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6“‘; Thing and Another. b i

(The Editor)

5
‘But oh the heavy change. now

= thou are gone’—

- Nay, start not at this
Valedictory lachrymose strain. He
who is so lamented is
not gone from us. He is but enjoying
a weli-mented rest. Or, to be more
exact, he is resting from labours of
a speciali d kind, only to enlarge
his activities in another direction.
The legislators of Cochin will profit
by what the readers¢&sthe Magazine
will miss.They will miss his trenchant
Comments, his massive sanity and
wise direction. We can only assure
them that we are heartily sorry for

them Itisa pity that we cannot keep'

our light under . a bushel.
The reader - will have guessed

that we are spe,ak'mg of Mr ]oseph_,

to Ium' : =
There followsn' "t:’fhe m\ndxous ;
six  task. of mh‘oducm fﬁ the readg

years past he has blotched many a
poor manuscript with the editorial
red-ink, and knowing that the great
art is the art of blotting, has pruned
the wild luxuriance of juvenile fancy
into shape and beauty. The good
helmsman (we are not ‘speakirig

: metaphortcally) tha,t ‘he i Is, “he has

- Magazine (here comes the metaphor)

through the shoals’ and whirlpools,
etc; etc. But, metaphor apart, he

has given the Magazine a standifé
among publications of the kind,

established a tradition of good will
and marked out a sober and ]udmlous

policy. He has made the path ‘smooth

for his successor. The more hbnour
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one whom the editorial ‘we’ has made
as uncomfortable and

Introductory out of sortas the West
End morning—

suit proposed by a wag would make

Mr. Churchhill’s ‘half clad fakir’ of
India. (The effrontery of the com.
parison, to be sure!) We hold that
there is more virtue and less constr.
- aintin the unpretensious I’. Butthat
is neither here nor there. We have
to introduce ourself as best we can.
And as wiser men have done in like
predicaments, we will, by way of a
feeler, begin to talk about the
weather. Such weather, too! ‘Heigh.
ho, the wind and the rain!’ ‘For the
rain it raineth every day’. sings the

Clown in Twelfth Night:And every
onec of us ‘has sung to the same
showery tune these many days past.
Dripping  umbrellas, drenched
clothes, the College corridors tessel
lated with every variety of soil in
and about Trichur, lecturers like Mr-.
R. N. shouting down the rain; lec
turers like—no matter whom-shouted

“down by the rain, students huddled

e

like sheep to keep themselves warm,_

- such have been the characteristic

o teatures of the season we have lived

~ through. Thank God
las

_And now that the 1ce is broken,

our ‘enfranchised quill gambols
"and curvets with the sense of new.

1t 18 over at

- born  freedom,
Talkmg att Large and lo! goes off
= at a tangent,

defymg uacademlc sobnety, right

- crazy structure: which has grown up

across the seas, and lands us in the
midst of ‘merrie. London’. Merry
London, forsooth! The London of
Spenser, with all the other glories of
‘the spacious days’ of good Queen
Bess, has been long laid to rest. A
new London has grown up in its
place, the London of Big Business,
which with its octopus_like tentacles
holds the bodies and souls of
Englishmen in a fatal embrace. And,
pray, what is this Big Business, for
which political loyalties are set aside,
parties broken up and re-shuffled
like a pack of cards, and for which
no sacrifice is deemed too much?
How isit brougt home to the ‘business
and bosoms of men’? We will quote
G. K’s Weekly somewhatat length: —

“lt is a lie to say that the
monstrous complicated .accumulation
of modern finance is essential to

civilisation, or the social and moral
well-being of ordinary men and

women. It is a stupid lie to say
that without the gambling and swin-
dling of Wall Street and Throg-
mort?n Street the ordinary men and

women of America and England
would be affy worse fed, worse

housed, less happy, less wise or less
good. It isidiotic to say that the

“in the past few generations is in-any

sense whatever indispensable.
like saying that the earth was not

bountiful and that men had no herit-
-age of well-being “ and comfort, art
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‘and laughter, wisdom and sanctity,




unti] the invention of stocks and
shares, debentures and dividends,
company flotations, bucket.shops,
paper money and bankruptcy. The
~ greatest asset, indeed the only asset,
of modern finance is debt, the thing
that makesmen commit suicide. The
whole structure of finance collapses
unless somebody owes something to
somebody else. Itisa gigantic heap
of debt, like a heap of dirt, It is
a heap of debts hoarded until they

have gone bad. Itis now a heap
of bad debts which a little more

bad \(’iebt will send toppling into the
mire’’. :

Strong, certainly, but not far
from the truth! And it is to prop
up this tottering Humbug that the
new ‘National’ Government hasbeen
formed. Mr. Ramsay Macdonald
may talk glibly about ‘saving the
nation’. But for aught his moneyed
masters care, the nation may go to

the dogs and the unemployed may
howl like famished wolves. He is

et up there to do somethmg quite
dif eﬁe&-m ;,saVIng the nation, 1. e.

to save the credit, i. e. to keep up

the parity of the sterling, i.e. to
ensure the undiminished returns of

the financier. For the rest, it isall
~a farrago of mutual compliments

between Messrs. Macdonald and
Baldwin. ‘Tickle me, Toby, and I
will tickle thee’ But there is no
denying the fact that Mr. ~Ramsay

Macdonald has commttted polltlcal

(%)
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suicide. He has cut the plank from
under his feet by disavowing the
party which he gave his life_time to
build up. The bumptious Hender-
son has stepped into his shoes.
Meanwhile the Big Brother and
his quondam associate have frater..
nised on board the S. S. Rajputana:
They have proceeded to London,
and Sir Samuel Hoare, the new
secretary for India, who has learnt
by heart the copy-book maxim that
one must deal with thingsin a rea-
listic spirit, has greeted them with
one of the special smiles he had got
up for the occasion.
dinners, discussions, broad_casting,

manoevres, etc. have followed in
due course. But whether the -ir-
repressible optimism of the sole re-
presentative of the Congress will be
justified by events, the future alone

can decide. One may. well  be

ANKIOUS v\ - sves
- But halt ! What vicious mare’s
trick is this that our quill has played
us ?

Halt! with true editorial garrulity
of things passing great and

forbidden, while academic stazdness _
~—or obscurantism, or what ye@ng

will —constrains us to tread a more
modest course. Recollect, gentle
Reader, that there is n> more dis:

concerting expenence than tqrbe rdn
away with by one’e horse. And if
the horse happens to be a_ pen, that

makes no dliference-

Greetmgs, 2

Here we are, talkmg =
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The Pykara Hydro-Electric Development.

Prof, P. Ramanathan, M. A.

Everyone acknowledges that
the present erais an era ofspeed.
Itisan age of rapid activity and
progress on all hands. The wonder-
ful advances made by science in the
past few generations have revolu
tionised the world. From living the
life of ease and indolence on the
produce which the fruitful earth
may yield, we have accustomed
ourselves to a life of ceaseless stir
and fretful activity. A hectic fever
has seized us all—to economise our
time and make as much as possible
out of the living day. The machine
has displaced the muscle and bone
of man and in a few decades who
knows the world may not be peo-

pled with automatons. Electricity
is the driving force of the wvast
machinery of the world. It is-the

soul of the universe to_day
Westcrn countries owe much
of their material comfort to the
various uses they have made of elec-
tricity. It hasbeen used not only
‘to convert night into day, to cook
the food and warm the soles, to
link different continents into a
f%loser bond, to run the machinery
hich gives us clothing and com-

fort b;ﬁt to cultivate and fertilize the

soil. To a country which in the
main is agricultural, and which is
become manufacturing, infinite are
the possibilities to turn electricity

to advantage, if only sufficient power
could be generated.

A sufficient supply of
electric power may be hoped for
from the waters of streams and rivers
and lakes. These form the principal
source of the generation of electricity
on a very large and commercial
scale. Water_power is considerable
in our country and schemes are afoot
to utilise this power to the utmost.
The example of Canadain develop-
ing hydro-electric schemes has
already been followed in some parts -
of India; and down in the South,
the possibility of generating ele-
ctricity from water was discovered
by the Madras Government and they

are now under way with the Pyk@m
Scheme.

~The Pykara is a smaﬁ fiver

wluch takes its rise in .the Makurti
Peak in the western range of the

Nilgris. It runs its rapid = course
over the hills, now descending in

cataracts, now gliding smoothly over
the valleys until it makes its descent

into - the plains of Mysore. Since
it is a perennial stream, its potency

cheap




PYKARA WATER-FALLS

GLEN MORGAN POWER-HOUSE

(Photo by P. Ramanatlan)
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to generate electricity was surveyed
a few years ago, and it was agreed
that it could easily supply the
Districts of the Nilgris and Coimba-
tore with' sufficient power. The
Madras
to work, and at Glen Morgan, mid-
way to the summit of the Nilgiris,
the Works were established.

The censtruction is now in full
progress and by April of next year
it may be completed. The Pykara
river is intercepted in its course
about'two milés to the south_west

of Glen Morgan, by a dam, and the

-

water is diverted into a channel.

After running for over a mile and a
half, the channel enters into a huge
reservoir, where the water is® col-
lected.
voir is from the west. On the
eastern side a similar channel dis-
gorges its water, which has been
diverted from the Glen - \/Iorgan

stream, to the south-east. of “the
place. A large volume of water

therefore is collected in the reservoir.

From here large pipes, such as could
comfortably accommodate a huge
family, take the water to the edge of
the hill. Thereafter smaller pipes

conduct the water over a decline of

4000 ft. down the slopes of the hill
to the foot, where is situate the

Power-House. This place is called
Singara, and is on: the borders of
the Mysore State. In its downward

Government thereupon set .

The entrance to the reser-

‘the illustration.

course through the pipes, the water
gains in energy, and when it enters
the turbines (large revolving wheels),
it has a head of the entire slope of

the hill. These turbines possess
vanes or paddles (boat-shaped

spokes) and when the water passes
through them, electricity 1s gener-

ated. It is immediately stored in
huge batteries, and transmitted to
the outside world over wire:

Such is the outline of  the conu
struction. On a much " Smaller

scale, to help them in the ' progress
of their work, the Glen Morgan

scheme was undertaken some years
ago, and it is now in operation. ‘It

supplies current to the Works, the
estates near by, and to the munici-

palities of Ootacamund and Coonoor.
Power again has been taken from

the Pykara river whlch has been
diverted inte a reservoir to the west -
of the present = construction spot.

From the reservoir the water is led
through pipes laid out over a steep

decline of about 300 feet. Tt ulti.
mately Treaches the Power_House
which is situate near the fa.mous
Falls, the resort of tourists and plea-
sure-seekers.  The Power-House
with the installation is reproduced in
This is called the
Glen Morgan Power-House, and it
is from this that one infers the vast.
ness of the other scheme and - ﬂ:s

“potency for good = i el
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On Getting up.

(Mr. M. G.Nilakantan, M. A.)

You, reader, have done it once
at least during the last twenty hours.
Nay, don’t change colour, bless you,
nor look so guilty over it. You have
not committed murder, Heaven for.
bid; nor have you been detected
with your hand in the jam pot. All
that we mean is, that you have got
up from your sleep once at least
during the last twenty hours; and
that is a thing, Heaven knows, you
cannot help doing. Youmight forget
to take your season ticket, and un_
grudgingly pay the excessfare at the
terminus. You might even forget to
have your dinner—in fact, many do,
making a virtue of necessity—buf you
simply cannot forget to get up.
Early or late is quite a  different
matter. As Sir Toby says, ‘To be
up after midnight and to go to bed
then is early; so that to go to bed
after midnight is to go to bed betimes ;
and that applies to getting up too,
mutalis mutandis. Where and how
you get up, too, does not concern us.
You might go to sleep at Frode and

get up to hear the the ‘tap—tap’ ofa
ticket-collector at Basin Bridge. You

might go to bed on the thirty_first of

December and get up on the New

Year’s Morn to find that a year has

stealthily stepped over you, while

you slept. If it were April and if you

were in England assome poet sang,

you might get up and

See—some morning unaware,

That the lowest boughs and the brush-
wood sheaf

Round the elm-tree bole are in tiny leaf,

While the chaffinch sings on the orchard

bough

In England—now!

Again, you might go to bed in this

world and getup in the next. Heigh-

ho! we have pulled ourselves up just

in time, for we were drifting into

realms ‘where angels fear to tread’.

You know my friend, Joe. Well,
he gets up every morning from the
gutter, helped out by some obliging
policeman. You know he is not quite
for prohibition and all that cant
He isn't sober unless when he is
drunk and that seldom happens—he
is simply drowned. All that we can
vouch for him .is, that he at least

gets up from where he went to bed.

His conception of Paradise is that
itis a place where all gas pipes,
water pipes, petrol pumps—in fact,

_every inch of metal—tubing in the
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street that you can lay your hand
upon—even the telegraph and the
tram posts, are full of liquor. He is a
man of wit, is Joe, and that commo-
dity in him comes out in the form of
anecdotes when the wine is in. His
best one is that he was lying in the
gutter one night half unconscious,
when a pig came and nestled close
up to him. A passer—by observing
the strange couple smiled, and said,
‘Every one is known by the com-
pany he keeps’. And just fancy, as
Joe says. the beast strode out of the
gutter with an offended air. You are
no doubt wondering, gentle reader,
what all this talk about Joe has to do
with getting up. But you forget that
we got up on our wrong side
today and hence our mood is none
too pleasant and our strain none
too relevant, for that fool of a boy of
ours made 'oin‘ shaving water
too hot. =

Talking of shavmg there is
Hassan, the barber in the Arabian
Nights Tales. He wished to be the
Caliph for a day and his wish was
overheard by the Caliph himself who
fulfilled it the next day in such a
wonderful way that it is not found
anywhere out of the‘Arabian Nights'.
So Hassan bossed it over for a whole
day, and when, the next morning,
his poor wife woke him up in his
own lowly cottage, he belaboured
her with blows for addressing him
as Hassan instead of ‘Sultan Haroun

Al Raschid—Most Faithful ,etc: And
a poet chappie woke up one fine
morning and found himself famous.

Your humble servant, too, once tried
the experiment and groped about to
feel Fame. But you know what a
slippery eel she iz. He felt instead the
bed—posts.

A constitutional indolence, a
similarity of temperament.in fact,
everything except a termagent wife-

has” made Rip Van Winkle our

favorite character in fiction. For

twenty years, our hero defied the
necessity of getting up,and we have
always imagined him as turning
round on hisside once a year and
then quaffing off a flagon of that stuff
which bewitched him with as much
relish as you and | would sip a
delicious cup of steaming bed-colfee.

And if we had our way, we would
emulate our hero by ngratmg to the
Polar regions and enjoying half the
year in delicious slumber, till 2 faint
glimpse of the sun on the horizon
tells us that the earth has finshed
half her revolution and that itis time
to get up.

There are heroes and heroes—
some who defy the necessity of get.-
ting up by going into an eternal
sleep; others who do it by never
going to sleep at all. Sleep, saysan
American Professor, is a luxury
and you can cancel that off your
routine as easily as you can drop a




week_end picnic. And four Oxford
undergraduates actually tried it on
the eve of their exam. For ninety-
six hours at a stretch they kept their
eyes open, but by the end of that
period their thinking apparatus,
which lay-men prefer to call brains,
was in such a state that they began
to repeat their logarithm tables. We
would advise our readers too to try
it. If they can manage it before
they sit for a paper in Mathematics,
so much the better; for then they can
do without their Clarke’s Tables.

Lots of things have been writ.
ten about getting on in the world,
but precious little about getting up.
If we remember aright, only Lamb
seems to have attempted anything of
the sort and he, poor chap, bungled
over the whole affair. To get up
with the lark! Ridiculous! That
would have been good enough for
our ancestors who went to bed with

the lamb, but we, with our balls, our
- theatres and our exams, we never
think of returning to bed till the first
. streaks of Aurora’s spears begin to

‘gﬁafhe east. Let those who will,
_prate gbout{ theT harvest of gold they

o e

garner in the sunrise. We are content
to bathe ourselves in the argentine
effulgence of the midnight. That
talk of drawing inspiration from the
lark is all bosh, every word of it.
We draw ours from the smoke of the
midnight oil and also of a cigarette.
Give usa silent room, a rocking
chair, a packet of ‘fags’ and a time-
piece indicating two—it is hard if
we do not start some game on any
wild heath. ldeas seem to dance
and skip about your head like mis-
chievous elves as you complacently
watch with half—closzed eyes the
smoke of your cigarette curling up to

the ceiling like the incense at some

oriental shrine.Ours are the diamonds
that twinkle against a foil of azure

blue, ours that Kohinoor they call
the moon, the silence of the mid-

night is ours, ours, too, the melodies
of the nightingales. We do not

want that naughty lark to wake us

up from our bed just when we are
secking it—that Big Ben on the
mantel_shelf will see to it. We are
not children of the Dawn—we are
children of the twentieth century and
of the ten o’ clock.

e
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The Native States:

THE PROBLEM FOR POLITICIANS.
(E M. Sankaran Nambudiripad-1l1 U. )

This short article is not inten-
ded either as a study of the legal
and constitutional status of the five
hundred and odd states that go to
constitute the so—called ‘Indian
India’ or as a forecast of what their
position in the future Indian polity
will be.  What the writer here at-
tempts is simply to state what pri-
vileges are being enjoyed, or rather,
to speak correctly, what hardships
are being undergone, by one-third
of the population of India, the
nation that is struggling to be free.

The subjects of Cochin and
Travancore, two of the most enlight-
ened of Native States (I must here
add that, though, to us, much is to

s reformed here, the autocracy of
these two states is, comparatively
speaking—and comparatively only
'3 benevolent despotism’) cannot
‘realise in full the significance of the
the agitation of'the Native States’
sabjects. In spite of the fact that
the form of the Legislative Councils
now obtaining here is really farcical,

it 13 a source of consolation that

there is at least the freedom of
‘heckling’ the officers of His High-
ness the Maharaja. When we take

into consideration that, out of the

total number of the states, only
about half a-dozen have, for legis-

lative purposes, representative as-

semblies, we are struck with the
seriousness of the j roblem. In some,
there are legislative committees,
constituted by a few officers of the
Ruler himself plus some non-officials
either nominated by the Ruler or
elected from bodies having no direct
touch with the people
official members, it should be re-
membered, are almost always given
seate only in such number as not to
constitute the majority. Even whers
there is a majority of non-officials,
the Ruler has the power of veto or
over—ruling Barring these ‘hon-
ourakle exceptions’, in more than
half the number of the states, the
sweet will of the Ruler i3 supreme in
legislative, judicial
matters.

There is some
excuse it is, surely—for the non-parti-
cipation of the people in adminis-

executive and

excuse—lame

These non- -

tration if there is sufficient freedom

of speech and writing

is quite absent from the Native

States. To quote an order in the
“State Gazette’ of Nawanagar
State, “All are hereby

informed

But this too
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that no person, association or
gathering should address a public
meeting, in political matters, without
the permission of the Political
Secretary, which should be secured
in advance. Further, no political
meeting should be held. Those who
would act otherwise would be legally
proceeded against.”” This, it should
be noted, is the rule rather than the
exception. As regards the Press, it
does not exist in most of the states.
Even where the publication of news-
papers is allowed, a stringent Press
Regulation protects both the officers
and the Ruler himself. British
~ Indian newspapers wherein criticism
of the Native States is published are
proscribed there; and there is the
Princes’ Protection Act to proceed
against British Indian publicists who
publish such matters.

Thus secured against the criti-
cism of the people both from the
Press and Platform, the Princes go
~ on vigorously carrying on the ex-
ploitation of the couniry’s resources.
The mischiefs doné by the Rulers of
Indore, Patiala and Kashmir (of
whom the latter is notorious as “Mr.
A”) are too recent and well-known
for mention here. It is to the ‘so—
called’ enlightened rulers that we
should turn our attention, so that, if

we find them also imitating their
- notorious brother-rulers, we can

come to the conclusion that there is
no escaping from such maladministr-
ation,

The Maharaja of Bikaner, in
his Assembly address. waxes elo-
quent on “’For the Ruler of a State
to have a fixed and well-defined
Privy Purse and a clear dividing
line between his personal ex-
penditure, and that of the State’.
He emphasises this as one of the
general principles of his government
and considers it as one of the seven
points ‘‘well worthy of being the
watchwords of internal reforms in
the State.’
the actuality, all this eloquence is no
where. Out of a total expenditure
of Rs. 83,30385, Rs 13,50,952
goes to the Palace This, of course, .
1s a “fixed and well defined Privy
Purse.” But Mr. P. L. Chudgar in
his book, “Indian Princes under
British Protection , says that in this
enlightened State, all the king's
residential palace expenditure on
repairs, etc., are debited to civil
works: Only four out of the forty-
seven items of such repairs are real
civil works of public utility costing
5%. This is the nature of *‘a fixed
and well-defined Privy Purse and a
clear dividing line between his per-
sonal expenditure and that of the
State '! This speaks for itself and
needs no comment. _

The writer here is prevented,
for want of space, from describing
the misrule of other enlightened

Maharajas and Nawabs and is forced
to crave the indulgence of the read-

er for mentioning another aspect of

But when we turn to
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the rule of the Native States. This
staggering aspect is that slavery is
prevalent in many of the Native
States, Mr. Chudgar, to whom re-
ference has already been made, cal-
culates the number of slaves in the
Bikaner State—yes the State of
that ruler who mentions the general
principles of his administration as
“well-worthy of being the watch-
words of internal reforms in the
States’”’—tobe 10, 884. The number
of slavesin the Alwar Stateis 5.179.
This is the same ruler, be it noted,
who is described by Lord Irwin,
that “friend of India’ and the ‘great-
est christian’ of the “Viceroys, as “‘a
remarkable man who shines in every
walk of life and whose State bears
the marks of the good administration
of its ru'er’”!. And again, itis he
who showed himself impatient at
the Imperial Conference of 1923 at
the slow pace with which India is
given freedom,

ference.

Now, if the reader wants the
law of slavery in any State, it is
here: “If the number of Darogas
{a class of slaves) exceeds the posi-
tion and requirements of the master,
he may* keep the requisite number
and discharge the rest who shall,
however, when summoned, attend
marriage and other ceremonies in
the master’s house and live there for

He shall
(Laws of

such time as he chooses.
give them bread.”
Jodhpur)

Now, generous reader, what is
the inference you would draw from
these facts ? That the Native States
should be wholly done away with ?
] do not at all wonder at your in-
Whether this ideal—1 call
your inference an ideal, for that
should be the goal for which we
should translated
now into practice, or how long it
should be postponed for practical
difficulties, let Politicians decide.

strive—can be

-~

The love-letter of a Merchant.

To Miss Sally Appleby.

HCadam;
Understanding you have a parcel of heart, warranted sound, to be disposed
of. shall be willing to treat for said commodity, on reasonable terms; doubt not, s}g@ll
agree for same; shall wait on you for further information, when and where you - shall
appoint, This the nsedful from. ‘

S

Yours faithfully, etc,
~ (Peregrine Pickle.)
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Home-Brewed Learning.
(M. R. Subramanian, IV, U. C))

On returning to good old
Mother India after a long spell of
hack-writing in Colombo, I arrived
at Talaimannar Pier just in time to
miss the S. I. R. boat to Dhanuskoti.
That great poet Aristotle who is our
sole and only consolation on such
occasions as this, when one misses
one’s steamer, wife or snuff-box, has
wisely said that ‘‘what cannot be
cured must be endured”. H it be
not Aristotle (and [ am deuced cer-
tain that no other will have such
effrontery to say this), it might be
Schopenheur, Plato or Pliny or our
pretty old bushy Bernard Shaw, and
the fastidious reader with meticulous

care will find this out for himself in
spite of myself.

Thus as | lay Stranded in Tal.
aimannar, whom should [ see but a
white-suited Sinhalee with a comely
face and a card-board hat on his
pate. | had been fooling with the
weighing machine on the platform
and in despair had given up the
attempt to find the gravitational
force with which my body impinged
on the scale. ’

This the Sinhalee had noticed
from the other end of the platform
‘with that bonhomie, beanmotl or bon
jour or some such French equiv.

alent for comic good humour and he
had now come with that altruistic
motive with which Mother Mayo
of Miss. India or Miss. Mayo of
Mother India came to Father India
and with which the late Lord
Robert Clive won the battle at
Plassey in the year of our Lord [757
from that old bandycoot Mir Jalfar.

“Morning”’ he said in true
American fashion and ‘ Morning "
I snapped out, determined not to be
beaten by an imitator of the hustling
Yankees.

“May | weigh you, if you
please?”’ he said with the submissive
air of a waiter in a Messagerie
Maritimes Steamer or that of a
Tahsildar Collector’s clerk in our
own land.

“All right’ I said and sat bolt
upright on the scale on which 1 had

hitherto been lying down thinking

about nothing in particular.

“] hope | shant be wanting’ |
said to humour him a bit as he
surveyed my posture like a pilgrim

~surveying his Brahimin priest—elect

sitting bolt upright on Dhanuskoti
sands. :

“Wonderful weight! Sir, 156lb3!”
he exclaimed after fiddling with the
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machine for full 4} or 42 or say
- roughly five minutes.

lf only my old mother had
heard him, then and there she would
sure as anything have exorcised his
evil eye away from me with a hand.
ful of chillies and salt thrown into
the fire after turning it round, and
round and round about me, like the
“Spider and the Bee” in the poem
“round about and round about and
round about the web she flew”. But
as it was and as it happened, my
bashful wife was with me, and she
did nothing.

¢ Fair gal! Sir, your ..... your
= ?ventured the Sinhalee glancing
at her.

“Miss Sarasam [Laparte” |
hurried to reply to dispel his insinu-
ation. That is going too far, |
thought to myself asl believed with
my employer in the golden maxim
that “no one should step one inch
beyond his proper bounds”.To give
free play to his rather garrulous
tongue | unleashed mine and told
him that I had just missed the boat

“to Dhanuskoti and wanted to go to
my Palghat Agraharam by the next
boat and stop on the way for two
hours to see Madura and ended
with a “What do you think of it?”
by way of a stimulant to his tongue.

“The steamer’s the most uncer.
tain” he said, “and the S, I. R, Sir,
knows it and says in its Time Table

No [—Price one anna pocket time

table, they call it--that the Company
cannot maintain steamer punctuality,
but can. only make every eflort of
punctuality — and some such bally-
stuff.

When he had done up 1 dished
him up with “And what do you
think of Madura?’ to hit the nail
right on the head (as the jolly old
poet what-d’ye-call-him says).

“Madura! Sir.isa city of festivals-
Its streets ring with the music of its
carnivals and revelry of its happy
inhabitants’ (ignoring of course the
music of mosquitoes and the drum.
ming of the bugs). “Sir, if you go
there. as you say you will, you
will see some of the most imposing
spectacles the massive temples of
Meenakshi, and Sundareswar, its
lily tank etc. etc:”

| had almost begun to doze off
(hence my etceteras) when this
man’s harangue on its Ganesh Statue,
hall of thousand lights or thousand
pillars (I forget which) ended with
many a scholarly quotation from
the aforesaid S. I. Ry. and price one
anna time table.

“And Conjeevaram?” [ yelled
out in my half-awaken state by way
of keeping myself more awake.

“Conjeevaram, Sir”, said the
the Sinhalee, ‘is Dakshina Kasi—
Oh! wonderful place! Please see,
Sir, for my sake, the Vadankalais
and Thengalais, Ayyangars Chettiars,
Reddiars, and Daliars and what not.
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There Sankara lived and vanquished
Jainism and Buddhism and esta-
blished a College of disciples to
resuscitate Hinduism. Its manifold
temples. festivals, etc., ete.”

I lost trend of the rest of his
narrative as | lit my cigar at that
particular juncture and began blow.
ing smoke.rings through my nose
and stole the smiling glance of Miss
Laparte (a great feat of mine. a
speciality).

When he had done up, | ham.
mered him afresh with “And what
about Trichy and Srirangam?”

“Sir” he said and ¢ Sir” he said
like the jolly milk.maid in the jolly
song -- .

‘Sir’ she said and ‘Sir’ she said

‘I am a milk.maid, ‘Sir’ she said.

And “Sir’’ she said

At last I said *Sir, | have seen

none of these. | have been wasting
time and gaining money all these
years scribbling lucubrations for
Colombo papers. You must, and
must is the proper word show me
all these as you have seen them all
so well. '

“Not at all Sir_ | never setfoot
out of Ceylon lzzland! Sir, I was
S. I. Ry Bill poster in Colombo and
studied their Time Table by heart
for American Tourists’’> =caid the
Sinhalee.

P. S. Something the Sinhalee said about Chidambaram rings in mine ears like this:
“FEternal city of salvation and worship at Mystic fane, Koil or temple, and
Lord Siva worshipped in his eternal aspect as Akasa and in his classic danc.
ing aspect, dancing the Dance of Death in Kanaka Sabha or golden hall. This
I forgot to put in the appropriate place; so 1 append it here as it will also fill
up some space as the Chettiar said when he swallowed an *“iddili--cloth™

along with an “iddili”.
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On the Pythagorean

| heorem.

(K. K. Kunjunny Menon IlI U. C.)

On a par with the political, moral
and cultural development of ancient
times, India was making rapid
strides in the intricate studies of
Higher Mathematics. In those re-
mote periods, when the intellect of
the whole world was dark and inac-
cessible to any light of mathematical
knowledge, the Indian sage was
singing Sulva sutras and con-
structing the sacrificial altars, the
make of which would have done
honour to a modern engineering
Oriental  research has
proved that many propositions of
Higher Mathematics which we hear
of as having originated from western
mathematicians were actualy pro-
pounded first by Indians of old.
One of such doctrines the origin of
which is in discussion is the pro-
position known at present under the
.appeliation of the Pythagorean
Theorem.

expert.

The Pythagorean Theorem is
the exposition of a most general and
fundamental idea of the science of
plane geometry. It says that the
square of the side opposite to
the right angle of a right-angled
triangle is equivalent to the sum of
the squares of the other two sides of

D — ¢ that

the same triangle. This rudimentary
notion of a plane surface has a wide
range and practical utility both in
our mathematical and scientific life.
The common ideas of squares and
cubes are co-reloted to this pro-
position. Suppose we wantto esti-
mate the number of bricks which
would be sufficient to cover an area
of known dimensions. This is only
a problem of every-day life and is
based purely on the notion of a

A

square. Ima-
gine that your
house is situ-

ated at A and

of your

friend at C. Let the space included
between AB and CD be a rice-field.
Suppose you have to go to your
friend’s before the harvest. You
go along AB and turning at-a right
angle at B proceed along BC to C,
When the harvest is over you walk
straight along CA and thus save
much time and distance. With
what notion of distance are you
impressed on thisoccasion?  What
would you feel ?
tance that you feel either consciously
or unconsciously according as you

The sense of dis-
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are mathematically or non-mathe-
matically given, is entirely the echo
of your impression of the theorem
of Pythogoras.

The Pythagorean theorem is,

however. understood to be of Greek
origin. It is attributed to the great

Greek Pandit Pythagoras whois a
‘notable figure in the philosophy of

ancient Greece. Itis a capricious

tendency of modern antiquaries
to ascribe all noble and high ideas

of arts and science to ancient Greece
and all fantastic and preposterous

notions of religion and dogmaticism
to the fairy-land of ancient India.

In certain Vedic Texts in which
practical directions are given for the

construction of sacrificial altars,
there are ample references to the

existence of the Pythagorean the-
orem. It is also .understood that

- the earliest Chinese also had a mea-

gre notion of this doctrine not later
than the twelfth century before Christ.

The Egyptians also boast of having
had an idea of this theorem before
Euclid who flourished in the third
century B. C. But history indicates

that there was no intellectual inter- -

“course either between India and

China or between India and Egypt
before the Christian era. One thing

is, however, true. The -earliest re-

ference to this is found in Indian
works.

: Pythagoras is known to have
flourished in the sixth century before
Christ. [t was a few centuries be-
fore his time that the Sulva sutras

were codified by Indian sages. Max
Muller, R.C. Dutt Buhler and Mac-
donnel give different dates to the
Sulva sutra period in the history of
Indian Mathematics. From what
they communicate we can conclude
that the compilation of the Sulva
sutras was begun not later than 800.
B. C. and completed not earlier than
200 A. D. These sufras were only
mathematical supplements to the
Kalpasutras which were only of ritu-
alistic interest and which dealt prin-
cipally with the construction of
altars. In the edition of sulva Sutras
by Apastamba we find: —

i 4 — 52
122 + 162 = 20°
152 + 202 = 252
5% + 422 =}32
152 + 362 =392
82 + 152 =172
122 + 352 = 372

In the Boudhayana edition we have:-

32 + 42 = 52
52.+ |22 = 148
82 +j52= |79
712 + 242 = 252
122 + 352 = 372

152 + 362 = 392 :
In the edition of Katyayana he gives
that the sides of a right-angled tri-

angle can be expressed as a, av2
and a3 where a is an algebraic

- variable, He ,lso states the re-
lations: (1) 12 + 3% = |0 and (2)
22 + 62 = 40. In the construction :

of altars the following ideas were
utilised:— (1) The construction of
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either of
given linear dimensions or of given

squares and rectangles

area; (2) The relation existing
between the diagonals and
sides of rectangles and squares;

(3) The construction of equivalent
squares (4) The
construction of equivalent circles
and squares. The formation of
a square by the proper additions
of gnomons is based on these ideas.
This isreferred to in a sufra which
Mr. Kaye gives in his “Indian
Mathematics * as follows:— **Two
hundered and twenty five of these
bricks constitute the seven fold agmi

with aratni and pradesa. To these
sixty—four more are to be added.

With these bricks asquare is formed
The side of the square consists of
sixteen bricks. Thirty-three bricks

still remain and these are placed on
all sides round the borders® ‘These

facts clearly indicate that the codi
fier's of the Sulva Sutras were con-

versant with the general properties
.of the Pythagorean theorem.

Burk suggests that Pythagoras
might have been enlightened by

* these Sulva sutras. We can advance

no positive argument to support this
reasoniable conjecture. But we can

assert for certain that there is more

senise in supposing that Pytha-
goras obtained his geometrical know-
ledge from india rather than that
the codifiers of the Sulva sutras were
inspired by him. [t is an undoubted

fact that the idea of the transmig-
ration of the human soul was first

and rectangles;

spread in Europe by Pythagoras of
Samoas. All western scholars agree
in admitting that Pythagoras was
obliged for his knowledge to Indians,
simply because they look upon the
idea of the transmigration of the soul
as a fantastic and ludicrous notion
of Indian philosophy. In truth,
Pythagoras’s notion is a sickly imi-
tation of certain sound aud healthy
ideas prevalentin India. His idea
is an undigested and misunderstood
interpretation of the theory of the
human soul in the Vedantic system
of philosophy. Why not attribute
the origin of the Pythagorean the-
orem to Indians, when they have
been accused of having been the
founders of his foolish philosophical
notion ? The thing is this: Pytha-
goras took two ideas from India and
spread them in Europe: He hasa
claim to the Mathematical theorem,

because it is wise. He has no claim
for having propounded his theory of

“the soul, because it is foolish and
- quite becoming with Indians

Let us wind up. We attempt

no legal procedure for the confis-
cation of the theorem of Pythagoras

to us as our ancestral property.
This doctrine having been deno-

minated after the Samite philosopher
for over two thousand years, the

right of prescription is unshakeable.
we can, however, fervently feel that

India has been the glonous fountain
of thought, the scattered drops from
which have grown. mto oceans of
ideas.

w%-%w
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From the Mathematical Quagmire

into the clear waters of Economics.

K. C. CHINNAPPAN. 1l U. C.

It is proverbial that there are
certain things which flesh and flood
cannot bear Mathematics has of-
ten appeared to me as one of their
fraternity. 1 lately made a useful
discovery—alfter studying the subject
for a fort-night more—that after all it
is but a prison, ‘where students like
mummies are piously entombed and
left to blacken and moulder in dusty
oblivion’. A resolve was soon made,
by which I hurried myself to re-
lease me from this entanglement and
to leave it immediately and finally.
The ‘hardgrain d Muses of the Cube
and Square’ were forthwith driven
away from my study and a text-
book of Co-ordinate Geometry was
also relieved, with an avalanche of
thanks.
still inhabits my book-shelf and
therérit lives with a mosquito--like
watchfulness for a chance of draw-
ing blood. But I never meddle with
it at all. The idol of Mathematics
has been thus pulled down from its
pedestal in my mind. I have tip-toed
to Economics. My class-number was
twenty-five, or, to use the language of
Mathematics, five-squared or hund-

“A Plane Triognometry’"

red divded by four or ten-squared
divided by two-squared. Now it is
eighty-three.

There was a time when | used
to look upon this subject with ease
and joy. I could work out sums in
Arithmetic within the wink of an eye;
we seemed made for each other.
Then, indeed, | wasin danger of
orbing myselt into a Mathematical
Star The figure of a state of solemn
elevated abstraction living in the
immense metropolis of some educa-
tional institution, throwing itself luxu-
riously into the Mathematical arm—
chair of a lecture hall and in thun.
derous soap.box style lecturing to
the eager students - this was the
vision | had then of my later life.
In sober truth, 1 used to squeeze
much pleasure out of this pastime.-
That pleasure has ceased to please.

| have a dense head for figures.
My brains can hardly lend them-
selves to a Mathematical expression;

_the De Movre’s theorem in Trigono.

metry is to me like the veritable
last straw on the camel's back. [ dis.
like a Mathematical theorem.

Its
advent, like that of the Comet, is



portentousof ills to come. Itis “‘the
Taven that croaks the fatal entrance
of fell disease’’ — and Oh! the hammer
and tongs that follow it in the
shapes of corollaries and riders!
I have seen my friends sitting so
many hours pinioned to such hard
things, thinking, reflecting and medi.
tating as if they were revolving
schemes of state and asif thecon.
tinuance of the world would depend
upon what they were working out.

Besides, I cannot endure the
torpedo—touch of so much inert
matter.for | am of a constitution that
does prefer hocus-pocusto reality. A
student of Mathematics moves in an
unmanageable procession of pro-
positions and their proofs; his brains
stagger under a load of topics; he
1s wrapped up in his web of verbal
generalities. The subject lifts the
mind off jts ordinary hinges, over-
tflowing outside the limits of necessity,
and taking the most ethereal dream
flight from practical life. [ often
look upon Algebra as a philosophy
-of the Fairy—land and most of the
problems in Mathematics elude in.
vestigation and make logic ridi-
culous. What is the use of finding
the volume of a triangular room,
when no sensible man will build one?
[t sounds like a bogey or a project
in cloud—cuckoo land.

Another point of stigmatization
against the science isthat it involves

19 _

hard terms.**Theory of Quadriatics”,
“Homogeneous Expressions’’, ‘Con_
currency and collinearity’—one of
these sets of words is enough to
send the creeps along the spine, and
the hobgoblin appearance of the
term “Cyclic Quadrilateral,” =~ with
blood—curdling crescendo, rings
through my entire frame. The very
names of the  various parts of
the subject are indeed dreadful.
Such are ‘Trigonometry”, ¢ co or-
dinate Geometry” and “‘Geometrical
... > | forget the last; itisa mean
small name with a kind of facetious
twist about its end like the upward
curve of a pugdog’s tail. One would
be half inclined to tell those speci.
mens of humanity who handle these
explosives; - ““Plain . words, my
merry masters, did no man any
harm”,

~-And the beauty of it! When
these various threatening dogmas
are stripped of mystery, intolerance
and impertinence and reduced to
common sense, they clash down into
a loud_blaring. Nothing, into simple
sums in addition, subtraction, multi.
plication and division which every
man in the street can work out with_
out Logarithmic Tables or set.
squares or protractor. 25T

: Leaving Mathematics, 1 :
winged on to flowers which give me
a sumptuous promise of luxurious
feasts of nectared sweets. And the
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group of subjects, on which | have
after long—stifled
yearnings, is of a patient, peaceable

thrown myself

loving, clear smiling nature open for
this and that. - There is such a fair
variety of things in this another
world...this skyey world of radiant,
translucent Philosophy. [t wears
that rich and golden livery which
we always associate with the idea
of abundance and sobriety. [ am
introduced only to three subjects of
the group and my early impressions
of them are now being endorsed by
the heap of information that has
drifted into my study-.

“Political Eeconomy’, says
Cardinal Newman, “will rank in
public estimation among the first
of moral sciences in interest and in
utility. ” It teaches us ““in what wealth
consists, by what agents itis pro.
duced, according to what laws it is
distributed, what are the institutions
and customs by which production
may be facilitated and distribution
regulated so as to give the largest
amount of wea]tB to each individual.”
lts reasomng .is a tissue of glistening
sophistry; its language is a cento of
florid commonplaces. And the study
of it indeed elevates the mind and
hurries it into sublimity.

Economic History isa branch of
Political Economy. It details the
‘business activitiesof various coun-
"_fﬁé‘sf in  agricultural, industrial,
‘commercial and like fields. We are

.

row getting a jovial heap of jostling
information on how far England
has run her career of wealth and
improvement.

I have also to plunge into the
dazzling infinite abyss of Indian
History. It offers a fertile field for
exploitation by the poet, the bio-
grapher, the moralist and the phi-
losopher. With the naphtha—flare
of the very head—line in my notes,
I can assert that “history is philo-
sophy teaching by examples”. And
treati ng as it does on the birth—place
and mausoleum of the sages and
heroes of our paternal history, the
subject trainsthe Indian pohtman—
to—be.

These are my happy new sur-
roundings. Thoughts of old times
now and then come surging through
my brains from the mists of melan-
choly and the land of little ease.
The years that are fled knock at the
door and enter.
of abstruse toil, obscure speculation,
futile wrestling and misery. They
present before my mind’s eye a void
infinite of gray haze with fantasms

swimming in it and Mathematical
Goblins hovering in the twilight.

The Appolloneous circle and the

Those were years'

cyclic quadrilateral sill stare mein

the face and give me the shivers.
What can | do, but to open my notes
in General Economics for warmth,
rest and {orgetfulness and read

“about the dear, great—souled Adam

Smith and R:cardo b
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I must be careful to play skittles
with the name of such a universal
subject as Mathematics. The Mathe-
matical world may bring the armed
array of its great names and hurl
them over my head. The timidity
of my temper induces me to adopt
measures of compromise and con-
ciliation. [ am really educating my
powers of appreciation of the sub-
jeet and can groan my admiration of
its various spheres and rain it on
these pages. Watson, Bishop of
Llandalf, is said to have felt this
science to indispose the mind to re-
ligiousbeliefs. | feel differently and
am really illumined by the study of
the subject so highly praised ia the
Preliminary discourses of I.ocke’s

>

Ques. A man has x miles to travel.
¢ miles he walls,

Ans.

* * * *

The rest he cycles,

Philosophical Works. Besides, there
is a close affinity between Mathe-
matics and Political Fconomy. Both
Algebra and Geometry have been
used in Economics with success and
so the studentof Economics cannot
but feel greatly indebted to the
science-.

I need not at all hang down my
head in mathematical company.
My knowledge of my late subject, |
have not entirely dismissed to the
limbo of forgotten things. [ can still
fling my poor little scraps of hali—di-
gested information at my friends. I
can enunciate the Pythagoras The-
orem even now and state the various
trigonometrical relations of angles
word by word without a diagram.

- -

He goes a miles by train, b miles by boat and

How far does he cycle'v‘ :

doe,f g h,irsj, kb, I, m.n, ¢, p5q, ry 5. t. u, v, », miles.

3 = * *

Once upon a time a certain rich miser wanted medical advice, and conceived

the design of getting it without paying for it.

Getting, up, for this purpose, a an ordi-

nary conversation in a private company, he insinuated his case to the physician; as -

that of an imaginary individual.

- v‘,.-./

~ “We will suppose,” said the miser, “‘that his symptoms afe such aﬂa 'such;
-now, doctor, what would you have directed him to take?"

“Take ?" said the doctor ‘why, take advice, and pay for it."

(W:lb apofogtcs to Dupm )




A Few Shots to Help our Game.

(V. M. AMBAT, II U. C)) X

Our chance of lifting our tennis
game from the hit-or-miss class to
the speed and skill of tournament—
form depends upon the mastery of
half a dozen major strokes and their
variations. The best and the most
important form of strokes are now
exhibiting by Vincent Richards,
professional Champion of the United
States and formerly a member of the
American Davis Cup team, The
forward movement of the body
combined with a turning wrist—
movement on the rackét imparts
not only terrific speed to the ball,
but also a spin which makes the ball
appear egg—shaped in flight. One
variation is the Common-ball service
made famous by “Big Bill’” Felden.
In thisthe racket strikes the ball full
broadside and without slicing motion.
Its effectiveness lies in its powerful
drive

Of all tennis-strokes the well-
executed forearm drive
_effective for scoring than any other.
The forehand and backhand lobs are
most useful as defensive shots, parti-
“cularly in doubles play. The chief
purpose of the high-arching lob is

to drive the opponent back from the -

net by putting the ball over his
head, thus enabling usto take the net

ourselves. To be effective, therefore,

it must be skilfully placed to fall near

1S more"

the back-line of the opponent’s court.
lt is not generally known that the
lob is now used by some tournament
players as an offensive, as well as a
defensive, shot, serving as a means
of deception. The offensive stroke
starts in position for a forearm drive.

We can hard]y hope to return
fast service without first mastering
the chop, a shot which is fully as
important as the drive. The chop is
just what its name implies—a down-
ward, slashing stroke which can be
executed quickly and effectively
when a served ball comes at us like
a shot out of a gun. Whenever a
fast ball must be met above the
shoulder the chop is almost imper-
ative. Itisnot good practice, though,
to employ the chop to the exclusion
of other strokes.

The volley is a shot in which
the racket meets the ball “‘on the fly ?
without waiting for the bound.There
are two forms of the stroke, namely.
the block volley, in which the bat
does little more than meet the ball
squarely, and the punching volley
which involves a driving stroke.
One of the most difficult of all tennis
strokes is the back-hand volley with
which Jean Borotia, the French '_star, g
is very familiar. The half-volley is a
“pick” vp shot in which the racket
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meets the ball at the start of the bound
an instant after it has struck the earth.
But it is solely a defensive stroke
generally used when the ball is a bit
difficult. Henry Cochet is the only

man who can exhibit it very beauti-

fully. The fore—arm and back.hand
half_volley are also very beautiful to
see. The secret of all this, of course,
lies in perfect timing of the stroke
to meet the ball close to the ground
and in the balance of the body.

&« v

STOLEN

Vakil (to flustered witness); “Now, Sir,
did you, or did you not, on the day in
question, or at any other time, say to the
defendant or anyone else, that the state-
ment imputed to you and denied by the
plaintiff was a matter of no moment or
otherwise? Answer me, yes or no?"

Bewildered wilness; *‘yes or no what?”

o % % sk *

_ You can fool some of the people all
-of the time, and all of the people some of
the times but you cannot fool ail of the
'people all of the time. ( Abraham Lincoln.)

* * * *® *

I look upon it, that he who does not
mind his belly will hardly mind anything
else. (Johnson)

* * * * *

- There is now less flogging in our
great schools than formerly —but then

less is learned there; so that what the

boys get at one end they lose at the
other, : (Johnson)

¥ RESo sk ek

GLEAMS.

““Are you in favour of women taking
part m public affairs?”
“It's all right if you really want the
affairs public” :
* * ¥ %
Teacher:— What is the Passive form of
* John shot the dog™? =
Pupil:— The dog shot John.

sk * * % *
Teacher:— Give one word for ‘love of
mankind . 2
Pupil:— woman. =t
LIS & LU L= Taees

Dictionaries are like watches; the
worst is better than none, and the best

“cannot be expected to go quite true,

(Johnson)

*® * * ¥ *

(From a play written by a school-boy)
Act I Scene | _
The Count and countess are seated in
the lounge. :

Enter Butler. - =
Countess:—Why, man, what’s the
Butler-—Countess, a son. has been born

to you, o /
4 ,-&‘_z__;ua.?,l_'e’ &
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The Satiric Spirit in some of the Periodical

Essayists.

( Manickam Pavakot, 111 U. C.)

“lt is never easy to frame pre.
cise definitions of literary genera,
and the attempt to do so is rarely
profitable; for one form shades off
into another””. This is only too true
of satire also. Satire existsin po-
etry, drama, masque, fiction and even
in life. There is satire even in the
Bible. “No doubt, ye are the peo-
ple and wisdom will die with you”
issatirical. Though satire Hourished
In the verses of Pope, Burns and
Byron it received its perfection at
the hands of the periodical writers,
Defoe, Swift, Johnsonand Thacke-
ray; and they worked reform through
it. Indeed, a little reflection shows
that the spirit of satire is prosaic
rather than poetical. ““Swift would
have been shorn of his power if he
had been forced to write his Gulliver
in verse and Thackeray could never

uttered his criticism of the
world in a metrical Danity Fair”.

With Richard Steele and Jo.
seph Addison began the most chara_
‘cteristic product of the reign of
Queen Anne—the periodical essay.
The satire we find in The Tatler
and 7The Spectator could hardly be

surpassed in pungency, but it is
neither virulent nor ferocious. [t is
significant that the harshest thing,
probably, Stecle ever wrote, was
written about the sex; whose cham_
pion it was his glory to have been:
for nothing so raised his anger as
the corruption of that which ought to
be good. “A coquette” he says,
‘is a chaste jilt and differs from a
common one, as a soldier who is per.
fect in exercise does from one thatis
actually in service”. Addison too
played his part in the moral clean-
sing which was effected by The
Tatler and The Spectator; but, on
the whole, he did it with with a less
hearty good will to women. What
a satire on frivolity is Clarinda’s
journal or the fuss over the sickness
of a lap-dog! *'Patches, the tower-

ing head dress, the hoop petticoat,

the fan”—things of that sort subtend
a far larger angle in Addison’s treat-

ment of women than in Steele’s. An
empty life, directed by an empty
head and a shallow heart—such isthe
impression he leaves. Both frivolity
and affected gravity are struck at by
Steele also, in his ‘double-barrelled

*  Adapted from Hugh Walker’s English Satire and Satirists..



sarcasm on the devotee who, ‘-never
carries a white shock-dog on her
arm or dormouse in her pocket,
but always an abridged piece of
morality to steal out when she issure
of being observed”.

Apart from his other books,
Swift’s numerous satires
_sporadic and occasional. Some of
them are familiar to all by name and
to many more intimately. Such are
the playful skits on the almanack-
maker Patridge, Predictions for the
vear 1708; A Meditation upon a
Broomstick, with its masterly ex._
posure of the platitudinous moraliser,
“surely man is a broomstick;”” and
the Direction to servants which is
marvellous of the author’s power of
observation and wit. Most famous
of all is the Modest Proposal, very
grim and gruesome. In  The
Abelishing of C hristianity in England,
there is an admirable and masterly
example of irony. He gravely
hopes that no reader will imagine
him to stand up in real defence of
Christianity, “such as used in the
" primitive times to have an influence
on men’s beliefs'and actions”. This,
he goes on to show, would be ‘‘to
dig up foundations, to destroy at one
blow all the wit and half the learn-
ing of the kingdom”.  Truly there
is the widest possible difference bet.
- ween the satire, as it was practiced
by Swift, and satire as we find it
in the co-—adjutors, Steele and

weEere

scorn of
_whole, Johnson’s touch is heavy

Addison. ‘Ferocious’, ‘virulent’,
‘merciless’, are adjectives which have
constantly to be applied to Swift.
There is ‘no brother near the
throne’ of Jonathan Swift. He is
unrivalled among English prose
satirists.

With 7he Rambler, Samuel
Johnson entered the ranks of the
Periodical essayists. [t follows the
tradition of The Speclaicr, eschewing
Politics, and dealing with questions
of morals, or manners or literature.
But it follows the tradition in a John-
sonian way, in general rather grave.
ly ethical than bantering or satirical.
Still there are character-sketches like
Mrs. Busy, who in her thrift neglects
nothing but her children. There are
exposures of specific vices or foibles,
like the paper on the Detractors, sub_
divided into Roarers,Whisperers and
Moderators. ~ The education of a
fop i3 satirised, and the misery of the
man who makes it his life-business
to win and maintain the reputation

- of a wit among ladies is depicted

with powerful strokes The relation
of the sexes is discussed. Literary
themes are handled also. Some of
the papersin the Rambler show John-
son’s well_grounded hatred and
patronage. But, on the

and in prose satire he has not many

appreciators. -
About the same time, in The

Worll Moore afforded an op.



portunity to a satirist-of rare gifts,
the misunderstood and under.rated
Lord Chesteriield. Truly ‘Heis a
‘master of restrained irony; no one
can give a finer point to a phrase’:
Though his essays are a mere hand.
ful, he sweeps the whole gamut of
social satire as it was understood by
Addison. He satirises pride of birth,
affectation, decoru.m,
paint,
honour -‘men who drink when they
are not thirsty, though they would
think it foolish to eat when they
are not hungry. He ridicules the
language of fine ladies with great
“effect.
head, | comprehend all fine gentle.
men too, not knowing in truth where
else to place them properly—is vastly
obliged or vastly offended or vastly
glad or vastly sorry. Large objects
“are vastly great, small ones are vast-
Iy little; and I had lately the plea-
sure to hear a fine woman pronounce
by a happy mestonymy, a
small gold snulf—box that was
produced in company to be vastly
‘pretty, because it was so vastly
little”. Chesterfield frowns on drun-
kards also, or ‘siphons’ as he called
them.

Then we come to Oliver Gold.
smith, widely known by the well—
merited encomium ol the epitaph
Johnson wrote, as a man who tried

“nearly every species of ‘writing and
~tried none that he did not adorn.

quacks, duellists, men of

very
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women who

“A fine woman—under this

He adorned satire also among the
rest. As humourist and satirist, we
know him best in The Vicar of
Wakefield. But he is the author of
writings in which satire, instead of
being merely incidental, forms the
staple. He is seen athis best in The
Citizen of the world. The plan of
letters from a Chinese visitor to a
friend in China, affords limitless
opportunity for the display of satire,
which might easily be made corro-
sive.But it is tempered byGoldsmith’s
habitual kindness. In the main,
what he writesis not so much satire as
good.natured and humourous com-
ment. “By long travelling”’, says
the citizen of the world , ‘] am taught
to laugh at folly alone, ‘and to. find
nothing ridiculous, but villainy and
vice’ . And herein he speaks for
Goldsmith; for it is folly, villainy
and vice that he satirises. Though
he makes no serious effort to main-
tain consistently the Chinese point
of view, it helps him occasionally
togive an original turn to well—
known themes, When the Citizen of
the World examines Westminister

‘Abbey in company with the Man

in Black, heis much impressed by
the tombs of the illustrious dead.
Surprised to learn that an especially
beautiful monument commeémorates
neither a king, nor a warrior, nor a

poet, he asks: “what is the great

man who lies here . particularly
remarkable for?”’, ‘Remarkable, sir!’
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said my companion; ‘why, Sir, the
gentleman that lies here, is remark-
able, very remarkable—for a tomb
in the Westminister Abbey.” Like
the sensible man as he really was
(notwithstanding the inspired idiot
theory), Goldsmith satirises especi-
ally the flaws in the things he best
knows. He, a writer, turns as
his predecessors had done again and
again to literature. In the club of
Authors, he exposes the jealousies
and conceits of the craft of letters.
He ridicules the phrase ‘the republic
of letters’ as applied toa group
‘‘where every member is desirous
~of governing and none willing to
obey”.

The stream of essay r‘enoducala
through
the 18th. century and social satire was
always an element in it, tll at last
a few years after, we find Politics in
the ascendant. The accession of

Georgeiii, followed by his deter.

flowed on continuously all

mined struggle to rule by favourites

and to strengthen the prerogative of
“the crown, gave a keen edge to the
question atissue between the parties.
~ Smollett a good novelist_supported
_the Bute adminstration in ‘The
- Breton, but was utterly overwhelmed
by the far more skilful work of John
Wilkes in The North Breton; and
Wilkes Hééétves more credit, in the
~ literary sense, than he has received;

‘but the account is more than over-
ety he won,

balanced by the not

1
by his inspiring criticism of the
King’s speech’in The Alorth Breton.
His highest distinction is that ““He
rang the bell for the greatest of Eng-
lish political satirists; for the royal
and ministerial persecution of Wilkes -
supplies a large part of the inspir-
ation of Junius”.

In the 19th. century in prose as
a whole. satire is generally a sub-
ordinate ingredient; but there ‘are
two or three writers of distinction in
whom it is predominant. William
Make-peace Thackeray, especially as
a contributor to Fraiser’s Hagazine
and to Punch, is among the greatest
satirists of the 19th century. Toboth
his contributions ‘were
numerous and were prevailingly
satirical:and in each case, there isone
work, which stands out conspicuous
and overshadows all the rest.
Barry Lyndon published serially,
ranks among the works which shed
lustre on Fraiser’s BMagazine; and

journals,

Ttz Book of Snobs which conferred

honour even upon the most attractive
of comic journals.  Thackeray was
a close student of the 18th century,
and he was certainly influenced by
the essayists in the choice of a
domain of satire. The Queen Anne
essayists dealt with the minor morals,
and Thackeray fixed upon, not the’ =
seven deadly sins, bm the fo =
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a snob’’, he says; and in forty—five
successive papers, he deals with so
many groups or types of of snobbery.
To admire is natural to man; but the
admired should be admirable.
There is much satire scattered
through the other miscellaneous
writings of Thackeray—in The
Sketches and Travels in London.

After Thackeray, a consider-
able time elapsed, before any note.
worthy satice appeared. There is
much satire buried in the pages of
various journals and magazines,
especially in those of Punch. Butin
that kindly periodical, humour
predominates over satire, and it sel-
dom shows the seriousness of purpose
that marks The Book of Snobs.
Mainly the work of Douglas Jerrold
and other contributors was ephe-

meral and much  of it was laughable
burlesque rather than satire. Though
there were small, small revivals in

distinguished writers like Mathew
Arnold and Samuel Butler, no
full—fedged revival is noticed.

Thus we have satires distributed
throughout all agesand all times; and
ever since the periodical essay has
come into being, it has never been
silent on the vices and absurdities
of the times. Contemporary re-
ligious corruptions, moral disabilities,
social evils, and political faction ser.
ved as subjects for satire; and in es-
sentials, human nature being invari-
able, and so long as men are men,
satire in popular writing is. bound to
exist, for the desire for correction i1s
strongly inherent in man.

—tee 2>

An excited, middle-aged woman rushed into the police-station and accosted

the inspector on duty.

“Where’s my Joe?”’ she demanded.
“Beg pardon, Madam—dog, I presume?” said the inspector,

¢Don’t you dare to presume anything of the kind,”

snapped the woman,

"Dog mr.leed! No, sir, husband-my husband. He’'s missing, disappeared, decamped—""

‘‘you don’t say so?"

“I' 1] have you to understand that | do say so.

contradict me?"
“My dear Madam—!"’

How dare you sit there and

“How dare you call me your dear madam? Do you imagine | came here to
be insulted? I tell you my husband has decamped, and you sit Like a dummy! What_

do you think of that?”.

7 “Well, Madam” replied the inspector, ‘I haven’t the pleasure of your hus-
band’s acquaintance, but | should say he is a very wise man”.

T o
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Midnight Murder in the ‘Blue Mountain.”

(P. C. Thomas, 1V. U. C.)

One dark summer night | was
descending the Nilgiri hills in the
Blue mountain Express. An extra-
ordinary storm raged in the lofty
conference of the guarding Ghats of
the Deccan platean. Violent whirl-
winds tore the sycamores and the
Eucalyptus down to the roots. There
was husbandry in heaven and their
candles were out. Wind and
weather rose against man and beast.
Routed samburs and cheetahs in
wild consternation fled for life.
Stampeded race-horses swept down
the descent; howling jackals hooting
atthe hoofed animals furtively crept
to their caves for safety. An oc.
casional roar of a tigress prowling
for prey and plunder filled the scene
with fear and trembling. The un
toward storm detained in his lonely
hut “the eager sportsman with line
‘and rifle, keen on spending a holi-
day’’. Hushed amidst the roar of
the hurricane and the “pelting of
the pitiless storm’’, man realized
Nature was yet to he conquered.

The Express whistled down the
declivities of the Ooty hills. 1 was
seated in a third-class compartment.
The room was crowded, passengers
were pressed and piled. Some had

to yield their discretionary lapsto in-
discriminate occupants, and even
women were not exempt from this
indignity of bearing burden at the
wrong corners. They did not grumble,
however. Such the state of affairs is—
bound to remain until Sister Mira
Bai succeeds in converting railway
bogeys into runningCanaan.Stoically,
philosophically, 1 resigned to my
fate and bug_bite. The Mailsped on.
The Mountain_railway presented a
picturesque panorama of hills and
precipitous sides and ca-
vernous valleys. As the train
emerged out of tragic tunnels, sighs
of relief escaped our lips, and sus-
pended breath began to come and
go, only to stop again as the running
monster swept over yawning chasms.
Such were the negotiating lines over
which the ‘Blue mountain’ passed

dales,

on the same summer night—that
fatal night!
I had heard of mysterious

phantom.riders, clad in dark cloak,
faces masked, plying these my_
sterious hills in search of prey. They
formed a ferocious fold of free_
masonry, the like of which Rob
Roy’s Scotland or Ibrahim Beg’s
Alghanistan had not witnessed.




Above, on the lofty heights of Ooty

hills, the summer seat of the Mad.
ras Government, peace prevailed.

Rajahs and Zamindars, suffocated
below. flocked to this Queen of Hill

Stations for some rarefied summer
air. The whole Provincial bureau-

cracy and the elite of the Presidency
had stationed themselves there,
witnessing races and killing tigers.
Ooty was busy., Fruits were ripe.

Ladies in high-skirts and with naked
arms throngsd round bonnet-shops

and vegetable_stalls. Ravishing
racers proftered by John-Bull-Jacks
and preferred by jolly Jills enjoyed
their Elysium in this Sportsman’s
Paradise. Down below, in the
fertile valleys where Edenic verdure
spread in profusion, farmers were
busy gathering. Content sat on
their brows; they smiled satisfaction.
Merry house wives gossiped over
the plenty heaped under their roofs
Spirited little striplings fished in
the small rivulets thatran by and
scattered their prizes on the green
mossy banks. Innocent peasant
girls, half_naked, in virgin innocence
‘and primitive simplicity, roa sed
“about the woods gathering apples
“and tomatoes for their durais up on
~ high. Narrow nationalism was re-
‘placed by international interde-
pendence  and  cosmopolitan co-
operation.—But, on the steep slopes;
~ murder reigned ——carnage and pil.
'fagg' '1dmg and recketeermg rape

= back with promlses from me to call

o=

QOotacamond to Coimbatore is
fifty miles and three hours and thirty_
fve minutes’ run. At Wellington
most of my compartment comg anions
got down. One mile, and
minutes more, we reached Coonoor,
the health—station of breeze and
beverage, Russel’sinstitute and Rus-
sel vipers. - The platform was un-
usually thin; | was left alonein the
compartment. Alone, ] began to
feel lonely. As the Express resumed
its ‘non_stop flicht’ over the green
pastures and still waters, I thought
of its forging a way “through the
valley of the shadow of death.” 1
felt a presentiment of approaching
evil; my heart palpitated. | smelt
treachery in the very breeze that
blew. Images and incidents reeled
in my imagination. “‘Present fears
are less than horrible imaginings”,
the unrelenting Scottish criminal was

SiX

justified in saying. But | wasznot a
criminal yet.

A week previously, a Coim_
batore friend and 1 had been to
Mysore on the auspicious occasion
of the celebration of the forty_seventh
birth-day of His Highnessthe Maha-
Rajah of Mysore. The “land of
shimmering gold and sweet scented -
sandal wood” presented a splendid

spectacle in joining hands to offer

loyal felicitations and cordial congra.
tulations  to its illustrious sovereign.
An unexpected wire took my friend
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on him at his residence at Coim.
batore. Thus I was alone hurry-
ing to meet him. FHomme propose:
Dieu dispose. When we parted 1
was an honourable, upright man with
the ‘hound of heaven' tranquil in
me and | had not meddled with the
sixth commandment. The muddled
mundane govermnent I have suc-
ceeded in muffling. But in the ful-
ness of time | shall be called upon to
answer the deed before the infallible
tribunal of Heaven’s impartial pleni-
“potentiaries, and | pray, the wrath
of the Thunderer may notfall heavy
upon me and the “‘peace that passeth
understanding’
by.

To relieve the tedivm of soli-
tary imprisonment [ turned toTenny-
son. | was absorbed in ‘Oenone’.
The door was bolted and the blinds
were on. '

‘Humming a triumphant martial
tune, my treacherous assailant
entered, and with poniard raised
approached me. To stab was cer-
_tain. | feared, | funked, 1 fell. Oh!
cowards! “Conscience does make
cowards of us all”’, or the lack of it.
‘Lily-livered boy’! why not you rise
to action, saying, ‘‘I fear not Goliath
with a weaver’s beam, because |
know also life is a shuttle’? | was
stabbed deep on the neck. Writhing

may not pass me

in excruciating pain | shricked, the
pathos of which was sure
rent the stoniest heart in sunder.
But who was there to succour me
in that enclosed wilderness of
civilisation? | thought of the alarm-
chain but my nerve-less hands lay
helpless by me. Death was
minent; and with it came ““the dread
of something after death’’. The
thought of “‘the undiscovered coun-
try from whose bourne no traveller
returns’”’ puzzled my mind. Hell
and Heaven grew vivid belore my
eyes; but | turned away from both
in disgust, fully aware that | neither
deserved the one nor merited the
other. The world was my sole
source and soul’s solace. | had to
thoroughly exploit the quarry I
stood on before 1 could step either
way. lron resolve and steel heart,
admirable indeed! Retaliation rung
true in me; revenge was my religion;
vendetta, my vedanta. Masterly
mustering up the fast-ebbing strength,
I raised my right arm, got itin full
swing and gave a stunning blow at
the antagonist still perching on me.
And then, with a reverberating roar,
rolled back my assailant—a mos-
quito! :

to have

im-

(T he slight error in my chronograpf;, if
the reader can detect any, the writer hopes,
will be excused.)
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“Vimma's  Consultation.
(A. P. B. N))

It was only natural that 1 felt
rather fidgety when she pirouetted
into my study, humming a soft tune,
for the friendship between us that
had begun half a decade ago was
developing into a sort of senti_
mental attachment towards each
other. In all primary matters, she
used to consult me, and though
often I used to hold the diametriaclly
opposite view, she emerged out tri.
umphant in the end. But, of course,
this is excusable, for we, poor men,
have begun to acknowledge the
weaker sex asthereally stronger sex.

“Hullo! Vimma, come in. Do have
a seat,” and [ offered her a chair.
“Thanks,” said she, “but don’t you
think that you should have the
decency of mind to call me Miss™?

I was not to be laid low by these
mischievous  remarks. “Alright,
Vimma, that is alright; but to what
am I to ascribe this rare visit of yours
into this humble room of your...I
mean,” | faltered in my speech,

Vimma’s eyes twinkled and she

laughed aloud, “You see, 1 have
made up my mind. [ am going to
take Chemistry as one of my opti.
onals.”

Great God! Then all the flood_
gates 8f my memory were opened
automatically by this decision of hers.
How could [ convince myself that
this tender, fragile, beautiful creature
was going to soil herself and her dress
and her beauty by inhaling poisonous
fumes and dealing in staining acids?
Would not her soft collar_.bone be
dislocated by bending over
heated flasks and untidy test tubes?
I was determined to have my say on
the matter. ‘ :

“Oh! My dear Vimma, consider
well before you take this false step.
Mind you, your face would be full of
blotches and pimples as a result of
obnozxious gases bombarding against
your cheeks.Further,] am afraid that
the poisonous fumes of phosphoreus
may cause a dislocation of your jaw-

.bones. This disease is generally
called ““necrosis...... = it '
~ Vimma began to evince interest
in my per.oration and [ continued:—
“Listen, Vimma. Suppose you go
into the laboratory and then you are
asked to prepare chlorine. Of course,
you add sulphuric acid to some
manganese dioxide in a flask, and all
that. The pungent—smelling, ugly-
coloured chlorine might come into
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contact with the moisture in your
hair, and form hydrochlori and hyp.
ochlorous acids, the latter of which,
decomposing into the former and
atomic oxygen, may oxidise the
crowning glory of woman into a
brittle or powder_like grey sub_
stance. What then could be your
boast of having such a glorious
pigtail. Oh! I dread to think of it.

“Similarly too in the case of
sulphur dioxide. Buat in this case,
sulphuric acid and nascent hydrogen
are formed and the latter reduces
things like hair. So you ses to what
dangers you expose yourself.”

Vimma nodded acquies cance.

“] believe you have heard that
phosphorous is an essential ingredi.
ent of the human brain, existing in
organic combinations. But phospho.
rous as an element is extremely
poisonous and half a grain can fetch
you a passport to the land of the
Blessed. It is, of course, admissible
that you might disbelieve what | say
about this alarming poisonousness of
. phosphorous and you might be
tempted to partake of it in small
doses as a short_cut to high_power
brains and sharp intelligence. The
compounds of phosphorous also are
Vvery poisonous.

“Standing on a par with this
solid Death, is the gaseous Suffocati_
onist, | mean, Carbon Monoxide.
When you inhale, air is drawn into

your lungs, and there 3 to 44 of

Carbon dioxide is added to it and it
is deprived of 4 to 5% of its oxygen.
This oxygen, withdrawn from the
air by your lungs, is absorbed by the
crystalline substances of the corpusc-
les of the blood called ‘haemeglobin’
forming oxy haemoglobin which is
responsibible for the red colour of
the arterial blood. Carbon monoxide
has the unique property of usurping
the place of thisoxygen. Thus a new
compound, which acts as a narcotic
poison is formed with the haemo.
globin, which soon causes death.The
presence of this gasin the atmosphere
to a very small extent (nearly 2% of
co.) produces unconsciousness. In
France suicide by inhaling this gas
was not at all uncommon. May you
not be tempted to follow in the
wake of the French! But if you mean
to join the college which is my
alma mater, then | need not entertain
any such fears for the generous
Chemistry lecturer proclaims to the
whole class that carbon monxoide,
being a poisonous gas, should not be
inhaled and that there is no use of
complaining to him about it3 noxious
effects after you are dead!

““Then there is the possibility
of your being misunderstood. Nitric~
acid which might fall on your fingers
while doing experiments combines
with the organic matter of the hand,

‘and xanthoproteic acid is formed.

This produces a yellow permanent
stain, which to appearance is such
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that it closely resembles the stain
on the fingers of cigarette.smoking
veterans. Again, precipitated silver
when in a very finely divided condi-
tion might stick to your palm and
a black but washable stain is
produced. Now think of it. Would
anybody believe that silver has been
responsible for this dark stain,—
silver, white shining smiling silver?

“You will sometimes have ex.
periments to do with Aqua Regia,
or *‘Royal water’’, which alone is
capable of dissolving the noble metal
gold, “the king of metals”. This is
prepared by adding two parts of
nitric acid to four parts of hydro
chloric acid. As you bend over the
experiment table, it may happen
that your gold pendant dipsinto the
vessel containing Aqua Regia.
Nitric acid, in presence of gold,
liberates chlorine from the other acidt
This chlorine, being in a nascen.
condition,is very active and combines
with gold to form gold chloride. Gold
is then said to dissolve. What a
pity would it beto see your orna-
ments slowly dissolving
Heaven forbid!”

- Vimma looked at her necklace,
fondled it and again turned to me in
arapt attention. Already, I thousht,
I was making an impression upon
her. :
~ “Ah! 1 forgotto tell you one
~ important danger. As usuval every
~ academic institution is a breeding.

awoy!

place of ‘“‘sentimentalisms’. Suppos-
ing some student, an admirer of yours,
takes it into his head to ingratiate
himself with you. If he be a
first group chappie, he would natur-
ally sprinkle some solution of nitrogen
tiiodide on your path and hurry to
your assistance as you scream with
fear when you walk over this im.
pertinent iodide.Ammonia in solution
reacts with a alcoholic
solution of iodine yielding the iodide
of nitrogen. In solution this is per-
fectly harmless, but when dry, ex-
plodes violently on the slightest
possible friction. = The explosion
take place when say, your saree-hem
this

stroeng

into  contact with
compound.

““Hindus like you and me who
have in our homes certain places
kept apart sacred for serpents should
abhor chemistry, for we are asked
in the laboratory to dally with
serpents. There is a substance known
as mercuric sulphocyanide which on
heating literally evolves serpents.—
real, lifelike serpents that make a
hissing sound and seem to come to-
wards you to bite you. When com.
bustion has taken place, something
like a slough, glistening and glimmer_
ing, is left behind. Conical sticks of
this sulphocyanide are sold in the
bazar as “‘Pharoah’s Serpents’. To
speak the naked truth, one cannot
conscientiously attend

comes

- chemistry

lectures; so bewildering is chemcial




nomenclature. When the learned
professor speaks of ‘‘haematite” you
might think of the civilization of the
African hemitic race; ‘‘franklinite”
will perhaps recall to you the late
Benjamin Franklin and his activities,
Palladium might make your mind
dwell upon the feasibility of having
a paladinat your beck and call; the
kingdom of Columbia and the classi .
cal Tantalus may occupy your im-
agination as you hear that Columbium
and Tantalum belong to the same
family, while the vision of William
Kaiser may come before your mind’s
eye as the lecturer expatiates on
Kieserite; with dread you may shud-
der as you listen to the properties of
“wulfnite” (for the wolfis no pet
animal); ‘orpiment’'would induce your
_tongue to water profusely since its
pronunciation is like that of “pep_
permint” and you might inwardly
shiver with arepulsive fear as you
are made to understand that charcoal
is prepared by the destructive
distillation of human blood.

Equally bwildering is Physics
also; perhaps it is perverse to a high
 degree. What a shock would your
ideology experience if you are told
« that there exists in this world the
phenomenon of diffusion; a lighter
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gasresiding in a lower stratum, while
a gas of higher density goes up when
the two are mixed together. When
you are shown that pale colouration
in the crookes tube as a vapour is
rarefied there ,won’t your superstition
as to the existence of ghosts be con- -
firmed.? Looking through the spectro.
meter at the solar spectrum, how can
you account for the dark lines seen
there? Isit not a contradiction to
your conception of the sun as an
unstigmatic brilliant orb? ;

Coming to practical details, 1
can assure you that the litmus won’t
turn red, the tangent screw won’t
work, the manometer would be leaky
and siliver chloride will not be
precipitated ——"

Vimma Interrupted me. “Thank
you, ’said she, “Thank you for your
illuminating lecture. I have made
up my mind?”’ :

“What be it?” I eagerly put in.

“i am going to be a first_group
student” '

Before 1 could recover from
this verbal blow, she rustled out of
my study humming a soft tune.

“May you get Zero in your
examinations!”’. | bawled out, being
completely exasperated,
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A Timely Warning.

(B. M. Komattil—II. U. C.)

It was evening. The golden
rays of the setting sun piercing
spearlike through the foliage cast an
unearthly radiance over the lands.
cape. A softbreeze sprang up, cool.
ing the burning air after the heat of
the day and bringing with it the
odours of a thousand flowers. A
regal glory of shifting colours blazed

on the brow of evening. The sky
presented a charming spectacle.
Gradually the aspect " of the

heavens began to change. Thick
masses of dark clouds appeared in
the sky. The soft breeze became
wild and shrieking. The trees rock_
ed backwards and forwards crash-
ing their branches madly together.
The massive clouds in the sky burst
with a roar of thunder; and down
came the rain in torrents twisting
round and round, faster and faster,
heavier and thicker, till there seemed
_ no clear space in the air.

‘The roads seemed deserted ex-
cept for a few stragglers and
vagabonds. Among these went a
man with hasty steps. He scemed
not to feel the pelting of the wind
and rain. He continued his way and
reached a shop with a faint light
inside. Before that shop stood a
stripling of sixteen or seventeen.

He appeared to be a pillar fixed on
the spot. Such was the fury of the
wind and rain that it was a wonder
to see him standing there. But he
seemed not to feel the awkwardness
of his situation. Who was this youth?
Why did he stand there alone, and
for what purpose? Not to make a
mystery of it, be it said that he was
a picketing volunteer and the shop
before which he stood was a liquor
shop.

The wayfarer whose steps we
have been following and whose name
was Rama, halted before the shop
an? was about to enter i, when the
volunteer with his hands clasped in
supplication advanced a step for-
ward and with piteous appeal
entreated him to desist from entering
the shop, and to satisfy his thirst by
drinking coffee instead. Rama flew

“into a fury at these words began to

pour down a volley, of abuses and
curses upon the volunteer, and

brushing past the supplicant entered
the shop.

Presently a second man and a

* third entered the shop; and more
followed. Some heard the volunteer’s

appeals, some spurned him, some

cursed him and some went back.
When Rama entered the shop, a




loathesome spectacle presented itself
before him. - Bacchus held his high
carnival there. [t wasvain to look
for any signs of health or evidence
of gladness. Disease, wretchedness
and misery seemed to have taken
the place into their keeping. The
atmosphere, rendered physically

pestilential by the fetid breaths of

loathesome beggars, habitual drun-.

kards and filthy vagrants, was
morally polluted by the disgusting
obscenities of conversation, ribald
songs, shocking blasphemies and
horrible Upon the
floor in one corner sprawled a fellow
in a beastly state of intoxication
giving vent to the most fearful im-
precations on account of the nauseous
vomit discharged by another from a
stomach overladen with drink. A
loathesome beggar, clad in rags and
covered with filth, was vocilerating
a song of the gutter and picking
vermin from off his garments. The
porter who picked up a scanty living
by carrying heavy loads all day long
. was there to load his inside. The
_ poor labourer exhausted by hard
labour in the fields had come there
to invest the little money he got by
toil. The beggar who derived his
small income begging from door to
door was there to waste it away and
make more room in his pouch. Be-
sides these, there were the thief, the
vagabond, and the afflicted and
miserable. Some rich and aristocra.
tic persons were also there, The

imprecations.

(25
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majority of wealthy people however,
would send their servants to procure
high_class liquor which the indulgent
shop-keepers sold in fine bottles at
high prices. The few rich persons
who were in the shop had come in

disguise and with great caution,

because they were young people and

were afraid that if their parents or
other members of the family came
to know of it they would be severely
taken to task. To procure liquor
no means was left untried. Every
article of domestic confort, even to
the smallest and meanest portions of
raiment, wascarried to the shop and
pawned to obtain a dram of drink.
If liquor had been milk or the elixir
of life instead of the bane and poi-
son which it is, such pains would
not have been displayed to procure
it.

Rama was a stranger to the
shop and to that country. He was
in affluent circumstances, and used
to drink only high-—class liquor in
gaily-labelled bottles procured from
big shops. He had come to the

village on business and when even.
ing came on he sorely missed his
bottle. He found no big shops.
So he determined to enter the best
among the low shops: The sight of
the occupants inside, the obscenity
of their conversation, the foulness
of the place, all produced a feeling
of disgust which he did not take the
trouble of concealing. The volunteer
saw this, and collecting all the powers
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of persuasion he could command, he
addressed him thus from outside:—

“Dear brother! maddening,
maddening, as well as death—
dealing, is the influence of drink.
Men forget their wives, women
their husbands, and children
their aged parents, and haunt the
liquor shops. There the labourer
expends the little money he hasgotby
hard labour which ought to have
saved a whole family from utter pen-
ury, and when after he has drunk to
his heart’s content he returns home his
wife and children gather round him
hoping that he has brought something
to allay their hunger. Then he gets
wild with intoxication and curses
and beats them. Later when he has
become sober he regrets his madness.
The next day the same thing happens.
I know the instance of a man
of thirty—five or forty. He was
healthy, handsome and majestic
in appearance. He soon fell a victim
to the evil habit of drinking. Day
by day he grew emaciated, haggard
in countenance, with blear
trembling in every limb. He was
‘hardly forty, but looked sixty. He
might have continued to be a
happy healthy man had he not
fallen a victim to drink. Yet he
persisted in saying that drink gave
him no harm, but did him good.
Drink consumed his property, redu-
ed him to rags; it made him a skele-
ton, pulled out his teeth, dimmed

eyes, .

the fire of hiseyes, and heaped upon
him all kinds of diseases until at last
he died at the age of forty.

“These are the effects of liquor.
It is strong drink that destroys do-
mestic peace, ruins female virtue,
conducts the tradesman to ruin,
opens the gates of the mad house,
throws chains around the criminal,
inspires the wicked with courage to
perpetrate crimes, and placesa bar
across the portals of Heaven. From
the liquor. glass myriads have drunk
damnation. Drink is the cause of
strife, of disease and death. The
anguish of neglected wives, the
piteous cries of children famishing
through want of food, the last prayer
of the malefactor upon the gibbet,
the anathema of the felon whose
chains clank in the prison-yard, the
woes of an existence lingered out in
the workhouse, the howls of
lunatics, the dying murmurs of
suicide, the remorseful whisperings
of the lost girl’s conscience, the
wounds, the tears, the oaths, the
shrieks the screams, the wails—all,
all the tokens of human misery
which now exist before you, are
brought about by drink

When Rama heard these words
he stayed no longer. His conscience

smote him for his past conduct. He
got down from the shop and asking

pardon for his objurgations went .

away.

— e
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THE LITERARY UNION.

The Literary Union was put in-
to working order early in the term
with‘the following office_bearers:—
Ex officio President: The Principal
Vice-Presidents:

Mr. P. Ramanathan M. A.

> V. Sankarankutty Menon B. A.
(Hons )
Secretaries:
K. Govinda Menon (1IV._U.C.))
T. C. Balakrishna Menon (I. U. C)

Committee HCembers:
N. Mir Hussain Vot C)
1. Kesava Menon CHEU &)
E. M. S. Namboodripad(Ill. U. C.)

A. Devan Nair CH=LE
P P. Vaithyanathan (I, U.Co
T. F. Joseph = )

Inaugural address—The in.
augural address was delivered on
July 10, byMr. A R. Edington, a
first-rate engineer fromEdinburgh.He
-spoke on ‘The Broad Gauge and
its Economic [mportance’, referring
to such mighty issues as the Cochin
Harbour Scheme and the Trichur—
Kollengode connection Project. The
speech was full of substance and
very instructive.

Dr. Poduval's Address.—On
the 17th of July, a general address
on ‘Some Aspects of Education’
was given to the members of the

Union by Captain A.R. Podu-
val, MR C=S=zkx R. P; the

Principal presiding. With his chara-
cteristic raciness of diction and wise

practicality enriched by wit and
anecdote Captain Poduval exercised
his spell upon the juvenile audience,
touching lightly upon topics like
economic prudence, curtailing the
growing daily wants, cultivating a
healthy constitution, the develop.
ment of indigenous handicralfts, and

the acquirement of a consistent
character. The members of the

Union are _thankful to him for his
wise suggestions.
MaulanaZaffarAliKhan’s speech—
On the 17th of August, the distin_
guished national worker and journa.
list, Maulana Zaffar Ali Khan, paid
us a visit, and was conducted to the
stage-hall where the Staff and the
students of the College, with a fair
sprinkling of the clite of the town,
were eagerly awaiting him. The Mau-
lana spoke on the current political
problems of India, and referred
among other things to the policy of
White Imperialism, the Gandhi:

[rwin pact, the communal tension,
the curses of orthodox untouchability

and unapproachability. Every word
was stamped with sincerity and made
an abiding impression on the
audience. -
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Greetings to the Principal:—
On the 12th. of August the Staff
and the students of theCollege assem-
bled in the hall to convey their
cordial felicitations to Rev. Fr. J.
Palocaran. M. A. (Edin.) Principal
and Ex officio President of the
Union, on the eve of his Patron
Saints’ day. After an exquisite array
of “Mangala Slokas”, an address,
printed on Khadi, was presented to
him. Prof. S. Rama Iyer,M. A. L.T.
wished the Principal on behalf of
the Staff and about half a dozen
members of the Union spoke for the
students. Our beloved Principal then
rose amidst cheers, and with his
native urbanity accepted the good
wishes in the right spirit. He held
aloft fo us the ideals of intensive and
sustained effort and a steady char.
acter.

ORDINARY MEETINGS

23rd Juiy’, 193 1.
Subject: *“ The Cult of Khaddar”
Essayist: K- Balakrishna Marar (cl. IV)

Chairman; Mr. E. Ikkanda Warrier,
B.AB M. 1LiCo

31st July.

Subjeet: saflapaiflego mo@“]wgmmwo,;o

Essayist: P, Sankaran Elayath (cl* [V)

Chairman:Mr. A. Rama Poduval,B,A;B L.

5 th. August

Subje-t: Power of the Ptatform versus the
Power of the Press.

22

Opener: N. T Uthup (el IV)

Opposer: K, M, Mathai (cl. 1V)

Chairm.n: Mr. A.E. James, M. A L. T.

20th. August

Subject: ™ABIWAL T ® 1o @YQID)320
@ey3wo)

Opener; K- K. Kunjunny Menon (cl- Ifl)

Opposer: V. Koman Nair (cl. 1)
Chairman: Mr- K.. V. Raghavan Nair:

Joint Secretaries,
K- Govinda Menon-
T- C. Balakrishna Menon:

A butcher who used to get mutton for commission sale from. a slaughter—

house, decided to set up a slaughter—house himself.

He accordingly wired to the -

house with which he had done business:—"“Don’t send any more mutton. | am gomg

to slaughter, myself.”

The same day he got a telegram back:— “Don’t commit

accounts are settled.”

suicide until all
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THE COLLEGE PASS LIST.
B. A. Degree Examination. March— April, 1931.

COMPLETE PASSES.

1. Narayanan P. K. 7 Viswambaran T. R.
2nd class in Part II Sanskrit & Ist class in 2nd class in Part IIl. (Economics.)
Part iii.(9th in the Presidency in math.) 8 Viswanathan T. S,
9 Hariharan N. S.
10 Krishna Iyer T. K,

11 Narayanan A.
2nd class in Part Il Sanskirt & 2nd class in
Part IIL. [Economics.]

. Balasubramanian T. V.
3. Job. V.
2nd class in Part. IIl. [Economics.]
4. Krishnan Ezhuthachen V. R.

Ist class in Part Il (2nd in the Presidency) {7 Patameswaran A1

Achuthan C,
J- V. Akkarapatty.

2nd classs in Part. III. (Economics.)

[Economics.] 13
5. Madhava Menon V. 14

6. Sivaraman S,

PART OR PARTS PASSED.

1. Sankaran N, V. III 13 Kesava Kymal K. 1l & [l
2, Krishnan P.V. 1 &1l 14 Madhava Menon K- II
2nd class in Part. I (Sanskit) & 2nd 19 Mahadevan V. ML I & 1T oo

class in Part, Il. Mathe] 16 Pylo P. J. : l!& 11
3. Chands ot | : 17 Raphael K, K. 111 =
’ = 18 Narayanan Nambisan T. 1]
= 19 Raman V- P- II & Il
e 1 2nd class in Part. [ll. [Economics.]
P T 70 Bankaren KA
I & 1l 21

Devassykutty P K. & ll:

~ 7. Abdulla P. George P. 1. 1il
. 2nd class in Part. lII. [Economics.] 22 John AV, 111
8. Achuthan Nair V. II & I1I 23 Joseph K. 1. Il
9. Ayyappan Nair C. P. I o Pade e s =
10- Appukuttan M, Il 25 Krishna Warrier K. [II
11. Balakrishnan Menon P. IlI 26 Kumaran Panikét C P. III
12 27

Raphael K- T: 1
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Intermediate Examination.
FIRST CLASSES.

I Achuthan C. (cef) 10 Kesava Menon L. [3
2 Bhaskaran M. (,,) 11 Rama Pisharody K. (¢ f)
3 RamanT.G. (,) 11 Subramanian C, S. (c e)
4 Kunjunni K.K.(bcef) 13 Venkataraman M. S. (c f)
5 KochappuP. A.(cef) - 14 Sankaran Nambudiripad E. (b i)
6 Kunhankutten P- (,,) 15 Krishnan K. R. (f)
7 Sangameswaran S- (e f) 16 Sivasubramanian V- R,
8 SubramanianC, N, (c ) 17 Radhakrishnan E. P, (b)
9 Velayudhan E. S- (f) ~ 18 Sankaran M- V.
SECOND CLASSES.
19 Anantharaman K. K. : 42 Manikkankutti P. [£]
20 Balakrishnan K. (P 43 Paul Varghese T, [£]
21 lpe . C H i - 44 Gopalan C.
22 Joseph P, G. ©) 25— Jacob—T+=1~
23 Krishnan T. C, 46 Joseph C. E., ~
24 Madhavan Unni A. K. (P 47 Krishnan K,
25 Parameswaran S. (f) : 48 Louis C,
26 Ramankutti Ezhuthachen K- ~ 49 Poulome O- V-
27 Rama Menon K- 50 Rama Menon, E.
28 Sankara Varier K, V. 51 Rama Menon K, P.
29 Venkatachalam V. D. (c¢) 52 Achuthan K, T. ‘
30 Francis C. P. (€3) 53 Alexander T. K. [g]
31 Gopalan P. €3] - 54 Chakko C. P.
32 Covindan F. 55 Joseph M. V.
33 Mahadevalyer P.P. ) 56 Ramachandran P- M.
34 Narayana Marar T. : 57 Sankaran U. =
35 Ramanathan K. A. (c.f) ' 58 Thomas A- M.
36 Sitaraman T.B,  [f] 59 Brahmadathan Nanbudiripad K. M-
37 Srivatsan P. ' [ - . 60 Kandunni P- K. [gi]

Subramanian M. K- — [f] : ~ 61 Madhava Marar P-
_ Raghavan K. K. - 62 Madhavan K. V. 4
- Kelukutti Menon. P. : -~ 63 Narayanan Namqui'r'_i P.S. [b]

. Kujipalu T. L. 64 Subramanian T-S.
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PART OR PARTS PASSED.

I Chakko A. T. 1 28 Viraraghavan A. V. I&II
2 Devassy K. M. [ &I1 29 George T. U, 2N
3 George P.C. I. - 30 Vaidyanathan C. V. I&1II
4 George T T. | 31 Divakaran Nambudiripad K. C, 1 &1
5 Gopala Ménon V. I 32 George P. P. s
6. Govinda Menon K. M, 1 33 Mathew K_F- I
7 Krishman T. A, & 111 34 Appan K. S. I
8 Kariyan C. T. I & II i35 Kb i I & 1T
9 Madhavan M. 1&ll 36 Deva.ssy o3 I& 11
100 Madhavan V. I & 111 37 Gopala Menon K- 1&1ID
Il Narayanan Nanbisan K. V. [l 38 ]osépﬁ N 1
12 Narayanan Nanbisan N. [1&ll 39 Mathew K. V, 1&10
13 Porinchu M. A. I & 10 40 Porinchoo T. O. 1& 10
14 Raghavan M. I & 1] 41 Sridaraan P. . I&1IT
15 Raphael V. A. I 42 Velayudha Menon M. 1 & 1II
16 SankaranT. 111 43 Zachariah P. Z. 1.
17 Sankaranarayanan T. | 44 Krishnan E. P, I&I
18 Seshan K. S. 11 45 Allesu M. P, I& 1
19 Varghese M. L. I & 11 46 Antony P. T. il & 11T
20 Ananthapadmanabhan T.S. [ & Il 47 Devassy P K. .
21 Balakrishnan A.P.  1& I 98- Coyiridan Ko K. 1
22 'Damodaran; N. [ & 11 49 »_Jascp};fcf'A. cieo A& IL
23 Godavarma Raja-P.R. [ & il ' 50: ;;Pédmanabhan,M. sls Bads
24 Hari K R. & 11 - 51" Govindakutti U. 1-& 1L
‘25 Kuttikrishnan K. -8l = 52 Krishnankutti K. i
26 Parameswaran A, 11 53 Krishnan Nambudiri M. S, I& -II
B S kara Menon K. I & 11 54 Viraraghavan iy I&1I
BN Distinctions
a=English; b=Second Langnage; c=Mathematics  e=Physics;

f=Chemistry; g = Ancient History; h=Modern History; i= I_ndian vHirst‘ory; ]=Lc)-gico :

-

e |
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THE COLLEGE DIARY.
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May [931.

Promotions—All the students of
the Junior B. A. class were promoted.
In the Junior Intermediate class out
of 136 Students 6 were detained.

Universily &xamination—I125
students sent up for the
Intermediate Exam, of whom 64
secured full pass. In part! the
percentage of passes was 84, in part
[1,80; and in part IIl, 59. There
were [8 First classes and 55distinct-
ions. For the B. A. Degree Exam.
ination 46 were sent up for the
whole Exam. There were 16 full
passes. In part | the -percentage of
passes was 48, in part [l 7l'and in
part I11 77. In part 11 (Sanskrit) there
were 3 Second classes  and in part
111 (Mathematics) [ First class and
I Second class & in Econcmics
I First class and 6 Sccond classes,
P.K. Narayanan and V. R. Krishnan
Ezhuthachen taking rank as Oth.
& 2 nd. in the Presidency in Mathe-
matics and Economics respectively.
ol S S

were

The College reopened after the
long vacation. There were 159

admissions in Junior Intermediate

‘and 80 in Junior B. A: The total

strength of the College this year is
419,1V U.C. 56, 111 U.C.80,11U.C.
124& 1 U, C. 159. Staff- Messrs.
N. S. Venguswamy B. A. (Hons)
(Eng. Tutor), V.Krishna Menon
B. A. (Hons) (Physics asst Lecturer).
P. Krishnan Kartha B. A. (Mal. asst.
Lecturer) and P. P. Thomas B. A;
(Chemistry Demonstrator) left the

College. Messrs. V. Sankarankutty

Menon . B. A. (Hons) (Old boy)s
P.C. Devassia B. A., V. K. Chacko
B. A. (Old boy) and Rev. Joseph
Kallingal M. A.were appointed as
Eng. Tutor, Mal. asst. Lecturer,
Chemistry Demonstrator and Physics
asst. Lecturer respectively.

S S
St. Thomas’ Day.
138031

Feast of the Patron Saint of the
Principal—meeting — ‘At Home’ by
Staff.

197 =3

College reopened after Onam.

9_-9_6F

First Ferm Exam.
14-9--°37.

September lniversity Exam.
16—-9__281.

Second Term Commences.

1 ;
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