In IWemoriam
P. K. Manavikraman Raja of Calicut

It is with infinite regret. that we record the sudden and untimely
death of M. R. Ry. P. K. Manavikraman Raja, Avl., long associated with
this College as a member of the Board of Management. An enlightend
_Prince and a true gentleman, he did distinguished and selfless work at
all times ; he was a tower of strength when difficult questions had to be
taced, and the Board and the College will miss his sane and ]ush guid-
ance. He got his early schooling in this College and studied in Madras-
for a time, after which he took over the management of his own affairs.
Recently he succeeded to the Karnavanshlp of his Kovilagom. He was
_pleasant and just &n@} dlg‘mﬁed in personal relationships and was an
- object of love and respe ; to his colleagtes, his juniors and to the general
. public. He was only sixty one years old, and his death came as a sur-

prise and a shock j;q'all To the members of the Kovilagom, and to
his wife and‘%h@d’reﬁr‘ we offer sincere condolence. » ]
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The University of Madras.

By
Principal A. V. K. Krishna Tienon.

I have selected “The University of
Madras” as the subject of a short article
for this issue, my chief object veing to
give some idea of the working of one of the
premier Indian Universities to the young

stadents of our colleges, inany of whom do

not care to know—perhaps because, being
mainly concerned with their examina-
tions, they think that *‘where ignorance
" is bliss, ’tis folly to be wise”—how the
University with which they are so inti-
mately bound is functioning It is not
possible within the space allowed to go
into all the details but [ shall, as far as 1
can, try to set forth the important points
which they will do well to remember
about their own University.

The Madras University is now 75 years
old, having been established in 1857, a
year memorable in the History of India,
under the Act of Incorporation XX VII
of 1857 passed by the Legislative Council
of India as it was then called. In the pre-
amble to this Act, the purpose of our Uni-
versity wasset out to be the ascertain-
ment, by means of an examination, the
persons who had acqnired proficiency in
different branches of Literature, Science
and Arvt and the award of academical de-
grees to them as evidence of their respec-
tive attainments. It was, therefore, a
purely examining body then. This Act
was in force till 1904 when the Indian
Universities Act, Act No. VIIT of
1904, was passed. Under Section 3
of this Act, “the University shall be
and shall be deemed to have been incor-
porated for the purpose (among others)
- of making provision for the instruc-
tion of students, with power to

appoint University professors and lec-
turers, to hold and manage educational
endowments, to erect, equip and main-
tain University Tuibraries, ILiaboratories
and Museums, to make regulations relat-
ing to the residence and conduct of
students and to do all acts, consistent
with the Act of Incorporation, which
tend to the promotion of study and
research’”. The Act of 1904 thus made
a distinct advance on its predecessor,
enlarging the functions of the University
to a considerable extent, for example,
in the matters ot University teaching
and control over the residence and con-
duct of students. This Act was practi-
cally repealed by Madras Act VII of
1923 passed by the Liegislative Council
of Madras and the latter 1 its turn was
amended by Madras Aet XII of 1929.
The Act of 1923 as amended by the Act
of 1929 governs our University now and
I have, therefore, to confine my atten-
tion to these two Acts for the purpose ot
the present article.

In the preamble to the Madras Act of
1923, the purpose is mentioned to be,
Jirst, the organisation of this University
“with a view to establishing a teaching
and residential University at. Madras
while enabling the University to continue
to exercise due control over the quality
of the teaching given by colleges which
are to constitute the University of Madras
or arve affiliated to it” and, secondly, the
desirability “to foster the development of
academic life and corporate unity as well
in the colleges as in the University by so
promoting co-operation among the col-
leges and between the University and the
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colleges as to utilise to the full the teach-
ing resources available within the limits
of the University”. Though the language
of this preamble is rather prolix, it is
abundantly clear that the aims of our
University are here fixed very high and if
improvements are made on the lines in-
dicated in the Act, we shall very soon
have an i1deal University.

The Act defines the University and
its powers at the very ougset. The
Chancellor, Pro-Chancellor *and Vice-
Chancellor of the University, and the
members of the Senate, the Syndicate
and the Academic Council form the body
corporate called the University of Madras.
This body, that is, the University, is
given various powers, some of the most
important of which are :

(1) to provide for instruction in various

branches of learning and make
provision for research ; :
(2) to institute pro‘essorships, read-

erships and lectureships ;

(3) to hold examinations and confer
degrees, titles, diplomas and other
academic distinctions ;

(4) to establish, maintain and manage
hostels ;

(5) to exercise such control over the stu-
dents of the University through the
colleges as will secure their health
and well-being ; and

(6) to institute and provide funds for
the mainteance of Students’ Unions,
Athletic Clubs, Extension Boards
ete.

The University is thus provided with
ample powers to extend its usefulness and
enlarge the sphere of its influence.

The head of the University is the
Chancellor who is always the Governor of
Madras. He is the President of the
Senate and has to preside, when present,
at meetings of the Senate and at any
Convocation of the University. Then
comes the Pro-Chancellor who is the
Minister administering the subject of
‘education for the time being and whose
duty it is to exercise all the functions of
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the Chancellor in the lat:t}er'é &Eﬂosence

Next in rank is the Vice-Chancellor who
is a whole-time officer of the University,
appointed by the Chancellor from among
three persons recommended by the Senate

and is to hold office for a term of three.

years. His salary is at present Rs. 2000/-
per mensem. He is the principal execu-
tive officer of the University and in the
absence of the Chancellor and the Pro-
Chancellor, has to preside at meetings of
the Senate and at any Convocation, He
is the Chariman of the Syndicate and of
the Academic Council. It is his duty to

see that the provisions of the Act are”

taithfully observed and carried out. A
fourth officer of the University is the
Registrar who is appointed by the Syndi-
cate. The scale of his salary is now
Rs. 600-50-860, 100-1000, 50-1500, the
increments being annual. He has to
devote his whole time to the duties of his
office which are very responsible. Among

other things, he has to be the custodian °

of the records and other property of the
University, has %o act as Secretary to the
Syndicate and to attend all the Univer-
sity meetings keeping minutes thereof,
and has to conduct the official correspon-
dence of the Syndicate and the Senate.

The authorities conducting the work
of the University are chiefly, (1) the
Senate, (2) the Syndicate, (3) the
Academic Council, (4) the *Faculties and
(5) the Boards of Studies. I shall con-
sider these one after another.

The Senate is the supreme govern-
ing body of the University and has the
power to review the action of the Syndi-
cate and the Academic Council where
these have acted in excess of their powers.
It passes the budget and confers degrees,
titles, diplomas and other academic dis-
tinctions. It makes Statutes and can
modify or cancel Ordinances and Regula-
tions. - In fact, it has all powers requisite
to give effect to the provisions of the Act.
The Chancellor, the Pro-Chancellor, the

Vice-Chancellor, the Director of Public

Instraction, the Principals of first-grade
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colleges and professional colleges, the
whole time University professors are all
ez-officio members. In addition, there
are many others elected by various bodies
like the Legislative Council, District
Boards, Municipalities, etc. There are
at present over . 200 members forming
this representative assembly which has to
meet at least twice a year.

In the Syndicate which consists of 19
members in all vests the executive govern-
ment of the University. The Vice-
Chancellor and the Director of Public
-Instruction are ez-officio members of this
« body. Kight members are elected by the
Senate and six by the Academic Council,
while the remaining three are nominated
by the Chancellor. It makes Ordinances,
administers the properties and funds of
the University, appoints University pro-
fessors, readers, lecturers and examiners,
exercises supervision over the colleges
and in fact regulates and determines all
matters concerning the University,
subject of course to the control of the
Senate. : :

The Academic Council which came
into being only after the passing of the
Act of 1923 is the authority of the Uni-
versity in academic matters and has the
control and general regulation of teaching
and examination within ‘the University.
Its chief powers are to advise the Senate
and Syndicate on all academic matters,
to make regulations regarding courses of
study and examinations, to constitute the
various faculties and to promote research
within the University. The Director of
Public Instruction, the University pro-
fessors, the heads of University Depart-
ments of Study and Research, the Uni-
versity Liibrarian, the Principals of first-
grade, professional and constitutent
second-grade colleges, the University
Readers are ez-officio members. There
are elected members too, many of whom
are in some way or other connected with
the teaching profession. A large body
consisting of over 180 members, it meets
twice a year under the Present rules.

The Faculties and the DBoards of
Studies come next. Our University has
now the following Faculties, namely,
Arts, Science, Liaw, Teaching, Medicine,
Agriculture, Commerce, KEngineering,
Oriental Learning, and Fine Arts. Ap-
pointments to these Faculties are made
by the Academic Council, not less than
three-fourths of the total number of mem-
bers of every Faculty being members of
the Academic Council. A Faculty has
power, among other things, to consider
and report on any matter referred to it by
the Senate, the Academic Council, the
Syndicate or the Vice-Chancellor, and to
draft Regulations in regard to courses of
study and examinations.

There are 29 Boards of Studies in
different subjects. Each Board consists
of the University professor or where
there is no such professor, the head of
the Department in the subject for which
the Board is appointed and no fewer than
three or more than twelve members. It
is the duty of each Board to consider and
report on any matter referred to it by
the proper authorities. = HEach Board
has power to recommend to the Syndi-
cate persons suitable for appointment as
examiners in the subject with which it
deals and to recommend text-books and
courses of study.

Having considered the various authori-
ties of the University, 1 shall now deal
with the Liaws governing the University.
These consist of the Act, Statutes, Ordi-
nances and Regulations. The Act of
course is the Act of 1923 as amended by
the Act of 1929.

The Statutes are passed by the Senate
on its own motion or on the proposal of
the Syndicate. They become valid only
after they are assented to by the
Chancellor. These Statutes may provide
for the constitution, powers and duties of
the University authorities, the conditions
of recognition and affiliation’ of. colleges,
the maintenance of hostels and other
important details of administration.



The Ordinances are made by the Syn-
dicate but they have to be submitted to
the Chancellor and the Senate as soon
as possible and have to be considered by
the Senate at its next meeting. The
Senate has power by resolutions passed
by a majority of not less than two-thirds
of the members present to cancel or
modify sach Ordinances. These Ordi-
nances may provide for the admission of
students, the conduet of examinations,
the condition of residence of students
and various similar matters.

Regulations consistent with the Act
and the Statutes are made by the Acade-
mic Couneil to carry out its duties.

To sum up, the University is the body
corporate composed of the Chancellor, the
Pro-Chancellor, the Vice-Chancellor and
the members of the Senate, the Syndi-
cate and the Academic Council ; the chief
officers of the University are the Chan-
cellor, the Pro-Chancellor, the Viee-Chan-
cellor and the Registrar ; the chief autho-
rities of the University are the Senate,
the Syndicate, the Academic Council, the
Faculties and the Boards of Studies ; the
Liaws governing the - University are the
Act of 1923 as amended by the Aect of
1929, Statutes, Ordinances and Regula-
tions, the last three being ordinarily made
by the Senate, the Syndicate and the
Academic Council respectively.

With the Chancellor as its head, with
the Vice-Chancellor as the principal exe-
cutive officer, with the Senate, Syndicate
and the Academic Council to make Sta-
tutes, Ordinances, and Regulations, the
University has, under the Act of 1923,
ample ‘scope for expansion and improve-
ment. The progress made by our Uni-
versity within the last decade has been
remarkable. In this connection, I cannot
do better than quote the following from
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the address delivered by the Hon’ble
Dewan Bahadur S. Kumaraswami Red-
diar, Pro-Chancellor, at the last Convo-
cation of the Madras University :—

It is indeed very gratifying to note that our
University is courageously departing from the
narrow path of affiliation and examination on
which it was first set and is steadily endeavouring
to expand on the right modern lines. Nearly 20
years ago Departments of Research in Indian
History and Indian Economics were instituted.
More recenfly Departments of Mathematics, In-
dian Philosophy, and of Oriental Languages have
been placed on a permanent basis.- The Zoology
and Bio-Chemistry Laboratories ave nearing com-
pletion ; and these and the Botany Laboratory
will be fully equipped for advanced research, Be-
sides these provisions for research in various sub-
jects; the University is also engaged in teaching
Feonomics, French, German, Geography and
Indian Musie. The academic work of the Univer-
sity is thus found to be considerable and varied.
The projected University Athletic Club and Stu-
dents’ Union will meet a want long and sorely
felt. Provision was made a decade ago in the
new University Act for the establishment of such
institutions, but no definite step was taken till
now to carry this provision into effect. Unde-
terred by the difficulties of the present financial
depression, the University has resolved to start
these institutions ; and it is hoped that they will
meet with ever increasing success. In these and
in several other directions the University has
begun to readjust and improve its work, and is
evolving itself into an effective instrument of co-
operation in the great and growing task of our
national regeneration.”

No doubt, a great deal more remains to
be done. But Rome was not built in a
day and we must patiently wait. Fortu-
nately for us, we have in the present
Vice-Chancellor, M. R. Ry. Dewan Baha-
dur K. Ramunni Menon Avl., M. A., &
capable and conscientious administrator
of high character and brilliant talents
who works whole-heartedly and indefati-
gably for the uplift of this University of
which he is a distinguished alumnus and
it 1s not, therefore, too much to hope
that, ere very long, this University will
be able to fulfil the purpose of ifs exis-
tence.
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