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H. H. the late Sree Sir Rama Varma, G.C.s.I, G.C.1.E,,
Ex-Maharaja of Cochin.
By K. S. KASTURI IYER, B. A., B.L.

On the 16th of Makaram, not long after the glorious sun, in his erimson
robes, set on the horizon and plunged into the vast ocean, after a short spell of
a day, an illustrious son of the Cochin Ruling House, His Highness Sree Sir
Rama Varma, G.0.8.L, G.C.LE., the Ex-Maharaja, suddenly closed his fairly long
earthly career in subdued light and plunged his loving and loved subjects in
un-utterable sorrow. The usual court mourning will perhaps be over in a year
but it will be a long time before the people of the State will cease fo mourn the
loss of one who had secured an abiding place in their grateful hearts.

His Highness the late Maharaja’s life career was unique in several
respects. It does not ordinarily happen that a reigning sovereign voluntarily
relinquishes his birth-right and steps aside of himself to watch the result. His
Highness the late Maharaja achieved this unique distinetion. We are, therefore,
provided, by this very act of singular sacrifice and His Highness’ fairly long
retired life, with the proper perspective and with the necessary light and shade
to construect a full picture of His Highness complete in all its details. But the
production of such a picture must be left to the future historian and eannot be
attempted in a short note for a ‘“Collese Magazine.,” The purpose of this
retrospect is simply to furnish the barest oufline of a singularly purposeful and
well-spent life.

When His Highness assumed the burden and responsibilities of his
exalted position, he was neither in leading-strings nor in his dotage. He had
arrived at an age which guaranteed full vigour and full possession of all his
faculties with the back-ground of a well-regulated, well-diseiplined and well-
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stocked mind. His Highness, therefore, started his career as a Ruler with the
promise in him of great things to come; and he *did not belie expectations.
From the very beginning, His Highness made it clear that he meant business
" and that he also meant to decide and act for himself. His Highness ascended
the throne filled with the vision of a ‘Great Cochin’ and, with the assisbancs
of a succession of brilliant administrators brought from outside the State, did
succeed, in a marvellous degres, in raising Cochin to the level of a madel State
and in earning the title to ba called the ‘Maker of Modern Cochin.” Every
department of the State was quickly and thoroughly over-hauled and brought in
line with the enlightened and progressive administrations outside The State.
His Highness’ dynamic personality put new life and energy into every gingle
unit of administration and nothing escaped his lynx-eyed vigilanee. Discipline,
efficiency and purity in administration were His Highness’ wateh-words. His
Highness could tolerate much but dishonesty, in any shape or form, found no
quarter. It is to the eternal credit: of His Highness: that he-stamped oub
corruption from the State with an iron hand, espeecially in the higher grades of
officialdom. ~There is an impression abroad that, tempsramentally, His High-
ness was a bit of an autocrat. Nobhing eould be further away from the truth.
Such an impression only shows how strength of mind and tenacity of purpose
strike the average man. His Highness was a believer in the rule of action that
if a thing was worth doing at all. it was worth doing well. It is true thab
softness was nob a pronounced feature in His Highness’ mantal make-up. But
that is a very different thing from saying that His Highness was autoeratically
inclined by nature. The truth is that there was no more constitutional Ruler.
His Highness had, it has got to ba remambared, to play the role of a dictator until
he felt sure that the State had progressad all along the lina and that the
administration had reached a reasonable level of efficiency. When His High-
ness was assured of that, he lost no tima in announcing his inbention to
associate his subjects with the responsibilities of administration. This an-
nouncement gave the lie direct to the mis-apprehension referrad to ahove.

His Highness had been known to the outside world not marely as a great

Ruler. He had an even wider reputation as a great Sanskrit scholar. Tha
way in which His Highness patronised and encouraged Sanskrib learning and
surrounded himself with eminent Sanskrit scholars and often held disecourses
with them, was reminiscent of the glorious past of our dear motherland. By
inherited instinet and cultured convietion, His Highness was sbrietly orthodox
in all religious and social matbers and continued to be so down to the end of his
life without having had any reason to feel ashamed of it. Bub His Highness’
orthodoxy was personal to himself and did not affect others and His Highness
certainly reserved to himself the right to regulate his private conduct and
practices in the light of his own convietions. If, on esrfrin occasions, His
- Highness’ orthodoxy came int eollision with the “ advanced” views of a secbion
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of public opinion, it was because, as the spiritual Head of the State, he had
duties to perform and did not shrink from the parformancs of the same.

A study of the personil side of His Highness must be of absorbing
interest, parbicularly to students. The first thing that would strike one who
had oceasion to stand in His Highness’ august presence was his penetrating
eyes which could seem to search you through and through. For most people,
particularly to erring individuils, it wis an ordeil to meat His Highness’
steady gaze and yet avoid profuss perspirabion and a certrin shaking of their
nether limbs., Yet His Highness would soon put you at eise with his gentle
conversation with an occasional laugh thrown in between, although you would,
nevertheless, still continue to feel somewhat uncomfortable. His Highness had
an admirable control over himsslf and never lost his temper even while burning
with indignation. His Highness had a well-knit body able to stand the strain
of much strenuous physieal exertion. It may cause surprise to my young friends
to be told that His Highness was an excellent horseman and a fine marksman
too. During his occasional shooting excursions to the hills, His Highness has
been known to walk long distances lewving his attendants behind, panting to
keep pace with him and causing no little amusement to His Highness himself.
His Highness' habits were 80 extraordinarily wall-regulated that he was able fo
put through a heavy programme of work, both public and private, each day,
without impairing his health. His Highness' aftention to details was even
more remarkable. One poaculiar feature of His Highness’ personality compslled
attention and outshone every other trait in his character. His Hishness knew
his own mind and expectad overyone to mind his own Ps. and Qs. His
Highness took full responsibility for whatevar he did or did not do. But His
Highness never allowad, even those nearest and dearest to him, to take liberties
with him and did not hesitate, on principle, even to sacrifice them in order to
show every one his or her proper place. His Highness, no doubt, had his own
likes and dislikes. That was becauss he wais a strong man, every inch of him.
After all, His Highness was human. Small frailties often serve as a foil fo
setb off great and outstanding virtues.

The end came with almost dramatic suddenness. After performing hig
Sandhya, as usual, and talking to those in attendance on him, His Highness
asked to be left alone and want to bed for a little rest. In about five minutes
after His Highness turned in, the spirit had left the tabernacle of flesh. His
Highness was as great in deith as he was great in life. Hs shuffled off his
mortal coil with just as much eass as hs gave up his birthright, Physically
wo miss His Highness' great pressnce bub his spirit will abide.
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Indian Universities.*

By R. M. STATHAM, C. L E.

I am deeply grateful to the Trustees of the Jubilee Memorial Fund for
the high honour they have done me in asking me to deliver these lectures this
year, but I must admit that it is with feelings of great diffidence that I appear
before you this evening. I should under any circumsbances have found 1t
difficult to regard myself as a suitable lecturer for this occasion bub, since I
have learnt the names of the very distinguished public men who have preceded
me on this platform, my diffidence has been largely increased.

T have chosen as the subject of my lectures ** Indian Universities ”, nob
because I consider that the problems of University Education in India are more
important and compelling at present than the problems conneected with other
grades of education but because 1 thought it was a subject acceptable fo a
College audience and also a subject which can in several ways be related to
some of the problems facing the South Indian States to-day. In any ease it is
a pleasure and a privilege to be lecturing on an educational topic in Cochin
State which has shown such great educational progress under the wise guidanca
of His Highness the Maharaja of Cochin,

T do not propose to burden you with the detailed history “of the origin
and development of our Universities in India. I intend in these lectures to
deal only with certain aspects of their work which appeal to me as needing
special consideration.

In practically every monograph, essay and lecture on Universities wo
read of the cultural aim of University life and of the necessity for attaining
high standards of scholarship and reseacch. In Convoeation Addresses in parfi-
eular Universities are generally referred to as if they were places set apart only
for the search after knowledge. To-day you must permit me to be a heretic.
I am as desirous as anyone of retaining tha high cultural and academic aims of

- our Universities but undeér present conditions I consider it essential thab our

Universities should be more directly related to the needs and life of the country
which they serve. Their *unrelatedness”, if T may use the word, is, I think,
probably the unrecognised cause of some of our troubles to-day. When old-
world seholars wrote of knowledge for knowledge’s sake they were no doubt
picturing small and compact Universities able by the conditions of their
foundation and the status of their undergraduates to aim mainly at one ideal
but the relationship of our Indian Universities to the life of the country
presents, for many reasons, a problem not altogether anticipated by writers of
the past. ;

—

* Jubilee Memorial Lectures 1932—delivered at the Maharaja’s College.
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Dr. Alberb Mansbrldge, for whose work and s.brhty Ihafve the sincerest
regard, in his fascinating book, *The Older Umversmes of England ** discusses
how fan: tha smglemmded pursuit of learning in lecture rooms and laboratories
:hsm been mbieﬁweuﬂy to serve life, He writes, It i3 vecorded somewhere

~ that one of the toasts after a Cambridge dinner was ‘God bless the higher
mathematics and may they never be of use to any one;’ that is precisely the
_Spirit which makes a University ; it is a strange but true paradox that for
philosophers or men of science the search for mere utility is dangerous.” I
have no quarrel with such a view as it stands, but it cannot obviously be
applied ts all the many thousands in India who fight their way into University
classes hoping not merely for culture bub for careers in after life. There must
--be many a poor unemployed eynic abroad in the land to- -day who would alter
the toast just quoted info ** God bless higher education and may it never ba
of use to anyone”’ !’ Whatever may be the ideally correct function of a Univer-
sity it is, I think, a fact that there is much dissatisfaction at present in India
with the so-called rigidity of Ligher education and I am certainly not alone in
my desire to see that our Universities should be more directly related to the
needs of the people. Only the other day, for example, I noticed tha.t the Liord
Bishop of Madras is reported to have said in a public speech, * the whole
tendency of the schools was standardisation and neither teacher nor parent—
particularly the parent—gave a thought to the bent of the boy or girl.
Children leff school and got employment where they could. How could the
parent be approached so that there could be harmonious co- operation? What
= employment was open for which we eould train children ? General education
Was necessary and good for all employment but what special training should be
' “given so that children could secure employment when they left school ? Should
the schools also not give some direction as to what Universities the c}nldren
should go to ? He did not know which was the tail and which was the dog but
let the schools as the tail do a little wagging of the Umvelsﬂzy dog.”

Dr. Mansbridge's paradox may be a truism but if the example of Oxford
and Cambridge is to be quoted it should be remembered that the great mamrlty
of the students at those Universities do not aftend to the single-minded pursuif
of learning bub serve the life of the Empire by equipping themselves in a
number of ways to take up careers ranging from mdustry to polities. :

People often write and gpeak ag if the undemra,dua.tes of Oxford and
Cambridge went to the University w1bhoub any intention of putting theu‘ =
Umversu;y degrees to practical advantage. While it is true that the life at
Oxford or Cambridge by itself affords excellent training, the average parent who
manages, very often at great sacrifice, to send his son to Oxford or Camhrldge
does 8o with the full knowledge that a degree of either University has a speoml
value in relation to future employment. The range of employment is no doubt
wider for graduates of the older Umversmws fhan it i is for lihose who study in
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the younger Universities, which have specialized in practical courses, bub the
undergraduates of Oxford and Cambridge are certainly not unmindful of the
fact that their degrees generally lead to-employment in the gervices, the pro-
fessions and in commerce. The authorsof the Travancore University Committee
Report stated the case well when they wrote :—" the tendency to an austere
conception of the University which would make it exclusively a place for the
advancement of learning and knowledge has been corrected parbicularly in
vecent times in many notable pronouncements on the true functions of a
University. Till the 19th century the most noteworthy duty “of a University
was regarded as teaching. During the last century the obligations cf research
in a University came to be emphasized. The 20th century with its recognition
of the inter-dependence of knowledge and freedom and its faith in the Cemo-
cratization of knowledge has brought in the further belief that the University
exists for the general service of the community.”

The most easual observer who surveys University education in India
must be struck by the unparalleled number of students who read in college
classes. Over 1,00,000 students attend the 18 Universities of the Indian
Empire and the Caleutta University alone has more students than all the 11
Universities of England put together. In fact the tobtal number of University
students in the whole of the United Kingdom is approximately only 48,000 of
which about 14,000 are women.

No one, least of all myself, wants to deny University edueation to any
stndent who can profit by it, but it is impossible not to feel a doubt whether
the sheer weight of numbers alone in our Indian Universities is nob injurious
both to the Universities therM®ves and to many of their products. India is
mainly an agricultural country and in consequence has eomparatively few
business and professional openings for graduates in arts and yet we have the
somewhat unnatural position that in India a higher percentage of secondary
school students proceed to the University than the corresponding parcentage
in England. It is also remarkable that, in a country, which unfortunately
has such a high percentage of illiteracy, as large a proportion of the population
should be receiving higher education as the proportion found in far more
literate countries. Is it too much to ask that our Universities should
seriously consider this question of numbers both in relation to their own
standards and in relation to fhe value of their courses to the average under-
graduate? In this connection I note that the Auxiliary Committee of the
Tndian Statutory Commission summarised their opinion of the position in one
terse sentence, “The Universities are over-crowded with men who are not
profiting either intei]lectually or materially by their University training.”

One of the reasons why the Universities in India are over-crowded is, I
think, because in many of the Universities students are admitted at an age
which could not be dreamt of in most Universities outside India. Owing to
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the system of Intermediate Colleges and also owing to the low age limif,
students are able to become under-graduates even at the immature age of 13.
Not so many years ago there appears to have been no age limit in Madras and
students have been known to matriculate even at the age of 11. 1In 1927
there were over 15,000 students under the age of 18 reading in Indian
Universities and last year the number of such students reading in the
Madras Presidency alone totalled 3,250. It is not surprising that Universities
have diffculties over numbers and standards when boys between the ages of 13
and 17 are admitted as undergraduates. Tam aware that the question of the
- existence of Intermediate Colleges has been hotly debated and that there are
difficulties in connection with vested interests, finance, ete., but the controversy
regarding the existence of Intermediate Colleges has turned largely on the
quesfion of control and not of aga. Parents I know are generally proud of
precocious children but I venture to suggest that they are running grave risks
when, as they often do, they send away young and immature boys to large
centres of collegiate education. Such boys are from no point of view ripe for
‘the comparative independence which an undergraduate life bestows ‘on them.
In Universities outside India it is a rarity to find undergraduates under the age
-of 18 or 19 with the result that a student of a University is able to reap the
fullest possible benefit from his collegiate course being just at an age when he
is passing into manhood, physically and mentally. It must also be remembered
that many of the Universities outside India are completely residential and the
students, even though older than Indian students, are kept under strict super-
vision in so far as their habits of life are concerned. Whereas in India in the
majority of places where there are colleges large numbers of young boys do not
have the advantages of the safeguards of a residential system and their manner
of living outside college hours is almost entirely unsupervised by the college
authorities. In the Madras University for example during the year 1929-30, only
one-fourth of the students of constituent and affiliated colleges were living in
college hostels. TFurthermore, even tha students who live in hostels have, as
far as T am aware, less restrictions placed on their comings and goings than the
more elderly students, for example, at Oxford and Cambridge. Further there are
no University Proctors and no compulsory wearing of caps and gowns so0 as fo
distinguish urdergraduates from other young men. A young boy may have been
brought up with the utmost care and may show every sign of steadiness of con-
duet and character, but I think it is placing an improper strain on a boy, who

should at that age be under the close discipline of a good school, to give him the
title of under-graduate, to set him down in a large city and to mix him up with
other students many years older than himself. In recent years however several
of the Indian Universities have realised that, for whatever reasons, Intermedi-
ate Colleges should not form an integral part of University education. ‘Af
Dacea, Aligarh, Allahabad and Lucknow intermediate education has been separated
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from University control. Perhaps other Universities may, in spite of attendant
difficulties, come to realise that young boys require a system of education
distinet from that which even a good University can provide them with.

If one examines the courses of study at most of the Universities in
India one is struck by two things; the paucity of professional ecourses and the
re-duplication of the provision of identical arts courses within a comparatively
small area. Twenty years ago in the Madras Presidency graduates in arfs
practically confined themselves to employment under Government or employ-
ment in the legal, medical and teaching professions but today the tragie in-
crease in middle class unemployment necessitates a changed outlook. While
I do not for one moment suggest that a graduate in arts is not fit to enter any
walk of life, whether it be agriculture or industry, I cannot help thinking that
some at least of the courses of study in our Universities might be more related
to the practical needs of students seeking new openings in life. ven for those
students who are in a position to devote themselves wholly in after life to
publie work there is little in the majority of the present University courses
which can directly or even indirectly acquaint them with civie problems or pre-
pare them for social work. I expect there are those in my audien ce who would
like to reply that Universities are not places of practical training bub cenbres -
of culture and knowledge. T can only suggest that while Universities must
jealously guard the torch of knowledge they must also respond to the varying
needs of public life. To quote the Auxiliary Committee of the Indian Statutory
Commission again, a Committee which included two Vice-Chancellors of Indian
Universities, ‘‘Universities are not isolated institutions devoted wholly to ftea-
ching, study and research. They are in a real sense organs of the Common-
wealth with a place of their own in the national economy.” If we aceept such
a dictum our Indian Universities, I fake it, cannot remain in isolation from the
developments around them while they continue to pass out a stream of gtereo-
typed graduates most of whom cannot now be profitably absorbed into the life
of the country. Indian Universities ars apparently shy of technical and teechno-
logical courses fearing perhaps to create a new type of educated unemployed.
These fears, if they exist, are, as 1 hope to show later, largely unfounded. Uni-
versity students undergoing professional and technical instruction in India re-
present approximately only 207 of the total number of University students;
while in some provinces the percentage is as low as 37, The following figures
show to what a limited extent the 18 Universities of India make provision for
professional and technical instruction. Seven Universities provide instruction
in some form of engineering; eight Universities provide instruction in com-
merecial subjects ; only four Universities have agricultural courses; only one
University offers a degree in forestry and only one a degree in mining. But
‘this ‘enumeration doesnob give us an accurate picture of the extent of “profes-
sional studies because several of the classes referred fo have few students, if
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any. The latest figures available show that in the Allahabad University out of
a fotal of 1,279 students only 29 were reading for commerce. In the Bombay
University in the year under reference there were only 56 graduates in com-
merce, 11 in mechanieal engineering and 27 in agriculture. In the Caleutta,
University there were only 43 graduates in commerce and 21 graduates in en-
gineering, In Decca University there were only 15 graduates in commerce. In
Limcknow there were only 24 graduates in commerce. In Mysore University
there was only one candidate for the degree in conmerce and 36 graduates in
Engineering. In the Punjab University there were 30 graduates in agriculture
but no candidate for the diploma in commerce. In the Madras University there
were only 7 graduates in agriculture part I, 19 in part I, 11 graduates in civil
engineering and 6 in mechanical engineering. The figures for all the Universi-
ties in British India for the latest year available show that out of a tofal of
12,300 graduabes there were only 196 graduates in engineering, 79 in agricul-
ture and 215 in commerce.

I am well aware of the essential difference between the needs of an in-
dustrial country like England and an agricultural country like India, but it ig
nevertheless well worth while to look at what is being done in Universities
elsewhere in the Empire. The Universities of Oxford and Cambridge have long
been the butt of critics who declare that the work and ideals of those Univer-
sities are unrelated to the needs of the Empire but even Oxford and Cambridge
have in recent years adjusted themselves to the trend of the times and have
introduced utilitarian courses. At Cambridge there are courses in Military
Science, Engineering, Metallurgy, Aviation and Aero-Engineering, Agriculture,
Horticulture, Art, Public Health, Hygiene, Forestry and Coal Mining. While
at Oxford there are courses in Military Science, Agriculture, Forestry, Rural
Economy, Engineering, Aviation and Aero-Engineering and Public Administra-
tion and Finance. The younger Universities of England, several of which have
been designedly developed so as to suit the social, industrial and technical needs
of the districts which they serve, make provision for a very wide choice of
social, commercial, technical and technological branches of study. There are
schools of Art at Durham, Reading and Liondon; schools of architecture at
London, Manchester, Sheffield, Liverpool and Durham ; schools of Naval Archi-
tecture and Marine Engineering at Liverpool and Durbam ; schools of Com-
mercial Science at Leeds, Liverpool, London, Manchester, Reading and Durham ;
schools of metallurgy at Leeds, Liverpool, London, Manchester, Sheffield and
Durham ; schools of mining at Birmingham, Leeds, Durham, London, Man-
chester and Sheffield; schools of Petroleum Technology at Birmingham and
London ; schools of Horticulture at London and Reading. In addition to these,
London provides courses in dramatic art, journalism, town planning and eivie
architecture, civic engineering, household and social science, aeronautics, estate
management, sociology and libravianship ; Birmingham provides for Brewing,
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Public Health and Social Study ; Bristol provides for Agriculture and Domestic
Science ; Lieeds provides for Social Organization and Public Service, Dyeing,
Textiles, Leather, Gas Engineering and Public Health. Liverpool provides for
Civie Design and Social Science ; Manchester provides for Dyeing, Bleaching,
Printing, Paper Manufacture, Textile Manufacture and Sanitary Engineering ;
Reading provides for Dairying, Domestic Subjects, Sscreftarial Subjects, Dairy
Factory Management and Poultry Keeping and Sheffield provides for Huel
Technology, Glass Technology and Domestic Science; The list is formidable
and unkind critics might say that the majority of courses while being suited
to English industrial conditions are not suited to India. An answer to the
eritics is not, however, difficult to find. Whatever differences there may be in
the relative needs of the two countries, nobody can deny that India to-day not
only needs but actually utilises industcial and technological exparts, architects,
marine engineers, sanitary engineers, civic cngineers, fuel experts, aviation
engineers, estate managers, librarians, etzc. Though limited in demand perhaps,
there is yet in India a need for the supply of parsons qualified in almost all the
subjeets of study provided for by Fnglish Universities. Merely because these
experts have hitherto been largely recruited from abroad or trained abroad, there
appears to be no good reason why the majority of Indian Universities should
continue to fight shy of higher technological edueation and the utilitarian side -
of higher education. In this connection I would invite the attention of my
audience to the striking Convocation Address delivered by Sir M. Visveswarayya
at the 5th Convocation of the Andhra University. Thoss of you who have been-
following the important pronouncements made by Sir M. Visveswarayya from
time to time will have noticed that Sir Visveswarayya sees nothing dangerous,
impracticable or undesirable in our Universities adapting themselves to the
changing nesads of the country. In his recent address Sir Visveswarayya says :
*“T wish to draw attention to the importance of adjusting future educational
policies and curricula to the needs of business and the demands of economic
advance. The instruction given in the Indian Universities in subjects which
‘have relation to production and business is extremely meagre. The Indian
Universities should put forth their strength in fubture fo bring the training
into closer contact with the needs of every day business. The economic future
of India is placed in grave peril by the slow progress which mass education is
making and the scant attention that is being paid in University circlss o the
needs of industrial and commercial advance.”

It is perhaps worth mentioning in this connection that even before the
Andhra University was started, proposals were discussed for confining its Uni-
versity teaching mainly to technical and technological studies. In view of the
favourable circumstances connected with the new railway centre and harbour
at Vizagapatam it was hoped that the new University would be able fo
concentrate on marine and locomotive engineering and that cqmmercial






































































































































































































































































