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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Since the publication of the last issue of our Magazine,
80 many events, so many transformations, developments have
taken place over the face of the world's politics that if a person
had fallen asleep in August, and woke up only in November, he
would, we are afraid, find himself in a situation worse than that
of Rip-Van Winkle, after his record achievement of a twenty years’
slumber. The sudden developments in the Labour Cabinet, Mr.
Snowden’s difficulty over an unbalanced budget., the Trade Union
Congress’s obstinate stand for the labourites, Mr. Macdonald’s
perplexity, and that sudden coup d’ efat, by which the labourite
Premier found himself leading a Conservative House of Commons,
the Round Table Conference with its momentous discussions, the
suspension of the Gold standard, the linking of the Rupee to the
Sterling, with its repercussions on Indian trade, the fine speeches
made within and without the assembly, and last though not least,
the Sino-Japanese War, these are just a few of the developments
of the last two and a half months. Rarely have so many
important events been packed and crowded into the narrow space

of a few months.
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But these historic events have produ.ced' but a distant
reverberation in the quieter waters of Travancore: and what has
loomed large in the minds of Travancoreans ingeneral, and justly
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80, has been the Investitare of His Highness S Chithra Thirunal,
the Maharajah of Travancore, theembodiment of its young hopes
and budding aspirations. The sixth of November 1931 shall be a
red letter day in the annals of Travaneore history. It is not alone
that a Maharajah has ascended the Gadi of his aneestors—even
that by itself would bave furnished sufficient cause for rejoicing
to. the loyal subjects of Travancore—but that in His Highness
Sri Chithra Thirunal, the face of Travancore politics “the beauty
wears of promise”’—*‘that which sets the budding rose above the
. rose in bleom” :

The people of Travancore have as much reason to be
proud of their Young Ruler, as he, we believe, has reason to be
proud of this ancient and loyal country almost as big as many
European states, with a teeming population of about six million
inhabitants, and a history that stretches farther back than the
history of most European countries, to the Chera dynasty of the
3rd century B: C. Some what of the couscious dignity of his
race was reflected in the opening sentences of His Highness’s
Investiture speech, when for a moment be dwelt upon the hoary
traditions of his royal race, descended from ‘the ancient Chera
dynasty’ trumphant in its Madura and Tinnevelly campaigns,
and the wars with Hyder Ali and Tippu Sultan and as early as
1795 associated with the ancient friendship of the Honourable the
East India company........ Heredity counts—very much more
than some democrats with their ideas of equality are willing to
concede. Who could fail to note in the majesty, the calm dignity
the occasional flash of the eye that mark His Highness, the blood
of a hundred Kings, Warriors, Statesmen?

The inheritor of lofty political ideals, with the legacy of
a glorious, untarnished past. His Highness takes up the task of
goverament in no ‘holiday-mood’ To gquote from his remarkable
lnvestiture speech, “That progress has been due to the zealous
and untiring efforts of my predecessors and to the enlightened
solicitude of my aunt the Maharanee Regent, for the interests of
Travancore. I now take up the reins of a settled and well order-
ed government but 1 do so not in a spirit of vainglory or self-
satisfaction but full of an abiding sense of the tremendous res-
ponsibility entailed by this magnificent heritage”




. Porthe adequate discharge of this of tremendous respon-
 sibility, however, His Highness, the Maharajah, is by all reports
eminently fitted hoth by temper and eduacation, by nature and
training. Gifted with a quick intelligence -a comprehensive grasp
of details, and a versatile taste, he has réceived the bestof what
Eastern and Western education could give to ‘a voung man of his

 status,  His Highness's command over the English language is re- -

mmarkable, ‘his diction pure and choice, his pronunciation, faultless.
He has not only made a thorough study of the Greek and Reman
polity, as well as the British constitution, but has algo studied the
practieal working of the ¢ivil and executive in British India, in
Mysore and in Travancore, under the expert eye of his admini-
strative tutor, the veteran civilian Mr, P, C. Dutt.  His ngbness
has also attained g’mﬁ; proficiency in hm'smmm!hq) and various
Games, -of which gossip has it, Tennis is his favourite. In the
practical administration of his state His Highness can be expécted -
to play the game fairly and nobly.

His Highness’s ideal of ‘Gevernmen$ is of service rather
than personal aggrandisement,of quiet: benevolence than ostentatious
display. His llighness made a very just and a very proud claim in
bis Investiture Speech when he said ‘It will be my constant aim to
follow the example of freedom from ostentation and carefulness in
husbanding owr resources, ‘which I venture to say- have been the
dominant principles of %o Rilars ofTravaneore Yea, and indeed,
so they have been.

~ Perhaps to this unestentatious medesty also in part may be
attributed a fact touched upon by His Highness in the speech re-
ferred to already; that “Travancore in spite of its all round pro-
gress, its population of five millions, and its revenue of nearly
two and a hall crores, and its-achievements and aspirations; is net
so well known in india and England as oae would legitimately
expects s it an un reasonable demand to ack that a state exeeeded
in population only by Hyderabad and Mysore should have its posi=
tion more definitely and unequivocally recognised?”. We are
sure that under His Highness the Mnlmm;gnh, ably nssmhed by His
legal Advieor Bir C. P, Rama:swa—mv Iyer; Truvancore will assume
that place and importanee which in the new cmnﬁmtublon of a
Federated India might mean so much to het.
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In the general rejoicings with which the Investiture of His
Highness, the Maharajah was acclaimed throughout the State the
St. Berchmans’ College has also had its humble  but cordial share.
Congratulatory telegrams were sent to His Highness from the
College and from the various Hostels, and Meetings were  also held
and many loyal resolutions passed, and speeches made displaying
the love and affection of our students for His Highness the Maha-
rajah. Our Rover Scout Leader with the troop as well as two
student representatives tendered on behalf of the College the loyal
greetings of this institution to His Highness, on the" auspicious
occasion of His Highness's Investiture with full ruling powers.

LONG and GLORIOUS
be the REIGN of our MAHARAJAH.

This is the wish, the pious ﬁmyer'
of the St. Berchmans' College Magazine.

'SRI VANCHI AND HER LORD.

P. R. Krishna Iyer M. A.

“The 6th of November last was a gala day for the whole
of Travancore for, on that happy and auspicious day, His High=
ness Sri Chithra Thirunal, the Maha Rajah of Travancore, was
invested with ruling powers, The betrothed bride Sri Vanchi.
that day joined her lord. It was an occasion of universsl rejoic-
ing throughout the state. The heart of every true Travancorean,
whatever his caste or creed, beat in instinctive and spontaneous
loyalty to the young soverign who on that occasion stepped,
across the threshold of his political manhood and took into his
own hands the reins of administration.

An' All-discerning providence has bestowed upon Trava-
ncore two enviable gifts—an enchanting scenery and a benignant
Royal House full of solicitude for the welfare of the people.
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Nature here has lavished her treasure and has dealt
freely of her store. What with her wild, profuse vegetation and
her undulating hills and dales and lagoons, Travancore is un-
doubtedly one of the beauty spots of India. The charm and
repose of her backwaters, which have justly earned for her the
title of the ‘Venice of the Kast’, must be felt and canunot be
described. Nor is her appeal to aesthetics alone. Her economic
importance is by no means inconsiderable. Her shady cocoanut
groves, her pepper and ginger, her outwarlly forbidding but
secretly inviting jack, her cardamoms and spices—which from the
first invited the attention of the European traders—and above all
those delectable sweet little things, her bananas— all these entitle
her to a place all her own and satisfy the twin canons of beauty
and utility. Who has not been fascinated by the magnificent
scenery of the ghat section? Nature here shows herself at her
best and instils poetry into the most prosaic mind.

The second great gift with which this fair Vanchi Nadu
is blessed is her solicitous royal house, ever anxious to promote
the people’s welfare, This state has been singularly fortunate in
possessing a long line of able rulers who, instead of playing the
role of abseatee monarchs,peregrenating from capital to capital in
Europe, patronising fashionable restaurants and attending race-
courses, have chosen the nobler path of living amongst their

‘subjects, sharing their joys and sorrows, promoting their happi-

ness and governing them wisely and well.

Travancore Royalty is conceived in the best traditions
of Indian kingship which prescribe that the Sovereign must be
the follower and propagator of Dharma. In the palmy days of
Indian monarchy—in the age of Asoka,Vikramaditya, Harshava-
rdhana—Dharma reigned supreme and operated as an effective
moral check upon the possible despotism of the rulers. Kingship
was conceived as a trust and the suvreme duty of a king was the
furtherance of the welfare of his subjects. This Dharma it has
all along been the earnest endeavour of the Travanecore rulers to
carry out and it is for this reason that Travancore is called the
Dharma Rajyam. Her Sovereign is Sri Padmanabba Dasa. It
was the great warrior-king Marthanda Varma, the maker of
modern Travancore, who; after effecting extensive conquests,
dedicated his entire kingdom to Sri Padmanabha, the tutelary

deity of the Travancore Royal House.
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The interest of the Royalty in the people's welfare has
also shown itself in the provision of a well ordered and progressive
administration to snit modern requirements. The state is not
treated as the Ruler’s private domain. One of the earliest refrrms
was the institution of a privy purse, The civil list is exceedingly
moderate and represents only 3% of the total revenue. Nor does
the State confine itself merely to the minimum daties of
a government viz. the preservation of law and order. The major
portion of the revenue is devoted to the" nation-building depart-
ments like Agriculture,Irrigation,Industries, Medicine, Sanitation,
Public Health, and, above all, Education. The true excellence of
a State is to be gauged by the provision it makes for Kducation
and, judged by this standard, Travancore stands above head and
shoulders over the other states. On the whole. Travancore spends
over 40 lakhs on Education and this represents % of the total
expenditure of the state and t of its total revenue. The percent-
age of literacy is very high; - elementary education is free; and the
provision made for Secondary and University educationis ample.
In no other part of India has female education taken such rapid
strides as in this South Indian state. What a refreshing contrast-
to some MahaRajahs who spend more upon their motor garage
than upon the education of their subjects! TIf thus Travancore is
a ‘model state’, it is to a very large extent due to the sympathe-
tic watchfulness and the benign guidance of her Royal House.

Her rulers have done more. Not only have they reared
an efficient and progressive administration caleulated to further
the people’s good; but they have also made wise concessions to
the time-spirit and have taken steps to actively associate the
people with the administration with a view to train them up
in the art of self-government so that in the fullness of time they
may be able to shoulder the onerous responsibilities of direct self-
rule. The first step in this direction was taken by the late Sri

Mulam Thirunal when he inaugurated the Legislative Council.
This body first came into being in the yrar 1888 and was succes-
sively reorganised in 1828. 1919, and 1921 until today it enjoys a
position of undoubted influence alike in the inner councils of the
government and in the public life of the state. 1t is broadbased
on a wide franchise to which women are equally with men eligible.
It consists of 50 members of whom 28 are elected and 22 nomi-
nated; and of the latter only 15 are officials. The council has
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thus a distinct non-official majority and also enjoys the privilege
of a non-official Deputy President. It has extensive powers. It
can put interpellations, move resolutions and vote on the budget.
It passes measures which with the Ruler’s assent become laws.
Another body working in the same direction of democracy is the
Sri Mulam Popular Assembly which has been recently accorded
statutory recognition. Started in 1904, it now consists of 100
members—77 elected and 23 nominated. In its annual sessions
it freely ventilates popular grievances and brings the light of
popular criticism to bear upon public measures. By representing
the needs of the people, it asserts their right to be well governed.

Thus the progressiveness of the Rulers has made the administra~- *

tion responsive to public opinion.

Closely allied to this political liberalism is their religious
liberalism. The Royal Houss o! Travancore, following in the foot-
steps of the ancient Kings of Kerala, has always pursued a broad-
minded policy of religious toleration. Students of Christian anti-
quities will recall in this connection how successive Rulers of
Travancore even before the time of Cheraman Perumal conferred
valnable privileges on the Jews anl Syriwn Christians which they
still highly cherish as their Mgni Carta. Mo lern research has
brought to licht various copper plates recording the numerous
rights and immunities—political, social, commercial, religious—
granted fo the Syriwn Christians, constituting them into an aristo-
cracy. And succeeding Rulers have faithfully wailked along the
path so wisely chalked out by their illustrious prelecessors. [t was
in pursuance of this policy that the late l\hha.raja.b Sri Moolam
Thirunal, tlLrew open the portals of public serwce to all classes
irrespective of caste or creed.

It is to such a rich heritage that H, H. Sri Chithirai
Thirunal has succeeded His Highness was born in November 1912
and, on the eve of the demise of his illustrions Uncle in 1924, was
only twelve years of age. So H. H. the Senior Maharani was made
the Regent to carry on the administration during the period of the
minority of H, H. the Maharaja. His Highness’ administrative
training and general education,first ,under Mr, Dodwell I. C. S. and
later on, under Capiain Harvey and Me. P. (. Du't L. C. S, has been
both long and arduous; and this has been further supplemented by
a study at close quarters of the administrative system of Mysore

R e g 1oL
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and fnally that of bis own state. ~His Highness has travelled
widely throughout India and is young. This fact is of considerable
importance in the present critical stage in the history of Travan-
core. India is on the threshold of a new era; she is on the eve of
great changes; and Travancore cannot long remain in isolation, His
Highness, being young, is peculiary qualified to correctly interpret
the time-spirit and give it suitable institutional shape and form.

His Highness is the national sovereign of the whole of Tra—
vancore, All hands are lifted in prayer invoking on the Young
Ruler the Almighty’s blessings for a long and prosperous reign,
May His Highness reign long and glorious so that, under his
. gracious and benign guidance, Travancore may grow from good to
better and, in the fullness of time.take her proud place in the
vanguard of progress in the new United India that is to-day being
for ged on the anvil of Inlo-British statesmanship!

INEQUALITY.

S. R. Iyer B. A.

What do we see around ?
Extremes, extremes, throughout and everywhere;
The wealthiest abound,

‘Where starving souls surround;
Those mansions huge and high,
In front of hovels lie;

There, wanton luxury,

Here, utter poverty:

We have all ups and downs,
And crooked scythes and crowns;
Oar Rip Van Winkles {ind,
Their Dame Van Winkles kind !
There is the prettiest,

There is the ugliest;

Behold the sun-white type,
Though blackest none can wipe;
If some are tall

Mere shorter fall;

The east and best,

Have worst and west;

So inequality must here persist;
And sure equality doth not exist,
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THE LAND OF THE RISING SUN.

By K. J. Cheriyan, B. A. (Old boy)

While Japan has been well called “a power among the
mighty nations of the modera world and a type of Eastern nation’s
susceptibilities to progress and civilisation” her marvellous
achievement, particularly in the sphere of commerce and industry,
18 not anything so deep a mystery as it may appear: nor is it so
complex a riddle as ha who would give a little thought to it, may
not understand the basic principles underlying it. Co-operation
is unity and unity is strength—the virtue indispensable to every
nation on its onward march towards advancement. So long as a
people inhabiting a siogle geographical wunit with common
Government for all practical purposes, fails to sympathise with
one another’s communal or racial feelings and grind down all
differences, welding themselves iuto one kith and kin any attempt
towards progress is impossible. Herein we shall fiad the expla-
nation why Japan’s life after the revolution of 1868 is so full a
source of inspiration and stirring ideals while her centuries of
life before that era is without a single healthy lesson to impart.

None the less Japan’s wonderful development is due to
her equally wonderful genius of adaptability —genius to cull
unbiassed the gems in others and reject the chaff, and to impress
them with the stamp of one’s own national character. Imitation
on the right line is not anything to be deprecated at all; it proves
often a provocative to and the bed-rock on which to build on,
what is original and inherent in one.

So is it that while Japan is western in her superstructure
she 13 still Japanese in spirit.

Revolutions originate in economic distress.

Every revolution in modern days ultimately traces itself
to the Economic distress of the masses. Indeed the population
in raral districts is quite conservative and averse to ali changes
unlike its easily excitable counterpart in urban areas. But when
once the rural population moves, it moves with a dynamic force
never before thought of. 'With all their sias of a thousand years
the French Feudal Aristocracy could perhaps still have avoided
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the tornado of a French Revolution if they had not loaded the
camel’s back to breaking; the exodus of the starving peasantry
from the communes of Paris signalled the revolution. To the
same fiscal causes is traceable the boldness of the Americans to
take up arms against the wmother country. Small wonder then,
similar factors operating the same story was repeated also in
Japan.

Situation before Meiji restoration.

In Japanese history there never was perhaps a more
gloomy epoch of uneasiness, intrigue and terror than the period of
thirty years which preceded the great Meiji Restoration; the
Shoguns who wielded practically the Imperial sceptre were shora
of their pristine glory and had fallen on evil days; they were not
only discredited at home but their weakness was a tempting bait
to the foreigner to pounce upon the Empire which had enviously
guarded its gates against foreign influence over three centuries.
But this was not all. If it were so there could hardly have been
a revolution which effected such a dramatic change over Japanese
national life. Iinmorality and decadence had become rife; the
deterioration of the feudal nobility was at climax: the farmers
were reduced to utter misery and poverty under the burden of
crushing taxation: thousands left their plough and the spade and
swelled the ranks of the proletariate of the towns. And the
conclusion of the commercial treaty by the Shogunate Govern-
ment with the Western Powers throwing open the Empire to the
outside worid was only an 1ncldent which precipitated the march
of events.

Rejuvenation of Japanese national life.

With the installation of the Meiji dynasty once again to

guide the Shlp of State, Japan entered upon a new era—an era
full of promises of vast and solid Economic advancement. The
ont-worn institutions of a Feudal regime—gilds and the like, no
longer capable of promoting national prosperity, were done away
mtb at a single stroke; equality was established between the
privileged and the unpnvﬂeged and economic freedom in the
fullest sense of the term was given practical shape to. ~Nowhere,
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perhaps, this amazing change botb in the outlook and activities
of a people which groaned for centuries under the oppressive yoke
of a favoured aristocracy, is more fully expressed than in the oath
of the Japanese Emperor at the time of his investiture.

But much constructive work too was done. Western
ideas of culture and civilisation, not of the type which would
enervate and sap the vitals of a nation but would brace it to push
forward with renewed vigour, particularly in the economic sphere
were liberally introduced into the country. It is much to the
credit of the Samuari a born fighting race who lived on the
pensions granted to them by their feudal lords and who could
not, till this, look with equanimity upon trade and allied oecupa-
tions now deprived of their old privileges put shoulder to the
wheel in the pioneering economic activities of a rejuvenated

Japan,

Japan’s progress no accident,

The industrial progress of Japan is often ascribed to a
series of fortunate events. But in this respect, perhaps no country
in the world is an exception; it is not due to lack of opportunities
that countries and nations are not what they ought to be but it
is due to that sad destitution of acumen which never fails to avail
itself of opportunities as they arise. Japanese Government is
ever alert to the national well-being both by a readiness to take
initiative in any enterprise and to render financial assistance to
those private enterprises which are in need of it. It may safely
be said that the Japanese Government is the vivid concrete,
living embodiment of the ghosts of her Emperors who ever strived
to miake a living, breathing, political and economic unity out of a
mere geographical expression.

New dawn in every sphere.

- The new dawn affected not only the politics and econo-
mics of the couutry but was equally visible in art, literature,
education and religion. In every phase of life a renaissance was
working out; intense nationalism was the keynote everywhere.
And both the Press and the Universities sedulously combined
together to help forward the new spirit so much so that every
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Japanese came fo regard his country first and everything else
next. In the course of thlrty to forty years Japan’s 1111teracy
was reduced to the bare minimum of five per cent.

Technical education stimulates industrial progress.

But it is the technical education that stimulated the
growth of her industrial progress at giant’s pace. It is significant
that Japan’s industrial career synchronizes with that of Germany;
yeb 1t was the peculiar glory of the latter that she was the first
to recognize the importance of technical education and to reap its
full benefits by her crowning victory on the battlefields of industry
with such thoroughness and completeness as no other industrial
nation has ever attained. Japan, however, when. once she shook
of her feudal sleep, determined to be wide awake, Strenuous
attempts were made both by Government and private corporations
to promote technical education in every branch of industry for
supplying native skilled labour to work the machines imported
from abroad—schools and colleges, factories and workshops were
started under the supervision of foreign technical experts; and
students were sent to western countries at State expense to
qualify themselves in the various lines of industry. And the
navtical college in Tokio and the several local merchant naviga-
tion schools are the hLigh-water mark of the solicitude both of

Government and private bodies to spread technical education in
Japan.

Protection and state initiative.

Adams Smith, the exponent of the ideas of I'ree Trade
to the English speaking world had little to influence Japan, ab
the initial stage of her industrial and commercial career. She,
like Germany and the U. S. stands indebted much to the work on
political economy published in 1845 by Frederick List, once again
bringing to the touch—stone the theory of this giant son of Ger-
many, that in certain stages of development, other factors being
in full harmony, protection and State initiative alone can enable
a country to attain greatness ia the fields of industry and com-
‘merce. State initiative and protection are the weapons of the
weaker and Free Trade and private enterprize, those of the strong-

























































































































































