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The dichotomy of East and West is well-known and the affirination of such
diversity contains many valuable elements of truth although these may be over-
stated and exaggerated in the zeal for effsct. In the West—especially after the
Renaissance and the Reformation and the Ravolution—we have had a shifting
of the centre of interest from things divine to-hings terrestrial. Man has become
the all-absorbing centre of interest to man, In the last century, democracy and
science have pushed humanity yet further away from God. Nationalism and
Imperialism and Industrialism have absorbed what little of energy remained un-
exhausted by democracy and science. The new philosophies reflact the new
temper of the West. The temper of revolt evidenced by atheism and agaosticism
is now in the descendant. But positivism and humanism show how Man seeks to
-confine his vision to the earth and refases to gaze at the stars and peer beyoand
them into the Infinite. Prigmitism shows how he is] content with a staid and
pedestrian view of Truth ani Daty, and does not regard Truth and Baauty and
Goodness asa Unity or acclaim Daty as * the stern daughter of the Voice of God”.

But in this glittering procession of doctrines and theories and of institutions
realising them ia practical life, do we not, even when we hear the dcam—beats of
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Victory, hear also the wail of the agonised human spirit ? Science has achieved
much in the direction of the conquest of the forces of nature- But is nature meant
only to be conquered ? Is there nob a nobler element—that of fellowship and com=
munion with nature? Isthe sea a mere highway of commerce and war? Are the
rivers mere bearers of life to the cereals which form the food of humanity or thg
food of what is the food of humanity? Should the tides be thought of only in
terms of their energy which could be harnessed in the service of Man? Is the
Niagara good only to generate electrical power and to be looked at by jaded tourists
in search of health and sensation peeznnd through hotel-windows between their
sips of coffee or champagne ? The counterpart of science is Yoga. In Yoga the
attempt is to love and enjoy the world by using it to stimulate moods of infros-
pection which lead to the generation of the activity of the finer powers of the soul.
The vast and the high and the sweet and the sublime have spiritual significance
and value and appeal. A forest does not merely collect the toll of rain from rain-
clouds so as to irrigate the deltaic tracts. A forest is the sanctuary of the soul. If
is far better to have an asrama near the Niagara than a hotel or a gambling den.
Tt is far nobler to get into the mood of the hymn in the vale of Chamouni than to
drive a tunnel or to drop bombs from aeroplanes. I do not mean by this that
science is of no value. As Archer says * Science is the Apollo of the modern
world, healer and destroyer in one.” Today it is rather the destroyer than the
healer. »Science is good because Natuare will bestow her secrets of knowledge
only on the seeking and analytical mind. But Yoga is better and must not be
driven out by science. India drove out science and betook herself to Yoga; and
now she has given up both. Europe has driven out Yoga and has betaken herself
to science. A revulsion of spirit may come when she also will cast aside both.
Is that the proper way to approach life? Not at all,

Let me take another illustration: viz. that of democracy. Europe got sick :
of “the right divine of Kings to govern wrong.” The levelling of the Bastille
was a symbol of the downfall of tyranny of all types. Man was born free but
m‘rerywhere he was in chains. Such was Rousseau’s passionate affirmation in his
epoch-making gospel of revolution. Man shook off his chains and became free.
But has Man achieved real freedom ? Has the poet's dream of “ the Parliament
of Man, the Federation of the world” come true? Alas! He wears “ the name of
Freedom graven on a heavier chain.” In some Western countries to day, the State
has taken away all real freedom as a result of its own self-deification. - In some
others, crowned heads were cut away but new tyrants took the place of Kings while
pronouncing the sovereignty of the people and the divinity of the voz populi. The
spitit of man has tried to hew out new roads to freedom in the shape of State socia-
ligin and Syndicalism and Bolshevism and Anarchism. Hach of these a.ttempts has
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been a magnificent failure. The spirit of man is wearying of representative
go_v_rernmént which does nobt represent and responsible government which is not
responsible. Caucuses, newspaper combines of all sorts of potency in manufactur.
ing public opinion, Tammany halls, and what not are sitting on the backs of men
today like the old Man of the Sea, and the grumbling Sindbad does not know how
to get rid of the kicking tyrant on his shoulders. Has democracy come to this?
In India we had sweet praise about the divinity of Kings. We had good Kings
who went unto God and took the people with them unto God, Later on the Kings
became demoniac and fought with each other and oppressed the people and
suppressed Indian democracy. Sri Krishna made a clean sweep of the whole lot.
India has not yet got a clear lead out of the morass, The West too may find her-
self in a sinister state of morass very soon. Her democracy has not been a success,
She does not know how to harmonise monarchical and aristocratic and democratic
elements into a godly and godward leading unity, =~ Will she also stand soon in a
state of helplessness? Is that the way to approach life? Not at all.

Let me take Nationalism. President Wilson well called modern politics
the *‘ savagery of interest . Should the atbituds of nations to one another be only
that described with terrible truthfulness by Tennyson when he says:

“ And the nations do but murmur

Snarling at each other’s heels”?
Should egoism be the sole factor in inter-national relationships? ‘We have heard -
much of late about the mailed fist, scraps of paper, and the white man’s burden.
What a world of cynicism does each of these phrases contain! Hunger for wealth,
hunger for power, hunger for territory,—what emptiness of soul these hungers
imply! Outer slavery has been abolished but the inner self-enslavement of the
soul to passion is more than ever. The offering of human sacrifices on a small
secale to idols made by the hand has cease d. DBut the offering of human sacrifices
on a large, nay, stupendous scale, to idols of the mind has been going on and is
more than ever before. Nationalismn is a noble thing when it is on the defensive
and struggles for the realisation of the national personality by means of wars of
1iberation. “Bat it is an ignoble and soul-killing thing when it is on the offensive
and struggles for the suppression of the p ersonality of other nations by means of
wars of aggression. and domination. India, too, early in her career dallied with
cesmopolitanism before attaining nationalism and is now without true nationalism
and true cosmopolitanism. The West is in grave danger of arriving at such an
impasse soon. Is that the proper way to approach life? Not at all.

Liet me now proceed to take another vital example viz, Indastrialism. Man
passed from nomadism through the pastoral stage to agriculture. It was agricul-
ure that enabled man to have purity and leisure and to pause and reflect on the
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magnitude and magnificence of things. The ploughshare led Man to God! But
he wearied soon of the monotony and simplicity of Agriculture. He rejoiced at
his power to turn the creations of nature into ““ something _rich and strange "—
something finer than themselves. Thus were born the arts and crafts. Bu?
these were related to the village and to agriculture. But soon machinery was
invented. Tiarge scale production began. Man began to be massed in urban
centres and to lose their old kindly natural human touch with and interest in each
other. TFach had to work at an unknown portion of an unknown whole; the joy
of fashioning lovely and finished products disappeared. The new nomadism of
civilisation became more dreadful than the old nomadism of savagery. Subtler
forms of mutual destruction began. Competition, overproduction, gluts, dumping,
craze for markets, grab of colonies, price-cutting wars, and what not began their
silent devastation of the world. India coquefted with agriculture and industry
and is now without a vital hold on either. The West is on a fair way towards
that fatal calm deseribed in the Ancient Mariner, and she Zhas "forgotten agricul-
ture and is tired of her overgrown and strangulating industry. Is that the proper
way to approach life ? Not at all. :

What shall we say of the philosophy of life which is underlying all these
manifestations and which is poisoning modern life at its very source and spring ?
The mechanisation of life, the affirmation of the will-to-power and the worship of
the Superman and the State have led to the great catastrophe of 1914. But they
are all due to a deeper and more fundamental force operating in the recesses of the
soul of modernity. Man has dethroned God and enthroned Himself, It is this
self-idolatry that is the root cause of the evils of to-day, You may call the new
philosophy Positivism or Humanism or Pragmatism or Creative Evolution or
Scientific Monism or anything else. It is nothing but rank Materialism—mere
worship of matter and energy and power, limiting its vision to the earth and
denying the glory of the Unseen and Infinite Divine. Science, unaware of her
limitations or unwilling to recognise them, has fostered this temper of arrogance.
But Science is content with “ the impersonal data of observation and expariment
while religion is concerned with the sublimation of personality., Science when

she is aware of her true mission will reveal the purposiveness of creation. Our
~ aesthetic and moral and spiribual nature must then step in and “add the light thab
never was on sea or land, the consecration and the poet’s dream”, must speak with
the firm voice of “ the stern ddughter of the voice of God ”, and must reveal the
Infinite Divine in everything (Isatasyam Idam Sarvam) In India the higher
mood of religion was dominant. But in course of tims science was sacrifized, and
soon afterwards religion also fell from its high state, though it has cerbainly been
even until this day occupying a surer and higher and nobler footing in ths life of
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man in India than in the West. The West will very soon tire of her materialistic
mood and has no religious joy to fall back upon. Man doomed to be born and to
die does not deserve worship though he deserves service. God has been forgot-
ten. Is this a proper way to approach life ? Not at all.

Thus a new orientatiom of life is necessary in the East as well as in the
‘West—even more in the West than the East. Japan has tried to harmonige the
ideals of the East and of the West and has succeeded only to a small extent. She
is becoming more and more westernised in her soul. Tt is for China and India to
show the world a way out of the tangle. China has been chela of India in the
p st and will be so in the future. India is the real heart of Asia‘and she must
ghow the way to the real goal. She must teach the West how in the words of
Betrand Russell—" to abandon the struggle for private happiness, to expel all
eagerness of femporary desire and to burn with the passion for eternal things -2
-Bhe must learn from the West how fo assimilate the vietories of science and
industry and commerce and how to apply democracy to life. Both must learn
how to combine wisely nationalism and internationalism. To use a happy simile of
Rabindranath Tagore, each must relight its dying lamp at the other’s flame, and
then go down the road of time adding to the world’s festival of light.




¢ =R 53 — =33V ——A——I3

oaacﬂg:!caaoo.

(c1@owlaad)
Be—r——sste——rn—2rcse—n—=5

300000220M)0IRED 20mailgamoz®Ie] 2abscomoaicidste,  @oail
seom 81-00 m'lcoam@gg'l@b S0a1IQPem R@sSlmeom 1930 adloumid
31-0o0- aI1Q)E NN ERYE:WIaHa JGJo HBHIMEOSIVIC1seM. o j@2)@E)E
B0, BSoMIBBEIQo, TdEL0 1I0] Moo Islemocaslemnwo eoanaydio M
o @il 9|8 I0@M BT BINE@HMOD ®l®e2m], EPYOICEIN)TLYEAEWISES
TUMNIERAOD 0 |EBaUIYaS O @oailaamoaieo  mlailal@mansosdaoad
mudPERMI EYDas .

* e e *

aflsomas0aje allgjomitluanaese os nioatlesIoruaIoom  O8:08Me0S
aocdzaiee] ailela) cismonlcd, caomiomeosm alm oilaiojeco #¥la] enid
H0lQ2s Mos)) T28. 1om. 10a0, 21081400 @6nID; oD, aolamloleyo 20w
oo eie29 aslaslwlayo ﬂuo(@@m’lqe@o eailepjowlsyase  cadeaslon
m'\g)amb'hﬂe“, an@1o0 a1eilwe®0aE’ ©dmI2JEmoQe TVINIMO  BBHISEN
ME2M MIUDIVETMISES] T loo crgaeﬂﬂg:\o sm')mﬂg'ﬁgm", on’]cm“l@omo@m
momw ailgjoileCoss’ BVTAYE)jo DMEIEHHMIBMM  TLFEZRETMOSES)
woe’ mamalam 6 01Ql5es m’ oM@l M), ogmMoch 2810080,
oo o)) @0aHBCo HRBS ©F2 10681, EHI62 Klaol as0gjailewmegod
ablomd80 B@ TEIMIBIMo @ailaeBIFseMDUSE, HY Glaaomo @ng)
2900 Ga)OBRINMAD 1LIOVWINBMIHD®, EHaILlo QIJIEWIGHAISMAD il
019018801000 MUOW]HREAM eI A

» P » =*

0NgOSIL]0 @S 2WID] EQEOO03)AI0IEIRIHMOMINDAIDISES. @I
ao@)gm@&?d)wmm’]ﬁb R A LT n_n@o 0] 00 86 G)mgg:]mg___)“ ruAAIMo
&slg22 o m@'\zomWOmo@am@aqﬁ’. O &HILJoEMI 20 @oe;ogﬂemogam%
Meomlanoass “adumoR)oloomlcar aoreses]esln” eseanlee ailgjo
©O0)30008 DA @Sﬂﬂgﬂj&gjo @6n u.,"fzﬂnbocrbﬁgjo #)3100° anclmd
@LRDG0 DHMDIBD, 0’ ailg)o o6l 019 992 1)aw oo agdjowl



2

200 @8dwla{lajoimm 2orvoesEmed aNeIAHMMMSE MIMD TV
2lg). @ad O 9 oNdeom mleimlcinlegjo@asm ailwtavlaamn.
* * 3 e

0f)2J0 eIBI0EmIejo 9.6 MRAD a10QAINd MIw]samomesysslejo, aileay
£00001021810)0 85002 % MDE)E01E® 0190110 | H0MM T’ MENMAURMED
emmoae’, 1928-cb eaveamlod ewwaioss 716 allgpaitlace 20@ca
amewlemss; 1929-cd 751 enwl; 1970-0 amapa oilgjootlaceds) @
@eaow]; meg o0 e@062]0d ey oes 913 allgjo@tlace g, o_ﬂga
olfleg os mon ol ey@laiatto o vls dessmelolsam aigbma) @adla
00 BHAMNWIENT. TVOADIE12a0000RIAIAIDSHEOS BIT o GSORWIGMS0ay
M au8fMo, 63062311000 Eoall 6LIEM20VWITMHM W lase agyom YL TH )
20 a10®do.
: * * * 5

e80628)od Ea@alato DMBISHOASS TLABIMBIMOEEAIdaHe myailaid

EomBWI0a) @noidsaes  eoet)eyjonlcd 1930 ablvoid  5-gote-
msmagﬂg"lroleamg. TUEBIMBIMIMADEe @R ElaiTuemlcd @egace & a1
EIMVeto MUABBIADDAMAje MUallEwatto COEEL@Oe ERHVI®MD ag)m A I0WI
ololgjocd wlyemlmla). @REgaOEIOMO EyTVoME MOWIEIME IIHL) MID
UMYENol 09BVIAIBEGAl WM og)IM 202 MALMAKIERID D
eRyLEBROD 2IBCBGHDAPGS] e, @mlalome WEIAIMlele @Dat
an® ailomg)om 6800 loo N @M ag)iw aio@MTIcd @ejocalseys @RM
weDIBm) ' Da). Ay wlallmonlecdo quigsaIETmRe allnwe @RLOGIY @D
aysaso (Discipiine) agyam allavweomayo mw"lwo"l%a @nEg100 m;qu @) Tvo
Do ED)IZWoMSMBDOTIBAD. @D 0 |SHODHMO WLOOMOTLIBIAIE  ail
welaolaaainadealme] awegaoe agSgo@oamla] oilaiwlay  ay®, esMIW,
EMNIOR QLD 9 BIADOAMBCEE FTYMBESQYo MY laiLosw Iod munloaym !
oy lab)ss» 200 DB 1IOWI MO @VEFA00 DA IHI0 HORAIQ B VYS]
saglailoo molgieasmelelases !

* * % =

800 20NVl HQeS mSmm’lg:ﬂ-@b eaocamleel ailz)omioleco 9#90RY°

0396 WM Bilo MAZIEIW BB AGD A0EWANElaIM@ITS oY N Mlbamd. 2Mle
MSEOM@’ EOAIBSHS DEIMEIOR0  DaIEWINETHMQY0 - 1) 20 H615056MT0
Eoluemo allgjpooitlege welalgesem emomandlgy. pom)eQees ol



ey e

avoe)) a@dGmmmmas@sﬂ rmewe%s’s lommom'lrmJo mm«uom’lgzl ag)MosNs”
@anwleo m"lgomxﬂ.ﬁ,gescq,o ollaidoo ogyom aaieg 0o Gmomqeoo:loa:oqm

®BE S M0as|B)a 1 lWaCHIMEE A3 B I000R06NT DY 20m)e  ag)an
28 @' ales ailgpuldlego esaeio olloyclallclssm’ 10 |0aIBEMEM
@I,  200UlBew WLNOHoel0 @owslRo®] al0og|Sailendnd EITOWS:Me
A I@IWla 0880 D BB ©E1IHLINSS B0 MBECoHR0 D HENSMD gﬂgom'n']‘e,.oo
wolofloledsmemomam. agmmoch 2o@en 20ML)&ResS DsMaiclage alons
2o0lonlmenss. o0l lob 6¢)af mossluss sogmes)ch algjooislecs
VIO MBI @B(Bwr‘gj']%m@m') (0 EbQsS mm’]@ma@mgmaﬂ 200 BQ
5 B0Djow el N0V )0 ssama IéHe, @D O@EECoHG0 20QES Qld80 AMBEaID
OB ©03@006.18290)0 198D H eMmAT eyayoailessanelwlclssm, o@@IWO
e): al'gpoidlesss aydowlezw (ad ¢gorallayzom @ sgjamnicd Goall
®)eeiBle 9 MRIGRINIHSS !

E=0000

em 0T eod: ot 6 01D @ N Ed20NIMAD &M & 195EG Mol
alle s amenyabl ues cicd@memn s,

weoa Wlealod aodde (Bemicomlch): @Inh ool woloowdels
&l9s@gmaicd ollavane &ojaimoans’,

'S 3 = *

Ao Boomo @ohsacmwIcd OBogemaoe 3000 @mg 0 2clay
G IOMMENECD; IBHIAOICH APaine GMINslwicd 10,000 @8 &0Oo.

% o * L

@030 B all§lenigy ©aIRIEM 00 MOW G0 a). AVEg | GilgSATOM: 8w
OAIESTR; @OYGM MOV BSleadIZ) ag)mMEes] aI@oemo?

21800 @RyCc: WE); (E); EIMIEMe MlBECodss @OCIWIL, ag)W]ese GOV}
QIGEHM alglee0lWERd  agymmIoeNs MU e,

#* * ; % *

_28lpow] avscunomomod g6z 1000 8 2 ausleo wlmloasoe 66 TuemI)
sam lmlaese 9y, 268l00w! augsmomlad 11 cudlomilmlaate g



FEte——I e 83
VeIl o 26 al.

FIRE——e——EIE——=FIH

1. Gagnvovyovslmoaysneds @omBomasig, s
OlOl@EM10562IBENI000 @S HIMES e icm.

2. myaigsnImee loh@sale BRILIIEHs S (@GaIR00
280G 6 o ydha 16@ TyYMapAWGDajo.

o ag;ao(q:\m']mmﬂmemogoemo B0 @0
21BMoAll0BHISRM 281X a1RINI 120D,

4. ailg)ooyemmowosjo EomMo aivlano@moo
2smGavlmemandeyo mualjo Elausmmayawo *?

. 8181M%0 BRIV jomIh AIWGABl®TE™O
@600 e aoileowlas amjad 20glac]allso.

6. ggsmrmom@'hnﬂ@eg:\oe;o Wlaiad @8%a%He @ losomISo
alo22s allslodwgs) ¢ a1emoth eI labaslwo.

1. ERORMOAMEL 08T MLty MThse,®! &.a1glso
@emaaiglaslea joao Mamealsalotato.

8. @AmERI00 &OESOMOSE MlgRelo TVIUYTVOMA
2010Om WAL 9joej0 B8 010BM2IHER0?

9, &5880 MLBRMTW o 01001 EIGDeVWITDId
©AMIID BHosailslealoemo @eseg|omaces:loo.

10. eggayale aleIMe @22)0h ¢aI®o IP®IEWVOSRS |0
RUYO 06 O MNECHII]S80 @ |em emoadh0sng el alSo.

aailasm] o@. avl. ag_joimmyod.

R R O
R R e A e e e R R R R R R R KRR

s

PV KAk A3 0 o A XSSO Xk AU Dk e KSR Ak X LSSk SRS

b



g : e | P e 1} =0 245 =111 3

SL_AVE I\/IENTAI_ITY

[l e TP = =111 =86

B¥
V. K. KRISHNA MENON, M. A,
Lecturer, Govt. Brenuen College, Tellicherry.

| Prof, Krishna Menon bas just fmished a remarkabie book cn the Psychology of Laughter and
Tears (with special reference to Comedy and Tragedy) which Messrs, Unwin of London are soon
putlishing, Mr. Menon has critically reviewed the opinions of all the accepted European autho=-
rities on the subject and propounded a strikingly new and original view. The book is sure to come
in for a good deal of notice in Europe and elsewhere. Mr. Krishna Menon has a vigorous, incisive
style, and powers of analysis and reasoning of vbe highest order; varied, deep,and aceurate learning;
@ fresh, ever-open, smprejudiced mind ; and he is astonishingly honest and humble.. These qualities
give his talk and writings a flavour at once rich and erisp and altogether delightful.  Take up any
subject, he always tell you something you did not know or had thought of differently before.
It is a matter of pride to us that he got most of his schooling here and that he was also a lecturer
in the College for a fow years. We wish him and his book all success. Ed.]

Mr. Gandhi, when he denounced the slave-mentality, as he called i, of
India, struck at the root of the trouble which has laid India low; but with the sweet
unreasonableness, which is at times found inseparable from his most inspired
moods, he attributed it to a callous British overlordship and, accordingly dubbed
that Government ‘Satanic’. The epithet, Milton would have felt, was a trifle
inappropriate, for did not that angelic worthy, after whom the epithet is chosen,
risk the terrors of Hell just to abolish thraldom in Heaven? But platform
pyrotechnics excluded, any one could easily realise that the very possibility of a
British rule arose from this slave-mentality; for, it is inconceivable how a small
country like England at the other end of the Hemisphere could otherwise have so
easily subjugated India. To say that the internal dissensions of India helped the
foreign invader is to mistake the accident for the cause, the symptom for the
disease. Internal dissensions were, in fact, one of the marks of a slave mentality
which had begun to corrode India from much earlier times. It is not possible to
fix the exact date of its onset, but one would not be wrong to imagine that it must
be at least a thousand years old; it was there even before the Muhammedans
came in. The most vicious problem of modern Indian politics, alike a source of
annoyance to all classes of politicians—the problem of Hindu-Muslim Unity—in
fact would never have arisen if it had not been so, for but for it, Islam also would
never have gained a footing in India. Mahmud of Ghazni when he invaded India
for the first time, plundered her wealth, and insulted her religion by desecrating
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her temples and breaking her idols, demonstrated the essential rottenness of India
to the encouragement of all other greedy and audacious foreign adventurers.
National pride cannot whitewash this episode and seek refuge in such excuses ag
that India was unprepared or Mahmud was an invincible general. The Muham-
medan marauder came sixteen times or so and proved tha: while he loved
the gold of India, he despised her sons. India was noisy enough like a drum but
likewise quite hollow inside. And this happened at a time when England was
herself a victim to the ambitions of foreign adventurers,

Sia,ve~menta,hty, however, is a disease not peculiar to Iadia bub one to
whiceh all societies are susceptible under cerfain conditions, when they have
attained a certain stage of progress. It comes of exclusiveness and isolation, Al
ancient civilizations were at a disadvantage in this respect and all perished.
In the West, it ruined Hellenism, dissolved the Roman Kmpire, and split the
‘Catholic Church. In Asia it made China stagnant, and enervated .India. Fx-
clusiveness and isolation are desirable, even essential, for a growing society in its
early days, lest it should lose its individuality. But human affairs do not admit of
continued isolation without injury. The protective narrowness soon tends to
warp and wither. The old civilizations were all isolated and self-centered and
none therefore grew beyond a certain stage. They flourished, again, in the middle
of uncivilized neighbours, which only emphasized their exclusiveness all the
more, for contact was necessarily degrading and fatal. Modern societies are
luckier in this respect. They need not remain in isolation any longer than they
would. Science which is the basis of modern civilization provides a common
stock of ideas and adequate facilities for their mutual communication. Seience
has forged links which cannot be easily broken or broken with impunify.

Slave mentality manifests itself in various forms. It is easily and first
seen in religion. The mind infected by this cancer tends to identify religion more
and more with forms and ceremonies. Saints, gods, and miracles multiply and
superstition speads. The adult mind would seem to have grown childish. I%
totters helplessly in the midst of abstract ideas and tries to steady itself on some
-eoncrete misconeeption. It is afraid of adventuring into the unknown regions of
thought and ever looks helplessly backward to the faint glimmer of traditions and
old established customs. At best it makes only a crablike progress. It hesitates
and meanders and when frightened rushes back straight into the holes of
-custom and superstition. This servility and indolence—a paralysing passivity if
you will-—is the prelude to intolerance and fanaticisin. It will nob have its assum=-
ptions questioned and it shows an old man’s senile irritability in the face of
*honest doubt.” The scientific spirit dies. It is a significant fact that continned
progress is a phenomenon of the modern scientific era.



In Literature, slave mentality manifests itsell in a belief in the infallibility
of the old masters. All individuality is crushed as unhealthy change. The
idea of ¢ perfection’ as the sole possession of the ancients’ is firmly adhered
to and ‘imperfect ' attempts are necessarily and naturally discouraged. True
genius is stifled; ingenuity and superficiality, provided they run along traditional and
orthodox lines, are belauded. There is a dissociation between life and literature.
Thought runs on deductive lines and cant flourishes. A reign of formulae super-
sedeg, and literature degenerates into a blind man’s buff between pundits. Philo-
gophy turns round on futile, academic, discussions of irreconcileable subtleties.
Art, if it survives, is concerned only with the trivial and the pretty ; the Grandeur
of life is missed and grandeur in design and outline is impossible of attainment;
while science is just unknown.

These habits of the mind reach on the physical and moral character of the
ﬁeople. Selfishness and a love of luxury determine their general outlook, Lioyalty
and service degenerate into syco phancy and servility. Tyranny is the rule in every
plane of social existence and there is a sure and steady, though sometimes slow,
process of enervation whose full extent could be measured only when a shock comes
from without. .

And thus it was in India when the first Muhammedan onslaught came.
One may even go farther and say that the beginnings of the disease could be
traced as far back as the days of the Lord Buddha. Buddhism was a protest
against the growing evils of Hindu civilization and society. Orthodoxy, however,
firm-planted on a lofty though spiritless intellectualism, could not properly evaluate
the simple-souled greatness of Prince Siddhartha, and the warning had no effec}
except that of closing up its ranks. A sophisticated mind soaked in self-satisfac-
tion failed to find anything in the gospel of right thinking and right service which
the Buddha preached. Hindu India was just blinded by the dazzling glitter of a
cold and uninspiring intellectualism, and it only consolidated its ranks, became more
exclusive and conventional, and steadily grew from bad to worse.

But the Muhammedan conquest, coming as it did at the time, was however-
& blessing in disguise. It no doubt demonstrated the growing weakness of India
but by its very nature helped to keep things alive. Muhammedanism had nothing
superior to offer to the highly intellectualised Hindu. Hindu India was conscious
of this and a sort of supercilious pride, while it did not help to resist the military
might of the invader, certainly helped to keepits culture alive. Hindu India clung
tenaciously to its traditions which could not be easily submerged in the deluge, for
tha population was too numerous to be all comprehended by the sword or the

‘Koran. The resistance which Hindu India offered to the Muhammedan wave was

aainly intellectual, and because of the necessity for this resistance the intellect
remained alive.
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The vitality, thus revealed, was nevertheless of a negative order, and rarely
productive or creative, Sanskrit literature has many noble things in it, but most
of its achievements are of an earlier date. Since the Muhammedan invasion its
record is comparatively poor. It was become aiready ‘ancient’; Hindu society
had outgrown its original conditions, The idea that Sanskrit was the language of
the gods and of religion only increased it ineffactiveness as a stimulus to original
production, It created pundits who conscientiously stood guard over the integrity
of the old collections. Though they helped to promulgate the study of Sanskrit
in the various parts of India, that study was peculiarly barren of results from the
cre:tive point of view. This is clearly shown by the condition of the starving
vernaculars. Sanskrit mothered them in most cases but could not energize them.
Translations were made into the vernaculars, but often in a spirit of patronising
condescension, or when some pious reformer felt the call to bring religion out in a
form that could be understood by the masses. The idea that Sanskrit was the
language of languages, that it was the only language worth study, that it contained
everything that the human spirit could yearn for, was sedulously instilled into the
minds of its students, and any attempt on the part of the vernaculars to stand on
their own legs was ridiculed. Anything, if it happened to be but written in Sanskrit,
was considered to have a dignity of its own which no vernacular could hope to
attain. The canons of Sanskrit criticism were applied with a tyrannical rigour
and it was considered a mark of impenetrable stupidity to question their axiomatie
truth,—none dared o question it, in fact! Inevitably the vernaculars grew up stunted.
If they have begun fo show any vigour, it is only of late years since their contact
with western thought and western culture. A few years ago, in a speech at Colombo,
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu admitted the truth of this with regard to Bengal, and one may
easily believe it is so of all the vernaculars of India. (Those who, flushed with im-
perfectly comprehended modern ideas, advocate the greater importance of the
vernaculars in the academic curricula of today often fail to realise this fact and its
significance, that where Sanskrit failed English has succeeded.)

The revival of the vernaculars is, however not an isolated fact without
significance. It is clear that if isolation and exclusiveness orginate slave-menta-
lity, contact with a powerful and living civilization might revitalize. And fhat is
what has taken place in India to-day. The Fates apparently did not demand that
Hindu culture and civilization should he remembered only in the museums of
the world ; it conld be continued as a living force through the generations. If the
Muslim conquest happened at the right time to enable the dying Hindu society to
revive itself through resistance, the Batish conquast with its inevitable contact
with a powerful and new culture rejuvenated it, —rejuvenated not only Hindu India,
but the rest of India too, for the whole of India in fact had come to a stage where
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this ‘blood transfusion’ alone could ultimately save it. The effect has been
electric. Every aspect of Indian thought and feeling has come to be affected and
modified in tnrn. Western ideas have crept into every nook and corner of
Indian society, old ideas and old traditions are crumbling like rotted plaster.
India knows this, but in her hurry and excitement is necessarily lacking in much
clearness of vision and is apt to throw the blame on an alien intruder, much as a
patient would curse a surgeon’s knife. Like Byron’s Prisoner of Chillon, she sighs
when she is being brought out of prison. The spirit of unrest is nevertheless
strong, and she cannot remain where she was even if she will.

In the meantime, the new sense of freedom and independence finds itself
immediately confronted with the British Domination and it is but natural that all
blame should be ascribed to the foreign overlordship in the first instance. It will
take some fime before the new enthusiasm could be properly restrained and
guided, and till then the country is bound to be swayed to and fro by every agitator
who knows the tricks. But it is a grave mistake to consider the unrest as purely
political. Mr. Gandhi himself has realised this and he has not been content to
work out a scheme of merely political salvation. He would offer a regular scheme
of life, based on simplicity, contentment, and contemplation.

But it is a pity that Mr. Gandhi’s influence is not as profound as it might
have been. Young India accepts his political leadership bit hardly his philoso-
phical. And Mr. Gandhi’s position is thus somewhat anomalous. His personal
popularity is not the popularity of his ideas and ideals, his outlook on life. Modern
India is not the India of old and it cannot give up the sense of the power which it
would possess and which it wants to increase with the help of the sciences of
the West. But it is, nevertheless, utterly fascinated by its leader. This is as it
should be, and Mr. Gandhi's popularity is due to quite other reasons than are
ordinarily supposed. - Mr. Gandhi is a typical representative of the best in Hindu
culture and character.. He is the finest flower on the stalk of Hindu Society.
He embodies ‘the best that Hindu India is capable of to-day, unités in himself
the best and noblest traditions of Hinduism—its weakness and patience and
fortitude, its simplicity and tolerance, its love of logical truth, its philosophical
outlook and other—worldly preoccupation Even his physical condition, one-is
inclined to take as symbolic of the physical condition of the average Hindu,—at
‘any rate the Hindu can understand it withont contempt for its weakness. In
other words, Mr. Gandhi represents Hindu India in its most vital aspect. And
the acknowledgement of his greatness by others appeals to the new born sense of
gelf-respect ; the praise that is given to Mr. Gandhi is felt to be praise bestowed

on India-and the insult that is offered to him as an insult to every Indian singly
and individually,
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“ But Mr. Gandhi is much more than a typical representative of Hindua
India. If he is a type, he is a type modified in th: making by profound western
influences as well, thereby revealing the living adaptability of Hinduism, old as it
ig. Mr. Gandhi, however, does not exhaust the possibilities of a union between
India and the West. It may be that his is a type which is not likely to reappear.
Mr. Gandhi’s personality and character appeal to the imagination of India
but his philosophy has not the same influence. India is not thinking, at the
present moment, of life in general. Sanity, in the Arnoldian sense of seeing life
steadily and seeing it whole, is sadly lacking. India isin a state of ferment and
Mcr. Gandhi is the only clear and tangible thing which young India sées. It sees
the Britisher also; but the two face each other in apparently hostile attitude and

young India naturally ranges itself on the side of the former. They turn to Gandhi
because they can understand him without an effort.

1t is, however, at such a time as this that contact with the West is more
desirable and necessary than ever. The virus of wesfera culture and thought has
been found fo be very useful to rouse India out of her lethargy; but the poison of
slave mentality which brought her low has not been all eliminated. The old in-
tolerance and narrowness is still lurking in odd corners. India has been resting
on her oars ; she has got to realise that humanity nowhere has come to that stage
yet, that there are more things in heaven and earth than are to be found in her
philosophy, and she has her own duty fowards the fulfilment of the needs of
humanity. It is indeed no easy matter to shake off the habit of centuries. India
admires independence and fresdom but has not yet learned to think for herself
She realises sufficiently the sweetness of freedom and would have her own share
of the nectar on earth but she does not realise sufficiently that she cannot have the
substance of it till she has begun to think for herself, =~ The ability to think for
oneself is not a common virtue anywhere in the world, but, as Mathew Arnold has
pointed out on a different occasion, it is not a question of general prevalence or
even a majority ; what is wanted is a sufficiently strong minority. Society is saved
by its minorities. Such a minority has yet to grow and dsvelop in India. Cole-
ridge has in an expressive and felicitous manner described the inability for inde-
pendent thought as ‘ moral imbecility.” True freedom is achieved only through the
conquest of this moral imbecility, This is not an affair of politics alone, A French
- writer has rightly observed that the political formula of liberty has the most
powerful hold on the imagination of people but History has taught us that freedom
in its sweetest, purest, and completest form has existed only where there was
freedom of thought. Tolerance, self respect and strength are the trune marks of
freedom and this comes only of moral and intellectual independence. In this res-

pect the influence of the West is decidedly powerful and it is an influsace, accord-
ingly, which India—and the East—cannot do without for a long time.
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There are some who maintain that the East is spiritual and the West is
material and therefore the former is superior to the latter. This controversy is ab
best silly and turns on a mistaken application of the epithets. All must admit thab
spiritunalism without sincerity is effete. It is also a fact of experience that materi-
alism in the sense of the material prosperity of a country is in no way injurious to
the spiritnal welfare of that community. Savages living in primitive conditions
have very little wealth or prosperity to boast of. They live in conditidns
of comparative simplicity but that has not helped towards their spiritual
enlightenment, In fact where spiritualism has grown, it has done so, only in
societies well-known for their material development as well. The two are not
antagonistic except to those who make them out to be so. The old ecivilizations
flourished as long as they could keep up a living materialism. When the material
conditions of life grew stagnant, their spirituality also decayel. It would be sui.

cidal, then, to cut off the fruitful contact between India and the West at this
juncture.

To the British Statesman the problem in India is all the greater and his
responsibility graver. It is his duty to recognize the change that is affecting India,
to realise that it is deep, that it is as much social and moral as political and that
India in a state of excitement should not be judged too harshly for some of her
only too likely excesses. In short, his is the responsibility of guiding the biggest
and the most complex of human movemants ever recorded in the history of the
world, that of transforming the British Empire and welding it into shape so that
it could easily merge itself into a world-organization of humanity towards which
man since the days of his first coming on this planet has been blindly groping his
way. Between the historian and the politician they have been content to forge
a selfish view of empires and empire making. It is only too easy to read into the
history of human expansion that it was only dictated from motives of greed and
selfishness but it is a profound mistake nevertheless. The consciousness of having
made a mistake is slowly dawning on people and the first expression of that
feeling is the formation of the Lisague of Nations. States and Empirss have to be
considered as more than political units. Convenience no doubt makes us think of
the human anatomy in dead and partite forms but no one would think of a man
as a piece of heart or brain or muscle. Even so it is wrong to think of empires
and states and nations as only political groaps. THver since he appeared on this
planet, man has been struggling against olds anl in organizition he has sought
and found the strength which he singly and alone cannot have. Conditioned as he
was in ignorance, he could achieve only little by liftle but he has been content to
go on, accumulating his results with the patiencs of a miser, instinctively guiding
himself to that organization which would comprehend all his species. He has
failed a hundred times but he would put forth a hundred and ficst effort. All his
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knowledge, and hig energy he is utilising for that purpose. The Empires and

Statos that have been, are only landmarks in the progress of these efforts. The
species found itself scattered abouwt, but the groups collected together and
approached one another like globules of quicksilver. Often they failed to achieve
much. ; often they were turned off in reverse directions; but the end of a
century always saw them nearer their goal, the balance of achievement, however,
little, in their favour. From the city-state to the Lieague of Nations, the progress
of ideas is illustrative of this truth. To-day, then, in this fourth decade of the
twentieth century, we are left with but one Empire in the world. As things have
been, the British Empire also must in its turn give place to a new order of things
but whether the British Ewmpire also is to go the way of the Empires of old, dis-
appearing from the face of the earth like the scattered remnants of a wrecked
ship on the ocean waters, or whether it ultimately is to merge itself into the
consummation of human effort when the time comes, it is now too early to say with
any certainty. 'The best traditions of British genius warrant us however to be
hopeful, for from the first they have shown a genius for construction without
requiring to destroy. Their achievement in conservative statecraft has been
unigue, and if one may do so without flippancy one would remark that it was not
insignificant that the Fates put Britain at the head of an Empire on which the
sun never sefs. : -
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MY DREAM.
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P. K. SREEMANA VIKRAMA RAJA, B. A, B. 1.,

When the Principal of the Zamorin’s College kindly requested me to con-
tribute to the College Magazine I readily agreed without the slightest idea of what
I should write to interest students in these abnormal times. Hosts of subjects
flitted through my mind that night when I tried to sleep. Some were purely
acadamical, others dreadfully antediluvian, and the rest so fashionably heretical as
to procure me a cheap martyrdom. To all these I gave an emphatic no, and in
my attempt to sleep I adopted the practical method of modulating my breaths to
the long drawn snores of servants who were successfully sleeping downstairs.
Gradually I passed into the subconscious state, and I was soon absorbed in the
following happy dream ;—

Puthenkovilakam in Tiruvannur, where my great grand uncle Sir Mana-
vikrama, K. C. S. I, the Zamorin of Calicut, received prominent visitors, presented
a scene of great activity. Servants and attenders, Karyasthans and Nambudiris,
bustled about and whispered in low tones. Mr. Logan was expected at 3 p. M.
by the Zamorin. Punctually at the appointed time our popular Collector entered
the beautifully decorated portico of the Kovilakam, [ was asked by the Zamorin
to receive Mr. Liogan at the gate. The Collector had a genial smile towards all,
and the gate-keepers salaamed out of love and true respect. He cordially shook
hands with me, and I immediately took him to the spacious upstairs hall where
my great grand uncle had just finished listening to Valmiki Ramayana read to him
by a venerable grey-headed Sastri. After the usunal talk about health, weather,
and other kindred subjects the following interesting conversation took place
between the Zamorin and Mr. Logan. I functioned as an interpreter to both.

Mr. Logan :—* When Your Highness founded the Kerala Vidya Sala first
with the intention of giving Iinglish education to young princes like my friend,
the interpreter, and then opened the portals of this institution to all caste
Malayalees you showed the jenmies how well they counld spend their money in
opening similar institutions in other parts of this district.”

Zamorin:—*" By some cause or other, these jenmies have not chosen to
_ follow my lead in this respect, Only the Government and the missionaries dared
to found new Colleges in Malabar.”

Mr, Li:—* The only éxcuse I can find for the jenmies is that they might
have foreseen that more colleges mean more unemployment in these days .
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Z :—" May I take it that like them you also prefer “ignorant unemployed to
e.dueated unemployed ? ”’

Mr. Li:—Your Highness would allow me to say that I want no unemploy-
ment in the counfry ” _

Z :—" Thank you. What is your programme for minimising unemploymenf
in this district 2 ”

Mr. Li:—*1I would like to pool the idle capital of big manas, kovilakams,
aund other jenmi houses, and utilise them in constructive industries to provide work;
for the Malayalees. : e :

Z:—* Your suggestion presupposes various necessary conditions for the
attraction of unusnally shy capital to industrial organisations. In the initiab
stages of all industry in your country as elsewhere, Governments provided ample
protection by way of tariffs and subsidies to. ward. off foreign competition. This,
you know, is the A. B. C.of practical economics. Bafore the capitalists are supe
of such Govemment patronage how can - your programine be popular e ;
jenmies ? . it tegr

Myr. Li:—" Your Highness ham toached .apon a subject - which is bey oud the
control of Collectors. Indusirial magnates arrange the policy for the British
Cabinet, and the Government of India is subordinate o the Home Goverament.

Z: —“Now-I see that the policy of the Government of India is beyond its
control. But whit would you, as a servant of the people, personally do to foster
Indian industries if some advenfurous jenmies start industries in spite of the
economic policy of the Government ? Tiet me pub.-to’ you a conecrete example,
I invite you to open special classes in Kerala Vaidya Sala to enable students to
learn hand-spinning and hand-weaving. Would you participate in such a function;
wear in public the cloth woven by my boys, and ask your “English friends to pur-
chiase such cloth for their use 2 ”

“Mr. Li: =" Personally I am in sympathy with your Highness’s plan. Bu
in these days the Government attaches political significance to Indian hand-wéven
cloth, and I, as a Government official in the " interests of discipline have a cleap
daty of respecting the wishes of my superiors ”

Z:—* English sense of discipline is absolutely necessary for the gwwth of
all organizations Governuient not being excepted- But don’t you think that dis-
cipline is out of place in cases where yoar inner voice rightly prompts you to act
in a particular way, I think that discipline is made for man and not man for
discipline.” : '

Mze. L:—*“If your Highness is more charitable to the officials’ point of wew
there would be common ground for dxscussmn between us-’



Z:—“T do not want to offend you in any way. Let me take up your plan
of industrialising Malabar to provide employment for educated Malayalees. DO
you want to start industries in Malabar not in competition with the industries of
Great Britain ?”’

Mr T :—* Great Britain is able to stand upon her own legs and she is not
afraid of industrial competition from abroad- Your Highness knows that every
country has its own Divine mission to fulfil. All cannot be industrialists in one
line. Some have to produce raw materials and others have to turn these into
finished products: God has made India mainly an agricultural country, and Great
Britain a manufacturing country.  The happiness of the world consists in every
country doing the work ordained by God- I dare say your Highness, being a
staunch Hindu, will appreciate this point of view.

Z:—“1 am sorry you have to rake up the theory of Fatalism to justify
existing state of affairs- It is a myth that staunch Hindus believed in any such
theory: Their theory of Karma is comprehensive enough to allow individual or
national striving for their betterment. Sri Ramachandra never sat idle in the
forest. He strove and got back Sita from Lanka. Today my Sastri read this
portion in the Ramayana. :

Mr. L :—*“If I am not standing between you and your rigorous daily routine
I may be permitted to touch upon one important topic that has been troubling me
all these days. I am sure to succeed if you co-operate with me.”

Z :—* In all good things you may count upon my sincere co-operation.”

Mr. Li: - “These days are witnessing a meaningless upheaval. Both my
Government and the Congress are aspiring to lead India to the full glory of Domi-
pion Status. Our only small difference is as to the pace of constitutional evolu-
tion. When such is the position it is rather a great pity that unwary students .
are made cat’s-paws of by evil minded agitators to foster their nefarious plans.”

Z:—"1 am in perfect agreement with you. Some short-sighted congress-
men are allowing students to join political demonstrations. 1 also hear that agents
provocatenr are at work in distracting students from their studies. 1 wish both
congressmen and Government officials would leave the students free to continue
their work.

Mr. L :—"1 see your Highness is against students’ taking an active part
in the politics of the day.”

Z :—‘“ My ideal of a student is that he should be a true Brahmachari in the
strict sense of the term. His first duty is to illumine his mind and to equip for
the contests after his scholastic life. He must have his eyes and ears open,
He must train himself to think independently. If colleges are green rooms in the
theatre of life and if students are going to be the future citizens of our beloved coun-



ok an

try they must also undergo proper rehearsals. I think the college debating socie-
ties should provide the right type of rehearsals.

Mr, L:—“T wish your Highness write to Mr. Barrow to discountenance
active participation of students in undesirable political demonstrations of the day”.

Z:—"1 wrote to Mr. Barrow last week about my view on ‘‘ Students and
Politics ”. 'What do you say to my view as to students having their own Wa,y in
~dlscussmg political matters in their debating societies ?

Mzr. L :——*“ I may not now give an off hand opinion about your Highness’s
view before consultation with my superiors. Personally I have no objection in
students discussing politics in their clubs. While I was a student in England I
was secretary to my college debating society. In those days I invited Mr. Parnell,
Mr. Gladstone and Mr, Kier Hardie and several other prominent politicians to
‘preside in our clubs on several occasions

I had just finished interpreting Mr. Logan’s last sentence when I was
-suddenly awakened by the loud sounds of pop guns that were fired early in the
aorning of the Thalapoli day in Tiruvannur.

| We bad no idea pop-guns produced u “ Jond " noise. BEL].
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"OUR WARDEN". |
(A SATIRICAL EXTRAVAGANZA)

T e T T T 71T 215 I T

BY
C. P. K. THARAGAN, (Onp Boy)

From the cooks in the kitchen to the airiest fops in their third floor garrets
they talked of nothing else.

“ Did you hear the news ? " —asked head cook Pattabi as he stopped for
a moment the Wo_rk of scraping a cocoanut kernel. His assistant, Seshayya was
stirring the fire over which a huge cauldron of rice boiled and bubbled.

““ Yes ;—Sankaranarayana Iyer told me, “ only this morning »—
“ The poor man !—But which Sankaranarayana Iyer ?

“ The philosophy student .

“Indeed. I wonder why he ‘ crows’ you the way he does! ™

“Well, Mr, Pattabi, don’t talk like a perfect barbarian, You are fond of
your father and mother ; do they erow you? You are fond of your wife and child ;
do they crow you? You like me too after a fashion; do I crow you? Call an
honest thing by an honest name and be a little kind to other people’s feelings .

Pattabi scratched his head with both hands and smiled dubiously.
Seshayya added “ Don't you ape the smart set too much ”—

Rajalu from the N. B.—section peeped in. “ Hallo, did you chaps hear the
news? Our warden”—

“ We were just talking about him when ""—

“ When you came ”’,—Pattabi put in hastily.

Isn't it funny ? I told you he was a queer one some days back, didn’t L2
“You never did "—said Sesha Ayya:

“ Oh then, it was to Moorthy. Look here, Pattabi, I've been mending that
fire a matter of fourteen years by this. I never was seen at it by a warden of this
hostel ; and there were five in my time. Last Tuesday our new warden steps in
at about this time and asks me how things are managed and so forth— all a ruse,
you know ; he’s a deep one. Then I said to Moorthy “if this man’s in his senses
he has insulted me, if he isn’t God help him ! "—
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Moorthy had entered on the meanwhile and joined them unnoticed. He
brandished a pit and spoke in a hearty laughing voice.

“ What do you think he did in our section? Guess! I've known war-
dens who refused again and again to taste onr things on gré.nd feast-days. Also
people like Vythi Iyer who used to order Mor Kolumbu.from the section every
week regular as clock-work. _But this man, beats all! - He came and asked for a
saucerful of onions sambar ! I offered to cook a special dish, if he didn’t mind, and
wanted to taste it exactly as the students get it "—

“You don’t say so!l” exclaimed Pattabi fairly taken off his feet, “Now
1 think of it he gave me too a facer the other day. ‘I am going to reduce the
number of sections to two’ he told me. As you please sir, ‘ One great hand gives
and another great hand takes away says the proverb’- He replied, “ But you
needn’t fear, for we shall retain all really efficient hands.”—

“I call it an insult,” said Seshayya with decision, and he dashed off the
sweat on his forehead with his left forefinger. :

“T didn’t think so then,” Pattabi replied mildly.

“But you're a deep one 00" said Rajalu looking at him admiringly. “ The
provelb you know is not ‘another great hand’ but ‘another little hand’ ta,kes
away —

Pattabi confinued complacently,—“1I said to myself, “ what with their

. godless new-fangled ways and beliefs the country is going to: ”docrs Hitherto ab

least our hostel”—There ! There he is going towards the hostel ! Disperse, dis-
perse, he may want to step in here also!-—"

(&} 8] 0} (0]

In the Hostel Reading Room, a country lad from Malabar, excessively mwA
in dress and manners was spreading himself out to be admired. He was surrounded
by a miscellaneous group of freshers like himself. ?

“Iam in a dilemma, really. What awfal luck! The Principal insists on

‘my wearing a cap; the Warden insists on my not wearing it. Whom ghall I

obey! Of course one can don the cap before the Principal and doff it before the
Warden. But I am amazed at the utter illogicality of it —

“ Really, Ponnaswamy, did the Warden insist ? Probably he was joking”'—*
guggested Sulapani. : '

“Indeed he said it with a smiling face but was quite serious nevertheless.
It seems my head with the cap on looks like Mt. Yeverest in a mist! He asked
me either to remove the cap or relieve its tension by consulting a barber.” —
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“Ha! ha! ha! A Pr. Col. Prof. to quizz a student on his looks! T wonder
what the world is coming to.” I hala friend who worked in the College some
nine years for his degree. He used to grow beard and hair like a cavesman giving
lots of trouble to students and professors alike. Most of the professors were driven
to wear spects. The rest were in a panic—the red eyes he gave were so frequent.
At last in sheer despair they promoted him. Yet, gentleman, in spite of every
thing not one of his professors in all the nine years suggested Sikhs or barbars —
-said Keshava Iver, a fat, drowsy eyed veteran who fraternised with the freshers,
every year, upon principle.

“Why Sikhs?” asked Sulapani.

“Because they wear caps on their beards.”

Gopalroy came in just then, panting “Hush! He's there! In his shirb
sleeves. Our warden.” :

They looked silently into one another’s eyes like Thugs, 5

“He comes like Hamlel without the Prince of Deamark! Shall we follow

and see what he’s about ? 7 continued Gopalroy who evidently had a gasto for the
dramatic. :

4

0 0 0 ) :

Both the electric lights were turned up, and round a table placed in the

middle of the room, four smart young men were seated in careless postures emit-
ting thick puffs of cigarette smoke which curled aud wreathed round their heads.

Peter—The duffer calls me and talks of things he can’t understand. Do I
gsmoke ? How many ? Four packs ? Its too bad. weak constitution, horribly dis-
figuring, fah !—Pass the cig,, Parthasarathy.”—

“What did you reply ? "—-asked Parthasarathy as he did so.

“Jolly well told him a piece of my mind, I b’lieve,”"—he replied between
his teeth while he struck a match. %

“Spout it Pete,” called out Simon.

“Well ; says I,” began Peter puffing luxuriously, “ ‘Thanks awfully though
it does sound funny as you put it, sir. It’s precisely because my- constitution is
weak that I have to take a puff or two and steady it. For weak constitutions like
mine sir, food, solid or liquid, is a distraction, a bore. It spells trouble Nothing
like smoke for us. A cigarette is food that requlres no digestion, drink that re-
quires no moderation, nor rest nor blood expenditure, nor painful and dirty
excretions. Tt is nourishment for the philosopher who cares not for glory in the
flesh. It is the—' There I think he cut me short, Pass the cig.—"

> The,{umes of the fragrant weed

Your constant pal in direst need”—
sang Simon as he handed him the pack.
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“ Now, here’s a funnier yarn, which happened to me,” said Vasu, for the
firgt time taking off the cigarette from between his lips. :

“ Spout it—"" cried Simon.

“ He asks me yesterday the funniest question in the world ;—‘ Are you
religious ? " :

“ Bravo,” said Sims and a couple of them clapped their hands. “ Cairy on,
. Isay.”

“I told him withotit smiling ‘I really don’t know. Must ask dad.” ‘Then
says he ‘I shall catechise you. What do you know about the Dasavatharas ?'"

“Ha! Ha! Ha What did you reply ? "' asked several voices,

“I knew a lot about these things when a kid. Ma was inclined to be
spiritual and that sort of thing. But you know what a rotten memory I have. So
I began to  gass’ nervously, about something which is three in number but only
one for all practical purposes, and of the many that are called and the few chosen..
Do you know what he told me at the end of it all?”

“Well ?” enquired the listeners.

“ Well, he said he had his own doubts. °‘There is nothing like a clear
head in these matters. I have been neglecting your spiritual welfare hitherto.
@God forgive me for it! Religion is the back-bone of morality and morality is the
back-bone of character.’ ”

“ Now, Peter,” began Parthasarathy cautiously, I have a notion. Vasu
had been mixing up things a bit. Any way Dasavatharas can’t be three in member.
They must be at least ten. What do you think ? ”

“Ib’lieve I have heard all this before. It can’t be all Hinduis’in, for I am
sure I have heard it at church. But for the moment I can’t make it out '

“ Damn theology as my dad used to say ! What do you think about this
confounded plan of "— : -

“Hallo! Is your table on fire ? "—a loud cheerful voice enduired from the
verandah. - The party threw away their cigarettes and rose involuntarily. The

crowd behind our warden had already moved past their room. They hastened to
join it,
o ) o 0 o et &

A corner-room on the topmost floor is lighted with an electric table-lamp
over which a green silk-shade has been thrown. A fragile - but pretty-looking
youngster is sitting before the table. His face and everything in the room on a
level with it are immersed in a soft _green effulgence,

The door opens and two friends enter dressed for the hall, i.e.in their

shirts on which each has a towel throw
e n over across his hack and tied like & -
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“ Suku, ain’t you coming ? The bell has struck and hall will be crowded
- soon ” said one of them, Sulapani.

Sukumar stopped writing and turned his pretty face on the callers, * Sif
down please. Sulapani, and so our Warden ? ”

“Yes, peor fellow. He’s going about the rooms now and ther's a crowd
at his back .

“ And are you going to eat?” “ Yes; and you? ”

“ How I envy your indifference. As for myself this news has taken away
my appetite. The poor dear man! Will they dismiss him? And to think the
same fate may overtake anyone of us at any moment! Awfal! Such is man !

“ That Metro-goldwyn Dance is coming off again to night. We shall finish
quickly and call you. Dress up and be ready. The earlier we start the betber ”
said Liakshman who was rather taciturn all along.

“ Yes, friends, even the darkest cloud has a silver lining. The poor man
won’t make a fuss this time about a silly lark. Of course assuming that our
warden is really and truly "—

“ Hamlet without the Prince of Denmark?” said Sulapani as he rose to
‘depart.

“ By the bye, dear Liakshmanan, what is our Kolumbu tonight ? Onions? ”

“No, dont’t you know there’s a change in the menu-list. We get potato now’”

“ Peccato ! my friend, why didn’t you tell me? And peccair ! The spirit
is willing but the flesh is weak. Wait a bit. Potato is my favourite dish and
Onions Sambar is stuff ”.

“ Such is man !’ said Liakshmanan cheerfully, as they prepared to go out
throwing more screens on the lamp.

“ Why don't we organise a hartal and a fast? ~ asked Sukumar as the door
was being bolted.

“Hartal is alright. = But I don’t see the good of fasting ", obsex:ved Sulapani.

“Possibly. ‘‘ More things are wrought by fasting than this world dreams
of 7 as the poet beautifully puts it. Animals have been known to be quite humane
under 1_;_he influence of fasting. A hungry tiger eats grass like a calf. What does
the story of Androcles and the lion teach ? That tale about the thorn in the paw
and gratitude for past service is all bosh. ~Science knows no gratitude. To the
scientific observer, a lion who fasts for a certain period develops an amount of
spirituality which raises the king of beasts to the level of a human being. And the
lion in question should have been as incapable of eating Androcles as he was of
eating the lion. In short if a brute becomes humane by fasting a man becomes
divine by fasting and prayer "—
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“Quick, quick. Shut up and come along. They are approaching aand if
he sees you, the dance has to be given up that's all "—cut in Lakshmanan with
a movement of impatience.

Sukumar frowned- He resumed his discourse. ‘‘ Therefore, if the whole
hostel with its two hundred and thirty souls, will fast and pray a week the warden
will be cured for ever "

By this time our warden and the crowd emerged round the corner,
“ Hurry up, pretend we don’t see” whispered Liakshmanan as they rushed down
the stairs. .

o o o =0 ,,

Balakeshan was a dandy. Like most dandies he was an awful mug too,
though he made a secret of it.

He was combing his hair preparatory to attend hall, while a circle of
admirers looked on and hung upon his every word and action.

“ I say, Bal, last Tuesday the fellow was sitting along with you. What
did talk ?” asked one Visakhant a moustachioed veberan.

“ Rot, for the most part. Like an old bore he asked me how I was getting
on with my preparations—against the exams you know. Please reach me that
brush, Kurup,—thanks” — : :

* You kept quiet ? "—asked Kurup.

“ He didn’t allow me. So I said ‘I don’t get on at all, Siz,”

“ A hint to the wise you know"’—remarked Visakhan.

‘“ But he didn’t take it. Such people can never talk without mentioning
your periods and your preparations. Curse them !” He adjusted a curl and con-
tinued, “ “What about your Chaucer ?’ he asked next. ‘ Well sir, he was a great
poet, a real blooming sort’ I told him.”

“Ha! ha! ha! Good shot,” cried out Rameshan.

Balakeshan went on brushing assiduously. -

“ He has no sense of humour, you know. No crank has. So, he simply
laughed aloud and asked again, ‘ What, about the History of Liangunage ?’ I said
* Well sir, some subjects, are like some men, very queer. (I winked to Madhavan
who was sitting on my left). You think you know them and need expecﬁ no
trouble from that quarter. But they are awful bores, awful bores” —

“ That was damned impertinent” said Kurup gazing with fondness and
admiration.

“ Buat it actually fell flat. Ho congratulated me on my conversational
powers and asked, ‘How about your old English Poetry 2’ I replid, * I raally
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haven't got an idea. That it is old English I know to my cost, lamentably old,
as Sam Weller said to Mr Pickwick when the latter wanted to marry his landlady.
But I am blowed of it’s poetry !’ At this he laughed more than ever and advised
me to read books very carefully especially the Pickwick Papers ”.

He finished his hair, and-turned round to face the company. As he stood
there in the middle of the room stylishly folding his cuffs, our warden appeavel at

the door. '

It was the last room on the topmost floor. The warden hesitated a mo-
ment on the threshold, and smiling entered. The crowd at his back filed in and
formed a'semi-circle in front of him while he came to occupy the spot which
Balakeshan silently vacated.

Some mischief-monger raised a cry. “A speech! A speech!™ It was taken
up by several and a clamour arose in the room.

Our Warden appeared nonplussed. May be he realised only then what wa
-actually passing through their minds. But hie nervousness was momentary and
many of them did not even remark it.

2 “ Dear young men, I have no objection to any one among you with a turn
fox it, addressing this andience, if he wants to. Perhaps this will be the last
‘opportunity for similar diversions at this hour. We mean to institute a system of
regular study periods between eight and ten in the evenings when every member
who is well must be found on his chair in his own room with a book before him
-and the lights burning. As it is you are in these mattérs a littlg too much left to
yourselves. Don’t repeat to me the common cant about the need for liberty and the
age of responsibility. Tiiberty has its limits if responsibility should have meaning ‘s
He ceased and eyed them round. There were indistinct murmurs in the room. Many
voices were whispering. At last above the welter Peter's voice was distinguishable -
and he was gradually plished to the fore. He spoke in the following ¥ein which
was characteristic of him as every one who knows him can asservate:

“It is & piby Mr. Warden, that you see things in such a puritanical light,
From what is being buzzed about we guess we are in for a number of innova-
tions. We don’t ask for any. It is impossible to stand more sermons and speechi-
fications, religious or moral. That’s flat. Put sermons in stones as the wise
ancients used to do; for flesh and blood can’t bear them, Give us no compulsory
reading hours either; for the thing will turn out mere compulsory time
wasting. One man may take two-hundred and thirby horses to water,
but two hundred and thirty men can't make one horse drink- Then, we are
seriously alarmed to hear that our cooks are having an anxious time becaunse
you propose to change the section arrangements. Do with us as you like
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but spare the cooks. It will be hitting us below the belt if they go on strike or if
they cherish a secret spite against us. ‘We have another complaint, especially the

freshers. You are not playing fair by them. You seem to notice things which

won't bear close inspection. ~ Some of us can’t help smoking a pack or two a day,

just to keep brain and belly together. ~Some of us can’t he)p growing our hair,

just to keep the folk at home in good humour though over here even women are

free to bole and shingle if they please. Our personal habits, personal appearances,
personal peccadilloes are our own. I don't say they are sacred and immutable,
I don’t want to be disrespectful: But it makes one damned uncomfortable when

you begin to take notice of them,” .

Here he paused a few seconds for breath (apparently) and continued—*If
however, you tell us to mind our business and obey orders we have but one go as.
far as I can see, for I don’t believe in hartals, nor in fasts which often means
eating food on the sly: and it is this—At the end of the year it was the usual
cusfom in our Annual Reports to refer to your predecessors as ‘our genial and
affable warden ’, and ¢ our indispensable friend, guide and philosopher’, and to
thank them for their more than parental tenderness and solicitude’ and °‘lively
interest in every body’s personal welfare’, Now, if you mean to carry your points
with us, you won’t blame us for a little bit of plainspeaking on next Anniversary
day. ”’

Thus he concluded amid cheers. “ Thank you, Gentlemen,” said our
‘Warden in a conversational manner, “your behaviour ftonight has been most
satisfactory. It ought to make me persist in my policy. Were Peter a student
directly under me, I should be proud of him. But I commend his example to
those of you who are directly under me and are desirous of pleasing me; forI
know here are many such who set about it in the wrong way- As regards the
religious classes, I have reluctantly come to hold the same oPinion as yourselves—
they are impracticable. Unfortunately my own religious strength does not lie in
the teaching line ; and to make professional arrangements  for the benefit of so
many diverse creeds with their sects and schools is enough to make a fanatic des-
pair. So I give it up. But in the matter of kitchen reform. I have to remain
firm. Yours not the question why, yours not the reason. why, you are but to do
and try especially since you never ask the why and wherefore of anything if you
are told that if is a customsor a tradition. If the cooks mutiny, we shall manage
to replace them by an equally efficient batch who will be -S. 8. I.. C. men and
under-graduates ready to sign bonds not to quit unless actually necked out. Your
objection to study periods was very happily illustrated by your brilliant spokesman..
But he has failed to convince me. Donkeys are more obstinate than horses;
nevertheless if you take a hundred donkeys to water especially such as would -



never have found their way to it of their own accord, at least a score of them may
drink. The experiment is worth a trial. Coming to your last complaint, I admit
it is not quite senseless. Till now your mentors concerned themselves entirely
with what they deemed your intellectual shapes and complexions. It was mere
groping in the dark for the most part, hunting for the shadow letting go the sub-
stance. 'We used to shut our eyes to your pallid cheeks, hollow bloodshot eyes,
and stunted bow-like aspects; and concentrated on laborious perpetrations on
paper which often revealed minds attempting to get concealed beneath innumera-
ble stolen words. In short—for you are yawning most offensively—we never
really got at you, and few of us held it even possible. But the difficult thing is
the necessary thing to-day. And members of this hostel will find it more trying
hereafter to satisfy me with a stolen nose than your college teachers with a stolen
essay — Sastry, leave off rubbing your nose ; it is red enough in all conscience.

In conclusion, gentlemen, I admire your frankness in owning up the utber
uselessness of any form of satyagraha. I agree with you about the hartals:
About the annual affair of course you don’t expect me to keep an open mind.
Believe me, whatever I do is for your own good, and if you don’t thank me now,
you will on some future day. and with interest. "

These were his last words to us. How his projected reforms all came to
naught is a well-known story. Many breathed a sigh of relief when that incident
happened. But a few of us sighed to lose a warm and sincere friend.
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- (N. P. DAMoDARAN, ‘Onp Boy’)
I

Have you ever had the pleasure of meeting Kalu? No? Never mind,
She is a good girl ; not very pretty, yet not ugly. She is that sort of a girl whose
beauty you cannot appreciate ab first sight. Perhaps such a variety does not
appeal to you? Sorry. Open your eyes a bit wider. Try to see a little deeper-
There she is in all her brilliance. Please don’t wink. You don’t think, honey is
bad because an uncouth beehive contains ib. Bubt you may say, you prefer an
orange with its pretty outside and sweet inside. I can only tell you, that there
are sweeter things than oranges and most of them are not without ugly rough
outside. Allright. Ialu has a definite character developed with the greatest care
by the application of the most modern methods minus the passion for fashion,
She is only nearing twenty, humble but independent. Only talk with her and you
will listen to the music of one of the neatest flows of simple expressions of the
purest language. She never accepts ideas unwashed in clear reason. You agree
thus far? When you come in contact with her please take care, she is quite
innocent of bewitching smiles and roguish glances. Her heart feels and head
thinks. That is all. Her smile is but a smile in its best sense and she smiles
often.

» 3 -
Well, under these circumstances you won't find fault with me if, after a

reasonable period of close contact, she became the angel of my imagination. I
had read much of love-literature and there were moments, when I was completely
saturated with love. Those occasions to me were full of poetical charm. I often
used to imagine myself within the heart-dancing embraces of my love who, I felt
sure, would .place her large fund of sweet kisses at my disposal. I planned to
make every good use of them in all the good ways that the different films had
already taught me. Unfortunately every film has its * finis.”

The more I thought of Kalu, the more did I love her. I have very good
reason to believe, that it was true love at the time. I began paying more frequent
visits to Vanivilas, which was the known name of her house. The family consisted
of Kalu, her younger sister Bai, their mother and their elder brother Mr. Bhaskar.
All of them were well accomplished. Mr. Bhaskar was my class-mate and a loving
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friend. There was therefore nothing unbecoming in my visiting Vanivilas
frequen}ly. Kalu discussed very many topics with me, even that of love. In all
those discussions, I tried to observe, whether there was anything deeper in them,
I really desired to speak out my heart’s innermost desire. ~But there were certain
rotten social rules. Afraid of appearing insultingly mean in the eyes of others of
the house, I had to shut up, because society forbade freedom of a divine right
being spoken out in public, for she wasg never alone with me.

I hold, society has worked much havoc in the path of true love. The social
system should no more remain an enormous structure of stringent rules forbidding
this of the man and that of the woman.  In the actual fulfillment of life, I never
could see a difference of position between man and woman. An equal distribution
-of privileges between the two, I thought, could never bring any greater harm to
the world. If man has his own rights, woman has her own. The world would
certainly work as it does, if not better, with woman in the office and man in the
Kitchen. Tt is a fact proved times without number that, given the necessary
freedom, woman too can rise up to the occasion and handle any situation that may
confront her. Freedom can never spoil a woman when if can improve a man.
It is the ill use of it that spoils both. - The difference between father and mother
ig not a difference between man and woman. Nor'is it,a difference of capabilities.
For in actual life we come across mothers who are better fathers and vice versa.
The provision of separate courses for woman never sounded wise to my ears.
These ideas, it was, that guided and led me on to whatever I did.

Well, at Vanivilas, where I enjoyed every freedom of movements that any
-one among themselves enjoyed, I made use of every bit of an opportunity to hint
what T aimed at. Kalu’s sister, Bai was always there. ‘Bai too had very civilised
manners though a bit less accomplished than Kalu, At first I thought that I
had a similar feeling towards Bai though not so strong.  Liater the idea seemed
-entirely ridiculous and I felt ashamed of myself. Whenever I spoke to Kalu, I
earnestly endeavoured to discern, whether she had a love already. Her pleasing
-calmness at my shrewd hints and an understanding attitude dlways satisfied me.

Any-way I determined to make a definite declaration to her,
: II
While I was yet revolving in my mind what should be done next, I received

-an invitation from my old friend, Mr. Gopu. It was my long-felt desire to spend

a few days with him in his urban house. I had not seen him sinee his failure in the

-examination. I therefore gladly accepted the invitation and started the next evening.
It was past ten in the night when I reached “ Liove Tmwn ”. I could see

my friend from a distance sitting in his study with the doors open. When I entered

he was evidently immersed in the thrills of some novel. I stepped in and he

-started. For the first few monents we didn’t speak, A while after he said,
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“ Very pleased, you have readily come. I expected you even in the morning. In
fact I felt very lonely. Let us first enjoy a little chat and then think of slgep”

“The very thing I like the best. I didn’t think, I could be able to catch
the morning train. You know, I make very good juse of the small hours of the
morning : It was past 8—30 when I woke up ”, said I pleasantly:

“T see! You haven’t given up your morning doze eh ?” said he with a
smile playing on his familiar face.

“ Not only that. I mean beginning an evening dose too. But the pickett-
ing very much disturbs the jolly atmosphere ", said I with a merry laugh.

“ By the bye, I wanted to tell you something about our Kalu .

“Kalu! Anything serious ? "', I asked with an inward start.

“Why should you be confused ? She had a love, you know. He was the
divine idol in the temple of her heart. Even in her {everish delirinm last year she
kept repeating Raghu, Raghu ”. “ Really ? ”’, I interrupted.

“Yes”, he continued. “ And Raghu too had planned to build his happinesg
on herself alone. But see the tragedy ! He very recently married another girl
That is to say, the whole affair was arranged by his parvents. It was only in the
last moment, he came to know anything about it. He tried fo have nothing to
do with it. But his father had already given word and Raghu was forced fo
depend on his father. ” =

“Then I won’t call it an ideal love ”*, I remarked coldly.

“That is another matter altogether- I know it was ideal on her side.”

We closed for the night. I could not suffer to continue the conversation.
On the pretext of being tired and a 1‘)it too sleepy, I went to bed- Do you think,
I slept ? If you do, you are mistaken. My dreams of a future with Kalu vanished
for cver. It was a decided fact, that I could never love a woman who loved another
man already. But there was relief even with pain.- I remembered Bai. All on a
sudden that old feeling got ablaze. On thinking calmly, I could distinctly realise,
it was even in the baginning true love and that the feelings towards Kalu were only
those of admiration pure and simple. I pictured Bai in my mind in her severaj
positions and moods. Everything connected with her seemed simply charming,
God was merciful. T thanked Him for;the new hope and slept.
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The next day's mail bronght two letters of the same type. One was for my
friend Mr. Gopu and the other was for me. What was my horror when my un-
fortunate eyes read “......... present their best compliments to Mr. Myself on the
occasion of the marriage of their daughter, Sreemathi Davaki Bai with Mr, so and
$o0!......" I managed to conceal my feelings from Mr Gopu who, as I knew later



on his part managed to conceal his knowledge of the whole affair from me. Baj
too gong! Yet friendship compelled both of us to attend her marriage ceremony.
How trying my position was !

Fortunately for me I retained my presence of mind- By the time we
reached Vanivilas, their house, 1 was completely self-possessed. Thank God, I
thought no more of what belonged to'others.

That night at Vanivilas though busy was yet merry, I was presented fo
one of the women relatives of Kalu. She was a widow. After the formal intro-
duction was over, Kanakamal said, “I have already heard a good deal of good
things about you from Kalu, I am very much pleased to have met you. I long
wished tor it *-

. “Thank you. Bat you can avoid a disappointment, if you don’t believe all
the good things spoken about me. You may call it humility. The fact is, itis
_ only the reality ”, said I with very great care.

We exchanged views about society, politics and many other current topics,
Her lofty ideas and reasonable convictions filled me with admiration. I did not
omit to glance often at her during the captivating conversation. She was good |
jooking, even beautiful. Besides she was tastefully dressed and at times a bit shy.
1t secemed to me, there was an art in her movements. She shone. quite fresh.
Though there was something showy in her appearance, she seemed quite sincere.
She should have been nearing thirty at the time.

™ As you know I am something of a social reformer of the revolutionary type.
Widow-marriage ever remained my favourite subject. In this matter, I did not
attach any particalar importance to Brahmins. I saw absolutely nothing
unseemly in marrying a widow. In the question of marriage, I always believed
age didn’t matbter so long as there was love. [ never desired to be husband
keeping a far younger wife. Such a couple, I thought, could never be life-com-

piions in the real sense. When it is a widow moreover, there is ‘greater chance
of being loved.

All' these thoughts forced me to pay a different attention to Kanakamal,
“ What if I marry her,” I thought. There is something philanthropic too in the
divine union with a widow. But did I love her? Oh awfully! this was a case of
love at first sight. There was reason for the love to be truly genuine. Otherwise
I could not have loved a widow of an older age. 'With Bai I thought it was only
a passion, for I could no more think of her as anything other than a sister.

This time I felt morally more courageous.
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: The guests at Vanivilas began leaving batch by batch and on the third day
after the marriage ceremony, Vanivilas got cleared of almost all guests. Only
myself and a few relations remained.

A slight hope has a great value when it dawas after a series of dark dis-
appointments, All-my thoughts were now centred in Kanakamal. At each
thought of her lovely person, my heart danced a peculiar dance to its own rythmic
beats. Meanwhile I eagerly waited for an opportune moment alone with Kanaka-
mal, when I could place my tiny hops at her feat. “If shs blessed it, alright (og
course I found no reason why she should act otherwise).  If she refases, a life of
celebacy.” That was my decision.

God sometimes lifts us up to the heights of onr desires; but at the highest
point, He suddenly loosens his hold and lo! we fall down and to the thorns again!

Well, in the afternoon seated in an easy chair in my room at Vanivilas I
was trying to go through the day’s “ Hindu ” when tea was brought, And who
brought it ? The very charming divinity of my soul, Kanakamal ! I made up' my
mind to make good use of this rare moment. God was again merciful !

“ Just take your tea please ”, said the cordially standing in front of me, her
left shoulder leaning on the door. :

“Thank you. By the way I leave to-morrow ?  said I looking at her fulj
in the face.

I saw a thin cloud of sorrow passing over the lovely moon before me. * It was
enough to hearten me. After all she regretted my departure !

“T too leave, but the day after, " said she seeming a bit sad.

“ Well, before we depart. may I tell you what I was all the while a-thirst to
tell you 7, I asked, well determined to play my part like a man.

“ Please go on. I am all attention”, said she eagerly-

“Then it is this. That is—perhaps yon have already guessed i6? I
ghould very much, very much—Well, I love you™, I gasped ab last satisfied thab
the exact word had ecome out. :

All at once her face changed. It expressed feelings which I never before
understood nor even afterwards, At the time I only méde out that if it was nog
horror, it was certainly not hope. About five silent minutes passed and she
spoke. ‘I am very sorry. I never had the idea that you could entertain a feeling
like this towards m2- I would have considered it very happy, if only I could
reciprocate your feelings. Yet I too love; but another "—

“ Liove another ! " T ejaculated.

“Yes,” she continued. “It was all a tragedy. Now that we have come to
these terms, I don't mind telling you all. In my student life I loved Mr, Bhaskar
of a lower caste. Love knows no caste, you know. He too loved me deeply. Bub
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goon after I was married to an old relation Bhaskar knew, I was innocent and
helpless. He used to console me that our love was not married to anybody, My
unwanted husband died two years ago. We yeb retain our love. Mr. Bhaskar has
got a job and he is now free: Within a month we shall be husband and wife even
against the will of our parents. That is the story in brief,” she finished. I sighed a
gsigh. Heaven knows where it reached! “Excuse me, madam you know, I didn’s
intentionally wound your feelings. Please allow me to wish you a very happy
future,”’ said I chivalrously.

Before she could get time to speak, the postman came with a telegram for
me. It required my immediate presence at home. Bidding a hurried good bye to
all including Kankamal, I started home by the very same evening train. God was
for the third time merciful! I thanked him for the timely telegram.

A%

It was the proElem of my sister’s future that I had to solve when I reached
home. My uncle’s son, Mr. Sekhar had refurned from Penang on two months’
privilege leave. He would marry my sister in case I would marry his sister,
Kamalam in exchange.

Here was something practical. Could I leave it and live on theories. The
peculiar position I was placed in presented a new philosophy of marriage before
me. “Marry and love” was the principle now. Why not ? It was more convenient
and more practical too.

Whatever might be the ascetic view-point, I determined to look apon life
from a practical stand-point. Celebacy was a dry thing. A life without a wife
seemed to me a rose without smell.. In the laboratory of this world, everything
was bub an experimant. I too would try an experiment. Then why not with
marriage ? More-over I didn't like to remain a stumbling block in the way of my
sister’s happiness.

As for Kamalam, she was an ordinary country-girl of a tolerable rustic
beauty. But she was accustomed to blouse and saree. She had nothing to do
with the world outside her home. Xducation was one thing she was quite
innocent of. Yet she knew, that Monday-fast would get her a husband and that
certain other cheap fasts and some presents to her favourate Gods wonld 'take her
to heaven direct. The poor thing fortunately never stopped to connect love with
marriage. If heaven is so generous in receiving us by such cheap observances, I
am sure, it has by this time been overpopulated, though statistics are not yet
availalle.

Well, the marriage day was fixed and on the very same day I married-
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AMUSING PROBLEM.

M. Gopinatha Menon, of the Junior Intermediate Class gets the prize
awarded by Mr. K. V. Vasudeva Iyer for the solution Zof the ‘Amusing Problem ™
contained in the last issue of the. Magazine. Only six students sent in solutions
but it is creditable that all of them were correct. The remaining five students ave ¥

(1) P. Govinda Menon, (J. I.) (2) D. Neelakandhan Namboodiripad, (S.I.)
(3) R. G- Naganathan, (8.1) (4) V.Ruama Iyer, J.1) (5) R. Venketeswaran,(J.I.Y

The numbers are 840, 28560, 970224, 32959080, 1119638520 and
38034750624,

The solution which Mr. K. V. Vasudeva Iyer has sent me is as follows :—

1) 24=T2—52=(74+5) (71—5).

(2) 840=412—292=(41+29) (41—29)

(3) 21560=2392 —169%2=(2394169) (239—169)

(4) 970224=1393"—985%=(1393 4-985) (1393—985)

(5) 32959080=81192—57412=81194-5741) (8119—5741)

(6) 1119638520=473212—334612=(47321+33461) 47321—33461)

(7 380‘:’;4750024 2758072—1950252=(275087+195025) X
(275087—195025)..

For (2) above, multiplying (7+5) or 12 by 3 and adding 5, we get 41
and multiplying (7+3) o 12 by 2 and adding 5, we get 29."
For (3) above, multiplying (41429) or 70 by 3 and adding 29, we get 239
and multiplying (41429) or 70 by 2 and adding 29, we get 169.
For (4) above, multiplying (239+179) or 408 by 3 and adding 169, wet get 1393
and n'nultiplyiﬁ"é‘_ (239-+169) or 408 by 2 and adding 169, we get 985.
For (5) above, multiplying (1393+985) or 2378 by 2 and adding 935, we get 8119
and multiplying (1393 +985) or 2378 by 2 and adding 995, we geb 5741.
For (6) above multiplying (81194-5741) or 13860 by 3 and adding 5741,
we get 47321
and multiplying (8119+5741) or 13860 by 2 and adding 5741,
we get 33461.

For (7) above, multiplying (47321433461) or 80782 by 3 and adding 33461,
we get ‘)75807

and multiplying (47321+33461) or 80782 by 2 and adding 33461,
we get 195025.
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MISSING WORDS.

In the following verse, the missing words have to be supplied. Each word

-consists of the same siz letters.
A—sat n his—grey
Watching the moonbeams —play
On a keg that in the bushes lay,
¢ Thou—the weak, thou—ithe strong ;
The—of great battles to thee may belong,
And the leaves with a—took up the song.

I shall give a prize to the sender of the first correct answer examined by
me. The answers must be sent to me in covers marked. “ Missing Words.”” The
competition is open only to the present students of the College who purchase
copies of this Magazine.

A. V. K. KrisanAa MEXON.

TALISMANS AND CHARMS

For those People to Avoid all Sorts of Misfortunes
and enter the Gates of Successful Life.

RS. AS. = RS. AS.
For Honour, Riches, Liearning For Sncce%s in Trade
and Greatness 7 =% Business ‘?' g o=
For Heulth, Physical StLength For Agricultural P spenty,
ete. 7 8 Farming, Good Crdps, ete.... 7 8
For Power of Eloquence, For Success in Mining
Speeches, ete. o8 Plambago, ete.” =2 1000
For Success in any Under- For Success in Gemming .;.225 0
taking or Litigation, etc... 10 0 Rabbi Solomon’s Special
For Success in Sport, Racing, Talisman for eyery success... 15 0
Games, ete. ... 7 8 Specially va;“gand worn
by'every essful
For Success in Spiritual and Hebrew, anquahty 5% ~2d -0
Religious Life SES 1st quality 30 0
NOTE.— A Money order or G. C. Notes will bring the Talisman to your door.
One Ezxtensive Life Reading Rs. 75, two Rs. 25, three Rs. 30 or more at
a time at Rs. 10 per Reading. Remit with birth date. Always the full
amount should be remitted in advance. NoV.P. P,

Apply to:— 1), A. RAM DUTII, ASTROLOGER,
No. 30 & 55 (z c.) Cheku Street, Colombo, (Ceylon),
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