In IWemoriam
P. K. Manavikraman Raja of Calicut

It is with infinite regret. that we record the sudden and untimely
death of M. R. Ry. P. K. Manavikraman Raja, Avl., long associated with
this College as a member of the Board of Management. An enlightend
_Prince and a true gentleman, he did distinguished and selfless work at
all times ; he was a tower of strength when difficult questions had to be
taced, and the Board and the College will miss his sane and ]ush guid-
ance. He got his early schooling in this College and studied in Madras-
for a time, after which he took over the management of his own affairs.
Recently he succeeded to the Karnavanshlp of his Kovilagom. He was
_pleasant and just &n@} dlg‘mﬁed in personal relationships and was an
- object of love and respe ; to his colleagtes, his juniors and to the general
. public. He was only sixty one years old, and his death came as a sur-

prise and a shock j;q'all To the members of the Kovilagom, and to
his wife and‘%h@d’reﬁr‘ we offer sincere condolence. » ]
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The University of Madras.

By
Principal A. V. K. Krishna Tienon.

I have selected “The University of
Madras” as the subject of a short article
for this issue, my chief object veing to
give some idea of the working of one of the
premier Indian Universities to the young

stadents of our colleges, inany of whom do

not care to know—perhaps because, being
mainly concerned with their examina-
tions, they think that *‘where ignorance
" is bliss, ’tis folly to be wise”—how the
University with which they are so inti-
mately bound is functioning It is not
possible within the space allowed to go
into all the details but [ shall, as far as 1
can, try to set forth the important points
which they will do well to remember
about their own University.

The Madras University is now 75 years
old, having been established in 1857, a
year memorable in the History of India,
under the Act of Incorporation XX VII
of 1857 passed by the Legislative Council
of India as it was then called. In the pre-
amble to this Act, the purpose of our Uni-
versity wasset out to be the ascertain-
ment, by means of an examination, the
persons who had acqnired proficiency in
different branches of Literature, Science
and Arvt and the award of academical de-
grees to them as evidence of their respec-
tive attainments. It was, therefore, a
purely examining body then. This Act
was in force till 1904 when the Indian
Universities Act, Act No. VIIT of
1904, was passed. Under Section 3
of this Act, “the University shall be
and shall be deemed to have been incor-
porated for the purpose (among others)
- of making provision for the instruc-
tion of students, with power to

appoint University professors and lec-
turers, to hold and manage educational
endowments, to erect, equip and main-
tain University Tuibraries, ILiaboratories
and Museums, to make regulations relat-
ing to the residence and conduct of
students and to do all acts, consistent
with the Act of Incorporation, which
tend to the promotion of study and
research’”. The Act of 1904 thus made
a distinct advance on its predecessor,
enlarging the functions of the University
to a considerable extent, for example,
in the matters ot University teaching
and control over the residence and con-
duct of students. This Act was practi-
cally repealed by Madras Act VII of
1923 passed by the Liegislative Council
of Madras and the latter 1 its turn was
amended by Madras Aet XII of 1929.
The Act of 1923 as amended by the Act
of 1929 governs our University now and
I have, therefore, to confine my atten-
tion to these two Acts for the purpose ot
the present article.

In the preamble to the Madras Act of
1923, the purpose is mentioned to be,
Jirst, the organisation of this University
“with a view to establishing a teaching
and residential University at. Madras
while enabling the University to continue
to exercise due control over the quality
of the teaching given by colleges which
are to constitute the University of Madras
or arve affiliated to it” and, secondly, the
desirability “to foster the development of
academic life and corporate unity as well
in the colleges as in the University by so
promoting co-operation among the col-
leges and between the University and the
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colleges as to utilise to the full the teach-
ing resources available within the limits
of the University”. Though the language
of this preamble is rather prolix, it is
abundantly clear that the aims of our
University are here fixed very high and if
improvements are made on the lines in-
dicated in the Act, we shall very soon
have an i1deal University.

The Act defines the University and
its powers at the very ougset. The
Chancellor, Pro-Chancellor *and Vice-
Chancellor of the University, and the
members of the Senate, the Syndicate
and the Academic Council form the body
corporate called the University of Madras.
This body, that is, the University, is
given various powers, some of the most
important of which are :

(1) to provide for instruction in various

branches of learning and make
provision for research ; :
(2) to institute pro‘essorships, read-

erships and lectureships ;

(3) to hold examinations and confer
degrees, titles, diplomas and other
academic distinctions ;

(4) to establish, maintain and manage
hostels ;

(5) to exercise such control over the stu-
dents of the University through the
colleges as will secure their health
and well-being ; and

(6) to institute and provide funds for
the mainteance of Students’ Unions,
Athletic Clubs, Extension Boards
ete.

The University is thus provided with
ample powers to extend its usefulness and
enlarge the sphere of its influence.

The head of the University is the
Chancellor who is always the Governor of
Madras. He is the President of the
Senate and has to preside, when present,
at meetings of the Senate and at any
Convocation of the University. Then
comes the Pro-Chancellor who is the
Minister administering the subject of
‘education for the time being and whose
duty it is to exercise all the functions of
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the Chancellor in the lat:t}er'é &Eﬂosence

Next in rank is the Vice-Chancellor who
is a whole-time officer of the University,
appointed by the Chancellor from among
three persons recommended by the Senate

and is to hold office for a term of three.

years. His salary is at present Rs. 2000/-
per mensem. He is the principal execu-
tive officer of the University and in the
absence of the Chancellor and the Pro-
Chancellor, has to preside at meetings of
the Senate and at any Convocation, He
is the Chariman of the Syndicate and of
the Academic Council. It is his duty to

see that the provisions of the Act are”

taithfully observed and carried out. A
fourth officer of the University is the
Registrar who is appointed by the Syndi-
cate. The scale of his salary is now
Rs. 600-50-860, 100-1000, 50-1500, the
increments being annual. He has to
devote his whole time to the duties of his
office which are very responsible. Among

other things, he has to be the custodian °

of the records and other property of the
University, has %o act as Secretary to the
Syndicate and to attend all the Univer-
sity meetings keeping minutes thereof,
and has to conduct the official correspon-
dence of the Syndicate and the Senate.

The authorities conducting the work
of the University are chiefly, (1) the
Senate, (2) the Syndicate, (3) the
Academic Council, (4) the *Faculties and
(5) the Boards of Studies. I shall con-
sider these one after another.

The Senate is the supreme govern-
ing body of the University and has the
power to review the action of the Syndi-
cate and the Academic Council where
these have acted in excess of their powers.
It passes the budget and confers degrees,
titles, diplomas and other academic dis-
tinctions. It makes Statutes and can
modify or cancel Ordinances and Regula-
tions. - In fact, it has all powers requisite
to give effect to the provisions of the Act.
The Chancellor, the Pro-Chancellor, the

Vice-Chancellor, the Director of Public

Instraction, the Principals of first-grade
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colleges and professional colleges, the
whole time University professors are all
ez-officio members. In addition, there
are many others elected by various bodies
like the Legislative Council, District
Boards, Municipalities, etc. There are
at present over . 200 members forming
this representative assembly which has to
meet at least twice a year.

In the Syndicate which consists of 19
members in all vests the executive govern-
ment of the University. The Vice-
Chancellor and the Director of Public
-Instruction are ez-officio members of this
« body. Kight members are elected by the
Senate and six by the Academic Council,
while the remaining three are nominated
by the Chancellor. It makes Ordinances,
administers the properties and funds of
the University, appoints University pro-
fessors, readers, lecturers and examiners,
exercises supervision over the colleges
and in fact regulates and determines all
matters concerning the University,
subject of course to the control of the
Senate. : :

The Academic Council which came
into being only after the passing of the
Act of 1923 is the authority of the Uni-
versity in academic matters and has the
control and general regulation of teaching
and examination within ‘the University.
Its chief powers are to advise the Senate
and Syndicate on all academic matters,
to make regulations regarding courses of
study and examinations, to constitute the
various faculties and to promote research
within the University. The Director of
Public Instruction, the University pro-
fessors, the heads of University Depart-
ments of Study and Research, the Uni-
versity Liibrarian, the Principals of first-
grade, professional and constitutent
second-grade colleges, the University
Readers are ez-officio members. There
are elected members too, many of whom
are in some way or other connected with
the teaching profession. A large body
consisting of over 180 members, it meets
twice a year under the Present rules.

The Faculties and the DBoards of
Studies come next. Our University has
now the following Faculties, namely,
Arts, Science, Liaw, Teaching, Medicine,
Agriculture, Commerce, KEngineering,
Oriental Learning, and Fine Arts. Ap-
pointments to these Faculties are made
by the Academic Council, not less than
three-fourths of the total number of mem-
bers of every Faculty being members of
the Academic Council. A Faculty has
power, among other things, to consider
and report on any matter referred to it by
the Senate, the Academic Council, the
Syndicate or the Vice-Chancellor, and to
draft Regulations in regard to courses of
study and examinations.

There are 29 Boards of Studies in
different subjects. Each Board consists
of the University professor or where
there is no such professor, the head of
the Department in the subject for which
the Board is appointed and no fewer than
three or more than twelve members. It
is the duty of each Board to consider and
report on any matter referred to it by
the proper authorities. = HEach Board
has power to recommend to the Syndi-
cate persons suitable for appointment as
examiners in the subject with which it
deals and to recommend text-books and
courses of study.

Having considered the various authori-
ties of the University, 1 shall now deal
with the Liaws governing the University.
These consist of the Act, Statutes, Ordi-
nances and Regulations. The Act of
course is the Act of 1923 as amended by
the Act of 1929.

The Statutes are passed by the Senate
on its own motion or on the proposal of
the Syndicate. They become valid only
after they are assented to by the
Chancellor. These Statutes may provide
for the constitution, powers and duties of
the University authorities, the conditions
of recognition and affiliation’ of. colleges,
the maintenance of hostels and other
important details of administration.



The Ordinances are made by the Syn-
dicate but they have to be submitted to
the Chancellor and the Senate as soon
as possible and have to be considered by
the Senate at its next meeting. The
Senate has power by resolutions passed
by a majority of not less than two-thirds
of the members present to cancel or
modify sach Ordinances. These Ordi-
nances may provide for the admission of
students, the conduet of examinations,
the condition of residence of students
and various similar matters.

Regulations consistent with the Act
and the Statutes are made by the Acade-
mic Couneil to carry out its duties.

To sum up, the University is the body
corporate composed of the Chancellor, the
Pro-Chancellor, the Vice-Chancellor and
the members of the Senate, the Syndi-
cate and the Academic Council ; the chief
officers of the University are the Chan-
cellor, the Pro-Chancellor, the Viee-Chan-
cellor and the Registrar ; the chief autho-
rities of the University are the Senate,
the Syndicate, the Academic Council, the
Faculties and the Boards of Studies ; the
Liaws governing the - University are the
Act of 1923 as amended by the Aect of
1929, Statutes, Ordinances and Regula-
tions, the last three being ordinarily made
by the Senate, the Syndicate and the
Academic Council respectively.

With the Chancellor as its head, with
the Vice-Chancellor as the principal exe-
cutive officer, with the Senate, Syndicate
and the Academic Council to make Sta-
tutes, Ordinances, and Regulations, the
University has, under the Act of 1923,
ample ‘scope for expansion and improve-
ment. The progress made by our Uni-
versity within the last decade has been
remarkable. In this connection, I cannot
do better than quote the following from
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the address delivered by the Hon’ble
Dewan Bahadur S. Kumaraswami Red-
diar, Pro-Chancellor, at the last Convo-
cation of the Madras University :—

It is indeed very gratifying to note that our
University is courageously departing from the
narrow path of affiliation and examination on
which it was first set and is steadily endeavouring
to expand on the right modern lines. Nearly 20
years ago Departments of Research in Indian
History and Indian Economics were instituted.
More recenfly Departments of Mathematics, In-
dian Philosophy, and of Oriental Languages have
been placed on a permanent basis.- The Zoology
and Bio-Chemistry Laboratories ave nearing com-
pletion ; and these and the Botany Laboratory
will be fully equipped for advanced research, Be-
sides these provisions for research in various sub-
jects; the University is also engaged in teaching
Feonomics, French, German, Geography and
Indian Musie. The academic work of the Univer-
sity is thus found to be considerable and varied.
The projected University Athletic Club and Stu-
dents’ Union will meet a want long and sorely
felt. Provision was made a decade ago in the
new University Act for the establishment of such
institutions, but no definite step was taken till
now to carry this provision into effect. Unde-
terred by the difficulties of the present financial
depression, the University has resolved to start
these institutions ; and it is hoped that they will
meet with ever increasing success. In these and
in several other directions the University has
begun to readjust and improve its work, and is
evolving itself into an effective instrument of co-
operation in the great and growing task of our
national regeneration.”

No doubt, a great deal more remains to
be done. But Rome was not built in a
day and we must patiently wait. Fortu-
nately for us, we have in the present
Vice-Chancellor, M. R. Ry. Dewan Baha-
dur K. Ramunni Menon Avl., M. A., &
capable and conscientious administrator
of high character and brilliant talents
who works whole-heartedly and indefati-
gably for the uplift of this University of
which he is a distinguished alumnus and
it 1s not, therefore, too much to hope
that, ere very long, this University will
be able to fulfil the purpose of ifs exis-
tence.
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The Zamorin’s place in the history
of Kerala.

(K. V. Hrishna Ayyar, M. R., L. T)

The Zamorin has secured a permanent
place in the history of the world by the
epoch-making event of the arrival of
Vasco da Gama at Calicut. His coming to
Calicut was not fortuitous. His was not
the forced landing of a mariner exposed to
a thousand risks in an unknown sea. It
was the crowning event in the history of
the Portuguese maritime exploration.
Stung by jealousy at the sight of the
Venetians and the Genoaese growing rich
by the transport of the spices and luxuries
of the east across the Mediterranean,
goaded by the crusader’s zeal against the
Muhammadans, whose prosperity depend-
ed on their carrying trade with the Medi-
terranean ports, and led on by the hope
of making an alliance with the Christian
state of Prester John, about whom vague
traditions had floated across to Portugal,
the Portuguese kings began to send out
ships to discover an all-sea route, and, in
consequence, according to the ideas of
the time, an all-Portuguese route to India.
The African coast as far as the Senegal
was fivst explored ; then the Cape was
rounded; and, at last, the Arabian Sea was
crossed and a landing effected at Calicut.
After an interval of over ten centuries
the ancient connexion between Europe
and India was thus resumed.

Da Gama came to Calicut not because
he was ignorant of the existence of other
states in India. Some of these were
even greater in extent than the kingdom
of Calicut. There was Guzerat, raled by
Bahadur Shah, who was ambitious enough
to question the title of the son of Babur
to the throne of Delhi. It was a Guzerati
guide who brought the tiny fleet of Vasco

da Gama to Calicut. If the Sultan of
Melinde had not told him about the
kingdoms of the west coast, patriotism
and community of religion would have
made the Konkani pilot praise his own
native land and the Muhammadan king-
doms of Ahmadnagar and Bijapur. To
the south of Bijapur lay the empire of
Vijayanagar, which comprised a large part
of Kanara both north and south. Da
Gama’s destination was none of these co-
untries.

His objective was Calicut, becaunse if
was the centre of the spice trade and the
trade with the west. Thither came the
ships of Manzi or China, bringing their
merchandise to exchange for the goods
which the ships of Egypt and Arabia
Felix brought from the west. Calicut was
more than a half-way house in the trade
between the east and the west. It was
a clearing house also.

Calicat owed her position as the great-
est mart of the trade with Europe to the
Ziamorin. It is very doubtful whether
Calicut was even a village at all when it
came into his possession. The earliest
traditions about the place indicate that it
was a piece of uninhabited strand. Its
very name confirms it. Hither it was the
home of the fowl, perhaps wild fowl,
which a literal interpretation of Kozhik-
kodu gives us, or it was a very small vill-
age, as small asa hencoop. There was
nothing to recommend it against Quilon,
Cranganore or Ely, all of them flourishing
when Marco Polo visited them in the 13th
century. It was not like Cranganur, the
seat of the imperial Cheras, the emporium
of the Indo-Roman trade in the first two
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centuries of the Christian era. It was
not the site of any one of the original
mosques which the pioneers of Islam
planted in Kerala. Further, it could not
boast of greater natural facilities than
any of these ancient ports. Yet, in the
course of two centuries, Calicut, with no
political or religious traditions and with
no better natural advantages to attract
foreign merchants, outstripped them all
and became the entrepot of the Indo-
European trade.

This was due to the policy of the
Zamorin. The seeret by which a barren
site was converted into a flourishing town
seems very simple to us now. In those
days it wasa very rare virtue in kings.
It was nothing but honesty and regard
for others. The stories of Ambaresan
Chetty, the Muscat brothers and the
Muttans may be dismissed as fanciful.
But we have the sober narratives of
of Marco Polo, Ibn Batuta, Abdur Razaak
and other foreigners to bear testimony to
the fact that in Calicut alone ships not
bound for it safe against molestation.
‘In other parts of western India ships
compelled to put in at a port which was
not ‘their destination were treated as
wrecks or adinnya wrukkal, and con-
fiscated by the chief or plundered by the
people. “You must know’’, says Marco
Polo, “if any ship enters their estuary
and anchors there, having been bound for
some other port, they seize her and
plunder the cargo. For they say, ‘you
are bound for somewhere else, and ’tis’
God has sent you hither to us, so we
have a right to all your goods.” Abdar
Razaak says, “Butat Calicut every ship,
whatever place it may come from, or
wherever it may be bound, whenever it
puts into this port, is treated like other
vessels and has no trouble of any kind to
put up with.” Foreigners visiting the
country were welcomed and treated as
state-guests. The honour done to Vasco da
Gama made him exclaim ‘“‘They little
think in Portugal how well we are rece-
~ived here !” Throughout their stay at

Calicut the Portuguese felt so safe that
they went backwards and forwards on
their own private business ‘“as if they
were In their own country.”” The stories
of ill-treatment with which da Gama and
Cabral regaled their sovereign were pure
inventions to cover their monstrous out-
rages at Calicut and elsewhere in the
Zamorin’s dominions.

The history of Kerala falls into three
well marked divisions. The first period
ends with three events, independent of
one another but more or less synchron-
ous. These were the abdication of Chera-
man Perumal and the consequent disru-
ption of his empire, the defeat of Bud-
dhism and the revival of Hinduism by
Sankaracharya and the founding of the
Kollam andu. The second period is mark-
ed by the struggle for supremacy among
the kingdoms of Kerala. The third period
begins with the invasion of Haidar in
1766, which put an end to their inde-
pendence.

The second period which lasted from -
the beginning of the ninth century to
1766 was dominated throughout by the
Zamorin. The history of this period is
mainly the story of his successful wars
against his neighbours and rivals. In
1498; when Vasco da Gama came to
Calicut, his empire extended from
Kannetti in the present Travancore State
in the south to Turasseri in the north,
from the Arabian Sea in the west to the
Palghat gap in the east. Of the thirteen,
if we exclude Ernad twelve, major king-
doms into which the empire of Cheraman+
Perumal broke up, only four were inde-
pendent. These were Venad, Kolatunad,
Kottayam and Valluvanad. KEven these
had been made to feel his might. Some-
time in the fourteenth century the Zam-
orin led an army against the Venad
Adigal by way of Kartikappalli and stop-
ped his advance only when the Adigal
came and submitted to him. The Kola-
tiri was compelled to divest himself of
northern Kollam, which was annexed by
the Zamorin, and Nileswaram, which
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was settled upon a tampuratti of the
Zamorin’s family, whom a Kolatiri prince
had abducted from Calicut. As a first step
against Kottayam Kurumbiathiri or the
Rajah of Kurumbranad was taken into
alliance. Though nearer home the
Vellatri or the Valluvanad Rajah maint-
ained a determined resistance, it was
« becoming clear that he could not hold out
long. For, every war he waged with the
Zamorin served only to bring his enemy
nearer and nearer his capital.

It was at this juncture in the affairs
of Kerala, when every circumstance
seemed to faretell a union of all its
princes and chiefs under the Zamorin,
that the Postuguese appeared on the
scene. They were not satisfied with the
freedom of trade which the Zamorin
- most willingly granted. They demanded
the most-favoured-nation treatment and
the entire exclusion of the Moplahs from
the trade of Calicut, which he most iustly
refused. Thereupon, they bombarded
Calicut and - proceeded to Cochin. The
‘Cochin Rajah, who was a vassal of the
Zamorin, in a last desperate effort to
regain his independence, forgot his allegi-
ance to him, and took the Portuguese by
the hand and concluded a defensive and
offensive alliance with them.

From this treason of the Cochin Rajah
began the ills of Kerala. It put a stop
to the progress of the Zamorin, who
would otherwise have succeeded to the
place of the Perumals, and introduced a
new element in the politics of Kerala,
which undermined all that was best and
noble among the Nayar aristocracy. The
Cochin Rajah himself was tbe first to

_ suffer. He had to eat the humble pie.
He had to accept the humilinting con-

“ditions which Vasco da Grama thrust upon -

- him in 1502. The ancient rule of succes-
sion was altered by Almeida in 1506,
In fact he had to dance to their tune.
He found to his mortification that in
making himself independent of the
Zamorin he had succeeded only in placing
‘the more intolerable yoke of the Portu-

‘guese landed at Cochin.

guese on his neck. The treatment meted
out by the Dutch, who took their place,
was still more galling. They fixed his
budget, controlled his treasury, appointed

* his chief officers, and usurped not only his

functions but those of the Paliyat Accan
also. All those who entered 1nto alliance
with the Portuguese and the Dutch had
to suffer more or less.

What was infinitely worse, the old
standards of morality and conduct, which
had regulated the relations between kings
gave way to the new principles introduced
by the foreigners. The guiding motto of
the Portuguese and the Dutch was divide
et impera, divide and rule, not unknown
in India before, but never reduced to a
settled maxim of statecraft. It not
only demoralised the princes of Kerala by
setting one prince against another but by
sowing the seeds of domestic discord
effectively prevented combined action.

The importance of the Nayar militia
began to decline from the day the Portu-
The Calicut
Nayars might carry fire and sword into
the Cochin Rajah’s territory, but the
Cochin Rajah could snap his fingers at
the Zamorin, thanks to the protection of
the Portuguese navy. The ancient
custom of Pada-kurikkal or naming the
day of battle fell into disuse. The last
occasion when it was done was in 1504
when the Zamorin, according to the
traditional mode of warfate, informed
Pacheco, the Portuguese Captain, of the
day on which he intended to deliver his
attack. The date is significant : not more
than three years had elapsed since the
alliance between Cochin and the Por-
tuguese. Night attacks and surprises
became more and more common, pitched
battles rarer and rarer. Walls and ditches

‘began to play a more and more mport-

ant part in defensive warfare. The sword
and the shield no longer decided the fate
of battles. The fortunes of the day came
to rest with fire-arms. :

It is the peculiar glory of the Zamorin

that for over two centuries and a half he

s



maintained a suceessful resistance against
these foreigners and their ways, though,as
time went on, he was compelled to smite
the adversary with his own weapon. But
for the Cochin Rajah the Portuguese
would never have obtained a footing in
Kerala, not to speak of a base of opera-
tions. In spite of the help rendered by
Cochin, the hostility of the Zamorin—his
frequent invasions by land and the long
guerrilla warfare on the sea which para-
lysed the Portuguese trade as much as it
did the Moorish trade—compelled them to
shift their headquarters to distant Goa.
Even when circumstances forced him to
make peace with them he kept them with-
in bounds. He drove them out of Calicut
in 1525 and destroyed their fort at Chali-
vam in 1571. The Dutch never seriously
thought of measuring their strength with
the Zamorin. The burghers of Amsterdam
shaped their policy according to the
principles of the counting house. The
warfare with the Dutch was confined to
the Chetwai frontier, and the Zamorin on
the whole had the best of it.

This was not the only service rendered
by the Zamorin to Kerala. Once in every
twelve years he used to hold a grand
festival at Tiranavay, lasting for thirty
days. It was called the Mamamkam, for it
~ was the festival of the Maha-Magha year
of the lesser Jovian Cycle. The last of
these festivals was held in 1755. These
festivals were to Kerala what the Olym-
pian and the Pythian festivals had been to
ancient Greece. It brought together the
people of Kerala from its most distant
parts and impressed upon them the essen-
tial unity of their culture and institutions.
All the chiefs of Kerala, with the excep-
tion of the Vellatri, attended the festival
in person or through their representatives,
either as honoured guests or feudatories.
The vast concourse of people attracted
merchants from all parts of India. Their
booths were pitched on the sandy river-
bed. So crowded were they, says the poet,
that the river seemed completely filled
up. The Mamamkam was however more

than a fair. It was also in the nature of
an exhibition of the arts and industries,
of all that was worth seeing and noble in
Kerala. In one part of the vast plain,
stretching from the Hdakkulam railway
station as far as the river, Nayvar youths
performed blood-curdling feats with the
stick and the sword. In another part,
acrobats, tumblers, rope-dancers and pole-
dancers exhibited their skill. On one side,
went on Ramanattams and Krishnattams,
and the Chakkyars and Patakas amused
their audience by their interesting stories.
In one place, could be heard the Krishna-
hhaktas expounding the Bhagavatham.
In another place, pandits and philosophers
were engaged in literary contests amongst
themselves or with the learned from
Chola and Pandya. In short, no other
institution in Kerala served to inspire the
Malayalee with love and respect for his
motherland and her culture and traditions
as the Mamamkam.

In the literary history of Kerala also
the Zamorin holds a very important place.
The annual Pattathanams held in the
Tali temple acted as an incentive to men
of letters as the Sadas held by Janaka of
Videha had done in ancient days or the
Nobel prize does to-day. For seven days,
beginning with the asterism of Revati in
the Malayalam month of T'wlam, competi-
tions were held in (1) Bhattam or the
Mimamsa as expounded by Kumarila
Bhatta, (2) Prabhakaram or the Mimamsa
as interpreted by his disciple, Prabhaka-
ran Nambudiri, (3) Vyakaranam or gram-
mar, and (4) Vedanta as established by
Sankara. Forty eight prizes were awar-
ded, each consisting of a purse contain-
ing 96% fanams. Special prizes were also
awarded for proficiency inMalayalam. The

prize-winners were thenceforth known as

Bhattathiris. This is not the place to
describe how the Pattathanam has enri-
ched Sanskrit literature. The aspirants
had to pass through the most rigorous
tests. Even Melpattur Narayana Bhat-
tathiri, the author of the Narayaniyam,

had to go disappointed for twelve years,
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and it was only with very great reluctance
that the committee of Bhattas, who acted
as judges, declared him eligible at the end!

It is not possible to estimate the con-
tribution of the Zamorin to the history
of architecture. The materials for it are
at present lacking. No proper archaeo-

logical or epigraphic survey of the district
has yet been conducted. The records of
the temples have yet to be made available
for purposes of history. When these are
done the indebtedness of Kerala to the
Zamorin in this respect also will stand
fully revealed.

ON EDUCATION.

“The training by which the current and expression of will are brought under
control and become faithful is called Education.

" We want that education by which characteris formed, strength of mind is
increased, the intellect is expanded and by which one can stand on one’s own feet.

The ideal of all education, all training, should be man-making.

What we need. you know, is to study different branches of knowledge that is
our own and with it the English- language and Western Science ; we need technical
education and all else which may develop the industries, so that men, instead of seek-
ing for service, may earn enough to provide for themselves and save something against

a rainy day.”

—Swami Divekananda.
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A Feep into the Rebel Area.

BY

&. Gopalan SVair, VI Form.

Country life always has had a great
fascination for me. An intimate friend of
mine had often asked me to pay him a
visit at his place in an out-of the-way
village. As soon as the college closed for
Christmas a great longing seized on me
to avail myself of this invitation. We took
a convenient train and alighted at an un-
important way-side station along the coast
line. At a very small distance from the
station building, & fairly good sized motor
bus was waiting. which was to take pass-
engers eastwards into the interior. We
bearded this bus. It was then that my
friend informed me that we had to pass a
good many spots which had been made
very notable by rebel activities in the out-
break of 1921. Aswe proceeded along the
road I saw on one side a little below us,
the famous Mumbrum Mosque where the
notorious Ali Musaliyar often delivered
his fiery orations to huge congregations
of fanatical Moplahs. The road here is
on a high level and in the low ground on
either side of it is a profusion of vegeta-
tion. On the northern side it slopes away
into the banks of a neighbouring stream.
It is upon this narrow strip of land bet-
ween the road and the river, among the
gently waving cocoanut trees and slender
giddy arecanut trees, the fruitful orchards
of plantains and deep pasture lands, that
the famous Mosque is situated. It looks
very ancient and picturesque. Nobody
passing the place now and seeing its pres-
ent peace and prosperity can guess the
terrible plots hatched and frightful deeds
done up . there only a decade ago. The
inhabitants of the place follow their daily
avocations in the usual sluggish manner
of rustics as if nothing strange had ever

happened there to ruffle the calm and
steady course of their lives from the very
beginning of time. The petty traders and
tea-shop - keepers stood in front of their
stalls leaning on the door-posts and gazing
indifferently at us as our bus passed. Now
and then men of the Special P olice stati-
oned near by, got in and out of the bus.
Only the sight of these men reminded me
of tke grim past.

Our bus stopped at the side of a small
but deep river. There was no bridge and
we had to wade across the water which at
that time of the year was only knee-deep
and ran very brisk and clear. We were told
by people about here that the waters of
the rippling stream ran in violent currents
of a dusky reddish colour during that
rainy season of 1921, discoloured with
blood !

We waded across. After climbing up
the steep bank opposite we had to walk
across very rocky uneven country scatter-
ed with- thickets for a distance of about
four miles. My friend’s ancestral home
was situated on the slope of a hill. On
our way my friend pointed out to me an
old banyan tree on the summit of a
mound where the rebels had stationed an
outpost while the main body camped at
his house. The place commands a good
all-round view of the whole valley while
above it at a distance of four or five miles
loomed a blue range of high mountains,
the Panthaloor hills, the eternal guardians.
of the fertile soil of Ernad.

‘We reached the house, quite a modern
building built by the side of the ancestral
house ; during the time of trouble the =
rebels had entered the ancient mansion
and used it as their temporary camp.
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Many murders and other outrages had
been committed there, and when the
military arrived to punish the miscreants
and clear the country, there had been a
pitched battle right in front of the house.
Dreadful deeds of death and destruction
had been enacted about the place for
many days. The old walls bear marks of
violence to this day ; grimy with smoke,
pitted with bullets, portions scraped away
with Liewis-gun fire. 'When the obnoxi-
ous elements of rebellion were quite exter
minated and peace and order restored to
this part of the country, my friend’s
mother who was rather old-fashioned and
superstitious in such matters objected to
living in the old house any more. So they
had built a new one close toit. We
rested therc for some time discussing
these matters.

In the afternoon, soon after tea we set
out to see some of the places of interest
my friend had mentioned. There was a
small mound at a furlong’s distance tiom
the house where all the corpses of the
Moplahs killed in the fight had been
buried. My friend explained to me that
there had been a deep stone quarry in the
place before the Rebellion. More than a
hundred human bodies had been thrown
in there in a mouldering heap. My friend
took me to a place about a couple of miles
away where there was a very large enclo-
sure. The surrounding walls were very
high and substantially built. Inside, it was
dotted with a few grainte slabs scattered
‘here and there. It was quite certain from
its appearance that it once contained a
good-sized Hindu temple. The spot where
the well was, is now covered with granite
slabs. My friend told me that there were
more wells inside that enclosure. He
could not tell me much more about the
strange history of the place. However
he definitely assured me that the demoli-

tion of the temple was not the work of

the last Rebellion. We had a magnifici-
ent view of the sea some miles away,
from the top of the old wall.

After walking over the place and exert-
ing our minds in vague guesses over its
history we re-traced our steps homeward.
When we neared the house my compa-
nion guided me into the shrine of his
ancestral deity. The temple at present
lies in a neglected state. The idol had been
torn from its pedestal and taken away by
the rebels and the picturesque temple well
had been polluted. It is the story of how
this came about that impressed me most.

There was a faithful old watchman at
this place whom people commonly thou-
ght a little “cracked”. This man refused
to move from the place when ‘all the
other inmates of the house went away to
remote towns dreading attacks from the
rebels. Alone he here followed his daily
routine and guarded the shrine and the
house. Suddenly one day a huge wave
of rebels swept into those parts and a
horde of filthy blood-smeared fanatics
poured into the courtyard of this ancient
mansion. The poor brave old fellow ran
about remonstrating. But what was one
moreé life to the desperate blood-thirsty
mob ? With jeers and taunts and blows
they took him captive and dragged him
from the temple which he loved so much.
They made him stand at the edge of the
well ; he stood there loudly repeating the
holy name of the goddess and was so
murdered ;—a single stroke severing his
head from his body. '

This story .deeply affected me. This
ignorant - fellow had the courage and
loyalty to sacrifice his head at the altar
of “his faith. Cracked! How many sane
men in full possession of their wits will
be prepared to do as he did? I sighed
over the fate of the poor old man and
‘very much regretted that the Divine Hand
,of the object of his devotions was not ex-
erted to save his faithful soul. I thought
over it $ill late in the night, and when
sleep closed my eye-lids I dreamt of
the poor half-demented creature.




lhe Mohurrum Festiva/.

S. SUBRAMANIAN, VI FOrRM B.

The grandest festival of the Muslims is
the Mohurrum. It is celebrated annually
and lasts for thirteen days.

On the death of Mohammed disputes
arose as to who should succeed him.
The Prophet had no living sons. His
only daughter Fatima had been married to
one Ali. They had two sons Hussan and
Hossain. Ali said he would succeed to
the throne but the congregation gathered
at the mosque and chose the Prophet’s
father-in-law as Caliph i.e. the successor.
Then succeeded Omar and Othman and
on the latter’'s death Ali became Caliph.
These four Caliphs reigoed in Medina.
In 660 A. D. the Caliphate was shifted
to Damascus. Ali was assasinated, and
his “son Hussan was poisoned. But
Hossain was able to live a score of years
more. The then Caliph was Muavia.
His son Yezid came with his army and
surrounded Hossain. In the fight which
then took place on the plains of Kerbala
beside the Fuphrates, Hossain was slain.
The Mohurrum celebrates the anniver-
sary of the death of Hossain the grandsen
of the Prophet.

For some days preceding the festival
an “Ashurkhana” (which literally means
a ten-day-house) is prepared: As soon as
the new moon is seen, people gather in
the various 4 shurkhanas and effer a faitha
over some sherbet. They offer this in
the name of Hossain ; for, when Hossian
was lying covered with wounds, he felt
thirsty, but the enemy prevented him
from getting even a single drop of water
to quench his thirst. After the offer, the
sherbet is given to the poor. A mark is
also made where the holy fire is to be
lighted. On every night throughout the
festival the holy fire is lighted ; and all
-people both old and young fence across

the fire with swords and poles. The spot
is brilliantly illuminated by a number of
lamps. On one side of the holy fire are
taziahs, which are structures of bamboo
covered with paper and well decorated
with tinsel. These faziahs are intended
to represent the mausoleumm or tomb
erected over the remains of Hossain on
the plains pf Kerbala. Much money is
invested over these structures, which
when illuminated have a magnificent
appearance.

In the rear of the taziahs are placed
things supposed to have been used by
Hossain at Kerbala, viz., a turban of gold.
a sword, a shield, a bow and an arrow,
The standards commonly made of brass
and copper are placed against the walls.
The usual standard is a palm of the hand
resting on a pole, which probably repre-
sent the five members of the Prophet’s
family. In the centre of the Ashurkhana
is a dais, where a band of persons chant
the Marsia. This Marsia is an elegiac
poem in honour of the martyred Hossain.
This chant provokes an emotion among
the audience. At each pause the hearers
beat their breasts crying “Hossain ! Hos-
sain !”’; and their grief expresses itself in
groans and tears. This beating is some-
times so severe as to produce haemorr-
hage.

During day time pious Mussalmans re-
cite the Koran. On the eve of the tenth
day all the faziahs and standards are taken
in procession. The processionists carry a
spear surmounted with a lime to repre-
sent Yezids having caused Hossain’s body
to be paraded in the streets. A horse-
shoe also is carried as a remembrance of
Hossain’s swift steed. The long process-
ion is a scene of great confusion. On the
next day the {aziaks are taken to an open



space near water. After taking off the
ornaments they are cast into the water.
The plain near water represents Kerbalas
beside the Euprhates.

On the evening of the twelfth day pious
Muslims sit up all night reading the

Koran and reciting the Marsias and other
verses in praise of Hossain. On the thir-
teenth day some food is prepared and dis-
tribmted to the poor. This is the last day
of the Mohurrum which commemorates
the tragic end of Hossain.

THE SLEEPY POSTMAN.
Here is the story of a sleepy postman. He was one of those who had to be
on duty at 4 A. M., but he was always late, and was finally threatened with dismissal.
Two powerful alarm clocks set to go off simultaneously were not enough %o rouse
him, and several times he went to sleep while putting his shoes on. He then tried a

method which at last proved effective, and it was this. An alarm clock was fixed

near his bed in such a way that its vibration would tip a jug of cold water over his
head at 3-30 A. M., every day. As a result, he became a model of punctuality. Will
some of our students try this method ?
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Yoo Late!

By

C. P K. TJharagan B. A. (Hons.)

“The Shepherd in Virgil grew at last acquainted with Love, and found him a native of the rocks”—Jchnson.

I

That night, as he watched sleeplessly
at his window the stars and flying clouds
of midnight, Menon said to himself “If
1s perfectly ridiculous to keep awake over
such a wretched problem. Itis quite
simple. I will just take this girl away
from her inhuman guardians and give
her the freedom to live and learn : chuck
this miserable slave’s—work and try to
earn & living elsewhere. Life is more
than a livelihood. Damn prudence and
respectability I’ You see, he was a tutor
and general factotum in an exalted Nam-
budri family. With this heroic resolution
came a momentary sense of superiority to
his difficulties and the inclination to sleep.
He turned down the lamp, leaped into
his warm bed and slept like a prince in a
tairy tale.

II

In the *dim-lighted, vast, recesses of
the Nambudiri zenana the figure of a
slim, white, maiden, timid and nervous
and perpetually pensive, flitted restlessly,
with & craving at her heart for light.
She came to her nurse unobserved and
hugged  her, an untouchable, wheedled
and coaxed her with tears in her eyes
and threatened to die in her arms, should
a reply to a certain letter be still delayed.
Kummini sighed and trembled. Occa-
sionally they sobbed-in unison. Why was
Theyi bilked of her reply? An un-
favourable verdict from her. wonderful
hero she could understand and forgive,
but absolute indifference—

III :
Man is made up of strange contradict-

ions. Of course the sentiment is not
original but truth sometimes springs up-
on you with such breath-bereaving sud-
denness that you are compelled to take
refuge even in a truism.

Menon talked of chucking the slave’s
work when the “sack’ loomed on the
horizon. He felt like a hero and would
have acted like one. But then came morn-
ing and a visit from his employer, and a
statement of the case from his point of
view. Punctuated with his tomultous
laughter. (which was an almost physical
infirmity with the great man) it amounted
to this; *Theyi with this unheard of craze
for English learning, has frightened us all
out of our wits. One would think she is
already an English ‘Madam’ waiting for a
Burra Sahib to take her in a ship with
him to England! DBesides the girl is old
enough to get married. If people come
to know she is educated and modern and
all that, she would n’t have the ghost of
a chance of getting into a decent family.
There is still a great deal of prejudice
against modernity among us, Menon, and
I am really an exception’”. He laug hed
at the beginning, in the middle, and at
end of the speech, but it was a really sen-
sible one from his point of view. There
was nothing in it about the ‘sack’ or a
certain ‘“‘meddler.” Menon understood
that it was meant to be an amende hono-
rable, a concilatory move, as well as an
explanation.

Thus was he tempted to relinquish the
heroic alternative and make peace with
the commonplace. He felt himself in
honour bound not to encourage the girl.
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But to write a cut and dry reply in the
negative was beyond him. Besides, in
his present mood there was something
sneaking and ignoble in the very idea of
a clandestine correspondance with the
inmate of a zenana.

Thus it came about that when Kum-
mini looked at him in mute significant
appeal day after day, he averted his eyes
and she went away with a heavy heart.

v

It was another, a wet and muddy, after-
noon. The sky seemed to breathe like an
infinitely weary person—weary of raining.
There was just enough sunshine to light
up the tears.

Menon felt disinclined to go for a walk.
Out there, among the hills, scenting the
clean wet grass, he had felt like a cad
yesterday, when twilight was falling.
“Imagination makes cowards of us all,”
he said. But he couldn’t brave it, all the
same.

“There is a grand lot of timber floating
down the river. Itis a fine sight with
men on them, cooking and eating,” the
lad he was teaching suggested eagerly.

“I hate a river in flood ; it is so mud-
dy,” replied the sophisticated tutor half-
heartedly. Young Damodaran wondered,
open-eyed. Then he asked permission to
go and raced off in high spirits to view
the flotilla on the flood.

From across the courtyard of the wes-
tern wing of the zenana, there broke ont
all on a sudden, a song. It was one of
those Cabulli women who had strayed
into those parts, alone and at an unfav-
ourable season of the year, singing in her
loud ringing voice the hackneyed Hindu-
stani song :—

““Hamara des Hindustan haz,” ete.

The song, by distance rendered more
sweet, fitted Menon’s mood. It was pla-
intive, mysterious, “memorative” of vague
unfulfilled desires, and conjared up

“Old unhappy far off things
And battles long ago.”

There came floating triumphantly on

the wings of her song, visions of the

Ganges, now in flood, now smiling in the
summer sun, the hoary Himalayas, the
cities palaces and peoples of the north,
the magnificent relics and ruins of heroes
and statesmen of bygone ages, and from
an earlier time, the footprints of the
Gods when they walked the earth.

The song ended, the charm was brok-
en, and the tutor realised once again the
bitter bondage of the actual and the
present. “Romance is knocking at my
door. I have only got to open it and let
her in, but I dare not”.

He thought of the song repeatedly.
“It froths and bubbles with romance,”
he said, “Or is it merely my fancy ?”

&

Away, in front, lay a scrap of sky, pearl
grey in colour, lighted up by a few pale
stars and a half-moon somewhere to the
right on the point of setting. The hills
and trees visible for miles around lay
muffled up in a sort of ‘dim religious
light’; and the water in a muddy pool
here and there mounted a dull glow, and
a sodden leaf sticking in the mud gleam-
ed like an eye full of tears whenever the
lightning in the southern sky flashed a
signal. ;

There was no sound but emphasised
the silence of the night. The cricket in
its dry shelter screeched ceaselessly, and
the chorus of frogs in distant pools seemed
to be singing to the accompaniment of
the roaring flood across the fields. From
the cow-shed nearer, now and then the
‘thud’ ‘thud’ of a sleepy horn striking
against the wooden palings sounded
almost human in its homeliness.

~The young man sat for a long while
in his room, looking out into the night,
and lost in thought. A small light burned
in his bedroom behind, casting a rectangun-
lar patch of light on the floor outside. To
the right was the landing and the stair-
case leading down to the verandah below.
Opposite to him, across a broad court-
vard were the family sleeping quarters. At .

- one window there, a light came and went

fitfully ; Menon was acutely aware 1t
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was her window. He watched it for
some time in alternate sympathy and
exasperafion ; saw it die out finally, and
fell back into the deepest dejection.

Suddenly he was roused from his
reverie by the soft footfall cautiously
coming up the stair case. He jumped
out of the chair and dived into the
open bed-room to fetch a light. Hold-
ing up the small bed-room lamp in his
left hand and shading his eyes with the
right, he came out and peered at the
other end from where the sound of foot-
steps approaching was now more distin-
ctly audible.

*“Who's there ?”’ he called out.

No reply. Presently in what seemed an
age but was really a very brief while, the
intruder’s face and figure appeared.

He was dumb-founded by the utterly
inconceivable fact. It was a girl! The
next moment he was stunned by the still
more startling realisation that it was
the girl ! She looked pale and thin, with
big eyes, a perfectly oval face and a mouth
like a red rose bud. She was wrapped
up in a coarse white sheet as if in cere-
ments.

“I thought I would come myself,” she
said. Her voice, so to say, broke the
spell, and he came back to a sense of his
surroundings. He put the lamp down.

“You are incredibly plucky,” were his
first words, while he looked all his admir-
ation.

“It was the song finally made me. I
never had the courage beforc,” she said,
simply.

“The song !"Ah, Yes!"—He remem-
bered, now. “It made me feel as if I
could grow two wings and fly away some-
where ; and I said I would come and talk
~ to you, come what might,”; then as an
afterthought of timidity, she added
“Kummini alone knows that I have stolen
Everybody else is asleep”

“Still you run a fearful risk,” he com-
mented, all the conventional, the tame,
the unchivalrous in him reasserting their
sway.

The girl was perplexed and pained.

“Why didn’t you reply my letter ?”
she asked touchingly.

At that moment Menon felt a very
young man indeed, and rather foolish.
He gulped down a lamp in his throat.
‘Because I was a cad, because I was
a cad,” his heart kept beating, but lips
refused to utter the words. He wavered.
The girl looked at his firm clear cut featu-
res and sighed. “My word! there is Rom-
ance in her face” he thought, straying
from the point.

Suddenly from the foot of the stair
was heard a short dry cough. Some one
began climbing up the stair case with
quick firm steps very unlike Zers when
she had come up.

They looked at each other in conster-
nation. He could just indicate the open
bed room with a mute gesture. She dis-
appeared noislessly into the room, now
immersed in darkness. The light was
still burning where he had placed it.

His heart jumped into his mouth when
the new comer stood before him, glower-
ing at him, as it seemed, with a sleepless
eye and a forced smile It was her
father, his boss! “Sit down,” he said,
himself taking the nearest chair.

Menon forced himself to sit down.

“I felt unusually sleepless ; there is
not a breath stirring over there,” he
motioned towards the family apartments.
He continued looking out at the open sky
filled with shadowy outlines and studded
with many stars. The moon had set.
Then I saw a light in this direction and
thought you might be awake, too.”

In the pause that ensued, Menon

‘breathed one long free breath, and, appro-

ached the lamp and turned down the wick
to flickering point, with a, “May I ?”
“Yes, that is better. We can talk in
the dark. When I came to the foot of
the stairs, I could have sworn I heard
some one talking overhead,” he turned
upon the young man, as it appeared to
the guilty conscience, suspiciously. For
some moments his tongue clove to the



roof of his mouth.

“I was talking” he admitted. Something
made a rustling sound from the direction
of the open bed-room behind their backs.

“To whom ?” came the query, in
genuine surprise.

“To myself. It is a habit that T have.”

The old gentleman burst ouf into one
of his uprorious fits of laughter, but soon
bridled up, to the infinite relief of his
audience. There was something incong-
ruous in the sound of it at midnight and
in the dark,

“I should be afraid to live all alene in
such a place at your age’ ; he pointed at
the weird and solemn scene in front of
them. “But then you have no enemies
to be afraid of as we country squires have,
—Is it when you are frightened that you
talk to yourself?” he asked again like a
child reluctant to let go a funny idea.

“Sir, I have nothing to be afraid of ;
the habit belongs to my calm moments,”
he answered with some heat.

“Ah, you are a lucky young man.
Fear of enemies was always my night-
mare. They are of two kinds, known and
unknown. Don’t think I am joking.
There are actually people who envy me
every bit of my happiness and gloat over
my misfortunes”. He sighed, and Menon
called him a bore under his breath.

“It was only the other day that they
tried to break off a certain marrisge pro-
posal for my daughter.” Menon felt in-
terested, in spite of his situation. “Whose
marriage ?”’ he wondered.

“At last it has been settled and the
date has been fixed.” he continued.
“There will be a grand function here
shortly. You might be slightly inconven-
lenced in your routine, but I hope you
won't mind. It is only three or four
days,”

*Oh no, it doesn’t malter at all. I shall
take leave and go home.”

“What!", roared the sensitive old gen-
tleman. “Do you want to insult me ?”

“T mean no offence,”” Menon said, hum-
bly.

“You shall certainly go on leave after
the function or before it. It is the first
of its kind since your coming.”

“Yes, I shall gladly stay,” he said,
wishing to put an end to the scene at
any cost. “That’s right. You don’t ask
who the bridegroom is. Well, he is a
man after your own heart, an English
man”. “A what?” Menon burst out
forgetting himself in  astonishment.
The next moment he laughed aloud in
an equally crazy and careless way when
he caught the silly and absurd joke.

“A graduate ; you know him perhaps—
Mr.—Nambudiri.”

“Yes I know him. A fine gentleman
universally liked and respected,” he re-
plied heartily, for he had seen and heard

_nothing but good of the man concerned.

“Ah, I told you so. Now let us expect
Theyi will have her wish come true. She
will not only learn English but live with
a real Englishwallah.”

Menon moved restlessly in his seat.
But his agitation passed unnoticed and
the old gentleman rose from his chair
majestically perorating on his own theme.

“Thus we watch sleeplessly over the
welfare of our children while they snore
in their cosy beds with little hearts full
of grievances against us—I won’t keep
you awake much longer. In fact I my-
self feel a sort of sleepiness creeping over
me.”—In fact the sleep creeping across
his tired eyelds was perfectly visible in
its effects. He blundered down the stair-
case lugubriously with a parting salute,
“sleep !”’ ;

When his footsteps died away and his
figure disappeared among the shadows of
the avenue below, Menon coughed a low
significant cough. A tall ghost-like
figure, wrapped as if in cerements, once
again stood before him in the light,. -

Theyi was weeping piteously, He
never realised how lovely her innocent
child-like face was till he saw it dimmed
with tears. “Now, don’t weep”’, he whis-
pered approaching her ; and gently, but
greatly daring, touched her tearstained



cheek with the hem of his shawl which
he took off his shoulder for the purpose.
She shrank back slightly from his touch.
But the contact thrilled him...... The hot
blood surged up to his brain, and made
his eyes sparkle and his face tingled with
strange emotions. The girl was no longer
a devotee but a goddess.

“Why do you weep ?” he asked husk-
ily. »

“I don’t know,” she replied with
wonted simplicity, and dried her tears
with the fringe of her wrap.

“Liet me go now,” she added.

Menon felt all his vitality reviving.
His voice became tender and melodious,
and his face glowed with the beauty of a
settled purpose.

“I have found a way to make you
happy,” he declared, triumphantly, and
he really looked handsome as a young
god. -
“Please don’t worry. I am quite happy
—more than I deserve,” she pleaded im-
ploringly.

“Child, can you trust me ?” His eager-
ness was almost painful to watch.

“Of course, I have trusted you”

“Yes, in coming to me for help,” he
murmured humbly and gratefully.

“Now let me go away” she repeated
firmly. “A minute, what have I done
to lose it?” “I thought you would

understand. After what father said just
now there seems to be—no—mneed—in
short I am a fool! ” her sobs broke ouf
again and she covered her face.

“No, you are an angel. Every tear
you shed wrings my heart like a drop of
molten lead. Do let me chase away
these tears for ever, darling ! Do you
care for me, just a little bit, enough to
come away from this hateful bondage
into the wonderful world outside, to live
with me and share my love and life?
The words rushed out like a torrent
hurtling through him, and he uncon-
sciously took a step forward and stretched
forth his arms. She quickly sprang back

- and stood regarding him with starlted

childlike eyes.

“I came to you for knowledge, not,—
not,—anything else. I don’t care for you
that way. Indeed I didn’t know you did !
How could I? you didn’t even care to
reply my letter. Oh. If only you had
replied that letter, both of us might have
been spared this!” She waited some
moments, watching him, but he stood like
a statue, as if oblivious of everything,
with his face buried in his hands.

Then she said slowly, “I am going”—
He hardly seemed to hear the words.

When he raised his head again, she
had gone.




lhe Talkies in India.

By
H R. Ramakrishnan, vi Form.

The world-famous inventor the late
Thomas Alva Edison once remarked that
he considered the gramaphone and the
“Cinematograph” his most important in-
ventions ; he was right, and when we
hear from very authentic sources that
there are now more than a hundred
thousand theatres erected throughout the
world for the exhibition of motion pict-
ures, the true value of the Cine-industry
and the art of motion pictures become
apparent to us at once.

Though the cinematograph came to
light as early as 1885, it took mnearly
three decades for it to reach its present
stage of perfection. It was in 1887, when
even his first cimematograph machine
was still imperfect, that the idea of pro-
jecting talking pictures occured to Edison.
His constant endeavour in this direct-
ion - was' followed by a mild success
(which being something entirely new at
that time was a big success indeed),
and he introduced his first “Kinemo-
phonograph” in 1889. At this stage he
had to stop, for people first wanted perfect
silent pictures and so he went back to the
task of perfecting them.

But Edison’s assistant M. Lauste left
his master to finish the work of per-
fecting the Silents and took up the idea
. of Talking pictures exclusively working
day and night to discover a system for
effectively reproducing sound.

To him goes the entire credit for re-
cording sound on the film itself for the
first time. He had to work under great
disadvantages ; for modern inventions
like *“valves” and “microphones” were
then unknown. In 1904 his activities
beor fruit, and he gave out to the world a

complete recording and reproducing set.
Another two years, and he had invented
the “Light valve”, the most important
piece of apparatus in the recording
set, and taken a master patent for his
system. On this American scientists
and inventors worked and with the aid
of Microphones, Valves, Amplifiers etc.,
they perfected the talkies.

Thus stepped out the Talkies, a re-
ality emerging from dreams.

It was the Americans who gave the
world the first commercial talking pict-
ure ; others, doubting its success, stood
in the background with a sense of caut-
ion. Quite contrary to their fears, it was
attended with great success throughout
the world ; more than half of Europe was
filled with American Talkies and sound
equipments before others got busy in the
field.

England and other nations followed
suit ; India, true to her reputation for
slow progress, also grasped the idea of
producing and showing talkies of her
own. In three years, after the first
talking picture was shown in India, she
had screened her own talkies which
being first in the field became very pop-
ular. This success has encouraged in a
short time many Indian producers who
have begun making talkies in our own
country and with our own artists. ’

Have the Talkies come to stay ? So far
as India is concerned the question is
difficult to answer just at present; for it
is too early to judge. Whether Talkies
have come to stay or not, one thing is
certain. They are mnow strikingly
popular.

*
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The future seems to be clouded ; unless
our producers try to give the Indian
public better pictures in clean artistic
perfection, I am afraid our talkies will
have a bad time. Since talkies in India
are in the infant state, perfect pictures
are not to be expected- The producers
have to struggle through wvarious diffi-
culties, the language problem, finance,
ete.

The greatest difficulty which darkens
the future of our Talkies is the language
problem. India has nearly 250 languages
spoken in different parts; a Talkie pro-
duced in one particular language will
not appeal to people speaking quite a
different one. Consequently our pro-
ducers have to give out a talkie in differ-
ent languages, which means extra cost,
labonr, and time. Why was it that
Indian Talkies were so well received
wherever they were shown in India?
The answer is quite simple ; being first
attempts, the Indian public gave them
their whole-hearted and solid support.
But without considering this, and with-
out caring to give them better pictures
in return, the producers are persistently

turning out Talkies very poor in quality-
The result is that - the public who have
so enthusiastically given their support
arve also beginning to lose their interest.
It 1s up to our producers to keep the
Talkies alive; the only way in which
they can be saved is by giving the public
Talking pictures that show far more of
improvement both in technique and
sound-recording. Perfect talkies are at
present beyond our scope, because we
have sound equipments very much in-
ferior to those of Hollywood; but I
think our Engineers should try to get
the maximum results with the sets avail-
able- Only then will the Talkies justify
public sapport. ;

The problem of language may be got
over, when we have attained a universal
language for India, as we are trying to
do.

Indian silents have come very near to
the line of perfection, and it is the wish
of every citizen in India that Talkies
should reach the same height, too,

[A bright young friend once remarked that we

shall soon have Smgllies and Touchies. I am waiting
for them, particularly the Touchies,—Ed. Z. C. M.]
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[ he Contlagration.

By

62)‘ f-b’alakrishna .ﬂ’l'ehon (Junior Intermediate)

[Schaol fires in Malabar are not always accidental.
One wonders if this “*Conflagration” was started by
a sleepy night watchman’s beedi or some hard pressed
examinee who felt he could do with just a couple of
days more for preparation, Ed.—Z. C..M.]

On the thirteenth of March last (please
notice the date) I wandered down to the
Valapad High School. Our examinations
were to begin the next day. I had been,
bard at work for weeks, and felt that,I
should be the better for a walk and some
prest. ;

It was a golden evening.

The rosy rays of the setting sun pene-
trated through the small holes on the
walls of the great temporary shed erected

for the purpose of the 8. 8. i C. Exam-
~ination, and brightly illuminated the long
- rows of dual desks. Many other pupils

of the Sixth Form were loitering on the
verandahs of the main hall. Some of them
talked about the bombastic style which
they would  employ in the English
Papers. Some gave out answers to
different questions supposed likely to
appear in the question papers.  Kvery
one had some plan to stagger the exam-
iners. I kept remote from their com-
pany and sat down in a corner.
. After a while we assembled for depar-
ture. After exchanging “good nights” and
“good luck” we went our several ways.
I reached home about seven o’clock
and lay down on an easy chair with
my legs much higher than my head, and
gave myself up to my thoughts. That
was the sixteenth day of my recovery
- from small pox, and I had not regained
my strength. The thought of the im-
possibility of passing the examiantion,and
the disgrace which failure would bring,

soon threw me into an immeasurable
depth of dispondency.

It was about ten when I rose up and
went to bed. Even at so late an hour, I
could not sleep. 1 kept tossing in my bed.
At about {welve the thundering and con-
tinued ringing of the Church bell broke
the solemn silence of the dark night.
I rose up and looked through the windows
in the direction of the Church. I could
distinctly hear the cries of people. I ran
down the stairs and called my servant.
I took my long knife and a whip. The
servant lighted a lantern, and with a
lond shout, pulled the door open and
jumped into the open yard. All thisin
one brief moment of time. Our minds
were running on dacoits. We ran as fast
as our legs would carry us in the direc-
tion of the Church. But when we rea-
ched there we saw men and women 1un-
ning towards the school. I ran with the
utmost precipitation till I reached the
school fence. Rounding a bend, I came
suddenly on a grim scene of destruction,
lit up by the red glare of raging flames.
The shed was burning!. The flames jum-
ped to an immense height. The teak
wood beams that supported the roof were
falling with crashing sounds. The nails
and clamps of benches and desks were
hurtled red-hot to great distances
through the air. None of us could
advance even a step beyond the ferce. I
could not utter a syllable. When I looked

round I saw an immense concourse
of people. It was faces everywhere,
faces  expressing  varied emotions,

but all agreeing in their earnestness
to get a good view of the conflagration.



Some thronged round me and each one
began an account of the matter. Kvery
one talked, no one listened. Partly from
one, and partly from another, I learnt that
it was the north-eastern corner that cau-
ght five first. The watchman ran help-
lessly here and there. The crowd was too
distracted to think of ways of fighting the
fire. I stood like a statue, looking at the
systematic way in which the shed was
burning. As I was thus looking on, my eyes
were dazzled by something shining at a
distance. I looked at it keenly and under-
stood that it was a little pond, in which
I had deposited many ink-bottles, taken
from the examination hall, in old days ;
its waters now turned liquid gold by the
alchemy of fire.

Some belated attempts were made to
control the fire ; but it was not a helpful

or disciplined crowd. A little earlier they
might have pulled down the un-ignited
part of the roof ; but now it was too late.
Water was scarce, and such efforts as the
people made had not the least effect on
the steady progress of the burning. The
thatch flared fiercely. After about two
hours I returned home. The clock struck
three. 1 went to bed, once more, but I
could not sleep. At day-break I rose up
and calling my brother and servant went
to bathe. I put on my shirt and hurried to
the school. I could see the long pillars to-
wering up over the ruins like discomfited
guardian giants. The ashes and cinders and
the half-burnt fragments of benches and
desks littered the place. It had a close
resemblance to a burial ground. I stood
there for a long time gazing at the depra-
dations made by the fire.




L Midnight Horror.

By

Monica Jacob (Junior Intermediate)

Big Ben had boomed ten. It was pitch
dark, and I hurried into my room, turned
out the lights, and lay down to sleep. I
slept I know not how long ; suddenly I
was awakened by a loud thud just outside
my door as if something heavy had fallen.
“What can it be at this time of night ?”
I wondered. The thud was followed by
a grating sound as if somebody was trying
to open my door. I trembled with terror
and felt the cold sweat running over me.
I could hear my own heart thumping
with excitement and fear. In vain T
tried to still its clamour; the more I tried,
the more it increased, and the scraping
on the door grew louder. At last I col-
lected my courage and with heart boun-
ding fearfully, crept slowly to the door,
opened it just a little, and peeped out.
There to my horror were two living
points of fire glaring straight out at me.
My heart gave one bound and then stop-
ped beating. I slammed the door and
managed to shoot the bolt home. But it
was a light one and the door was slowly
giving to the repeated assaults of the
huge animal which I realised must be the
bear which had escaped from the zoo

the previous day, and, 1 had heard, baffled
all attempts to capture it. Good God!
What was I todo? In a few seconds
the animal would be within the room !
I crept tremblingly back to my table,
took my brothers’ loaded revolver and
waited in an agony of terror. Seconds,
then minutes, passed. I became vaguely
conscious of the huge form entering in
and shambling towards me. I felt its hot
breath very near my face. The pistol
seemed to go off in my hands without
any conscious will, and as the wounded
beast sprang on me I fell down with a cry,
and then remembered no more.

‘When I came to my senses I found the
doctor bending over me. I felt my head
throbbing painfully ; I recollected all that
had happened, and terror came on me
again. Kxplanations followed. The beast,
it seemed, had turned tail and fled at the
appearance of some men who had heard
my cry and come to my rescue, but not
before inflicting a wound on my shoulder.
I was confined to my bed for several
weeks, before I fully recovered. I do not
think I shall ever forget this midnight
horror.
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A Voice from the Past

[ Mr. J. B. Bilderbeck is one of the early giants,—those great-hearted Schoolmasters whose magnificent
selfless labours set education on its legs in India, and whose debt of service our country will never be able
quite to repay. Their names still remain in abiding fragrance iz the memories of the older generation, but few
of the younger are likely to know much of them. Mr. Bilderbeck joined the Educational Service on 1st April
1875, and served as Headmaster, Professor or Principal in many institutions even the names of most of which
will sound strange in modern ears. He worked all over the Presidency, Chittoor, Kumbakonam, Rajamundry,
Madras ; did practically every subject in the currieulum with equal distinction ; and became finally, Principal
and Professor of English in the Presidency College, Madras. It was in this capacify that his greatest work was
done ; for he was one of the most learned of all the Professors who ever served education in this country, a

great eritic and a fine speaker. He was also most attractive in personal relationships—sincere, patient, friend-

ly and eharming.
sight compelled him to give up his labours.

After retirement, he continued to work at Cambridge till very recently, when failing eye”

Sut he is still in possession of all his other faculties, if one may

judge from this interesting letter ; the sedate gravity and vigour of the style represents the best qualities of

nineteenth century prose. Incidentally, one asks :

Will the schoolmaster of the future ever win suech rever-
ence from his scholars, or feel such kindliness for them ?

I fear not—these are ‘‘other times, other men.”

We wish Mr. Bilderbeck many more years of great peaceful work.—Editor, Z. €. M. ]

7, Bolebrook Road,
Bexhill-on-Sea,
11th January, 1932.

MY DEAR KUTTIKRISHNAN,

The Christmas Mail brought me your
letter of the 7th December last, and also
a copy of the December number of the
Zamorin's College Magazine, and I write
now, after a fortnight’s delay which was
quite unavoidable, to thank yon for your
very kind and touching expressions in
relation to myself, and our former associ-
ation at the Presidency College. There
can be nothing more agreeable to a for-
mer teacher than to find that he is rem-
embered by an old puapil, more espccially
when this pupil uses langnage so full of
affection and appreciation in recording
his memories. I am indeed , greatly
obliged to you for bringing yourself again
into the narrow world of my present, a
world very different and contracted from
that we both knew thirty years ago.

- I am an octogenarian and have been
unfortunate in my health. Old age has
seriously injured a memory that was
formerly very good, and its dilapidations

under the hands of time have been great-
ly intensified under the hands of various
doctors who subjected me to operation
after operation, the shocks from which
have reacted injuriously on one’s memory.
I have tried to jog my memory to recall
some of the facts and incidents to which
you refer, but so far I have not been able
to find any means of reviving sequences
in mental associations. I still have large
group photographs of the different class-
es of the Presidency College that were
taken on the eve of my giving up work,
and T could refer to these in the hope of
recognizing your features, if it were pos-
sible for me to do this. I regret to say
that my eyesight has so greatly failed
that I can hardly make out faces and
forms, and all my reading has to be done
for me by a paid reader, or Mrs. Bilder-
beck who is also my amanuensis.

You greatly interest me in your anto-
biographical details, and also your
account of the recent developments in
educational methods and standards and
activities. With an Avts course to your
credit, followed by an Ti. T., course of
training, and subsequently by a third
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course of training for the legal profession,
your good fortune gave to you exceptional
opportunities of securing for yourself
excellent foundations for your life work,
and I am glad to think that you are
among what I fear is not a very large
group of those who love and honour the
teaching profession, and select it for its
own sake. You have obtained consider-
able distinction in this profession and I
hope that life and health and good for-
tune will enable you to realize your aims
and ideals. K. Ramunni Menon, now
Vice-Chancellor of the University of
Madras, ran down to see me here, when
he was in England the other day, and I
learnt from him about some of the edu-
cational news of the day.

Your college Magazine, with the excep-
tion of the Vernacular portions, was read
to me by Mrs. Bilderbeck, and I must
congratulate you on the successful efforts
you have made to stimulate intellectual
interests and activities among your pupils
and the members of your staff in refer-
ence to matters and subjects outside the
regular academical curricula. This ex-
periment of yours without doubt throws
much anxiety and responsibility on your
own shoulders, and I hope will evoke an
adequate responsive support from those
for whose benefit yon have undertaken it.
I was interested in particular in the
article from your pen on the reform of the
calendar, and also in another long arti-
cle on the Chavers, which gave indication
of research in available records associated
with a part of India which is of particular
interest in Indian History, in view of the
fact that Calicut holds an important
pOSIthD as providing an early connecting
link in the relations between India and its
associations with the people of Europe.

You are good enough to ask me to

contribute something of my own to your
Magazine, but I regret to say that I
cannot see my way to do this. I have
on various occasions declined similar
requests from India and in England. I
may mention that very recently I have
declined the request to contribute to the
College Magazine of my own college af
Cambridge. Before the war, and while
I was officially connected with the staff
of that college, I did write for the college
Magazine, but when my sight failed me,
I resigned my charge of the college
Library, and have undertaken no further
literary work. What you read in a recent
issue of the Mangalore College Miscell-
any was not a contribution from me to
that journal. My old pupil, C. D. J,
Pinto, who has been in touch with me
for many years sent me a copy of that
Magazine as a Christmas gift for 1930,
and in acknowledging his kindness, I
made a few remarks about it in my letter
to him. Pintois, I fancy, a friend of the
Principal who is personally unknown to
me, and showed him my letter. I re-
ceived a request to allow an extract from
this letter to be published in a subse-
quent number, and this is what you have
seen.

If you think it worth while to write to
me again, I shall be glad to hear from
you. I should like to know something
about the present status of the Zamorin’s
College. Isit in any way maintained
by the Zamorin himself, and has it any
endowments ?

Thanking you again for your very kind
communication, and wishing you every
good wish for 1932,

I am,
Yours sincerely,
Sd. J. B. BILDERBECK.




A side view of the Zamorin’s College,






