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““The old order changeth, yielding place to new,
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And God fulfils Himself in many ways,
Lest one good custom should corrupt the world.”

The sad and unexpected demise of His Highness Sir
Sri Rama Varma, G. C. I. E.. the late Maharajah of Cochin,
at Madras on 25 th March 1932, was the occasion of universal
sorrow throughout Cochin State. For about eighteen years
from 1914 His Highness had guided the destinies and fortunes
of his subjects and by his efficient administration of the State
earned the gratitude, loyalty and affection of all Cochinites.
The period of his eventful regime witnessed a remarkable
development in the finances and prosperity of the State. The
revenue of the State has almost doubled itself in the course of
the last twenty years. The Cochin Legislative Council in-
augurated in 1925, and the Cochin Harbour works now nearing
completion bear eloquent testimony to the constructive states-
manship and far-sighted vision that characterised his beneficent
administration.
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At the same time His Highness was always fully alive
to the importance of higher education, and it was during his
regime that three first grade Colleges were established in the
State, where previously there was none. The St. Thomas’
College, Trichur, has special reasons to be grateful; for in
August 1919, His Highness was gracious enough to open the
newly started Intermediate Department and ever since continu-
ed to manifest a keen interest in the fortunes and activities of the
College. History will surely rank him as one of the greatest
rulers of Cochin State who have impressed their indelible
personality on the annals of Time.

% * * *

““The King is dead! Long:live the King.”” On the first day
of June 1932 His Highness Sri Rama Varma ascended the gadi
of the State amidst scenés of unprecedented enthusiasm. The
keynote of his administration was sounded in no unmistakable
terms in his gracious announcement shortly after the coronation
ceremonies that the franchise of the Legislative Council would
be extended and its privileges and responsibilities increased. The
present is an age of realisation of progressive ideals for Indian
States, and in the terms of the public announcement His High-
ness has clearly manifested that he has always in his mind the
welfare and interest of his subjects. We take this opportunity
of expressing our deep and abiding sense of loyalty to His
Highness and the Crown of Cochin. Loyalty to the Throne is
one of the first principles of conduct with us, and we like to
repeat it, because we know that we are passing through an
age of criticism, when even the validity of the fundamental
principles of government is questioned by many. We cannot
be blind to the fact that elsewhere irresponsible critics are
seeking to undermine the foundations of the social fabric, while
respect and obedience to authority and tradition are at a
discount. We have additional reason therefore to be proud of
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the fact that Cochin is immune from the contagion of such
pernicious influences. The beneficent and paternal admini-
stration of the rulers of Cochin and their identification of the
welfare and prosperity of their subjects with the primary end
and aim of all government have so completely endeared the
Maharajahs of Cochin to their subjects that, ‘neither evil
tongues, rash judgments, nor the sneers of selfish men’ will ever
prevail against the deep sense of loyal allegiance that is em-

bedded in their inmost hearts. We fervently pray God that
He pray be pleased to grant His Highness Sri Rama Varma,
the Maharajah of Cochin, many happy years to come in order
that he might guide the destinies of the Greater Cochin of the
future, with unprecedented success and unexampled brilliance.

% ' * # *

The Magazine of the St. Thomas College has now
completed seven years of its existence. The present Editor
well remembers an eventful'day a few years ago, when a body
of students waited on the Principal to urge on him the advisa.
bility of starting a College Magazine, which might serve not
only as a chronicle of the various activities of College life, ‘but
also as a proper medium for the expression of the literary
achievements of the students. Partly as an outcome of their re-
presentations, ‘The Magazine' was launched forth in 1925 under
the able editorship of Mr. Joseph Pettah, M. A. For six years
this efficient pilot remained at the helm and looked alfter the
conduct of the Magazine till under him it had attained a stand_
inz and repute of its own among publications of the kind. Mr.
M. P. Paul M. A. was in charge of the Editorship of the Ma-
gaziné during 1931.32, and we express our gratitude to him for
the creditable way in which he was able to spice its pages
with his racy style and breezy humour. It is highly gratifying

to note that during all these§ears, the response of the stu-

* dents, present and past, to the call of their College Magazine
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and its patronage by the educated public have been truly
encouraging. It isthe earnestdesire and hope of the present
Editor that the same hearty support and co-operation will en.
able him to keep ‘the old flag {lying’ as high as ever.

e ® + +

No important changes are contemplated in the policy of
the Magazine in its essential principles. Besides standing for an
exposition of the principles underlying the St. Thomas' College,
the Magazine will continue to be a faithful chronicle of the
varied activities of the institution throughout the year, so that it
becomes a true reflection of whatever is most important and
characteristic in College life. Thus we hope to make the Ma.
gazine a precious treasure house not only of the best that the
College can give, but also the best that the students can give to
their ol maier, Bhe gadents and Old Boys of the College
are therefore requested to contribute original articles for the
Magazine. At the same time contributions from well.wishers of
the College on topics of academic or general interest will
be always welcome. We do not intend to place any restrict.
ions on the genre: Short stories, historical traditions. essays,
poems, short humorous sketches, cartoons and photographs—
all are equally welcome.

P.S. V.
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THE PROBLEM OF INDIAN POPULATION.
K. B. Nambudiripad .IV U. C..

India. according to the latest Census Report, hasa po-
pulation of 35. 5 crores including Burma. Due to the wxdespread
belief among her people that one should have a son for one’s
Splt‘ltual salvation after death and the consequent universality
of marriage, the population of India has been constantly on the

-_increase. And the increase is most marked in the last hall-
_ century. From 1872 to 1921 there was an increase by 113
millions of which 59 millions can be attributed to her territorial
exﬁanswn and improved methods of enumeration while there
is a real increase of 54 millions in the course of 49 years. The
growth in the last decade has been most astounding, being as
high as 10%.
~ Jtis to be distinctly noted, however, that the compara-
tively slow growth of her population in the previous decade was
‘due to a higher death-rate rather than a lower Dbirth-rate.
" The existence of insanitary conditions and epidemics resulting
“from the dreadful ignorance of the masses coupled with the
1mpotence of the State, was keeping death_rate on a high level:
But_thanks to the modern renaissance and the growth of health
movements like the ‘Baby Weeks’and the‘Child_Welfare work’,
and also the increasing control of famines and epidemics, there
is now a marked decrease in the death-rate, especially in the
case of infant mortality. This forward movement of the Indian
population hes caused much alarm in the minds of modern
Malthusians who loudly complaln that the pressure of populat-
ion on the means of subsistence is the chief cause of the grinding
_poverty and hardships of the Indian people.

s . Thisistruetoa certain extent. But, ‘‘the problem of
population ’ in the words of a well-known authority on the
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subject, “*is not one of mere size, but of efficient production and
equitable distribution””. What is then the optimum population
in India? Opinion, here, is hopelessly divided. India is mainly
an agricultural country, a high percentage of her population
being engaged in agriculture. It goes without saying that the

present agricultural depression is world-wide. and to quote no
less eminent an authority than the Economic Committee of the -

League of Nations, ‘‘the dominant and decisive element” of the
present world.wide depression in agriculture is due to *‘the

disproportion between the income and expenditure of agricul.

tural vndertakings”. The difficulties are partly at any rate in-
ternational in character and international co.operation and

. action alone can therefore solve them satisfactorily. Buﬁ'ﬁhe -

difficulties in India are such as to present problems of a st

~ nature. The whole area under cultivation is divided into
~ millions of small holdings, each of them under petty farme
~ having neither capital ngr agricultural education. The diffic

~ culties of introducing up-to-date machinery in place of the
antiquated tools and implements and also of employing ¢
.flc methods of farming are immensely great. The [k
~ diminishing returns also applies with full force to agricultur
_ Yet there is no reason to become pessimistic. Generally
~ speaking, land is fertile in India and in the very words of Mr.

E. A. Gait, ¢ Apart from the non-agricultural forms of employ-
ment which are rapidly growing in importance it seems certain
that in the most crowded tracts, more scientific farming will

greatly increase the present produce of the soil” There is

therefore great scope for improvements and the spread of Co-
‘operative Credit Societies and also scientific methods of agri_

culture undertaken by capitalistic farmers can doubtlessly: reduce

the evils to a remark able extent.

The manutfacturing industries of I ndia, once well thr
have suffered heaﬂly from foretan compet:tlon. The
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due to the lack of technical or even primary education coupled
with the fatalistic conception of life which sapsall initiative and
dest;‘oys the spirit of enterprise and the peculiar social custom
preventing the females of the higher and middle classes from
partnmpaung in the production of wealth. at least in ‘a direct
- way, have rendered Indian labour highly inefficient, compared
-+ with that of the great manufacturing countries of the world.
Indian capital is also shy and unenterprising. People have
~ neither the capacity nor the stimulus to save and what little
_spare money they have, is through want of adequate Banking
~facilities and a scientific grasp of the subject, often wasted - on
ﬁ:stlvxtxes or kept in gilt-edged securities. Foreign capital has
ierefore come to play an important part in the industrial life &
India and its influence especially on mining which has got
nly a limited supply is proving disastrous to the nation.
“oreign capital is not indeed necessarily harmful and it is really =
_foolish to disparage it on purely sentimental grounds. Butthe
_conditions in India are unique and, to put it mildly, foreign
capitalists are getting the lion’s share of our industrial resources,
not to speak, for the time being, of the perplexing polltlcal
problems created by these vested interests.

_ But here too there is much room for improvement and it is
a matter for some relief that a tendency for the better has now
become discernible in almost all walks of her industrial activities.
Being an agricultural country India can produce raw materials - sk
at cheaper costs, a decided advantage she enjoys over other
countries. Her standard of life is comparatively low. She
has again vast potentialities of developing her industrial output.
Her steel and sugar industries, to avoid many illustrations,have %

T gelden future if properly attended to and the possibility and
economy of making paper from bamboo have also been fully

plored. Caste rules too have now become less rigid and have

etely lost their economic significance, as limiting supply

.,«_‘fﬁmpﬂtltlon. There is azain scope for the dave]opment e

R
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of cottage industries silk industry being particularly suited to
it which forms an important item in a general programme of
rural reconstruction. Public attention has also been focussed
on the question of labour, ever since the report of the Whitley
Commission and it is satisfactory that the labour problem has
received due attention at the hands of the Indian Franchise -
“Committee as well. The real control of the purse by an

Indian minister responsible to a popularly elected legislature,
= in the place of the so—called fiscal autonomy convention, the
- e illusiveness and inefficacy of which have been thoroughly ex.

posed; and the national patronage of indigenous industries
; through protection tariffs as also greater facilities for technical
W education and scientific research will considerably increase the
=% = industrial efficiency of the country and will put India, at least
e g on a footing of equality with the other great industrial centres
of the world. . :

In a general policy of economic reconstruction the
questlon of retrenchment is no less important than that of in-
creasing the national output and in this connection the Cnnl
~ Service and the Army the two prominent sources of drain on

Indian Excliequer come for severe criticisms at the hands of
both politicians and economists. The historial fact that the
- Civil servants of India are the lineal descendants of the clerks
_ of the East India Company might have weighed heavily with
- Lord Cornwallis in enhancing their salaries with a view to keep
: them off from corrupt practices, over which they had gained

mastery in their positions as the ‘de facto’ rulers of Bengal. The
higher value of imported labour also might have had its share
~ in their present scale of huge salaries. But if their pay waa
already too much considering the economic resources of th

: T'aggravated the evil by recommending a still higher salary for
' them The lndxan army also mvolves a huge expenditure and

,__land the L.ee Commission in the teeth of national OppOSlthﬁ:’f =
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it is cutious to note that out-of the total military expenditure of
last year, which comes to 52 crores of rupeces, about 32 crores
were spent on purely ‘administrative and auxiliary charges”.
1 The complexity of the problem therefore lies not so much in the
,strength and colour of the army—though a popular policy of
‘rapid Indianisation and an actual reduction of its numerical &
sﬁ"ength in spite of the learned arguments of Sir John Simon °
and his colleagues to the contrary, are within the limits of
' practlcal politics—as in the actual reduction of the number em- y‘?
- ployed. The reshuffling of the numerous services maintained =
for their sake at an enormous cost is itself an effective method o_t;_

_economy. Itisreally a pity that the Honourable Finance ~° S
X Member, in spite of his realisation of the great need for re. = e
‘ trenchment, could only effect a nominal emergency cut of 10%. e o
to the great dissatisfaction of the Indian people. The complete i
> Indianisation of the Civil Servjce and also the reduction of their : “’

salaries are less strongly objected to even by the imperialists
and it is undoubtedly idle to condemn population for the highly
_unpopular and uneconomic policy of the British bureaucracy in
lndla There is again much scope for retrenchment and re-
construction in many other branches of administration, other_ -
i,,and more important than those already receiving their attention;
" but an enumeration thereof will lead to a general indictment on
_ the present policy of the Government of India botb fiscal and
‘political —perhaps a digression from our immediate object,

But, if such are the general conditions of British - ik ia
~ tousea rather conventional term for the sake of convenience—
hose in the States are decidedly worse. The average
ensity of population in the States is indeed much lower than
E”at in British India  but with due admiration and allow-g—,
ce for the few progressive States and their enlightened
reigns, the Prmces do not take any living interest in thé‘_
welfare of their sub}ects. The ‘Civil Lists’ are out: of &l pro.
;ﬁrtum to the revenues of the Stiates an& these are bemg spent_




14 ST. THOMAS' COLLEGE, MAGAZINE:

for the personal luxury and comfort of the rulers and that too
very often in foreign countries; and we hear complaints every
now and thenthat State territories are crowded with stately
parks and palatial residences instead of factories or mines. But
here too people condemn population for what are obviously
the folly and Mammon worship of the Indian Princes! :

To recapitulate then what have been already dealt with,
the population of [ndia is growing enormously and the present
income is inadequate even for the bare necessaries of life.
The difficulties are not all of them inevitable but are to a great :
.extent removable by human intelligence and industry. A
strong policy of national economy and industrial reconstruction
brought about by labour legislations and the erection of pro.
tective walls and also better methods of production and distri-
bution—be it noted here that the writer is far from propounding
‘socialistic doctrines —are the. sine qua non of India’s
industrial reconstruction $ind are sure to place the sons of the
soil above want. Is it not a folly then to clamour with modern
Malthusians—a good many of them there are at present, un.
fortunately—for the artificial birth control? Is it not
also an open violation of the expressed command of God to
‘Be fruitful and multiply *?
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ON BROTHERS.

Neil: A’ Caunten, [Old Boyl].

r—

“How many brothers have you?” ; =

Now there wasa time in the good &* : o
old past, when ! used to answer that question quick as =
shot. There was no aeed for any meditation then. 1 could
answer it as smartly as I could answer ‘when was Waterloo
fought?’ in my school days: Butthat was long ago. And;
the pity of it is, that while I can still answer the latter question

as briskly as of old, I cannot say the same thing of the former.
For the Waterloo affair is a historical constant People living a
century back would have told you that it was foughtin 1815,
People a century hence will be saying the same thing. But not

so, about the number of my brothers. if you had asked me
that question sixteen years back, [ would have answered ‘Two’.
But if you ask me that now, well, let me see, there is Teddy

~ there is Bob, there is Henry—that makes three. Then thereis
John, Dick and William, well, they are six. The fact is thag
every third year a puling, little bit of humanity insists on an.

_ nouncing his advent into the world—a pocket edition added to
e family book-shelf, not to mention the editions de luxe—1"
mean the girls—I never knew till recently that I wasthe bmther -

= - of such abig lot. Aan insurance agent chappie trapped mein.

_to taking out a policy in his company and led me to a doctor

~ for medical examination. And in the doctor’s report there was
" a column for entering the number and the respective ages of -
- the applicant’s brothers and sisters. It was then thatl rakec]‘
~  up my memory and made the grand discovery- that | had sle
brothers and three sisters.  And no wonder, the doctor had to
; enéroach mto the next column to fill up the neces:.ary partzcu-
]'érs.
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_ Brothers—they are a problem? I have a vague suspicion
that they came out of that magic box which gave s all things =
unwanted—the civil disobedience, epidenics, examinations,
Pandora, public lectures and Bernard Shaw, to meation only a
few. And the worst ofit is that the perversity of fate has raised
me to the ‘bad emincnce of being the eldest of the lot. And
unlike the bothers and sisters of the little girl in “We are Seven’,
allmy fraternity are still going strong and manage to make their
existence felt. To lord it over a little kingdom like that im.
plies certain responsibilities. 1 myself for instance, am fond
of a cigarette or two after dinner but when John, who is just ten
opens a miniature tobacconist’s in his coat pocket, I exclaim,
*This is a case for immediate and summary action. His pocket
must be cleansed like the Augean stablesand [ am the Hercules
to doit. The fellow hands over the contraband goods to me,
but, while doing so, murmurs sullenly ‘Well, you smoke’. ‘Do as
I say, not as I do’ | havedo tell him.

Then there is Dick, who is just four. He is a realist
and a Knight errant. 1f on putting on my coat, | dip my hands
into my pockets and salvage out a few shells. stray buttons,
marbles. pieces of cord, [ know it is Dick s work, for my coat
pockets are his old curiosity shop. Try as| might, | have
never been able to drive the idea out of his head that my
patent leather shoe is not a dragon’s castle where is imprisoned
his damsel in distress. And on one occasion. the knight errant
was about to pull down the dragon’s castle with one of those
used razor blades whose future will ever remain a mystery. But
as luck would have it, I came upon the scene just in time to

. rescue my shoe from the invader at the point of a cane.

| really do’nt know what an elf is like, but I know that
my youngest brother William is one when he is at mischief
which is always. Pencil sketches are his hobby, as our wa]ls
.bear ample testimony, and given the materials, he would have
f’ﬂed the walls of the Royal Academy with futurustic sketches.

g s g
T 25T
i



= pell mell on the table before me, so that I can dip into any one *
‘of them, as I please. And as soon as my back is turned, the

my books. When I return and stare at the ruin, I can only
~exclaim like Newton when his favorite dog upset a lighted
_candle on his table and burnt some of his valuable papers..-
“Ah! Diamond, Diamond, thou knowest not what thou hast

ol
o
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~ But unfortunately for me, the pages of 3 my books form hxs can-
~ vas. Now, 1 am very fond of my books though not over parti.

culars of keeping them in order. In fact I like them to be piled

little rogue would slip on to the table, with a pencil or a pot of

—

glue—and the potential Gainsborough begins operations—on =

done.”

Then there is Teddy, the heir.apparent to this king-
dom of brothers. Though he is not old enough to be entirely
independent of me_ he is big encugh to defy me with impunity.
When the fellow first flaunted a burning c:garette in my face
I said, ‘Letbe: Patience is a Christian virtue'. But when he had

the impudence to shamelessly ask me for a cigarette, me, his = =

elder brother, 1 gasped: “Damn your check, sir, you will have
to understand that I stand no trifling—least of all from you’.
Even a worm will sting when it is trampled upon. “Can flesh
and blood bear it?” [ asked my calmer self. *“Certainly not”

“was my calmer sell’s reply, “‘youth must be taught to respect 7

- grey hairs’.

He is a thorn in my side, this Teddy. Now [ like to do
every thing in style. I flatter myself that there is an individuality -
about every one of my actions. There is what I call the Neil _
ish touch about it. That waswhy | went in for an eye glass—

~ an eye glass, mind you, not ordinary spectacles—while I was

at College. It was the hankering for the advertisement of the

- ego that made me swank about with poet's bows round my

neck while my friends were content with neckties® It was 0
Jparade the personal element in me that ! used to dress my hatr ¥
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in c{areIess curls while others brushed back theirs and appeared
= well groomed as a king’s aide_de_camp. And [ do not like
~ anybody imitating me. Imitation, sir, is not the best form of
flattery, where | am concerned, | would like you to understand.
I want to go down to posterity like the phoenix as the only
one of the species. | do not want to be the model for any
counterfeit copies.

Now, Teddy is as imitative asan ape. Constant visits
to the movies and an unbounded admiration for some of the
film stars had me wear a square inch of side_locks on either

>

s cheek. It was quite an easy thing for me to so, fora generous

- Providence had granted me a profusion of hair. My face, like .

the South American Republics, was subject to overnight revo-

lutions. | could go to bed with a face as bald asa billiard ball . = .
and wake up next morning a bear. And as | wassaying [ had £

cultivated a square inch 4OF S0 of hair on either cheek, when I
came home for the holidays. I could distinctly remember that
there was nothing of the sort on Teddy’s cheeks then. But =
imagine my resentment, when a couple of days afterwards, I
found small plantations of bristles bursting into growth on Ted's
cheeks. This fellow must be taught a lesson, | said to myself.

I do not want people to look at Teddy and say “Well, heisa
chip of the old block. Can’t you see the square inch of down
pasted on his cheeks”. | wanted to baffle him of his delight,

_ and so the next morning, my side locks fell a victim to the
. razor. The fellow is well served, [ gloated in delight, 1 WOﬁ“E'
allow him to pass off as my brother merely with a square inch .
of plantation on his cheek. But my exultation was short-lived.

For razors and blades! Teddy too had scraped off that extra

inch of hair on his cheek the next morning. [deliberately said -
‘Damme’. Now | always say ‘Damme when [ amin a temper.

Why could notthe fellow shave the whole of his blooming pate

off if he wanted to'do something distinctive, instead of playing
second fiddle to me—that is a thing | can not understand.

B
i
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I can never cease bewailing the tyranny of Fate which
made Teddy almost the same size as myself. My coats, shirts;
collars and socks fit him like the proverbial glove and my ward

robe is never secure from the ravages of this raider. Now
there are certain articles of my apparel, which I am particularly
fond of as a mother is of a crippl:d child. Thereis that shirt
of mine for instance whose sleeve was slightly burnt that day 1
overcame the Nerves. | mean that day | did particularly well
in an amateur theatrical performance and brought down the
whole house on me and won a medal to boot. That shirt to me
is redolent with pleasant memories and reminiscences. To me
it acts like a spring that flings the folding doors of imagination
wide apart and gives me pleasant visions of a bumper house,
the well graced actor leaving the stage with richly deserved

~ plaudits. The hole in the sleeve has long been patched up but

still | don’t wear it myself. it would be a sacrilege to do it.
I preserve it as dearly as if it were the embalmed robe of an
Egyptian mummy. There it remains in my ward robe, like a
statue in a niche ,a golden Key which for me opens the happy
past. Even this long cherishd and dearly loved possession of
mine, this rock of my palmy days, even this is not sacred to that
infidel and iconoclast Teddy. It has been the victim of his
vandalism time and again, but the last time that he committed
sacrilege by putting on, | read out to him a few. chapters of
Genesis and threw out a subtle hint that the story of Abel and

" “Cain might be repeated. Bnt the fellow is too thick skinned to

grasp a hint. Whoever said that charity begins at home had
had no brothers, | am sure.

——e P




AN HISTORICAL TRADITION.

Easwaran Unni, Class I1I.

The Treaty of Mangalore filled Tippu Sultan with in.
toxicating pride. His unbridled ambition which the English
imagined had been crushed on thefields of Porto Novo, Pollilor,
and Sholinghur, once more took fire; and he now allowed
himself to be fully swayed by dreams of future greatness.
Accordingly, he swept through North Malabar in full force,
reached Palghat, and there halted to rest himself and his
fatigued army.

About seven miles to the south_east of Palghat, among
the backwoods of Malabar, nestles the flourishing hamlet of
Elappulli, In the last decade of the eighteenth ceutury it was
composed of a handfulof Nair houses grouped around the
proud walls of Kankanath, Kankanath was the crown of

Malayali tharawads; and the village;fo]k used to say that
wealth, beauty, learning, and courage seemed to have establish-
ed their head-quarters there. No wonder then that to be born

within the frowning walls of Kankanath was deemed no less =

honourable and enviable than to be born in the purple itself.

At the time of which our story speaks, no other thara.
wad in South Malabar could boast of such exquisite beauty as
was possessed by Leela of Kankanath. Her name was a bye.
word in every Malayali household, Minstrels of the time
sang of her:— :

The raven lives in Leela’s hair,
The gazelle in her gaze;
And moon and lotus both contend
To live on Leela’s face.
The Ilower of Malabar—to give her the name by which
¥ she was known far and wide—had seen but fifteen summers,
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and her voluptuous beauty was but half-blossomed. Yet, many
a royal suitor already aspired to her hand.

It was at this time that Tippu swooped down like a
bird of prey upon Palghat. Scarcely had he enjoyed an hour’s
rest in his royal pavilion when news of Leela’s ravishiag beauty
reached his ears. And the Sultan vowed on his diamond-hilted
scimitar to make her his wile, coute que coute.

Tippu was not the man to let the grass grow under his
feet when his heart was bent upon something. So, before cock-
crow on the morrow, he despatched a courier to Flappulli.

The messenger duly arrived at Kankanath. A footman
ushered him into a long hall. There in a voice that all could
hear, the Mussalman addressed the grey haired karanavan of
the house.

“Sir, my master the valiant Tippu Sultan seeks in mar.
riage the hand of your niece Leela’.

*“What if we decline the honour ?*” ironically inquired a
fiery youth.

“Poverty, disgrace, and death, * was the laconic reply.

The karanavan’s face turned deadly pale. The next
minute, however, he was his own self—calm, serene and grave.

“Tell your master,” began the old man, “that his request
shall be granted two days hence”. '

With a smile of exultation, the courier departed.

The nuptial day was drawing to a close. All was bustle
and hustle in Kankanath. The spacious courtyard was crowded
to-sutfocation. The fanfare was deafening. Would Kankanath
forget all honour ?

The clatter of innumerable hoofs—and a long cavalcade
of Mussalmans armed cap-a-pie draw near the mansion. A
foud and vehement shout. The crowd give way. And on a
milk-white Arab charger, wearing a pale blue turban with an
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aigrette of osprey plumes, and unarmed save for his diamond—
hilted scimitar, a stalwart figure, in a flowing robe of cloth of
gold, passes through the festooned archway. The rider is none
other than Tippu Sultan, the Tiger of Mysore.

A host of Brahmins conducts him to the marriage man-
dapam where stands the bride completely veiled. Tippu takes
his stand by her side. An old priest joins their hands in wed.
lock. ‘And Tippu's heart beats high as he realises that the
Flower of Malabar ishis for ever and for ever.

The marriage rites over, Tippu Sultan and his followers
were entertained with princely magnificence And it was well
nigh midnight when the merry_making came to an end. Then
the Sultan was conducted to a sumptuously decorated hall on
the first floor.

Tippu seated himself on a Persian carpet, and was impa-
tiently counting the segonds where the massive doors of an ap.
artment in front ot him swung open. The sight thus revealed
struck the Sultan dumb with wonder, and beggars all descri-
ption.

The room was lit up with the illumination of a hundred
lamps set in lustres of coloured glass. The precious pictures
and the multi_coloured tapestry on the walls shone with re_
doubled splendour. But that which thrilled Tippu to the core
was not the gorgeous decoration of the apartment. On a lotus.
shaped carpet in the centre of the room stood—or shall I say
floated ?—like Aphrodite on a bed of asphodel and moly, a
figure in all the glory of feminine beauty. This was Leela, the
Flower of Malabar. ‘

~ Spell.bound, the Sultan gazed and gazed at the face pale
with the clear creamy pallor of a magnolia flower. Of what
account were wealth, power, or glory when compared to this
Houri ? And he, who had humiliated the mighty Englishman,
and at whose name kingzs trembled on their thrones fcll a help-
less victim at the feet of a frail girl.

%
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Step by step, like one in sleep, Tippu went towards the
enchanted chamber. With open arms he stumbled over the thres-
hold. A few steps more and he would clasp her to his bosom.

He takes one more step. All on a sudden, forth from
behind a portiére leaps, like the Avenging Angel, Leela's only
brother. He hurls down the love -mad Mussalman to the floor.
And in a trice, Tippu is bound and gagged.

“Fiend!”’thundered the victor. his whole body quivering
with indignation, *How dare you. you who are unfit to lick
the dust she treads upon, ask in marriage the hand of this lady?
This blade of mine thirsts for. your blood; but never shall it be
said that a guest met with death under the roof of Kankanath.
Therefore Moplah hound, depart from here at break of day,
and never more blacken our threshold with your shadow. As
for the wench you married, she is the barber’s daughter, and
welcome you are to make her your consort.”

That night, as Tippu lay a helpless bundle in the bed.
room, and his soldiers snored on in blissful ignorance, the
members of Kankanath silently left for the fastnesses of the
southern Hill; to elude the wrath to come.

; On the morrow, the Sultan was set free by his soldiers.

Insulted and baulked of his prey his fury knew no bounds. - He
razed the family mansion t.o-- the ground, and over-ran the
whole neighbourhood with fire and sword. And solemnly
vowing to cut down every one in whose veins the blood of
Kankanath flowed, the crestfallen Sultan started for Coimba.
tore.




A DAY AT THE CAPE.
A. P.B. N. [Old Boy].

R

I have a sister who is very liberal with. her money and
her superstitions. One fine morning she called me and studied

me for a time, till finally with the air of a doctor who has dia_

gnosed his patient to his full satisfaction, prescribed for.me an
immediate visit to the shrine at Cape Comorin, twenty miles
south., Three hours later I was boarding a bus to Cape Co-
morin, in order to propitiate the goddess enshrined in the
famous temple and persuade the said goddess to personally. re_
commend me to the University God so that in future | might be
included in the “pass 4st”. | was also accompanied by a
friend, a science teacher in the local school, whom my sister’s
prudence suggested as a fit person to act as my guide, friend
and philosopher for this journey

Towards the evening our destination was reached, and
we set out in haste for the beach. Selecting a promontory of

rock that jutted out into the sea like a prodding finger, we

seated ourselves comfortably on it. The sun was about to
set'in all its crimson glory, and your humble servant who has
always pretended to be a Wordsworthian poet of nature was
so much enraptured by the splendour and the brilliant colours
of the sunset scenery, that fondly and rather loudly he wished

he could paint the glorious view. Butthe science teacher in.
terfered and said:

“No! you must never paint. The paints you use are
mostly compounds of lead, which are poisonous and may cause
death. You must never handle such poisonous articles. In
fact the chocolates I see bulging in your pockets are wrapped
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in tinfoils, which you must get rid of presently”. With that he
mercilessly searched my pockets and scattered afl my precious
chocolates into the waters of the sea that lapped round our
promontory.

There is a certain point in our mental equilibrium beyond
which it is impossible for us to retain our self—control. The
wanton destruction of the chocolates, those sweet cubes of
solace during crises and catastrophes, made my face flush with
anger. My companion noted the change in me and said:

“Don’t be angry, my friend. Anger is caused simply by
the deficiency of parathyroid glands in your ana-tomical sys-
tem. Glands secrete certain fluids, known as hormones. When
one becomes angry, these hormones make the muscles stiff,
pump the blood to the head and face and cause the teeth to
clench and the eyes to flash. The parathyroids then belp to
restore the mind to its normal condition. The absence of these

glands causes convulsions and sometimes even death............”

Just then we heard the tinkling of the temple bells, indi-
cating that the time was nearing for evening puja. We im-
mediately divested ourselves of our coats and shirts, =nd after
hurried ablutions in the sea, went inside the temple and stood
near the holy of holies. Standing before the brilliantly decorat_
ed image of the goddess, | prayed fervently for my future wel-
fare and my immediate success in the University examination.
As an after—thought I also prayed that the species of humanity
known as science teachers might become extinct for good.

After this fervent appeal to the goddess, we again wan-
dered out to the beach. At the Cape, there is no regular beach
as at Madras or Trivandrum, but the seashore near the temple
is interspersed with projecting rocks and mouldering sand—

heaps. The stillness of the twilight night disturbed only by

the splashing of the waves against the shore and the distant
cries of the fisherman ‘homeward plodding his weary way’ sank
into my poetic soul and awoke in me many precious memories.
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For a time | wanted to be all alone with Nature, and enjoy all
“the inward bliss of solitude”’; but the man of science was ever
at my heelsand was not to be shaken off. 1 pretended that |
had all on a sudden developed a severe headache, and hoped
that my persecutor would have some mercy on ine then and
leave me: but my martyrdom was not yet over, and he was all
solicitous and communicative to me about my headache.

< Alas!” he began, “headache is the pet aversion of
many people and the bane of many students. [No wonder, I
thought in an aside, if they attend your lectures!] You are
now in the incipient stages of catching eithertyphoid or enteric
fever, and should immediately take some medicine to
remedy it. Modern physicians prescribe aspirin tablets for
your malady but in ancient times a surgical operation was
performed to cure headache. The excavations of skulls be-
longing to people gvho lived in the Stone Age reveal from the
perforations in the relics that our ancestors used to make
deep holes in the head of the patient by means of sharp
stones, and it is believed that the patients were all of them radi-
cally cured of their headache by means of this excellent re.
medy’ .

“No doubt” I rejoined. “but 1 believe that a cup of
water will make me alright. And [ feel really thirsty”.

“Yes” said the man of science, “water is one of the
chief constituents of the human body. It is the beneficial ther-
mal conservatism of water that keeps us going in spite of drastic
changes in the weather. But water must first be purified be_
fore consumption. Ordinary water is liable to contain infec.
tious germs, eggs of parasitic worms, excess of mineral matter
and poisonous lead compounds. | would by no means advise
you to drink such impure water, lest you develop suddenly
dangerous symptons of sickness’.

At this | became nearly desperate. The loss of my
chocolates still rankled in my mind, and now to be denied-a
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cup of water by this goofy pedagogue, only aggravated my
misery. Inthe deep recesses of my heart I consigned him and
his paraphernalia of poisons and parathyroids to the lowest
depths of hell, while in silent agony | pulled out bunches of
hair from my head with quivering fingers. And then, to add
to my mortification, the emerald ring on my finger slipped and
fell into the deep clear water below. My face clouded with
sorrow, for 1 valued the ring not so much because it was an
emerald ring but for the memory of the person who gave it me.
My companion advanced towards me with sympathy written
large in his face, and said *‘After all, emerald is nothing but a
compound of a silicate and an aluminium salt. Traces of the
metal glucinium also might be found. Emerald is in fact 31mp]y
a double silicate of aluminium and glucinium . .- -....... 7,

I felt | would lose my reason if | remained  in }us com-
pany one moment longer. So | took to my heels and simply
ran for it. | was just in time to catch the last bus to my native
place, where I arrived unusually wearied out. My sister was
standing on the threshold of the house.

¢ Hullo!’ she began the usual platitude. “had a good
journey?”’

“l am hungry’ [ said in reply.

¢ Have some tea?’

“Yes .

““Some bread »”

“Y{:‘.S”.

“Some fruits ?

“Yes®’.

“Some ————?

“Yes’.

“Alright come in and do justice”. [ wentin, and did
justice.

bR
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TOO LATE
or
A Tragedy in College Life.
SAHASRAM Cl. L.

|

The day was very sultry. Groups of students were stand-
ing on the platform at the Railway station wiping the per.
spiration off their foreheads and expecting the mail train every
minute with fluttering hearts. They were students of St. Hubert
College and knew well that the train contained their fates in
the form of the results of the ’varsity examinations. No wonder
they were anxious, Why? even Raja Subramanian’s heart
beat quickly. He was the brightest student of the College and
hoped to be the first in the Presidency in B.. A. He was in
fact a credit to the institution.

At the scheduled time the train steamed in. [t was the

work of a few minutes for the agent to take out a bundle of
‘the Hindu' and band it over to the boys. The station was in
indescribable confusion with the noises made by passengers,
refreshment distributors, and paper_boys. But, poor Rajan
had hurried away. He had failed in Mathematics! - His hopes
were duped.

-

11

Rajan’s grief knew no bounds, When he saw his class_
mates or acquaintance, he avoided them studiously. Their faces
appeared to be jeering at him. In truth, they were very sorry
for him. *“Ezaminations are lotteries,” Rajan thought. “What!
even Balakrishnan, the dullest boy, who generally got very
low marks has passed. 1 have always topped the list in class
examinations; but now | have miserably failed and that too in
mathematics. Strange irony of fate! The Examiners must have

P
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been very partial”’. Many such thoughts only increased Rajan’s
sorrow. 1 he shame and humiliation of failure rankled in his
mind. How could he see his friends again? Death was pre-
ferable to such a life of shame. Rajan looked around him and
noticed that he was walking on a bridge under which the
deep and swilt waters of a river looked temptingly at him. In
an instant Rajan made up his mind and jumped into the cruel
waters which greedily swallowed him up. Thus passed away
one of the brighest students—Raja Subramaniam. '

HI1

Two hours alter the results were known, a weary teleg.
raph boy was searching for the house of Raja Subramaniam.
He was directed to it and Rajan’s father received the telegram.
He was very sad, for the news of his son’s failure had reached
him. He was looking up for his son’s coming home when the
boy handed him the telegram. He opened it and read:—

“No 592, passed first in the Presidency. Congratulations
Blunder 529 for 592 in results”.

Rajan’s father was greatly rejoiced and eagerly looked
forward to congratulate him on his brilliant success. The news
of the telegram and the blunder soon spread. But Rajan was
nowhere to be seen A search party was thereupon organised
but in spite of all their efforts, no traces could be found of
Rajan any where.

[V

Next day, a mutilated corpse was discovered washed
ashore on the banks of the river four miles south, and was later
identified as Rajan’s. His parents were immediately informed
and they soon came to the spot. All his friends, relations and
acquaintances came to have a last look at the mortal remains
of the departed boy. There was not a single person among them
whose eyes were not full of tears for the memory of poor
Rajan.
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Even now, the people and students who knew Rajan

very often speak of him and the Telegram which came Too

Late.

e ——

PARTING AT MORNING. : I

We braved the storm of love, and tempest—worn, _ i
We slept like ship-wrecked seamen washed ashore, l
When like the tocsin rose the cock crow sore I
And leafy casements filtered in the dawn, |
My love started, turned pale and gasped, ‘It's morn!’

The crumpled jasmine_wreath her tresses bore

Was trickling down on the couch and the floor——

Spent Night’s offering to the Day unborn.

Like cinders left when ceased is Passion’s glow

Her face did yet the tell-tale scars retain;

About her ruffled hair and gown did reign

Such confusion sweet: when I kissed her brow

And on her pale cheeks planted roses twain,

She sweetly whispered—‘‘Darling must you go?”

M. G. N.
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THE ROYAL PAILATE.

T. V. Balasubramanian, B. A. [Old boy.]

|

The Doctor watched on in grim satisfaction. His eyes
gleamed with the fire of pride mingled with triumph, for he
was watching the result of an experiment that was to reserve
for him the highest seat of honour among the scions of
Science. :

Months ago, when the Revolution was but taking faint
shapesin some irregular madcap ventures of a few straggling
desperados. before the assemblage of men of Science, Dr.
Mozart had expounded his pet theory. He avowed, that the
material body could be made transparent to light under the
‘influence of certain chemicals coursing through the veins; that
it could be made of the same optical density as the atmosphere,
with the ultimate result that the body could be made to dis.
appear into thin air! Ever since that day, the Doctor lived
merely for the perfection of his experiments in support of his
theory. An indomitable spirit it was that kept him alive in
the company of chemicals and distillates.

And now he looked like succeeding.

In that room, his only companion was his dog chained
up to a table littered with bottles and stoves. The canine
brother was howling and snapping at the piece of tubing that
the Professor had managed to jerk dowa its alimentary canal.
Through this, the wonderworking elixir forced its way into the
system of the dog and the result was astonishing.

The shining eyes took up the effect first and two empty
spaces stared from where a pair of eyes had formerly blinked.
Then the whole body of the creature gradually grew fainter.
Ten seconds passed and there was but a shadow which in its
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turn disappeared into space! The frightened howling and
the tugging at the chains alone were left to prove that
life was not extinct.

Soon the antidote that could undo the effect of the all
powerful elixir and make the invisible being visible once again,
was got ready. Mixed with a bowl of milk, it was placed be.
fore the partner in the momentous discovery, the invisible dog.
A lapping sound was heard, followed by a decrease in the con-
tents of the milk. The Doctor watched on in grim satisfaction.
The creature could see, feed and in all respects continue to'be
in its selfsame normal feeling !

In a few minutes there appeared a cloudy phantom of
a dog, which soon materialised into the Professor’s Toby, not
in the least ruffled at its momentary adventure in Fairyland.

11

From a sea of crimson blood did the sun of liberty rise
up and speed its etfulging rays over the disturbed French soil.
A long period of tyranny and oppression had drained to the
full the spirit of patient servility of middleclass France. The
yoke of aristocracy burned so deep through the flesh of the
labourer that the universal law of existence and sell-preser.
vation stirred up a spirited nation, a nation of fanatics, ready
to sacrifice ruthlessly before the altar of the Trinity—Liberty,
Equality and Fraternity—symbolised in the crimson-painted
machine of death—the guillotine. ' '

The rulers before Louis XV ] had one by one made the
throne of [ rance hotter and hotter for the succeeding man
and the hapless monarch got his turn when the throne was at
its scorching white heat. The two cardinals—Richelieu and
Mazarin had made both aristocracy and clergy, alike odious
in the eyes of the suffering humanity. And when the great
fuse was actually set fire to, over the flowing blood and the
departed soul of a middleclass babe, run over by the reckless
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horses of a pleasure loving lord of the realm, the fire of Revo-
lution took up its rapid course, straight to the powder
magazine—the Bastille.: The Bastille fell. .. The throne of
France tottered in the crash of itsfall. The fall tolled the
knell of the tottering throne.

The Revolution. was rapid. Statesmen like Marat and. |
Robespierre rose and fell. -Blood gushed forth in streams out
of the severed head of the lords sacrificed to Madame Guillo-
tine. The king too was not saved the scorching heat of the
great upheaval.

Paris became too hot for the pleasure seeking monarch.
Self preservation transformed him to an old governess whose
haughtiness and unnatural airs unmasked.the king in her. He
was caught in his flight and led back 'in triumph, a prisoner of:
of the people, whom he thought he was destined-to govern.
[11

In that palatial apartment that was once the luxurious
royal boudoir, reposed the Royal Prisoaer. All the luxury
and splendour of the apartment had been removed by the peo-
ple. The costly products of art, of ivoery ‘and silver had gone.
On a rough hewn piece of chair, Louis XV | sat . dreaming per.
haps of the turn in the table and the mocking irony of fate.

And on the corridor all around ranged an array of sol-
diers — the National guard —zealously guarding the Royal -
victim to Madame Guillotine. He had been tried and declared.
a menace to the public  cause of equality and liberty. An
attempt or so to spirit-him-away drom a cruel death had ended
disastrously to those who plstted, who attempted it at the cost of
their life.

All onia sudden, he started at a ruffling sound at his back.
He crossed himself, hiseyes bulged with horror out of their
sackets.and ' big beads: of perspiration collected on his brow.
The long dressing gown thrown.against the back of the chair -
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wcs hoisting itself up as if endowed with life! A misty vision of
a man grew out of the wrapping folds of the garment and our
Mozart stood smiling before the king of France, quaking with
terror.

The king was struck speechless. He had heard of the
denunciation 6f the Professor and his consequent exit from all
public activity. His presence there, in such a superhuman
manner, regardless of the lynx_eyed guards outside, demanded
an explanation and the Professor read the question in the con-
fused eyes of his king.

The lecture that followed on the permeability and im-
permeability of light and optical density and such other high
sounding epithets were lost upon the hearer. And when it
closed up around the visibility and the invisibility of the mat-
erial body, the royal eyes gleamed with the light of under.
standing. The Professor was there to spirit out the prisoner,
invisible under the very nose of the guards.

The bottle was soon in the king’s hand ~the bottle that
contained his life and his liberty. The stopper was undid and

the Professor waited for the moment when he could lead

the king out of his grave for he had been condemned to die.
The noxious sulphurous fumes of the contents of the bottle per-
meated the atmosphere and the king pressed up his handker-

chief to his nose in great vexation. The sword of Damocles
swayed over the head of Louis XVI; and grim Destiny
laughed at the vanquinshed visage of the Professor, who was
there to save the king and resist her power.

“‘I won’t take this” broke out the king at length “‘give
me another, Doctor, Not this damnation filth of yours'.

The Professor’s face fell. It seemed as if the gates
of Death, hideously opened, were alluring to the ill-fated
monarch. The king, he knew, was fastidious to the extreme
in his taste, But the persistence of this quality at the face of

o oS
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death had not been allowed for. True, the elixir was foul.
smelling, but its possibilities, the Doctor thought required due
allowances to such flimsy aspects as personal tastes The
Royal palate insisted on its tastes and shut the eyes at the gates
of liberty thrown open before a condemned man.

IV.

The day dawned—a day that was written in blood in
the annals of the history of France and the Revolution. It
was a day on which a king of the country was to be executed
by the people whom he was born to govern.

Paris had donned a holiday attire to commemorate
the occasion of her regicide. By the first flush of the morn_
ing, the people had thronged round the grim instrument of
death to witness the memorable occasion when the signal

_ blow to aristocracy and Royalty was to be struck.

Out of consideration, perhaps to the royal distinction
held by the day’s victim, the tribunal had allowed the grace of
a prayer before death, The King wasto be allowed to pray
in silence and solitide—to commune, if he could, with the
Divine Spirit and to reconcile himself to his Fate. No one
had the least doubt thata renewed attempt at rescuing the

king could be made in the midst of the whole country thlrstmg
for the blood of their king

At the appointed time the tumbril girt with a cordion
of soldiers drew up at the chapel of St. Mary, overlooking the
scene of the last act in the drama of so many aristrocratic lives.
The Royal Prisoner was unusually calm and solemn, for he
had at last realised that a king could be tried and punished by
his people.  With the haughty air that had betrayed him in his
disguise a few days ago, he brushed past a group of soldiers
into the holy chapel for the fast prayer in his life. The soldiers
mounted guard without, all around.

RS 5
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Alone he knelt before the altar, for-a last attempt to
colléct his thoughts and reconcile -himself-to the lot of all
mortals. The calm features grew - ruffled, for at the last:mo-
ment, the struggle for existence with the sweetness of life'and
liberty haunted him. 'He had begun to repent the cruel fasti-
diousness of his taste, that had lost for him the supreme state—
liberty and life—that the venerable Professor had placed with.
in his reach, a day before. Death with all its horrots present.
ed before him made him cling to lifc, and to wish that the whole
affair was but a nightmare, the effect of a fevered brain.

But he was notdreaming: He felt somebody touch his
shoulder and turned round toface nobody. A voice near by
whispered life and liberty to him: He was elated with joy at
the Professor once again coming to his aid.

Yes: It was Dr. Mozart again, He had- succeeded in
replacing the noxious component of his elixir with one that gave
a pleasant aroma to it. His loyalty had raised him above the
insult that the king had thrown at him when he refused to take
his helping hand the day before. He was confident that his
discovery would be made the more famous, at its practical re-
sult being ushered up in so dramatic a manner as the king him-
self. being removed from the whole town awaiting his death.
Ina few moments, only the clothings worn by the king re-
mained in the Chapel. The rescuer and the rescued had dis-
appeared right from the midst of millions of eyes guarding the
victim of the day. :

The morning sun was rolling up higher andhigher the
spotless canopy, and the Royal prisoner who had entered the
chapel to pray was long in-coming back. The crowd waitiog
to see how a king could die at the Guillotine had begun to grow
impatient. The inherent characteristic of an unprincipled mob
swayed by an irresistible passion for. aristocratic blood began
soon to naterialize itself in the form of vehement demand for the
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execution and a hue and cry against the whole flock of ring-
leaders who had selfstyled themselves at the helm of atfairs.

The watch dogs. without could wait no longer. In an
instant the probable recurrence of the Maison—Rouge Episode
flashed past their brain. In a body they rushed in, only to be
confronted with the discarded clothing the prisoner had when he
entered the Chapel. The intelligence flashed by, quick as
lightning and the whole pack of disappointed sight-seers began
to shout down all the leaders of the Revolution with compli.

" city in hiding the king under a pretext. The captain. of the

guard felt himself torn limb by limb in the mad fury of the
mob. Confusion reigned supreme.

The two invisible beings watehed on, for they could not
get through the crowd of disorderly rebels. The elixir could only
make the body invisible, the matérial entity being unchanged.
Though invisible, its presence could be felt and crowd was a
dangerous menace to safety still.

The whole crowd, perplexed at the audacity of the venture
had but one lime of investigation. The king’s garments were
left behind. In all probability he might have also joined the
melee, disguised as a commoner. Each began to scan the
features of the other with suspicion, eager to pick out the woll
from their own flock.

The scorching heat of the midday Sun made the dis-
appointed mob more and more spirited and scan every one else
with increasing suspicion. Some had even their beards placked
outright and others stripped bare in the madness of the quest.
All on a sudden the whole gaze fell upon the gradual appear-
ance of something that appeared like a phantom in their
midst. A shadowy figure was gradually gaining shape: it
jumped at one of the bystanders and tore off his cloak. Ghost or
no ghost, the victim of the plunder rushed on the shadowy
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figure and felt it solid. The whole crowd closed round and
clutched at the King who had grown out of air.

Louis XVI died calmly at the Guillotine. When the
severed head fell into the basket, there rose out a cry of
anguish from somewhere. Every body heard it but none could
fix upon the person who felt his heart wrung out at the
execution.

Dr. Mozart was never seen afterwards. Puzzled at his
continued absence his friends and well wishers raked up his
belongings, hoping to find out some solution to his disappear.
ance. All scraps of paper that could throw light at something
bad been burnt out. A piece was only charred and the shak_
ing hand of the Doctor was recognizable therein.—

6

————could be substituted. The smell is sweet like
lavender. The sulphurous smell will go. The result is deceiving.
The potency remains so long as the ether has not completely
evaporated off. When all the ether has evaporated, the invisible
man grows visible.”
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The College Union anniversary celebrations for the
year 193132 came off on Saturday, 27th February 1932, un_
der the presidency of Mr. T. S. Narayana Iyer, B. A. B. L,
Chief Tustice of the state. The College quadrangle with its cir-
cular enclosure of trellis work and pavilion of streamers crown-
ed with the State flag presented a variegated scene of colour
and beauty. The students had mustered strong and there was
also a large gathering of distinguished ladies and gentlemen,
representing the official and non official section of the Public
of Trichur.

At about 5 P. M. the President Mr. T. S. Narayana
lyer, B. A. B. L., was received on the platform by His Lord-
ship the Bishop, the Patron of the College, while Rev. Fr. John
Palocaren M. A, [Edin] welcomed the lecturers, Messrs. P.
Sankaran Nambiar, M. A.. Vadakkepat Narayanan Nair and
Tharuthu Kunju Thomman M. L. C.

The function began with the recitation of a few ‘manga.
la slokas,” and after the Principal had referred in condoling
terms to the demise of the late Maharajah of Cochin, Prof. P.
Ramanathan M. A. extended inthe name of the College a
cordial welcome to all those who had flocked thither to honour
the day. Then the President addressed the gathering in a
speech spiced throughout by acidic humour and remarkable
clarity. Himself a veteran of learning, he drew a glaring pict-
ture of contrast between the systems of collegiate instruction,
old and new, and concluded with an expression of preference
for the wider outlook and greater reach in modern education.
He was warmly applauded at the end of his address. '

The secretaries then read the report of the working of

the College Union for 1931_92.
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Mr. P. Sankaran Nambiar, M. A., Proiecssor of English,
Mabharajah’s College, Ernakulem, then addressed the gathering
on ‘‘Literature and Science”. The learned disquisition was
appreciated very much, ~ Mr. V. Narayanan Nair then in
chaste and  classical vernacular delivered an interesting
discourse on “enjadnige”. The fascinating way in which the
learned speaker dived deep into the subject and unveiled its
mysteries impressed the audience considerably. His speech
was supplemented by Mr. Tharuthu Kunju Thomman M. L. C;
who lectured on “0s02)) omailon@d mloeadien auengo
©asvooaleile’’. In an elegant little speech he surveyed the
working of the Legislative Councils in Cochin and Travancore.
The College Union is extremely thankful to all the lecturers for
their brilliant speeches.

The following prizes were then distributed:

LIST OF PRIZE WINNERS.

1. Religious Instruction;: C.]. Jacob iiu ¢
2. Best all round Senior B, A. class, C. K. Nilakantan.
Senior Inter class, P. P. Vaidyanathan
3. English Composition, iv uc P. Muthukrishna Kurup
' iii ,, Bhramadathan Namudiripad
it ,, K. Rama Warrier (by Mr.

V. S. Menon, B.-A. (Hons),
Old-boy) '

: 1 35 o 1. Sivaraman;
4, Magazine Prizes.

‘a) For the best cartoon, Balaraman K. iuc
b) 5 5 Mahalingam K. S. iv
c) For the best Eng. article, K. C. Chinnappan iii ,,
d) i Mal. ,, P Sankaran Elayath iv ,,

5. Literary Union prizes,
a) [ or meritorious services, K- Covmda Menon iv u c

Gold Medal, (Union General Secretary)
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b) English Extempore, 1. M R. Subramanian iv uc
(by Mr. V. K. Harciharaier, B. A. Qld boy)
2. P. Muthukrishna Kurup, ivu ¢
(by Mr. Josua, B. A. Old boy)

¢) i Elocution. 1. K. Neelakantan, i uc (by mr:
J. V. Akkarapatty, B. A. Old boy)
2. C.]J. Antony iiuc
d) *3 Essay, . P. Muthukrishna Kurup, iv uc
(by an Old boy)
2. P. P. Vaidyanathan, ii uc
(by Mr E. C. Kunjuvaried, Old boy)

e) Ma'ayalam Extempore 1. Kurien, C. ]. iuc
2 Rama Menon, M. K
f) = Elocution. . Rama Menon, Mool s

_ 2. U. Sankaran, iii u c

g) b Essay, L. K. Krishna enon, -,

- 2. U. Sankaran, iiiuc .
7. Sports:

a) Champion Cup to P. A Paul iiuc, Best all-round
Sportsman; Olympic Champion of the State, Madras, and se-
lected for the All-India Olympic Sports, and Champion of the
Kerala Inter_Collegiate Sports.

b) Medal to M. R. Doraswami, iii uc next in merit in
Olympic Sports of the State, Madras, and selected for the All
India Olymplc Sports. :

c) Medal to P.C. Th_dmas, iv u ¢ for successful cap-
taincy.

d) Medals for the following compititors.

A. K. Warrier 11 uc P. Sankaran, i uc
A. Baskaraniuc K. I. Ikkroo i uc
K. Madhava Warrieriuc T. V. Parameswaran ii u ¢
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In this connexion we have great pleasure to announce
that some old boys of the College warmly responded to our
request to contribute towards the prize_fund of the competitions.
We record our grateful appreciation of their generosity and
regard for their alme mater, and hope that their tribe may in.
crease.

Alfter the distribution of prizes, the President concluded
the proceedings in a short and humorous speech. With a vote
of thanks to the President, the lecturers and the public, deli-
vered by Mr. V. Sankarankutty Menon, B. A, (Hons). the fun-
ction came to a close at about 8.30 P, M.

The College Social.

On 28th February 1932, the grand social was held under
the auspices of the College Union, when the students of the
College were ‘at home’ to the old boys. Many of the old boys
responded, and among them was His Lordship the Bishop of
Trichur. In addition many of the clite of Trichur were also
present. '

The first and most' popular item of the social was sum_
ptuous refreshments.  Mr. Puthezhath- Raman Menon, B.A.,
B. L., graced the occasion with a neat little- witty speech em..
phasizing the importance of such. gatherings.  The occasion
was availed of also by numerous students who manifested their
feryent feelings of regard and love for the College in short
speeches. The Principal thanked them one and all for the
sentiments they had expressed for the College and the members
of the staff. In wishing godspeed to the senior . students he
wished them success not only in the University examination but
also in their future career in the world at large. It was about
8 P. M. when the gathering: dispersed.
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1932-33.

The College Union was put into working order, early

in the first term with the following office bearers for the
academic year.

Ex-officio President.
Rev. Fr. John Palocaren, M. A . [Edin], Principal.

Vice-Presidents .

Me. P. Ramanathan, M. A. Mr. P. S. Venketeswaran, M: A. .

Secretaries.
K. J.Ignatius: iv u, c. K. T. Antony ii u c.
Committee Members.
I. Kesava Menon iV 16 K. Rudhra das" il u. c.
P Madhava Marar  do. T C. Balakrishnan do.
N. I. " Thomas iitu ¢  P. V. Anthappan iu'c
C. ]. Antony =g E. Madhava Warriar  do.
E"Echaran Unni do. -T. V. Venketachalam da”

The Finance Sub-Committee.

K.]. lgnatius

K. T. Antony

C.J. Antony. iiiuc. I Kesava Menon iv.d. C.

J\ Secretaries:

Méngihe Reporters. 4
P. Madhava Marar, ivu.c. T, C. Balakrishnan i u:c:-
E. Echaran Unni iiu, c¢. E. Madhava Warrier, i u. c.
Inaugaral Address..
The inaugural address of ‘the Union was delivered on

July 22 by Mr. P. S. Venkateswaran M. A_;Lecturer in English,>

on ‘‘Prospects of world peace”, The learned lecturer adopted
a pessimistic stand point on the issue and believed that the
permanent establishment of world peace is not'a contingency
to be reckoned with in thenear future, He carelully surveyed
the constitution; structure and working of the L.eague of Nations'

AL ulelE
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and clearly showed how in its present state the powers of the
[League were entirely inadequate to serve as an efficient or-
ganisation for the maintenance of peaceful conditions in the
world At the same time he suggested certain alterations of a
reforming and constructive character to be. made in the con-
stitution of the League. The lecturer also dwelt ontha numerous
dangers to world peace, like Bolshevism, capitalism and caste
hatred. and showed how the world has not yet become safe for
world peace, ' The address was full of information and interest.

Er. Zacharia’s Address.

‘Under the auspices of the Union a general address was
given by Dr. Zachariah C, D. 5. on ‘‘Preservation of Teeth”.
The lecturer emphasised the importance of the proper cleansing
and preservation of teeth in maintaining general health, and
pointing out the manifold evils of using the increasingly popular
tooth paste and prophylactic, advised the students to take to
margo leaves and native brush, The members of the Union
are thankful to him for his w1se mstructlons 38 :

Greetings to the Prmc:pal .

The students and staff of the ("ollege asiembled in.the
stage hall on August 12 to felicitate Rev. Fr, John Palocaren
M. A. [Edin], the principal and Ex . officio President of the
Union on the eve of his Parton Saint’s day. After the recitat-
ion of “mangala slokas’, the Principal was zarlanded., and Mr.
Y Balakrishna Iyer M. A wished him all joy and felicity on
behalf of the members of the staff. Then Mr. P. S. Venkates-
waran M. A . congratulated the Principal in the name of the old
boys of the College, while half a dozen members of * the Union
also spoke on the occasion eulogising his numerous good quali- .
ties. Qur benevolent Principal accepted our good wishes with
his :characteristic smiling face, and in an eloquent discouyse
he!d out to us the ideal of his patron Saint. St. Berchmans, who
was noted for his concentrated and intensive work during the
few years which were vouchsafed to him on this earth.

T e I P )
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Dr. Chacko’s Speech.

O. the 3!st August, under the auspices of the Union, a
general address was delivered by Dr.C. J.Chacko, M. A.,
Ph. D., F. R.-H. S., Some time fellow of the Columbia Univer-
sity in Political Science, with the Principal in the chair. The
theme of the lecture was ‘‘Prohibition Law in America”. The
distinguished speaker examined the working of prohibition 12
America for the past ten years and revealed a remarkable
knowledge of the operations of gangs and saloons and speak-
easies, which force the conviction that the campaign of prohi-
bition has ended in utter failure in America. The lecturer then
considered the case of prohibition in India and derived many
valuable hints and analogies from the example of American
prohibition for the benefit of Indians who wish to see prohibi.
tion established in this country. i "
Ordinary Meetings.

5th August 1932. . v B e han @ R
Subject: 4aflooa 00I0B)s "
[.ecturer: K. K. Kuujunni iv u.c.

Chairman: Mr. K. K. Raja.

22nd August 1932 s S
Subject: “ldea of a Kerala University = =
Lecturer: T. P. Karunakaran Nairjiv u. c. z

Chairman: Mr. T. P.Chandy B. A.B. T. = FRasEir

In addition we have arranged to conduct a Parllamentary

Session to disciiss the problem, *“Inter marriages—are they de.
sirable or not ?” '

K. J. Ignatius, K. 'T. Antony,

=2 “. (Joint Secretaries).



UNIVERSITY EXAMINATIONS (1932 March).

B. A. DEGREE. FULL PASSES.

i }\9‘ 01,—

K. Gangadara Nedungadi P. R, Narayanaier
V. Ravunni Kartha # P. R. Venkitakrishnan
¢ P. P. Ananthanarayananier (111) K. Kochukuttan
C. K. Ramachandran T. S. Raman
¢ P.Sankaran Elayath (11 & 1II) N.K. Seshaier
¢ P. Balakrishna Menon (111) P. S, David
- K. V. Govinda Menon + M. Madhava Menon
- K. M. Mathai M. C. Mohamed Moosan
N. Sankunni N. Sankunny Menon
P. Sekaran Nair N. T. Uthupu
K. Easwara Warrier K. P. Narayana Nambiyar
C. K Nilakantan T. Rama Warrier
K. Sreedara Menon K. G. Subramanian
M R Subramanian (I1I) = ¢ Thomas P. C. (l11)
-3\[. 3 ¢ Passed in Sécond class in parts noted against.
PASSES IN PARTS.
Cherunm E.R. (I &11) Govindan T. T. (Il & I1])
Joseph P, C. (I'& D Kochugopalan Nair C. 11
Ramakrishnan S. -, Mirahusan N. M. (I & I11)
George T. F. (11 & 111 Govinda Menon K. 11
Kesavan P. M. >~ 4+ Muthukrishna Kurup P.l&lll
Rama Warrier S. (1) Sivaraman P. 11
Mabhalingom K S.: ,, Poulose A. V. 1] & llI
Balakrishnan Menon K. (I & 111} Kuriyan V. M. 1I
Balakrishnan K. | & Il Narayanan O. ,,

Unni K. A. =

+ Passed in Second class in Parts underlined.




INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION.

FIRST CLASSES.

P. P. Vaidyanathan (4th in the University) b, c, e, £,

O. Sankaran

M. Prabhakaran

C. Narayanan Nayar
V. Sankaraier

T. S. Krishnan

C. P. Kesavan

e, f C. Narayanan c, e, f
c,e | P. A, Govindan Nayar c, ¢, 1

c, | C. P. Devassy c, e, f
c e, f T.S. Ramakrishnan §

e, f P. L. Antony c, €

c P. Velayudhan Nayar h

(Dlstmctxons b, Mal. or Skt; c, Mathem; e, Physics; e,

Chemistry; g, Anc. Hist;

Logic).

h, Mod. Hlstory, i, Ind. Hlst 1s

SECOND CLASSES.

N. Balakrishnan Menon f

A. Devan Nayar
A. V. Devassy

. P. Kalyanakrishnan
. Madhavan, c.f

. P. Madhavan e

. K. Baskaran e

. 5. Dharmarajan e
. Kochunarayanan e
. Rama Warrier

. A. Subraimnanian |
R

. Venketeswaraier

)>—-]?‘IOZ<—1"UJ>_

}*U"U';‘ng"U<1(‘<

C- J- Jacob

, V. Thomas f

>. ]. Antony

. P. George

. U. John Ea
.M. C. Narayanan Nambudmpad
. Sankarankutty Menon g

. V.Kesava Menon
Krhhnankutty

. Narayana Meuon

.‘A. Paul

. R. Rajagopalan

: Balakrishnan Nayar

. K. Baskaran

<"U

Lad b s i
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PASSES IN PARTS.

ps)

» Ayyappan 11 &Il

SFEO0OUARONR

=2

. O. Chimmar 1

. K. Francis 11

. T. George I

. P. Joseph II & Il

. Krishna Menon | & 111

- P. Krishnan Nayar Il & IlI

. Nagappa Menon Il

. N. Parasuraman [l & llI

. Rajagopala Paniker 11

. V. Raman 1l

. Shenbakam I

{. A. Sivaraman Il

. V. Sridaran 1 & 1l

T. Vallabhanunni Menon 1 & 1l
C. K. Vasudevan Il

M. Balakrishnakurup 1 & 11

RAro< <

p

K. Balakrishnan =
V. R. Ganapathi 1
T. Gopalan Il & [lI

A. Kunhikannan 1]

P. Narayana Kurup 1l
I. Ramakrishnanier 11 & Il

Ananthapadmanabaier 1

P. Raman Nayar
K. Sankaran

I &Il
||

T. Sankaran Nambudiri 1l

C. V. Sankunni
V. D. Peter

R. V. Varadarajan
P. M. Vergese

C. N. Govindan
P. 1. Lonappan

L.. Mathew Robello
T. Krishnakutti

R. Eacharan

P.V. Tharu

T. Karunakaran -
P. Parameswaran
K. Raghavan Nayar
A. Velukuttan

T. P. Anantharamaier

_ K. Balakrishnan

O. Ganagadaran

T. 1. lttoop

M. P. Mathew

M. N. N. Namudiri
T. L Peter

V. Ramanathan

B s

1l
1
1l
Il & 1
i1
11
I
1l
I &1l
1l
11
Il & 1l
1 & lil

11

1 &1l
T&ll
1l
1l
11
11 & 1]
1l
&1

r
.
,
L
!
|
|
|
|
I
|
I
i




COLLEGE CHRONICLE: .

MAY. Promotions Allthe students of the Junior classes were
promoted.

University Examinations. 105 students were sent up
for the University Intermediate Examination of whom
41 secured full pass. In part | the percentage of
passeswas 48, in Part 1181, and in Part II1 52.
There were 13 First clases and 41 distinctions—I0 in
Mathematics, 13 in Physics, 15 in Chemistry, 1 in
Ancient History, 1 in Modern History and 1 in San-
ckrit. For the B. A Degree Exam. 46 were sent up for
the whole examination of whom 60 per cent passed in
all parts In Part [ the percentage was 70, in Part I,
73, and in Part 111 89. There were 8 second calsses,
one in English, one in Sanskrit, 2 in Mathematics and
4 in Economics.

15—6—"32 The College re_opensd after the Long Vacation.
There were 186 admissions into | U, C. and 81 into the
111 U. C. The total strength of the College this year is
514, 82in IV U. C, 81 in HIU.C, 165 in Il U.C,
and 186 in t U. C.

37232 St. Thomas’ Day. There were special services in
the college chapel for the Catholic students

6—7—32 The llth anniversary of H. E. Bishop Vazhapilly’s
consecration. His Excellency visited the College during
the morning session and went around to all the classes

13_.8-—32 Feast of the Patron Saint of the Principal,
2—9_'32 First Terminal Examination,

10—~9—’32 Onam holidays commenced.
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11—9—’32 University September Examinations.

17—-.9—32 College reopened after Onam Holidays. Second
Term begins.

21—9— 32 Feast of the Patron Saint of the Manager.

STAFF. There have been a few changes in the College stalff.
Mr M. P. Paul, M. A, of the English department re-
signed on 15th June and in his place Mr. P. S. Venka.
teswaran M. A. (English & History), Old Boy, who
has put in 3 years of service in the Madura College,
wasappointed. Mr. Joseph Mundassery, already in
the College staff recently passed the M, A. Degree
Examination in Malayalam & Sanskrit and was pro-

moted as the Superintendent of the Indian Languages
Department.

PR T e N
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