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FEDERATION ~AN OPPORTUNITY*
(by G_ F. Papali.) ;

We are onthe threshold of a new era of pahtlcai changes
which are bound to affect every part. of this vast sub-continent
“The Federal idea, if materialised, would bfmg about the greater
unification of British India with Indian India, the Provinces
with the States. For the first time in _the history of the country
will the representatives of the different ;un'its meet in their.
Common Houses of Legislature,

Itis not proposed here to enter into the details of
Federal principles, or to discuss the proportion of seatsin the
councils, not even to analyse Federal subjects or revenues.
These all-important aspects of the subject are being tackled by
the experts of the Round Table and the Politicians of the

- * Resume of a speech delivered at the St. Thomas’ College,
Trichur, on the last “College Day’
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country. | do not pretend to a knowledge of politics; but am
interested . as much as anybody else. in the academic study of
political problems. As subjects of a progressive State, it is up
to all of us to keep abreast of the times by seeking to be in-
formed of and acquainted with the topics of the day in so far
as they have a bearing upon our present or our future,

SOUTHERN STATES.

The Indian Statesadmit of a general classification, bas=d
on their geographical position, into the Northern and the
Southern States. The arbitrary line of demarcation may be
drawn about the Vindhyas, as those States lying beyond that
mountain range have common peculiarities differentiating
them from thosein the South. The advanced States of
Hyderabad, Mysore, Pudukottah Cochin and Travancore may
thus be broadly included under the Southern division. All
these States, important units in themselves, have developed a

temperament distinct from that prevailing amongst States in
closer proximity to the Seat of Central Authority. For one
thing, they have suffered, at least those in extreme South, from
their distance from Delhi; that same distance has perhaps pro-
vided them with the scope for development along lines not
stereotyped, but individualistic, preserving intact their cultural
tone and political colour, untrammelled by upheavals and

revolutions outside In fact, these Southern states have today

the distinction of being amongst the best administered in the
whole of India, a boast rarely made of sister statesin the North.

The states, large and small, comprise nearly a third of
the whole of India; and their peoples count less than a hundred
millions. There has been so far no proper classification of the
states and there is paucity of information about somz of them

At the time of the establishment of the Princes’ Chamber.

Lord Chelmsford confessed that the only practical method of
classifying the States was to do so according to the number of
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guns to which their rulers were traditionally entitled to have
discharged in their honour at the time of the miltary salute.

It is evident, therefore, that the personality of the
Princes counted more than the political importance of the States.
The Southern States, if at all associated with that decorative
Chamber, were only nominally so. The Maharajas from the
South, with exceptions have been, at best absentee members
of the Princes’ Chamber FEven where there have been finan-
cial contributions from the south, the Rulers have fought shy
of the publicity and the prestige of that showy assembly.

MODEST ISOLATION.

Until recent times, all that the British public knew of
Indian States was limited to Ranji’s exploits on the cricket.field,
the Aza Khan's victories at the Derby, the amours of an Indore
ora Mr. A.. and the heroic contributions of a Bikaner and
his fellow soldiers in the grsat war. [t is only lately that some
of the States have learnt the secret of lavizhing their hospitality
in London, or pushing their wares in the Furopean market
through the adoption of modern methods of publicity. Far from
secking to be known we of the extreme South have so far con-
tented ourselves with modest isolation. If Delhi and Simla
have been far enough for us, Whitehall has been too far.
Luckily, that outlook is changing; we are on the eve of an
escape from that geographical and mental isolation which had
hitherto circumscribed our activities and limited our vision to
that small horizon between the Western Ghats and the
Arabian Sea.

THE NEW OUTLET.

In the Federation, as in the Harbour, we expect a new
out let to our pent up energies. We get immediately a chance
to participate in the development of an All .India ideal, to learn
All.lndia problems at first.hand, and help to shape All_India
policies. That in itself; is of great educative value. ltis not
unlikely that in the union of a federated India, the states’-sub.

e wm— e
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jects would be no longer disqualified from all India services,
both civil and military. We of the Southern States, being the
most educated, are the hardest hit by the present restrictions of
naturalisation and the regulations governing declration of eligi-
bility for service in Br. India. If the participation of the States
in Federation would remove these handicaps, it would bea
strong justification for such co-operation- Our rulers willing,
we stand to share the benelits of a right of appeal to the supre.
me Court of the future. And if we bear our share of the fede.
ral burden (and get relieved from the tributes now paid to the
- supreme power), shall we not expect, under the broad-minded
‘leader-ship of enlightened Princes from the southern states, a
greater levelling down of privileges and opportunities? for the
Rulers of states like Mysore, Travancore and Cochin are far
from being autocratically-minded. Though endlowe:d with
sovereignty, they have agreed to be limited monarchs: and their
Governments, in modern times, have tended on!y along consti_
tutional lines. The self. sacrificing zeal of the benevlent amongst
the Indian Princes ought to act as a check on the alleged
excesses and irregularities eleswhere;while their slow but steady
constitutionalism ought to inspire better behaviour in others.

THE SUBJECTs’ CASE.

The subject’ view_point can be advanced best by those
states that have set the example of educating the people and
sharing with them the Goverhment. Self-governing institutions
such as Municipalities, Legislatures and the enfranchisement of
women and the literacy of the electorate are in a far more ad_
vanced condition in the southern states than in the Northern.

If the praportion of the privy purse’ to the total revenue of the
state is an index to the guality of Govertment, there is a marked

difference between the practice in different partz of India.
The south has in these vital respects much to contribute by way
of enlightenment to the future Governance of a federated India.
When the question of the mode of representation of the ‘states’

2
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(not Princes) comes to be decided upon, it would be again the
progressive model in the south that will have to show by their
bold and generous example that at least a fair proportion of
their respective quota of seats might be held by the accredited
representatives of their subjects. democratically determined.
The 3outhern States, shall have each some distinctive
contribution to make, I's not Baroda today the most advanced
in the matter of Primary Education, and has she not organised
a unique system of Public Libraries? Has not Hyderabad the
credit of being the richest and the mightiest State the most gene-
rous in foreign scholarships for her subjects and a pioneer in
introducing the Vernacular medium of higher education at the
Osmania University? Has not Mysore been the first amongst
progressive States that has resorted to the latest scientific
methods of industrialisation at home and marketing abroad?
is not Cochin the most enlightened little State with a dense and
articulate population? Has she not been the first in enfranchis.
ing women, and in pushing secondary education in the south?
And does not Travancore, lying in close proximity, continue
the great Kerala tradition, with a strong proportion of literacy
and general culture? And have not the two last_.namsd derived
immense advantages from contact with the West from the time
of the Phoenicians and the Arabsto those of the Portuguese,
the British and the Dutch? Is it not reasonable therefore to look
up on the future participation of these hitherto shy and reserv.
ed units in the All-1ndia federation asthe portent of a great
transformation in ideals and outlook, calculated to hasten the
dawn of that future glory of a free, Self ~Governing India?




A Distinguisaed Old Boy.

Weare glad to note that Mr. V. K. Raghunandana
Menon, M. A. M- Sc_ (London). son of His Highness the Elaya
Rajah of Cochin, has come back to us after a successful course
of studies in Great Britain. He was a student of the St. Thmas’
for the Intermediate class (1923.25) and passed the university
_examination in the first class, with distinction in mathematics,
physics and chemistry. After taking hiz B A (Hons) degree
in physics, he went to England to continue his stulies further.
After qualifying for the M. Sc in physics in the Uuiversity of
London, he travelled extensively in Europe and has returned

to India with the benefit of his added knowledge and experience:
A young man of winning ways and affable manners, Mr V. K.

R. is also a fine sportsman and a promising crickctecer. Weare
‘proud to hail him as a distinzuished Old Boy and while offering
our congratalations t> him on his brilliant scholastic attain.
ment, expect at the same time, great things of him in the future.




“Geandonico. Malabaric Alphabel’

Introduction. by John Christopher Amadutius, Prefect of the
Press of the Propaganda, Rome.

The Grandonico Malabaric (also called Sanskrit)
Alphabet i5 one of the three used in the vast country of Malabar
which extends from Cape Comorin up to and including the
Canara Kingdom. Four dynastiesrule in this country. namely
Cochin, Zamorin or Calicut, Travancore and Canara. Clement
Peanius, a Carmelite Friar of the Piedemontese Povince; who
worked for many years in the Apostolic Mission of Verapoly
(which had been confided to his Order about 100 years ‘ago)-
clearly distinguishes three different languages on the West Coast.
This missionary having returned to Rome to make a report of the
Mission work, was entrusted with the task of making the typo-
graphical appliances relating to this (Grandonico— Malabaric)
language. He diligently directed the work of casting types,
which are very numerous and elaborate. * Thus we are enabled
for the first time in the histery of this Press to make and use
these letters. There are 51 letters in this language, namely 16
vowels and 35 consonants, from which many derivative and
secondary letters are also formed. Altogether therefore we
had to make 1128 different types and the labour of selecting
the necessary letters and of connecting them as required was
indeed immense.

* A copy of this old Latin work (printed in Rome in 1772) was
sent to the College by His Highness, Appan Thamburan, with a requ-
est that interesting portions of the contents might be rendered into Eng-
lish. The foliowing is the substance of the Introduction. A sinilar
renderinz of the Prologue by the author (o goana’aroalel) will be pub-
lished in the next issue of the College Magazine. J. P.
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The alphabets of other Indian languages were already

known in Europe, especially of Telugu and Tamil. In parti-
cular, the Danish author Bartholomeus Ziegenbalgius had pub.

lished in 1746 a book called the Principles of Tamil Grammar
composed by a Missionary. The alphabets of these languages
we(the Propaganda Pressjalso made and that so well as to excite
envy in others. We now congratulate ourselves that at long
last, under the auspices of Pope Clement X1V we have been
able‘to devise and make the types of a new Language, before

any one else in Europe. The types used in Hortus Indicus
Malabaricus, the well.known work of Henry Van Rheedeius,

the Dutch Governor of Malabar and published in Amsterdam
in 9 volumes with notes and commentaries of Arnold Syenius
and John Commelinius and in which the rare plants of the
Malabar Coast, with pictures of flowers and fruits, were des-
cribed in Latin, Malabaric. Arabic and Brahminic characters,
were really not of the Malayalam Language but of Tamil,

Malayalam types are not found in the Magnum Lexicon Ency-
clopedicum either, in which the alphabets of all known langu.

ages are given, including the Grandonic Alphabet sacred to
B:ahmins and also the Sanskrit Alphabet to some extent,
Hence | deem it {it and proper to treat of this new and
hitherto unknown language somewhat in detail, following and
in some places supplementing the careful account contained in
our author's Prologus. The Prolaguc is followed by 11 chap-
ters dealing with (1) vowels (2) simple consonants (3 composite
consonants (4) double or triple letters (5) other double con-
sonants (6) final letters(suffixes)(7)different linkings of the letters

(8) correct pronunciation (9) defective letters (10) numerical no-
tations with 8 tables {1 1) a simple catechism for beginners. Our

author (Clement Peanius) notes at the end of the book that
some Malabar words have affinity with Chaldean Syriac Lan.
guaze. Croze indesd mentions the fact that Malabar Christizns
had in use some letters resembling old Syriac or Chaldean char-

actera.
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The people of Malabar love to compose their writings in
verse rather than in prose and hence among them there always
existed many poets who composed histories and religious treatises
in verse. Verse consists chielly of three kinds (1) first what is
called paravam which consists of 14 feet (34 ); the second is
called # 9emuc, in which the first line has 18 feet followed
by one of 12 ( »25520) while the third is called VBT My
each line of which begins with a letter ‘of the alphabet.
Bartholomew Ziszenbalsius testifies in his letter to La Croze
that he wrote a work called Dzlineation of Malabar Hinduism,
in the second part of which the author devotes a whole chapter
to Malayalam Poetry. It will not be out of place here for me to
reproduce a fragment of a poem on Mother of God, which was
communicated to us by Clamant Peanius and is written in Pa-
ravam metre, The reader will easily see from it with what
sweetness of sound songs are composed in this language, name!y
the firat three letters of every two lines being the same.

EXAMPLE.

au_jo2load samﬂcrﬂmyo mmg@ato_gm 2@aie
00BNV a@) 8986 ayualaflge
A Docd PB21BIMe AIEL)Hes @B ETIIRe
@O mesh Mmoaewadaib@e migoailwe
200 g 30lge @DadsAIDAsIMaye Wodag e
20: 8 2avgyow] eewdiclys alloan
ayasgnemailcs 2a1s] swodleseammea ees
ayaifpem)adls waaeo swidle gjooe
200088 §20TD GENANENDETD HRIMHINER)
20058 WZZIMDPNIDOD s q_.;aaom']_%.

The Malabarees usually commit their writings to ®oes

the lzaf of the indian Palm  called ai. They do this with
an iron rod called ay $omaam) or awos@e. The Library of the

Propagania contaias several volumes consisting of palm leaves -
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called @mos. There are six of them specially note worthy; one

is  Christian' Catechism containing other  religious topics

with several songs in metrical form; the second treats of the

medical art: in the third there are several superstitious prayers.
called @93 the fourth contains details of superstitious practices:

such as o mms; the fifth is a list of incantations, while the sixth
is the Christian catechism for thz Malabar Mission. | have to
leave aside 56 other palmi leaves of the samé ‘kind donated to

the same library and containing moral sermons and meditations

on Christ’s Passion. We have also a fragment of a poem by
an unkmown author in praise of St Alexius, which is similarly
written on palm-leaves.

It may be remarked that especially the Europeans living
in Malabar make use of paper for writing purposes and these
papers are then bound into books. Such is the Grandonico—
Malabaric — Portuguese Dictionary commenced by John Ernest
Hanklenden S. I. in quarto form and after his death completed
by Antony Pimentelius, the Portuguese Archbishop of Cran-
ganore. Another i3 a Latin—Malayalam Dictionary in fslio
written by our author Peanius; we also preserve aMalayalam—
- Portuguese Lexicon to which are annexed grammatical disquisit-
ions, donated by Peanius. There is also found in the Library
a Portuguese—Malayalam Grammar written on China paper, to
which i3 added a short lexicon. Besidesa Latin—Malayalam
Grammar in octavo by anonymous authors. To these may be
added a catechism of the Malabar Mission in octavo written by
Angelo Francisco, Carmelite Archbishop, at that time Vicar
Apostolic of the Malabar Coast, Then there is a small volume
of Miscellanies in quarto in which the Little Catechism for
children is given, besides a sermon on the Lord’s Passion, a
poem on the last judgement, another poem on the Blessed
‘Virgin and lastly the Malabar Tamil Alphabet. The Library
has also received as gift an account in octavo of the Diamper
Synod convened in 1599 by Menezies, Archbishop of

i
































































































































































