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THE INTERNATIONAL
"BROTHERHOOD OF STUDENTS.”

Miss L. C. M. Ouwerkerk B. A. (Cantab)

Though the Great War gave a considerable impebtus to

international movements, the idea underlying such movements is
not entirely new. They are only a continuation of the tradition
of the oneness of Europe which lasted down to the Reformation.
Till the close of the Middle Ages all the peoples of Europe
acknowledged one faith and belonged to one church which was
the nursery of all education and culture. Education then was
in the hands of the priests and the name of a great teacher
attracted large numbers of students from different parts of
Hurope. Arrangements for their residence were made in hostels

and thus were laid the foundations of great Universities. The

one great fact, therefore, of the Middle Ages was the movement
of students from all over Europe to the great centres of learning
unhindered by geographical or political barriers.

But the Reformation and the accompanying nationalism,
by interposing artificial barriers, put obstacles in the way of the
free flow of culture. This nationalism, running riot, culminated
in the tragedy of the Great War.

*  Report of the addles:, dehvexed under the auspices of the College
L1terary Union.
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After the Great War, the beginnings of internationalismn
first showed themselves among the students of Universities.
This is easily explained. A great wave of peace-consciousness,
swept over the whole world and the students with their unsophi-
sticated minds were the first to come under the influence of this
new idealism.  The older generation which was responsible for
the war either had passed, or was passing, away. The horrors
of the war left an indelible impress upon the minds of the youth
of every country. The students saw with alarm that another war
would mean the end of human civilization. So they resolved to
keep under control the old national prejudices and usher in a
new order with the motto of “The fatherhood of God and the
brotherhood of man.” And they set to work to organise them-
selves.

The first international movement after the war was the“Save
the Children Fund” The war had rendered destitute thousands,
nay millions, of children who became homeless and helpless
because their fathers had fatlen in it. The situation was most
acute in Eastern Europe. Austria and Turkey might have
fought against Britain, France and America; buat were the sins
of the fathers to be visited on the innocent children ?  So ‘The
Society of Friends’ organised a Relief Fund and they went about
collecting money, clothes ete. for the relief of these suffering
children, especially of Austria. British and American students
gave generously of their money; and even France, which had
suffered most at the hands of the enemy powers, contributed her
mite. And years afterwards a deputation of German students
visited Britain, France and America to express their gratitude
for the timely service rendered to them.

Another movement was the formatioa of study circles among
University students for a dispassionate discussion of internation-
al problems and for the elimination of national prejudices.
There was-one such society at Cambridge in which forty nationa-
lities were represented. They discussed such important questions.
as: “The Future of the League of Nations; How to secure World
Peace; The Racial Problem; and the Question of Minorities.”

Yet another instance of the international fellowship of
students is furnished by the periodical holding of students”
conferences at that centre of international activities, Geneva,
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where the League of Nations Assembly meets in September..
Fortunately all the Universities of Europe have vacations in
September and hence large numbers of students from various parts
of Europe congregate there to study at close quarters the work-
ing of the machinery of the League of Nations. They are freely
admitted to the various halls and are accorded every facility to
acquaint themselves with the working of the League.

Nor is this all. The boys and girls of Europe have other
opportunities of coming into close contact. There are the twin
movements of the Boy Scouts and the Girl Guides who periodi-
cally pitch their camps at different European centres. These
provide valuable means of breaking down national prejudices
and of promoting international understanding.

Now, coming to another aspect of the subject, everywhere
in Kurope, there are ample facilities for the enteitainment of
foreign students. There are large numbers of Indian students in
the various Uuiversities of the West. There was once a time,
immediately after the Great War, when there was a temporary
wave of ill-feeling against foreign students. It is easy to talk of
international brotherhood; but it was hard indeed for the English
student to easily forget that his home had been wrecked by the-
German bomb.  Likewise, it was difficult for the German
women to forget that their children were starving in conse-
quence of the allied blockade. But this wave of ill-feeling
against foreigners soon spent itself. My brother who was at
Cambridge during 1919 to '22 had to face ostracism at the hands
of his countrymen for having fraternised with foreigners and
entertained them. But, when I went up to Cambridge in 1923
the prejudice had died away and 1y nuwmerous parties never
evoked any criticism. At least the criticism was not strong
enough to reach my ears.

At Cambridge there were also the International Teas..
There was a big hall in which were plenty of chairs and tables,.
with plenty of refreshments. Any student would be admitted
on his paying a small amoant and pinning on his coat a label
with his name, college, class, subject and nationality. He
would be taken in and deposited at one of the tables where
there would be others whom he might not have seen before..
Under the influence of tea, reserve would naburally thaw and
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melt and all would fall to conversation, studying of one another’s
countries and customs and exchanging their experiences. This
was a potent instrument in breaking down national prejudices
and promoting mutual understanding, which is the essential
foundation of international peace. Again, periodical excursions
were arranged when the members would be cbserved not only in
their more serious moments of study, but in their lighter mood
of relazation.

Nor were such facilities confined to Cambridge alone. In
London I know of a big house in which on the ground-floor
refreshments are arranged, in the first floor there are halls of
gatherings, on the sec nd flcor, reading rooms, while the top
mnost floor contained facilities for playing ping-pong and piano.
A student going there will be paturally benefited physically,
mentally and morally.

It may be asked: “Is not all this remote to the students of
Changanacherry?” I would answer that the subject has a
practical bearing on them. Some of them may one day go to
Europe for purposes of study or travel. Travel, it has been said,
broadens the mind. -The statement is true. But it requires
freedom from one’s own prejudices and a desire to know more of
other people. Otherwise travel may evea narrow one'’s mind and
out-look. Iknow of an Indian gentleman who, while touring
through Furope, had a perfect horror of new things and new
faces so that he always confined himself to the circle of Lis own
countrymen and learned nothing. Such a person will not profis
by travel There are others on the contrary who freely mingle
with new people, who throw themselves heart and soul into
the life of their new environment, who live on intimate terms in
English families. T know of an Indian who wanted to know
everything about our mode of cooking, that he even elaborately
inspected our kitchen and scrutinised our cooking utensils.
Such a person’s vision will certainly be broadened by travel.

There is also another consideration which should prompt
Indian students to study closely the international students’
movements. Some of them may in the fulness of time come to
occupy important positions of political power. There may be
amongst them budding statessnen who may at some future time
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control the destinies not only of Travancore but of India. But
even supposing that they never step out of the limits of their
town, if they but think in terms of world peace, their statesmen
will by the pressure of public opinion feel bound to eschew war
and enforce peace policies.

The war has thus left behind it a two-fold legacy. On the
one hand there are the intensely nationalistic movements in
some countries, e.g. Fascism in Italy and Hitlerism in Germany,
‘aiming at the glorification of those countries at the expense of
world harmony. Oa the other hand are the infant movements
in the direction of international understanding with which the
best hopes of the future are bound up. National hatred and
national exclusiveness or international brotherhood and world
peace—which will triumph? According as the one or the other tri-
umphs will buman civilization perish or survive. Intense national-
ism brought on the Great Warand, if allowed to go on unchecked,
1t will spell the end of human progress. Science is only beginning
to be applied to the art of war and by the side of the war of the
future, the horrors of even the Great War will pale into insigni-
ficance and humanity will simply perish.

It lies with those who are students now, who will be the
rulers of the world in twenty or thirty years’ time, to decide what
direction the world is to take, towards nationalism and destru-
ction, or towards internationalism and universal peace.

e D

ALL ABOUT A 'DOT

Mr. Nobody

When, How, Why, my eyes, most piously and conscientious-
* ly pinned to the pages of “The History of Old English Grammar”
(Bury me that book, deep down in the bowels of the earth!)y
guddenly assumed local self-government, aud rested refreshingly
upon the dial of my by-no-means-remarkable Big Ben Time piece
<ol did not know........
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Bat the fact was that my jaded fancy, like a tired husband,
had slipped out of that squabble of ablauls, umlauts and other
similar vestiges of barbarity, and was sipping the wine of con-
tentment, in the club, of a time-piece dial. I say that while
every one in the house including my affectionate mother was
honestly under the impression that this rising hope of the family
(that’s me) was puarsuing his laborious scientific lucubrations, the
fact remained that I was looking upon a dot over the dial of my
Big-Ben!.

Now, dots, specks, and other discolourations are not un-

usual phenomena on the dial of my time piece. They date their

origin from the day when I, like a fond mother, imagined that
‘something was wrong with the child’ and administered certain
rejuvenatory tonics, as a result of Which something actually went
wrong with the child. For, imagining myse!f a blooming watch-

repairer, I had taken upon myself the duty of lubricating the

mechanism, and thumped in two ounces of country castor-oil
intended to improve the working of the wheels! 'Che result was

that the poor thing gave a few fainting gasps, and came to a dead »

il “A little knowledge is a dangerous thing” My
time piece could tell you that; and the dots and the specks on
its dial. would bear witness to ib............

So much, for the dots and the specks. But, this little spe(‘;fjgw

on the dial of my timepiece was moving; the swall tiny thing
was moving, ever so slowly as almost to be imperceptible but
moving, it was slowly, bub surely; but moving whither? or where
unto ? — T did not know, and T am sure the tiny little creature
didn’t, either. There! in the midst of a mysteriously ticking
mechanism, coming, it kaew not {rom where, going, it knew not
whither, surrounded by laws iv could not read! Ha! —

Now, I have an unshakeable persuasion that some one or’
another among wmy remote ancestors must have been a profound

phil sopher. How else ean I, how else can you, explain the train

of philosophical speculations into which I plunged as naturally
as a duck takes to the water? Instinct, pure instinet,is a great
thing, as Falstaft might have told you— :

“Is not man” I thougbt heaving a sigh, “even such a tiny
little creature as yonder speck-like insect? KFrom whence he

comes, he knows not! swhither he goes, he knows not! Where he
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is, be cannot tell!. He knows not what way he has to pursue,
cannot read the signs which are evidently disposed around him,
while the mysterious mechanism of a relentless universe, govern-
ed by certain laws no doubt, ticks distinctly about him. Tick!

-Tick! Tick! Hark, you can hear it! —My fancy gathered force as

a wheel gathers momentum, and I developed a strange kinship to
that tiny thing inside the time piece. The similarity between
it and me suggested sympathy, and sympathy developed into
ideatity, until at last I saw myself within a huge time piece,

_ pursuing a chartless track, puzzled. Struggling, and advancing,

or at any rate, so I thought, —buat nearer my goal or farther ?—
AndI locked at the tiny thing, in the timepiece, and then I
looked at the tiny thing that T was, also in a huge time piece! —
I felt a sense of strange bewilderment, and pitied the poor creaturs
and pitied myself. “Life in this world” said I “‘is as much a
mystery to me, as that timepiece and its mechanism are for the
little creature. May the light dawn upon it; and may the light
dawn upon me!” ........

And light did dawn upon me. Dawned? nay, burst upon
me, flash after flash, more clearly, more palpably that it ever did
upon Budha under the Bodhi tree !

“Rat! tratl! crack!!l” With every sound,a blinding flagsh! - and
there stood my mother, showering a volley of abuse of which [
have but an indistinct memory now, and her fist rolled up in a
belligerent disposition at a few inches from my devoted head,
leaving practically no doubt as to the source from which ‘light’
had burst upon my head — :

“You son of a Devill’”’ she exclaimed, hardly noting the

 dramatic irony of the appellation, in the heat of her anger,

“You, brat!, you sit up late in the night, wasting costly kerosene

__oil, and fooling us into believing that you are working, and then
_ you send your wonderful mind, a-dreaming, and a-wool-gathering!
T will teach you how to study; I will!” And there would have

been another flash of light, had not I, not unaccustomed to such

. maternal administrations, saddenly dodged, and bowed before the

storm— I hLad had, light enough !
I gathered myself together, and once again pinned my eyes
to the “Hlstory of Old Engiish Grammar.”

e eSEe S
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THE GITANJALL
SOME IMPRESSIONS.

V. V. John (0Old Boy.)

It is difficult to give an analysis of the Gitanjali, particularly
bacause the poems are not always linked together in a chain.
Besides, a poetic composition cannot be analysed in mere prose
without losing mush of its charm. An attempt may however be
made to point out some of the important sentiments in this great
sheaf of lyrics. We may not agree among ourslves about the
precise interpretation of particular poems; but every one of us
stands excused by the poet himself, for he says, addressing his
Lord: “From the words of the poet men take what meanings
please them; yet their last meaning points to thee.”” A great
poem holds a special significance for every man, a shade different
from what it means to other people.

To begin with, the Gitanjali is a series of confidences made
by the soul to God. The relation between soul and God is
represented in a variety of figures. (The word ‘soul’ is here used
in the wider sense of ‘self’, or athma; in this sense it is very
often used in works dealing with Indian philosophy.) The soul
18 a frail vessel which the Lord empties again and again and fillg
ever with fresh life. —This figure perhaps suggests the poet’s
belief in transmigration.

Again, the soul is a little flute of a reed which the Lord
carries over hills and dales, and through which he breathes
melodies eternally new. The poet is delighted with his mission
of song and he yearns to sit by the Master’s feet and offer him-
self as an oblation. “Now it is time to sit quiet, face to face with
thee, and to sing dedication of life in this silent and overflowing
leisure.” The song that he chants is simple and spontaneous.
“My song has put off her ornaments.  She has no pride of dress
and decoration. Ornaments would mar our union; they would
come between thee and me; their jingling would drown thy
whispers.”. '

The soul recognizes its absolute dependence on the Lord.
“ O Fool, to try to carry thyself upon thy own shounlders! O
beggar, to come to beg at thy own door.
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“ Leave all thy burdens on his hands who can bear all,
and never look behind in regret ’ —

A group of poems in the Gitanjali represents the soul as the
spouse of the Liord. The spouse awaits with expectant heart
the coming of the beloved Lord.

“In the deep shadows of the rainy July, with secret steps,
thou walkest, silent as night, eluding all watchers.... ..........

“The woodlands have hushed their songs, and doors are all
shut at every Louse. Thou art the solitary wayfarer in this
deserted strest. Oh my only beloved, my best beloved, the gates
are open in my house—1Jo not pass by like a dream.”

An affinity of style and sentinent between these songs in
the Gitanjali and the opening chapters of the Canticle of
Canticles may easily te perceived. In the Canticle of Canticles,
the spouse of Chriss, that is, the Church of Christ in general and
the devout soul in parbicular, goes ‘out in search of her
beloved: - :

“In my bed by night T sorght him whom my soul loveth.
I sought him and found him not.

“T will rise and will go about the city. In the streets and
the broad ways I will seek kim whom my soul loveth. I sought
him and I found him not.

“The watchmen who keep the city found me: Have you
seen him whom my soul loveth ?

“When I hal a little passed by them, I found him whom
my soul loveth. 1 held him and T will ot let him go, till T bring
him to my mother’s houe, and into the chamber of her that
bore me.”. - (III, 1-4.)

Section 23 of the Gitanjali reads:

“Art thou abroad on this stormy night on thy journey of
‘ove, my friend? The sky groa»s like one in despair.

°  “T have no sleep tonight . Ever and again I open my door
and look out on the dark ess, my friend!

“I can see nothing before me. 1 wonder where lies thy
path.” : » :

At last the Liord comes. He comes in a chariot. It stops
where the poor little soul is standing. The King comes down
with a smile. She feels that the luck of her life has come at
last, Then of a sudden the King holds out his right hand and
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says, “What hast thou to give me?”—“Ab, what a kingly jest it
was to open thy palm to a beggar to beg! I was confused and

stood undecided, and then from my wallet I slowly took the

least little grain of corn and gave it to thee.
“But how great my surprise when at the day’s end I emptied

my bag on the floor to find a least little grain of gold among the

poor heap. L bitterly wept and wished that I bad the heart to

give thee my all.”

It is not possible in this short essay to deal with all the

poems separately- I shall therefore make a jump fto the lash

part of the Gitanjali, where we get a few exquisite lyrics

concerning death In the evening of life, death is come to the
door, and the soul welcomes him. “The night is dark and my

heart is fearful — Yet I will take my lamp,open my gates and bow

to him my welcome. It is thy messenger who stands at my
door.”

A great and simple philosophy of life is compressed in a
beautiful sentence towards the close of the Gitanjali. The poet
says: “And because I love this life, I know I shall love death as
well.” This may at first seem paradoxical. . But as a matter of
fact there is no paradox or sophistry in the passage. Death is
not viewed by the post as the antithesis or the mere end of life.
Death is the fullilment of life. In an earlier passage, life is

represented as the gathering of flowers for the bridegroom’s

garland: and the final moment of life is the wedding, or the
offering of the garland to the bridegroom,—a swayamvara as it

were,—after which “the bride shall leave her home and meet her

lord alone in the solitude of night,”

The Gitanjali coneludes with a fervent song in which the
poet wishes that all his senses, his mind, his songs and his whole
life may always be directed towards the Liord—in one salutation
to him. '

revert. It is that aspect which reveals Dr. Tagore as the poet
of New India. He is the laurcate of the new aspirations and the
new disillusionment of Inlia. He sings of the disabilities that

man has bronght upon bimself. “I am ever busy building this.

wall all around; and as this wall goes up into the sky day by day

1 lose sight of my true being in its dark shadow." This is the

There is one aspect of the Gitanjali to which I must no‘;.,.:
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poet’s protest against an artificial and materialistic = civilization
in which man loses sight of his own self. Another passage is
even more remarkable,

“Prisoner, tell me who was it that wrought this unbreakable
chaint”

“It was I'" said the prisoner, “who forged this chain very
carefully. I thought my invincible power would hold the worid
captive leaving me in a freedom undisturbed. Thus night and
day I worked at the chain with huge fires and cruel hard strokes.
When at last the work was done and the links were complete
and unbreakable, I found that it held me in its grip.”’

_The passage speaks for itself without the aid of any comment_
The poet then proceeds 'to sing that great song of expectation
which is not merely a national anthem; it is a song for the whole
of mankind. T refer to the famous song which begins, “Where
the mind is without fear and the head is held high,” and
concludes, “Into that heaven of freedom my father let my country
awake”. Tagore’s vision of this heaven of freedom is much

nobler and far nore vivid than that of any other poet or patriot.

The leaders of the French Revolution had buat an inadequate
apprehension of it when they went about preaching liberty and
the rest of thast trio of famous words. Tennyson, when he raised
his voice to strike a note of hope for all mankind, sang of the
hour when '
“The war-drums throb no longer, and the battle flags are furled,
In the Pariiament of man, the federation of the world.”

- Walt Whitman always believed in and sang of “the institution

of the dear love of comrades.’”” But Tagore's vision and prayer,
probably because he belongs to a nationithat lies farthest away

" from that ideal, come home to our hearts with a more direct

appeal.

I shall now fall back to generalisations. And let me begin
with a truism. The Gitanjali is a great book. Perhaps I should
say more. Walt Whitman in his ‘Leaves of Grass’ wrote two
very significant lines:

“Comrade, this is no book,

Who touches this, touches a man.”
And one might say of the Gintanjali: “This is no book; who
touches this, touches asoul”. It is, I repeat, a series of coufi-
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dences made by the soul to its God; a collection of snapshots of
the soul at its most ecstatic moments. We listen to the very
language of the soul.

Sometimes we feel that we have no business to probe into
s0 confidential an affair as the talk of a soul with its God. John
Stuart Mill,who in kLis early days was a literary critic, once wrote
that ‘Eloquence is heard, but poetry is overheard’. Eloquence is
ridiculous wishout presupposing an  audience. But poetry,
particularly that type of poetry which we get in the Gitanjali,
bespeaks apparently the poet’s utter unconsciousness of a listener,
It is “feeling confessing itself to itself in moments of solitude’.

This is poetry of the sort wherein the silences are as signifi~
cant as the sounds. Beethoven was once asked by a friend, what
the greatest moment in mu:ic was. The question was perhaps
silly. But it produced a great answer. Beethoven promptly
replied that the greatest moment in music was No Musie. How
often have we felt that the sublimest moment in a tune is that
silent one which comes between two notes —that is, after one note
has melted into silence and just before a fresh note begins! This
music of the unheard melody comes to us every now and then
while reading the lyrics in the Gitanjali. The pauses in those
songs fill our-mind with inexpressible emotions. One feels as
though, between one passage and another, some ineffable
music rushes into one’s mind.

We are led into a wonderland of visions and voices. The
mysticism of the Gitanjali has been compared to that of the
early poems of Blake. Whatever might be said of the appropri-
ateness of the comparison, T suppose it is not odious. Both
Tagore and Blake are haunted by a sense of the invisible; they
view the whole creation as something in which more is meant
than mests the ear or the eye. Mr. G. K. Chesterton, in his
monograph on Blake, emphasises the fact that the mystic is not
one who mystifies things, but one who makes however desperate
an attempt to explain the inexplicatle. Mysticism is a half-way
house between complete obscurity and absolute perspicuity,— the
latter being perhaps unattainable in this life. Tt natuarally follows
that a mystic poem cannot be perfectly understood. But, para-
doxical as it may seem to be, one can enjoy a poem without
understanding it thoroughly. In ‘Alice in Wonderland’ there is
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an amusing episode which will illustrate my meaning. Two or
three stanzas of nonsense verse are recited to Alice; and then she
knowingly comments: “It seems pretty, but it's rather hard to
understand. Somehow it seems to fill my head with ideas—only
I don’t exactly know what they are.” We might confess among
ourselves that this is exactly what we have sometimes felt in
reading certain sections of the Gitanjali.

We are told by people who ought to know that the philoso-
phy of the Gitanjali is no new thing. The Upanishads and the
Bhakti cult of Chaitanya have been the chief sources of the poet’s
inspiration. But even those who do not subscribe to these
systems of religious thought may enjoy the poems. But for a
few suggestions of the poet’s belief in transmigration, the maya
theory, and the theory of the fusion of the individual soul in the
cosmic soul, the sentiments in the Gitanjali are so universal and
primary that the adherents of all religions might accept them
without question.

Mr.Theodore Meynard thinks that the poems as we get them
in English are rather poor in content. Mr. J. C. Squire’s excel-
lent parody of Tagore's style ends with an open hit at the
practice of making too much of a poor platitude by dressing it
up in. blank prose. Against this sweeping comment. made of
course jokingly only one objection can be urged—that it is not
true. If what we find in the Gitanjali are platitudes, they are
p]atit-,ndés of a very unusual order. What Tagore really did was
this. He ‘took up our half-formed wishes and feelings and gave
them a voice’. This is the secret of his greatness and his popu-
larity.

The style which Mr. J. C. Squire calls ‘blank prose’ has
already established a vogue in HKnglish Literature. Verse was
once upon a time defined as ‘bound speech’, and prose as ‘loosened
speech’ This distinction has been broken down by free verse which
is a very loosened sort of speech. The Gitanjali is the meeting
ground of these two types of literary expression. The style is
not however new in English Literature. Mr. C. F. Andrews has
pointed out the close resemblance in style between the Gitanjali
and the Psalms. The similarity in style and sentiment of
certain parts of the Gitanjali and the Canticle of -Canticles has
already been referred to. But Tagore did not imitate any model.



138 THE ST. BERACHMANS’ COLLEGE MAGAZINE.

Mr. C. F. Andrews was told by the poet himself that he did not
read the Bible until after reading the Gitanjali. The choice of
style was therefore a happy coincidence. And after all we
must not press similarities too far. Tennyson’s famouvs charge
against Churton Collins points out the weakness of such critical
methods. Tennyson said: “ If T were to write ‘T'he Moon shone
bright', Churton Collins would Sa.y that I took the ‘moon’ from
Virgil and ‘bright’ from Catullus.”

The Gitanjali, like other great monuments of genius, is a
work that disarms all eriticism. Still, let the pretentious critic
have his say; we do not know by what manoeuvres this race of
certified accountants got to the summits of Parnassus. DBut we

know that they are rather obstinately resolved to stay there for

all time. Meanwhile, let us not dally with them too long; let us
go to the poets themselves.  The Gitanjali in paricular is a poem
that has a special meaning and a special message for every man.
The wvery title intoxicates me. “I forgot for what I had
travelled and I surrendered my mind without struggle to the
maze of shadows and songs.”

T

ILLUSTRIOUS ILLUSTRATIONS.

C. N, A, Ramayya Sastri M. A.

Goethe likened the performances of himself in the spiritual
sphere to rolling up a piece of stone on a hillock; the stone fell
down each time. He could not help it. It could help itself to-
fall with as much certainty as a humourist told one in charge
of a stake where his head was going to be cut off that he would
not require anybody’s help to tumble down the ladder as he had
craved his help on being led up.

A ‘practical joke’ of ‘Narayanathu Bhraantan’ was on all
fours with Goethe’s words. His very frequent performance was
to roll up a stone and to laugh, letting it rull down,

Marivaux, a celebrated French writer of romances, who
flourished in the first half - of the 18th century, having one day
met with a sturdy begger who asked charity of him, replied:
‘My good friend, strong and stout as you are, it is a shame thast
vou do not go.to work.) - ‘Ah master’ said the beggar ‘if you did
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but know how lazy T am!' “Well’ replied Marivaux ‘I see thcu art
an honest fellow, here is half a crown for thee’. Tit-Bits contain-
ed an announcement that a beggar when asked to come in tle
evening said he did nof work in the evening. Tae all-India
characteristic is the comparative impunity of beggars as against
the toiling individuals and castes,

King James I-—poet—once mounted his horse,which former'y
used to be sober and quiet but then began to bound and prance.
‘The de’il o’ my saul, sirrah,” says he, ‘an you be not quiet, I'se
send you to the five bundred kings in the lower House of Com-
mons. They’ll quickly tame you'! The psychology of the expres-
sion lower is significant, both the Houses having been low.

What a fine example of the figure of speech known as
‘Goodhokti’ to Indian rhetoricians! In literature there cannot
be this naturalness in the artifice even when Kalidasa makes th.
friends of Sakuntala intimate to her the arrival of Gautamwi at an
unwelcome time. This is equalled only by Kunjan Nambiyar’s
well-known words to a cow: ‘Do you also dine at the Pakkam, O
Cow! Both are from real life. The Goodhokti in the Nataka.
partakes of the natvre of another figure Anyaapadesa which, like
Arthantaranyasa, is in some works made a common factor in all
stanzas.

Speaking of such rhetorical figures, we may also give an
idea contained in Panchatantra, rendered most successfully by
Kunjan Nambiyar
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This contains antithesis, Vishama in two places and Prativastoo-
pamaa or sentence-simile and the idea is parallel to that contain-
ed in Goethe's thought with which we began, Goethe’s words
also constituting a simile. May we close by remarking that
growing faith-is needed. Taith is apt to become infirm if it is
not growing—EXCELSIOR!
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HOSTEL LIFE

Kattiatt Sivarama Panickar. B. A., L. T.

Mr. Fresidvent, Gentiemen and Friends,

I think I bave not got to tell you that I am a public worker
in my own humble way; perhaps it is for that very reason that
you have canvassed me for this evening. Very often it happens
that men Jike myself are commandeered to preside at a High
School meeting, a Karayogam or a Cooperative meeting. Which-
ever it is, you are glued to the presidential chair for hours on end;
you are perforce obliged to patiently help in hatching orators out
of High School embryos, to politely help in patching up peace
among factious Karakars and put a stop to the interminable
financial feuds and [rauds in cooperative societies and so on and so
forth. Such in brief i3 the round of monotonous duties that fall
to our lot in season ana out. 1 have mentioned this only to
thank you for lifting me ont of that routine rut. ~Barring my
three years’ experience in the legislative council, today I am
proud to feel that I am among you, friends, entirely free from
cramping fetters. =~ We are familiar with that famous phrase in
history, the ‘Golden Age’ and the Angustan Period, the heyday of
nations. Even in these degenerate days of dwindling opulence and
increasing decadence the Hindus, Spartans, Romans and Moslems
take delight and solace in merely harping on their past haleyon
days which alas! would never return. [ want to remind you that
individuals also have a golden age in their life time and I hold
that student days are that golden age in the case of youths. This
leads to the question: Who is happier—a high school student or a
college student ? 1 am sure that question will remain unsolved
till the crack of doom, although you may moot it in your debat-
ing societies or even vote on it and press it-to a division. From
the hoary days of Adam and Eve, humanity has mourned incessan-
tly over Paradise Liost. The quest of the Holy Grail continued till
recent times and it was only after Student Hostels were establish-
ed that Paradise was regained on earth. To me it seems that
the Gurukula of old, where you had live Rishis as Wardens, was

We have very great pleasure in publishing Mr- Sivarama Panickar’s
speech delivered under the ausplces of the therary Union of the Sacred
Heart Hostel. Editor. Lo
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only next door to Paradise. =~ My idea of a paradise proper, of an
ideal paradise is not a communal but a cosmopolitan College
Hostel whose constitution is republican in character.

But I won’t be surprised to hear that you bave ouly a limit-
<l monarchy here or that you are under benevolent despotism.
I would certainly allow you to prefer monarchy if your Republic
is modelled after the pig-tailed and opium-smoking and impulsive
chin-chin Chinamant’s. Yes. You can again prefer monarchy if
you are beset with arch-schemers and fire-brands and revolution-
aries as in the Republies of S. America. Finally you can again
prefer monarchy if a new President De Valera makes much bows
about abolishing the oath of allegiance and T can tell you in con-
fidence that so long as you practise the Jove and tolerance of
His Holiness the Pope and His Majesty King George you will
have won the right not only to run college hostels, not merely
to captain teams, but to lead whole races and nations to the
promised Jand.

Hostel life has reached an acme of perfection in the resi-
dential Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. If the battle of
Waterioo was won on the play fields of Eton, the residential
systerns of Oxford and Cawbridge and other smaller [ries can
justly claim the far vaster triumphs of peace which generally
have their origin and inspiration in the intimacies of Hostel and
College life.

What is the secret of bliss in an ivstitution like this under
whose hospitable roof we are now assembled? I should think it
is mainly due to the abundance of congenial spirits in college
hostels and the absence of over-lords. You will look in vain for
a repetition of that happy experience ever after in your life.
Alexander Selkirk was lord of all he surveyed, but he was far
from happy. Man wauts company but, what is more important,
he wants agreeable and jovial friends, But I should not be under-
stood to visualise and des-ribe an evening City Club, be it
political in bias like the reformed elub of London or purely
eonvivial like our own Union Club in the capital of our State.

_Club life is for elders, for men who have entered the battle of life,
for those who have made their pile and want only to rest on their
oars. Young men ought not to commit that fatal error of
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mistaking hostel life for elab life and if ever you are so deluded
your prospects are gloomy.

Look around and you will fin1 ample reason for my cauation.
How many promising careers have got wrecked because young
men in the rosy enthusiasm of youth gave themselves up entirely
to gossip and easy life and omitted duty and responsibility. Make
no mistakes about it You come here with a mandate from your
guardians, Your Professors in loco parentis are here to enforce
that mandate. Yonder stands your Alma Mater, a veritable
Colossus and a grim reminder that through thick and thin it is
your daty to fulfil that mandate. You know that your function
out here is “to cultivate in the mind and in the body ail the
beauty and all the perfection of which you are capable’. Plato
has forestalled all the convocation addresses of all the Universities
put together. Beauty and perlection of body and mind, that and
nothing less is your objective.

Of course, it is easier said than dome. But as the proud
chelas of martyrs we are incurable optimists and would not
throw up the pursuit simply because there are hurdies and lions
in the path and we are cheered and heartened by the examples
of History and the achievements of individuals. All around us
we have instances where even puny persons have attained health
and strength and success by restraint in life and unremitting
application  All around us we have instances where races and
nations also by mere effort of will and in spite of limitations and
handicaps have gone ahead towards beauty and perfection. In
this connection such meu as Milton, Nelson and Eugene Sandow
and such countries as Japan, Torkey, Russia and Ltaly after the
war are flitting before my mind’s eye.

Individuals, races and nations which are content to stagnate
are fast perishing or else they must arise and reform and go
ahead. No policy of drift would do. Away with half —measures
and half-way houses. The nemesis that has over-taken obso-
lete peoples like the Aztees, the Mohicans, the Romans and the:
Maoris, the nemesis that in our own day is doggiug the footsteps-
of the dead-alive races likethe Sinhalese of Ceylon,the Burmese
and the Malayas of the F. M. S. ought to give us ample food for
‘thought and the necessary stimulus for action and revival. Or
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to put it the obther way what exactly are the traits that have
made the prosperous nations of today so successful ? For once
let us pocket our pride, and give our betters the credib they
deserve. Ior once let us pocket our pride and submit ourselves
to an unsparing introspection in search of our own failings aud
foibles.

If mere culture made anyone great India should have been
in the van-guard of progress. Unity, dissipline and organisation
were the strong points of dynamic nations. They came to the
fore-front by the persistent practice of these principles. We
Indians pooh-poohed these vital qualities from our olympic
heights of sublime indiffereace and Oh! what a fall there was
my countrymen! 'The efforts of centuries have not been adequ-
ate enough to restore us to the status quo and there we are in the
nadir of despair,groveiling in poverty,wallowing in all pestilential
diseases,full of castes and fissiparous forces —a drag on progress and
the butt of ridicule by mockers like Miss Mayo and the helpless
prize of all exploiters.

I am afraid my picture is daubed with too much dark colours
As T told you at the outset T am an incurable optimist and T do
not want you to run away with the impression that the prospezt
is at all gloomy. I should think that everything points to just
the reverse. The fertile soil of India always rich in intellectual
giants is at present particularly prolific in prodigies and patriots.
These dutiful and distinguished daughters of Ind are putting
forth their best efforts in behalf of our renaissance. As a result
the night is far spent and we are within measurable distance of
the thundering dawn.

You should deem it a privilege to live in these giorious
epoch- making times to share in the toils and the exhilarations
of golden deeds attempted or achieved by such mighty minds
as Tagore, Bose, Ray, Raman and the rest of that scintillating
galaxy of good and great men.

Myself responsible for the tranquil life of many scbools,
1 am the last man to excite you into politics or even purposeless
' polemiss. I am concerned just now with your time here within
_the four walls of your college and hostel. | may tell you in

advance that the transition miy appear to be from the sublime
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to the ridiculous. Jn view of the perilous state of employment
college education may not be a paying proposition when reduced
to terms of rupeesannas,pies. So then, your parents are in these
daysof depression and trade slump genercusly allowing you a luxury
which they can’s afford. Therefore it should be your resolve to
pass examinations without ever courting failure, That ought
to ba your first preoccupation. For this let us borrow a leaf
from the Bolshevists and fix upon a four- year plan i.e. until you
emerge from this Colleze. But | must first exhort you to do now
and here everything needed to aczquire a robast heilth, a  wiry
frame and a strong character. Mark you, the foundation you
lay now for chess three essentials of snceiess in life will stand
you in good stead until you shuffle off this mortal coil. For
heaven’s sake drop tea and coffee and all forms of toba-co from
your diet and resist the devastating spell of patent medicines and
all forms of predigested foods such as Ovaltine and Sanatogen.
Know for once waat a blessing we have got in this biuntiful and
salubrions Changanacherry. One is inclined to try a gushing
panegyric on the epic charms of Coanganacherry, perhaps the
<cheapest centre of education on the face of the earth. Do not
take me amiss bit one has ample jusbification to insist that
withoat wasting monzy on stimalaats you should eat enough of
nourishing foods which ave plentifnl,fresh and cheapin this place,

As for character building it is the first and foremost function
of religion and it woull be saperfluous on my part to encroach
on the sphere of yoar able and worthy priests who are so learned
energetic anl so'icitons on your behalf. May you have the good
sense not t> tarn fres thinkers an ! deviate by a hair's breadth
from the injunctions of the Citholic clerxy who are the example
and envy of tlie whole worid in social service and all forms of self
sacrifice. Let me not omit to mention the name of your revered
Principal, Rev. Fr. Puraka’ M. A., but for whose tact and zeal,
whose service and sacrifice you would not have been here today.
I have done. T am afraid [ have awfully tried your patience and
1 regrst this short sprech  was not enlivened by a sufficient
dash of humour. :

Let me thank you heartily for admitting me into your
domestic circ'e and I will conzlude by wishing you, this hostel
and the college unalloyed and continuous succass and prosperity.
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DOES SCIENCE EXCLUDE
A CREATIVE GOD?’

Ve B EhomastBi: A

It is generally believed that science is antagonistic to
religion, that it is fatal to theological and philosophical tenets.
There is a prevalent misconception even among the educated
class that the teachings of religion are in conflict with the truths
of science; that the doctrines of the former cannot be reconciled
with the conclusions of the latter; that, in shors, if religion wants
to be in harmony with scientific discoveries, it should modify
some of its dogmas and even abandon some others. In the
present article it is my endeavour to take up evolution and to
see whether or not it postulates the existence of a creative God.

Charles Darwin’s “The Origin of Species”, published in 1859,
was the first work of some value on evolution. This theory was
later on extended from species to genera and then even to
families and kingdoms until the extreme votaries of evolutionism
maintained that the sum total of the universe could be explained
without postulating the theory of a creator. Darwin himself
expressly repudiated any such idea and called it “a most mon-
strous exaggeration.”  What actually Darwin wanted by his
theory was to set right the old idea that each species of plants
and animals in the world was a fixed type, propagated from
generation to geveration by an unchanging series of similar
individuals— the first of the series being in all essential respects
identical with the last. In that case the dog which we find
today must be the lineal descendant of a similar dog created at
the beginning. Darwin wanted to contradict this belief. He
maintained that by an accumulation of minute deviations a type
could be so altered in course of time as to pass from one species
to another. Accordingly it is possible that the lion and the
tiger which are now counted upon as different species, may have
a common ancestor who was neither a lion nor a tiger but some-
thing from which the tiger and the lion were produced by gradual
deviations in two different directions. His theory was suggested
by observing the marvellous variations which by cross breeding
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and different treatment could be produced within the same species.
From this he argued that if such considerable varieties can be
produced by man in so short a time, surely nature, with more
time at its disposal, could produce still greater and more perma-
nent transformations, even to the extent of changing one species
into another. In order to make it plausible, even as a mers
theory, it is necessary to prove how such changes could be
brought about in nature. = No doubt deviations from type could
be produced by artificial crossbreeding ete. but it was found that
as soon as the care of man was withdrawn, the variations tended
to disappear, resulting in the formation of the original typs.
Therefore something must be found in nature to take the place
of man’s intervention so as to ensure the variations ouace begun - =
ta be continued and increased uatil they amounted to a perma-
nent change of species. This something Darwin found in his
theory of “Natural Salection”

Now what is Natur:l selection ? Dirwin observed the
universality of variation existing among liviag organisms so that
no two individuals of any species are ever absolutely identical.
These variations are onlydifferences in the dagreeof developmans. ,,
of some part or featurs of the organism. Ho> also pointad out
that there is an overwle!ming increase of progeny so that, =
either for want of spaez or ford materials, all einnot grow up. -
This sets up a struggle for existence in waich oaly the fittest
ones survive. Hor exampls if a given speciss is represented in a
given locality by 1000 youny individuals, no two of which are
absolutely alike and if thare is only enough roon or food for 100
of them it musb be trae that it will be thos> thit are best adapt-
ed to cope with the conditions and the environmsat that will
survive while the rest will parish in the struggle. The 100
gurvivors are bebter fitta1 than others of their generation :
because they happea to have certain useful organs or processes :
somewhat more fully developed. In the following generation
some of the progeay will have the organ in question still more
fully developed than in their parents. This groap will again be-
chosea by nature to sarvive and this process i3 coatinued in the
direction of the better development of the ussful organs until a
degree of development has been attained which may be said to
represent a new species. This evolution of new species is carried
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further into genera, families and kingdoms so that Darwinism
contends that the entire catalogue of various species now exist-
ing both in vegetable and animal kingdoms has been evolved
through an infmitude of minute developments with a constantly
increasing structure and function in regular successinn from the
lowest and simplest forms of life and reaching to the highest
order in the sc e of evolution e,g. man. Darwin’s nams is better
known to the man in the street for having assigned our ultimate
ancestry to the ape than for his theory of Natural Selection.
He admitted a great gulf between the aps and the man and there-
fore postulated the famous “missing link” to bring them iuto
immediate connection.

Now before hearing what religion has got to say in the
light of the foregoing observations of Darwin let us confront
Darwinism with modern science. It will be found that Darwinism
cannot stand this test. It is dead today except for the general
thesis that the plants and animals which exist at present are not
types fixed and permanent from the beginning but are the out-
come of development through a long series. It is rejected on the
following grounds:—

(1) According to the theory of Darwin those variations
alone survived and increased which were from the first moment
an advantage in the struggle for existence while other variations
were lost because they were a disadvantage from the beginning.
Modern evolution while admitting such causes to be at work
regards this explanation as altogether inadequate to account for
evolution in general, chiefly because many variations which prove

‘an advantage in the long run are not only of no advantage in
their incipient stage but positively a disadvantage and therefore
would not on this principle tend to survive. As for example a
fore-limb developing into a wing will be a clumsy locomotary
organ in its first stage of evolution. It would be useless both as
a fore-limb and as a wing,

(2) The Darwinian theory that evolution proceeded by
infinitesimal variations has been rejected on the strength of
increasing evidence against it. First the geological beds prove
that nature, if it evolved at all, must have evolved by leaps and
bounds; otherwise the strata would teem with intermadiate
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varieties whereas in fact they reveal nothiny buat distinctly
marked species.

(3) Darwinism failed to penetrate into the inner forces at
work which are responsible for evolution. The casual and acei-
dental variations, as Darwin stated, or the inner adaptability of
nature to the external circumstances of food, climate and habits
of life could not explain the existence of a1inhersnt positive
tendency in nature itself to evolve in certain directions, preparing
its own way for further progress on the same lines, aaticipating
(as it were) the requircments of future forms which were still
only in a state of initiation. In short it was necessary fto
recognise a sort of objective “purpose” in nature which blindly
or otherwise worked towards certain ultimate results, just as if
an intelligent agent were superintending anl determining the
process for ends foresean and predesigned. The result was that
organs began to develop themselves for long centuries before
they could be of use to their owner. At last the time came when
they could be of use; and then the forees of nature which had
been preparing themselves for a new depirture suddenly passed
from the latent to the actual and thus evolvel into a fully
developed and fully equipped new species by a process which
as far as its manifest workings are concernad must be designated,
“a jump’’.

Putting aside the case of man and confining the theory of
Darwin to the plant and animal kingdom, thevlogy has no
objection to raise; even the bodily evolation of man may be
coacedad; but the question assumes a diffsrent aspect when we
come to the evolution of the soul. Taking man as s compound
of soul and body, it is uaquestionable that the sonl of min is a
spiritual entity essentially superior to matter and ineapable of
being developed from the animal order of existence by any pro-
cess whatsoever Darwin's theory made no such distinction and
ignored this essentially superior nature of the human soul
Spirit, being essentially different in kind from, aad superior to,
matter, is incapable of lying latent in the potentialities of matter
and so incapable of being evolved therefrom. Consequently
there is only one way in which the soul of man can come into
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existence and that is by the divine will absolutely creating each
single soul by an instantaneous production out of pre-existing
nothingness.

There is another system of thought, that of Spencer. Assum-
ing evolution as a universal law, he began to work and the result
was the “Synthetic Philosophy”. The atom was evolved into
the molecule, the molecule into the composite; matter was
evolved into the crystal, crystal into the plant germ, the plant
germ info the animal germ-— in short, everything was evolved.
His definition of evolution is: “Evolution is a continuous
change from indefinite, incoherent homogeneity to definite
coherent heterogenecity of structure and function through
successive differentiations and integrations”. An illustration
will make this clear. The original state of matter might be
conceived as a mass of atoms, each one just the same as the
other, all equally charged with attractive and repulsive forces.
The whole collection would be indefinite, lying together without
any arrangement or grouping, one cubic yard of nebula being
just the same as another,  This is what is meant by “indefinite,
incoherent, homogeneity”. Suppose now that some disturbing
force entered this collection. The first atom affected would alter
its relation to the next,and this would alter the relation to a third,
each acting and reacting on its neighbours till the whole collect-
ion was set in motion of marvellous complexity. It is also
supposed that the atoms would through the attraction and
repulsive forces they contain fall into groups or clusters of various
geometrical patterns. This is what is meant by “definite
coherent heterogeneity.”  This process of passing from the
homogenous, indefinite, incoherent state to the heterogenous,
definite, coherent state would have been accomplished by a series
of differences arising from the original disturbance and by the
holding together of the various clusters of atoms.  This is what
is meant by differentiations and integrations. Thus the whole
of the present world of minerals, vegetables and animals (includ-
ing man) with all their various forms of structure and function
are supposed to have developed into their present “definite,,
coherent heterogeneity” fr.m the “indefinite, incoherent homo—
geneity” of the primal nebula of ions—the ion, atom, molecule,
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life cell, plant, animal and man, marking the chief stagesin the
process of ‘differentiation and integration”

Evolution within the mineral, vegetable and animal king-
doms taken separately is theoretically reasonable, but the question
now is whether transition between the mineral, vegetable and
animal kingdoms can also be explained by the process of evolution.
No man has found life developing from non-life. The theory
which assumes that life did grow out of non-life is a piece of
pure speculation and absolutely unscientific. Coming to the
verdict of theology, there is no objection to supposing that animal
and plant life were evolved from forces lying latent in matter.
God may have introduced the first life germs at their proper
place by a distinct act of creation; or He may have created in the
primal homogeneity those latent forces which (under given condi-
tions) would issue in the form of life. Therefore theology is indi-
fferent to the synthetic philosophy of Spencer in so far as it does
not profess to answer the origin of matter. But with regard to
the soul of man, the answer is as before,

Now we come to the Haeckel’s system of thought. According
to him the earth was once a body of extremely hot gas, just as
the sun now is, which gradually dissipated itself by the conver-
sion of heat into motion. So a long cooling process was required
before life became possible and in course of fime earth will
become so cold like the moon now that it will put an end to life-
which now exists. These cold bodies will go on till a collision
takes place. In this collision motion will be reconverted into
keat by the impaet and the solid cold bodies will vanish like-
smoke into the air and once more be turned into the thin hot gas
from which they began. As this succession of cycles will never
come to an end, so it never had a beginning. Such is Haeckel’s
theory.

Though theology tells us only something of the present cycle-
without dogmatising whether it is the only one or not, it offers
no objection to the mere succession of cycles. But it is other-
wise with the theory that this series could have been going on
from all eternity without any beginning. The idea of an infinite
succession of events without a first event in the series is repug-
Adant to reason.  Thus the theory is abandonad.

L i
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In short tackling scientific men on their own ground it is
clear that they have not proved their point. Science, taken on
its own ground, has not excluded God. The belief in a creative
God remains unassailed, nay more, it remains the only assump-
tion on which the origin and development of the world can be
explained at all.

If so why is evolution in vogue today ? There are many
ways in which evolution is a fact. There is evolution in man's
faculties from the sense of perception in the baby stage to the
dawn of reason in the adult. There is evolution from the seed-
ling to the full grown tree. There is evolution in trade from the
individual enterprise to the organised company and Trade Union
and so forth. It is the existence of so much evolution as a fact
in various departments which accounts for the wide acceptance
of evolution as a theory at the present time. And the happy
facility with which the idea can be applied to all departments
leads people to forget that in some departments the theory is a
pure hypothesis. There is consequently not the slightest diffi-
culty in explaining why evolution has become the idea of the
day, permeating every department of human life and uttering
itself with familiar frequency in literature, the press and in
conversation.

T e e

THE POWER OF THE PRESS.
(E. N. Parameswaran Pillai, IV U, C.)

“The stupendous fourth estate”, as 'homas Carlyle calls
the press, is an.influential and important factor in human life.
Its influence is so strongly felt that it has almost become indis-
pensable for the progress of the people. The press occupies a pro-
minent place in almost all the aspects of life— literary, social,
political, economic, and commercial.

On Literature, the life=long companion of the scholar,
the press exerts its influence most. Newspapers, Magasines,
Journals and the other productions of the fourth estate add not
little to the advancement of literature. Valuable books which are
the getns of the soience of letters are published in numbers in
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Journals and Magazines. Criticism, the inestimable guide of the
student, enlightens our mind on various topics and this most
important function is served by none other than the press.
Besides, the noble ideas and the sentiments, the offspring of the-
fourth estate, contribute very much to the improvement of the
reader’s power of expression. A scholar becomes perfect only
when he has got sound ideas and a good power of expression. The
Press enables him to acquire both.

Newspapers bring us in touch with the various incidents
occurring every day in different parts of the world. It is the
medium of communication., There is practically nothing which
a well conducted press cannot bring about. The ecirculation of
news is one of the main functions of the press. TImportant
matters happening in different countries are communicated even
to the ordinary villages within as short a time as possible. In
addition to this the press serves another very 1mp01tanb function,
namely, the education of thie masses.

The press teaches the common people the duties, rights and
responsibilities of citizenship and especially at the present day
when democracy is gaining in strength and volume in most parts
of the world, it is quite necessary that the ordinary common
people should be given as much education as possible. Nothing
other than the press has got the power to do this.

Along with this, civiiization also advances. As we come in
contact with more civilized nations, our customs and manners
are improved and thus man is elevated.

The fourth estate exercises great influence in politics also.
It often ecriticises the actions of the Governments and points
out the defects in the administrative system. It is the function
of the press to make desirable recommedations with regard to the
constitution of the country. We come in contact with the
political situations of other countries; and it makes a citizen not
only a good national but a good inter-national as well-

Commerce and economics form part and parcel of the uni-
versal empire over which the press reigng supreme. Commercial-
dealings bear ample testimony to the supreme importance of
the press. Advertisements, which are the pith and marrow of
business, are done through the help of the press. Communications
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in commercial matters cannot be held without the aid of the
“stupendous fourth estate’.

We may conclule by making a few remarks about the
condition and the influence of the press at the present day. Now,
although freedom is an essential requisite for the press, it is
under the supervision, direction and control of the Government.
It is regulated by the Press Act. Certain restrictions are placed
upon it and it cannot exceed a certain limit. Anyhow news-
paper business should be conducted impartially. If not it is
capable of working great harm. So, in this connection it is
essential that good agencies should be employed for the diffusion
of correct information.

— SR Y —

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS.

O. C. Varughese, M. A., L. T.

The age of nationalism is passing away and the State
which grew into existence to satisfy the needs of the individual,
or family, or tribe or other societies has been found wanting
International co-operation has been advocated by economists and
politicians as the panacea for all the ills which cannot be cured
by the State. It has been said that the problem of future course
of price in [ndia is one to which no solution can be found in the
analysis of Incdian conditions only, and that it isessentially bound
1p with the question of the movement of prices throughout the
world. According to President Hoover, America’s difficulties are
bringine home to the ordinary citizen the great truth of the vita
‘inter-connection of all peoples. The report of the Preparatory
Commitee of experts for the World Economic Conference urges the
{ree interchange of commodities among nations, the early settle-
ment of the problem of inter-governmental indebtedness and the
restoration of an effective international monetary standard.

With the advancement of civilization the isolation of
the State is made more and more clear. The higher the degree
of civilization which the world attains, the less is the State self-
sufficing. The development of the means of transportation, of
human needs and of specialised industry have disclosed man’s
inter-dependence and have complicated the relations between
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State and State. Now a state can discharge its duties only as ‘a
member of the community of nations. Tconomically and socially
a nation has its specific contribution to make to the common-
weal.. The improved methods of transportation = enable a State
to give its economic' advantage to othersand to take those of
others. The highly developed civilization of the age is the out-
come of national differences and these are the result of the
culture and spirit of each nation so rich in its divergence. The
common needs of man are met by the contribution of each nation..
From the cultural point of view great personalities, though
belonging to their country, are the inheritance of the entire
world. “Man would be poor indeed if he could not participate in
the fruits of the greatness and of the culture of other nations, no
matter how rich might be his own State in natural resources,.
gifted citizens and cultural traditions’.

That man has an aptitude for international cooperation
and that he has shown a propensity for it for these 400 years can
be proved historically. Though national States were consolidated
and peoples were unified into the HEnglish, French, Portugese and
the like, yet they and the various city-states of Florence, Venice,
Antwerp and Genoa felt the necessity for friendly relations by
1500 A. D. by the use of diplomacy rather than by “the crafti-
ness and connivance” which they had hitherto employed. The
international dependency of the Germanic States which were
created out of the ruins of the Holy Roman Empire was acknow-
ledged when they were granted equality of status andsovereignty
at the Peace of Westphalia, 1648. The various treaties of the last
centuries reveal the desire on the part of the Western European
nations for effective international guarantees to maintain world-
peace. Various unions snch as the International Postal Union,
Union for the Protection of Literary, Industrial and Artistic Pro-
perty, the union of international private companies and industrial
associations and the yearly international meetings and congresses
have been established in the last century for bringing together
peoples of the different nations. If Dante eavisaged the World
State with an Emperor watching over man's temporal welfare and.
the Pope raling his spiritual destiny and Tennyson longed for a
federation of humniby, they were voicing the aspirations of the
men who surrounded them.
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On the side of religion, international cooperation is as old
as Faith itself. The world is the sphere of religion because all
men have a common destiny in the sense that all are the fond
children of the Father,striving to serve Him and to be with Him.
Christ’s mission, the Glory of God and the salvation of souls,
is daily fulfilled in the Church wh), following her Divina
Master’s words ‘Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations’, instructs
all and gathers all aroaid her irrespctive of raze or nationality.
Hers is the mark of unity in diversiny and she prepares all for the
enjoymens of the Fatherhood of God. Apostrophizing the Catholic
Caurch St. Angustine said “Thou joinest together, not in society
only, but in a sort of brotherhool, c¢itizan with citizen, nition
with nation and ths whaole raze of man,' by ramindinzy them of
their common parentage’. W T.Stead wrote in August 1903 in the
American Review of Reviews: ‘“There is no post of vantage in the
world’s broad field of battle comparable to that of the Vatiea:"
Since the Chursh alons possesses a code of international morality
backed up by immutable dogmas, Pope Benedict XV in his letter
to the be ligerent na‘ions (August 1, 1917) clearly set forth the
measures by which lasting peace might bz established  ““Firsg

of all, as a fundymental principle, moral richt must b2 sabstituted
’ P pte, 3

for the material force of arms. Outb of this shall arise a just
agreement for a simultaneous and reciprocal diminution of
armaments, according to rules and guarantees to be l.id down
hereafter, without impiiring, however, the force needel] for the
maintenaice of pablic order within each Siate. In place of
armed forcs shoald bs substituted a Court of Arbitration with its
high peace-making function, sabject to regulations to be esta-
blishcd and sanctions to be determined against any State which
might refuse either to submit its international dispates to
arbitratim or to accept an arbitral decision”. Though the Pope’s
suggestions did not then evoke that enthusiasm which it rightly
deserved, yet tima has brought home to the powers the wisdom
of his utterances and compellel them to adopt three of them.
The Pope's advice was not heeded, but President Wilson
managed to incorporate in the treaty of Versailles proposals for
the starting of a league of arbitration to settle the differences
between States. On January 10, 1920, the League of Nations was.
thus founded with 13 important States of the world “to promote
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cooperation and to achieve international peace and security”.
It aims at bringing together nation with nation for all to enjoy
‘the benefits of civilization. With the exception of tho United
States of America among the first rate powers, all the States have
joined it. 'T'ne Tieague has a permanent secretariate, an executive
council of representatives of world powers which meets thrice a
year and the World Assembly which discasses major problems
during a month in the year. The World Court which since 1920
has superseded the Hague Tribunal is engaged in drawing fip
an international code of law for guidance in its decisions.  The
International Labour Ofice of tha [ieague with its branches in
all big cities deals with social, economic and industrial matters.
The work of the League is implemented by the organizations
throughout the world for the study of international problems.
They issue reports, hold conferences, leztures and study-circles for
strengthening the boads of ¢roperation and peace. The Carnegie
Association of International Peace and the Nobel Peace Prize are
two such institutions among a host.

But along with the desire for international amity and the noble
endeavour to attain it, there are some who glorify war, talk of its
“romance” and extol the strength and the bravery, the unselfish-
ness and sacrifice which it engenders, bringing to the [ore, they
8ay, all the {iner and nobler qualities in man. The untold misery
during the late war, the universal depression which is traced as
the aftermath of the war, the weakened constitutions of many citi-
zens of the belligerent countries and the possibility of whole-sale
extermination before a chance of reprisal in future warfare owing
to perfection in recent times in air-craft, poison-gas, long-range
guns and other destructive weapons are sufficient arguments to
refute the contentions of the lovers of war. There are others
who, holding the mistaken philosophy that the state is an end
in itself and practically free from moral law, maintain that it can
commit acts which would be reprehensible in the individual but
which,by there ison of the State’s supposed sovereignty are entirely
permissible to the government of a people. Other causes of the
war are the excessive imperialism which isever anxious to acquire
more power, wealth and territory for the sake of prestige, or the
pride of excessive nationalism which makes a nation intolerant of
others and regard them as inferiors, or the materialistic doctrine
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which §ets excessive store - by worldly gains and riches, or the
possession of excessive armaments, or the economic. imperialism
and greed which is the result of the desire of a nation to extend
its authority over peopl es and territories for the resulting economic
advantage such as potential markets, control of raw-materials and
ofmt.ema.bmm.l means of communications, and financial invest-
ment ofone country in-another.

The pohtlca,l situation in which the world finds itself today
is the declre for. peace on one side .and ever so many difficult
problems’ that threaten war on the othor side. The Sino- -Japanese
tangle, the Ottawa agreemeant and the growth of armaments are a
few important subjects which baffle the League of Nations. The
existence of the League itself without the sanctions necessary to
enforce its decisions, according to some political thinkers, may
cause greater calamities than the exclusiveness of states of former
years because it may lead to war alliances onr a hitherto an-
precedented scale.

In this 8ad  plight politicians advance their proposals for
universal peacé. They assert that before serious questions are
tackled by the League an agreement should be reached by all the
nations for the establishment of guaranteées of internationo.
conduct and of penalties for non-adherence to regulations. 1]
an international jaw which is at once comprehensive and cherish_
ed by the nations can be made effective along with the simulta._
neous reduction of armaments excepting those absolutely neces-
sary for the protection of peace and order within the states, then
peaceful arbitration would take the place of warfare and the fear of
predetermined punishment would deter nations from a transgres-
sion of the law.

But those who have to consider man as a moral being have
their hopes in the substitution of moral right for the force of
arms, in the growth of a peaceful and forgiving mind and in the
cultivation ina greater degree of the spirit of charity rather than
that ofjustice in the individuals who compose the nation. They teach
that international treaties, meetings, congresses, industrial asso-
ciations, commerce and various other forms of inter-dependence
show the existence of a natural society among nations, and con-
sequently of an international law antecedent to, and higher thao,
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all conventions, and that the sovereignty of the State, if under-
stood to exist without restriction, is the very negation of inter-
national law. To them thesovereignty of the State is also subject
to the moral cole to which individuals are subject. As indi-
viduals compose the nation ani as national aspirations are
controlled by public opinion, the upbringing of the citizen in the
spirit of peace is the sine qua non of world peace. Buat the spirit
of peace may be lost unless moral considerations outweigh mater-
ialism and other worldly considerations and ualess that spirit is
fortified by universal charity that “suffereth longand is kind, that
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed np”. In his encyclical, Pax
Christi, December 24, 1930, His Holiness Pope Pius XI says:
“Another error against which the apostolic word, divinely inspir-
ed, wishes to fortify us is that of supposinz that true external
peace can reign between men ana peoples where there is
not internal peace, where, that is to say, the spirit of peace
does not possess the intelligence and hearts, or better, the souls,
of men—the intelligence so as to recognize and respect the claims
-of justice, the hearts so that charity may be joined to, and even
prevail over, justice. For if peace, according to the prophet, must
be the work and fruit of justice ([sa xxii. xvii), it belongs, as
St. Thomas luminously teaches, and this is true, by t;he very
nature of things, more to charity than to justice.”

THE WRECK.

N. M. Devasia (Class ii)

It was a grim and gloomy evening in the beginning of
Karkadakam 1099 when a country boat, sufficiently big to wxbh—
stand any ordinary storm, was plying its solitary way along
the largest backwatess of Travancore. At that particular part
of the lake cleared by the slow boat, Vempanadan was too deep
for the two boatmen to punt. So thoy had recourse to other
means; the one at the prow to oaring and the other at the stern to
paddiing. Since clouds had been gathering in the south western
skies, the two men were straining every muscle to reach the nearest.
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point on the shore before the threatening storm would set in.
The two men who had till then been as jovial as children and
as care-free as larks— for they had drunk much and
never thought of the morrow—were instantly struck mute. Only

an expression of doubt and fear marked their countenance. They

would, for their own sake, fear no wind or wave for they had
tacklel with the wind anl played with the waves and had
survived both. The boatmen were anxious not about their own
safety but about the safety of the persons within the boat—about
the safety of those who had neither tempted the sea nor courted
danger.

In the boat within the cabin sat a haudsome young inan and
and a beautiful yoang lady. They had been recently joined in
wedlock and were progressing to the hill town of P.... where they
intended to stay till the flood had subsided. Tbe husband and
wife had been very agrecably chatting on some pleasant topies
and looked very happy. But as the sky grew darker and darker
with clouds the two grew grave and apprehensive Neither of
them ventured to talk. But each was burdening his or her own
brains with contemnplations of a sad strain that reflected their
gloom on their visages. In the middle of a backwater as extensive
and as deep as the western sea; away from the reaca of any
possible help or the loudest halloo; in an ordinary boat that may
not cope with storms of mediocre violence; under a dark sky that
portends the most beavy shower and the fiercest sort of tempest;
the boat may succumb to the assailing elements. *What may
follow thent’ was the final and the most aching question. Oaly
thus far did the newly-joined couple let their imagination work ,
‘When it came to this fatal question their intelligence recoiled;
they tried to optimise over the situation and grow sanguine
about it.

At last Liucy half opened the cabin window and looked
outside. It was pitch dark all round. The wind had begun to
blow with accelerated fury as though in hot pursuit of an escaping
foe. The waves rollelin deep and concave furrows and batbered
on the sides of the boat falling back in sprays. Now and thea a
lightning flashed across and spanned the vast skies, perhaps
as a reminder of the short-lived and transitory character of earthly
life. It seemed to Liucy that the warning with much proporiety
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was meant for her. She shuddered at its meaning and clung to
her husband’s bosom as a child, terrified at some bad dreams,
would stick to its mother. T.obo kissed her and said:

Lioboi— ‘My dearest, why are you frightened like a child.
The storm will abate very soon and I hope it will not do us any
harw! Just then one of the boatmen called ont ‘Master, we are
caught.” It will take at least six ‘naligas’ to reach the other
shore. By the time the storm may get the better of us’

Tiobo: — ‘Fool you are! was it not you who guaranteed that
we Wi l be able to leave the lake behind before any storm may
set in’,

Boatmen: —‘Pardon Sir, you know we had been to the toddy
shop before we launched our boat into the lake, I coaofess; ever
since, my head has not been ercct. Kvery thing has Dbeen in a
whirl for me. So it is that my reckoning miscarried’.

Lobo:— ‘Confession does not exempt you from making

rep&ration for the damages caused. So try with all -might and .

main to reach  the other shore as soon as possible. buocess
means gold to buy toddy. Failure and loss will give brine to’

drink. Mipd, your lives as well as ours are hanging in the

balance’.

B. Men: — “We care neither for our lives nor for your gold
Both are worthless in' the hands of the poor. I only you twd_ a.fe_
on dry land, we are confent’. T

With a nod of approbation the youth turned to his better-

balf: ‘Dear heart, did you not hear what the boatmen said. They.

have not lost heart. Piuck up courage, dear; [ am sorry to see
you lose spirits’- :
Luey:—‘I am trying to put on my best face. But I cannot.
My sentiments are too delicate to match with changes of fortune.
I am possessed by some vague, indistinct fear. 1 feel as if we
would be separated today forever.’  With that two or three
drops of tears trickled down her cheeks and fell on his hands.
Lobo:— What! weep you ? No wonder women are derided
as the weak-sex. Are you apprehensive about an immediate
death ? I don’t see any reason why you should. After all it is

not sure if the boat will be overturned. ~Even supposing it is,

we will escape and will live yet'.
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Lincy:— ‘T fear T will not be able to save myself from drown-
ing. This lake is likely to prove my grave’. :

Lobo: — ‘No my dear, not so. You will live long enough to
die in my aged arms.’

Lucy:—*Supposing I died and you survived, what will you
do ?'

Lobo:— ‘What will I doif I live after you are dead ? Do
you question about that ? If you know my heart well, your hears
will tell you that’

Jiucy'— ‘My heart says you will marry another accomp'ished
girl; more fair, more educated, more refined and in every r:spect
more worthy of you. Aad you two........ ' Lobo shut her mouth
by his own hands and prevented har from completing the sentence.
He said'—‘Don’t be so cruel to yourself and to me. If [ survive
you, I do hereby swear I will, like the sages of old, renounce this
naughty worid and will abstain from it. The rest of my days I
will turn into a life-long period of mourning.’

Suddenly a plash of water entered through the open window
and almost drenched the couple, Simultaneously with it all the
eyes were struck blind by a thunder-bolt and the ears struck deaf
by a thunder-clap loud enough to waken the very dead. ‘Master’
cried the two boatmen in one voice: ‘We are lost; it is God’s will.
We can no longer control the boat.- We leave it to the wind and
the waves’

The wind blew as violent as to fell the most mighty of the
mountains. Breakers rose as high as mountains and fell roaring
and foaming. The rain fell in torrents. Peals of thunder rever-
berated from one end of the heavens to the other. Lightning
{lashed incessantly across the skies disclosing the awe-striking
landscape to the unwilling eyes. The storm-tossed boat was
driven headlong, whereto no one knew. It seemed as if the
presiding spirit of the lake, foaming at mouth, roaring in thund-
ers, and brandishing the sword of lightning, was following the
four human beings. The hurricane reached its climax, the b at
was overturned, the four human beings were tossed, one away
from the other, each to take care of himself or herself.

After three days the memorable flood of 1099 reached its
highest watermark. Even century-old men admitted that the
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inundation was such that the like of it they had neither
seen nor heard. In the flool time many dead bodies were seen
floating in the Vempanadan.

1

About seven years passed since the events described in
the first part took place. Tiobo was now the Chief Professor of
Hnglish in the Arts’ College, Trivandrum. At least a vague
memory of his former wife still lingered in his heart and it
would have lingered longer still if only he had not met Miss Sara,
the Headmistress of His Highness the Maharaja’s English High
School for Girls Sara was only 25 years of age and excelled any
woman of her age in personal and educational qualifications.
Mr. Liobo was very austere in his life, and irrevocable in his
resolutions. Ever since the accideat in Vempanadan, he had
overlookel every woman he met, Sara being excepted, with
studied indifferenca which in certain cases amounted to contempt
of the person conceraed. Sara too he tried to over-look and
forget, but he could not do s» in her case alone. He tried to
avoid all occasions of seeing her; but he was forced to'ses her
whether willingly or not for she put upin ahouse justopposite
to where Lobo resided. For him to shift the residence simply
because a lady happeaed to ocsupy the house jast opposite to
his own would be a moral cowardice which a Professor of His
Highness the Miharaja’s College of Arts would be the last man
to admit, mush less to give proof of. Never can you expect a
man of prineiples to run away from his house merely because one
or two ladies happened to lodge in the neighbouring house. He ,
should rather tike advantage of the situation to vindicate his
character—to vindicate that heisnot at all affested by the external
agencies but on the other hand is guided by sound and inflexible
principles. Morzover to consider e lucated and fashionable ladies
us sometling abhorrent and to flee away from them will seem too
barbarous in an age when women hold not only the reins of race-
‘horses but also those of civilized governments.  Under such cir-
cumstances Liobo could not but see Sara and, to give due credit
to his punctuality, used to see her at least once a day.
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Another circamstance: led to this closer connection and
more {requent communications. In the year 1107 Mr. Liobo was.
1ovited to preside over the anniversary celebrations of the Maha-
raja’s Gir's High School. How can the Chief Professor of English
refuse the invitation ?  If he refused, it would be mis-construed
iuto his inability to speak and this would very much tell upon
his reputation. That might stind in the way of his promotion.
So he accepted the invitation with much pleasure and discharged
his duty very much to the satisfaction of all, especialiy that of
the Headmistress, to whom went the credit of having chosen the
fittest person as the president,

There was another very important fact which deserves men-
tion.  One thing was certain that even if Mr. l.obo had
made up his mind not to have any communications with Miss
Sara, she was not the sort of lady to be thus repulsed. For, she
was frank, pushing, free, very informal and extremely obliging, in
a manner which women alone know how to adjust. Againstsuch
heavy odds what else can a cultured and unprejndicel man do
than to admire, to appreciate, and gradually to encourage ?
Imagine, dear reader, that you are engaged in a single combat
with an enemy who is armed with some supernataral weapon and
from whom youare not at liberty to flee away. What is your fate?
You cannot win the combat since the opponent has some super=
human advantage over you. Nor can yon run away admitting
your defeat because your sphere of motion is restricted. So then
the only alternative for you isto fa!la prey to the enemy’s weapon.
So with Mr. Lobo too. He too fell wounded by the arrow sent
by his feminine antagonist—fell not in anger with her but in
love with her,

‘The course of true love never runs smooth.” The heat in
the summer of 1107 wasinsufferable. The scorching sun blazed hot
with the result that ‘contagion’ broke out and spread like wild fire in
the town, causing much greater mortality than the swords of a
ravaging enemy. Many were the citizens that were attacked by the
devilish disease, small-pox, and Mr. Liobo fell a vistim to a rather
nasty type of il. But on account of the demoniacal superstitions
that small-pox carried with it, none dared to attend on Mr. Lobo
except some professional attenders whose only qualification was
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that they themseives had beeu attacked by the disease. These
attenders raised to the rank of physicians by the exigency of the
time waite} upon the patient and discharged their duty with the
traditional indifference and malice attributed to their class. They
never koew, nor cared even if they knew, that Sara or any other
in the world was greatly iaterested in the recovery of the patient
submitted to their treatment.

But from the day when Mr Tobo was known to be attacked
by small-pox, a beggar Anna by name evinced much sympathy
in him. She herself had been four or five years back attacked by
the same disease and had narrowly escaped from the jaws of death
with the loss of an eye and the disfiguremeat of her face. Due to
want and privation, Anna looked older than she was and the
deep marks left by the devilish disease gave her an ugly and
uaconth appearance. This vagrant had come to Trivandrum
some three years back and was now livingin a hut in the suburbs
of the town. She was alone in the wide world and since she
never complained of anything, nobody took any notice of her or
inquired "into her history, Many a time Mr. Liobo himself had
given her alms which she used to accept with unwonted satis-
faction and fervour. Now when this grateful hag heard of the
distress of her benefactor she bastened to his rescue.  She easily
got access into tbe house of Mr. Tuobo and won the favour of ths
attendants by relieving them of their perilous and irksome daty.
Day and night she watched the restless patient and attended to
his requirements while the servants employed formally for the
same snored away the who'e tine, being fully drunk. Anna
nursed Mr. Lobo unremittingly, without rest or diversion. She
would do everything she could to lesson the pain of the sick man
who could command both men and money none of which now
turned out to be of service to him. Writhing with pain the
patient rolled to and fro on the bed, somnolent and dreaming.
He would at times call out ‘Lincy’, ‘Sara’ and in irregular somni-
loquy give his love apisode with the latter. More than once he
repented of his having consented to marry again. During such
psychological moments, it might be due to sympathy or some
personal concern, tears would fill the eyes of the nurse bending
over the patient. She would now and then heave deep sighs and
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at times words of pity and despair escaped her lips. When alone
she would kiss the patient’s hand and wash it in her tears.

After twenty days had dawned and died, thanks to the care
of Anna, Lobo grew better and better and finally recovered. He
wondered how he had deserved the selfless service of the lady
who had been attending on him all through the period of his
malady. He felt deeply grateful to her and with a view to relieve
her privations he requested her to go to his house and stay there
for ever. Anna refused to comply with his request. However,
she fell in with the desire of Sara and Lobo to the extent of
agreeing to pay them frequent visits. 1In the course of her visits
she used to advise the couple to conduct their marriage as early
as possible. She would say that she had no other desire in the
world than to see them united by the sacred bond of matrimony.
These representations bore fruit when one day Lobo and Sara
fixcd the date of their marriage.

At last the long-looked-for Monday arrived for Anna. That
day she appeared in her best dress. She had trimmed her person
80 successfully that she looked much younger than she had
appeared before. She went to Lobo aid Sara and wished themn
prosperity, posterity and happiness in their matrried life. They
requested her to accompany them to the church. But she replied
that she would fain remain at home and see what she could do
for their sake. As soon as the bride and bridegroom left for the
church, Anna entrusted a wooden casket and a note with a ser-
vant of Lobo and hurried home asif to attend to some very
important and urgent daty.

When the marriage ceremony and the celebrations connected
with it were over, Mr. and Mrs. Lobo withdrew into a room to go
through the congratulatory despatches and inspect the presents
that had come for them. Among the caskets that had been sent
from friends and well-wishers was a wooden casket without any
address. Tt was Anna'’s casket. In the thick of the business
and the commotion of the day the servant had lost the note
attached to it. The contents of the note ran thus:

To
Mr & Mrs Lobo.
I wish you all happiness in your future life. Don't
open this casket if you have the least doubt about your fortitude
and power of endurance.

Iam
Anna. (0, .
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Wondering at seeing a casket without any - address, Lobo

opened 1t with a knife. Within were a ring and a letter. Sara
took the letter and read it to Lobo as follows:—

‘T hope T will be dead by the time you read this note. 1T
die to validify your marriage in the eye of God and His Church.
Know, that Anna is none other than Lucy supposed to be drown-
ed in the Vempanadan. Please accept back the ring which you
gave we cnce in token of your warmest love.’

Lobo at once got up, ran to the cottage of Anna and saw
her lving dead, her bosom pierced by a dagger. Liobo kissed the
dead body for the last time, extricated the weapon from the
corpse, and plunged it right through his heart. He fell back
with ‘Luey’ and ‘Sara’ in his lips.

Sara reached a winute late. She found Anna dead and her
husband bleeding. At a glance she understood that there was
no hope of saving his life and so no use of prolonging her own.
She took a last and wistful look at him and stabbed herself to
death with the same cursed steel. Thus lay the three bleeding
bodies fully stretched on the ground, a husband with a wife on
eilher side. :

ON COLLEGE: LIFE.

Rao Sahib G. Ganapati Sastri B.A..B.L.

When Rev. Purakal met me in Madras, he was kind enough
to invite me to be present here at the celebration of the College
Day, and to speak a few words on the occasion. I do not
nourish the delusion that the invitation was extended to me
because of any powers of oratory or eloquence I posséss, nor do
I flagter myseli that I have any very original ideas that require
to be laid under centribution for the benefit of my young friends
assewmbied here. I accepted the invitation with pleasure because
1 consider it a privilege to be associated with a function of this
kind. where the students, past and present, of a College come
together and live with their professors for one happy day the life
which it is given only to the children of the same mother to
experience. It is a high honour, gentlemen, that you have con-

ferred on me by 1aviting me to be present at this family gather-

ing, and I feel more than amply repaid for having come here by
the mere sight of the happy faces all aronnd, and of the college
that has drawn them all together.

e Bl L
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Gentlemen, the happiness of this day belongs by right to the
students of this college. It is not for me to téach them the
significance of this oceasion, which comes but once a ye . Tovery
stadent is bound to foel wnbhm him on this duy the stirrings of
that love and attachmeut towards this institution, wh'ch all
unknown to him, have grown upon him during the years spenb
under its roof - a feeling akia to that of a son for his mother. To
some awmong you the feeling may be tinged with a shade of regret
that this may be the last (*o;]eae Day you may atbend as %tmdenbs
and that very soon you will have to take leave of these beautiful
surroundings and set out to find your way ia the world that
awaits you. You may shortly come to feel that the dear old
college is almost forsaking you while you would willingly abide
n 1t sowe time longer. Whea you have takea your degrees and
the college has nothing more to offer you, then comes, my dear
friends, the sime when you feel like bemo driven out of a safe
have.i into an unknown sea. It is the thUOht that many of you
are here for the last time as students and will have to face life
shortly that impels me to give you a few words of advice that it
1s the privilege of an elder brother to offer.

It i1s usual for elderly folk, on an occasion like this, when
they get a nnmber of young men to listen to them, to begin
praising the “good old days” that are gone and compare them
with the present, to the obvious disadvautage of the latter.
There are some who indulge in gloomy forebodings about the
youunger genoration and its ways and seem to derive a melancholy
pleasure in predicting that noshing good can come out of them.
1t seems to e, however, gentlemen, t:hat the present generation
of students, far from deserving such condemnation, is, in miny
respects, a commenda le advancc on the past, and onr young
men possess qualities which make oune feel quite optimistic.
Where they do need advice and guidance, it is generally coufined
to the kind that youth in all agesand c'imes has always 1eeded. Buf
we are living in days of great stress and the times are difficuit,
and it appears to me, gentlemen, that the one advice wnich
should ba given to the young, again and again, and even at the
risk of producing some slight irritation, is that they shouid
cultivate and develop the quality of Discipline. 1t is a cowmon
truth, which we find verified in our every-day existence, that
Education is what is left after we have forgotton what we lernt
at Sehool and College. You may take it that, except with a very
few, all the Mathematics; Science and History you learut will b
things of the past and consizned to oblivion a very few years
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after you leave the college; and naturally so. Bat that which
remains, or oucht to remain, in you when all else is forgotton
is the discipline you had here and which is part of your make up
for ail time.

My friends, you underwent a discipline when you spent
these years at this college and habituated your minds to sustain-
ed and strenuvous thinking. Your bodies were disciplined ia the
gymnasium and in the playing fields. The constant contact
with your Professors and fellow-students within the college,
which is a small world by itself, has given you the social discipline
that remains with you throughout life. You acquire the habit of
reverence for what is old and his proved itself: you imbibe the
spirit of triumphing over obstacles, and shed the slackness that
would assert itself unless repressed I value most, gentlewnen,
the habit of obedience to what is recognised as competent and
constituted authority, a habit which is not the blind following of
a leader, but is the outcome of a reasoned spirit of orderliness, a
foretaste of what you are to practise as citizens. I would recall
t0 your minds the lines of Milton:—

“Who best
Can suffer, best can do; best reign
Who first hath weli obeyed ................

My friends, if T have been tempted to be rather long on
the subjecb of discipline, it is because it has always been upper-
most in nind and 1 have inany a time found myself wondering
how much better and nobler many of our young men would be it
they had retaii.ed a little of that discipline, which it had
been the aim of their entire upbringing to develop in them.
I advisedly say “develop” and not “instil” for I am a strong
believer in the potentialities of youth when rightly guided and in
the utter futility of moral codes and taboos imposed from with-
out npon the growing lad.

Sometime back, 1 had occasion to visit a few countries
in the West, and I count among the happiest and pleasantest
recollections of my travels, the few hours that I spent at the
Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. If [ did not have the
time to gather any more than the most fleeting glimpses of
University life in those places, that has not prevented me from
coming to the conclusion, gentlemen, that a career in either of
those Universities is a unique experience, and every young man
who has had it should reckon himself among the most fortunate.
Even to the casual traveller like myself, the beautiful surroundings
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that form the back-ground for the colleges, the colleges them-
selves, housed as they are in some of the rearest gems of archi-
tecture, mellowed by the centuries that have come and gone and Jeft
them standing, the space and the simple dignity that characterise
the residences, the cloistered calm that invites the neophyte to
worship at the feet of the Muses, and the abundance of facilities
for recreation and exercise—these and many other features, too

‘numerous even to be barely enumerated, could not but produce a

subtle and chastening influence on the mind, a reverence for
learning, and a wonder anl admiration for the two great seats of
learning, whose very names are things to conjure with and which
are almost synoaymous with Education and all that it implies.
The feeling uppermost in me then was, as it now is, an over-
whelming regret that the vast majority of our young men should
be denied, due to the paucity of our national resources, the type
of education that those Universities represent,—a type that em-
bodies discipline of the kind T have been trying to picture to you,
which only a few of our colleges have succeeled in reproducing.
But I shall not bave unburdened myself to you iua full,
if T omit to refer to a state of things that gave me considerable
pain even in those Universities and that was the plight of several
young men from India who, having come all the way for their
education, wasted their time in pursuits whose idleness and
futility were almost pathetic, when one thought at that moment
of the fond parents away over here, who had sent out their sons
at tremendous sacrifice to their feelings and ‘their resources, and
who had centred all their hopes for a happy futurein those grace-
less youths.  To ouar sorrow it must be said that several of our
young men who chance to go to Eng land to complete. their edu-
cation display a lack of seriousness in their purpose while there,
and deplorable instability of character, so that when they return,
they have acquired habits which it i§ not worth while going so-
far to learn, while, on the other:hand, the great and glorious con-
tribution those Universities have to make to a student’s mental,
physical and moral stature, has -left them untouched. Need T
say that when I did meet a lad of the right sort come there from:
India for his education—and I may say I had the good fortune
of meeting several such—nothing gladdened my heart more; and
I have come back with the conviction that the honour of our



L s

150 , THE ST, BERCHMANS' COLLEGE MAGAZINE.

country and the very future of our Nation is safe in the keeping
of youths of that type, who have serious purposes, disciplined
minds, and sober tastes and who are imbued with a high sense of
their duties and responsibilities.

My f{riends, who are about to leave the college, Yours is
the world and all thereis init. I, for one, have no patience
with these who try to frighten into submission the proud spirit
of youth, and chiil the ardour of the young by picturing to them
the gloomy future that awaits them. We have enough unhappi-
ness in the present without attempting to manufacture more for
the future, One phrase that is tossed about at present is the
problem of the educated Unemployed”. It would indeed require
great temerity to assert that a problem of that sort does not exist
or require to ba faced. But I am afraid that its solution does not
lie in making speeches about it. To discuss it now would take
me far beyond the limits which even yonr kind indulgence and
patience must put on me. 1 shall consider my duty to you dis-
-charged if I have put hope into you; and to that end I shall
commend to you a beautiful thought that is embodied in a
sentence which I saw worked in the design of one of the flower
beds in St. Paul’s Churchyard: ‘ Worry is the interest paid to
trouble, before it falls due .

To those of you who have the good fortune to remain
for some time longer within this college, my advice is, put your
trust absolutely on your Professors and your Principal. I have
uo doubt you will be amp'y justified. Strive your utmost *to fil
the unforgiving minute with sixty seconds’ worth of distance
run’’. Tternal diligence, my friends, is the price of suscess.
‘While every virtue may deserve a crown it is perseverence alone
that gets it.

; This beautiful college and those who are in charge of it
will be sheltering you from the world’s toils and troubles,
watching over you and guiding you to your destiny. The past

record of the College fills one with the highest hopes for its

future. The enlightened Committee of Management, so worthily

presided over by His Lordship the Bishop of Changanacherry,

seem to have spared nothing to make education what it ouaght

to be for you all. They have placel their entire resources nn-

stintedly at your service. Need I ask you, my friends, to be

I
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worthy of such a college. It is up to you, in your-lives; €6 to
conduct yourselves as to have deserved the devotion and care
that have been lavished on you here.

Students, past and present, of St. Berchmans’ College,
Be proud of your College, it deserves a very hish place in your
affections, the college will always be proud of its sons —I would
strongly appeal to those of you that haveleft the College to ret:in
your toach with it, your Principal and your Professors and fellow-
students. 1t is worth doing, for we all find, as we grow up, that
friendships formed at college are the most lasting, an | memories
of college life the sweetrst. T am glad you have a College Magazine.

1t will surely serve as a sfrong link between you and your Alma
Mater.

My friends, the time is come to close. 1 do so with my
benediction to you all. May misfortune never approach you.
May every one of yon have a long life of usefulness and service
to your fellowmen, which is the highest religion and the surest
key to happiness.

Two advertising agents met. Each had been engaged by
hotel managers to “boom” their respective resorts.

Said the first agent, “You don't seem to be doing much.
Why don’t you do what I do—get photographs of your place
distributed?’’

“My dear lellow,” replied the other, “iny place doesn't stand
still long enough to be photographed.”

S

I 3* a & *

Two Negroes who had been engaged to mow the lawn of a
big hotel were quarrelling. :

“Niggah,” said one, “does yew wbut I done wish ? I dord
I done wish dat hostel younder had athousan’ rooms in it, ane
that yew wuz laid out daid in ev'ry room!” TB)
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OUR REVIEW PAGE.

Hindu Heroes and Heroines in 3 books by Professor Diwan
Chand Sharma M. A.;University of T.ahore—Book I—10 as;Book
II—12 as; Book IIT—14 as. (Macmillan & Co. Litd).

Messrs. Macmillan and Co. have recently brought out
a series of three books on “Hindu Heroes and Heroines” written
by Prof. Diwan Chand Sharma M, A. of the Lahore University.
The series appears to have been planned on the soncentric
principle—Book [ contains 11 stories taken from the  ancient
Indian Epics and Puranas—like Valmiki, the Ramayana, Hanu-
man, Mahabharata, Baibishana etc. It is written in very simple
English—mostly in monosyllables and simple sentences.

Book Il treats of the heroes and heroines of the Hinda
and Medieval periods of Indian History. It is quite a represent-
ative collection, coataining great religious teachers like Buddha,
Sri Sankaracharya, Kabir, Guru Nanak and Chaitanya; great
rulers like Chandra Gapta, Asoka, Vikramaditya, Harsha and
Rana Sanga; great administrators and statesmen like Todar Mal;
great poets like Kalidasi; and great heroines like Padmini and
Rani Durgavati. The language of this book is more advanced.

Book III contains a representative collection of essays
on personalities of Modern Indian History —heroes and heroines
who have made their mark in different spheres of national life.
The sketches include religious reformers like Tulsi Das, Guru
Govind Singh anl Swami Dayanand Saraswathi; rulers like
Sivaji, Raajit Singh and Ahalya Bai; social reformers like Raja
Ram Mohan Roy and Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar; statesmen like
Gopal Krishna G)khale; scientists like Sir J. C. Bose; and
industrialists like J. N. Tata. :

The series can be prescribed for the Middle School
Forms—Book I for Form I, Book II for Form II and Book III
for Form III.

The printing and the get-up are neat and attractive.,

N TR 0
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OUR COLLEGE DAY CELEBRATIONS.

The 8th College Day of the St. Berchmans’ College, Changanacherry,
was celebrated with great eclat on Monday 27-2-1933, under the distinguished
presndcncy of Lt. Col. D.M. Field, Political Agent, Madras States.

‘The celebrations began with the hoisting of the College Flag at 8 A M.

In honour of the occasion a grand Science Exhibition was organised. It
was opened by Rao Sahib G.Ganapati Sastri, the retired Dewan of Puducottah.
Mr, Sastri next went round the various Exhibition Halls and was very much
impressed by the magnificent equipment -and display of all the four labora-
tories which,he remarked,were second to none in the Presidency. He observed
that it was very creditable, indeed, for a private College to have lavished so
much money in providing for the educational conveniences of the students.
He was very much struck by the fact that until last year the St. Berchmans’
was the only College, besides the Presidency College, Madras, which was
affiliated in the two of the costliest groups of the B.A. Degree Course, viz.,
Botany and Zoology.

The Political Agent accompanied by Mrs. Turner visited the Exhibition
at 2-30 P.M. He expressed real wonder and admiration for the large halls,
the very costly appliances scientifically arranged, the numerous rare exhibits
displayed, and the useful and instructive experiments shown and explained by
the students who, he observed, were as good as the lecturers themselves.
He repeatedly observed that he would have very much liked to spend at
least two hours iu the Exhibition, examining every exhibit and listening to
the lectures of the students. Though he said he would again go to the
Exhibition this was not possible owing to want of time and Mrs. Turner felt
very sorry for this.

The Public Meeting began at 3 P.M., sharp.

On the dais were seated the Political Agent, Mrs. Turner, Archbishop
Mar lvanios of Trivandrum, the Bishops of Changanacherry, Kottayam,
Vijayapuram and Tiruvalla, the Rt. Rev. Mgr. Prodot C. K. Mattam, The
Rev. Fr. Principal, Rajasabhabhushana K. Chandy of Mysore, Parappanattu
Valia Raja, Mr. Vaithiyalingom Pillai, Dewan Peishkar of Kottayam, Rao
Sahib G. Ganapathi Sastri, Mr, P, Balakrishnan Thampi and Mr.C.M.Joseph,
the Municipal Chairman,

The proceedings began with the Welcome Song composed in honour of
the distinguished guests and sung to musical accompaniment by four boys of
our High School. Then Mr, C. M. Joseph (Municipal Chairman) welcomed the
guests in a neat little speech. This over, the Chairman rose to make his
Introductory Remarks in the course of which, after thanking the authorities
for baving invited him to take the Chair, he observed that the welcome
accorded to him was quite British and that he could not have expected any-
thing better in his own country.

When the Chairman resumed his seat, The Rev.Fr.Principal read out the
telegrams of congratulations and good wishes from the following’— The
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Archbishop of Verapoly, the Archbishop of Ermakulam, the Bishop of Kottar,
the Archbishop-Elect of Verapoly, the Administrator Apostolic of Quilon,
the Administrator Apostolic of Cochin Mr.Justice Changanacherry K. Parames-
waran Pillai, Retired Justice Mr. Muthunayagom Pillai, Mr.Ananthakrishna Iyer
the English School Inspector, Prof. A Gopala Menon and many others.

The Rev. Fr. Principal next presented the report of the working of the
College for the academic year 1932-—33, which has been added as an
Appendix to the English Section.

This was followed by the very learned and thought-provoking dddTEbS
by Rao Sahib G. Ganapathi Sastri which appears elsewhere.

Next came Mr. Balakrishna Thampi B. A, B. L., of the Alleppey Bar,
who, in the course of his delightful and humorous address, exhorted the
students to fight the evils of Communalism in Travancore, :

This was followed by a very intersting item—the Fancy Dress com-
petition. The Pulaya was by unanimous consent pronounced to be the Prize-
Winner. The Syrian Christian Girl was also highly appreciated.

At the Rev.Fr. Principal’s request Mrs, Turner kindly disiributed the
Prizes and the Medals.

The Chairman in his concluding speech expressed full satisfaction
at the proceedings. He re-inforced Mr. Ganapathi Sastri’s plea for discipline
in education and Mr. Thampi’s plea for eradicating the evil of communalism,
He said the future of the world was bound up with the cultivation of a sound
international outlook. He concluded by saying that the St. Berchmans'
College was an asset not only to Travancore bul to India. ; >

After Mr. P. R. Krishna Iyer had suitably thanked the guests the
meeting came to a close and a group photo was taken of the Piesident and
other distinguished guests.

An important feature of this year's College Day Celebrations was the
presence of so many worthy and ancient prelates of the Church—His Grace
Mar Ivanios Archbishop of Trivandrum and Their Lordships the Bishops of
Changanacherry, Kottayam,Vijayapuram and Tiruvella—all distinguished edu-
cationistse This, coupled with the numerous telegrams of congratulations and
good wishes received from the other prelates mentioned above, is an index
at once of the affection in which this institution is held by the Catholic
Church of Kerala and of the great interest and concern which the Catholic
Church has all along been evincing in the cause of higher education.

Another important event connected with the College Day Cele-
brations was the handsome donation of Rs- rooo given by Rt. Rewv.
Prodot C. K. Mattam to promote the religious activities of the College.
Our sincerest thanks are due to the worthy Prodot for his munificence- His
name will for ever remain in the hearts of the successive generations of
students who happen to pass out of the portals of this institution.

. )
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OUR M. C. Y. L. COLUMN.

Though not with great satisfacticn, yet without being discouraged, 1
venture to give a brief account of our activities throughout the academic year
since our last report. We began our activities almost in the beginning of the
second term and we began it with the prescribad annual Retreat,

As every body knows, the study cir lesform one of the vital parts of the
M. C. Y. L. activities and our efforts in that direction have bezen satisfactory.
For the sake of convenience we divided ourselves into three groups—the two
groups in the two Catholic Hostels of Parel and Sacred Heart being active
while the third in the College was utterly inactive owing to circumstances
beyond control. Such subjects as CHURCH AND DEMOCRACY, SOCIALISM, AND
THE INFALLIBILITY OF THE POPE were discussed with great enthusiasm.
The centre also duly took partin the sclemn ani spiritual function of Per-
petual Communion,

We are conscious of the fact that ws have fallen much too short of our
sister institutions of America, France. Spain and other countries when we
consider the prodigious work they turn out every vear in tha direction of
Christian charity and lay apostolates and the enormous help theyrender to the
maintenance of hospitals, orphanages and educational institutions. And now
let us pray earnsstly that the future ba mads more glorious and crowded with
activities, modelled on those of our foreign sister institutions, Lat us also pray
that our coutry might be brought up to the sams level in point of cCatholic
Action. We hope to approach a co-opératinz elderly society in future.

To crown our work of the year came our anniversary celebrations which
here held on the zznd of January 1933. There was General Communion and
High Mass in the morning and in the afternoon there was the public meeting
in the college hall, presided over by Rev.Fr. Placid C.D..Ph.D,,D D,,D.C.L ,
one of the most eminent luminaries among the Catholic clergy of Malabar.
Two active young men, Mr. V, G, Cyriac B. A, B. L. and Mr. Thomas
Manjooran B. A., B. L., made two interesting spseches on ''Christ the King"
and “®3omoeilesavg ssmale @anesge”in English and Malayalam respectively.
The President’s concluding speech was particularly edifying and instructive.
He showed that the spirit of our age is progress. But this progress is purely
intellectual and devoid of moral considerations. Moral deterioration is the
chief and inexplicable cause of the present-day unrest,—social, political, eco-
nomic and religious. The remedy lies in proper and well-regulated Catholic
action which means self-sacrifice. It is not possible to give more than a brief
gist of that speech in this short account. The function came to a close at
about 5-30 P. M, with a vote of thanks and prayer.

Tt is but fair to conclude this short account with our hearty thanks to the
authorities of the institution, especially to the Rev. Fr. Principal and Rev.
Fr, Abraham Vadakel, our spiritual director.

“Let the Health of Jesus reign over us, reign over Malabar, for ever and
ever. Amen, Amen, Amen.”’

Ulahannan Thoppil,
Secretary.
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3 OUR ACTORS AND ORGANISERS,
Seated:- - Mr. K. C. Anbony (Bhagavatar), Rev. Fr. Abraham Vadakel, Mr. K. Sankara Pillai (duthor), Rev. Fr. Mathew K.
Purackal (Principal), Mr. P. V. Ulahannan (Stage manager), Mv. M. M. Kurien (Harmonist).

Standing:- 1stvow: P.T. Chacko (Melezhutthu Pillai), T. R. Krishnan Naiv (Volunteer), V. K. Vasudevan Pillai (Ittikkurupp),
N. Kuttan Naiv (Unvmer), R. Sreedhara Kurup (Addiccha Pillaz), M. C. Joseph (Martthanda Pillai), K.G.Rama Panicker
(Sankuw Annawvi). 2nd row: P.J. Joseph (Udayamithran),  P. Vasudeva Panickar (Volunteer), P.J Josesh (Yuvaraja),
K.P. Narayana Pillai (Volunteer), V.N. Parvameswaran Naiv(Kayamkulam Rajo) R. Chandra Sckharan Naiv(Padatthalavan).
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Before I begin to place beforé you an account of oar last ocne year’s
work on behalf of the vouths of Central Travancore, I deem it my duty to
place on record the deep debt of gratitutde which the Management, the
Staff and students of this College owe to your revered personage, the
worthy representative of the Suzerain Government in this progressive
State of ours, for so kindly accepting our invitation to preside over the
Prize-Distribution and College-Day functions of this year. Your gracious
presence amidst us to-day callsup to memory that other occasion —that
will ever live in the annals of 8t. Berchmans’—when your illustrious pre-
decessor, Mr. C. W. K. Cotton of happy memory, presided over a similar
function five years ago. Many of those who assisted at that function are
here this evening and still remember the sound advice he gave to the stu-
dents and the words of encouragement he imparted to'the members of the
staff in earrying on their arduons and responsibls work of “training young
men to face the grim reality of life. :

Coming now to the Annual Report:

Strength and Attendance.

The year under review opened with 470 students in t.he College
classes and now at this time of closing there are 463 which, together with
the 492 students of the High School section, brings the total strength of
the Institution to 955, well-nigh a thousand. The diverse commaunities of
the State are represented and all the students, without any trouble arising
out of the distinctions of caste or creed, get on tngethex as chlldxen of a
well-knit family.

It is to be regretted that for want of accommodation in the Science De-
partments we could not admit a good many students, and we are sorry that
many parents met with disappointment on that score. It is our firm bope
that we shall in the near future be in a position to satisfy all, with the space -
problem fully solved, In this connection I would like to remark that even
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with the limited spuace we could have managed totakein all the appli
cants if the parents and stndents hud bean willing to abide by the selection
made by the lecturers oa the bagis of the previoas reeords of the students.
.Bat the tendency seems to have been otherwise. The students as well.as
their parents are particularly enamioured of Sciance subjects without con-
sidering the tastes or aptitide of the students asid their chances of suceess
at the University Examinations.

The attendance has fallen a little below that of last year. It is 89,24
as against 89.34. 1t is observed with a good deal of concern that for the last
few years thére has been a very small bns steady decline in tha reginrity
of our students in attending classes. The stadents otight to realise that the
curriculum of studies has been extended, and that the greater importance
given to the Vernaculars in the Collsge clisses has nocassitated  the reduc-
tion of English periods, If, together with this, & remisaness on the part of
the students is also to come in, efficiency is bound to suffer. Let guardians
and students reflect on the inconvenieness of negligence in attendance and

reduce the leaves of absence to the strict minimum.

Residence of Students.

It would be mere empty boast on our part if we said that we have:
made any great progress in providing hostel aceommodation,  Though we
have succeeded in bringing together about 203 students in a fow. compact
blacks of which three have resident warlens and the othars ave regularly
- Visited and supevvised by the lecturars, still a gnod deal remains to ba done
in this direction. 1t must be confessed thut gondw:ll i3 nnt wanti A% On our.
part. A site has been chosen, a plan‘got réady for an edifice-with aboas 100
rooms, and even the materials are being gathered 0a the spot. i is our ear.

nest desire that our new cosmopolitan hobtel :haulfi be oDnm:-d with the
least possible delay.

Discinline.

The traditional high level of discipline was maintained thr. onghout .the
last year. This has been merely the vesali of the serupulons” caré on the
part of the College authoritics to convince the stadants that the chief con-
cern of every educational institution is to train its pupils to be loyal and
useful citizens, honest and truthful in their dealings with others, alive to
their own sense of honour and self- -respect and reliable under all circum-
stances. Our students have realised that the one road that leads to this all-
- important goal is the maintenance of a wholesome and sslf-consistent
discipline. It is discipline that teaches them the sacredness of duty and:its-
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essenbial neecssity in life. © They know that the enjoywent. of unlimited
freadom before this lesson has baen learnt leads to disastes, and that free-
dom and seli-gnidance cin bz allowed oaly in proportion to their sense of
and devotion to duty.

I cannot say, however, that all our boys are angels ot pl,mrmw of per-
fection They have their little failings. There are trifling incidents inse-
parable from College life which'mecessitate our interference. But the boys
do nof resent superiors taking their failings to task as thev ave convinced
that severity is inspired by a desire of their greater gosd, and the superiors
too know how to temper severity with kindness. :

The Literary Union. :

For want of a sufficiently lnrge hall to accommodate all the students of

the four classes, the Literary Unlon was Working in 3 sections, the B. A.,
the Senior Intermediate, and the Junior Intermediate, The Inaugural
Mesting of the Union was conducted on ths 13th of August. Miss Eanice
Gomez M.A., Prof, of English in the Trivandram Women’s College, presided
. on the oceasion, and Miss L. C. M, Oaverkirk B A. (cantab) Prof. of . Hists:
ory in the Women’s Oollege, delivered a brilliant and instructive address on
the ‘International Brotherhood of Students”’ The secretaries of various
_sections have shown themselvés active in areanging frequent mieetings in,
English and Malayalam, and atfording opportunities to the members of the..
Union to develop their-oratorical talents, Under the auspices of the Union
1 ‘Otfen Thullel” performance and ‘Kathakali’ were conducted during the

, considering their ediigationl value to students of Malayalam Liter-

ature. Comnpetitionsin essay-writing, elocution and extempore speaking
in Baglish and Malayalam have been held and  prizes are being awarded

to the winners.

The College Magazine. ,

We are bringing out three issues of the Magazine every year in which-
confributions from students as well as from outsiders are published. The.
Magazine is primarily intended fo afford our students ample oppo;tanities.
for developing their Journalistic instincts and to give them training in the.
art of writing.

Staff.

Very few changes have taken place ia the staff since Iast year. Mr..

C. K, Kerala Varmq, B.A & B.L. and Mr. V. S, Mathen B.A., both ‘Old Boys".

of the College, have been taken into the Physics and the E;_nghsh D spart-
ments respecblvelv :




Public Examinations.

The results we have obtained in the various University Examinations
Jast year may be known from the tables given below:—

B. A. Degree Examination.

Subject No.sent No. of Percentage Remarks
: ap passes

English 49 28 57

Malavalam 44 27 Gl3-

Mathematics 10 8 80 3 First classes & 1
Second class

Botany 20 10 50

Zoology 18 8 444 1 Second class

K. N. Krishna Kurup, T, K. Vaiieth, and M. Mathai are the 3 first
classes in Mathematics getting the 9th, 14th, & 19th ranks respectively in
the University of whom Krishna Karupisthe winner of the College
Gold Medal, being the first among the Ist classes in B, A.

Though the percentage of passes taken separately appears to be satis-
factory, being above 50%, except in Zoology, the total passes come only to
33.3 %.Mr, T. A. Satagopan and his two assistants deserve to be congrat.
vlated for the brilliant results they have obtained: 80 % of passes, of which
one half secured classes. 3 in the first and 1 in the second.

»

Intermediate Examination.

Subject No. sent No. of Percentage of Distinctions
up passes passes gained

English 90 59 65°5 : !
Malayalam 89 80 90
Mathematics 20 13 65 4
Natural Science 48 30 625

Physics 49 2= 40°8 2
Chemistry 62 17 75 6
Indian History 22 20 907 =9
Modern History 3 27 79'4 4
Liogic 28 20 714 1

Sanskrit 6 3 50



90 students appeaved for the Examination. 839 got complete passes
with 4 first classes, making the percentage of passes 43. K. C. Chacko
one of the four first classes is the winner of the Dr. Kurialacherry Gold
Medal. :

E. S. L. C. Examination.

No. sent up No. of passes Percentage of passes.
78 46 58.9

I may say in general that our results of last year on the whole, an ex-
ception being made of course of B. A, Mathematics, can scarcely be called
satisfactory. The number of students getting distinctions in any of the
Subjects of the Intermediate is very small, with no distinctions in Malayal-
am, Natural Science and Sanskrit. Considering the very high rank our
High School used to occupy in the past at the E. 8.1..C. Examiaations this
year’s result cannot be said to be satisfactory. But it is a matter of great
satisfaction for us all to know that very stringent measures are being taken
this year to show decided improvements in the results of the coming
Examination.

Sports.

Sufficient provision has been made to give plsnty of scope for the
sporting activities of students. The keenness of the students on oatipor
games has been fairly inaintained. The sporting spirit was kept up by

“means of frequent “Home Matches” in most of the games. One of those
watehes was played besween the students and the statf in which the fate
of the latter was for a time hanging in the balance and at last the 1atch
ended in a draw, most probably out of the consideration the students had
for their masters, who were thussaved trom the mortification of a defeat at
the hands of their pupils, :

The College taau entared the Kottayam Y. M.C.A. Volley Ball toar-
nament in which our achievement consisted only in reaching the final
stage, thus proving beyond doubt that the amateur college students can
ordinarily stand no chance against the professionals and the experts.

We are glad to see our students thus availing themselves of the op-
portunities atforded to them not only to -improve theic health and their
physique, but also to foster in them power of endurance, love of faiy play,
diseipline and self-abnegation. For such eathusiasm in field sports among
our boys we are indebted to the Piysical Instractor and to our new zealous

. Superintendent of games. =



Health of the Students.

The eagerness of our students for and their regularity in attending
the games, the well-ventilated condition of both the College and hostel
premises, the availability of excellent water in the locality and above all
the strict vigilance exercised by our medical adviser, all together contri-
bute to the general satisfactory condition of the health of our students;
There are few, if any, major diseases and the ailments we have to deplore.
are little more than the ordinary trifling miseries ‘huwan flesh is heir to’,
and if the saying is trne “a sound mind in a sound body”, it ought to follow
that generally speaking the moral health is satisfactory too, Why should
it be otherwise?

Exhibition.

Once again this year, since 1927, we are having exhibitions in Bot-
any, Zoology, Physics, and Chemistry. We hope that these Scientific
exhibitions will stimulate the curiosity and contribute to the general know-
ledge of our students dealing with those subjects and that its general
educative value will be appreciated by our visitors.

A Distinguished Visitor,

Mr. T. Austin 1. C, S,, the Dewan of Travancore, on his way back
from Munnar, halted here and went round the College when the classes
and the laboratories were in working ovder. He then inspected the buil-
ding under construction. He got from the Principal a good many points
about the present and past history of the College and expressed satisfaction
about the work that is being done here and promised to render the utmost
aid he could in the matter of completing the building under construction,

In this connection I may remark that Mr. Austin accorded a kind
reception to and sympathetically heard the Deputation of Principals of all
private Colleges when they approached him on the matter of being given
maintenance grants similar to the grants enjoyed by private colleges in
British India,

«

General.
It 1s not necessary that I should impress upon this audience the fact

that the running of an institution like this entails in wvarious directions -

enormous expenditure, and that i1t can be successfully conducted only with
substantial helpsfrom the Government. In this connection I _must grate-
fully acknowledge the help and sympathy received from the Governments
of H. H. Sri Moolam Thirunal, H. H. Setu Lakshmi Bai, Regent Maha-
rani,and H, H. Rama Varma, Chithira Thirunal, and the successive

3
;
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Dewans of the Suate, The growth of the Iastitution to its present status
«ad dimensions wus 1 great measure due to the encoaragediens given by
the Government ie manifold ways. By rencering such helps the Govern-
ment also recognise the yeoman services which the Christian Missionary
bodies of all denominations have been doing to the State in the cause of
education. It is still niore enconraging to remember that the represent-
atives of the Paramount Power have been no less anxious to show in a sub-
stantial manner their high appreciation of the educational efforte of the
Mission Agencies. Travancore History holds before us the noble deed of
Colonel Munro who adviséd the then ruling Princess Parvathi Bhai to confer
on an Educational Institution situated in our close vicinity, the grand and
royal gift of an extensive piece of land knowa still as ‘Munvo Island’. The

~other anciert Christian [nstitution in the southern-niost corner of the State
had its share of encouragement, and that too thiough the benevolent inter.

vention of a British Resident. Such helps are - the resuls of a wise and.
statesman-like policy, not only as Colleges serve to increase the number - of
cultured and hence law-abiding citizens loyal to the Ruling Prince and to
the British Raj, but also as the very work done by the Mission Agencies
15 a great financial relief to the Government. Even a superficial survey of
facts and figures will make this quite clear. On every student educated in a
Government College, the State spends onan average Rs. 130. Hence if
the 500 students of our College were to be in any of the Government
Colleges of Trivandrum, it would have cost the Government Rs, ©5,000.
Our benign Government, we presume, will realise this and give to private
Colleges grants sinnlar to those enjoyed by Cslleges in British parts,
that is, an annual recurring maintenance grant to each College. If that
were done, this building under construction, which, from its very appear-
ance and dimensions, will prove that it transcends the power and means
of a private agency, would have been completed long ago. The magnitude
of the undertaking, as evidenced in the gigantic proportions of the. edifice
under construction, clearly indicates how earnest the management is to
make this institution give the maximum ut_ility to the youths of Central
Travancore. When more accommodation is provided here, a larger
number of students may be admitted and that would mean a proportionate
reduction of expenditure to be incurred by the Government in making ade-
quate provision in Government Institutions.

Conclusion. _ .

- There now remains for me to perform the very pleasant duty of thank-
ing you, Sir, President, for the great honour you have done us by kindly
consenting to be in our midst this evening. Your presence is, I'can assure



My -

you, not only a great honour, but also a potent encouragement to us all in
our endeavours to bring up the youth and prepare the future citizens who
will be worthy of the ancient land we live in. We are also thankful to
Mrs. Turner and Miss Turner for their great condescension in gracing this
occasion with their presence.

We are alsu much obliged to the ladies and gentlemen who have kindly
responded to our invitations and honoured us with their presence this even-
ing. And above all we consider it an exceptionally rare privilege to have
in our midst to-day His Grace Mar Ivanios, the Archbishop of Trivandrum,
who has not spared himself the extreme tediousness of a long car journey
in this dusty season to attend the functions of to-day. Himself a Master
of Arts of the Madras University. a member of the University Board of
Oriental Studies, and a great educationist, surely his presence here proc-
laims the great value the Christian Church attaches to higher education and
all it stands for among the laity and especinlly among the clergv. Your
position as a Prelate affirms that the Christian Church has in the ranks of
her clergy not the refuse of the community who have been disappointed in
an academic and University caveer, but men possessing the highest degrees
the University has teo offer.

My Lord, Bishop Kalacherry, the Patron and Proprietor of this
College, it is your life of abnegation and s 1f-forgetfulness, and enthusiasm
for the higher edncation of young men that makes the continued existence
of sach an Institution at all possible,Your latest pastoral order that for enli-
stment in the ranks of the clergy of the Diocese the minimum qualification
should be an Intermediate pass is surely a step in the right direction and it
is itself a justification for the existence of this College in your Lordship’s
diocese which is one of the largest in India.

My Lord, Bishop Alexander Choolaparampil, your presence in our midst
today is another source of encouragement and even a model lesson to all who
have the education of youth at heart. You are yourself the proprietor of two
flourishing High Schools, and are incessantly working for the progress of
those schools not merely by mnaking extensions to the buildings and adding
to the equipment, but also by sending, with far-sighted statesmanship, many
of your clergy to distant Universities to take the bighest degrees those
centres of learning have to offer. You are thus preparing for the future
glory of your two Institutions and at the same tie raising the status of the
Christian clergy, making them take the highest University Degrees, thus
avoiding a future danger for the Church, namely, of the eclergy being
thrown behind by the laity in secular knowledge.




My Lord, Bishop Bonaventure of Vijayaparam, and His Liordship, Mar
Theophilus, both Prelates of two infant dioceses:Though they cinnot boast
of big educational Institutions, still a considerable part of their resonrces
is being spent on the Institutions under their charge. They look apon the
work of education as one of no mean importance among their manifold
pastoral duties. Your Lordships’ presence here on this occasion is a matter
of cxtreme gratification and encouragement to us,

We are al<o glad to have in our midst this evening the Rt. Rev. Prodot
Mattam. We -highly appreciate .his presence here once again amidst
the scene of his old activities as a member of this Cellege Staff and we feel
proud to connt hini as one among the many Church dignitaries the staff
of this college has had the privilege of sending out ap to now.

We have received congratulatory wires from the Archhishops of
Ernakulam and Verapoly, the Bishop of Kottar, the Bishop auxiliary of
Verapoly, and the Administrators of Cochin and Quilon  We are indeed
proud to find that our College day function is honoured by the presence of
one Archbishop and four Bishops and that we have received telegraphic
messages of good wishes from two more Avchbishops and four moreBishops
This is all the more significant when we remember that these princes of the
Church are not merely persons helding staff of Hccleslastical authority but
themselves great Eductionists all of them fogether owning One First Grade
College. 20 English High Schools, one Vernacular High School, 54 English
Middle Schools, 42 Vernacalar Middle Schools, 788 Primary Schools 2
Training Schools and 36 Technical and charitable institutions.

The august presence here of no less than five prelutes of the Church
in this country and the congratulatory messages we have received from the
others, serve however, to remind us of the great responsibility that we are
shouldering. This Institation is the only Catholic College in Travancore
and it satisfies the need for higher education of ten Dioceses. It is, as it
were, the last step in the ladder of the lnrge educational interestes of eleven
Bishops who expect our co-operation in the ardnous task of educating the
youth entrusted to their pastoral care. We my assure their Lordships that
it shall be our constant endeavour to deserve fully the trust pliced in us
and to do our utmost for the welfare and progress of the rising generations

of the country. :

I thank you once again, revered Sir, for the rare honour you have done
us and the great condescension you have shown in responding to our
invitation, :



In fine, I feel it my bounden duty to take advantage o_f this ocecasion
to make a solemn, public acknowledgeincnt of a grand and roynl gift from
one who was a meinber of the Staff of this College until an yeur ago. A
sum of Rupees one thousand, for a Grotto, and a beautiful devotion ingpir-
ing Statue of Our Liady of Lourdes, have been promised by thet Donor to be
given on the spot, the foundation stone of the Grotto to be laid to-day and
the construction to besin tomorrow. This is indeed a very noble act of gen-
erosity especially as it is calculated to provide for the conveniences of the
Spiritaal activities of a good number of the students of the Institutons If
in the midst of all our manifold works in the interest of the young men
comnmitted to our charge and if among the many consequent nxieties and
worries that assail us we are aware of any outstanding fact it is that
nothing of all what we do would have any lasting effect what-so-ever but
for the aboundance of graces received from that Donor of all Gifts, that
Lifegiving Fountation of all Good. No doubt onr Heavenly Patron St.
Berchmans, must be constantly interceding in our behalf before the Hiernul
Throne of the Almighty. - But we are ever confident that the most power-
falof all intercessors before the Heavenly King is none else than the
Heavenly Queen Hevself. Hence is the gift considered a thrice blessed
and thrice welcome one. The giver of this precious gift is none else than the
Rt. Rev, Prodot C.K, Mattam, the new dignitary of the Infant Archdiocese
of Trivandrum and the right hand of its able Archbishop the Most Rev.
Mar Ivanios. The College shall ever be grateful to you, Rt. Rev. Father
for this manifestation of yoar attachment to the College in which vou were
until recently a very useful and devoted worker. You may rest assured
that this generous act of yours shall ever make the memory of your con-
nection with the College an illustrious and a very happy one.

It is alsoa very noteworthy fact that this Donation of the Grotto anp
Statue of Our Tiady of Liourdes cones very opportunely this year, when we
are celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the Lourdes Apparitions.



MALAYALAM SECTION.
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