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“Don’t let all your energzes be spem‘ up in senti- -

mental outburst, .but translate them ‘into action. You.
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" & ataram’ be now replaced by ‘Bande Bhrataram’.
 Feither by waving the national flag nor by spinning
your allotted quota of cotton on the Charka, can you
win Swara/, but only by constructive work for the
masses, only by actual service fo your fellow-_country-

w% ~men _.can you achieve it” ;

* have had enough of ‘Bande SWataram’. Let ‘Bande g



- ber of indigenous

- gestion of all value.

NHE Nambutivis = call themgelves
AN.L Brahmins implying theleby
direct and unbroken descent from the
Aryans of Upper India,,free from any

~ admixture of non-Aryan blood. They hold

themselves aloof from the Dravida Brah-

‘The Coming of the Nambutiris,

By .‘7{ ‘D Hrishna f?yer, Wt 1T

mmq whom thev regard as a mixed stock.

Sir W. Hunter }10“6‘\’01 doeg not re-
gard them as Aryans af all. He accepts
the tradition current in the Canarese
coast that Pasasurama invested a num-
fishermen with the
sacred thread, and the Nambutiris of the
present day ave their descendants.
support of this view he points to thé

i) pe;cuha,l vite of catching fish which forms

parb of their marriage ceremonies. *On
the fifth day after the warriage, the
bride and brudemoom, after their bath,
go through the pretence of catching fish
with the veil or the covering cloth of the
bride. This is interpreted as a relic

ditgry occupation of the ancestors of the
Nambutiris. There are however two
circumstances connected with this quaint
rite which reb Sir W. Hunter’s sug-
Whilé the *cere-

. mony is gone through, a Brahmachari,

“‘who is hloutrht to witness it,

* and ’cows.”’L

by the bude-gmmn 7
what dost thou see 9 He replies, “sons

The fishes are therefore

regarded as emblematic of fertility and

perform this rite. 4

wealth. In the second place, all the

Nambutiris do not performy this ceremony

but only those following the sutras’ of
Bauddha.yan& And all those who belong

In

" preserved in symbolic ritual of the here: *

"meftsmements _pronounces them. as the-
is asked

ey Bmhmmchmu :

to the Bfmddhm ana sutra, both Na.mbu-' :

tiris and Dreavida Bmhmmq have to

T ¢ M10°00 WD 2ISHY, BN le@INe, E2) %, 1.’0,

"strove to obtain for their sraddha.

- what extent the claim of the commu

Even if this be considered as a relic of
the occupation of the.community it does
not militate against its Aryan orvigin.
Those who" are familiar with the epics
know that for a long time fish and flesh
formed part of a Brahmin's- food. Veni-
son was a delicacy. which ' the Brahmins
In
fact it was only after the Sakya Muni.
-preached the doctrine of ahimsa and
godpel of unWequfﬂ love that the Brah-
mins, to protect themselves against the
taunts of the Buddhists, banned the use
of flesh and fish.1

The Nambutiris are divided into gotrasy
called after the Vedic Rishis and not
after animal and plant totems as is the
case with some of the ‘backward commu-
nities of Canara ; their daily life and rites.
are regulated by the sutras of Bauddha-
yanayg Aswalamnm Kausitaka, Jaimini and
Apastambha. When we consider further
the fact that their rules of exogamy and
mode of inherltance, except for the pro-
hibition of pa,rtltlon, dare identical with
those of ancjent Aryans it is ,difficult*to"
deny Aryan ancestry to the. Nambutivis.
Fawcett, on the basis of anthropometrical

M

truest Aryans in Southern India 3
" It is however impossibje to say no?ggﬁe

to purity of. race can be subqtant:a,ted
Those who are 'chua.mted with the his-
tory of Aryan expansion in Tndia will n
hazaard any unqualified assertion ‘on
subject. A glance at.the ethnic map of
Indla, wﬂl show the contrast between

1 bhamu. Sastri, Evolution of Caste,
L Tmsw a, Atri, Viswamitra, Gautama, Jum&d&ﬁﬂ'
Vasis ta ha,nslnkm ‘cltsn. Kaundinya, Ma,nu: ;
Bh‘ugma Harita, Bhamdwa}a
3. Madras ‘\Iu=eum Lultotm




- Hindustan and South India in this res-
péct. The racial type in Northern India
is pwdommantly Aryan, that in South
- India is purely Dravidian. :The Aryans
were so numerous.in Hindustan as to
impose their racial characteristics.on the
riginal inhabitants, if not to supplant .
them entirely. The Aryans who crossed
the Vindhyas were too few to modify
the racial features of the emstmﬂ” inhabi-
tants. For by the time Hindustan was
oceupied, the stream of migration from
the Tranian plateau had dried’up, the
impulse to wholesale movement. of the
people had exhansted itself.. The Arya-
nigation of North India wasaccomplished
by the settlement.of the Avyan tribes,
the Arvyanisation of South ‘India was,
rather in the nature of the spread 0['
Avyan gulture by enterprising colonists.
Brahutin Rishis Tike Agastya crossed the
Vindhyas at the head of their pupils and
founded settlements at, cnm‘ement places
along ‘the river * banks. Some of these '
bands brought. with them their women-
folk and chlldren ‘others  married "the
women of the cquntl y and confererd upon
them the status of Brahmans.

~ + Those who -claim. purity of blood fm
~the Nambutiris assert that they came’
here with their women folk,. pointing tn
their p ruda]z system as a device to pro-
tect them fmm the gaze of strangers and
as n sign’of their regaird for the honour
and c]n:tlty of their women. ’I‘he_s7 also®
paint, as additional evidence in their
fayour, to their separation from the Tuln
#hmins along with- whom they had
tituted the original m\tv four settle-
ats of Pmmnumnn. * Intermarriaze
inte-dining  with the thirty-two
1emente of the Tuln Brghmans were
i off on‘acconunt of their violation of
strict caste rules.l The opponents of
. view ‘may very .well point to the
10ns cm'l'ent in Konkan and Canaaafl

eralolpathl {Mangs,lnre Edition). Bl
slanual of S:%Canara, Pages 56-57.

~ the sea, brought a poor Brahmin from the

from Varuna or the ocean-god,. brought t

l]efl: the,country and ' went back to their

of deaths in certain Nava,l; tmwade

After all the question is of little practical
importance. Purity of race does' not

count as an essential factor in the great-

ness of a nation: for the English are a
mixed race. Pride of birth is suicidal to

a community if it breeds arrogance, and

is conducive to greatness only if it ms'pueg?

its members to emnlate fheir ‘ancestors ’
in noble deeds and glorious achievements.

There ‘are two versions, aboit the
advent of the- Nambutiris into Kerala.
Kemlau in those days denoted the country
between Gokarnam and Cape Comoun
and'it was only later on that the name
was restricted to the country between :
Puthuppattanam in the ‘present Kurum-
bravad taluk and Kannetti in the Kotta-
vamn taluk of the Travancore State.
Accmdmu to the 11mnlnmahahm;m;z B
work ~written in indifferent . Sanskrit,
Parasurama, after recovering Kerala from

shmi‘e% of the Kistna: river. This ,man
had eight sons, and the eldest was made
head of all the Bla,hmms of Kerala, and
located at Trichur ‘in the Cochin Qt&te

Other Brahmins were next brought.and i
. settled in sixty-four gramams or Vlll&ﬂ'es R
Ships with seeds and animals next came, g |

also eighteen Samantas, also V'Lm as, a.nd :
Snflms and the low castes.1

Acc'ord ing to Ker a,Zolpatn a work of the
early seventeenth century in Malayalam, .
Parasurama, after reclaiming "Kerala *

Brahmins from various pfu't% and settled:
them on the land. But on account of the
molestation of the Nagas (both serpents * .
and the indigenous Naga? people), they

origial homes. Therefore Parasurama
brought Arvva Brahmans from Ahich-
chatram,? near Samantapanchakam,?
a,nd settled them in sixty-four vil'ages

L Lnga.n *Malabir Manual, Vol. I, p, 991,
Identified as Nava.rs (&g 50 rmcm
®oad, eHvp 0, @apo 6).

3. Abikshetra in bhe Rohilkund d:st.nct
4. Kur‘ukshetra S

o
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beginning fyom Gokarnam. He made a
gift of the land to them, saying “Enjoy
as priests and* warriors,’’1 G

Of the two, the Keralopathi version
deserves more credence. For itis jm-
possible for the' Brahmins coming from
the north to begin their penetration of
Kerala from Trichur. Till the English
opened up Cuftack and: Orissa, the high
road from the north to the south lay
through Vidica (Fastern Malwa), Ujjain,
Mahishmati, Vidarbha and Asmaka on the
banks of the Godavari. Tt was by this
route that Agastya came to the Decdan,
- Rama came fo Kishkinda and Nakula led

his armies to the conquest of the south. '

The east coast was reached from Asmaka
through more than one route—one ran
. along the banks of the Godavari, another

‘followed the Kistna, a third skirted the
foot of the Ghats, and descending the
Mysore plateau reached. Mahendragiri
from the top of which Hanuman made
- his leap to Ceylon. At the same time

another track crossed the Ghatd near

Nasik or Gokarnam giving access to the
West Coast strip.
that the niissionaries ' of Asoka came to
Satyapubra or Kuntaladesa and Kerala-

putra to spread the gospel of ahimsa.

The Vampa Moriyar, identified with the

tribe of the Moriyas, came by the same

route, over-ran Tulunad, and proceeding
by way “of Coorg descended upon the
- Carnatic in the first century B. C. And
if Parasurama’s Brahmins: came from Ahi-

chhatram, they must have crossed the |

Ghats to the west coast, and adopted the
route followed centuries afterwards by
Asoka’s missionaries and the Moriyas.
Logan, following the authors of the
_ Gujarat and Canara Gazetteers, is, not
: ]‘)L'SPal'ed to recognise Ahichchatram as
theé' original seat of the Nambutiris.2

According to him they came from Gujarat.

by sea sometime after the Arab, oceupa-
. tion of Sind in 714 A. D. He advances

1. “eanem@aiw] olonos @oentlay oo
; Codh (EBOE3 0O @0%0 5).
2. Malabar Manual, Vol. I, pp. 274-6.

_ously

_for the country round about Gokarnam
. is Haiga or Haviga, the vernacular equi-

It was by this route -

Naduvattam in the present Palghat taly

_subjugated territory. And their “houses

many arguments in support of his view,

all of which however have been vigor-

assailed. 1 Two  circumstances,

which ave however overlooked by " his

learned critics, render Togan’s position,
ugtenable. In the first place, the Nam-

butivis had advanced as far south as

Chowghat, in the first half of the first *
century of the Christian era. For among

the people comnverted by St. Thomas?

were the Nambutiris belonging to the

Nedumpalli and Kottakali illoms, and the

churches of Kottakkavu (modern Para-

vur) and Palur (near Chowghat) were

erected on the site of and out of the

materials of the Nambutiri temples at '
those places. Therefore the impulse to s
the migration of the Nambutiris could. ¥

not have been derived from the Muham.-
madan invasions. 3

In the secod place, the Canarese name

valent of the Sanskrit Ahikshetra or

the land of the snakes. The author

of the Canara Gazetteer® says that
Haiga was’ rendered into Ahikshetra -«
which led the Brahmin settlers to trace

their origin from - Ahikshetra in the
Rohilkund district.  But - the history of,
colonisation furnishes us with an easy,
straightforward explanation. It was a’
common ° practice’ for the colonists to

name the new' town after thé old. Tt _
was one way of showing their attachment .
to the mother  city. In-ancient days

there weve two Pataliputras, one the
capital of Magadha, the other in S, India,

which is now in . ruins on the Arkona
Katpadi railway lirte, a Pratishtana
the confluence of the Jumna and the
Ganges and another on the Godavari,
The Zamorin, when he -conquered the

settled a number of Nayars in the’ newly

=

- K.P. Padmanabha Menon, History of Kerala:
Vol. I, pp. 42-75

. 50-51A. D.
Canara Gazetteer, p. 117, notes

Se}
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were given the same name as their orit .

ginal tarawads.l ‘So common, it may be
even said, so nafural was this practice

that if we come across two villages bear-

ing the same name we will not be wrong
in holding one of them as an offshoot of
the other. : Mo
- Now comes the question, was Parasu-
“rama), whoni all traditions agree ih repre-
senting as the leader of'the Brahmins, a
historical figure ? Till now it has been
~answered in the negative. . Buf. the
grounds on ‘which it is based "are not
- sufficient.  Of course there are exagge-
rations and inconsistencies in the Para-
-surama legend 'as given in the various
Puranas and epics: Modern research
- however ‘has revealed to us that our
legends have most of them a historic
foundation, and if we patiently probe
beneath the legendary encrustation it is
possible to-pick out the underlying truth.
. Those who dismiss Parasurama as a
pure myth do not seem tq have consider-
ed all the evidence against them. Naha-
~pana ksharata, who reigned from 78 to
120 A.D. claimed to be a reincarnation

of Parasurama ; because like the Pauranic’

~ hero he founded a* kingdom in the Konkan

and defeated the Andhras who belonged
~to the Haihaya race against whom. Para-
~ surama carried on g war of extermination.
The Brahma Kshatris of Gujarat say
that they are the descendants of Ksha-
triya women, who, at the time of Para-
surama’s massacre, saved themselves by
passing off as Brahmin worhen.2
Bhavsaras another Kshatriya community
say that their ancestors escaped Parasu-
rama’s fury by hiding themselves in a
mata’s temple.3 The Golas, descendants

~—of some Rajputs of Chitor say that by

calling themselves golas or slaves ‘they

were able to avert. the wrath of.the .

. Brahmin warrior.t These stories, by no
means flattering to the people concerned,

Kuthiravattath Nayar for example,
Bombay Gazetteer, Gujarat, Part I, p. 6.
Ibid, p. 177. p
Ibid, p. 188.

e 00 O
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show that in Central India Parasurama
18 regarded as a historical ficure.

In South India itself there is some -

evidence which cannot be negleted. The
Tamil Brahmins, who cannot be accused
of any bias towards the Nambutiri
Brahmins, refer to' the country in their
samkalpams by the name of Parasurama
Kshetram. Just as'America is the land
discovered by Amerigo, Parasurama
Kshetram may be interpreted as the land
discovered or cleared by Parasurama.

Further, in Malabar, till recently there
Wwas an era called ‘after Parasurama. Dr.

- Buchanan says ““Years .are reckoned in

Malabar according to the Parasurama
era.”’l Dr..Day, writing in 1863, Says
“Time is reckoned here by the era of
Parasuwrama divided info’ cycles.”2 “This
era,” says Warren, “is reckoned in cycles
of thousand years, each of which begins

on the sun’s entrance in the sign of.
- Kanya (Indian Virgo)”.3

L Cunningham
gives the initial dates of the three cycles
which have expiréd as 1176 B: C., 176 B.
C. and 824 A.D. and says that the fourth
cycle ought to have begun in 1824 A D 4
It must be noted here that the year 824
A.D., the first year of the third eycle

-corresponds with the first year of the

Kollam Andu Varsham and Burgess reg-

ards the Kollam Andw as another name’
for the Parasurama cycle. The Kollam ;

Andu has nothing to do with the founding
of Quilon ,or the promulgation by the
Nambutiris, of the tenets of Sankar-
acharya. Itis the system of reckoning
the years of the Parasurama cycle accord-
Ing to the decision of the.conference of
astronomers: which met at’ quilon.

In the' face of all these 'evidences
taken together we cannot lightly dismiss
Parasuramaas a mythical god. % ‘
_'Parasurama "was the youngest of the

five .sons of Jamadagni, ‘and srelated

1.. Tour through Mysore, Malabar and Canara, Vol.
L P55 v 2 :

Land of the Perumauls, p-378. i

Kalasankalita, p. 374.* ¥

Book of Indian. Eras, p- 38 .

Lot
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through his mother .and grandmother
with the royal houses of Kosala and
Kanauj. His ancestors were well-versed
not only in the Vedas but also in the use
of bow and arrow, and other weapons of
war. For -Bhrigu was not only the
auther of some of the Rig Vedic hymns
but the inventor of the famous Bhargava
‘astram. His son, Richika, possessed a
bow, so marvellous that it was considered
to be a gift from Vishnu. Kartavirya,
the Haihaya king of Mahismati, coveted
this bow and the precious cow!: of Jama-
_ dagni. The king could not get at the
bow, but carried away the ‘cow, at the
same time destroying the trees of the
- hermitage. For this wanton crime Para-
surama’ killed Kartavirya, and Karta-
virya's " sons retaliated . by . killing
Jamadagni, whereupon Parasurama swore
to extirpate the ruling race.  After
~destroying the Kshatrivas of Central
India he proceeded tc Ayodhya,
Prince Rama he found more than his
match. Discomfited by him, Parasuraina
retived from North India and came to
Gokarnam across the Ghauts. Those,
who accompanied him, the first batch of
immigrants, did not'stay. So Parasurama
brought another set of Brahins, this
time from Ahikshetra. In the present
dtate of our evidence it is not possible to
say whether the remaining sixty-three
villages were founded by Parasurama or
by the Brahmin immigrants to Gokarnam
and their descendants, or by those who
came in their wake. - :

Dr. Shama Sastri holds that Parasu-
rama ust have lived at about 1700
B.C.2 This js the date given by Pargiter
also®. But tlhie initial date of the first
Parasurama cycle is 1176 B.C.
ever date we adopt, Parasurama could
not have lived much later than when the
last of the Rig Veda hymms was com-
posed. * Even if we reject the authority
which attributes a hymn to Parasurama,

1. According to Dr, Shama Sastri, the saint’s wife.
2. Evolution of Indian Castes. :
8. Early Indian Traditionsl History.

"when the * distinction

But in .

Which-

»
e

his father, Jamadagni, appears as a con-
tributor to the Vedic collection. Anyway
Parasurama ' must have lived at a time
between . the
Kshatriyas and the Brahmins had not
become rigid, when kings took pride in
tracing their genealogy from learned
Brahmins likeAngirasand Vasishta, when
the Brahmins thought nothing of includ-
ing ameng the pravara-Rishis of their
gotras not -only. Viswamitra but Maud-
galya, Ambarisha, Yauvanaswa, Paurn-
kutsya and Trasadasyu, when powerful
kings deemed it a great honour to bestow
their daughters on the Brahmins whose

“only wealth consisted in-learning and the

practice of austere rows.1

* By the year 50-51 A.D. the stream
of Brahmin colonisation had reached as
tar south. as Cranganore. For among
the converts of St. Thomas were many
Nambutiris. And 180 years afterwards
in 230 A D, we find the Brahmin villages
of Punniyur and Sukapuram figuring as
attestors in Vira Raghava Chakravarti’s’
grant to the Syrian Christian, Iravi
Cortan. )

First among the causes that contribu-
ted to the success of ,the Nambutiris
must be placed their tact in dealing wirh
the earlier inhabitants. They mollified
the Nagas,2 who had-driven out the first .
batch of immigrants by giving them a
shave of their wealth, by a scrupulous
regard for their deities, and probably also
by contracting alliances with their women.
The worship of snakes, Shastha and
Bhadrakali was adopted and even elabo-
rated. . - : v

The religious practices of the new-
comers also tended to enhance their

reputation and ascendancy in Kerala.

1. Richika married the sister of Viswamitra, Jama.-
dagni the daughter of the King of Kosala, Sau-
Dbhari the fifty daughters of Mandhata, Syavaswa
the daughter of Rataviti, Rishyasringa the dau-
ghter of the King of Champx and Agastya the
daughter of the King of the Vidarbhas.

2. Identified as Serpents and Nayars

(< ooy iz ad mjmqm.wb, ehogo, GG'DD- 6:)




The chanting of the Vedas, called nampul
in Tamil, in a language at once strange
and sonorous, by them in the course of
‘their daily ablutions and occasional but
grand sacrifices, made a deep impression
in the minds of the older folk. They not
unnaturally believed what the immigrants
themselves averred that by means of these
mantrams they could compel the gods
above to grant their wishes. The Arya
Brahmins came thus to be called nampu
othiyar® or utterers of the Veda, which
was gradually ccuruphed into the modern
Nambutiri.

Scarcely less important than their tact

and rehfnons superiority was’ their skill

in ﬁrrhmnb That the Brahmins were
as formidable wariiors as the most war-
like peoples of India was shown when
Alexander invaded India in 8327 26 B.C
. The . Brachmanoi, a Brihjuir' republic
on the banks of the Indus, offsred such
strenuous resistance to the Macedonian
imyader that, contrary to his usual pra-
ctice of lberating prisoners taken in war,
he ordered every one who fell into his
hands to be.-hanged. A great part of the
‘Avvan imigrants to Kerala consisted of
warriors:  According to tradition their
number was as large as 36,000, ‘drawn
from fourteen gotras and the ten-and-a

1. oy

2. may esdlwd.

7
half villages’.1 There were no less than
108 mllltatv schools o kalaris? in ancient
Kerala. Anda passage in the Keralolpatti
states that it  was the warrior Brahmins
who bestowed land on the puestly or
Vedic Brahming.3

The ‘results of the dlscussmn in the
foregoing pages may be summed up as
follows :—

(I) That the Nambutiris are the des- -
cendants of Aryan 1m1111gm,nts from. the
novth ;

(2)  That these 1mmmmnts c;me from
Ahikshetra ; ;

(3) ’l‘ha.t Palasma,mq was a hlStOllbﬂl
ﬁgme

(4) That there is nothing mhelently
nnprobable in the legendary version that
the Aryan immigrants came unde1 the
leadership of Parasnrama ;

(5) And that they came -to Kemla,
%)metxme between 1700 B.C. &nd 1176

C

1. .mum']m@_sgﬂ’: 3()00 b 2000, asimigd
4000, &Jﬁg_.‘l“ 5000, saasemlgd 5100,
egaimmh (00, aaﬂmmm 5000, saym
¢mog 5000, esreosmlage 4000, ganls
@830 1000, &¢mmos alaa} 1000, ewod
36,000.

2. Hicldhoo,

3. ¢&002waiom! @0we 9.
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- Ramaswamy and the Uiant
S Do

C. Hochunni f/?a]a

NCE upon a time—and a very. tough
time it was—a boy named Rama-
swami lived in a humble cottage on the

outskirts of a village in Palghat. Rama- -

. swami was an earnest,. hard-working lad.
His industrious habits often led his fri-
ends to quote the old saying. that “all

work and no play makes Jack a dull boy.”
- And.if the sort of people who quote old
sayings found him dull, you can just ima-
gine how dull he really must have been |

But be was ambitious. He longed to
forge” ahead and -make a name for him-
self. His uncle Seshu Iyyer had forged
~ ahead and made a name for himself, but
it had been the wrong name, and now
uncle Seshu is serving twenty years in
jail for forgery.

Ramaswami had no desire to emulate
his uncle. - What he wanteéd to do was
‘something heroic, some feat of daring
which would send his name thundering,
- down the ages. Wistfully he dreamt of

the heroes of Bhavata, Bhagavata, and

Indian History—men like Bhimasena,
Balabhadra, Sivaji etc How could he,
A poor insurance agent, hope to equal
them for public acclaim? He had no
‘gada’ or club, neither any weapons but
only a Blackbird fountain pen snd a
paste-board attache case.

On a high mountain not far from the
village there dwelt a giant named Maha-
kaya. This particular giant—who as a
matter of fact was not verv particular,
for he ate every one who happened tor
come along,—caused the natives a great
deal of annoyance. It was his. habit to
descend upon the village every fortnight
or so and carry off several of the inhabi-
tants. He would take them away to his

den and they would never be seen again.
His appetfite was enormous, asin a single

-year he reduced the village froni pop..

3,289 to 2,124. (These figures were
supplied by the local adhigari—the village

head-man_—and areprobably exaggerated.)

Many brave men had attempted to slay
this gient, but none had succeeded aund
few had lived even to tell of their failures.
He was over three hundred years old and
large for his age; when he roared the very
earth trembled- ;

Nevertheless, Ramaswami determined
to rid the countryside of this scourge or
die in the effort. So heset out for Maha-
kaya’s den one fine. September morning
armed with charts, . tables, prospectuses
and an impressive ¢ollection of statistics.

Mahakaya had just finished break-fast
and - was stlll seated in the dining ha'l

when Ramaswami arrived. Before him -

was a large flagon of toddy as big asa
rain-barrel. . '
Without knocking, the youth strode
into the huge dining hall, doffed "his
Kbadar cap and bowed. #Myr. Maha-
kaya?’* he said “ Ramaswami is my name.
I'have a little proposition here which I
am sure will be of intere<t to. you. Can

you spare me a few minutes of your

time ?”
The giant, amazed at the effrontery of

the lad, glared at him ferociously and

roared *Hee Fie 'o Fum.” - - :
Now Ramaswami had studied the
technique of salesmanship. He knew

What to do when the Prospect says
~“No.” .But there had been nothing in

the text books about what to do when
the prospect says “Fee Fie Fo Fum.”

. For a moment he was non-plussed.

1”.1




- “I beg your pardon ?’ he said. _
“Fee Fie Fo Fum!” repeated Maha-
kaya. “1I smell the blood of a Kumbha-
konam Pattar.”

““ Is that so?” remarked Ramaswami

chattily. * My mother belonged to
Kumbhakonam. Our people are still
there. Her father was the head cook in

M. A. R. M. 8. V. Ohettiar's choultry
and her brother was the chief secretary
to the Diwan of Serampur. Perhaps
you have heard of them’ ?

“I ate an old Vadhyar from that side
once,”- said Mahakaya reminiscently
“rather stringy he was.”

“ Well, well” sighed Ramaswami
“Fancy that! It just goes to show that
this is a small world after all. I suppose
" it seems especiully small to you, being a
giant—And that brings me to the object
of. my call or perhaps I should say my

niission;” Ramarwami laughed modestly: -

“for I am in a sense a sort of missionary”

“You know what happens to mission-
aries, Pandits and Moulanas’ observed
the giant glancing = significantly at the
massive iron cauldron which hung in a
corner of the room over a fire.

“1 was speaking figuratively” Rama-
swami explained. “I am here in your
interests, Mr. Mahakaya. My company
has made a special study of giants and
their problemg, and we have devised a
plan which I believe would be ideally

suited to a person in your circumstances. -

Have you ever stopped to think where
you will be at sixty five ?”

“Sixty five!”” the giant roared deris-
ively. “I was three hundred and twenty
eight last Onam, thou fool !’

“ Well then . amended = Ramaswami
“ have you ever stopped to think where
you will be at three hundred and sixty-
five ?
all right while it lasts, but’you know as
well as I do, that it cannot last for ever.
Pooh! What happened to Hidamba,
Baka, and others? You may think that
you will always be able to take care of

‘time will come when you will

. with

This Business of being a giant is |
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yourself and your family. But will you?
Statistics show”——— '
“Get hence—both " thee and thy

‘statist ¢s”! shouted Mahakaya, picking up

his club. “Thou att spoiling my day.”-

“Statistics show” continued Rama-
swami as he dodged a blow from the
club “that a giant of your age has an
expectation of life of only 59.71 rvears.
The rate of mortality among monsters is
rising very steadily.

“ Not long ago I was talking to an old
giant Kabandha over in Dandakaranya.
I tried to sell him some fire and brimstone
insurance, but ‘he was not interested.
Then Ioffered him an accident policy
but he said he didn’t need one because he
was invuinerable. . That was what he
thought, mind you. But along came Sri
Bama and_ what .happened? Today
Kabandha is nothing but a myth.”

“Humph! 1’d like to see Sri Rama
trying to klll me. I would graind his
bones to make my bread !

“I am sure. you ,would, sir,” agreed
Ramaswami ingratiatingly “but we never
can tell what the future has in store for
vus. Why only the other day I was
discussing insurance with a prominent
giant Mr. Knmbhodara—perhaps you are
acquainted with the gentleman, sir,—and
he said to me ‘why should I worry about
insurance ? T have never been sick a day
in my life.” ‘Very well, sir,” 1 said ‘“far
be it from ‘me to influence you against
your wishes, but mark my words, the
regret
this.’ , '

“Well” said the giant with grudging
interest “did it 27 :

“The very next day he was stricken
a fever” replied Ramaswami
selemnly, “and within the week, he was
dead.”

The giant stirred uneasily.

“Mr. Mahakaya” continued Rama-
swami elimbing on the table and putting
his face very close to the giant’s, “What
would you do if some Bhimasena were to
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come along and knock out a tusk off your
mouth with his ‘gada’? How would you
*pay the: doctor’s bills? What would

become- of your -wife and little' ones?.

Have you everlstopped to think ?

As Ramaswami talked on, emphasizing

. his"points by tapping the giant’s broad
bosom with an ineisive forefinger, Maha-

kaya stopped *rumbling .like « distant

thunderstorm and lapsed into a gloomy
silence- At the end of halt an hour his
face had begun to look a -little haggard;

- his expectation of life had dropped from

v

59.71 to 42.09 and his blood pressure had
risen proportionately.

Mahakdya could feel the ‘weight of his
years. pressing down upon him and glan-
eing at his reflection in the polished cover
of his goblet "he was not surprised to
observe that his handsome red beard had

- purned completely white. He wished
Ramaswami would stop harping upon the

evanescente of human existence. * It was

~ enough to age any one. :

With the hope that perhaps a good
scare might silence® tte morbid young
nfan, Mahakaya took a deep breath, roll-
ed his eyes and prepared to utter a blood-
curdling roar, “Fee Fie Fo Fum.” He
cried—but, to his embrassment, his voice

- was cracked and quavering. Ramaswami
only smiled indulgently at the interrupt-

ion and resumed his explanation of the

permanent disability clause.

Infuriated, the doddering giant seized
his iron-studded bludgeon ; but when he
attempted to swing it above his head, it
slipped from his palsied hand and clatter-
ed to the floor. . There "was nothing for
him to do but sit there helplessly and
listen to the dry rustling of his hardened

- arteries..

*  The sales talk ‘continued without fur-
ther interruption. Two hours later ds
Ramaswami was explaing the difference
between partial and total disability, (with
examples) Mahakaya gave a low moan
and closed his eyes. And by the time
Ramaswami had completed a vivid dés-
cription of how Mr. Wadbern lost his

Lall .concerned.

his statistical parody, and created a pro-

_three firgers while ﬁryirig"to start his old

Ford the giant was dead. :

Thus did Ramaswami, alone and nn-
aided succeed where doughty knights and
men-at-arms had failed; he had talked
the giant to deach.

There wis great rejoicing when the
good pe:ple of the village learned that
Mahakaya was no more. As a reward
for his valour the Managing Director of
Ramaswami’s company permitted him to
wear a medal ‘signifying that he was a

Ten Year Man, although actually he had

been with the company only nine years
and eleven months.  * . {
So the story ends happily for almogt

main with the

chinned against than chinning. Anyone

who has had the misfortune to be regard-

ed as-a ‘prospect’ by an enthusiastic
insurance agent, will appreciate Maha-
kaya’s sufferings.

A good insurance man can, in fifteen

minute’s conversation make a Sandow
look like ‘a ‘toftering old man. As he
speaks of the future in soft, sympathetic
tones, you can fairly well smell the odour

of tuberoses and hear the creaking of the

undertaker’'s folding chairs. In dn
attempt to demonstrate the power of the

‘mind over chatter, you may concentrate

resolutely upon the bright  ephemeral
things of life comics ' in thé last issue of
the Punch, a prefty face you saw at the

‘beach, the engaging scene at Municipal

election polling office, or a plate of biryani
in the Mohamadan refreshment room.
But the insurance talk flows on, and
eventually you are brought back to the

- realisation that death is inevitable, if not

downright imminent, and that something
ought to be done about it. ;
When the insurance agent has sung

per mood of despondency in his ‘Pros-
pect’, he springs the policy. His expla-

nation of the policy is like the: rainbow '

after the rajn. He says in effect : it is a
pretty, hard w'orldv; she forces of nature:

But our sympathies re--
giant who was more -



are all afga.inst' you and you don’t have &
‘chance. But we old altruists are willing
to help you make the best of a bad job.
"It is a mystery to me how the Insu-
- rance  Companies get along. Every
agent I meet offers me what is apparently
the best policy in the world. Here is one
which promisés me a cash settlement of
Rs: 15,000 at the age of 55, and Rs. 200
a month in case of total disability. That
. seems fair énough: But here is another
-who offers me Re. 25,000 at forty-five
and Rs. 250 -a moath if I break a leg
- while riding a jutka diiven by a mian
between the rages of fifty and sixty . I
am almost persuaded to accept it.. But
wait ! Here is another who assures me
. of Rs. 100,000 outright and a life income
of Rs. 1,500 a month ; all I hive to do is

.

, to be true. -
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to be struck by lightning at the corner of
the Feroke and Francis Roads on the -
second Wednesday aftey the first Monday
in Noyember. It seems almost too, good

Every few weeks there appears a new
policy which promises new benefits for
its prospective holdets.  Every few days
some agent bufion-holes’ me and offers
me more money for less money.. Fach
proposition is a little mare generous than
1ts predecesser. ‘At the rate things are’
going on now, it will be only a matter of
time before the InSurance business is out- -
and-out philsnthropy, and a man can get
a good policy for hothing. I for one
have decided to wait till that time. It
won’t be long now. y

. 1. The tyrant of his liltle school,
Armed with a single rod,

He teaches the old "and young alike
It is not good 0 nod. -

2. His bald head shines with Liearning’s

e S - lighy;

, His wiskers indicate ‘

‘Liike hand-posts learning’s surest

: Y ARy
From the ear is to the pate.

37 He calls his pupils, every one,
A rogue, and finds him such ;
No wonder ; he is one like like these
" They are with him.in touch.

.

(514

ffhe Old Feacher.

4. He knows that two and two make

four,
He knows the ‘world is round ;

* "He knows no science and therefore
- | ' thinks
Therge’s something in it unsound.

‘He tolerates not another noise

" As long as he can roar; :

His boys are always silent thus
‘But when he bends to snore.

6. His teaching leaves a mark behind

Not only on the brains ; :
Baut on the backs and on the heads
Wherever his blows he rains.

M. V. PRABHU.
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By

la Fyer, L. T.&S.

[O.ur thanks to Dr. Venkitachala Iyer, ourvlemrnecl and genial medical officer for a most lucid and

helpful contribution on a matter of vital i

¢ O be is not called life, but to be well.’
Success in and enjoyment of life
consists in the possession of a sound mind
in-a sound body. Mind and body act
and react upon each other and ave so
interdependent that the possession of the
one without. the other docs not equip one
for the race of life. The best gifts of
intelligence and fortune are of little use
if the body be not healthy enough to use
and enjoy them. Therefore, the necessity
for striving to maintain a good .standard
~of health is obvious. But by what means
this standard of health can be secured is
the problem.

It must be borne in mind that educa-
tional institutions exist not for minister-
ing.to the mind alone but also for impro-
ving the moral and physical conditions
of the pupils that attend them. The
students spend the greatest part of the
day at schools and colleges and it is there
that the foundation for good physi-
cal development should be laid. Fuarthey
it has been increasingly realised that the
several serious and, permanent. defects

- and diseases of adult life such as stunted .

growth, ill-developed body, bad vision
almost amounting to blindness, heart-
disease, rheumatism, tuberculosis, ete.
‘have their origin in the neglect of minor
ailments in children and are easily
preventible by institution of efficient
supervision over their health, _

It is this idea that is embodied in the
adoption of the scheme of medical in-
spection of educational institutions. The
term ‘educational institutions’ include not

nterest.—ID, ]

only the pupils attending the same but
the buildings, the playgrounds and hostels
as well. - This scheme of medical inspec-
tion has, for several years past, been in
existence: in  various Huropean coun-
tries. It has been found to do incal-
culable good to the school going popu-
lation and has been the object of

unstintéd praise .by both educationists
and medical men. The deep interést.

and enthusiasin that centres round the
measure and the lirge sums of money
devoted yearly to the proper working of

- the same in all its details bear ample’
- testimony to the highly beneficial results

accruing therefrom. In the west, provi-

sion exists not only for examination but

also for complete treatment of pupils
found suffering from various diseases.

Fuarther, intense propaganda work is also

conducted in the shape of newspaper
articles and magic lantern lectures ‘with a

view to educate the public regarding the

ill-effects of neglected minor ailments in
children and the benefits derived by
early treatment of the same. '
Being impressed with its good results,
this scheme has been imported into our
country but it is yet too early to judge of
its results. Several details “still remain
to be worked out. Thus, provision has
.not been made for the treatiment of
childrén; nor has sufficient attention been
paid to educate the public by propaganda
work. - Besides, the poverty-srticken
condition of our land, the Jack of educa-
tion of the public. the negligence or
indifference of parents to minor ailments.
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-of their children, and the dreaja of all’

kinds of operative procedures, all these
combined have stood 1n the way of
deriving the best of results.

" It is now “nearly a decade since the’
medical inspection of our college has been.
instituted and though the results have .

not been all that could be wished, yet, it
must be mentioned, that slow but sure
progress 1s being made. All students of
our college know how an inspection. is
condncted in the first few months of
every academical vear., When the in-
spection is at an end, such of the pupils
as do suffer ‘from diseases receive the
cards of ‘Intimaticrn  for parents or
guardians’, wherein the particular diseases
they suffer from are specified. These
‘cards are intended to warrn the respec-

tive parents or gaardians of their
childrens’ ailments and to suggest to

themn the advisability of resorting to
suitable treatment. The most nupoubmb
dspect of the scheme, namely’ treatment,
is left entirely to their charge.

When medical inspection was newly
started in our college, the pupils used to
appear for inspection befdre the medlcal
-examiner, with anxious faces, trembling
limbs and palpitating hearts. They look-
ed very flurried and wanted to get away
trom him as soon as they counld, - Further,
actuated probably by tenlmfrs of shame
they tried to conceal their detects, which
it was the very object of ‘the medical
examination to disclose. But repeated
inspections have brought abont a wel-
come change in their attitude towards
this yearly function. Now, they take
great delight in being examined,
often whlspet and qometunes speak out
their ailments and at times even perplex
the examiner with complaints of vague
pains on this part of their chest and that
part of their abdomen. ‘However minute
the medical inspection may be, it cannot
become thorough' without the: co-opetra-
tion of the pupils.

All students ave examined at college.
It follows therefrom that none of them

_absence “from college. It

" made clear, by

they.

1)

are suffering from any of the more serious
diseases, for, that would have necessitated
1s the 1nsi-
dious and the less alarming, “but let
it emphasised, none the less important
diseases and defects that mest the eyes
of the medical examiner. Early detection
of diseases and early institution of treat-
ment medical or surgical, is the very
essence of medical inspection.
inspection, several ailments or predispo-
sitions to or incipient stages of various
disenses aue detected by the examiner,
and warned against. If these warnings
are. neglected, the diseases may grow
unchecked and assume such proportions
as to cause serious disablement to child-

ren requiring at a later ‘date, anxious
treatment at enormous .expense and
with doubtful results. Harly treatment

sav s suffering on the part of the bays,
expense on the part of the parents, and

.above all, secures the best of 1esu:t=s ab
- the hands of a medical man.

In the foregoing paragraph,‘ reference
was made to the insidious "and the less
alarming of the childrens’ defects. What
exactly is meant thereby; can only be
a’ brief consideration of
afew concrete examples Dauring in-
spection, all organs, the eves, the nose
the mouth, the, chest, the lungs, etc.. are
swtem&tlcall examined: Liet the ex-
amination of the mouth be considered.
The mouth is the gateway of entrance
to many diseases. An inspection of the
mouth reveals the condition of the teeth,
tongue, tonsils and the presence of
adenoids if any. While the functions.of
the teeth and: tongue are well-known,
those of the tonsils and adenoids are buf
imperfectly understood, even by medieal
men. DBut whatever be the functions of
organs and however muach they be
esteemed, once they ave disensed, they are
not only useless in themselves, - but they
disturb the proper functioning of other
organs and so cause serious .and far-
reaching disorders Thus the teeth, and
the tonsils when diseased, and adenoids

During *°
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are capable of exerting .very baneful
influences. . The teeth may -become
affected by Pyorrhea Alveolaris.. This is
a condition in which there is ‘accumula-
tion of pus in the sockets of the teeth.
Disregard of ‘this condition ‘results in
our swallowing this poisonous material
every moment of our life, to the great
detriment of our health. Pyorrhea is said
- to be capable of. producing indigestion,
inflammation of the gums, tongue, the
stomach, " the intestines and the appendix,
rheumatism, heart-disease ‘and severe
anaemia, efc. © So also is the ignorance
that prevails about the harmful effect of
enlarged tonsils and adenoids. They
may be the root-cause of recurrent .in-
flamatory attacks of the tonsils, the

 pharynx, the larynx, and. the lungs, of -

- rheumatism, tuberculosis heart diseases,
chronic suppurative diseases of the ear,
. 'deafness, stuntéd growth and marked
dullness of intellect. ~Similarly, defective
vision, unless its progress be arrestéd by

‘the use of correction glasses may lead on .

to further loss of acuity of vision and
blindness.

Besides inspection of boys; the medical
examiner advises, keeping out of s¢hool

such pupils as are suffering from infec—

bion for such.temporary periods as may
be deemed expedient: on occasions of

.suspected or actual sutbreaks of epidemic

-

tious or+ contagious diseases, such as,

‘scabies, tubetculosis, leprosy, syphilis,
convalescents from small-pox, chicken-
pox, measles, etc, thereby minimising the
risk of the spread of infection to others.
He also suggésts to the management the
advisability of closing down the institu-

“and

diseases such as, cholera, plague etc. in the

neighbourhood.  He inspects the'school-
buildings, the playground, and the hostel
- makes  suitable suggestions ~ for
improvements, sanitary or otherwise.
The class rooms too require inspection in
accordance with the elementary rules of
hygeine, with a view to avoid the evil
effects of overctowding,. insufficients
ventilation and lighting. : :
Until better onditions come to prevail,
the scheme of medical inspection depends
for the yield of good results upon the

most willing and cordial - co-operation of

the parents and guardians of the pupils.
Their responsibility towards ridding their
children of their diseases cannot be too
strongly “emphasised. = It. is as much .
their.daty to treat them for their ail-
ments as it is theirs to feed them, to
clothe them;. or to send* them to schoo]..
Poverty, ignorance or negligence should
on no account, be impleaded  for not do-
ing their duty towards their children.
Lastly, theintroduction, in our college,
this year, of new and interestiug’ g7 nes
under the supervision of a trained physi- ,
cal director, who proposes to bring to the
playground as many pupils as possible, is.
deserving of miention. Again the teach-
ing of “the elementary rules of general
and personal-hygiene, and the teaching
of physiology should form part of the
routine of school currieulum. :
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Fhat maketh people sick’
| A Pty

' IMusick

__0Id Song.

M. VASUDEVA PRABHU, M. A, L. T.

Almost the very first experiments man
tries in this world is music. At the very
moment of bicth the child cries. The
school-boy, . encouraged by the master’s
sceptre, - continues the exercise. The
parental whip also lends an impetus-at
intervals.
mankind to receive early thLlnlIlO" in this
heavenly art. .

The human voice rendered pliant and
flexible in this way becomes _ an instru-
mient of ,the charming music of love
Music is love’s food. Liovers usually sing
in ‘praise of .each other! Hven such as
are least inclined to sing; do so when they
-are under the influence of Liove. This is
the second period .of man’s life when he
receives further training'in the. divine art.

Once a man settles down, as a house-
holder, the cultivation of cmejul ‘music
begins: 1In additition to the howls of a
number 6f children who practise the art,
sometimes in.chorus, sometimes severally,
the:goddess of the Kouse incessantly sings,
in va.rled keys and moods, to the detri-
ment of peace. In this way. Anne
Hathaway drove Shakespeare out of his
. native village, with the result that ke had
to sing elsewhere. Socrates, it is said, had
occasion to hear such enchanting music,

and Rip Van Winkle learned the science

mostly from his proficient spouse.

No wonder that some men distinguish
thémselves as great musicians in later
life; considet the years of training they
receive! If their music
resembles crying’ 'rather than 'singing,
these professors are truer to the origin of
the art, since‘singing is only & develop-
ment of crying. The only difference, ‘if
difference it might be called, is, when

persons cry in tune and cry harmoniously,”
- e . » .

It is: thus the happy lot of all *

sometimes .

they are said to sing, but when they cry
out of tune, people $ay that they do not
sing. To us both these specimens of
music are of interest, since crying is the
cause and singing the effect.

There dre 110W€V¢1 -two other types of
music which we find it hard to appreciate, *
thongh both are perfectly harmanious
and sweet. According to the place
where they originate they may bé named
Guttral music and Nasal: music. The

first is born in the throat and the sounds )
* here being in a'low pitch the musi¢ that

is produced may be represented as a series

~of gargling ha-ha-ha’s something like a

deep horse-laugh. The seffect at least is
such. Bat people there are who genuinely
admire this species, and.some who are
thrown into ecstasies by it.

Guttral music has at least one virtue,
and that is, that it tires the musician if
not his audience. Nasal music has not
even this. It is easy for the singer. He

has only to send his voice through the

nose; a miinimunt of effort. The musi-,
cian closés his mouth tight, and through’
the nose pours forth a succession of
hi-hi-hi-hi’s, eyes -rolling and head des-
cribing circles; the thing is done. The
effect is marvellons! The audienee is in
raptures! The women are absolutely
silent, and the children open their mouths

wide, wondering .to what heights music

is capable of climbing! Sometimes a
few join in.

Liet us ' therefore be gtateful to our
teachers who, like Moees, caused the
fountain to rise from our-hearts ! -Would

it ever have been possible for mankind

to soar to such heights and perform such

flights if the master had been niggardly
in the use of the rod ?



THE OLD FAMILIAR FACES

By

&

P. Kesava Tharagan, s a sons)

(Old Boy)

K. T. M- N. lovingly chaffed for the

stmnﬁe coincidence between his initials’

and the name of the God of Death was
the first,to drop off. He was very clever
ab his books and a great favourite with
all his teachers. Ot a modest, good na-
tured, and open disposition, he was uni-
versally liked among his fellow pupils.
I remember how he surprised us all one
day by suddenly waxing poetical! It is
the good old Malayalam Pundit who
usually presides on such occasions.
hails the mnew-born poet offering bits
of myrrh® and incense at his feet but
reserves however the full right in future
to administer the rod of Momus.
good soul, one can’t blame him ; for it
is not easy to imagine unless you have
seen it, how leheshfu ly anything like

chfmne of that kind comesto you thloncrhr

days of flat, weary and unprofitable class
work. Tired of listenjng to the dutiful
laugh at the time lonoured joke for the
hundred thousandth time, he turns with a
smile to ‘our poet’ and asks for his latest.
Out it comes at the top™ of a little preli-
minary flourish of bashfulness; and it
cheers like the sun in September ! Some-
times it was ‘real good’; then the Pundit’s
approbation was conveyed in right royal
. fashion. When something was lacking
somewhere, Oh the glory of spotting it,
which all the staring youngsters were as
- eager to win as the wise man of eriticism
himself !

e

= Phe

It is'a fact that we left the
regular curriculum often to shift for itself

- while our laureate poet and his patron,

prince of laughter-lovers reigned in all
their glory and periods skirred away with
swiftness incredible..:..... T SR Rael
For three more years he was among us,

growing, as « po-t somewhat mute and

inglorious as we approached ‘the S. 8. L.
C: b!‘ldﬂ'e He had approached simul-
tuneously that awful bridge across to the

bourne from which no traveller returns.

The last time we mazt there was some
pleéasent banter on the scove of his rusti-
city—for he hailed: from what we called
‘up country’—and we parted certainly
not like people who should meet no.more!
He was of a dark complexion,-tall and
gawky, but had a full and pleasant face,

_clear eyebrows and eyes with the dream- -

ing poetic look which in him was the

»effect of short- a[dhtedn(\as rather than

the ‘fine frenzy’ wh101 for a season seem-
ed to be his portion.’ A

‘K. followed close upon the heels of
his friend and classmate. He had got
ploughed in .the Selection Examination
and detained in. consequence. But not
he the man to be down-hearted at 1it,
though indeed Le just had to sham

,de]ectlon in order to conciliate publie

opinion which pointed at his dependence
along with a widowed mother and an un-
married siser upon a maternal uncle.
The season was peculiarly unsuitable for
moping, as the local Pooram was now on,
and young and old for miles round came
out to enjoy the fun and obtain the bless-



.
-

ings - of the holy goddess. XK was great
in mounting the processional elephants
and he chose the tallest as a rule. He
considered the payment given for holding
the processional umbrella as dross beside
the pomp and prestige. He was a slim
fair faced, under sized youngster with
curly hair and firm clear-cut features.

In .the football field he was brave and-:

sagacious ; bright and cheecful in the
Lelass T rooim o He was carried off

suddeniy ®ne night after an attack of-

pneumonia within a Week of the local
Pooram !

A Lol n, was a .complex character
though he impressed the superficial obs-
erver as engagingly simple. His talents
were average but his ambitions soared.
Being a full grown adult in years and
experience he had a certain degree .of
egobism and matter-of-factness in all his
dealings with life, which roused in. us,
his rather boyish friends and associates, a
secret and instinctive antagonism. We
hope it- was a repudiation of the ideal
rather than the man. Then, he had his
 dreams In the dreaming line the aver-
age man’s importance has notsbeen often
1ecoﬂnlsed It is his dream that makes
a noise ; for he tries to copy it oub in the
light of common day. Don Quixote was
~essentially an average man and an incu-
rable dreamer. The result was that he
started a commotion. Cervantes his cre-
‘abor was a greater dreamer, but being
more than average, a genius, he took his

“silent station in this beauteous -world’..
My friend moreover had ideas, and W1th
_him to know that a thing might be done
was to do it. Therefore, what would have
been fads in others were in him respecta-
'ble fancies. For example, who would
have thought of founding a freemasonry
without a masonic ob]ect‘7
One suspects he got enamoured of the
masonic ritual as described in some old
story book or magazine article and set
~oub chm&ct‘.eristically to achieve it ‘here
and now’. True, the magic horse turned,
the moment it touuhed water, into a

Now he did.

31

bundle of hay.- The Freemasons laughed
at freemasonry on the first day of their
convention and decidei to call themselves
‘Sahridaya Sangham’—a mere society of
Kindred Hearts! The masonic signal
consisted of the letters 5. S. and the only
use to which it was put was to summon
members o a meeting of the Sangham.
by simply uttering the talismanic sounds.
The business conducted at these weekly
meetings was quite prodigious, and con-.
sisted mostly of—eating and drinking.
At the end of it all we- had a group
photo taken and copies duly distributed.
And .then we dispersed I—Find - out
an under-graduate from among us who is
genuinely cIubba,ble and you have found
an article which'is one in a hundred. It
is a fact worth taking note of. Therefore
no little honour to the practical dregmer
who sueceeded in founding a club of
undergraduates at C—,which lived for one

whole year. He was unquestionably the
soul of it. i
Nor was M...... n’s splendid gusto, phy-

sical and mental, consumed by freemas-

onry alone. His interests were multi-
farious and : his activities: unceasing,
Social reform, politics, every day science,
literature, all claimed their share of atten-
tion and got it at his lrands.

"~ We like to imagine that in a world
where false stewards are none too scarce,
he found the live long day somewhat too
short for his engagements. The last time
I saw him was at Madras. His un-

. -commonly good physique was not visibly

affected, his curiosity -and. desire for
experience seemed to be as lively as ever.
But his eyes struck me as somewhat
dimmer than of vore and his face had
lost its glow.. One suspects the remorse-
less heat and dust of the FEastern Dis-
tricts had perhaps sapped the vitality of
such a genuine son of old Malabar. A
fortnight later the news came that he
Was no more—.
Since the

Umvelaltv Liibrary was -

_shifted to the Senate House, the vulgar
opinion seems to be that 1t has at last
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found a lodgement worthy of 1Ls supleme
importance. The Senate House is indeed
crran:l and imposing to. the view from
'Wlbhout and eminently suited to its pri-
mary purpose, which is to hold the annual
convocations when thnrusands flock toge-
ther from all parts of the Presidency. It
is lofty and large and continually filled
with howling sea-breezes and the intense
noon-day glme which streams in at the
tall unprotected windows.. The+ atmos-
phere thereof is little different from that
of any public office ‘on the same scale
and that invariably tends to discourage
the II Penseroso temperament of the
scholar who likes a little shade and
sﬂence though the orie may not be ely-
sion nor the othe1 cloistral. Consequen-
tly for every. single student who is cons-
trained to stay and ead in the University
Library you will find numbers who like
to remain in the Connemara Library
though in point of equipment it lags fal
behlnd the other.

In the University Library then one.

likes to discuss books rather than to read
them for any length of time., And it was
my good fortune to enjoy many a golden
hour in the company of P. P. S. within
that majestic edifice.  All talk was of
course strictly forbidden, but somehow
we managed to carry on for hours. There
was no dearth of subjects and no. motive
for restraint.. We vied with each other
in unpacking the heart with words and

“...Chid the hasty-footed time

‘Which too swiftly would part us

I remember vividly how on a certain
occasion his face suddenly darkened as by
a cloud, his tones became tremulous, and
he told me a story. “Last week T
went to Saidapet to attend a funeral, that
of my poor roommate, a medical student
most beloved of men and most un-
fortunate. The boy was married hardly,
a six month back and he passed away
1)‘1,1)1)11nrf heart-rending thl[l“a now about
his girl w1fe now about his fr ends,—and
he ]md heaps of them ;—"" T can cIose'my
eves to-day and feel the warmth .of his

‘serene, and smiling.

ha,nd-claép and see the' tears that stood:
out in his fine dark eyes as he continued
in glowing words to describe the agony
of the bereavel family to ‘whom the
young man seems to have been the sole
hope and happiness. Taking leave of
them he said he lingered at their gate for
some moments and looked around. It
was already night and the moon was
shining and the bare plain in front of the:
house lay under a flood of light, silent,
A hand %eemed to.
be laid on his shoulder and he fancied he
he heard. broken sobbings wafted along
the fitful ‘breeze...... His  words hme
vanished from the memory but the
picture they hmned is as fresh and
bright today as at first when it thrilled

.every fibre of the listener’s heart. -

His style of composition was rich and
suggestive, though it had not attained to:
sureness and ease which come with pra-
ctice and extensive application. But it
had a bloom and exuberance which be- .
tokened possible distinction. His attitude
towards life was early distinguished by a
high degree of earnestness. Liatterly he
came to shed a good deal of this severity
and he used to say in consequence that
he had never-been happier in his life than.
during what subsequently turned out to
be,*the last year of it. At college his.
career was distinguished and full of pro-
mise. He was on a fair way to become
dux in his class, with, as he himself put.
it, only a sickly plodder to bar his'pass-
age. Hvery next time I saw him he
appeared more radiantly happy, and T
recall without-any qualms the affection-

.ate envy which he used to- 1nsp11e in me,

a rather downthearted ne’er:do-weel in .
those days. We were constantly drawing
closer to each other, though outwardly
we never cared to make superfluous if mot
absurd demonstlatlons of feeling. Almost
the last talk we had was mainly concern-
ed with my ful;me He truly observed-
that his own was a long way off. We
drifted from the future to the present
and' I suppose from kings to cabbages,

.
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for we fell to discussing our daily diet After a longish interval my thoughfs
personal wnd regional...... And then we returned *from the dead to the living.
parted. ‘The rest is silence’; broken once “What are you to him?” I asked.
more some three mionths later when a “Brother!"—He had talked about the -
young man accosted a stranger in the ' very same brother a few months back

o Hiedtoliat - *“Sir'do you know such- with pride and affection, hardly dreaming
; ~ a-one’?” he asked. we should come together so soon and
" “Oh yes, what about him ?”’ in such cucumstances
“He has departed this world” .........

- HAPPY LIFE.

My DEAR STUDENTS,

Do you want tolead a happy life? If you do, piea.se observe the following
ten rules:: s

Always stick to truth in thought, word and deed.

- Harm no one intentionally and be kiad to all.

Attend to your heaith, for health is wealth.

Practise good habits and thus lay the foundation for a good character.

Perform your duties conscientiously, irrespective of the éonsequencés.

Yield not to the temptations which surround you. $

Love God and love your fellow-beings.

Improve your phyalque for then alone you can have control over the mind.

Fritter not your time, for time lost is Tost for ever. ;

Ever put your trust in God and do the right. e

. May God bless you!

Ever your well-wisher,
. . : A. V. K. KRISHNA MENON.
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_Swami "Divékananda;

=
o

Work is Worship.© .

Where should you go to seek for God,—are not all the
poor, the miserable, the weak, Gods?

—~cn
'+ N o

P A

May I be born again and again and suffer a thousand
miseries so that I may worship the only Gaod that exists, the only )
God I believe in, the sum-total of al souls; and above all my God &
the wicked, my God the miserable, my God the poor -of all races A
and of all speues is the special ObJth of my worship.

.

bt
Tach soul i 1s potentially divine. - The goal is to manifest 2
the divinity within, by controlling nature external and intérnal. K
Do this either by worls., or worship, or psychic control, or philoso-

phy, by one or more, or all of these, and be free. "This is the

whole of religion.- Docbrmes dogmas, or books' or temples or :
forms are but secondary detaﬂs : o

R RO T e T e e i s

mxxxmxmzxxxxxww;nw

I do not believe in & religion or God whlch cannot wipe
the widows’ tears or bring a piece of bread to the orphan’s mouth.

et us ourselves -be Gods and. help others . to be Gods.
BE and MAKE. ; : ;

T consider that the great national sin is t}lb neglect of the
masses, and that is one of the causes of our downfall. If we
want to regenerate India we must work for them. :

As long as “TOUCH-ME-NOT-ISM” is your creed and
_the kltchen pot your deity, you cannot rise splrltuall) 5 ok

Strength, strength is whaé the Upanishads speak to me
from every page. Strength, Oh man, strength, say the Upanls—
hads, stand up and be strong

Amse' Awake ! and stop not till the Goal is reached !

' [These notable and characteristic say ings of Swami V;vokananda-—the greatest exponent of *
common sense in rehgmn—were sent to us bs Principal A.V.K Krishna Menon, M.A B E R
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oo HGER!

TIGER

%’y &. Vijaya Raghavan Unni, '(Sem'or Intermediate)

I were seated on a hillock. It was

.five o’clock on an April afternoon;

the sun, a ball of fire low down in the
.sky, poured down his golden light over

vast fields yellow with the ripe harvest’

and on green meadows on which herds of
caftle grazed in peace. It was a soothing
time ;
up from the river not far off, the serpen-
tine course of which was one of the
boundaries of our village. From where
we sat we had a panoramic view of the
surroundings, the distant row of houses in
the village, the herds of cattle, the work
men 1e’0mnlnUr to their homes the green
meadows, ‘the ‘sky with a few ﬂo&tmrf
clouds. It was a sight beautiful enough
fo dissolve a Word,sworth into ecstasies
“and bring all the heaven before his
eyes”.

There were fom of us on that hill. Af
our head was Raghavan who. had just
taken his B.A. degree at Madras and was
never tired of pouring forth his accounts
* of the various sights and scenes of “that

great mty,”—the Elphinstone Talkies,
the People’s Park, the magnificent har-
-bour and a great many other things, He
had an Jne*{hauqtlble store of circum-
- stantial anecdotes about his friends at
Madras, and always ended with bragging
aboub hlS own various accomplishments.
Sankar was, so to say, the court-fool of
our party Who always entertained us with
his inimitable mimiery and his never-
- failing jokes.
but had travelled widely and had a con-
siderable amount of worldly knowledge.
The third was the taciturn Na,ra,ya,na.n.
Except for a word or two thrown in
occasionally, he did not contribute to our
conversation. He had calm eyes and his
.manner was quiet, almost to diffidence.

cool with gentle breezes blowing.

. plan.

. least.

He had left school early,

Raghavan was on his favourite subject,
the great and marvellous city of Madras;
an unusually boring anecdote was coming
to a close, when our talk shifted to ani-
mals, it being occasioned by the whine
of a jackal in one of the crevices of the
rock on which we wére seated. Ragha-
van immediately started to tell us that
even if a tiger appeared at that instant,
he would attack it and if needed, sacrifice
his life (to use his own words) on the *
altar of friendship ; and Sankar was pto-
fuse in his accounts of marvellous feats
accomplished in youth and ad&ed that he
would defend us whatever happened..
Narayanan was silent .as ugual. Raghavan
was bla and muscular; Sankar W]ly and
1‘esourceful; Y listened to them as they
talked of different ways of outwitting
animals, in some wonder, but, ‘presently
grew tired of the talk; and voted for a
game of cards. The three fell in with my
A cirele was formed and while the
cards were being dealt, Sankar placed a
Pickwickian snuff box in the middle to
enliven -our spirits.when deplessed by
boredom or ill-luck. :

The game went on, and it was very

‘interesting to notice how differently each
.reacfed to its chances ;

Raghavan swore
and raved ;_ Sankar was alternately exul-
tant or de]ected Narayanan was unhi-
formly sullen. 'We played for an hour at
By - this time, the sun had gone.
down and twilight fallen; suddenly in
that dead silence a loud and bewildering
roar, as of a liom was heard so close to
wheré we sat that we quite jumped in
our terror. T felt:- my hair tingle at the
roots. At that instant it seemed to me -
that something not unlike a tiger, thoughs
I could not make out its shape in that
gathering darkness,—was slinking about



near the bushes and, I shouted aloud :

““Tio0k out! I see something moving near -

those bushes ! A tiger! tiger !

Radha,va,n had hitherto been a qort of

Jack the giant killer among us and in his
usual talk very often blaﬁged about his
bravery - and related, how he had, at
Madras, once beaten off two stout and
robust robbers and such like stories. He
was now so terrified as to be unable to
run ; his limbs were paralysed and he

tumbled down over the rock and lay’

there trembling, his leg bruised badly.
As foir my friend. Sankar, he kept all
- his faculties and showed a clean pair of
heels.
afterwards by my friend Namyana,n seen
Teaping over the bunds of the fields like
an Olympic champion. .
left alone on the rock but he had not the
cowardice of his friends. On the contr-
ary, he‘ reviewed the whole landscape
“around him with a calmness which would
have exceeded that of a painter trying to
sketch the variegated scenery. :

In a few mmutes Sankar was hemd

.shouting at the top of his voice bidding
us have ng - fear “Hallo! my friends,”
he shouted, ‘it is only a tame elephant
that has just set you all leaping and
rolling.” But Raghavan who was now

near h1m and had now awoke from hls '
" Tate stupor could not believe it.

“NO

For my part, I was, it was said .

Narayanan was

45 .-

can’t believe it ”’ he, exclaimed in a faint -
‘voice ‘“ A movement was seen among the
bushes a little while ago” Narayanan
told him that it it was only -some smal]
creature, moving about, a mongoose or a
civet-cat.

By this time T had joined them and it

" occurred to my mind that the noise had
been produced by a temple

elephant.
which was being washed in the canal, and
had been brought for the car festival in
our village which was to come off the
next da,y "+

The night having set in, we sef out on
our retmn journey, &11 the Wav commend-
ing Narayanan on his courage and pre-
sence of mind. As for Qfmkzm 1t was
only when he was in the - very mldst of
us that he dared to utter his experience
when first: he heard the noise. We
reached our village, not without difficulty,
for in the da.therulo darkness we could
not make out any ob]ect clearly.  After
having e\chanoed hearty “g00d nights”
we W_ended.our way separately to our
homes. : :

Raghavan from that time lost his
lemdelslup and would never boast when
in our company of victorious assaults on
robbers - and wild animals. But the
grandeur of Madras persisted, and a week
later he was going strong  again on the

; gloneq of the Marina a,nd the Esplanade.
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o Iother's Heart. .

K. G. Parameswaran, (Senior Intermediate.)

e
*

OFTEN when in a contemplative
mood, I fall.into a fit of gloomy despon-
dency, when I am envenomed by unplea-
sant thoughts and féelings which wound
my heart deeply and affect my health
perceptibly. Most conspicuous among

those sentiments is the bitter recollection .

~of my early childhood, when my loving
mother closed her eyes upon. this world,
‘and I was bereft of all
mother’s affection can do to build up the
. MAN. :

Not then was T conscious of the loss of
a life so needful for my perfection; 1
hardly bemoaned her death. Childish
curiosity (I have heard since,) ventured*
- a question or two.; but being repeatedly
informed in a pathétic tone and faltering

- words that my mother was dead, I asked

no more. It conveyed nothing to me;
sad thoughts were drowned in the play-
ful disposition charaeteristic of the period.
The realisation of the value of a thing
15 best made in its absence. I was fully,
convinced of it once, when I wis an ear-
witness to a heated discourse that raged
“ between an ardently. affectionate mother,
and an irascible son. .
I was just repairing home after making
a call at a friend’s, when a stentorian
voice from the inper part of a house
attracted my attention.
source, and in another instant I discerned
-1t to be from an acquaintance, assailing
his mother with opprobrious names. I
heard him rave and blaspheme, screech
"and hiss. Politeness required that
should proceed homeward; curiosity deta-
~ ined me there. - ' '

“Why,” says she “can you not tolerate

that only a- “me? Are youa muff?

I looked for the-

a word of censure from me,—me, that

have so tenderly brought you up, me,
that is the sole cause of your very exis-
tence? A character without.a disparage-
ment is a noble thing. Natesan is of

that rare type: He tells me that you are *

in bad conipany. You are being spoiled.
You are breaking my- heart.”
wretch”, roared the son, “can’t you hear

Not a day passes without your insulting
me. I will not stand it any longer. Don’t
try to threaten me. . The world is wide.”

I went ‘home.
spurn the rarest,of all youth’s blessings
hurt me deeply. 1 would have given
anything to have my mother back that.

her love might light my erring feet........ '

Months had passed. On a Saturday
evening I went to the pictures. There [
descried the acquaintance.” I went to.
him, and asked,

“How do you do-?”
“Tolerably well” he calmly answered.

I invited him to tea; but he - refused:
with a “thanks,” and being of an ex-
pansive temperament, told ine in detail
how his mother was the victim of & fatal
kind of heart-disease ; how she constantly
harped vpon his being by her side. “And
further,” - continued he, “she does not.
know that T am here. She wiil now be
waiting for me.
opportunity to come to you, Good bye.”
What a welcome change from that even-

. I was right glad to deny myself the.

pleasure of his corpany for:the satista- .
_ction of a dear, loving mother.

“You

Faithless brute !

That one should so *

I shall take some other

"



A Letter on Addlsoman ‘Egotism. -

[We hea.rtlly commend this clc\ er paper to our readers for acuteness and mdependence of ;udgment ED']

~ Sir —Joseph Addison is one of the
most important figures in the history of
Enalish hterature He is one of the
fathers of English Prose . style, a fine
‘critic and % moralist of a human and to-
. lerant variety. He is one of the most
individual literary men England ‘has
seen. Rare gifts of expression, and a
sane outlook on'life, modified by benevo-
lent censoriousness, made him a much-
worshipped idol in literary circles. A
careful reader, a yet more careful ‘writer,
and a notable judge, he'adorns an eleva-
ted sphere in the minds of his readers.-

But then, there is in him ‘an undetect-
ed fault. Tt is nothing but the fault that
‘he detects and attacks in others, Egotlsm
In his essay on ' ‘Cowely and Montaigne,’
Addison describes Cardinal Wolqey as a
most ‘violent egotist and Montaﬂgne as
most eminent egotist.” If these judg-
ments do not violate truth, then Addi-
son is himself uodoubtedly a most clever
egotist. I will attempt a ]ustlﬁcatlon of
th1s statement.

Much of the most valuable work °of
Joseph: Addison appears under the name
of a fictitious personage called the ‘Spec-
tator’ through this assumed person he
gives vent t0 his critical ideas adding at
the same time by subtle 1mphcat10n ‘his
own personal qualities and capacities. In
his essay ‘On Cowley and Montaigne’
there appears a sentence: “In works of
bumour espéctally when a man writes
under a fictitions personage, talking of one
self may give some diversion to the pub-
lic.” 1t s under this statement.that Ad-
~ dison fortifies his own egotism:, Writing
under a “fietitions persona,cre " of counen

it cannot conceal the really egotistic mens-
tality of the author. Throucrhout his
essays Addison stoops to a dxsvulsed way

'self-praise.

‘critical benevolence.

of self-praise. In this - particular essay,
there are many instances of self-praise

that drive us to the conclusion that Addi- -

son is fond of self-advertisement. Consi-
der these ‘sentences: “I mean "those
empty conceited fellows” ; “T have often
reprehended him out of Terence,” T re-
commended to his perusal the Oxford
and - Cambridge jests”. Do ‘they not
show conscious superiority? Though
they are represented to have been uttered
by his fietitions character “The Specta-
tor” the real speaker isnone other than
Addison, himself.” Those sentences most
deeidedly show that Addison is fond of
Most of his readers seem to
forget this side .of his writings, in their
anx1ety to honour him.

Who can have read Addison without
seeing that he is an ardent but clever

- egotist? He. who speaks of Cardinal
“Wolsey as a ‘violent Egotist” and Montai-

gne as.an ‘Eminent Egotist’ attempts to
disguise his own edotlem his own gravest
fa,uft by a clever but none the less
betmym,u disguise, an assumption of
His greatness as.’
a-writer, his undoubted literary excellence
saves him from odium. Whether he
writes under an. assumed character, or
in the first person, he appears to be

equally self-complacent and , assertive.

The sentences already quoted decidedly
exhibit this failing.. He stands condem-
ned out of his own mouth. The avowed
purpose of the Tatler and Spectator, the
criticism of the learning, and morals, and
social foibles of the age, indicates a sense
of superiority which however" justified by

;. 7l abilities, cannot but raise a smile.
may give some diversion to the Public, uat

tivery paper he wrote reveals the same
tenor and quality, is too censurious for
one who advises rigid suppression of self.

‘Alexander Pope. felt.. somewhat like

.
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this, though he was more vitriolic. You .

may remember his well-known lines on
Atticus listening complacently to the ap-
plause of his little ‘Senate and “damning
with faint praise” the works of his con-
temporaries. Pope has been much
blamed for the sneer, bit - Addison’s
grudging reserve in criticism so different
_ from Johnson’s downright likes and djs-
likes, had its roots, perhaps, in the weak-
ness. I have pointed out.

- My criticism may seem to be a glaring
outrage upon the undisturbed reputation
of a great man, who has not hitherto,
been assailed on the score of egotism, or
any other weakness. Pardon my audacity

‘if you can, but help me to a solution.

Inviting an answer,
Your obedient servant,

P. M. .GOPINATHAN,
(Senior Intérmediate.)

Our Competition '(Jjage. .

In the ‘Missing Words’ competition published in the last issue of the magazine,

_ the prize was awarded to V. Rama Iver of the Senior Intermediate class.
- missing words supplied the verse will read thus
: “A sutler sat in his uister grey

With the

Watching the moonbeams’ lustre play

On a keg that in the bushes lay i
‘Thou rulest the weak, thou lurest the strono :

D

The result of great battles to thee may belong,’
And the leaves with a rustle took up the song,
- The following six students had also sent in correct solutions :— .
1. K. C. Govinda Menon (S..I1.) ; :
K. Sekharan Nambiar (who was reading in the VI Form last year.)
M. Viswanatha Menon (who was in the S. I. last year.)

34
4. P. Govinda Menon (S. L)
5,

S. Krishna Iyer (8 I.)

6. T. M. Bhaskaran Nedungadi (J._I.V)

My congratulations to these six.

There .was one incorrect solution, the _

.author of which did not apparently understand the question, -

Fumber Recreations. _ 3
1. Out of the digits 0, 1, 2, 3, 4,"5, and 6, get three numbers, the first of

which when divided by the seeond will
remainder, each digit being used but once.

give the third as the quotient without any

2. Find a number the square and the cube of which contain all the the digits

from 0 to 9 once and once only,

3.  Find two numbers which. are such that the' difference  of their squares is
a perfect cube and the difference of their cubes is & perfect square. b

. Ishall award prizes to the -senders

three questions.

of the corret solutions of aill the above

‘ Mark the covers containing your solutions “Number recreations.”
The competition is, as usual, open only to the
purchase copies of this issue of the magazine.

present. students of thecollege who

AV K. KrisENA MENON,
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,F/.ots;am

and Jetsam.

Of co-eds. in gener;:l and FVellie Bell in particular, ;

(Not intended for boys and girls under fifty.)

Affairs with co-eds,” seem. doomed to

end inconclusively. DBoys and girls meet
at College very much as wayfarers do at
an. inn : their relations. have the same
casualness and impermanence, and the

flarry of departure is over them all the |

i) oy S SRR e i, p

It is just as well, that this should:

be so. 1t would not be altogether good it
the young people took themselves: too
seriously ; immediate tasks would fall
_ asunder in neglect, and the fabric of the
future might be rent'and damaged in the
very spinning, Wherefore, the powers
and principalities that hover protectibgly
over learners all the world over have
thrown laughter into the scale, to save
them from the searing touch of passion.
To most young fellows at College. the
co-eds. are puzzling and just a little . ridi-
. culous. The normal boy-mind is moved
to laughter by their gigglings, shrinkings,
*their differentness generally. In the class
room their presence makes awkward
moments more difficult, and at other
times they are very much in the way. A
‘very few, perhaps, emotionaily more sen-
sitive, hear the faint call of a new unseen
world. But self-consciousness and ridi-
‘cule stifle these vague stirrings at birth ;
" cr the first thrillful, awkward- attempts at
friendship are thwarted by the limelight
- af College, breaks-up, and the impenetr-
able remoteness and:reserve of home life.
Dom Juan does not flourish in this
. atmosphere. The type exists, neverthe:

less, in modified forms, in the b_ig univer=

sity towns. They are mostly grown:up
fellows ; a good many.are married men;
- some, gay young sparks from wealthy

“fresher.

homes, who patronise the lecture room in
their slack hours. Their triumphs are
usually outside the purlieus of the Col-
leges, and little is known beyond vague
rumours of squalid doings in an alien,
terrifying world. In afew cases I knew,
however, the #touble cdme nearer home,
and brought pain and shame "into the
cloistral sanctity of College life.............

It fell to Sadasiva to prevent such ar
tragedy once... He cherishes the me-
mory in some pride, though his service

‘was the result of pure chance and had no

heroism at all. He seldom speaks of it
now, probably because it is such a tame

. story altogether, but T will tell you about

1t now, for want of other idleness, in the
hope that it will keep you interested for
#, half-hour when you have nothing
particnlar to do............ :

Sadsiva is a thin dark fellow *with a
sun-scorched, hunger-bitten face, a stiff
gait (much as if he had swallowed a*
couple of pokers) and harsh abrupt speech
whicly turns a possible. friend into a
certain enemy In ‘five minutes. To the
world in gemeral his manner is one of
severe disapprobation, such as a sergeant

"might bestow on a body of unpromising

recruits. But he is not altogether a bad
fellow, I believe; there have been some
who thought a lot of him. Let me hope’

(for the sake of this story) that he was -

a little less unattractive in his College
days; at all events, he was .younger and
He was certainly more athletic-
looking, I remember, though - he hated
games with all the passion of the truly

« lazy: and he wore the odd clothes which

the-College bucks fondly. assumed to be

-
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- It was his first year at the Unfversity.
Queen Mary’s had not yet risen from the

vasty deep. The College was infested with. °

girls; as variegated as the Hamelin rats,
and quite as-plaguey. ~ All day in the
rooms and passages, they ran and fought
and shrieked and squealed; worst of all
. they made eyes at the susceptibles (whom
they spotted unerringly), and then poured
stale tea and emptied miscellaneous
rubbish on them from stair-heads and
upper windows. Rather contrary to the
usual tradition, these sojourners had
more than the usual quota of good looks.
. Plain ones there were: but they are
meant to be wives and mothers and have
no place in a romance, and I will say

- nothing of them. The goodly ones were.

quite a bevy. Two or three were beauties,
a large number noticeably pretty ; of the
latter class, but far the most amazingly
winsome was Nellie'Bell,........... ..

She was an Arglo-Indian—in the best
sense, for she had the combined charm
of two - races,—mostly Anglo-and justa
little Indian, enough to make her appeal
.absolutely complete. Her face, a rare
ovai, was like a rose in colour and fresh-
ness. Her nose was delicately retrousse,
her mouth small, moist, and smiling as
an infant’s, her chin well-rounded and
“decisive,” Her eyes were wide, trustful,
. and divinely grey. Sadasiva had despised

the “cat-eyed and copper-haired” foreig-

ner like any country lout. How petty,
-nsular, the prejudice now seemed !
Nellie-was not “copper-haired;” however;

she had voluminous dark hair, which’

contrasted oddly with thgt suggestion
of Albion’s own milk-and-roses which

clurtg about her like a perfume. She was

the youngest of the bunch,——she ccould
- not have been much over fifteen. Indeed,

she had just “joined” that year. Her,

figure was slight as a child’s and beauti-
ful as a song.  She walked with g swing,
—oh, so different from the down-cast,
along-the-wall slide of the Indian girls !
——a free, fearless, liliting motion, as if

. ing at the end

to some ftrinmphant soul-music of her
own. She was utterly unconscious of
herselbscogivent: o SRR

Do not laugh; please, but Sadasiva fell
for her straight away. The beauties

passed him up and down the corridors ; -
their stately charms left him cold. But"

the tip-tap of Nellie’s marching feet
brought the blood surging to his head,
set his pulses racing, made him breath-
less and faint. She passed, head high,
body swaying lissomely, her voice sound-
ing like the call of a bird; he had a dazed
sense of a phantom procession sweeping
by, with a blowing of flutes and a ringing
of bells, leaving a void of wordless yearn-

Fven this happened all too seldom, to his
way of thinking. She was Intermediate,
a couple of classes lower, and it was
mostly in off-hours that he saw her, or
while changing over from one section to
another. ~ He would have given ten years
of his life to have her smile at him or
talk to him for just a little while. T am
afraid he let his work slide, those' days.

He mooned about in the Hostel and the. E
College, thinking eternally of the crdl
He did not know many dt. the time ;

nor was he expansive by nature. That

was a blessing, for he was spared the

merciless chaffing which is all that

Romeos at the University get for their

pains. Weeks passed................. :
And then; suddenly one afternoon they
met ; ;met literally and rather forbibly, n

fact. Sadasiva was rushing down the Cal--

lege stairs (as was his way); rounding the
second landing he ran into someore run-

ning up quite as heedlessly. The shock

was pretty severe, but nothing to .the

mental shack, for on looking” up he saw

1t was Nellie he had eollided with, and
Nellie had lost her footing, and was
going backwards with a gasping cry. He
caught at her arm and Jerked ‘her up
before she fell. His brain was in a-whirl,
and he could think of nothing to say or
do. She stood there somewhat shaken,
and rubbing her arm where Sadasiva had




caught it. “How dreadfully clumsy
of you!” she exclaimed, angrily. “I am
so sorry,” he replied ; and then, empha-
tically : “I am mot sorry—I am glad,
very glad, it was quite pleasant!” She
turned rosier than she was, laughed, and
ran up the stairs without a word........ ...
Thas was on a Friday, Sadasiva spent
the next two days in a fever of dreams.
He reconstructed the Universe about
fifty times over, with Nelliec and himself
as the hub of things every time. Monday
came at long last, and he went to the
College at an unholy hour, dressed to kill.
Tven the sporting set, who are usually
in so early and out so late that they seem
to live there, had not put in an appear-
ance. He lounged about in dreary ex-
. pectation ; an hour later the first comers
began to drift in in twos and threes; till,
as in a dream, he saw the place fill up
with the usual crowd. A little ‘before
bell time he found himself in front of the
College noticé board ; 4% he stood there
looking at it with oafish, unseeing eyes,
he heard the tip-tap of little heels over
‘the chequered floor of the vestibule, and
‘was aware of Nellie floating up out of
the surrounding crowd. A
stood so close to: him that her elbow
touched his.

- lists, annnouncements of maitches and
meetings, . and all the olla podrida of
College doings.
phantom of delight and gulped; the
phantom returned the look out of the
corner of her eyes, and her expr:ssion
was so comically serious that the boy

_ forgot his misery and laughed, and set
her-laughing in turn:’ Just as he was

about to speak, however, strong hands.

gripped him from behind, and pulled him
away by main force. His' latest acquain-
Jfance, Bharati, a Herculean Tamil, was
the aggressor; his jeering voice rose in
exultation- as he ‘shouted : “Aha, my

pretty doves ! And when is the wedding?”"

ete., ete., ete. It would have been silly to
struggle; Sadasiva é’en took it with such

She came and.

Her eyes were glued to the
board in passionate *study ' of. defaulters’

Sadasiva looked at the’
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good grace as he could command. Nellie
wallsedeawayis D00 ' :

If this seemed to spoil Sadasiva’s rising
satisfaction,the next afternoon brought an
incident which ruined it altogether. He
was on one of his rare visits to the
Marina. Opposite Ice House, he came
on a scene which even af this distance of
time comes back fo him with a sting of
remembered  pain., An open Jandau
stood drawn up near the kerb, and in if

"were a surprising trio. - Nellie Bell was

there, seated by the side of an elderly
moustached man who appeared to be her
father, and leaning gracefully towards
them in confidential talk, was a striking-
looking young man in impeccable flannels.
Sadasiva’s silly soul flamed up in sudden
jealous, for the young man was aston-
ishingly = handsome . and obviously an
accepted friend;—he talked and’ laughed
with such ease and freedom. Nellie’s
eyes were round as saucers as she listened
to him ; presently she turned, saw Sada-

‘8iva’s woe-hegone face, and, something

like a grin shaped itself on her face,—if
indeed you can associate a grin with a
goddess. The poor boy turned and
stumbled home............ /

" These first experiences are bitter, but
they are as brief as they are tempestuous.
Sadasiva had a sort of stiff pride in him,

_ besides, which forbade weak grief and
.refused even the relief of pouring out his -

soul to a friend. In the next two or
three days he made a.few cautious in-
quiries, and discovered a number of
things about the favoured rival. Singam
(that was not his real name, but does
that matter ?) was an‘extremely wealthy .
young blade from Coimbatore, nominally
a scholar at Wesley’s, but really a man
about town of the gayest type.. Hunting
the elusive feminine was his one interest
in life. - He poured out his money in the
gratification. He lived in a great house
up Nangumbakum way, had a carriage
and horses of his own, and servants
galore. He showed neither discriminat-
ion nor mercy in his passion. He was;
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a dangerous man too, for he used violence
where money or cajolery failed. He
could easily have surrounded himself
with the best company in’the city, but
he chose the scum. He went about in
the evenings accompanied by two bullies,
Sathar, a Muslim wrestler, and Fonnu; a
low-caste Hindu, who had been a ricks
hawalla, and had the reputation of being
handy with a knife...........

Singam had not gone home that vaca-
tion. He had been busy with the sub-

jugation of the Bells. Papa Bell had

been a soldier But had left &nd become an .

‘electrician of sorts, and ‘worked at the
Power House in some subordinate capa-
city. He was very nearly a dipsomaniac,
~and fell easily enough, for Singam - en-
- tertained him lavishly ‘on - every conceiv-
able occasion. Ma ,Bell was not more
resistant. She was a stout easy’going
Anglo-Indian, inordinately fond of dress.
Singam often took her round to White-
"away’s and other places, and she chose
frocks and gowns and gew-gaws for her-
self. She was not quite exacting in
her notions of propriety, but then Singam

had told her that he ‘meant to turn Chris-
tian and marry Nellie. That would have -

been a most natural end to the romance :
she looked forward to it with all a mother’s
yearning. Sadasiva tog thought of it as
" acertainty. What neither he nor the
~mother knew was that Singam had a wife
at home, and often amidst shouts of
laughter told the,story to approving cro-

_ nies in his night haunts...... Sl
Nellie worshipped the very ground he
trod on. And no wonder; ke was o)
wealthy and handsome, and had,: as
Sadasiva found, such amazingly pleasant
ways. Oddly enough, théy met- soon
after ata friend’s in George Town,—
“Mayville,” a ‘house long favoured by
Malayalees, and called the ‘Rookery just
then, because one or two of the inmates
were decidedly dark in complexion. The

very first man Sadasiva saw as he walked

- into the front room was ‘ Singam. seated
in shirt-sleeves in front of a -harmonium,

~.nearly

.Iﬂ:'(:3

and smiling at the applause of the squal-
ling Malayalees aroand him. He was
infroduced.” Singam rose and shook
hands with easy grace. His figure was
of middle height but well set up, his
complexion a clear golden brown, his hair
black and glossy. His features were
perfect, - straight nese, well-
cut mouth, and beautiful arrogant eyes.
sang again, a composition from
Tagore. As his golden voice floated
effortlessly np and fllled the room Sadasiva
realized something of his charm and the
spell he had woven round Nellie............

They took to each other almost at once,
and got on quite easily. Towards dusk
they went ont, talking ‘like old friends..
Singam proposed a stroll along the Beach.

*. Sadasiva had leave for the night,and went.

Singam was much older and had ‘an easy

. assurance of manner which swiftly  over-

came all prejudice. His laughter was the
pleasantest Sadasiva ever heard. They.
talked of a number of things, colleges,
home-towns, adventures and @scapades...

Somehow they sfarted talking of Nellie.

Singam’s tone implied that he owned the
family. It jarred on Sadasiva a little,

.especially when he spoke lightly of the
father’s feckless ways and the mother’s

vulgavity. But ‘the unpleasant *feeling
passed when Nellie herself was mentioned

.and he broke into warm, almost. passion-

ate, praise. * “L hear you ‘are going to .
marry her”—Sadasiva said, foolishly .
enough. Singam stopped short at that,
opened his eyes wide, and laughed. “How
sentimental you Malayalees are” ! he ex-

claimed ‘“Btit let your romantic soul be

satisfied. I certainly mean to marry.”
Such prejudice as: Sadasiva had felt  at
the start vanished before thie other’s easy
charm, giving place to definite respect....

Lt was the first of many such evenings.

~Sadasiva had relations.outside the Hostel

and got “night-leave” more frequently
than others. He met Singam usually
in George Town, and they went - about

.and had a glorious time together. Some-

times they got into scrapes. THere. was



. an element of wildness in Sadasiva which
appealed to his friend and brought the
two closer together though they were so
different in their moral make-up. Once
they together rescued’ some women sea-
bathing on a specially holy Full Moon
night from a party,of Tommies who had
-sutrounded them. On ‘another occasion,
when a brief war broke out between But-
ma and Madras in a street in George
Town they bombarded a Burmese house
with road metal, and the garrison sallied
- out, kniyes drawn, and set the besiegers
Tanning mcontmentlv Yet another time
they held up a tram for a quarter of ‘an
_hour by 'sitting down on the rails because
the driver h'Ld been rather insulting,—d
very early’ instance of Satyagraba, —and

the Police ¢ame and thrashed them zmnd.

they had to pay good money to save them-
selves from lock-up. Several times on the
-other hand, Sadasiva prevented Singany
©from domfr disgraceful Thingsl vt G s
They ca,lled on Nellie sometimes. The
Bells lived in a small house on the Vepery
Road. “The women were at home nearly
always ; sometimes pa was there, too, a
little drunk, but very pleasant and full of
~ stories of all the countries his regiment
had been quartered in. They usuall;’
sat in the front room,with its bad pictures,
cheap furnituye a.nd curtains, and its
general suggestion of indifferently conce-
:aled poverty. Somehow Sadasiva never
felt ab ease there. He was rapidly get-
ting out of .his infatuation, and coming
to look upon Nellie ‘as his friend’s wife.
He went, generally at.Singam’s importu-
nate request. One crood result these
visits had,—they emancxpa.ted him more
swiftly than would have been possible if
he had kept brooding over the girl in
imagination.
father and the mother, the more con-
scious he was of the oddity of the posi-
tion. They were not people whom one
-could respect. But Nellie herself- was
quite a different typey free, fearless and
pure ‘as the skies

was an -adoration.  Singam  himself

18 very young
. Sadasiva shouted at him in a fury, and

‘unexpected climax.

The more.he saw of the.

Her love for Singam:
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¥

- seemed to.take it as a matter of course,
aud there wasa lightness in his behawom

which produced a vague sense of alarm
in Sadasiva’s mind, and which even re-
peated assurances of good faith somehow °
failed to remove. Once, as they were
returning home from one of these calls,
Sadasiva ventured to speak out, and in a
fit of unusual impatience Singam burst
out : “Oh.you solemn ass! And do you
think she doesn’t know? Your Nellie
. but she has started early

Singam cooled down and spoke in some.
CGTTI IO s e

And then it happened,—the sudden,
It was a Week :
later. . Sadasiva was walking down the
ltsplanade that evening when he saw
Singam’s carriage coming up at a greab
pace from'the opposite direction. It was
empty. He hailed the driver and got in..
He had not seen -his friend for a,week
and formed a sudden resolve to makea
surprise ‘call. The driver told him he
had orders to get back quickly, as“Ayya”
(the master) was going out somewhere -
urgently. They bowlel along merrily for
a while. It was a dark nig’ht, the sky .
overcast, ahd a high wind blowing down

~ “the streets. They took the Vepery Road,

for it had become almost a habit for the
driver to pass the Bells' cottage. As
they drove'down, Sadasiva+looked up at
the house, and noted with astonishment
that it was in complete darkness. That
was quite unusual, for the Bells kept
late hours, and it was not quite nine yet.
Usually the house was ablaze with
lights, and the jangle of the carriage
bells bloucrht Nellie to an upper win-
dow; —she would lean out and shout down
in her gay boyish voice:—*Ullo! where
you off to? Oh, you wicked, wicked
boys”'!—shaking g little finger at them in
quaint, grandmotherly reproof. But now
there were no lights, and no little grand-
mother. What had happened ? Had
they gone away somewhere ?...............

As they came abreast, the front door



-

. we?
' slva was so astonlshed that he could think
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 opened suddenly, and Nellie stpod framed

in the dimly-lighted doorway; she had a
bag in ons ha,nd and the other waved
wildly as she shouted: “Stop, Stop’’!
The driver pulled up.the horses with a
jerk, and being a well trained fellow,
. jumped off the box and vanished
quietly round the corner of the house.
* Nellic ran up alongside, panting, threw
her bag in and cIa,mbeled up, saying in an
odd so )blncf voice:, “We aren’t late are
How long I been waiting”! Sada-

of nothing to say. ‘He stared at her in
the darkness, but he could not see her
featuresdistinqt]y. -Was she having a
lark? She was such a bag' of tricks!
Her voice sounded again, Quite close to
~ his ears, in a d]qmeSQed whlspeunv wail :

“Oh I can’t stand this any'longer! Take
me away, darling, take me away at ‘once’’!
Qulte suddenly her arms were round his
“neck, and she was kissing him, repeatedly
and almoss fiercely. If it was a lark, it
was an uncommonly en]oya‘ﬂe variety,

- and Sadasiva resigned himself to it, phi-

losophically enouch His face and neck
were qmte wet with kisses and tears; he
smiled in the darkness, and “kept on say-

" ing nuffing” like anothm Reynard theFox."

Cd,me the voice again: “Our train is at
ten thirty, but we'll go at once. . Pa.will
be home in an hour and it won’t do to
wait. We'll go to Kodai for a week, have
a jollee time, and come back. And then
yowll marry me, won’t you, darling, dar-
ling Smnra.m”? ...............

Sadaswn started as if a scorpion had
stung him, and went cold all over. He
saw eveut.hmrr now in a flash of fierce,
reveahng hght ——Singam’s deliberate,
diabolicil plan, the appalling danger into
which this trustfal little kid was being
enticed. Marriage! Wkhy this prelnnl-
nary jaunt, if Singam - really meant
marriage ? How many others had walked
the same path with the Singams of this
world ! The thoroughness of ‘the plan
seemed to suggest previous successes.
His own feeling for Nellie stood out in

long ago ceased -to be th.l,t
‘& chl]d i stroublerisic il

'VJous

its true quality, likewise. By all the rules

of the game, his heart should have broken

with a loud bang when he found his rival
preferred” to himself. But. it—didn’t.
Nellie was no longer a lover; she had
;- she was just.

Sadasiva felt a kind of cold anger
mounting up in him, a feeling which
swamped all sense of fnendshlp, and
overcame even the fears which filled him.
Had he been a hero, he would have
drawn his sword (or at least flourished a
cudgel) and shouted: “Come on, villain!
Appmach the maiden at thy peril!”
But alas, he was no hero, but only a
sorely puzzled schoolboy. And he did
something appallingly prosaic and ob-
something which would bar him
eternally from Valhnlla ,——he jumped
out of the carriage, and——RAN! .

He heard Nelhe calling behind h1m
but he gave no heed. :
find out her mistake and the real Singam
would come up and sweep her away.

Arguments and’ expostulations would
have been much worse than useless:
There ‘was only one” way. The father

should be warned, that easy-natured
drink-fuddled man working at his engines
all unconscious of his 0111’5 peril. S&da-
siva ran till the .vhme of the dynamos
came keeninz above the sounds of traffic,
and fthe POWe'l House blazed into view.
He dashed i n, a,nd on his urgent demand,
Bell came out in rubber qhoes and gloves,
a sleepy-eyed, dejected figure. Sa,ﬁaswaf

" told him what he knew. The sleep and
« the slouch went out of the man in almost

a flish ; he rushed in, presumably fo gee
his chlef and was out again and running
up the road in less “than a minute,

* Sadasiva ran after him with some vague

intention of being in at the kill,
Bell turnéed round and said :
with me ? Good lad! But I shan’t be
wanting you. - You ]ust keep out of this.

My Job entirely. ~ Thankee klndly all the
same,” and started running again. Sada-
siva noted the ghtter in hlS eye the.

But
“Coming

She would soon *



stlffemn(f of his ﬁffure knew that the
- soldier was his efhclenf. old self again,
quite competent to mind his own affairs..
What happened at the house, Sadasiva
never quite knew. Nellie was not at the
- College the next day..
the afternoon with an old friend at Myla-
pore, a distinguished Malayalee journa-
list. He left the house at about seven
thirty. Theé tram terminus was just
across Barber's Bridge half'a mile away.
The bridge, a high narrow structure with
a low parapet, spans a muddy canal. As
Sadasiva. approached it he noticed two
men hurrying after him. He had a
vague sense of alarm, a curious feeling
th&t they were f’ollowmor him. It was a

dark night, and there were few people.
He hurried - on a little faster, but-

about.
the men immediately started running.

Sadasiva felt sure they meant to overtake °

him, and he stopped and faced about. The
men came up a few seconds later. The
first to arrive was Ponnu the bully, and
close behind was Singam. Ponnu smelt
vilely of liquor, but Singam was sober
enough. He was in a very madness of fury,
and his voice was ‘hardly articulate as he

asked : ““Where have you concealed the
girl?” The position was decidedly
alarming,—Sadasiva was facing two very

reckless and unscrupulous men in a
deserted place on a dark night. He felt
truly frightened, but he laughed oyt as
he said: “Why should I conceal the
girl? [ am not going to marry her!”
““Btop grinning, you — 1
Singam, choking with, a,nger. “tell me
where she is. You know where these
d—d Eurasians are. Tell me where they
are, or I will have you ‘drowned in the
canal here”” “Singam, my dear fellow,
you are an ass. ‘A lover should be
punctual. - I got all the kisses,
you—". *“Sieze him, Ponnu,” cried Sin-
gam, losing all control over himself.
Ponnu advanced, promptly; Sadasiva
noted the dull glcam of a drawn knife,
and with all his strength he threw a

heavy book, all the weapon he had, right

Sadasiva spent-

shouted,

and

though not according to re“ula,tlo]:xq
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into the man’s face. It hit him with a
smack; he stepped- back a pace. was
trlpped up by Singam’s advancing feet,
and went helplessly backward. Sadasiva
was on him as he crashed on to the para-
pet ; Ponnu, too surprized and too drunk
to recover quickly, was over-born by the
sudden push and went right over the
parapet with a cry. Singam stood quite
still, hesitating, for a second or two, and
then dashed round to the assistence of his
retainer,gargling and blowing in the slime
under the arches. Sadasiva did not
hesitate. “Subséquent events interested
him no more”, and he sprinted bravely
down the road to Triplicane. :
“He who fights and runs away,
Lives to ﬁwht another day !

He arrived at the hostel half an hour
after roll-call, and the next morning at
the urgent request of the Warden, contri-
buted two Rupees to the overflowing
treasury of that useful, but exacting insti-
tution :

He had, likewise an_ mtelwew with a
Council of the Mighty. Mr. Centremast
the Principal was there, and Professor
Biggamer, and a certain high Police offi-
cial. Bell stood rigidly at attention in the
back-grouhd. Sadasiva found his story
was known in all its details. He gathered
that Nellie had been withdrawn . from
College. Singam, who was already in
the Police books of his district, had had
his name registered in Madras also and
had been “1equested” to leave the City.
Sadasiva listened to a few trenchant
remarks on Bad Company, and came out
into a new life. In the years which fol-
lowed, the preplexing feminine did not
enter info his life,——except once, and
then he was very mnearly’ expelled, but
that is another story. He shuf himself
up, Iawely He was sometimes called a

“moper.” He read extensively those days,
He
was constltutlonally too la,zx for athletics,
but he liked acting,.and spent a lot of t:me
on amateur thea.trlca,ls. He had a jolly
time, albogether; companionships, reading,

-
-
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a little wholesome fighting, and. mischief

generally,——this was the sum of his
life at that period. He never saw Nellie
all that time. Of Singam he heard
occasionally,——he was riow on his own
domain, doing dark things. But the
three were destined to meet once again,
in a second and .more adult  episode of
GHiE COMSAY. Jiame vesoes3 i :

1t was five years later. The Great
War was as- its height. A regiment of
the line had been - ordered abroad from
Trichy on field service, and a couple of
Companies of half-trainéd recruits moved
down to take its place. A party of men

* had been left behind at Kirkee on mis-

cellaneous “fatigues” and were now on
their way to join the main body. . Sayid

“Ahmed, cheeriest of non-coms. and.

loyallest of friends, was the havildar in
charge,——a big burly : athan youth,
resplendent in red sash and stripes.
Sadasiva was with the party. They
travelled night and day, by devious routes,
wearily luzging about various ~cases
holding = regimental belongings, and
arrived at Frode late in the evening,
wonderfully hungry and tired. The casées
were carried across the over-bridge and
dumped on the southern platform, a
guard was set, and the rest started
wandering over the place in small groups
looking ‘for food and drink. The good
Sayid Ahmed took Sadasiva by the hand,
. and together they lounged on to the main
platform. Just then the Calicut mail
thundered in, and they stopped for a
little while watching the busy scene.
Amony the passengers was a girl just
alighting from a -carriage near by.
Sadasiva found himself watching her, for
there was something oddly familiar about
her, something to which the chords of
memory tingled and sang in a confusion
of music. He moved a little closer.
Just then she lifted up her face; Savasiva
gasped,—for it was Nellie--Bell! The
same old Nellie, but subtly changed, for
she had grown upinto the charmingest
ef young women. She held a small bag

-

in her hand and stood there looki‘ng up:
and down the platform with an anxious.
peering look, and then hurried déwn'into

the ladies’ retiring . room. Sadasiva,
. (=] rs + !

moved awhy ' with his companion,
wondering if he should go up and speak
to her. - How had life turned out for her?
what was she doing, these days ?.........
But these thoughts were swept out of
his mind before he had taken six paces.
Right in"front of him he saw another
figure from the past, a flashily dressed
man in a resplendent turban, who had
Just got out of a first class compartment
and stood surrounded by obsequious

‘porters and minor officials, all trying to

catch his eyes and talk to him. But
thosé arrogant eyes were roving over the

‘whole place, sweeping impatiently to the

left” and the right. Sadasiva gasped a

second time that unforgettable evening
as he recognised Singam. Singam indeed -

it was, but no longer the slim, attractive
figure of College days; he was fat and
unwholesome, his face was bloated and
curiously vulgar; every line of it: showing
the votary and the vietim of sensuality.
There were diamonds tn his ears; shirt,
and tie; his fingers coruscated with
them. Sadasiva watched him ‘in some
curiosity, wondering why he had come
there. The answer came swiftly. At'a
whisper from Singam, one of the coolies
rushed up to the ladies’ ‘waiting room,
peered in, and canie back with expressive
nods and grins.” Singam walked up to
the waiting room in a masterful way, and

stopped in front of it, staring imperiously . ‘
in ab the. occupant. A man in Railway

uniform rushed up with a chair; another
ran shoutiny for soda and ice; Singam

sat down with a moody ‘look,: while the

rest of his following grouped themselves
in obsequious attitudes around him. ... ...
Sadasiva understood. ‘Singam was

once more hot-foot on his old chase. .

Sadasiva remembered that the man be-
longed thereabouts and was quité “the
biggest noise” in those parts. He was
all powerful in an evil way, merciless in

.

S



his use of the men and money at his
absolute disposal.

nur, pexhaps and followed ‘her {down.
Sadasiva was not quite clear as to the
facts. How, for instancs,
herself stand in' the magter? 1t was all
rather puzzling, and he had neither the
time nor the inclination to-untangle the
skein. He went on to the Refreshment
room with the havildar. Over the food

"be told: Sayid Ahmed the story of Singam

and Nellie. Sayid was  tremendously
~ interested, and insisted-on having another
look at the .“budmash” and just one peep
at the “chhokree.” "They went, marching

past ‘Singam up and down half a dozen-

times. The last time, by mutual aoree-

‘ment, Sayid stopped Il”‘ht in front of the.

waiting room, while “Sadasiva planted
himself before Bingam looking down at
him with a cool- smile. The look was
returned rather haughtily, but with-
out the least hint of recognition. The
haughtiness flamed into. resentment in

blnﬁam s eyes when he noticed that Sayid.

was gaping at Nellie in very obvious
a,dmuatlon he turned to the havildar and
asked him shalply in Tamil ? “What are
you doing here; fellow ?” waid did nob
know Tamil. He replied in Hindustani,
" beginning with that well-known formula
which questions the -antecedents of a

man’s maternal = ancestors right back
to the seventh generation.. T do not

know if Singam undgrstood Hindustani.

His fury died down before the quiet voice .

and level eyes of the Pathan youth........
A little later they were on the south
platform. Their train would start in'a

quarter of an hour and stood drawn
up alongside. A whistle summoned' up
the whole squad. They loaded the

precious cases into one-of the carriages

and stood about under instructions to be,

within call. Sayid and Sa.daswa stood
in the shadow of the overbrldde talking
of the curious encounter mth Smcra,m
and the girl, and the pleasuie it would
have been to smash up the bounden A

It was clear he had -
seen the girl higher up the line, at Poda- -

did Nellie -

.together.
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little before starting tlme they notlced',
Nellie descending the steps She moved
forward with the old lilting stride, but
kept looking" back in evident dl‘squiet.

' That intrigued the friends vastly. “Some-

thing is going to happen,’” said Sada-
siva. ‘‘When BSingam is in the neigh-
bourhood, .-mischief is fairly certain.”

Sayid nodded with expectant vigour and
looked alertly round. Nellie entered the

.compartment for Anglo-Indians and sat

down. Almost immediately a ticket-
collector came up, rapped with his key at
her window, and shouted. *‘Ticket !
Nellie opened her bag, and gave him her
ticket. He took it, scrufinized it closely,
and-mutbering <;or1:zet.hlﬂrr which Sadasiva
could not catch, went away with it up
the bridge. There was nothing very
unusual in that ; but unmedmtely alter
Singam came down the bridge and
swaggered up the platform. The first
bell, rang, and the bustle around increased
to. confusion . pitch. A curious: thing
happened then.. A ticket collector,*—
another fellow,—came up to Nellie’s com- -
partment, rapped with his. key and
shouted, “Ticket”! Nellie said something
and waved her hand vaguely northwznd

but the official looked grim and shook his
head. He shrilled at the girl excitedly, for.

- some time, ending with a loud “Get out™!

A number of othel .green turbans came
up at the same time as by a miracle, and
they started ' shouting at the girl 'all
They were mostly minor fry,
but ‘one, a gross fat man, had an air of
extra fmthouty, he opened her door and
roundly ordered her out. Nellie came
down Jlooking frightened,- -But the look

changed to one of utter terror. when she

caught sight of Singam in the offing. A

decent httle crowd -now suuounded her,

all shouting and talklntr at the same time. -
Poor Nellie was still tlymﬂ to explain,

but no one heeded her. A little distance
away a couple of policemen’ stood with’
the peculiarly helpless look they have on .
these occasions. Sadasiva saw it .all
clearly then,—the diabolical game, with
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Singam’s money and influence behind it.
Nellie was to be left behind, and......... &
done quickly. The train Wwas about to
start. Sadasiva ran over to' the guard,
almost " the* only Anglo-Tndian present,
and told him about the first ticket
collector and something of -the wicked
. plan. The guard went forward shouting —

"+ “I will pay escess, Liet her get in,” a

number of times, but the fat man roared
ab him, and he came back with-a, hopeless,
look, He was a faint-hearted fellow and
+ could do' nothing. . Sadasiva told him -

“You just stand by and help us.  Well
try and do something.” " He turned to

the havildar and said eagerly. “Liet us
. rush them Sayid. That isthe only way,”
‘Sayid agreed in his deep joyous voice:—

“ Aho, bhai, we'll kick these pigs out of

the way ! You mind the fat one and take
the girl into the carriage! 1l look to
the turban-walla ! .Come on, you fellows’!
A good many of the boys were out of the
carriage now. Most of them were slightly
“elevated” and in just the. mood for a
little fun.  As Sayid laughed and nodded

bo' themh Saflasiva, reeled forward Like one’

drunk-(he wag always rather good at
.. Play-acting), and started to elbow his way
through ‘the . crowd
planting his'ammunition boots judiciously
on one foof and then another, till the
crowd broke with curses and groans, and

fairly let him in. ' The fat m4n glared af -

him and came forward, chanting Railway
manttas in his sing-song English. Sada-
siva laughed and lurched forward, stamp-
ing carefully and emphatically on the
unshod feet of ‘the Incantationist. How
the man yelled! The nailed boot had
cpught him squarely on toe and instep.

‘With a jerk and a loud. bleating cry, he

caught up the $mashed foot jn his hands,
,2nd went spinning round and round on

one leg, in a simultaneous jig-and eoranto-.

" and-waltz-and-polka movement. Sada-
siva 16f6 him and siezed the astonished
Nellie round “her waist. Singam now
rushed forward with a bellow, but Sayid's

A few

surrounding Ngllie, |

. Sasideva”!

mighty elbow caught him in the ribs and
- - sent him howling back a dozen paces,
Whatever was to. be done had to be -

where he struck’a pile’ of luggage and .
came down with ‘a ecataclysmic crash.
Sayid jumped on to to him, his fists
going like pistons; the last T saw  of
Singam was a blodd-stained, - pulpy mass

‘of unconsciousness, lying asprawl like a

dead frog v il :

Others of our men were busy, 0o, and
had scattered like .chaff the pushing,
roaring, frightened crowd. Not many
months had passed since the bloody raid
on Palakarai theatre in ‘which the men of
the Carnatics had played so conspicuous
a part, and the very sight of troops pro-
duced terror everywherein those parts. |
seconds after we danced in,
the platform looked like g deserted
battlefield. - Sadasiva dragged Nellie un-
resisting into his compartment.. Jush
then the guard played to his cue and
shouted:  ‘‘Get in! Get in”!, whistled,
and unmasked his green light. The train
moved forward as the last of the “boys”

clambered in. They fell on their seats and

burst into a roar of exulting laughter.

At the height of the noise Sadasiva |
turned and looked at Nellie.
shrunk to the furthest window, and there
Wwas a new terror in her poor eyes ag she
looked at us. Sadasiva saw  that, and
went over to her saying; “Don¥% be
frightened, please: You are quite. safe
now.” . He smiled at her, but there was

‘the same blank look,in her eyes that he -
.had seen in Singam’s; he realized that he

Wwas quite unrecognizable in ‘the tasseled
turban and - uniform of a Dekhani
Infantryman. He took off the turban
and stood before her. Her eyes opened
wide in astonishment followed by quick
delighted recognition. “0O0000” ! she
cried with. a . gasp, “Mr. Sa—Sa—8i
Sadasiva burst into merry
laughter. The heroine did not remember
the hero’s namel What an anti-climax!
“*Basideva is right,” he said, “Sasi is the
moon, and it is poetry for MOONCAL |
He laughed again. But she was sobbing

Y

She had -




now, with her arms round his waist.
“Oh—oh—Tha.nk God you came! .If
you—just—hadn't —been —there~2! ...

They arrived at Trichy about six in
the morning, and made over the girl to
her waiting Ma. She clung to Sada-
siva’s arm and started qobbmcT again
when they said good-bye. But the bo3

' - had no time for a proper farewell; he

“was busy strapping on his kit and collect—

~excitedly to her mofher.
clearly talking of the night’s adventure,
+ for she frequently pomi:ed fo badasw&

g the cases and arms and other belong-

mngs. Commaunds came briskly in ba,yld’

booming voice, in the weird hndo which
the ha.vnldax euppo*sed to be ."English.
“Pha—ling " “Iscaro—Shun ' * Is(aw
—pheex pants I” etc. They Ioaded their
cases intp mule-carts waiting out-side,

and formed up in escort of convoy. “Sen
ut haze ' roared Sayidy and he went
forward to check the cases in the carts,
A little to the righte Nellie was talking
She was qulte

Whe1e he stood in the rear ranks, and the -
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‘mother helbelf kept looking at him in a

glad wondeuncr way, There wert tears
in the eyes of hoth women. Fseaw-Shyn!
—aslohun I said Sayid. . With a click—
¢clack— of arms the squad came to the
slope. Sadasiva could not “look aside
now, but he sensed the mother moving
fmwa,rd in a.determined way as if to
throw herself on his neck. Tt was an
anxious moment. FKven FHrederick the

Great would have looked silly with a

stout middle- aged woman clinging to
him ‘and Sp].IllIl"‘ the wa.terwmks over

. him. Sadasiva quailed at the thought.

But in the nick of time came the com-
mand :  Iscaw~bhad right—rlick . Ma1”

The gallant havildar had - saved the situ-

atmn ST A2 ey

. As they swung down the sunlit road
tn the Ca,ntonement Sadasiva wondered
if, hovv and where he would see the girl
again. But he never did. A good foul-
teen years have passed, and Nellie is an
lnsub:tantml shadow of the past.

SIVADAS MBNON. °
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Fandemonium.

?y..‘?. S. Wardyanan (Jr. Intermediate.) .

A happy and prosperous new-vear to

you all, dear comrades. Lot us hope we

shall see more of each other thesé days

ahead,” began President Gorilla Khan
without knowing the fate of the day.

The Apeland Legislative ‘Council had
Just met after summer recess. The great
manzo season was just coming to an end,
The rains wers about to sot in; the
national resources in food were giving

- outb.
sefitled that session was whether the
colony was to migrate to more - fruitful
regions, or t9 stay on raiding the banana

- plantations and gardens belonging to the
hated denizens of Manland. ‘One by one
the members entered the Council Cham-
ber in the big tamarind tree of the village.
Passing throuzh the stately Lobby, they
formed themselves into their respective
parties and jotsled their way to their seats.
Then came Rizht Honorable Monkevs
the mouthpieces of the Government, in
Official garb. There was an air of feigned
dignity and vanity expressed in their
faces which one missed in the ordinary
members. - The Visitors’ Gallery and the
Press Gallery were full.* Thé members
looked more than usually restless. The
crowd was immense. There was a general
bustle, but an indefinable “spirit of sup-
pressed anxiety and terror lay veiled in
every face,, SR ;

"It is well nigh impossible for any one
to picture the nature and variety of the
folk that graced thé hall with their pre-
sence. Kach was different from the
other in name and nature even as
Rudyard Kipling describes' his friends
of the Jungle. Fach wanted the other
0 almire his expertness at aping, of
which it-might well b said that custom
did not stale its infinite variety.

The ~momentous question to be.

President Gorilla Khan’s kind expres-
sions of good will were received with a
grunfing, squeaking chorus of applause.
For a moment the members were.lost in
admiration of his kindness. Then they
turned and cast looks of -repulsion and
hatred among themselves and the visitors.
The latter accepted then courteously and
returned better-polished repulsive. looks.
The Pressmen on the gallery winked and
blinked at the sight and were soon run-

- ning their quills at fully a hundred words.
- & minute. : :

It was question *time.
shot forth.
volleying round. * The official represent-
atives were being gored and heckled.

Mr. Little head Monkeyson : ““Will the
Hon’ble the Home Member be pleased to,
state, whether in due regard to his pro-
mise, Govt. have placed orders for fresh
manzo plahtations with Messrs. Man and
Sons, of Manland 9> o

The Hon'ble the Home Member
“The answer is in the affirmative.”
‘Mr. Apezrin: “T strongly protest

Interpellations

a7ainst the attitude of the Government. :

It-is an utter disgrace for us to go back
to the “Begging Age.” " Will the Home *
Member kindly promise that the Govt. -
would henceforth put a stop to such un-
necessary negotiations’? '

The Hon’ble the Home' Member :  “I.
cannot promise.”

Mr. Apearin :*My question is, has the,
Govt. any idea of giving them up’ ?

The Hon’ble the Home Member: “My
answer 14, I cannot premise.”

Mr. Apegrin gave a jeering grin at the
Home Member which the latter returned.
with compound interest. ’

The Hon. Mr. Grim Taboo. “Will the

- Hon'ble the Home Member be pleased to

“Starred questions’ came '
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state whether there has been any hostile
feelings ‘between the people of Manland
and ourselves” 2
The Hon'ble the Home Member
want notice.”
. Mr. Apezrin: (with mischievous and
feigned dignity) ““Will the Home Member
be pleased to place-on the table papers
showing how many of our noble children

G‘I

have been pelted with  stones . by the_,'

people of Manland'™?
The Home qubm ‘[ call for'notice.”
Mr. Apeszrin : (with his hands behind

his back and fire spurting from his
bulging eyes) “ You call for what ?
The President: (intervening) “The

Home Member will kindly take his seat.”
Mr. Apegrin; “Sir, 1 was jusb.......... 2
(Cries of “sit down” ‘and opposition
cries of *‘Order order.
The President : “\’Vﬂl the Hon. and
rascally member kindly si...... 2
M. Monkeybon ‘Go on ‘VIr Apeﬂun
(Cries oy “order, order.
The President : ‘If you..
* Mr. Tlat Orang: “Why ot let the
Hon. and rascally member go on?”

[The offictal members blink, some
scratehing their clean bald heads in pain-
ful thought.)

Mr. Grim Taboo : (Leader of the Oppo-
sittony “The President shall be‘obeyed.”

Mr. Liong Taile : “Will the Hon. the
Secretary for- Fmelcrn Affairs inform the
House how many of our people were
1. shot, 2. set upon with dogs, 3.im-
prisoned and chained for circuses and
other purposes, by Manlanders 2 (Howls
and Barks of Haqe)

The President :
tion ag irrelevant.” »

Mr. Apegrin: It is quite relevant, as
:shovnnﬂr provocation to war. (dpproving

73

Jabber. )
* The President : “I am President here,
not you. I disallow the. question ”

(Uproar and hopping about.)

At this stage Mr. Flat *Orang shot
under the beénches unobserved and sharply
applied a “clean dry” bite to the ankle

.

“T disallow the ques-

necessary
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‘ : .
of the Hon’ble-the President.

The. President suddenly applied *one
hand to fhe injured ankle and the other
gripping his throat cried out “grobeh !
boo-roow ! fetch the doctor !”
- The ILeader of the Opposition : “You
scoundrel,” (pulling aside Flat Orang and
giving @ 7{720_61( on his tiny mnose. The
latter crawls out hleeding profusely.)
The Law Member: In my capacity
of Liaw Member I desire to speak a
few...... 22

Mr Monkeyson (interrupting):

*29

Many voices :

Mr. Monkeyson turned round, applied
his fingers to his chin, blinked at the
roof, thought of bananas and discipline
and qlowlv took his seat.

There was sudden sulence

except for

‘the poor President who was heaving

deep sighs and groaning now and then.

The Liaw Member (CODf]ﬂlllnﬂ')
noble brothers, honourable Members of
the House, (bhe Members. now assumed

- a Inok of grace and dignity,) I pray you

not to understand me. I speak not as
Law Member . ...” ~ :

Mr. Apegrin ; “Yes, yes, but sit down.

" Are you ready Mr. President, Sir? speak

up, Taboo!”
Poor Mr. PleSIdent said nothln
wavered as to what-he should say.

; he

He

Sit down! Sit down ! .

My

stood bhetween anger and sorrow, his

liberal mind giving no room to any sign

of plOVOCB:thD

The Hon. Grim Ta,boo broke - h ;

‘stillness.

The Rt. Hon. Mr. Grim Taboo —“Mtr.

President, Sir, now that this unedifying .
scene 1s over, 1 crave the attention of the

house to a few remarks on the moment-
ous question we have to settle. Sir, we
are on the verge of a great war, and it
behoves us to consider our own resources
and those.of our enemy. I say,
are deficient “in -arms and munitions
for so great an enterprise.”
(Commotion, and cries of ““ho mo” ! The
main body of mnionkeys stand up. hair

Sir, we’

“In'_. :

.



" bananas”
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: B o
bristling, tails erect and teeth gnashing),
* Mr. President : “Order, order’ !
. -The Hon. Grim Taboo (continuing)
“Gentlemen, I have seen your' patriotic
and impressive display of tails "and teeth.
Bat what use are these against the tubes
which kill from afar? Your teeth are

quite good, T admit, and they sink beauti -

tully into mangoes and banands. But
Manlanders are not mangoes or bananas.
(Cries of “Coward”! “‘Traitor!” ete.)

' Mr. Long Taile. “Sir, I rise to a ‘point .
of order. -~ The Hon. Gentleman has
. missed the true issue. - Our object is not

to bite Manla.nders, but their mangoes and
(Cries of “Hear ! Hear !” *‘Sit
down, fool"’ “Bananas for ever!” ‘Long-
Taile-ki-jai 1" ete. )

* Mr. Long Taile : "The Right Honour-
able and Absurd Gentleman is talking

nere nonsenée—Bosh’ if T may use a
- Thé Hon. Grim Taboo: “And what of

Latinized expression.’
Mr. Ape Grin: “Be swadeshi and- say

* Bhoshk ‘—1t is a good servweable Sans-
" krit word.”

Mr. Flat Orang

just demonstrated,—what do - you think,
Myr. President ?”

Mr. President: “Oo—ah! ai!”

_The Hon. Grim Taboo : Sir, all this
hatred of Manlanders is most unjust
and unnecessary. After all, they are not
£0 very different from us. They are like
us in general appﬁa,tance—ndeed, jsome
of them are quite strikingly like us.:

Mr. Liong Taile: “Mankeys”? (Loud
Baughter). °*

The Hon. Guim Taboo; - *“Yes, you
may call them that. A respected friend
of mine, Mr, Blackface of Longbranch,
‘was taken prisoner by them in a raid
and spent long years with them -at thé
end of a chain. He has recently escaped;

* he gave me the results of his deep obser-

vation. He says most of them are as

quarrelsome and savage #nd imitative as .

we are, especially the younger ones.', In-

" deed, one of their learned professors has
proved their descent can be traced back

'Besides,'our teeth
are not so inefficient, as I hope I have.

toms '

Mr. Long Taile: “Itis an insult "to
us.  The book should ‘be proscribed !
The Hon. Gentleman is a typical inst-
ance of Slave Mentfality. I say, Sir,.
and Gentlemen, it is an insult to us! It
is true we fight, but we fight, for a
mango, or a wife, or a right.of branch ;
these .lunatics fight for nothing. A -
Manlander ,who wears his hair on the
top-of his head fights .another because

he wears it on the back. They honour

one another, ‘not for age, size, st1ength

© or sagacity, but for shining pebbles and

bright dises of metal they store up. They

smile "and smirk and. grin when their
hearts are raging with hatred: They eaf

and drink things which make them madder

than they are! They our descendants !

How much longer, Sir, are we to listen‘to
such humiliating notions,” ? (Uploar)

savagery and imitativeness.” ?

My." Liong Taile: “We never kill un-
necessanly, we do not delight +in
pain 5 they rage and kill for fun.
(Applause). As for imitativeness,
we imitate virtues no less than vices,
They imitate modes of senseless
clothing, modes of eating, walking,
drmkmd ,—imitate the weaknesses,
and vices of others, none ' of, their
virtues. = With us,’ imitations is the
only means of mass education ; with
them ———(Lioud and continued
applause). ; ] ;

The Hon. Grim Ta,boo Here in this.
assenibly, patrltotlsm has become a.
disease, you have mno ears for sense’”.

Mr. Flat Ora,ncr: “Dont give us any
more of your sense, or -by Bali and
Suzriva, I, will give §ou a sample of flat.
Oran'f 8 Patented Nip” (lauzhter)

The..- Hon. Grlm Taboo : “I have
teeth, too if it comes to that. But I am
a pacifist by - conviction, Earnestly, and
humbly, T tell you that .it is' un]ust to.
hate Manlaa;ders The} are trying to
come up to our level "— —

Mr. Flat Orang: “They had better not.




come up to my level.
Nip if they do.” (Lioud cachination).

The Hon. Grim Taboo :
unworthy of me to pay any attention to
the Hon. Member's levity. I said Man-
- landers were'steadily rising to. our level.
. I used the word level a,dwsedly, intending’
its moral and its physical sense. I mean
to refer to the intense significance of the
wide-spreading movement towards food-
reform. Manlanders have come to
recognise the debasiny effects of normal
food. Ang increasing number: have come
‘t0 see, the value of fruits! They have
realized that fruits hold the life-princi-
ples in their most effective form. * Liook
-ab their newspapers: everywhere you find
the slogan “Hat more fruit.”
them, indeed, insist on eating vegetables
-and fruits uncooked because it isin that
-condition that the vitamines' A—D are
preserved ° absolutely ' intact. = What
Manlanders have not realized yet is that
-even more important than the eating of
fruit is the hopplnor about on the airy
branches nécessary for securing the fruits,
—a fact which our Rishis knew millivons
of years azo and which we acknowledge
in .practice every hour of  our lives.
Manlanders too will find this out soon,
—it is only a question of time, —aﬂd
“when they do, they will come up on thede

They 'will geb the

“It will be

.Some of-
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branches in thejr unn‘umbeud millions.
I personally look forward to the .time
when we may jump about in the trees in
the ‘company of our tailless brothers and-
fraternise with them to our mutua,l
benefit.”—

Mr. Long Taile “Does the Hon-
ourable, Idiotic, and Traitorous Gentle-
man realize the economic significance

of the event he pictures? Does he
see that, were these uncounted mil-
‘lions to come up. [into our - preserves,

no mnrrle one of us will get a# mouthful -
of food that we shall die of starvation,— -

‘that we as a nation will be extinét in a

week ? Do not for a single instant listen

‘to this black-faced, black-hearted traitor!

Gentlemen, . brothers, sisters, fathers,
mothers, uncles, aunts, nephews, nieces,
grand-relations, cousins of all sorts and
kinds,—Arvrise, awake !”—(the asgembly
rose, roaring, exulting)— 907 oy
There was a commniotion below, a running
of feet, a barking of dogs, And voices

crying ;: “Here they are!”. *“‘The pests!” "
.

"‘My tammmd 1=

There ‘was a hurrying and a scurrying
amon? the branches, and Apeland Legis-
lative Council dispersed ‘‘severally” as
they say in. the plays,  but witho'ut
casualties, Hanuman be praised ! :
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"The Colleze Debating Society held its
first meeting on 21st July with Mrs.

“Growrie ' Sankunny, M. A., L. T., in the

chair. Mr. Advocate B. S. Unni, B. A,
B. L., delivered the Inauzural Address

“On Private Judgment in Public life,” an

impressive and helpful contribution to

the thought-store of the audience. Mrs.

Sankunny °concluded the proceedings

* with a bright and charming-speech on
‘Debating

Societies and other ‘extra-
Collegiate activities, leaving her hearers
richer by many felicitous thoughts. -

On'the suggestion of Mr. Unni the
Debating Society was subsequently  con-
verted into a Colleze Parliament. The
members are divided into- three Parties,
Conservatives, Liberals, and Indepénd-
ents. Debates are held on alternate
Thursdays and start at three in the after-
noon. The Principal and a few lecturers
attend every time. It is hoped that the
system will help to develop * debating
capacities, mutual courtesy and forbear-
ance in controversy, and other qualities

- necessary for young people who may be

- ence may remedy the defect.
- meantime, it is satisfactory to note that

‘ments in ‘the future.

called upon to participate in real Parlia-
There have been
three debates in all, one of which is
(rather imperfectly) reported below.
They have shown up rather glaringly a
great deal of ignorance of fact and serious

“lack of reading and thought, even on
~matters relating to India.
astonishing sentiments, sometimes ; an .

One hears

Hon. Member, for instance, was heard to
state that .illiteracy was the result of
British Government. ‘Study and experi-
In the

the system has already brought out “live-
wire” forms of individuality which, pro-
perly guided, may produce lasting results.

Nor is ' there any lack of the curative -

element of humour; now and then some

571@ .Zamorin’s College f/’arlidment.:_

long-cherished absurdity comes up before:
the fun-loving audience and is exploded
amidst uproarious laughter. The element
of self-consciousness is, however, still
present; but let us hope it will soon
vanish altogether, and . that Hon.
Members will" develop readiness and
resource, and rely less on manuseripts
and more on themselves in the exigencies
of debate. :

TaE .ZAMORIN'S COLLEGE PARLIAMENT:
FirsT SESS10N: :

Mr. Speaker: Mr. P. M. Gopinath
Menon. ) :

Mr. K. Damodara Menon (Liberal)
moving the Resolution that * In the
opinion of this House, Hindi and not
English, should be the common lansuage
of India,” said:— g .

Mr. Speaker, we have been enslaved
physically, economuically and politically ;.
but what is woise than a!l this, we are
slaves mentally also ; .for we are attracted

by the manners, customs and the mode

of dressing of the Englishman. We
desire to become exactly British made.
We behave like them, speak like them,
dress like them, laugh like them—but

-alas! the Almighty does not change our

colour. We are ashamed to speak in our
own mother tongue.. - 'We are unable to
write a Jetter in-our own language. * The
result is that our language is becoming
worse and worse every day. Do you not
see it ? Have 'you no eyes? If you
have,. open them wide, look round and
see it all yourself. - We must better this
condition. ;

Of course, a common langunage is ne-
cessary-for us to communicate with our
brothers living in - the various parts of
our motherland. That language should
be Hindi. and nothing but Hindi.
Neither ‘English nor Urdu can be the’




common language. I shall place before
you my reasons.

" It is true that Tagore, Mahatma
Gandhi and other national leaders owe
most of their thinkings and undertakings
to the English language. Yet I can
- gssure you that it has little bearing on
the problem under discussion, A score
of Indians might have pleased the world
by their vast knowledge of KEnglish, But

the population of India is not a score or’

two. We arve thirty-five crores. And I
can say boldly that even after doing
“penance for 350 years even 25 pelcent
of the Indians will not be ‘able to achi-
‘eve a working knowledge of HEnglish ;
for we see that even after 170 years’
rule of the British only two per cent—
less than two percent—of the  entire
- popujation of India can understand
English. The reason is obvious. It is
very difficult to learn. I admit that it
: has got a vast literature. But what is
the use of speaking about the richness of
literature of a language which cannot be
* learnt by us 2 So we cannot. adopt Eng-
lish as our Lingua franca.

Urdu is spoken by a good number of
people ; but it has got a very feeble liter-
-ature.
What about Hindi? It is a beautiful
language spoken by more than twenty
crores of Indians. It can be learnt very
-easily by us as there exists a common
element in it and the main languages of
the various parts of India.
sive literature it has is really. valuable.
There are other reasons also; but time
does not permit me to speak more. In
conclusion, let me request those who do
‘not know this beautiful language to learn
it as soon as possible and free India from
the clutches of the foreigner. ‘Liearn
Hindi and love India’ says the Mahatma.
1t has become the political language of
our country. Mahatma Gandhi has
warned those who have not yet achieved
a working knowledge of this all-India
langunage that they will not be able to sit
in the next session of the congress and

ment in the country today.

And so it is also not acceptable..

The exten-
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understand the proceedings if they do not
learn 1t as early as possible.

.The Mahatma has started a Hindi
movement for South Indians which is
now conducted by the ‘Dakshina Bharat
Hindi Prachar Sabha, in Madras. By
the inestimable work of the Sabha, not
less than eleven thousand South Indians
have achieved a working knowledge of
our national language.

I advise my comrades to learn Hindi
as Soon as they can, and 1 request
the authorities of the many schools and
colleges of South India to introdnce’
Hindi as a compulso y subject in their
lnstltutlons k)

Mr.  S. Krishna Iyer (Independent)
said that so far from enslaving us mentally,
English . Language " and Literature has
given us that urge to freedom which has
0111m1nated in the great political move-
Ideas on
individual self-respect and political liberty -
were the direct outcome of the study of
English, without which we should still
have béen in primeval conditions. . He
looked upon English not merely as a
lingua franca, bub the source of all ideas
of political and social justice and well-
being.

The ratio of the percentaze of English
education and the centuries of British
administration was most misleading. The
two percent of English has done more
good to  the countly than the most
extensively known Indian language. He
doubted if it was pessible to uproot Eng--
lish and plant Hindi in its place. F01
the South, Hindi was quite as foreign as .
English. Even if Hindi becomes the
common Lfmdna.rre English will have to
be studied, as it is an Tnternational langu-
ago and Indian statesmen will 1equile a
good knowledge of English for Inter-
naftional affairs commercial and political.
Tt will thus retain its position as a quali-
fication for exalted political offices.
There was also the chance that Muslim
extremists would justifiably insist on .
Arabic or Persian or Urdu as the court
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language in their own arveas. Besides all
of which, there was the mere joy and the
great profit of, .studying the invaluable
literature of England and the rest of the
civilized world: As for imitating foreig-
ners in dress.etc., it was not the: result-of
a language, but of individual folly. Also,
1t was not a fact that Indians had become
ashamed of their own lainouages, and had
 lost proficiency in them:  English had
only stimulated the study of vernaculars,
and more people read and studied verna-

cular literature now than-at any previous -

‘period. Enslish would continue to stimu-
late individual and natipnal accomplish-
ments and self-esteem.: :
Mr. K. Vijaya Raghavan Unni (Conser-
vative). . ! ' "
Mr. Speaker, In ‘my opinion English
is preferable to Hindi as the Lingua
Franea of India. - i
Hindi, thoush spoken by a’ majority
of the people, is not usel universally in
India. " In a counftry where a multiplicity.
of lanzuages remains, s common langu-
age such as English 'is quite welcoms.
It would act ‘as a medium of communi-
cation betwesn the various peoples and
also as a connecting link. Hindi has not
got such a vast literature as HEnglish and
we have got our inspiration for liberty
and independence
literature. Hindi is spoken in Tndia only
whereas there is not a country  where
English is not known at least to a small
‘number of people. It is the commercial
“language of a large part of .the world.
There is also another advantage in that
no predominance is given to any one
‘particular Indian language. Tt is also
the language used in coutrts. . .
My P, S Narayanan (Liberal) : The
. Hon, Member of the Independent party
in his eagerness to defend his own argu-
ment has missed the following funda-
- mental facts : HEnglish is known
one per cent of the entire population of
India. Having ‘regard to the spirit of
- India T consider Hindi is the only langu-
age which can be universally acceptable

from - English’

only to.

~ be.

to the Indian masses as it is infinitely

‘easier to study than any. other language

and universally popular. English will
never be and cannot be ‘lesrnt by the
masses, because the political situation is
such that a-foreign: language cannot: in-
crease the percentage of the literate popul-
ation. Moreover .the English language
is extremely difficult to acquire, while
Hindi is acquirable within' a very short

period. To-day the advanced leaders of

India emphasize the stubborn fact that
Hindi being the easiest language of the
country has captivated the imagination of
not only the intelligentsia of thecountry,
but also the common masses. Hrom
many platforms, political and social, they.
have proclaimed after mature deliberation
that Hindi is th® only language which
will bring ‘salvation to all - communities
irrespective of caste, .creed or race in
political, social and other prablems.
Consequently, all’attention has to be
given to Hindi and this is as it should be.
Fer, it is Hindi alone which brings people
even .in different districts together and
thakes them understand each other.

Therefore my humble opinion is thatin . .

all our mass meetings the speeches should
be delivered in the Hindi language alone.

Mr. K. G. Parameswaran (Conserva-
tive): Mr. Speaker, There seems to be
some considerable .misunderé;tan'ding of
the main issue here, A4 lingua franca.is

‘not necessarily the same as an official
. language. Hindustani is now actually

the lingua franca of Northern India, the

Jlanguage . most. commonly used by all

races there in the ordinaty relations of
life. But English is the official Jangu-
age. It woyld be inaccurate to say that
Einglish is the common lauguage of Nor-
thern India as, with the exception of °
Bengal, fewer people know English in
the North thun in Madras Presidency.
It seems doubtful if ever FEinglish will be
the common language in this country,
though it may be desirable that it should
I believe the present ‘movement is
not merely to make Hindi the common
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language, but to exclude the study of

English altogether, as a language which
‘unfits us for national life. “Withous

heqlta.txon I say that this attitude is most
deplor&ble I deny the allegation that
the study of Einglish makes us un-Indian
or anti-Indian.  The truth is quite
otherwise. Our’ experience,is that the
more truly- educated ‘an Indian is in
English, the more truly Indian he be-
.comes in thought and ieehng There is

. @ catholicity of opinion in English lite-

rature which desmoys prejudice, super-

. stition and narrow-mindedness, and

Jeaves untouched the essential part of our

. religious and social and personal beliefs.

In a good many cases indeed, it seems
to re-emphasize, through contrast and to
an unreasonable extent, the sense of
race, rehgion, and ‘tradition, in us.
Neither is it true that our literature is in

danger of neglect through the influence
« f English.

’I‘he truth is, we imbibe

. T
the ideas of the west but reta,ln our own
culture in its entirety.

It would be a great loss to ovr country
if the study of English were to be dis-
continued sltogether. It would be a
decided gain if it were to spread to the
extent of its " becoming a common langu-
age, for then the masses would ]mblbe
the eseentm]s of political life and civili-
zafion to a greater extent than Hindi
will bring a.bout

Two other Hon. Members, Mr. T, V.
Laxman (Liberal) and. Mr. N. Rama-
swamy (Liberal) spoke in support of
Hindi. . It ias however beent impessible
to 1eport their speeches as the notes did

~not arrive in time.

"When division was taken, lt was found
that the House favoured the  Original
motjon by a vast majority. The House
ad}oumed for tea at 4 o’clock.

D. P. NAMBUDRIPAD,
Clerk of the House.

.
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Keraleeya /\yurveda
Samajam Hospital.

ESTABLISHED IN 1916

A Fine Health Resort.
On the banks of the Bharatha RIVCI' amldst
beautlful surroundmgs

The natural sceneary defies all description

Cheruthuru{hy (A.O) Shoranuf (P.O) S. I Ry,

T TRy % o e T st R S e e T AT AR — e 3

THE RELIABLE AYURVEDIC : MANUFACTURERS .OF ALL KINDS
INSTITUTION IN SOUTH INDIA OF GENUINE AYURVEDIC MEDICINES

— e Pl L

Aided and supervised by the COCHIN GOVERNMENT and
supported. by PUBLIC SUBSCRIPTION : conducted by some of
the renowned Vydians of Kerala and managed by a Board vOf Direc-
bors. Accommodation afforded and all sorts of Malabar Ayurvedic

treatment such as Dhara, Qirovaﬁthi Pizhichal., Navarakizhi, Vasthi

. _ete., are done under expert supervision.
Y

For further partzculars please address The Wanager
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