’s life was
pleasant though rebired and his status respectable if not illustrious. The wor-
ries of life did not divert his attention or learning into wasteful or undesirable
channels. The village supported him and his family, and profited from his learn-
ing and piety. On évery weontroversial theme, his authority was decisive; he
- guided the ignorant and consoled the beveft. He acted as the village seribe and
arbiter in minor disputes between neighbours. The village was a self-contained
unit which produced as much food, clothing and other commodities as it required;
the maintenance of a scholar and his family was no heavy strain on its resources.
The necessities of life being few and simple, that marcenary spirit which has
disfigured our ‘ civilized* age had not debased the higher impulses of humanity.
Thus the life of the learned recluse was devoted to the uplift of his fellow-beings in
teaching the village children and serving as a model of industry and virtue to the rest.

Bat such a system presupposes the presence of an indepeandent village
community which managed all its internal affairs, as it existed in lndia until
little more than a century ago. The kings and the dynasties change from time to
tite ; foreign invaders dethroned the reigning monarch and occupied his places;
but all these changes passed over the internal organization and government of the
village but lightly = That wonderfui village organization of our ancestors was firm
enough to withstand the rushing tide of Time and the sweeping cohquests of foreign
foes. The village enjoyed complete internal antonomy and the king interfered only
when his interference was sought for by the villagers themselves. Even in legal
affairs, the decision of the village assembly was final and decisive. It is
said that if a king’s officer wanted to enter a village, he had to get the written
premission of the king under the royal sign manual: The king’s power was limited.
to the taking of a fixed proportion of the produce of the land, which the village
otficials chosen by the popular assembly collected from the villagers and handed
over, gznerally in kind, to his representative. In return for this, he was to defend
the village from robbers and invaders, and to maintain peace in the country.
Stor.ng grains at his own expense against famine and drought was also considered
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as the‘ruler’s duty : in some places the ruins of such store-houses are to be found
even in these days -ﬁf-ﬁjﬂ& the accession to power of the East India Company, this
system of village government began to fall to pieces under the unsympathetic
touch of the well-meaning but ignorant foreign rulers. Village industries and
local self-sufficience suffered heavily under the company’s rule, owing perhaps more
to disrupting tendencies of Western civilization than to the direct action of the
government. The heaviest blow to the rural system of education was delivered
when village teachers were prohibited from accepting presents, but were to be
given a fixed monthly salary in cash. The settlement on private persons of lands
that had more or less belonged to the community as a whole created a large number
of landless people, who were reduced to the position of hired labourers The influx
of cheap machine-made commodities dealt a death-blow on village industries.
All this resulted in the general impoverishment of the villager. The result was, the
village schools had to be closed one after the other, especially after the employment of
government trained teachers was insisted upon. A sudden fall in the number
~of ‘illiterates’ and the prevalence of general illiteracy in the country were the
natural results. KEven such a writer as Mr. E. J. Thompson, who, if my memory
does not deceive me, was a jealous supporter and defender of Miss Mayo's Mother
India admits that the cause of rural education suffered heavily under British ad-
ministration when he remarks in his recent Reconstruction of India: “when the
British came there was more literacy, if of a low kind, than until within the last ten
years.” The authority of this writer who is an ardent advocate of Brifish imperia-
lism cannot but be decisive in such a mattér. That a Western writer should con-
sider the old ‘literacy’ as of a ‘low kind’ is not surprising when we consider the
importance attached to the classical language, the slight regard shown to the ma-
terial side of life, and the neglect of the physical sciences under that system. But
the truth cannot be ignored that great scholars and thinkers were produced and
that the mass of the people received more culture-and were more happy, contented,
and self reliant while that system was in vogue than.in our ‘advanced’ days.
Would it be too much to hope that the restoration of village autonomy and the re-
inrtoduction of the village school maintained and controlled by the village itself
with a curriculum of studies more suited to modern conditions might
produce enlightened villagers who could look upon themselves as the proud citizens
of a Free India and yet be content to follow their several avocations in life in their
native villages® trying to follow the lofty ideals of ‘nishkama karma’ expounded in
the Bhagavat-gita? Is it not possible that the restoration of such a system might
succeed in relieving the Government of the unwelcome necessity of procuring the
vast sums of money necessary for establishing compulsory primary education, and
that this system so much suited to the special genius of the people and the peculiar
circumstances of the country might help in the economic and social reconstruction
of India and make her once more the land of learning and wisdom, the mother of
so many illustrious sages that she once was? Will the thinking world spare some
time from its busy life to consider this important problem?

I

[Is the Gurukula system the only one which has produced sages ? Are there not now in
England_. Germany, America, men who think great thoughts, do great things, trying to combat
disease, ignorance, poverty, and every form of evil through scientific study and achievement ?
India, we are fold, was the mother of Rishis and sages. There is no valid reason to suppose she is
past maternity yet, but her next triumphs will have to be in definitely modern conditions, It is
not eagy to believe that life in Ancient India was untouched by evil or human vicissitudes; it is
certainly unlikely that we shall ever go back to that idyllic existemce. Villagers all over India are
trooping into industrial areas and cities in ever-increasing numbers ,--only the dreamer and the
conventional talker thinks of going back to old systems which Time has definitely jettisoned.]
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K. VASUDEVAN NAIR B. A. (OLD BOY)

[Mr Vasudevan Nair complains of the severity of Press Legislation in India. Not all edifors
are hlgh-soulm even ordinarily charitable or honest, A good many are, ignorant and vicious.
Were these left uncontrolled, there would be a great deal of trouble. not only between Government
and the people but between sections of the people. It is & good thing that we excise the poison-
glands of those whose main passion is hatred, Ed.]

Every dawn brings into the world new changes, new ideas and new’
modes of life. In India, these charnges are due more to the contact with the West
than anything else. When four hundred and thirty years ago, the great Moghul
Emperor Akbar gave permission to the famous Trading Company ever after known
as the East India Company, to establish a few trading centres in this country no
one expected that India was destined to pass from commercial relationships to
political, and finally to come under definite English rule.

Fanatics on all sides, extremists of all parties and Lioyalists of the highest
degree, are agreed as to the numerous evils and the very many advantages of
i+ British Rule. And of the benefits one that has come to stay is surely the art and
- study of Journalism. An ‘Art’, I say, for Journalism has now come to be recog-
nised as an essential thing for a country’s progress, and in the hands of high-souled
man, it is as capable of beauty and nobility as Painting and Musie, and of even
greater power.

In India, especially in the North, the newspaper has come to be as force-
ful a factor as the powerful papers of Europe and America. Kminent journalists
we have in India today, but they are handicapped in many ways. It is not all
who can become a Mill or a Morley, but Sri Ramananda Chatterji, Mr. Brelvi, the
late Mr. Kasturi Ranga Aiyangar and Mr. C. Karunakara Menon and a host of
others remind us that Indiais not devoid of powerful writers and noble-minded
journalists. :

In ica, Great Britain, and other civilized countries of the West,
Journalism 1sm&ul force. There the Press sometimes rules the country.
The various political Parties in England and America have their own newspapers
and periodicals known as the “Party Organs”. The opinions voiced by these,
generally weigh with the administration; some of the periodicals are regarded
with dread and fear by even powerful governments. The financial ‘resources,
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enterprise and mechanical perfection of the press in America and Britain are great;
no Indian newspaper can ever compete with them. The very fact that 1500 .

merger the amalgamation of the ‘“Daily News”
the ‘““News Chronicle”—is sufficient to give us an idea of the va.stneS' of the
enterprises.

How does the press in these countries become so powerful and big though
the population there is smaller than in India ?

There is, at the outset, the question of the buying public#o consider.
Long ago, Britain and America banished illiteracy by acts of &hament and
Senate. As the eminent Indian Journalist St. Nihal Singh puts it, “Diffusion of
knowledge and increase of leisure have resulted in the immense demand for news-
paper and periodicals” in the West. But in our country, illiteracy, despite the
multifarious Acts of the Liegislatures has not yet been rooted out. Though com-
pulsory Primary Education has been enforced in more than one province, the
average knowledge and education the Indian ‘gets even today is most distressingly
insufficient. How can we expect the illiterate Indian to show sympathy for the
newspaper and periodical?

Another important factor is the proverbial poverty of the Indian. The
average income of an Indian is only twenty pies per day whereas the average
income of an American is Five Rupees and that of an Englishman Two Rupees
and a quarter (expressed in terms of Indian Currency). Here the newspaper is a
luxury ; 1t is almost a decessity in the average home'of the West. ;

But really even the rich and the well to-do in India care very little for
newspapers. They are not very much interested in public life, and seldom try to
see what is happening outside their homes. This is Indifference, combined with a
huge amount of Selfishness. It is no wonder that India is still under outside
political domination, economic poverty, and social degradation. The average
Indian does not much care whether his country is ruled by Rama or Ravand. Bub
in the West, every citizen insists on his rights and liberties in the State and
evinces great enthusiasm and takes great interest in public affairs. There, every-
one is eager to glance through the Morning Edition of a good Daily, whether he
be a labouter in a mine or factory, a businessman, a statesman, a Cricketeer who
cares more for his runs than for his life. or a student who is hard at his studies:
A good many of our people who do not lack the financial capaé;_xt subscribe for
a journal have not yet overcome the habit of depending upon borre ed or read-
ing-room copy. I am tempted to exclaim : ** Miserliness, thy mame is India !

A journal, whether it is a Daily, Weekly or Monthly, depends entirely on
two factors—its circulation and the advertisements it secures for publication in it.
If the generous public help the journal by subscribing for it, then its cireulation is
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’;& ensured and it can hope to thrive. So also a keen businessman with sufficient
- knowledge of the management and conduct of business will certainly see that his
adverﬁg’ﬁents appear in the most widely circulated and popular papers. Of course
this 1?§.case in the West. But in India the circulation is always poor. And
though in recent years the Indian businessman also has begun to understand the
usefulness of advertising in newspapers and periodicals, it is still far from satisfac-
tory. This also adds to the difficulties of the Indian journalist. Journals owned
and edited by Indians therefore, do not and cannot, for some time to come, possess
circulation in the sense in which it is understood in Britain and the United States.
The advertiéi'ng revenue (necessarily based upon circulation) is, in consequence
also small. Conductors of newspapers and perlodlca.ls in our country are hard pug

to it to keep their journals going. -
And matters come to a crisis, when to add to all these, thexe is the

“ Damocles’ Sword *’ hanging over the heads of the Indian Journahst wW.
stroke of his pen, the Governor General has forced many a rising newspaper to

cease publication. :
‘What wonder, that Indian journalism does not prosper and progress! But

for the patience, perseverance and industry of the able publiscists and shrewd Edi-

tors, the newspaper would have long long ago been a mere watermark in India.

In South India, we can boast of very few good newspaper; “ the Hindu”
of Madras deserves mention. Started as a weekly some fifty-two years ‘ago, it ig
now the biggest, the most popular and the most widely circulated Daily in South
India, with its three editions a day. There are other Indian dailies in the South
but none of them has as yat baen able to stand on its own legs.

The vernacular papers and periodicals in India, especially in the South,
are still in their infancy, thongh certain journals in Bengali, Gujarathi, Hindi
Tamil and Telugu have wide circulation and great publicity. Taking the Malaya-
lam Press into consideration, we at once come to exclaim, “Oh, what a fall Zs there,
my countrymen!”’ Yes, fall there is, and fall there will be, until the so-called jour-
nalist in Kerala is initiated into the mysteries of jouraalism. In Kerala every one
who can write good Malayalam is a journalist. Woe to us if it be the case! Mala~
yalam is curbed, cabined and confined within the narrow limits of British Malabar
and the States of Cochin and Travancore. Naturally we labour under a very seri-
ous disadvantage. If to add to this, people who do not know the A B. C. of jour-
nalism begin to: dit'and publish papers, how can we expect the Malayalam News-
paper to be inc d in the journalistic fraternity? In Travancore there are a few
Dailies. But none of them can be called a good journal. Ia British Malabar we
have a Daily in the Robinson Road Congress organ of Calicut. But can we call
it a journal now? The answer is in the negative. If vern muIa,r journalism

S
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means, filling the columns with Sanscritised Malayalam news in essay form, the
Malayalam newspapers may be included in this category. But good journalism is
different from this ; nay, it lies poles asunder. '

A journalist ought to be noble-minded, public-spirited, able, learned and
impartial. Unfortunately we do not find a single Malayalam journali§é $eday
with these qualities combined. Everyday, newspapers— Weekly, Tri- Weekly ete.,
spring up mush-room-like in Kerala and they evanesce as speedily as they come.
The average citizen looks npon the Malayalmm press with suspicion. A news-
paper must also be fearless. The advent of the Press Ordinance has sent the
Lieader columns of certain papers into s]eép. Those papers are, in ‘the words of
Pops, ‘i Willing to wound, and yet, afraid to strike”, when they think of the
consequences. This is rank hypocracy ! Such time-servers who are nof bold
enough to stand on their own principles, seldom serve the country.

_ * Tt will take years for the Malayalam press to make a firm footing in the
country. Well-trained, able journalists are needed to conduct a good journal, and
phianthropists are required as publishing ‘entreprenuers’. Then alone shall we be
free from our present degrading and distressing conditions. -

In conclusion, it is necessary to deal with the responsibility of the citizen
to the journalistic world. The reading public must see that they do not encourage
trash edited and published to satisfy the vanity of particular individuals. We must
encourage and help only those papers and periodicals which strive to achieve the
noblest goal, to whichever party, it may belong. Every citizen is expected to know
what takes place at least in his own country. It is gratifying to note that the
public at large are taking pains to get first hand information about things. And
there is a chanee, now for all good newspapers. If they take it up with a generous
spirit and noble mind, Glory to Indian Journalism !

Kak
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(B D. NEELAKANTAN NAMBUDRIPAD.)
[A biglittle article,” Mr Nambudripad thinks for himself, a rare thing thege days.]

We are often surprised and pained at the large number of incorrect beliefs
‘avowed by people both in public 4nd in private. Many of them are tolerated if
they happen to be sufficiently striking but when really incorrect beliefs are asserted
. with sincerity we find we cannot pardon them.

Most of these false beliefs are due to a growing tendency to take other
peoples’ views and opinions without questioning their correctness or a validity.
They may have been expressed by a public speaker or popular writer who has
perhaps exaggerated them much in order to sfress a 15&1*ticular point.  The exag-
geration may be excusable in the particular case. DBut these very opinions and
views become obnoxious when asserted with all sincerity and serlousness in
another place and in reference to quite a different matter.

But the unwary in most cases do not stop to-consider the validity 'of such
agsertions. In some cases the origin of the particular view might be an un-
questionable authority; these views are then reaffirmed with fervour; and in many
cases théy become Gospel-fruth once they are found in print. :

WhEther this process of accepting others’ views without examining them
be due sometimes to a kind of modesty which forbids it—on the assumption of
other people to be better informed than ourselves,—or to a pure and complete
absence of thought or interest is not so much to the purpose as that these views
when once asserted add and multiply in power until somebody (more wary and
less susceptible) challenges them and they are shattered.

Another source of such beliefs is the absence of a correct sense - of propor-
tion and the viewing of facts in a distorted perspective. Thus a fact which might
be true in itself might need qualification in the light of other facts or in comparison
with them its truth might not be so urgent. As an example of this, the feeling we
get from a doctor's discourse on the Evils of the Tea-habit may be given. The
opinion is repeated so often and with such added stress that we feel that the tea habit
is the worst of all evils; and that every %hmg:go_uld be perfected in us if only we

.3 e :

& »
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did not take tea ; while temporarily at: weyare led to forget the so many other

. and more potent evils that enervnte“and degenemte us. All the strange fads we
see around us, food fads, faith fa.dst*bclety fa.ds 3r1g‘&a.te thus.

Yet another soutce is due to some who*glorify all past methods and insti-
tutions with exaggerations and incorrect facts. In this they take adva.ntage of
present troubles to decry every thlng new and modern without conmdemhg the
relative quatities and intrinsic necessities of particular periods. Such people forget

' that life goes ever forward, and that a revival of conditions once rejected agwmnsuit-
able seldom happens in human history. The insane loyalty to old things as such
prevents growth and retards the improvent of the present. Such people remind
us often that we had a glorious past without telling us at the same time that it
was an age with conditions quite different from those of the present, Their schemes
of improvement are always singular and weak, for they think of progress as a
resolute movement backward through the ages. Humanity was great only at one
period and will never again be great unless that period is copied again in all things,
All human achievement since that idealised period is silly or mischievous, science,
civilization, society—every human concern in fact. IListen to any speech made in

" India now, read any article in one of our newspapers and you meet this tendency

to sneer.  The attitude is popular, but most unhealthful.

But fortunately God has willed it all otherwise.
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““*A RETROSPECT‘!ON ON
KERALA VIDYA-SALA.

By K. V. AcHUTHA MENON’ (Orp Boy)

Kerala Vidyasala was once the pet name of the present Zamorin’s College.
If I remember right, it was brought into existence in 1878, in"accordance with the
natural law of demand and supply. The young princes, of all the branches of the
Zamorin’s royal family were eager to have English education, but their high status
in the social life of Malabar stood as a hindrance to their joining the few Public
Educational institutions at Calicuat, in the latter part of the 19th century, and to
their mingling freely with all classes of students. They were given only sanskrit
education at homs in accordance with the ancient custom. The necessity of giving
English education to the princes was felt by the then Eralpad Raja of Kizhakke
Kovilagam, several years previous to the birth of Kerala Vidyasala, and he was
good enough te open a private school at Kottakkal and to invite princes and peasants
to avail themselves of the opportunity t- learn English. Some of the princes who
showed proficiency in the study were sent to Madras for higher study. The noble
example set by these pioneer engendered a strong desire in the hearts of all the
princes at Calicut to have English Education, and the desire was conveyed to the
then Zamorin Maharaja. A good opportunity for fulfilling this desire presented
itself in the resignation by Mr. Cecil M- Barrow of his Principalship of the Govern-
ment College, Calicut. This event happened in 1877. 1ln consultation with the
then Collector of Malabar, Mr. M, Liogan, the Zamorin engaged the services of
Mr. Barrow, first as a private tutor to the princes, and then as the Prinéipal of the
Kerala Vidyasala, founded by him, with the willing concurrence of all the branches
of his Kovilagam  Mr. Barrow’s fame as a great educationist had spreéd far and
wide and students from every part of Malabar and Cochin hastened to Calicut to sit
at his feet and get proficiency in English. Many of his former students had been
occupying. high posts in the government service and these lost no opportunity in
dwelling upon his good qualities of head and heart. The Zamorin was wise
enough to entrust the whole internal management of the new college to Mr.
Barrow. He it was who selected teachers to the several classes and the Zamorin,
was ready to approve of his choice. He raised the tone of the college by every
means in his power and threw the Government College into shade by hrilliant
results in the university examinations. The late Justice P. R. Sundara Iyer, Mr.
T. Ramachandra Iyer and others were among his favourite students.
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I had 3t dy in Kerala Vidyasala in those early days. Mg connection
with the mg nin asgstudent in the third elass. My cla%amster was
one Mr. Subm'fnanma._lyei' Saqskrlt was taught in all the classes by an orthodox old

* Pandit, one Venkita Subrammannia Sastri. I remember to have had two teachers
1n succession in the L@We?%‘ourbh Class. The first was one Mr, Chuppu Menon,
the other was one Mr# K. Ramunni Menon. There were two divisions in the
Upper Fourth class. The teicher in the A Disvision was Mr. Dakshinamurthi Iyer
‘who in later years exerted much in&j,&pce in the internal management of the
Zamorin’s palace and of Lha college. The teacher in the B Division was one Mr.
Kuryan, a Kottayam man, who was much patzonlsed by Mr. Barrow, owing to his
ablhty in teaching English. The latter ‘also sympathised with his assistant
as he shared in commomthe impradence in the matter of spending money. To
supplement his income “he allowed Mr:. Xuryan to open a depot for school text-
books, and sbationary, in the upstairs of the'vvestern gate-house Thearticles were
ordered direct from England through Vthe help of the, principal. We were  in the
dark as to the private arrangements between them. In connection with the busi-
ness of the depot, Mr. Kuryan was styled ‘Curator’. Smce the opemnd of the
depot, his attention had been divided between his class and the depot. Even while

- engaged in teaching in the class, students flocked to him ' for sundry avbicles and:
teased him to such an extent that he would run in a fit to his depot leaving the
class alone. In this connection, I lik= o record a conversation batweea the stud‘ents
of his class and himself. “Sir, the Middle school eXaminatio® is very near. - Mr.
Dakshinamurthi Iyer has finished the algebra portion long ago, in his class. We
have not finished a fourth part of the portion, and that too, very indifferently.
What would be our fate in the examination? asked the students. Mr. Kuryan
told them in reply, “you know that—Nair has passed the last Comparative
Examination in the First class, yet he got Cypher in algebra. You can very well
leave-out the subject”. With all this indifference in teaching mathematics he was A
a kiﬂiand sympathetic teacher in all the other subjects:

‘le"ft the institution in 1881, after passing my middle school éexamination,
‘held in December 1880, to join the Government College under the Principalship
of Mr. Morgan who was a strict disciplinarian.. 1 rejoined. the Junior F. A. class
in 1884 after passing the matricalation held in 1883. I shall try to record some
recollectionsg of college life in another article. Liet me finish the incidents which
come uppermeost: in my mind, during the early life of Kerala Vidyasala.
= On@ of the features in the regime of Mr. Barrow was the constant visits of
distinguished persons to the college. These included both European and Indians
officials and the nobility of Kerala. The Principal would gladly welcome all and
conduct them to the classes and cheer them with some interesting talks about the
eccentricities of some students or teachers and also by praising up their special

» ‘ -
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talents. If{ e guest was an Englishman he Wou'ld a.sk‘ )
few lines 'of poetry and get an appreciation from him#

go round every class and enquire about th_g_progre“ss- of t# %kﬁépecxalfy in the
English lessons. He would hold conversabions with Pu@ 81 glish and would

correct the mistakes in pronunciation. "

Mr. Barrow was very courteous to the princes and sympa.thlsed with their
idyosyncrasies. Once the teacher of one of the lower classes instructed a young. K.
budding prince in the mode of salaming” the Principal on his entrance to the
class. He told the prinee to touch the forehead with the #ips of his palm and the
teacher also gave a practical lesson by touching his own fore-head with his palm
and asking the prince to do in the same way. The next day, when the Principal
entered the class-room the young prince ran to him and with a jump touched Mer.
Barrow’s fore-head and returned %o his geat.. The perplexed Principal wanted an
explanation of this strange procedure. The teacher told him of his instruction on
the previous day. The Principal broke h;s sid:es ‘with langhter and lovingly
embraced the prince. I don’t know whether the prlnce in question is still alive
and remembers the eurious incident.

Another event which I remember was the first Prize distribution held in
the durbar hall of the Talli Palace, in 18?’9;.1;{;1@r\f;he distinguished Presidentship
of the Zamorin Maharaja. The Collector of Malabar and some other Europeans
were also present on the occasion. The prize-winners were seated in two rows in
the hall. I remember to have struggled through the ‘crowd to receive my two
prizes—one for the best handwriting in Sanskrit, and the other for General profi«
ciency in the Liower Fourth Class. :

It was a privilege then to mingle freely with the princes of the palace in
the respective classes. But Mr. Barrow, by prescribing a style of dress fitti ng. o
the princes, distinguished them from others. ‘
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THE HARMESS %
PEDRGCOCUE /

%wmwmmwﬂ
(FROM A SPEACH AT A MEETING oF THE CocHIN TEACHERS ASSOGIATION.)
= By M. P. Sivadas Menon, M. A, (Hons.)

'_Mr. Jhairman, Ladies, and Gentlemen,
: “®Up in British Malabar where ! come from there are still those who say that

~ you in Cochin have no hospitality. It is one of those silly incular thingswhich

iunthinking people say-all the world over, and which help in varying degrees and
~ means to perpetuate the Age of Confusion on earth. It seems to me, that if like
me they had been privileged to feel how warm your 'handl-clasp can be, and how
thoughtful you are of the stranger’s needs, they would recant the heresy and hasten
10 pay you the homage which their own ruder conditions owe youn. Some such
- thought at the ba.ck of my mind must ha.ve helped to entice me a second time
across your frontier. Besides T felt that an invitation from you was somethmg in
the nature of a command—an august call from a brotherhood to whlch I ~belong.
The question of worthiness did not arise; it never does, when a soldiei

orders and goes forth to obey.-
When the members of a plofessmn foregather on questions of cﬁmmon
interest, they have naturally to think of who! s owing to them no less than what
they owe to others. Our own profession differs from most others in two important
aspects,—we stress on duties far more thanu ouw (iguus, aiid vhose duties not merely
to the state, but to humanity asa whole. Our demands are seldom a blatant
clamour. We are, emphatically, not a Trades Union tiying to fix a strangle- hold
on their employers, but a body of gentlemen and university men who wish to ma
-a statement ‘of sheer wants the satisfaction of which would alone enable us to gi
the state the best that is in us. We ask for common humanity, and help to do our
work as it should be done. . g
The slogan of education today is Psychology. No system is sound which
does not sufficiently stress the mental science of children. This is just as it should
be: but what of the poor drudge who has the task of playing on that heart- bxeakmg
- instrument? It seems to be generally assumed that his psychology is negligible=
% “it does not much matter whether he ishungry, depressed, or ill,—studying his




tyrants is all he has to do. .The cant example is: “To teach Smith, Algebra, it ‘is
not enough to know Algebra: you must know Smith.” Brown, who knows both
well enough, probably is so overworked and underpaid that he wishes he were
dead to the great detriment of all three—himself, Smith, and Algebra.

Every one knows the expression “ Harmless Pedagogue”. Under its biting
pity is usually concealed & personality in many ways remarkable. The School-
master is generally a highly refined person, quick ia understanding, easily hurb
and easily amenable, loyal by nature and tradition. He has a longing for beautiful
things—a good home, pictures, furniture, music and other modest artistries of life.
What he actually achieves is something incredibly drab, So far from 'getting the
refinements of life, he is often in danger of missing the means of subsistence
How often have these excellent people to pledge cherished thing, or imperil them .-
selves with money-lenders for expenditure which would make all the difference
between life and death for a half-starved wife or sick child! How offen has one
geen a deputation of Kuchelas waiting on managers far a dizzy two-Rupee rise in

salary ! And how much longer should this state of things continue in an age of -

justice and benevolence which thinks for lunatics and jail-birds and worse ? It
18 not for me to formulate a scheme of pay, but I believe that about Rs. 150—200
for High School Teachers and about 75—100 for lower grades would be reagonable
pay. I cannot conceive of an educated man and his family living on less these
~ hard days. The labourer is worthy his hire. ; o= '
= The university has already acknowledged the principle of reduced cla.ss
work for lecturers in colleges. - These gentlemen are supposed to devote the rest
of the working day to research. In second grade colleges at all events these 'ré-_
searches have few thrﬂling results, as they consist mainly of looking through a
book or two of “notes” a few minutes before the “lecture”. As for individual
attention to scholars, it is bound to be largely a frost so long as philanthroplic -
examining bodies release on us every year a- veritable Hun-horde of Tmpossibles.
But the principle itself is undoubtedly sound and has real effect on the quality of
college work. The partial Jaissez faire makes for greater freshness, and in any
~case it is quite right that a respite for self-education should be available whatever
“the use we make of it. My own point is that the High School Teacher would be -
“very much the better in mind and efficiency if a scheme of similar consideration
was extended to him. He usually teaches more subjects than a lecturer, and
~ought to have more hours for preparation. I anrinformed that at present High
School assistants are sometimes worked as many as 28 periods a week, and that
leisure when it comes along is swallowed up in “ extra work ” in" which one has
. to _do some one else’s shift, usually of an absentee. The work of teachrng is far
“mor i"{&tlgumg than the work of a la.wyer or a judge, and has none of their com-"
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~ pensatory satisfactions. And the lower the class the more exacting it is. Hven
a strong man gets faint and dizzy by the end of the day. It is ridiculous and in-
human to expect that men will do their best work in such conditions. We work,
for we have to keep the pot boiling.

And then, too, most often, the School is just a shanty of sorts, unscientifi-
~cally built, with little regard for lighting” and ventilation, and none at all for
accoustics. I know nothing quite so discouraging as to have noisy classes on both
sides of your own with just half a wall or less between you and them. You have
perhaps to do a delicate poen, or develope a fine scientific argument. The efforb
'is a screaming agonv.;éOut of the surrounding babel the mind takes 1efuge in
inner depths ; a soulless clacking tongue is left to do what it can. You talk in a
hypnotised, barrackroom voice which has no meaning and no conviction. No true
teaching is possible where in suitable silence the teacher may not employ the
intimate appeal of low, modulated tones.

Running a school is, in these days, no longer a matter of notoriety
‘Owners and managers should think beyond so narrow an aim as otherwise the_
- really fail to get the greatest good out of their endeavours, and indeed often cause

@ lob of harm all round to themselves, their workers, and the generation coming. :
It is quite time wo got out of pial school traditions, and began to build schools
~and colleges in the very best possiblc manner. The added outlay is well worth
the years ofjincreased efficiency to come. There are at present schools which
have not enough apparatus and not even enough class-rooms; whose grounds are
really a sort of ager publicus where the village cows aad the boys worry along
together, turn and turn about: For the masters, there are often no arrangementg
at all. They are herded together into any room which can be spared. - There are
not enough chairs or tables. Such furniture as exists is usually ricketty or broken
and a crawl with vermin. A#f the lavatory they have to bide their im= and dodge
in and out between the boys. These are small indignities, in themselves bearable,
but the evil is that the boys grow up in j®ereasing contempt of the wretch who
slinks in and out of school thus, in perpetual apology for an unwanted existence.
And the pity is that much of all this is easily avoidable. = ;

I have spoken of fatigue. It affects boys no less than masters. It has
always seemed to me that the present five hours grind in the hottest part of the
day is altogether too great a strain all round, considering our gruelling climate aml
the dubious economics of our daily life. Our own schooldays are not so far off bub
that we remember how unpleasant it was to have to bolt down hot food without
appetite, hurry down a mile or two to school, -and sit for a whole morning in
deliguescent somnolence in a hot €lose class-room. As for work after two, it was
" just night-mare. Here were all the most ideal conditions for the promotion of

-
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? aygpepsia,-and ganeral ill-being, Why ghould such a,d)system continue? I am
absolutely convinced that if the work is reduced by an hour or even two hours and
shifted to the cooler hours of the morning (between seven and eleven) our eduacat-
ed men will live longer than they now do, and be fresher while they live 1 refuse
to believe that the quantity or quality of the work done will be more damaged by
this system than by the progressive degradation of standard which now so fatally
dilutes all instruction givenin schools. In any case the adx@nb&ges far outnumber
the disadvantages of the change. It would promote early rmmg It would make
breakfast at a reasonable hour possﬂ)le and help enjoyment: ﬁassxmllaltlon We
get complete rest after the meal. ‘The quantity of work done is itself not over-
taxing. The boy can play or read at leisure the rest of the day, while the master
gets more fime to check and inspect the day’s work—a matter which is at present:
badly neglected. Also, one may add, " the necessity to attend school early would -
gradually make the boys live in & near and compact area where they would be
better looked after by the school—an advantage which tends to approximate more
and more closely to the residential ideal. Those who live far away from the

" gchool may conceivably feel this a hardship, but after all such boys are few, and

may be trusted tc suit themselves when the rule beecomes universal. - The pro-
posals made by the Health Committee (who recently considered the questiron') :
have this disadvantage tnat the period of rest recommended by them  though
satisfactory in length falls between spells of woik, and the sense of r@lease neces-
gary for rest cannot come easfly. Besides play time gots restuicted,” necessa.rily:
when work of any duration is to be done in the affernoon. A better “solution 3
“would have been the shifting of afternoon work to nmight, but it is hardly p0551b!e i
in India,
There are a greal many other things which challenge ournotice. But they‘
are largely questions of detail, best left to the.committee to consider.. Besides, it
will not do to gramble the whole time. Thereis however one very vital thing
which T should not omit to speak of—I mean the social insignificance of the schoal=
master. We have at present neither the means nor the boldness (neither the tin
nor the brass. if I may say so) to attempt an entry into, public affairs, participation :
in which is absolutely necessary for social consideration. Out of this has come the
very widespread notion that we are in the nature-of things unfit for = public life,.

. The few schoolmasters who got or made the opportunity have completely and
brilliantly belied this monstrous prejudice. - But the préjudice itself continues = I
am amazed when I consider what undrainable ore of knowledge and talent exists
n our schools and colleges unexploited by the State. The knowledge of the past,
and the sense of proportion which it gives, the sanity and moderation of the
disciplined mind, the capacity for aceurate study and strong exposition, the IOyaltfr' *ﬂ
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which comes of temperament and training,—these the schoolmaster generally has
in a pre-eminent degree. When a lawyer makes the common gibe about the
schoolmasters’ lack of the knowledge of life, he probably means nothing more than
‘ignorance of the Penal Code and sharp practice generally ; when he speaks, of his
unfitness for affams, he is merely saying something appallingly conventional. It
is a puzzle to me gghﬁ “we have not gone into this question with vigour long before_
It makes me sad tqt 1ink that so much that is good and strong should be lost to

the Worla. I sin rely . ;heve that the State would be doing itself a service if it
took the trouble to @ out and utilize such talent.” The initiative" will have to be
e theirs. Few of uscan contest an election; few have influence encugh to push
ourselves forward into notice. ~ The state should look for suitable men among us
and by nomination and other encouragements help us to those opportunities for
service that we should have in common with other professions. It has always

geemed to me a scleamlng absurdity that we who belong to one of tbe greatest of % 7

¥ the world’s universities should not have been able to find one of ourselves to- upre-f
sent us in the Madras Legislative Council. _%ﬁ

= : 11
= Thele is another aspect of the problem to consider—are we as a- proﬁessloﬁs'
- as excellent as we might be? I am firmly of opinion that the personuel of most
schools re@es searching change. The recruitment of teachers is at present most
haphazard. ® Often the man 'who finds he cannot do .anything else drifts in un-
willingly, or he is working for a place in some other profession and uses the sehool-
as a half-way house between the univefsity and a career. Or again, perhaps it is
some one who has made up his mind to be a teacher but is physically, mentally or
morally unsuited to the work. It should not be a diffieilt mattor to <weed oub
such types. "We have a right to expect men who koow their own minds and mean
what they say. The owner or manager is largely justfied in deiganding = addition
tq;]ngh class abilities a contractual arrangement for a number of years. This would
effectually prevent strollers and dillettantes from tinkering with children’s minds.
‘While it may be conceded that teachers as a class are quite as good as the
members of any other profession in the matter of information and ideas, I believe
that a good many of them fall short of the high standard one has a right to ei:pe_ct
of a preceptor of youth. Their reading is often quite insufficient; their notions of
outside things hazy ; their knowledge of their own particular subjects inaccurate.
‘What shall we say of a man who in his fear of seeming to be at a loss avers things
he does not know and has not verified, and so passes on wild plunging images of
ignorance into the child’s receptive mind? The man who has no regard for facts
should never be a teacher; he who cannot detect and explain -the law which
connects those facts will never be a fneﬁ tea.chel ¥ ’mve known lecturers in

N
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English who knew nothing of Peter Pan and Eis maker, or had to do Rupert
Brooke and could say nothing of him beyond wha.t & M adrasi annotator, himgelf
ignorant, had contrived by disastrous guesses to state. One explained King Arthur
as saying to Sir Bedivere (apropos of Excalibuz) that the knight wished to “ profit
by the sale proceeds of the sword”! It is easy to multiply such instances. Among
High School teachers things axe much worse. I have known many who did nob
know the meaning of words, and habitually misused such exgressnons as songster,

several, mother country, due to etec., One gentleman could noi!r explain “Shot and
shell” ; another did not know the differénce between a rifle and a revolver j-and yeb
another, largely daring, told his boys that the aero-plane in flight “flaps its wings
like a bird.” It would interest teachers to know that there are always boys who
take the trouble to collect the “howlers” which fall from schoolmaster’s lips.
Why should we make ourselves ridiculous when we- may easily avoid doing so?

When a man makes up his mind to be a schoolmaster and attaches himself
to some good well-standing institution, he should undergo a rigorous course of
‘special study in the subjects he intends to do, and should industriously collect and
store up all the general knowledge he can get hold of. He should be able to face.
& searching examination in both these departments, What good can a course ab
the Training college do to an ignorant man ? He should have somﬂthmg to tea.ch
before he is taught how to teach- I bave always thought that the L. T. course 3
should be restricted to those who have undergone the special stut}iges I gave ﬁinn-
tioned and can pass a stiff pLehmma,ly examination m them. It is absurd that
while other careers insist on long terms of special prepa.La,tlon the freelance still
largely dominates teaching and journalism. Let us make ourselves admirable,—
for so we shall win the confidence of the child and help hun to be admirable hke-
wise.

The teacher should be something of a knight-errant, and no mere hack. He
should try and achieve the ascetic purity and unwavering chivalry of idealism
which characterise the true knight.  He should be high-souled and something ofa
stoic, and should have physical no less than moral prowess, The teacher who is
not athletic is always incomplete, in so far as he lacks what appeals most directly
to youth. I would go further and say that the element of personal appearance i8
of great importance. Every teacher should in his own interest as well as that of
his boys make himself as personable as he can. If through carelessness or defi-
ance or affectation he lets himself be untidy or odd or repulsive he would be set-
ting a pernicious example, in addition to the fact that he would be giving away his
own impressiveness to some extent: The man who is unclean or slipshod ma
himself be harmless, buf should have noplace in the company of youth any morg
than the wme-blbber the loose talker oF loose liver. The man who is peevish or
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gloomy or pessimistic is a positive danger as his influence may permanently warp
a fresh up-springing mind. Yet another type, the pseudo-vedic (if I may so name
it) is enormously popular at present: These men feach the budding flower the
duty of withering away. They call the bright-faced lad from his play and tell him

" about sacrifice and renunciation and other things that puzzle him and unfit him for

life. They perpetuate, for their own glory, all the hypocrisy and cant which clond

‘Indian life. The teacher should be none of these. He should be a man, clean

and wholesome, and should teach his boys also to be men, unashamed of ths life
 God has.given themath@mgh pxofoundlv wishful of ‘miking it better than it is.

And the pity, the mﬁmLe pity of it all is —there is so much to do for the tortured
life of India !—an endless gamub of tasks ranging from washing babies o ruling an
empire! There is much to learn, and much more to forget. There is much $9
sweep away social injustice, and vile customs. and the “age-old superstitions thab
perpetuate them. Our religion has much to answer for,—it is under its sanctions
that much of all this evil exists. It creates a curious dualiby in our mmds, which
'is partly confusion and partly dishonesty. We oftén find men of the most advan-

ced views on general matters bigoted on the ridiculous minutiae of ritual. We.
~ find men professing the broadest democratic principles actively opposing soc’@l

change and compromise. We find, too, men who preach the highest pri”nmpleﬂf

--_;:Y"da,nmc ethics condoning vile indefensible things) in our life. What ingnuity

they s%ovv‘%n raking up and citing for their own purpose, old forgotten texts

- meant for the simpler conditions of another age! I Have always been puzzled by

the justaposition of democracy and the doctrine of Karma in present beliefs And
when I hear one of our publicists whose political opinions are almost communist.ié
talk of reviving ancient Hindu society and religion, I suspect he is talking con-
&entionaliy to please the multitude. One part of him must be hypocritical. I

“cannot understand how in these luminous days we can want to gat ohce again into

primitive conditions. The work we have to do is an enormousecleaning out. To
confuse the issue by unsound thinking or malevolent bigotry is parilonsly to delay
that task. The world’s work is always a matter of blood and sweat;—hymn~
chanting, and procession-making are sensational things which lead nowhere. This
century has not much use for cranks, faddists, or separatist fanatics; it will want

men who are honest and fearless and sane and true. Iiet us prepare such men.

(With acknowledgments to the Cochin Teachers’ Magazine).
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OUrR COMPETITION
PAGE. !

gmma:mmn:amﬂ:ﬂb

In the ‘Expanding Words' Competition, only 4 students sent me lists of
words. One of them apparently has not understood what was meant and simply
wrote out 13 words containing the letter ‘G’, the second word being of 2 letters,
the third of 3 letters and so on. Of the remaining three, 8. Krishna Iyer of
the Junior Intermediate class has given as many as 9 expansions of which “G-
Go—Got—Gout—Tough—Though —Through—Thorough” seems to be the best.
P. S Narayanan of the Sixth Form went as far as ‘Thorough’ quite all right, but
after this he introduced a word ‘Thor—tough’ which is not found in dictionaries
and then proceeded to ‘T'hroughout’. K. Kunhi Krishna Menon of the Junior
Intermediate Class went wrong in the last word which he introduced, his list being

“G—-Go—Log—Long—Along-—Gallon—Galleon—Longeval—Longleave.”
If he had stopped wat ‘Longeval’, the list would®have been quite a good one
Evidently he took ‘Longleave’ to be one word. The prize goes to 8, Krishna Iyer
but I intend glvmg consolation prizes to K. Kunhikrishna Menon and P. S.

Narayanan.

AMUSING PROBLEM,

The following problem-—‘Amusing Problem' it is called by its author—has
been sent to me by Mr. K.V. Vasudeva Iyer, Secretary, Calicut Municipal Teachers’
Union, for insertion in this magazine: —

“If 1 is added to 24, the result becomes a square and if 1 is added to twice
24, the result becomes another square Find 6 numbers like 24.”

He offers 1o give a prize to the sender of the first correct solution examined

by mes The competition is,as usual, open only to the present students of the
college who purchase copies of this issue of the Magazine. The solutions may be

sent in covers addressed to me.

A, V. K. KRISHNA MENON.
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