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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Since the publication of the last issue of our Magazine,
80 many events, so many transformations, developments have
taken place over the face of the world's politics that if a person
had fallen asleep in August, and woke up only in November, he
would, we are afraid, find himself in a situation worse than that
of Rip-Van Winkle, after his record achievement of a twenty years’
slumber. The sudden developments in the Labour Cabinet, Mr.
Snowden’s difficulty over an unbalanced budget., the Trade Union
Congress’s obstinate stand for the labourites, Mr. Macdonald’s
perplexity, and that sudden coup d’ efat, by which the labourite
Premier found himself leading a Conservative House of Commons,
the Round Table Conference with its momentous discussions, the
suspension of the Gold standard, the linking of the Rupee to the
Sterling, with its repercussions on Indian trade, the fine speeches
made within and without the assembly, and last though not least,
the Sino-Japanese War, these are just a few of the developments
of the last two and a half months. Rarely have so many
important events been packed and crowded into the narrow space

of a few months.
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But these historic events have produ.ced' but a distant
reverberation in the quieter waters of Travancore: and what has
loomed large in the minds of Travancoreans ingeneral, and justly
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80, has been the Investitare of His Highness S Chithra Thirunal,
the Maharajah of Travancore, theembodiment of its young hopes
and budding aspirations. The sixth of November 1931 shall be a
red letter day in the annals of Travaneore history. It is not alone
that a Maharajah has ascended the Gadi of his aneestors—even
that by itself would bave furnished sufficient cause for rejoicing
to. the loyal subjects of Travancore—but that in His Highness
Sri Chithra Thirunal, the face of Travancore politics “the beauty
wears of promise”’—*‘that which sets the budding rose above the
. rose in bleom” :

The people of Travancore have as much reason to be
proud of their Young Ruler, as he, we believe, has reason to be
proud of this ancient and loyal country almost as big as many
European states, with a teeming population of about six million
inhabitants, and a history that stretches farther back than the
history of most European countries, to the Chera dynasty of the
3rd century B: C. Some what of the couscious dignity of his
race was reflected in the opening sentences of His Highness’s
Investiture speech, when for a moment be dwelt upon the hoary
traditions of his royal race, descended from ‘the ancient Chera
dynasty’ trumphant in its Madura and Tinnevelly campaigns,
and the wars with Hyder Ali and Tippu Sultan and as early as
1795 associated with the ancient friendship of the Honourable the
East India company........ Heredity counts—very much more
than some democrats with their ideas of equality are willing to
concede. Who could fail to note in the majesty, the calm dignity
the occasional flash of the eye that mark His Highness, the blood
of a hundred Kings, Warriors, Statesmen?

The inheritor of lofty political ideals, with the legacy of
a glorious, untarnished past. His Highness takes up the task of
goverament in no ‘holiday-mood’ To gquote from his remarkable
lnvestiture speech, “That progress has been due to the zealous
and untiring efforts of my predecessors and to the enlightened
solicitude of my aunt the Maharanee Regent, for the interests of
Travancore. I now take up the reins of a settled and well order-
ed government but 1 do so not in a spirit of vainglory or self-
satisfaction but full of an abiding sense of the tremendous res-
ponsibility entailed by this magnificent heritage”




. Porthe adequate discharge of this of tremendous respon-
 sibility, however, His Highness, the Maharajah, is by all reports
eminently fitted hoth by temper and eduacation, by nature and
training. Gifted with a quick intelligence -a comprehensive grasp
of details, and a versatile taste, he has réceived the bestof what
Eastern and Western education could give to ‘a voung man of his

 status,  His Highness's command over the English language is re- -

mmarkable, ‘his diction pure and choice, his pronunciation, faultless.
He has not only made a thorough study of the Greek and Reman
polity, as well as the British constitution, but has algo studied the
practieal working of the ¢ivil and executive in British India, in
Mysore and in Travancore, under the expert eye of his admini-
strative tutor, the veteran civilian Mr, P, C. Dutt.  His ngbness
has also attained g’mﬁ; proficiency in hm'smmm!hq) and various
Games, -of which gossip has it, Tennis is his favourite. In the
practical administration of his state His Highness can be expécted -
to play the game fairly and nobly.

His Highness’s ideal of ‘Gevernmen$ is of service rather
than personal aggrandisement,of quiet: benevolence than ostentatious
display. His llighness made a very just and a very proud claim in
bis Investiture Speech when he said ‘It will be my constant aim to
follow the example of freedom from ostentation and carefulness in
husbanding owr resources, ‘which I venture to say- have been the
dominant principles of %o Rilars ofTravaneore Yea, and indeed,
so they have been.

~ Perhaps to this unestentatious medesty also in part may be
attributed a fact touched upon by His Highness in the speech re-
ferred to already; that “Travancore in spite of its all round pro-
gress, its population of five millions, and its revenue of nearly
two and a hall crores, and its-achievements and aspirations; is net
so well known in india and England as oae would legitimately
expects s it an un reasonable demand to ack that a state exeeeded
in population only by Hyderabad and Mysore should have its posi=
tion more definitely and unequivocally recognised?”. We are
sure that under His Highness the Mnlmm;gnh, ably nssmhed by His
legal Advieor Bir C. P, Rama:swa—mv Iyer; Truvancore will assume
that place and importanee which in the new cmnﬁmtublon of a
Federated India might mean so much to het.
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In the general rejoicings with which the Investiture of His
Highness, the Maharajah was acclaimed throughout the State the
St. Berchmans’ College has also had its humble  but cordial share.
Congratulatory telegrams were sent to His Highness from the
College and from the various Hostels, and Meetings were  also held
and many loyal resolutions passed, and speeches made displaying
the love and affection of our students for His Highness the Maha-
rajah. Our Rover Scout Leader with the troop as well as two
student representatives tendered on behalf of the College the loyal
greetings of this institution to His Highness, on the" auspicious
occasion of His Highness's Investiture with full ruling powers.

LONG and GLORIOUS
be the REIGN of our MAHARAJAH.

This is the wish, the pious ﬁmyer'
of the St. Berchmans' College Magazine.

'SRI VANCHI AND HER LORD.

P. R. Krishna Iyer M. A.

“The 6th of November last was a gala day for the whole
of Travancore for, on that happy and auspicious day, His High=
ness Sri Chithra Thirunal, the Maha Rajah of Travancore, was
invested with ruling powers, The betrothed bride Sri Vanchi.
that day joined her lord. It was an occasion of universsl rejoic-
ing throughout the state. The heart of every true Travancorean,
whatever his caste or creed, beat in instinctive and spontaneous
loyalty to the young soverign who on that occasion stepped,
across the threshold of his political manhood and took into his
own hands the reins of administration.

An' All-discerning providence has bestowed upon Trava-
ncore two enviable gifts—an enchanting scenery and a benignant
Royal House full of solicitude for the welfare of the people.
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Nature here has lavished her treasure and has dealt
freely of her store. What with her wild, profuse vegetation and
her undulating hills and dales and lagoons, Travancore is un-
doubtedly one of the beauty spots of India. The charm and
repose of her backwaters, which have justly earned for her the
title of the ‘Venice of the Kast’, must be felt and canunot be
described. Nor is her appeal to aesthetics alone. Her economic
importance is by no means inconsiderable. Her shady cocoanut
groves, her pepper and ginger, her outwarlly forbidding but
secretly inviting jack, her cardamoms and spices—which from the
first invited the attention of the European traders—and above all
those delectable sweet little things, her bananas— all these entitle
her to a place all her own and satisfy the twin canons of beauty
and utility. Who has not been fascinated by the magnificent
scenery of the ghat section? Nature here shows herself at her
best and instils poetry into the most prosaic mind.

The second great gift with which this fair Vanchi Nadu
is blessed is her solicitous royal house, ever anxious to promote
the people’s welfare, This state has been singularly fortunate in
possessing a long line of able rulers who, instead of playing the
role of abseatee monarchs,peregrenating from capital to capital in
Europe, patronising fashionable restaurants and attending race-
courses, have chosen the nobler path of living amongst their

‘subjects, sharing their joys and sorrows, promoting their happi-

ness and governing them wisely and well.

Travancore Royalty is conceived in the best traditions
of Indian kingship which prescribe that the Sovereign must be
the follower and propagator of Dharma. In the palmy days of
Indian monarchy—in the age of Asoka,Vikramaditya, Harshava-
rdhana—Dharma reigned supreme and operated as an effective
moral check upon the possible despotism of the rulers. Kingship
was conceived as a trust and the suvreme duty of a king was the
furtherance of the welfare of his subjects. This Dharma it has
all along been the earnest endeavour of the Travanecore rulers to
carry out and it is for this reason that Travancore is called the
Dharma Rajyam. Her Sovereign is Sri Padmanabba Dasa. It
was the great warrior-king Marthanda Varma, the maker of
modern Travancore, who; after effecting extensive conquests,
dedicated his entire kingdom to Sri Padmanabha, the tutelary

deity of the Travancore Royal House.
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The interest of the Royalty in the people's welfare has
also shown itself in the provision of a well ordered and progressive
administration to snit modern requirements. The state is not
treated as the Ruler’s private domain. One of the earliest refrrms
was the institution of a privy purse, The civil list is exceedingly
moderate and represents only 3% of the total revenue. Nor does
the State confine itself merely to the minimum daties of
a government viz. the preservation of law and order. The major
portion of the revenue is devoted to the" nation-building depart-
ments like Agriculture,Irrigation,Industries, Medicine, Sanitation,
Public Health, and, above all, Education. The true excellence of
a State is to be gauged by the provision it makes for Kducation
and, judged by this standard, Travancore stands above head and
shoulders over the other states. On the whole. Travancore spends
over 40 lakhs on Education and this represents % of the total
expenditure of the state and t of its total revenue. The percent-
age of literacy is very high; - elementary education is free; and the
provision made for Secondary and University educationis ample.
In no other part of India has female education taken such rapid
strides as in this South Indian state. What a refreshing contrast-
to some MahaRajahs who spend more upon their motor garage
than upon the education of their subjects! TIf thus Travancore is
a ‘model state’, it is to a very large extent due to the sympathe-
tic watchfulness and the benign guidance of her Royal House.

Her rulers have done more. Not only have they reared
an efficient and progressive administration caleulated to further
the people’s good; but they have also made wise concessions to
the time-spirit and have taken steps to actively associate the
people with the administration with a view to train them up
in the art of self-government so that in the fullness of time they
may be able to shoulder the onerous responsibilities of direct self-
rule. The first step in this direction was taken by the late Sri

Mulam Thirunal when he inaugurated the Legislative Council.
This body first came into being in the yrar 1888 and was succes-
sively reorganised in 1828. 1919, and 1921 until today it enjoys a
position of undoubted influence alike in the inner councils of the
government and in the public life of the state. 1t is broadbased
on a wide franchise to which women are equally with men eligible.
It consists of 50 members of whom 28 are elected and 22 nomi-
nated; and of the latter only 15 are officials. The council has
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thus a distinct non-official majority and also enjoys the privilege
of a non-official Deputy President. It has extensive powers. It
can put interpellations, move resolutions and vote on the budget.
It passes measures which with the Ruler’s assent become laws.
Another body working in the same direction of democracy is the
Sri Mulam Popular Assembly which has been recently accorded
statutory recognition. Started in 1904, it now consists of 100
members—77 elected and 23 nominated. In its annual sessions
it freely ventilates popular grievances and brings the light of
popular criticism to bear upon public measures. By representing
the needs of the people, it asserts their right to be well governed.

Thus the progressiveness of the Rulers has made the administra~- *

tion responsive to public opinion.

Closely allied to this political liberalism is their religious
liberalism. The Royal Houss o! Travancore, following in the foot-
steps of the ancient Kings of Kerala, has always pursued a broad-
minded policy of religious toleration. Students of Christian anti-
quities will recall in this connection how successive Rulers of
Travancore even before the time of Cheraman Perumal conferred
valnable privileges on the Jews anl Syriwn Christians which they
still highly cherish as their Mgni Carta. Mo lern research has
brought to licht various copper plates recording the numerous
rights and immunities—political, social, commercial, religious—
granted fo the Syriwn Christians, constituting them into an aristo-
cracy. And succeeding Rulers have faithfully wailked along the
path so wisely chalked out by their illustrious prelecessors. [t was
in pursuance of this policy that the late l\hha.raja.b Sri Moolam
Thirunal, tlLrew open the portals of public serwce to all classes
irrespective of caste or creed.

It is to such a rich heritage that H, H. Sri Chithirai
Thirunal has succeeded His Highness was born in November 1912
and, on the eve of the demise of his illustrions Uncle in 1924, was
only twelve years of age. So H. H. the Senior Maharani was made
the Regent to carry on the administration during the period of the
minority of H, H. the Maharaja. His Highness’ administrative
training and general education,first ,under Mr, Dodwell I. C. S. and
later on, under Capiain Harvey and Me. P. (. Du't L. C. S, has been
both long and arduous; and this has been further supplemented by
a study at close quarters of the administrative system of Mysore

R e g 1oL
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and fnally that of bis own state. ~His Highness has travelled
widely throughout India and is young. This fact is of considerable
importance in the present critical stage in the history of Travan-
core. India is on the threshold of a new era; she is on the eve of
great changes; and Travancore cannot long remain in isolation, His
Highness, being young, is peculiary qualified to correctly interpret
the time-spirit and give it suitable institutional shape and form.

His Highness is the national sovereign of the whole of Tra—
vancore, All hands are lifted in prayer invoking on the Young
Ruler the Almighty’s blessings for a long and prosperous reign,
May His Highness reign long and glorious so that, under his
. gracious and benign guidance, Travancore may grow from good to
better and, in the fullness of time.take her proud place in the
vanguard of progress in the new United India that is to-day being
for ged on the anvil of Inlo-British statesmanship!

INEQUALITY.

S. R. Iyer B. A.

What do we see around ?
Extremes, extremes, throughout and everywhere;
The wealthiest abound,

‘Where starving souls surround;
Those mansions huge and high,
In front of hovels lie;

There, wanton luxury,

Here, utter poverty:

We have all ups and downs,
And crooked scythes and crowns;
Oar Rip Van Winkles {ind,
Their Dame Van Winkles kind !
There is the prettiest,

There is the ugliest;

Behold the sun-white type,
Though blackest none can wipe;
If some are tall

Mere shorter fall;

The east and best,

Have worst and west;

So inequality must here persist;
And sure equality doth not exist,
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THE LAND OF THE RISING SUN.

By K. J. Cheriyan, B. A. (Old boy)

While Japan has been well called “a power among the
mighty nations of the modera world and a type of Eastern nation’s
susceptibilities to progress and civilisation” her marvellous
achievement, particularly in the sphere of commerce and industry,
18 not anything so deep a mystery as it may appear: nor is it so
complex a riddle as ha who would give a little thought to it, may
not understand the basic principles underlying it. Co-operation
is unity and unity is strength—the virtue indispensable to every
nation on its onward march towards advancement. So long as a
people inhabiting a siogle geographical wunit with common
Government for all practical purposes, fails to sympathise with
one another’s communal or racial feelings and grind down all
differences, welding themselves iuto one kith and kin any attempt
towards progress is impossible. Herein we shall fiad the expla-
nation why Japan’s life after the revolution of 1868 is so full a
source of inspiration and stirring ideals while her centuries of
life before that era is without a single healthy lesson to impart.

None the less Japan’s wonderful development is due to
her equally wonderful genius of adaptability —genius to cull
unbiassed the gems in others and reject the chaff, and to impress
them with the stamp of one’s own national character. Imitation
on the right line is not anything to be deprecated at all; it proves
often a provocative to and the bed-rock on which to build on,
what is original and inherent in one.

So is it that while Japan is western in her superstructure
she 13 still Japanese in spirit.

Revolutions originate in economic distress.

Every revolution in modern days ultimately traces itself
to the Economic distress of the masses. Indeed the population
in raral districts is quite conservative and averse to ali changes
unlike its easily excitable counterpart in urban areas. But when
once the rural population moves, it moves with a dynamic force
never before thought of. 'With all their sias of a thousand years
the French Feudal Aristocracy could perhaps still have avoided
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the tornado of a French Revolution if they had not loaded the
camel’s back to breaking; the exodus of the starving peasantry
from the communes of Paris signalled the revolution. To the
same fiscal causes is traceable the boldness of the Americans to
take up arms against the wmother country. Small wonder then,
similar factors operating the same story was repeated also in
Japan.

Situation before Meiji restoration.

In Japanese history there never was perhaps a more
gloomy epoch of uneasiness, intrigue and terror than the period of
thirty years which preceded the great Meiji Restoration; the
Shoguns who wielded practically the Imperial sceptre were shora
of their pristine glory and had fallen on evil days; they were not
only discredited at home but their weakness was a tempting bait
to the foreigner to pounce upon the Empire which had enviously
guarded its gates against foreign influence over three centuries.
But this was not all. If it were so there could hardly have been
a revolution which effected such a dramatic change over Japanese
national life. Iinmorality and decadence had become rife; the
deterioration of the feudal nobility was at climax: the farmers
were reduced to utter misery and poverty under the burden of
crushing taxation: thousands left their plough and the spade and
swelled the ranks of the proletariate of the towns. And the
conclusion of the commercial treaty by the Shogunate Govern-
ment with the Western Powers throwing open the Empire to the
outside worid was only an 1ncldent which precipitated the march
of events.

Rejuvenation of Japanese national life.

With the installation of the Meiji dynasty once again to

guide the Shlp of State, Japan entered upon a new era—an era
full of promises of vast and solid Economic advancement. The
ont-worn institutions of a Feudal regime—gilds and the like, no
longer capable of promoting national prosperity, were done away
mtb at a single stroke; equality was established between the
privileged and the unpnvﬂeged and economic freedom in the
fullest sense of the term was given practical shape to. ~Nowhere,
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perhaps, this amazing change botb in the outlook and activities
of a people which groaned for centuries under the oppressive yoke
of a favoured aristocracy, is more fully expressed than in the oath
of the Japanese Emperor at the time of his investiture.

But much constructive work too was done. Western
ideas of culture and civilisation, not of the type which would
enervate and sap the vitals of a nation but would brace it to push
forward with renewed vigour, particularly in the economic sphere
were liberally introduced into the country. It is much to the
credit of the Samuari a born fighting race who lived on the
pensions granted to them by their feudal lords and who could
not, till this, look with equanimity upon trade and allied oecupa-
tions now deprived of their old privileges put shoulder to the
wheel in the pioneering economic activities of a rejuvenated

Japan,

Japan’s progress no accident,

The industrial progress of Japan is often ascribed to a
series of fortunate events. But in this respect, perhaps no country
in the world is an exception; it is not due to lack of opportunities
that countries and nations are not what they ought to be but it
is due to that sad destitution of acumen which never fails to avail
itself of opportunities as they arise. Japanese Government is
ever alert to the national well-being both by a readiness to take
initiative in any enterprise and to render financial assistance to
those private enterprises which are in need of it. It may safely
be said that the Japanese Government is the vivid concrete,
living embodiment of the ghosts of her Emperors who ever strived
to miake a living, breathing, political and economic unity out of a
mere geographical expression.

New dawn in every sphere.

- The new dawn affected not only the politics and econo-
mics of the couutry but was equally visible in art, literature,
education and religion. In every phase of life a renaissance was
working out; intense nationalism was the keynote everywhere.
And both the Press and the Universities sedulously combined
together to help forward the new spirit so much so that every
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Japanese came fo regard his country first and everything else
next. In the course of thlrty to forty years Japan’s 1111teracy
was reduced to the bare minimum of five per cent.

Technical education stimulates industrial progress.

But it is the technical education that stimulated the
growth of her industrial progress at giant’s pace. It is significant
that Japan’s industrial career synchronizes with that of Germany;
yeb 1t was the peculiar glory of the latter that she was the first
to recognize the importance of technical education and to reap its
full benefits by her crowning victory on the battlefields of industry
with such thoroughness and completeness as no other industrial
nation has ever attained. Japan, however, when. once she shook
of her feudal sleep, determined to be wide awake, Strenuous
attempts were made both by Government and private corporations
to promote technical education in every branch of industry for
supplying native skilled labour to work the machines imported
from abroad—schools and colleges, factories and workshops were
started under the supervision of foreign technical experts; and
students were sent to western countries at State expense to
qualify themselves in the various lines of industry. And the
navtical college in Tokio and the several local merchant naviga-
tion schools are the hLigh-water mark of the solicitude both of

Government and private bodies to spread technical education in
Japan.

Protection and state initiative.

Adams Smith, the exponent of the ideas of I'ree Trade
to the English speaking world had little to influence Japan, ab
the initial stage of her industrial and commercial career. She,
like Germany and the U. S. stands indebted much to the work on
political economy published in 1845 by Frederick List, once again
bringing to the touch—stone the theory of this giant son of Ger-
many, that in certain stages of development, other factors being
in full harmony, protection and State initiative alone can enable
a country to attain greatness ia the fields of industry and com-
‘merce. State initiative and protection are the weapons of the
weaker and Free Trade and private enterprize, those of the strong-
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er. And as a matter of fact, although the tendency of every
State is to recede into the background, in the case of the former
with the industrial advancement of the nation, hardly any
county desires to give up the latter when once she has formulated
her programme as such, a fact fully borne out by the American
high tariff protection. In fact Japan has made heidway in
industry and commerce largely aided by State iuitiative and

protection.

State pioneering.

Could Japan have developed hersell into the power which
she is to-day in the industrial and commercial world without
State initiative and protection? Assuredly not. It is true that
- Japan emerged from the long spell of a feudalistic regime quite
fresh and vigorous. But the good fairies that attended her
re-birth could have promised no more unless she herself helped.
Japan was economically poor, too poor and individual credit in
the country was out of question. To have allowed foreign
capitalists to develop her resources would have meant the cure
worse than the malady. And it is not improbable that her
budding eathusiasm as a youthful nation would have been crush-
ed in the embryo and she would have gone the way of china had
nct the State rose equal to the occasion. The Japanese
Government liberally borrowed funds from abroad; and under the
State management new industries were started and the existing
ones re-organized on modern lines, while private concerns were
fertilized by capital.. And in the fullness of time the State too
handed to private bodies undertakings which they felt they could

handle successfully.

Home Market Patronage.

But all this would have been of small avail unless the
State had followed side by side a constant policy of protection. It
is an inevitable Jaw in the life of every industrial natin that it has
to look to the Home market for patronagé and support until its
infant industries come of age to compete successfully in foreign
markets with high-grade machine-made articles. But herein again
there is always the danger of the Home market being flooded with
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cheap foreign goods of superior quality and finish. And Japan was
not without the danger zone; and the Japanese Government quite
creditably met the situation by assuring the pesiticn of the infant
industries from the very beginning of the industrial awakening by
a consistent tariff policy.

The Three Wars.

In Japanese history certiin specific interests attach to
the three wars, the wars which Japan herself waged successfully
with China and Russia in 1894 and 1905 respectively, and the Great
European war of which she was a mere disinterested spectator,
Japanese-China war had brought her a Jarge indemnity which placed
ample funds at the dispesal of industry and commerce and enabled
the Government to stabilize the currency on a gold basis, afford ng
great facilities and status to her international *transactions, while

her war with Russia put her in possession of important territories,

giving a permoanent basis for the expansion of her markets on the
continent and placing at her command vast natural resources and a
big labour force. But the great European war was the greitest
blessing to her, She was left without a rival as the factories of
the belligerent industrial nations had been converted into Houses
for the manufacture of war necessaries; and the Japanese goods
were in great demand everywhere. Consequently new conceins

were further started and the existing ones expanded and improved..

The exorbitant freights due to the shortage of tonnage by war con-
ditions gave great stimulus to the Japanese ship-building industry
and such bye-industries as the manufacture of engines and others.
Besides she was able to replace the foreign ships in her import and
export trade and to capture a portioa of the world’s trade. Japan
was transformed from a purely agricultural to an industrial conntry
and in proportion her agriculture declined her industrial centres
grew both in buik and numbers—the dominant note of new indus-
trialism. :

Character and Distribution of Her Foreign Trade.

With the increasing economic prosperity and industriali-
z\ion of the country Japanese foreign trade has undergone a re-
markable change in character as well as geographical distribution,

ey

e,
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In place of raw materia’'s she now exports more of manufactured
goods and imports in an increasing degree raw materials and food
stuffs. and the greater portion of Japanese export and import trade
to-day in volume as well as in value is with Eastern markets, Asia
is of primary consideration to her, while the U. S, comes only
second and the European countries last.

Japan’s Future to be made Rosy.

In spite of her unprecedented progress in the development
of commerce and industry the future of Japan, in the prevailing
conditions, is far from being rosy. That her genius lies in the
direction of industrial enterprise there is no denying. And even if
she desires to go back upon agriculture it is qui‘e impossible; her
cultivable areas do not exceed 15 per cent and intensive cultivation
has been tried too, to the utmost. So agriculture can never help to
support her teeming millions, If she should exist as a nation at all
she must improve her position further in respect of oommerclal and
industrial undertakings or must perish.

Further Specialisation Needed.

At present her very industries in which she is supposed to
possess a monopoly are threatened; her silk industey has much to fear
both from the progress of artificial silk ‘ndustry, and the Chinese silk
industry, enjoying the advantage of cheap labour, while her chance
to get Indian markets with inferior guality cotton stuffs do not at
all exist as the Indian cotton indusiries are making rapid strides to
supply the Home demand at a greatly reduced price. In these
circumstances there is only one way out of the tangle; she must
cease exporting raw silk and specialise more and more both in silk
and cotton high-grade goods which woull stand any foreign com-
petition and create a. demand.

Remedy lies in the cure of Other ills.

But the solution of these and others lies elsewhere. In the
first place the fuel problem which is bound to be more thorny in
future as she is the poorest in mineral resources, should be solved
by vigorously pushing forward schemes for tapping her numerous
hydro-electric resources. Next the efficiency of her labour should
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be increased by welfare arrangements for the working classes and
further improvements in .technical methods; women and child
labour should be replaced by men-labour more and more in an ever-
increasing proportion; and the scientific research laboratories should
be expanded and improved for developing the existing technical silk
and helping forward inventions on modern methods of efficiency.
And lastly the rationalisation of her mdustrial organizations, which
is started in, should be given full play. If a comprehensive pro-
gramme on the lines indicated is worked out, she has assuredly a
brighter future before her, although she is to-day at the cruel mercy
of a world-wide depression.

Justice above Brute force a Misnomer.

Even in this twentieth century wbhen so much hubbub is
made that “ Justice is above beute force ”’, it is beyond a doubt that
the old persuasion “might is richt” still holds sway. OClaims of

nations as of individuals are easily recognized if they are backed by

power which would not hesitate to enforce recognition otherwise.
Japan bas to-day as strong a military position as any other nation.
Her voice has become loud and far-recahing; she is a member of the
League of nations on a footing of equality with the Western Powers
and has an assured place in all international conferences. And her
claims put forward are easily conceded—indeed magnanimity must
be profuse where stringeucy will not avail,

Japan A model to India.

Indeed Japan is a source of pride to every Kastern natious
and India under her new constitution will well look for a model to
Japan, the more so Japanese sympathies and out-look are akin to
Indian aspirations more than those of any other progressive nation
on the face of the earsh, :

Lady: “Why don’t you.go to work if you are hangry®”
Hobo: “I tried that once and it only made me hungrier,”

“What sent poor Reggy to an insane asylum?”’
“A train of thought passed through his brain and wrecked it.”




7

“COMPASSION ON THE MULTITUDE"”

(The Catholic Sentinel)

In his noble apostolic letter issued recently from the
Vatican City Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XI adds to his paternal
appeal for a crusade of charity and relief among Catholics to
to alleviate the misery and sufferings of the whole human family
now passing through a terrible ordeal of unemployment and
deprivation an urgent if not final effort on his part to bring about
a halt in the frenzied race for further armaments among tbe
nations of the world. :

Tracing the present period of world depression in no small
measure to the “withdrawal of enormous sums trom the public
wealth’ in consequence of the disastrous world war, Pope Pius
recalls the efforts of his predecessors to prevent what is now
recognized by the nations that participated as the greatest
calamity than has ever befallen any of them. The pizture of
world-wide distres s which the compassicnate Father of Christen—
dom paints in no obscure fashion should cause the leaders of the
nations to pause and reflect on their failure to heed the warning
of other Popes who sought to save the world from the fatal debacle
of which world conditions today are the result and the penalty.

There can be little doubt that the reference of the Pope
to wars and preparations for new wars as a fundamentl cause of
the financial crisis in all parts of the western world is intended
as a hint to the general disarmament conference which will open
Geneva within a few months. It is significant that the pope,
immediately preceeding the publication of his letter, engaged in
a forty-five-minute conversation with Viscont Cecil of Chelwood,
one of England’s principal advocates of disarmament, and on the
same day conferred with the Italian Foreign Minister, Dino
Grandi, who submitted a plan for an arms truce at the recent
meeting of the League of Nations in Geneva.

Like his predecessors he is not merely talking in fine
phrases to a much interested world but he is seeking to have his
influence for peace exerted in the councils of the statesmen who
have the fate of present and future generations in their keeping.
His plea to them 1s made pressing by the background of impove-
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rishment and desperation in which he presents it. He begs the
arbiters of the nations not to push the people to the point of
exasperation. The people involved had no choice in accepting or
rejecting the world war when it came. They are now paying the
awful price of the folly of their leaders whose lack of foresight
led them to squander billions of the people’s hard-earned dollars
on battlefields from which no nation emerged the victor or the
beneficiary. In their hunger and their misery they have been
brought to a sad realization of what war means.. They demand
that billions of dollars being spent every year in preparation for

new wars be diverted to the rehabilitation of the finances of the
~ world ia order that they and their children may not face starva-
tion through unemployment and the burden of war debts. They
are ready to call a halt to statesmen using them as pawns in the
game of war and then making them pay the price of the game in
years of want and distress that follow in the wake of war.

The common people of all nations have a spokesman
and a champion of their rights in the person of 1Lim who speaks
for the Prince of Peace. It remains to be seen whether the
diplomats at Geneva will continue to disregard the voice of one
who “has compassion on the multitude.” They have heard that
voice before and have closed their ears to its pleading for peace
and good—will among men. WIill they turn a deaf ear again and
disregard its warnings? Will they dare in the face of the proofs
of their wanton extravagance in piling debt upon debt upon the
back of impoverished nations fail to reach an understanding on
ways and means of lessening the load at least to the extent of
declaring a moratorium on warships and fortifications and large
standing armies that mean but one thing—wars and rumors of
wars that will bring the final collapse of modern civilization?

- Stability of the social order of the world depends on the
aaswer of the nations to Pope Pius’ ringing call for disarmament.
One more war like the last and there will be nothing left but
disorder, destruction and disaster. The eyes of the world are
on the outcome of the conference at Geneva. By what is done
there the world may stand or fall.




AN ELYSIUM.
(CAPE COMORIN')
K. George B. A, (Old Boy).

A little over fifty miles from Trivandrum to the south is
Cape Comorin, the queen among cipes and a celebratied spot in ali
India. The vast expanse of water with its undulating surface which
is irradiated in smiling sunshine, the magnificent, church and temple,
the palatial Travellers’ Bangalow, the very appearance of which
invites tourists and the huge pile of buildings that greet every
body’s eyes considerably enhance the natural beanty of the place.
As a Sanatorium as place of pilgrimage, and as the southernmost
corner of India, Cape Comorin has a celebrity that is hardly-
eclipsed by that of any other place in India.

The advantages of Cape Comorin as a health resort have
been conceded by both the east and the west alike. Thither flock
from far and wide throughout the vear, the over-worked Govern-
ment officer pining for rest, the holiay-maker to enjoy the fresh
air, the miserable invalids seeking relief in the natural cure afforded
by the elements, and a horde of sight seers of every kind to feast
their eyes on every thing they see there. The breeze from the ad-
joining Maruthua malai pregnant with medicinal effects wafts health
and barmony to all there who are favoured by it. The abundans
dry air devoid of impurity works wonders on invalids of every des-
cription. = A good sea-bath is more pleasant than any of its kiad
anywhere,

: The ce'ebrity of the cape as a health resort is rivalled
rmly by its fame as a p'ace of pilerimage. Therein is sitnated just on
the brink of the sea as if commanding the tnrbulent main, the
reputed temple of the goddes Ambal in whom the Hindu pilgrims
from all parts of India find comfort in their misery and solace
in life. 1t is an inspiring spectacle to see pilgrims old and voung
man and woman alike clothed in tattered garmen‘s with a hand-
ful of utensils plodding their weary way from every nook and cor-
ner of India to’ the holy shrine to propitiate the gnddess and there
by achieve their salvation. The awe and reverence with which
these pilgrims prostrate before the goddess would strike even the
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most impious man-with piety and a thought of life ufter death.

As a strategic point the prominence of Cape Comorin can
hardly be over estimated. It has been the admiration of naval
commanders and public men of the west during all times.

Thus, with its supernatural beauty, climatic advantages,
historical religious and strategic importance Cape Comorin un-
doubtedly stands forth as one of the most remarkable places in
Travancore®

LOVE'S LABOURS GAINED.

C. Madhavan pillai I U. e

“The world must have an end”’ said Ratna as she gazed
in dread and disappointment on the broad expanse before her.
“Yes, the world must have an end. 'When every living

creature is subject to the three-fold phenomena of nature—the

phenomena of birth, existence and death—why should the world,
the background of life’s manifestations, why should the world
alone be exrmpted from this turn‘ this natural course ot life and
death? Yes, the world also must perish within the wheels of
time; it must also die and leave but an empty echo behind”’. This
was the trend of her argument.

Be 1t anything, Ratna is now facing the deep waters of
the Arabian Sea which to her of seventeen was where the world
did terminate. This, she chose as the best resort to accom-
plish an act which would have rid her of all earthly cares and
troubles. '

The sea shore presented a varied aspect.... a panorama
of natural and awe-inspiring scenes which to the philosopher
would have been' perhaps the most invaluable background for
continuing his researches of knowledge and light. Perbaps, the
sweet angel chose this crag of rugged rocks to perpetrate her re-
solute deed since it was free of all those encumbrances which
other resorts would present. The whizz of the persistent gale
and the murmaurs of waves were all the factors that chose to
break the otherwise all-pervading calmness of the atmosphere of
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this solitary scene. Ratna gazed, absorbed and meditative on the
deep blue mass of element before her.

“Oh, did not with the evolution of time and knowledge
the idea explode that the ocean is without shore on the opposite
side? Yes, it-did. But how can any establish that the ocean of
agony within me has a shore which [ixes its limits? = No, it is
devoid of a shore. The world is going to end  If not?..............
What? The world to end? No, my life on earth is going to end.
With me both mean the same”

Did she picture Dev1kummr within her as one of those
traitors of love that are but too common amongst the category
of youngsters that style themselves bachelors? Or, was she intent
on testing to the core the steadfastness of the love-lorn heart of
him who adored and is still adoring her? How is Devikumar,
the budding lover of two and twenty? Was he not awaiting the
glorious metamorphosis in his life when the seeds of love which he
had sown on the soil of her heart, would burst out and grow and
blossom forth intoan enchanting flower of the tendere-t affections?
Why should - they have loved; they whose feelings were so much
aghast ?

While, we, the sympathetic observers ponder over these,
a series of thousand and one thoughts of a like- nature passed
through tlie soft heart of Ratna, Her mind retained as though from
4 day-dream faint recollections of that memorable evening on
which she met her lover for the first time within the precincts of
the country temple and of the happy days that followed, which
were made all the more pleasing and tender since they echoed the
buoyant expectations and dreamy enjoyments which are a necessary
sequel of such interviews. But now, these very thoughfs are trea-
ding on the peaceful abodes of her heart.

“Oh, God! to what could I compare the bliss, the heaven]v
bliss 1 en]oyed in company with Devikumar in that last period of
love and life?. Did 1 think on those days of self-forgetting that
they were but transitory, calculated to bring on me stch havoc as a
disappointed heart and an early death in the depths of the g&ea?
‘Five minutes; yes, only five; and, and I am embracing the maddy
layer beneath the deep ovean before me. . Yes, I deserve it. Per-
petual hell. Is not this what I deserve? and that which T am now
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going to impose upon myself 2",

With these words and an ardent prayer to the one above,
“Oh, Lord of Life and Death! blend my heart with the ever
pure one of my dear, dear Devi”, she is about to spring from the
eminence of the rocks on which she had perched herself, into the
mighty ccean belcw. After severance for ever from him she loved
to her heart, what is left for her but to perish and be forgotten?
What is her hindrance?. No. nothing. She is determined to commlt
......... Suicide.

* 15 this the fruit of true and selfless love?.” These words
are not hers, They come from a distance, faint and feeble. Ratna
got bewildered. “What? Are there other hearts than mine that
feel the bitter pangs of true and selfless love? "', TUnconciously
did she of sweet seventeen trace her steps in the direction in which
the groans of blighted love did emanate. “The world must end;

!

but not now., I must ascertain the cause of the agony that sends

its echo by these groans”.

Ratna hastened to the place from which the hollow groan
did rise. She felt her pace was short of the occasion. She foresaw
the melancholy sound would demonstrate to her one of the not
unimportant aspects of nature’s diversity. Running without aim
and walking without order, she reached at last the gloomy abode
of a fisherman,

It is not natural that those awaiting the world’s end, con-
sider as apything significant the the fatigues of walking or running.
Ratna entered the abode, and, without a moment’s hesitation, ad-
vanced to the solitary cot that formed the only furniture of that
awe-provoking hamlet.

And, what was the scene that presented itself to her
wearied eyes? A fisherman in skeletons that were but the remnants
of a once healthy constitution lay stretched on the dilapidated cot
with eyes fixed towards heaven as though to welcome the hour when
he would be recalled to the spot from where he came, Ratna was
moved; her tender emotions and feeling of humanity sprang within
her. She paused not to reflect on the gigantic fortification of social
inequality that stood betwixt him and her, She stooped to render
the object of pity and assistance whatever was in her power to
administer,
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But the convalescent gazed with indifference and perhaps
abomination on the intruder. Ratna noticed with uneasiness and
dismay the rude countenance of him to attend on whom she had
come all the way.

“What! " she reflected within her, “Isit that even this
fisherman just on-the brink of death. casts on me . despising looks
and assumes a hostile attitude? Yes, possible.. Such is the nature
of the inhuman action I have perpetrated. How could T think for
a moment that this son of the soil, though a fisherman does not
possess a heart more pure than mine? Seeking solace in these
thoughts she advanced to administer first aid to the convalescent.

But the fisherman, to the extreme vexation of Ratna, ap-
peared not as one that cared for her act of humanity. His features
indicated his desire to be left alone %o face the inevitable pheno-
menon of nature, Ratna got bewildered. :

““ How are you nowt "’ she asked- ‘Do you feel strength
enough to speak? If so, let me know your ailment”’.

“Who are you?” he retorted. ‘““Let me feel strength or
let me die. What is that to you’’ ? :

-“My history can’t concern you much. Only know
me a wretch and pry net further. That is. net the thing that
counts. Kindly tell me how you feel and what help you require?

“ If not?” cried he, “why should you know what I suffer
from? Who called you to this abode?

“ Pray, forgive a broken heart. Let not your rude-
ness add to the misery I am already a victim to. First let me aid
you and then you can be angry with me, Because 1 do deserve it,

“Oh, you deserve it? Then come up. Sit beside me”’.

Some feeling, perhaps unaccountable, within her drew
Ratna near to the sick man and she sat on the same ruins of a cot.
The fisherman gazed on her with burning eyes as though to study
the thoughts that lay beneath the innermost recesses of her sad and
troubled heart.

‘““I am pretty much re]xeved" the fisherman at last broke
the silence which prevailed for upwards of a minute. “Shall we
speak? Yes, we shall. About death, eh? ”’

“What?’ Ratna pondered. ““Speak about death. Are
other topics lacking?"’
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“Sweet child!” Responded the sick man. “It is of
death we should speak. Why should- we rack out brains over
things mmgmflcant?”

Ratna was in a whirlpool of confusion.- She grasped too
well that he too like her was eager to bury his life’s burdens in
the Stygian caves of death. Presently she recalled to mind
the first words of the fisherman that had called her to that
gloomy neighbourhood. ‘Is this the fruit of true and selfless
love?” Was not this he lamented over?”

Yes, they chose death itself as their topic. Many of
the arguments of the fisherman were unacceptable to Ratna who,
however congratulated herself in the concordance of his ideas of
death with those of hers as the best asyluin for forgetting all
~world's failures and disappointments.

“My child.” observed the fisherman. “You appear as
one who has been brought up amidst the pleasures of life in towns.
How could you have drawn yourself to this desolate resort of
misery and wretchedness?”’ %

“Oh, it is rather a long story. Not to be narrated in a
moment or two. Fuarther my mind is not at present up to the
fortitude which it demands”.

“Disappointment? lost love, eh? ” the ‘philosopher’ exclain-
ed, and then he laughed as much as his tired frame coald
permit. *“You have been” duped by a villain.  Your ambitions
in love have been frustrated. I traly feel for you".

“How could this wretch have grasped all this abous
me?  Is he vested with powers supernatural?” Ratna thought
wwhm herself.

“No, none- did duve me” she replied, while a cold
shudder passed through her frame. “Had any daped me in the
manner you would have it to be, there was no reason why Ishould
repent so much. On the contrary, it was I, this wrétch in
woman’s garb that duped one, who was the very persomﬁca,blon
of innocence,’.

“The eccentricities of youth! The follies of love! Sweet
lass! why should yod ponder over things t'.lra.nmtioryp How
better.is death ?"'

Ratna felt that some unknown chain 6f feeling was drawing
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her more and more to the ailing man. She bad forgotten about
death; but, her new acquaintance was eulogising the peculiar
merits it possessed.

“So, you duped an innocent youth?”’ the fisherman
interrogated. “Well, can I know which was the temple of inno-
cence that you devastated?” :

“QOh, the story is painful. I duped one whom I loved
with all my heart and all my soul.”

“This is strange! You duped one you loved, heart and
soul? What mean you?”

“I mean what I say. When I think of the past,
remorse overflows my heart and I know not what to do.”

“Well, then your story must be interesting. Kindly, so,
let me know it in detail. I am as ignorant of it as a child. You
are truly beautiful. And accomplmhed And sincere to the bar-
gain, Beautiful, accomplished, sincere ............ 7

“Please don't begm to describe me, It will only aggravate
my sorrows’’
# Well, I will be silent. Let me have your narration’’.

“This wretch before you was born with a silver spoon in
her mouth, so to say, being the only child of affluent parents in
the south of this town. They embalmed me in all tbe lavishings
of paternal affections and in consequence I grew up to be a seat
of pride and the object of attraction to all the youngsters of the
neighbourhood. The result was, by the time I attained the age of
fifteen, I became the deity of adoration of many a foolish youth
who gathered around me like flies around a burning lamp. All their
headlong endeavours to please me indeed amused the vain girl that
I was and confirmed the idea within me that I was superbly hand-
some-

“But, a youth there was who looked on me with feelings
more pure and constant. And who was this youth?. It was none
other than my own Devikumar, the gloriously handsome young man
whom I first met with in our. own country temple. Ours was a
case of love at sight. The instant I met him, I dedicated my heart at
the altar of his affection. And as though to bring up our attachment
fo its zenith, the youth took up his quarters in the neighbouring
~ house to mine, As days rolled on, our passion for each other grew
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deeper and deeper unil it was a case of life and death to us to
win or to lose in our love. Both decided to finish off with life in
case our desire ended in disappointment.

“‘But, the course of true love never runs smooth and not

ere long, Devi began te cherish feelings of apprehension regarding
the stability of my love. The wretched victim of pride that I was,
my behaviour alse harmonised with the reasons he bad for embra-
cing such vague fears, The pangs of disappointed love told upon
his constitution and he lost his habitual gaiety and vigour. Still I
sat unmoved as a cat that watches the dying agony of a half-killed
rat. : :
"“Days passed on until one morning the news spread that
Devikumar had suddenly disappeared. His chamber was searched
for and a small note was all that could suggest any clue regarding
what was come of him. The letter ran to this effect.

“T am now reaping the adverse fruits of taue love. If I have
loved Ratna with all my heart, we will stind- before God, clasped.
hand in hand. I love her; she rejects me. It must be the work of
fate. Anyway, she is beyond me in this Iife. I have lost desire
for éxistence. 1 know not what I am going to do; Ratna, my Ratna
may the Being above shower upon you. his choicest blessings ........
Devikumar”'.

My pride vanished. Life hecame a burden to me. T longed
to end it and join him that sacrificed life for love. I was about to
perpetrate my resolute deed by jumping into the sea when .your
-groans dragged me on to this p]a.ce My Work is'ovet' and 1 am
returning to the precipice once again’’.

“Why, and what for? "’ cried the nnpatlent listener.

“Why?. To ead the life of which T am. already tired.
Why should 1 outlive him that perished for my sake”. N

The countenance of the fisherman suddenly. ehanged; he
became the victim of varied emotions. . “My Ratna!” he cried.
“vour love has not been lost. - 1t is your Devikumar that stands
befor yon. But he is become vnworthy of youn, since the wretch
cherished the strongest of passions for revenge’.

. Ratna gazed and gazed until she could net resist the flush
of her emotions and she advanced to embrace her lover. ‘Stand
back” he cried, while big tears rolled down his cheeks and words
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got ¢hoked in his throat.- “You have found me again, it is trne,
but you cannot embrace me’’.

“And why” asked the girl in despair. - “Why shoud - we’
not be as open to each other as we used to be”.

“Because, beause” be faltered, “because I have done
deeds which make me unworthy even to stand before you. Now
that you have told your part of the story, it is mine to narrate
mine. Listen”

“That love which I cherished for yon transformed 1bsei£
in the presence of hindrances into a burning desire for vengeance.
Your feelings for Balagopal your uncle’s son were interpreted by
me as the symptoms of true and unalloyed love. Side by side
with the feeling that your love for him was on the increase; the
consciousness grew within me that you were neglecting me and
enjoying the follies which I am evmcmg in consequence’’.

*  “My darling Devil” broke in Ratna unable to control
herself any longer and throwing her arms around his shoulders,
“My heart! you have mistaken me. It is true I loved Ba.lagopal;-
but that was nothing beyond a sister’s love for a brother, Well,
even if you mistook it for the kind of love I have for you, why
should you have sought such resorts to wreak your vengeance on
him or me?”

My bnghtest blossom! exclaimed Devikumar as he
cla.sped her passionately to his breast imprinting a thousand
kisses on her soft rosy cheeks. “Let not my words make you
affrighted. Living in disguise is a device not infrequently taken
recourse to by cowards especially when their objeots are  even
more cowardly. I too have followed the same path.” :

: ‘““And can I as one that has dedicated herself up to you,
share the secrets of your heart?”’ asked the wvirgin in intent
enthusiasm.

“You can’ replied her lover “and when you study the
whole of the dark and cowardly project I had m view you will
more or less decide how I am unworthy of you.”

With these words, the infatuated yonth in fisherman’s
guise took out from beneath his pillow a long dagger whose blade
shone brightly as he raised it high in the air. Ratna’s frame ran
oold as she thought her lover would that instant wreak his
vengeance by thrusting it to the bilt on her side. She saw not a
way of escape; nelther did she care for one. :
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But Devikumar raised the dagger higher still while a
fiendish smile disfigured his countenance. “Ratna,” he cried,
“forget me not I pray you. Let this dagger which I had preserv-
ed to kill you both sever my soul from its earthly bondage.” '

: With these strange words, the desperate lover darted the
dagger in the direction of his own heart.

“Devi, my dear dear lord,” cried Ratna as she caught
vehemen tly the hand of her hero. The next was a kind of
tug-of-war between the lovers, each trying to get possession of
the dagger. If it is a fact that in desperate times men are even
stronger than they would at other times be, it is a fact that
applies with double force in the case of the weaker sex- Ratna
did release the dagger from the grip of her lover.

“What fickleness shall I call this?” asked Ratna re-
proachingly “I crave you pardon for my rudeness. Cannot you
forget the past and forgive your humble love?” .

“Ratna, your fault is nothing when compared to mine,
Mine is a fault you cannot pardon’. :

“And why not ? I do pardon you. Let us abandon
this fearful place and walk to the sea shore.

‘With this, Ratna pulled him by the hand and slowly
walked to the shore. Devikumar could not resist her; he could
only follow her with remorse, They reached the shore., The same
crag that bore Ratna when she was about to spring into the ocean
to commit suicide now bore them both, and Ratna, while her
lover was reflecting on all the tragic incidents that passed but too
recently flung the dagger deep into the waters beyond.

State Commissioner’s Address
To S
Iﬂéﬁ HIGHNESS THE CHIF SCOUT
At The

Scout Rally of 7th November, 1931.

: The proud occasion has come round for me once again
to offer. Your Highness, in honour of Your Highness's Birth Day,
the joyous congratulations of one and all belonging to the Scout
Ranks in Travancore,and this time it is my especial good fortune

~
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to be able to add to them their humble and affectionate rejoicings
at vesterday's Investiture.

It is also my proud privilege to refer to the fact that
the Cub Branch of the Scout Movement here, has now a worthy
Chief in tbe person of His Highness, the Elaya Raja, who was
duly invested as the Chief Cub of the State by Your Highness,
as Chief Scout, on the 24th October, in the presence of Cubs and
the members of the Headquarters Council. It is only in the
fitness of things that the Heads of the three branches of this
Great Movement should come from the oyal House whose
members have always been renowned for their abiding interest in
the welfare of the Citizens of the State. I take this opportunity
of conveying to His Highness the ChiefjCub the joyous greetings
of one and all of us. :

Your Highness’s Birth Day signifies to us, every year,
the growing age of the Scout Movement in the State. Taking
into consideration the fact that a boy who joined it at the year
of its inception and who had the good luck to continue up till
now has had scarcely time to imbibe all that Scout training ought
to mean to him, I am not using figurative language at all when T
say that Our Movement, here, is not past its stage of infancy.

Naturally, therefore, while we gratefully acknowledge
the sympathy and support that we bave been receiving from all
quarters including the Government, all these four years we feel
we may not for some time yet arrive at the stage when we can
do without favours. Scout-efficiency and Scout-spirit are some-
thing distinctive and worth striving for, at any price. Adequate
measures for advance depend, mainly, upon the spirit of comraderie
which is brought to the service of the Movement by parents,
schoolsmasters and the ranks. The vast room for achievement,
in this respect, will be easy to cover only with a hearty partcipa-
tion of all of them, in the noble service of this Movement,.

As it happens, in this State, as elsewhere in India,
Educational institutions appear mainly to afford the common
platform for such a triplealliance. But under whatever premises
they might meet, 1 suppose and fervently hope that they will not
lose sight of the fact that they have so met to serve scouting-and

the boys of the State,
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The Headqguarters Council are keenly alive to the public nature
of the Boy Sccut Movement and with a view te popularise it they
have chosen at this psychological moment, to reduce the fee of its
membership to 50 per cent. of the original amount for the geheral
publie and to 25 pet ¢ent. for those Who afe parents or guardians
of Boy Scouts. They hope that this measare will gréately

facilitate wider participation of the public in the service of the

Boys of the State.

One serious handicap under which the Headquarters
Council labour is want of suitable accommodation. While we all
feel extremely proud of this spontaneous emanation, on this
memorable ocrasion, of the good-will and loyal affection on the
part of the members of the Movement that has taken shape in
this magnificent portrait of their most beloved Chief Scout to
which the youngest Wolf Cub has proudly and joyously come
forward to contribute his humble mite along with his elders==We

wish we were able to house it in a building worthy of such a

cherished object and the dignity of this growing Movement.

With due apologies for this digression let me close with

the expression of the wishes of one and all in our ranks for many
more returns of this happy Birth day of Your Highness and for a
long, continued reign of prosperity of their much beloved
Sovereign.

HIS HIGHNESS
THE CHIEF SCOUT'S REPLY
at the i
Scout Rally of November, 1931

G)ﬁu Cﬂaffw?d SRos il deuﬂ]emen,

: I desire to express my sincere thanks to you, t.he State
Cemmiissmna, anid the assernbled scouts for your bitrthday greet-
ings and the expression of your general goodwill and loyalty:
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It is a matter for sincere gratification to me that I am
associated with the ’I‘ra,va.ncore Boy Scouts Organisation as its
Chief Scout and that my famllv has been able to contribute &
cub and a girl guide to the Movement.

I do not propose, on this occasion, to dlla.te upon the
value and the significance of the ideas underlymg the Boy Seout
and the Girl Guide Organisations. Loyalty to God, loyalty to
leaders, diseipline, self-help and the constant desire and obligation
of doing a daily good turn to one’s neighbours are its glorivus
ideals. A clean, healthy out-of-door life uncommitted to any
political or class shibboleths are its watch-words and the trae
scout does not passively accept dogmas or doctrines but learns
things for himself and his whole life is a constant dedication to
the interests of society. No finer training can be conceived
of and especially in the conmditions of this country no more
unifying agency can be imagined.

It is a matter of great rejoicing that scouting in
Travancore has gone 'on from strength to strength until the total
number of members of the organisation is nearly 3000; but I shall
not be content and, 1 am sure you will not be content, unless
this number is multiplied not only tenfold but a hundredfold and
untill every eliglble young man and young woman is enrolled in
the organisation and.is filled with its spirit.

‘As you justly observe, however, the Movement in our
State is yet in its infant stage and for the time bemg may require
and rightly demand assistance from the State in furtherance of
its activities. But [ am sure you and the other members of the
scout oi'gan‘iba,tion will be the first to recognise that the Scout
Movement is and should be not merely & State-aided enterprise
but a genuinely spontaneous, self—supporhmg a.nd popular move-
ment of which the educational institutions of the land will only
be one of the many sovrces of recruitment. I am looking forward
especm]ly to the speedy and healthy growth of a wellorca.msea
Rover Movement whose advantages are not easy to ov er-estlmate.
From your address 1 realise that ‘'you are quite alive to these
aspects of the matter and are taking steps to popularise the
organisation.

1 agree Wlth )ou as to Lhe necessity for suitable accom-
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modation and hope it will be possible for you socn to be housed
in your own building. As an earnest of my good-will towards the
Movement, 1 have great pleasure in contributing a sum of Rs.
towards a building fund from my Privy purse.

This is not the occasion to speak of political or State
matters but what can be a more cementing factor than this
international brotherhood whose ideals are unity and service?

Let me wish God-speed, good scouting and all prosperity
to the Movement.

SCOUT'S COLUMN.

The last batch of our Rover Scouts dispersed after tle
Intermediate Examination of March 1931. And this year a new
troop was raised. This, together with our native Patrol,"Napelean”,
counted 15 members. :

Our active services at the Birthday Rally were highly
praised by the Headquarters Council. In the course of a letter of
the Honorary Secretary of the Travancore Scout Association, he
writes to our Leader, “May I take this opportunity to compliment
you and your troop on the untiring efforts which they put forward
in helping the thé Association in connection with the Rally.”

The Honarary Secrtary "Mr. A, N. Thampi B. A. (Oxon)
Bar-at-Law sent another letter to Rev. Fr, Principal which runs as
follows:—

“I wish to express my sincere gratitude for the splendid
service of your College Rover Crew at the last Rally. Any College
must feel proud of these young men for their sincerity, discipline,
and devotion to duty. I shall ever remember with pride and
pleasure the gallant crew who worked with me for the last Rally.
Pray convey to them my best wishes for a useful and successful
career in College. May I take this opport.umty of congratulating
the College for taking such a good lead in rovering.  You will be
glad to know that yor are the only College in the Stdte who have
sent in a Rover Crew for the Rally”.

(Sd. A. Narayanan Tamp)

Honorary Secretary and Treasurer.



, C.V. Varghese, M.O. Mathew, M. K. Varghese, M. T. Kuncheria
€. J. Scaria, George P. Thekkekara, M. J. Mathew, M. J. Devasia, P. D. Devasia.
;i Secretary).

Standing I Row.

: A. Narayanan Tampi Esq.,
T. C. Sebastian
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Each one of us was presented with a “SCOUT SOUVENIR"’
and our services were asked for in conrection with the “All Travan-
core Athletic Meet’ as well.

We are very thankful to Mr. K, Ramabhadran, the Orga-
nising Secretary and to Mr. A. Naryanan Tampi, the Honorary
Secretary, for having consented to sit with us for a Group Photo.

Thayil dJ. Chacko.
Scribe:

THE ART OF EXTEMPORE SPEAKING.

(PG Joseph Klng /C.).

It is falsely assumed that the faculty of speech is bestowed
upon man even from his birth, Both ancient and modern orators
hold a different opinion. Men become orators not by nature, or by
accident, but by education and training. No body would have
dreamed that Demosthenes the stammerer, would become such a
great orator. 1t was due to his persistent effort that he attained
to such an exalted position. It is reported of some modern orators
that they have got rid of their gesticulations and mannerisms by
making speeches before a big mirror.

If one is to succeed on the plat-form he must have a great
deal of training and preparation. But the defect with some of our
people is that they depend a great deal upon inspiration. Tnspi-
ration comes to one, only if he is quite preparel and thoroughlv
trained. No man will become a great or effective speaker with
out training. All our powers whether of mind or of body are given
to us in a state of imperfection. 1t is only in action that they have
power to grow.

None can claim the rigt to adéress others, but he who
has something to say. Some thing must be concieved and shaped
in his mind. A true speaker is one who is well instructed, who
has a great facility for expressing himself, a man who has deeply
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meditated over the subject and arranged his arguments in a
clear and logical manner,

Fluency of language lies at the threshold of all public
speaking. It constitutes the foundation of true oratory. Ideas
are of no use if we are fettered by a slowness of speich or maimed
by a halting mode of delivery. Then speech is devoid of all charm
and power, So floency must be cultivated side by sile with thought.
As soon as the thouzhs is conzievel its precise varbal equivelanst
must be on the tongue.

To fluency of languige must be united the afHuence of
thought. Leb our though‘s govern our lanyuage. Behind the words
must stand the man whose words are the reflection of mind and
heart. Fluency can be atiaind by constant recurrence of ideas to
the mind, of words to lips. 'T'he extension of ones vocabulary is
an essential thing for for facility of expression. I'low of 3peech and
extension of vocabulary are very often obtained by translation
Translation trains the mind in the perception of idews and in the
accurate expression of those ideas. Memory i3 enriched with the
choice treasures of thought—and mind gains the power of choozing
appropriate words, the tongue, pliancy of uster ince.

Reading aloud has been frequently resorted to by great
speakers, It loosens the tongue and ren ders it more obedient to
the impulse of thought and feeling.

To obtain command of lapguage it is good to hear the best
speakers. These almost unawares give us a style, and the language
becomes full and harmonions, spirkling with muxims and illus-
trations. Shakespeare possesses the power of wielding the language
with great pliancy. Of course, our debating societies play a very
important pars in the training up of students in public speaking.
Some of the greatest of mneteeth censury orators owed t,helmelo-
quence to the training they had received in such sceieties.

Committing ro the memory some of tha best passages is
surely an aid to the art of speech-making. ‘ Have something to
say and say it clearly’. Pompous language and rhetorical periods
are to be avoided. Style is the expression of our own individu-
ality., Simplicity comes from clearness of thought. Cultivation of
natural endowments should be our aim. :

‘The greater an orator’s breadth of knowledge, the greater

=

.
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is his power to sway the mind and emotions of men. We should
keep the mind in touch with acknowledged masters of thought aud

langunage.

COLLEGE CHRONICLE.

Changes in the staff. Mr. T. S. Raghavan M. A. professor
of Botany and an active member of the Magizine committee left
us early this year to take up a post as Liecturer in Natural Science
to the Annamalai U/niversity. Mr. Baghavan. during the three
vears that he was here’ impressed us as an efficient and popular
Professor. We could not give him a send off owing to the sudde:-
ness of his departure from our midst.- We hope howev rto make up
for it by inviting Mr. Rachavan to go over here that we may have
the pleasure of giving him a formal ‘adieu’. His place as chief
of the department has been taken by Mr. M. S. Raghavachari
M. A. formerly Assistant Professor of Botany. Our coagratula-
tions and best wishes to the new professor!

Mr. S. Sundaram B. A. Demonstrator in Botany left us
towards the end of the last term to take up a post as a teacher in
the Tinnevelley District Board. Though we shall miss him very
much from our midst we heartily wish him success and advance-
ment in the new sphere of his activitics. His place in the De-
partment has been taken by Mr. K. C. Chacko B. A., one of our

own ‘Old Boys’
We have also very great pleasure in recording the

following additions to the college staff:—

Mr. R. Vaidyanathan B. A. (Hons) second class (late of
the Madras Christian college)has joined us as Asst.Prof.of Botany.

Mr. N. Krishna Kaimal B. A. (Hons) second -class,
another of the distinguisbed Old Boys of the College has been
appointed Tutor in English: while the Physics and the chemistry
Departments have also received the addition of a Demonstrator
each, the former in C. Ouseph B. A. first class first in the Presi-
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dency, the latter in Mr. M. K. Joseph B. A. second class.

‘We have great pleasure in according all our new friends
a cordial welcome.

Games. The various activities in the field of sports of which
we gave an idea in the last issue of the Magazine are all in fall
swing. The most remarkable feature in this field, is of course,
the big foot-ball tournament organised by our college. We are
told that as many as fourteen teams from various parts of Cochin
and Travancore are competing. We have already had some fine
display of brilliant game and sportsmanship and even while we
go to press the speculation is rife as to which team will finally
carry off the trophy. Most remarkable of all displays has been
the Homeric contest wagzed between the Arts College Trivandrum,
and our College B Team. Thrice the battle has been fought (not
in a field of blood, however) and thrice the combatants have

retired, neither side capable of claiming the victory. Will they

return to the charge ? They must. “All things must have an
end and tournaments too, in this world” says the Tournament

Secretary. Perhaps he is righti-* Mean while let us be permitted -

to say to the various young enthusiasts of Football, Hockey,
Tennis, Badminton, Tennikoit, Volley ball etc. “On! On! with the
game.” ;

As we write these lines the Selection Kxamination is
going on. We hope our students approach these tests in a sports
manlike spirit. Keep cool and play the game, friends: and if you
have been playing the game fairly and squarely, during the one
and odd years, you will never have cause to regret the umpires’
decisions. ‘On with the game!" still we say.

Of the various other fields of activity, Literary and
Debating societies, and the games in the various Hostels, our

reports tell us that they are all functioning properly and vigorous-
ly as they ought to.

X*mas Greetings.

We have great pleasure in wishing a Merry X'mas and Happy
New year to all the contributors and readers of our Magazine !.

AR ——



SIT DOWN AND THINK.

On the office wall of Mr. Thomas Edison hangs a framed
quotation. “ There is no expedient,” it says, ‘‘to which man will
not resort to avoid the real labour of thinking”. It is rather signi-
ficant that that is always before the eyes of one of the greatest
thinkers in the world

It has always been one of the world’s great mistakes that
it tends to worship action rather than thought. Action may be
more spectacular, but befcre any action can take pliwce there must
first have been some hard thinking by someone,

It is true that the world depends very much oa those who
can act efficiently and who can carry out instructions carefully and
faithfully, but its really great men are those who can sit down and
plan and scheme and originate those instructions.

_ “One of the hardest things in the industrial world to-day’.
said a big employer recently, “ is to find enough men who are cap-
able of thinking a problem through, men who can do a whole job
without further supervision or additional promp'ing”’,

The world needs thinkers more than it ever did, and if
they are not forthcoming it is because most of us are too lazy to
face the hard labour of thought. It is so much easier to take our
opinions secondhand, so much simpler to let someone else do our
thinking for us.

But that isn’t the way of progress, either for the world or

for ourselves, We don’t get things done by leaving them to other
people, for that means we aren’t troubling to think about them
ourselves. ' :

Do you grumble at things? Do you wonder why nothing is
being done? Well, what do you propose should be done?

You don’t know? Well, sit down and think!

WRITERS AND PUBLISHERS.

¢ We all know' that an author’s first books may not be
profitable’, writes Mr. Edward Weeks in the Aflantic Monthly.
Conard’s early volumes were published at a loss, and at the outset
Hardy’s novels had a costly reception. - But a publisher worth his
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salt is not going to allow an author in whom he has confidence to
remain static and his books a loss if he can possibly help it.

‘You may be sure that over a space of years a publisher
may invest in an author in a’better than ever proportion to the res-

ponse which his writing has invoked. Once a wiiter begins to

make headway, more sail and still mor sail will be crowded on.
Certain it is that a publisher will build more steadily for a loyal
-writer than for one who is ever in the market for the highest bidder.

‘ Let me quote the Commandments for authors, complied
by a Philadephia publisher, Mr. Gordon Dorrance. Thy are irres-
pective of sex:—

‘ Don’t show your work to friends. Show it to enemies.
They'ill criticise it

Don’s tell everyone you’re writing a book. Get it
accepted. :

¢ Don’t write long handwritten letters about your MS. Use
a typewriter: be brief.

*Don’t send an Arabian Nights to a Bible publisher.

Know your market. :

* Don’t submit your novel on Nov. 15 and expect the pub—
lisher ‘to have it in the stores by Christmas’. He won't:

‘Don’t use a pen name. Your publisher doesn’t.

‘Don’t criticise first and inquire afterwards. Information
is understandig.

‘Don’t bother the book-seller. He has one show window
and 10,000 new books every year to put in it.

‘Don’t change publishers. Old frinds are best”,

- THE FOP. 0

By S. R. N.

It is ten minutes to ten. Why friends, do you all keep
looking at the college gate ? Ah! there comes the hero of our
class, that facetious springald, our filmstar—shouts of joy! bisses
and noises to be heard from nooks and corners of the college.
Welcome to the our Douglas Fair—banks, ferry-com-tumble to
our midst. Mark ! how the smoke issues from his mouth and
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goes high up in the air as if to greet some friends upstairs.” Trip
the space more smartly young gaudy-pate; a step more to the
college veranda, another long truff which gathers him fresh life
and new vigour; he alights at the college floor and makes a polite
obeisance. -

You all smile! why, there is his French moustache well
trimmed and kept in the best array possible appearing like ‘silken
fringes” on his smoky lips! What a splendour of light emanates
from his head like an aureole round a saint Eh! it is the light
t hat is reflected from the thick growth of his hair which is well
cemented with brillantine and combed into waves. How strange
now, looks the bright straight track through the middle of his
head gleaming like some desolate road through a trackless wood.
Don’t count the time he lost in acquiring artificial beanty; surely
he might have served a model for Milton to write his ‘comus’.
Think, what a nice idea, those spects of his! the glass suits him
very much and really it adds to his appearence; more-over glasses
are a double blessing. they give the face that impressive mysteri-
ous importance and serve as an ornament and moreover it gives
one the liberty to sleep whether in class or outside, without the risk
of being detected in the deed. Watch his faceand therein you shall
see an image cut in ebony can be turned into an ivory portrait of
the God of Love—thanks to Hazeline Snow. Wherever you turn
you see art conquering nature, the glory of modern science! I
think ‘it was Edison who made a series of research work in his
laboratory and concluded that dolls and feather tops can be given
an air of life by electrification with suitable contrivances. Has
one such figure walked into life? Truly he is a French Monsieur
in matters of dress, for

“They in France of the best rank and Station

Are most select and generous chief in that”

His blazer-coat might be used as attempting bait to you
all; is it not true? Look! how up-to-date it is in stitching and
brushing! You may be able to buy a coat of the type; but where
to find the elegance in dressing® only in him. Behold! there
appears something pretty, beautiful butterfly like, peeping through
the cut pocket of his coat, as a fashionable lady might through a
half shut window. Things shine by contrast, a wise saw; for the
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naphkin in his cut pocket is more shining than an arabesque orna-
ment worn by Spanish Moors. The flap-tie suspended from his
neck with its syrein-like alluring charm flutters in the gentle
breeze. It will be improper, but perhaps natural on your part to
interpret his left hand being always in company with his mous-
tache as accomplished in a deliberate exhibition of his beautiful
wrist watch and gold chain.

Mark you with what slow and measured steps be walks
in the company cf a circle of admirers: Wherefore this perfume
i his train? his path is not strewn with flowers— few to bathe in
rose-water and smear with perfumes. O! heaven, had it not been
for the band of admirers around, bees would have crowded upon
him in the hope of sucking honey and thereby troubled him. No
beoks in his hand; — that is the license of a privileged few in the
class. Then what is it that he wields freely in his right hand? a
tennis bat! Why does the professor look askance at him? he is
a true disciplc of Cardinal Newman in so far as he concuts with
him that a university is not a place of instruction, though he'does
not comprehand that it is a place of -education. He would have
come out with a tripos, had he been somewhere at.-Washington cr
Illinois.

Ha! Yonder he comes to the class after the Second bell
like a member of parliment. Seel he surveys first hLimself and
then the whole class when just at the entrance of the room.
Hooting and shouts of laughter! What does the mountain care?
He takes them as a compliment paid to bim. With an assumed
complaisance and dignity he faces the class and wishes ‘bon jour’
to the professor who takes a full look at him. Quietly, quietly
he goes to the “romantic corner’” and there be plants himself
amidst his veteran companions. A five minutes flutter and
hissing in the hall; bis vanity is satisfied. For twenty minutes
he sits in the class spell-b wund, blinking at the chair. Gradually
he rests his head on the desk and makes another forty minutes
bow before the stndents. Then as if by an electric shock he
awakes from his slumbers hearing the college bell.

o R e - |y S
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