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“It T were to look over the whole world to find out the eountry most

E richly endowed with all the wealth, power and beauby that nature can bestow g
—in some parts a very paradise on earth - I should point to India. TIf I were
E asked under what sky the human mind has most fully developed some of its
choicest gifts, has most deeply pondered on the greatest problems of life, and

has found solutions of some of them which well deserve the attention even of ”

g those who have studied Plato and  Kant—I should point to India. Andif I 14
were to ask myself from what lltera.ture we, here in Europe, we who have been
E nurtured almost exelusively on the thoughts of Greeks and Romans, and of one
Semitic race, the Jewish, may draw that corrective which is most wanted in
order to make our inner life more perfect, more comprehensive, more universal,

E in faet more truly human, a life not for this life only, but a transfigured and g

eternal life—again T should point to India.”

—Prof. Max Miiller.
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The Zamorin’s College

PRIZE DAY,

Griday, 17th February 1933.
President : The Rt. Hon. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri, P. C., C. H, LL. D.

HE Zaworin’s College Prize Day
T celebrations were conducted with
great enthusiasm on Friday, 17th Febru-
ary, under the distinguished presidency of
the Rt. Hon. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri.
H. H. Raja Manavedan Raja Avl., B. A,,
the Zamorin of Calicut and all the most
- distinguished people of Calicut were
present. The College has seldom seen an
- audience so notable and large.

- The proceedings began with prayers
- chanted by two young pupils of the
- college. This was followed by the Prin-
cipal’s address of welcome, which ran as
follows :—

Mr. President, Your Highness, Liadies
- and Gentlemen,

I know very well that you will consider
me a very awful and undesirable intruder
when all of you are eagerly longing to
listen to the President’s introductory
‘speech, but the occasion is so unique that
1 am sure you will forgive me if I speak
a few words before the President delivers
his introductory speech. It is a. very
. great honour to this institution that
~ this most important function con-
nected with it is being celebrated this
evening in the immediate, august and in-
~ spiring presence of H. H. The Zamorin
Raja and under the very distinguished
presidency of the Rt. Hon. V. S. Srini-
vasa Sastri who is admittedly and deser-
vedly one of the most outstanding person-
alities of the world today. I take it as a
very good omen that H. H. The Zamorin
Raja who very rarely attends public func-
tions on account of his delicate health,

has so kindly graced this occasion
with his presence. It was only-a few
months ago that I had the good fortune
of becoming acquainted with the Rt. Hon.
V. 5. Srinivasa Sastri, but I never
thought then that I would so soon have
the inestimable privilege of receiving him
here as the president of this function.
As you are all aware, our honoured guest.
is a_past-master in the art of polished,:
pleasant and effective expression, and the
elegant style, the lucid exposition, the
graceful ease and last but not least, the
sweet melody which characterise. all his
utterances, whether on the public plat-
form or in private conversation, have
rightly earned for him the reputation of
a professed master of elocution. With
his high intellectual attainments, his
spotless character and his skill in oratory,,
he ts certainly a worthy disciple of his
worthy master, the late Mr. Gokhale of
revered memory, and a true and noble
son of Mother India. He stands forth,
if I may say so, as a brilliant star,—a star
of the first magnitude—in India’s poli-
tical firmament today. And I have no
doubt that, when the history of the pre-
sent day world comes to be written, our
distinguished guest’s name will find a
very prominent place in it as one who has
selflessly, enthusiastically and unceasingly
worked for the uplift of our country. I
am glad that his acceptance of my invi-
tation has benefited the whole of Calicut
as is evident from the large and distin-
guished assembly which I see before me,
and also from the fact that he is presid-
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Group photo taken on ths Prize Day of the College. The Rt. Hon. Y. S. Srinivasa Sastri is seen seated at the centre, with
H. H. Raja Manavedan Raja Avl., Zamorin of Calicut, on his right and the Principal, Mr. A. V. K. Krishna Menon, on his left.
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ing over two other important functions
during his three days’ stay here. It isa
source of ineffable joy to me that the
presence of H. H. The Zamorin Raja,
of the Rt, Hon. Sastri and of you all, the
leading and enlightened citizens of this
town, has considerably enhanced the
splendour of this function. In the name
of this institution, I have therefore very
great pleasure in tendering to one and all
who have responded to my humble in-
vitation, a very very hearty and cordial
welcome. (Applause)

The president, in opening the procee-
dings, spoke as follows ;—

Your Highness, Liadies and Gentlemen,

I am supposed to be the president
this afternoon. ' It was therefore quite
appropriate on the part of the Principal
to take my leave before he spoke. But I
think it was not particularly grateful of
him to take advantage of that circum-
stance, and aggravate my difficulties. He
has presented me to this audience in
language which I could not but blush to
hear. “

It is a long way to come from Madras,
merely to preside over a Prize-giving.
There are two or three circumstances
which, it seems to me, will fully explain
the strangeness of that phenomenon.
Perhaps, the fact that for many years I
was engaged in the field of education
will go a long way in making it clear to
you why I accepted this invitation. Then
there is the fact that this institution has
behind it ‘a great history and a disting-
uished record of work. - Another little
circumstance is the faet that I might have
upon this occasion the rare pleasare of
making the acquaintance of H. H. The
Zamorin Raja of whom I have heard so
much and near whom, geographically
speaking, I often live, bat whom, for
some reason or other, I never had the
pleasure of knowing pelsonally I little
knew before I read some of those papers
which the Principal was good enough to
send me to educate me for thxs funcmon,

\tha,t hhe Za,mmm Ra]a/ had himself been

a teicher for some fime. This relation-
ship, Sir, is one of which you might not
like to be reminded, (Laughter) but which
we cannot afford to forget, for, this pro-
tession of teaching, belleve me, is honour-
able, as honourable as any other profes-
sion that serves the community, and if it
had the honour of holding you among its
members for a time, I believe you wﬂl
allow me to say on its behalf that you too
have been honoured to have been a
teacher for some time.

Then it would appear that he a.nd 1

have the same alma mater. He was edu-
cated for a time at the Kumbhakonam
College, and I was there all my college
career. Now Kumbhakonam College has
not, I am afraid, maintained its reput-
ation of a few generations ago. I do not
exactly see whose the fault is and this

certainly is not the place or the time when |

I may with propriety examine that faet in
all its bearings.

even, Sir, Mr. Principal, this institution
over which you preside with such emin-
ent distinetion, that has produced so
many men of the front rank who have
contributed in various ways and in var-
ious grades to the betterment of this
province.

There is another little cucumsta.nce
which, if my coming here still requires an
explanation, may perhaps complete it ;

and that is the fact that the invitation to °
come here was given to me by two people

whose request, I do not know, however
much I wish, how to refuse. They are
the two brothers, Mr. Govinda Menon
and Mr. Krishna Menon. Mr, Krishna
Menon stands before you, and you have
opportunities of judging him, and I will
not outrage his modesty, though he has
given me very good provocation, by

examining his credentials on the spot.

(Laughter). But his brother is a great
friend, one whom it is a privilege to cal

friend. He is i]'nfprtulia.t_ely unable to be

Bat this much I know,
that there is no institution in Southern
India outside the city of Madras, not  °
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present here today as he originally intend-
ed, but he has sent me a characteristic
telegram which I propose to take the
liberty of reading out to you. I have first
taken very good care to show it to His
Highness on the one hand, and to the
Principal on the other, so that they may
not accuse me of having put them to any
embarassment in reading it to you with-
out their previous knowledge. I do not
know how exactly they will receive it :
but I know how you will receive it. I
will just read it to you, reserving after
the fashion of Government and of some
Judges, I think, my remarks to a later
occasion,

TELEGRAM: Zamorin’s College, Calicut.
Old Boy sends ajffectionate greeting and
- prays for function’s success and raising
college first grade. May Divine Flutist
bless. A. V. Govinda Menon.

Perhaps you will allow me to gather
-y thoughts a little before I speak upon

*thls proposal, for it has many sides to it,

* and it will not do for me to take myself

. unawares as the telegram does. With
these remarks I will now proceed to the
next item on the Agenda Paper and ask
the Principal to read his report.

(Applause).

In presenting the report on the work-
ing of the college for the Academic year
1931-32, the Principal said .—

“I am sure you will consider it nothing
short of an infliction if I am now to read
out to you, in obedience to the usual pro-

_ cedure on the Prize Distribution Day, my

- report on the working of the college

- during the past academical year, namely,

1931—32. But as it is not possible—

and ib is not desirable too—to omit this

item on the programme, I hope you will

~ have the goodness to listen to me for a
little while, however irksome it may be.

The report has been purposely made very

short and I promise not to tax your

patience very much.

Strength.- -The total strength of the
college during the year under report was
846; 135 bemg in the college departmenb

and 711 in the school department. I find
that while the strength in the college
department has been going down to some
extent, that in the school department has
been increasing. I am told that the
strength in the college classes is on the
decrease in other educational institutions
also. The reason for this may not
be far to seek. The number of unem-
ployed graduates is multiplying day by
day and there is now a feeling that higher
University education will not enable one
to earn one’s bread. The financial de-
pression all around and the consequent
dearth of money may be another per-
tinent cause.

Scholarships.—Ten Scholarships were
awarded under the rules. The usual
scholarship for the first student in the
8. S. L. C. Examination from the Chow-
ghat High School was also awarded.
Besides these, twenty-six poor and de-
serving students were granted full and
half fee concessions. Four boys of Ex-
military men were free scholars and there
were four Government scholarship
holders. Twenty four students belonging
to the Zamorin Raja’s family were free
scholars during the year.

Eramination Results-—67 students
were sent up for the Intermediate Exa-
mination of March last. Of these, 20
passed in full with 8 in the First Class
and 42 passed in one or two of the three
parts. In the 8. S. L. C. Examination,
out of 62 students, 32 were declared
eligible for admission to the University
courge.

Library and Keading Room.—The
total number of books at present is 4515.
The Reading Room has quite a good
supply of foreign and Indian periodicals.
Many magazines are received here in
exchange for the college magazine and
these are made good use of.

Societies-—The Literary Association of
the College department, known as the
“Zamorin’s College Parliament”, worked
very well during the year. Meefings
were held nearly every week and many
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students, the honourable members of this
parliament as they styled themselves,
took part in the debates which were con-
ducted in conformity with the usual par-
liamentary procedure. In the High
School department, the students con-
ducted an association under the name of
‘Mutual Improvement Society’ in addi-
tion to their Debating Society and these
did good work.

Sports and Games.—The sporting acti-
vities were very satisfactory. Now that
physical training is made compulsory in
the college classes, every college student
has fo take part in one or other of
the several games plaved here, namely,
Hockey, Football, Volleyball, Basketball,
Badminton and Tennis. I am glad to
say that my students have been taking an
active part in many tournaments outside
the college and have been acquitting
themselves well. The number of prizes
and medals to be given away today in
connection with sports will bear ample
testimony to their activities in this direc-
tion. 1t isa good sign that they are now
beginning to realise for themselves the
supreme necessity of improving their
physique. Buft a word of caution is here
necessary, and that is, that, in their
burning enthusiasm for games, they
should not overstep the reasonable limits
and neglect their studies altogether. As
I said in my report last year, they should
not make a fetish of games.

Buildings.—Want of accomodation is
felt, now that the old palacé is gone.
H. H. The Zamorin- Raja has been ple-
ased to allow the erection of new buil-
dings. The Board of Management has
taken up the matter; plans and estimates
are being prepared and if all goes well,
the work will be finished by June 1934.

Hostel.—There is accommodation for
34 boarders but on account of the decrease
in the strength of the college classes,
there were only 25 boarders during the
year.

- It may not be out of place to mention
here that H. H. The Zamorin Raja has

been so kind as to sanction the construe-
tion of a hostel for the use of the mem-
bers of his family who are students here.
The building is nearly complete and
will be ready for use in the course of a
month.

The College Magazine.—There were
three issues during the year under report.
The Magazine has now entered on its
fifth year and though it has a fairly wide
circulation, I regret to say that sufficient
encouragement has not been forthcoming.
Mr. J. B. Bilderbeck, M. A., a distin-
guished educationist, now retired, and
sometime Principal and Professor of
English at the Presidency College, Mad-
ras, to whom, as an old student of his, I
had sent a copy, writes to me thus about
this activity of ours: “Your College

Magazine with the exception of the Ver-

nacular portions was read to me by Murs.

Bilderbeck and I must congratulate you, . -
on the successful efforts you have made

to stimulate intellectual activities amo
your pupils and the members of yeo

staff in reference to matters and subject

outside the regular curricula. This
experiment of yours without doubt throws
much anxiety and responsibility on your
own shoulders and I hope, will evoke an
adequate responsive support from those
for whose benefit you have undertaken
it”.. I do hope that the Magazine will
live long and exert a wholesome influence
on those for whom it is mainly intended.
I also hope that the ‘old boys’ of the
college will come forward in large num-
bers to render all the necessary help for
its upkeep and popularity.

The Old Boys’ Association.—Though
the association was started a couple of
years ago and though I am trying my
best to make it a useful adjunct to the
college, I am sorry to say that it is not
pushed up by the ‘old boys’ as it ought to
be. The present Secretary is working
hard to make an exhaustive list—not an
easy matter—of the ‘old boys’ of this

college, many of whom are occupying
very good positions in various parts of




L

the world. On behalf of the association,
I take this opportunity of repeating a
request I made on a similar occasion two
years ago, namely, that the ‘old boys,’

wherever they may be, will be so good as
to enlist themselves as members and en-
able the association to fulfil its objects
ere long.

Before I conclude this report, I wish
to pay my humble tribute to the late
Zamorin Raja, His Highness Mana-
vikrama alies Anujan Kunhunni Raja
Avl., who passed away on the 26th
December 19381, in his eighty second
year. His Highness was well versed in
Sanskrit, Astrolmy and Indian Medicine.
Regular and systematic in his habits, an-
assuming and courteous inhis manners,
he led a pious life, absolutely free from
ostentation. May his soul rest in peace!

I should also like to say a word about
the late Mr. P. K. Manavikraman Raja
who was for a long time connected with

~ the college as a member of the Board of

Management. Lioved by all who knew
him, hated by none, he was liberal and
enlightened in his views and bold and
independent in his judgment. In him,
- the Board of Management has lost a very
useful member and the college a sincere
~ well-wisher. May his soul rest in peace!

And now to conclude. The working
of the college during the year under re-
port was fairly satisfactory and I tender
my sincere and heartfelt thanks to H. H.
The Zamorin Raja and the Board of
Management for their kind support and
to the members of the staff for their co-
operation in all matters pertaining to the
welfare of the College.

MAY GOD BLESS THE COLLEGE AND
BLESS US ALL!”

Then came an interesting display of
Physical Drill by some of the young boys
of the college under their Instructor
Mr. S. A. Gaffur, whose unique abilities in
teaching smart disciplined evolutions have
won universal = appreciation. It was
followed by the recital of a piece from

“Marlowe’s Faustus.” by P. R. Venkata-
krishnan B. A., an old boy of the college.
It was realistic and impressive. The next
item of the programme was the distribu-
tion of the prizes. Then came the stag-
ing of scenes from Julius Caesar. It
was a very successful attempt, made with
reasonable attention to costumes and
manners and scenic effects; an artistic,
pleasing, and effective performance which
was loudly acclaimed by the audience
some of whom pronouncsd it far above
the usual level of college theatricals. The
actors showed fine discernment and fasfe
in the interpretation of the passages, and
were altogether so spirited yet restrained
that every one was enthusiastically
applauded. Mr. P. Raman Menon
(Brutus), Mr. M. Bharathan (Cassius),
Mzr. P. R. Sitharaman (Antony), and Mr.
K. P. Vasudeva Menon (Casca) and Mr.
Bhaskaran Nedungadi (Porfia) were
particularly good. A day or two after the
performance, Mr. Liangley wrote to the
principal :—

“It is no disparagement to the actors
most of whom were extremely good (in
Jact, the whole level of the performance
was far above what I had hitherto seen
in this country) to say that Brutus stood
out both in point of his elocution and by
the restraint of his acting. Unless,
therefore, you disagree with me entirely,
I hope you will permit me to present him
with the book I am sending herewith,
together with my compliments on his
performantce.”

Mr. Langley is well known in Calicut
as an authority on aesthetic and literary
matters ; commendation from him is
especially valuable.

Lady Barber, a lover of Literature and
a well-known social worker has also
expressed the same sentiments and pre-
sented a book to the student who acted
the part of Brutus in appreciation of his
performance.

The scenic effects were also very good ;
the section was under the charge of Mr. C.
P. Raman Nair and Mr. Gopalan of the
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The actors in ‘Julius Caesar’ with Mr. M. P. Sivadasa Menon, English Lecturer, who coached them up.
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School staff.
<congratulated. -

The president in winding up the pro-
ceedings said : —

Liadies and Gentlemen,—We have sab
here long and I think I shall earn your
thanks best by shortening the further
proceedings as far as may be. We can-
not, however, part without thanking those
who contributed to our -entertainment
this afternoon in various ways. Perhaps,
I should mention the young people on
this side who sang to us so well, giving
such promise that I think I echo the
wishes of you all when I say that we
hope that this promise will be allowed to
go forward to its full fruition. A special
word of thanks is due to the actors who
produced Julius Caesar before us. 1 think
1 may say, speaking for myself, and pos-

They are tobe warmly

sibly for a great part of the audience that

 we have seldom witnessed this familiar
play sowell interpreted. (hear, hear). We
must, I think convey our appreciation of
the great labour which has been bestowed
on the production of the piece. Those that
have taught the young men, brought them
together, overcome their reluctance,
possibly made inroads npon their study-
times, they deserve a word of apprecia-
tion. But, I cannot but admire the great
anxiety, the wise planning and labor-
iousness that must lie behind all these
efforts. It is easy for us to see once,
to admire and to shout. But those only
know how much lies behind who have
been through the whole process day after
day.

Now, I had meant, Liadies and Gentle-
men, to make an observation or two upon
the report that we listened to today. But
I am sorry I have not the time. I have
the will but not the strength either. Buf
I must say a word to those to whom T
had the pleasure of giving the prizes.
Their work throughout the year has
apparently borne good fruit, and to them
my congratulations and yours are here-
by given. But to those others who did
not win prizes, not merely a word of

comfort, but a word of real, sober truth
may well be given today. Let them
remember that the days before them are
many and that there are many prizes else-
where to be won than in schools and
colleges. Life and its trials bring out
some parts of our nature, discover some
talents that lie dormant while still we are
in the stage of pupils, and I take it that
most of you who are coming into the
world’s front will approve of what I say.
Those qualities and those talents that life
brings out are more valuable both to the
individuals and to the world than even
those qualities of which we have seen the
manifestations this evening.

There is one word, however, which I
have promised to utter and I will make
it as brief as possible. I read ouf to you a
telegram wishing that the status of this
institution should be raised. Rao Bahadur
Govinda Menon has asked for the bless-
ings of the Divine Flutist on this object.
There one may well let the matter rest.
But [ am an old educationist and have
bestowed some thought upon problems
that vex the minds of those that teach
and those that manage those that teach.
I have had some share in the work of
actual teaching. I have taken part in the
management of schools. I have been a
senator. I have conducted, with what
success it is for others to say, an edu-
cational paper and held forth all the
ideals of the profession. I have likewise
sat in the legislature where questions
of education were discussed. I have
therefore some experience of the subject
upon which I ask your leave to say just
one word. Rao Bahadur Govinda Menon
is an enthusiastic pupil of this institu-
tion. IHe is a man of experience and of
sound judgment in worldly affairs. If he
wishes this institution to be raised in
status, there must be a good deal to com-
mend the idea to those in  whose
hands it lies to bring it to consummation-
I know not local conditions. I have no
notion how near to prosperity and success
this institution lies today and you must
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take my remarks, therefore, in a general
sense and not by any means applicable
to the Zamorin’s College. Usually big
schemes are born of hope and of past
success. When they are first broached,
you have two sets of people eriticising
them from opposite angles. One set of
people will say “Ah! here we are, we
have not by any means done the thing
that lies on our hands to perfection. Why,
think of something higher ?” There are
others, not less wise by any means, who
will give this rejoinder, “No, there is no
such thing as perfection. We shall
never reach it at this stage or any other.
In the mean time, let us go ahead doing
~ what work is possible. The needs of edu-
cation are spreading more and more,
young men and now-a-days, one is glad
_ to add, more and more young women are
asking for facilities on all hands and it
is not proper for us to goin pursait of
ideal perfection, while there is so much
want which requires to be satisfied round
us.
There is much, Ladies and Geentlemen,
to be said upon both sides. I have seen
the standards of education going down,
the efficiency of institutions fall, and
school-masters lose their enthusiasm and
their heart, because schools are started in
- places which cannot sustain them and
multiply beyond the capacity of the com-
munity to keep them in efficiency. I have
also known times in the history of
Madras Education when Government and
other bodies, Municipal and Liocal Bodies,
did not, with resources plentiful in their
hands, think it fit to meet the need of
advancing education. I do not know, I
have no right to say, in what condition
this Calicut is, with reference to Colle-
- giate education. His Highness has just
left. I wish he were here to listen to me.
The fact is, Ladies and Gentlemen, it is
quite possible to plead that this College,
as it is teaching up to the Intermediate,
should be made far more efficient and
far more fit to fulfil its purpose in this
town than it is. It is quite possible to

maintain that. On the other hand, it is
also possible to say that those who con-
duct it—I hope some members of the
Board of Management are here—should
have before their mind’s eye the possible
development of this college into a B. A. -
College. Whether they wish to round off
this institution for which they are res-
ponsible at this stage and make it an
ideal Second Grade College or whether
they wish to prepare it so that it will natu-
rally grow into a B. A. College, which-
ever way they look at if, there seems to
be no doubt that a good deal still remains
to be done for this institution. We
heard in the report that a building is
wanting and as soon as the building is
ready, I am sure, it will be discovered
that it is not sufficient. And when the
building is sufficient, other wants will arise,
for, time never pauses while our efforts.
pause, and our means are restricted. Now,
Ladies and Gentlemen, this, then, is my
word to the Board of Management, - that-
they will, if possible, keep before their
eyes the growth of this college into a full-
tledged B. A. College. But whether that
or the lower ideal, there is no doubt that
a good deal of advance should be made
with regard to this institution.

Now there is only one other observa-
tion which I will ask your permission to-
make. The report contained the text of
a letter that came from Mr. Bilderbeck.
Now, Mr. Bilderkeck has had the good
fortune to have many pupils going
through his hands. Your Principal is one
of them. May I say that I am another
and that I am not less proud of the dis-
tinction of having been Mr, Bilderbeck’s:
pupil than Mr. Kuttikrishna Menon ? 1T
knew Mr. Bilderbeck while he was still
Principal of the Kumbhakonam College,.
a good many years before he was trans-
lated to the Presidency College, where
your Principal knew him and I will say
this, it is not an exaggeration to describe
him as one of the old giants of Madras
Education. We have not his type in
abundance today. He loved his work and
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his pupils; Night and day he worked for
them. He came to the Liecture Classes
fully prepared and I never knew him
either tired of explaining things or slow
to meet the students’ difficulties. It has
‘been my special good fortune to meet him
in his retirement in England. I have
latterly seen him several times in his own
place. His address is Bolebrooke Road,
Bexhill-on-sea, Liondon. Ah! it was a
pleasure, Ladies and Gentlemen, to be
with the old man not bowed down by his
age, for he still walks erect, although he is
81, but unfortunately stricken with blind-
ness, unable to read those books which
he loved so much and read those letters
from his loving pupils which still reach
him there. My conversations with him
generally run along Tnglish Literature
and English Language. 1 sometimes
propound problems still, as though I were
his pupil and it is marvellous to see how
even during his retirement he has kept
pace with the march of things in the
realm of the English language. One thing
that strikes me is somewhat peculiar. I
was making to him the same complaint
‘that the Principal has made in one num-
ber of the college magazine which he was
.good enough to send me. Mr. Bilderbeck
delights to hear how English is being
taught today and I complained to him
that there is great neglect of formal Eng-
lish Grammar now-a-days. He felt very
sad when he heard that. I see that your
Principal laments the change that has
-come over the teaching of English. It is
however quite true that in earlier days we

used to teach too much English Grammar
and too little of English Literature. I am
afraid, if the truth be told, I was myself
a sinner in that respect. But there is no
doubt, however, that the reaction has
gone too far and that it is time that in
our schools, though not in our colleges, a
little Grammar, just as much as neces-
sary, were resumed as a part of the regu-
lar curriculum. Now, Liadies and Gen-
tlemen, I have said, I think, quite enough
by way of concluding remarks which
an exacting principal has laid down on
the programme.

It has been a great pleasure to me to
revisit Calicut for the purpose of renew-
ing the acquaintance with old friends,
whether in the. educational or in other
spheres. There is much that one would
like to say to you, but there is far more
that one would like to hear from you.
Timne is short, and my life is fast ebbing.
So I must take leave of you the day after
tomorrow, but not before speaking to you
of Mr. Gokhale. On the 19th of this
month, that is, the day after tomorrow,
there comes round the day when he passed
away in 1915, It will be my peculiar good
fortane upon that day at 8-30 in the
morning, to speak to a Calicut andience
upon some features of the work of that
great man. I hope I shall see some at
least amongst you on that occasion and
renew the terms of our friendship and
respect upon which we have hitherto
stood to each other.

This meeting is dissolved. (Applause).




| The Late Mr. J. B. Bilderbeck, M. A.

His life was gentle ; and the elements
So miz'd in him, that Nature might stand wp
And say to all the world, “This was a man r
—Shalkespeare.
1 was very much shocked to learn the sad news of the sudden and

unexpected death of my beloved and revered professor, Mr. J. B.
Bilderbeck, on the 11th of February. It is, however, a great consola-
tion to know from the kind letter which Mrs. Bilderbeck has written
to me that the end was very peaceful, painless and without suffering. No
one suspected that the Rt. Hon. Sastri who concluded his speech on the
Prize Day with a well-deserved tribute of praise to the learned old pro-
fessor, was really delivering a funeral oraticn, for Mr. Bilderbeck had
breathed his last just a few days back. I need hardly add anything more
to what our distinguished president has so well said in his own inimitable
style but I shall say thls that it is only rarely that we come across
erudite and noble-hearted professors of his type who cherish such a

to say that ‘to see him was to love him and to hear hun was to revere

him’. As the publisher of this magazine, I shall always remember with
gratitude the very kind and encouraging words he has said about it.
With a creditable record of creditable work creditably done in the cause
of Indian education, he has died full of years and full of honour, leaving
behind him not only his dear and loving wife and other near and dear
relations but also a large number of loving and faithful students inclu-
ding H. H Raja Manavedan Raja Avl.,, Zamorin of Calicut, to bemoan

his loss.

Requiescat in-pace !

Calicut, 12—3—'33.)

I Zamorin’s College l
e _ A.D. H Hrishna TWenon.

genuine affection for their students all their life. It is mo exaggeration i
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[Rao Bahadur P. V., Seshu Aiyer, Retired Principal of the. Kumbhakonam College, is a good mathe-

matician and an experienced educationist.
instructive as it is original.
interest and benefit. ]

HERE are many points of affinity
between mathematics and religion.

By mathematics is meant here the philo-
sophy of mathematics and mathematical
methods and not the developed science
of pure or applied mathematics. = And by

religion is meant the philosophical aspect -

of religion and not its ethical aspect or the
daily practices or rituals of religion. Both
in their contents and in their methods,
mathematics and religion have much in
common between them so much so that
religion, if it should be properly evolved,
must follow the methods of mathematics.

Both mathematics and religion start
from the Universe. By the universe is
here meant all that one can imagine or
conceive to be this world consisting of
the solar system and the starry regions
and all the aspects of the world, namely,
the physical, mental, intellectual and spi-
ritual, mathematics paying more atten-
tion to the physical or natural side of it
and religion to the spiritual and mental
side of it. In so saying I may be tread-
ing on dangerous or contentious grounds.
For, I know that some may like to start
from God and consider the universe as
His creation and it may be considered a
blasphemy to make religion start from the
universe. Whatever that may be, one
trained in mathematics and mathemati-
cal methods will be inclined to start only
from the known and proved to the ulti-

The theme he has dealt with in this arbicle is as interesting and
We thank him for his contribution which, we have no doubt, will be read with

mate. That procedure alone will appeal
to reason and people who do not like to
bring in reason for their aid in under-
standing religious principles may do jush
as they please and mathematics has
nothing in common with them. Only
such people will have to face many diffi-
culties. One set of them may start with
some one idea of God and a particular
revelation and another set may start
with some other idea and some other
revelation and so on. There will then
be conflicts between these, as we have
already found in this world to our bitter
experienice. You will have what may be
called the clash of religions. But if
religion is to be approached mathemati-
cally, that is, with mathematical precision
and definiteness and studied by mathe-
matical methods, a common philosophy
of religion will evolve out of such search
and by common consent that philosophy
may be made to give us also the ethical
aspect of religion. AndI proceed to show
how such a study can be made and how
mathematical philosophy and mathema-
tical methods could be used in that study.
I go back to the starting point and say
once again that both mathematics and
religion start from the Universe. Now
some mathematicians may demur to that
statement of mine. They may say that
in mathematics we start from number,
points, lines, etc., and proceed to build

*An abstract of a popular lecture delivered at the Indian Mathematical Conference recently held in Bombay-.
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up the science of mathematics on those
notions. What they say is quite true.
True. it is that in the logical development
of mathematics we no doubt start with
numbers, points and lines; butif you

look into the history of mathem stical phi-.

losophy you will find that you have start-
ed from the material objects of the uni-
verse and gradually abstracted these
nofions, namzly, those of ‘numbar’ ‘point’
‘line’ etc.

The truth is you had the human bsing
with his sense-organs and miad with the
. reasoning faculty and you had the uni-
verse around ; and min by observing and
studying and applying his reason to the
physical phenomena and material concrete
objects in their various aspscts of quan-
tity, size, form etc., has gradually evolved
the science of mathematics. Similarly
by observing, studying and applying his
reason to the mental, ethical and spiritual
phenomena of the universe, the science of
religion, as depicted in our Vedantic phi-
losophy, for instance, has gradually been
evolved.

Now coming to the contents of the two
sciences, we have in both what is called
finite and infinite, finite] ety mologrcallv
meaning that which has an end, @O UD
in Sanskrit, and infinite meaning that
which has no end, (@mam>) or endless. In
mathematics we say that space is infinite
and time is infinite. Similarly in religious
ph1losophy also, we have @0®0wo @wmano
(Spa.ce 18 infinite) & el G@gmmﬂmm (time
is without beginning or end) etc. By so
saying we only mean that human mind
cannot think of an end to space or to time.
The question here arises whether the
notion of ‘finite’ is fundamental and
‘infinite’ derived from it is its negative or
whether the notion of ‘infinite’ is funda-
mental and ‘finite’ is its negative. This is
very difficult to answer The fact is they
are correlative like light and darkness.
All knowledge is differentiation. We can
be said to know anything completely only
if we are able to differentiate it from the
rest, Similarly we cannot be said to have

i

a clear conception of finite without hav-
ing some idea of what is not finite or
infinite. Infinite is, etymologically, not
finite. That is a negative conception. In
Sanskrit we have a term for infinite which
may convey .a positive conception, viz.,
I do not say that ey gRe means in-
fimite. - 'When quantitatively viewed, it
may bz taken to denote infinity, This
notion is amplified in the Upanishadic
saying :
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This is the introductory verse to Keno
Upanishal and is descriptive of the na-
ture of God. ~43}> may be reniered into
‘perfect’ and viewed quantitatively into
‘infinite’. This verse means:—

“The infinite is that, the infinite this;
and on and on, unchanged is infinite.
Goes out the infinite from the in-
finite and there remains unchanged
the infinite’.

To have a clear conception of ‘infinity’
and to understand how infinity taken from
infinity still leaves infinity as remainder
we may resort to mathematics for help.

Take the integral numbers 1,2,3,4, ete.
They are infinite in number i.e, not finite.
For, after any number n there comes the
number n+1. Oauat of these consider the
odd numbers 1, 8, 5, 7, etc. They are also
infinite in number. Now consider the even
numbers 2, 4, 6, 8, efic. They are also in-
finite in number. Thus from the infinity .
of integers, if we take away the infinity of
odd integers, we have the infinity of even
integers still left. Here it may be thought
that the infinity of integers is = bigger
than the infinity either of the odd integers
or of the even integers. It is not so.
They denote the same kind of infinity.
That is to say, there are as many even
integers as there are integral numbers, no
less, no more. To make this clear we
resort to the notion of one-to-one corres-
pondence between the elements of two
groups or collections.
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I proceed to explain what is meant by
one-to-one correspondence. If there are
two groups of elements, say two groups
of mangoes, to be compared as to their
quantity or number, a rustic who cannot
even count, sets up a correspondence
between their -elements, setting up an
element of one group to correspond to
an element of the other, and thus sees
whether the two groups exactly tally. If
he finds an excess in one group after set-
ting up such a correspondence he consi-
ders that group to be bigger or to contain
more. If there is no such excess in any
group, i.e. if the groups exactly tally, in
other words, if there is an exact one-fo-
one correspondence between the groups,
he considers the two groups to be equal
or quite similar. This setting up of one-
to-one correspondence between the ele-
ments of two groups does not involve
the notion of number or of counting,
In a monogamous . community like the
Christian community, where there is
only one wife for every husband and only
one husband for every wife, there is that
one to-one correspondence between the
group of husbands and the group of wives
and we can say that there are as many
husbands as there are wives without any
counting or without knowing their exact
number. This cannot be said of the
group of husbands and the group of wives
in a community where polygamy prevails.
Again there is such a one-to-one corres-
pondence between the group of seats and
the group of persons present at a meeting,
provided every person is given a seat and

a seat accomodates only one person and™

no seat remains unoccupied. Without
counting or knowing their number,
we can say in such a case that there are
as many seats as there are persons pre-
sent. Two groups which have that one-
to-one correspondence between their ele-
ments are said to be similar or equivalent.
They are also said to have the same
potency or power. We may also say that
they have the same cardinal number.
Now with this explanation of one fo-to-
one correspondence and the definition of

power or potency, we can see for our-
selves that the group of integers 1, 2,
3, 4,....and the group of even integers
2, 4, 6, 8,....have this one-to-one cor-
respondence between them. Hence they
have the same power or cardinal num-
ber. - This one-to-one correspondence
is shown thus. Make any number 2 in
the group of integers correspond to 2n in
the group of even integers and make any
number p in the group of even integers
correspond to p/2 (p, being even, is divisi-
ble by 2) in the group of integers. You
will then see that corresponding to every
integer in the first group there is one
even integer and only one in the second
group and corresponding to every even
integer in the second group there is one
and only one integer in the first group.
Thus there is set up an one-to-one cor-
respondence between the elements of the

‘group of integers and the elements of

the group of even integers and we
can say that there are as many even
integers as there are integers, in other
words the infinity of integers is of
the same kind or nature as the infi-
nity of even integers, neither more nor
less. Here one may ask, “Well, Sir, the
integers include all the even integers as
well as all the odd integers and is not
that infinity greater than the infinity of
even integers?”’ No! it is not' so. The
two infinities are the same. In fact that
is one main characteristic of an infinite
group viz., that it can be put into one-to.
one correspondence with a part of itself.
Infinity itself is defined by some thus:
““A group is said to have an infinite num-
ber of elements, if it can be put into an
one-to-one correspondence with a part of
itself.” One that cannot be so put is said
to have a finite number of elements.
Now we can clearly understand how in-
finity is such that when infinity is
subtracted from it, it can still remain
infinite. Thus edgR ™) cighaosow
a3 amneaalo luwlal e
or when infinity is taken from infinity,
the remainder is infinity.—OM !
(To be continued)



Economics & Political Science for the Intermediate Students.

(By Mr. A. V. K. Krishna Menon.)

T the meeting of the Academic
Council on the 31st of January last,
I moved the following resolution : —

“This Council resolves that the number
of optional subjects in Part III of the
Intermediate Examination be reduced to
two and that Economics and Political
Science be added as a fourth part to be
studied by all the students appearing for
the Intermediate Examination.”

After some discussion, this resolution
was referred to the Syndicate for consider-
ation and report.

My object in moving this resolution
was to give our young university students
a good grounding in at least the elements
of two subjects of paramount importance
in the life of to-day. Both-are subjects of
living interest and a knowledge of them
is sure to equip the students for future
citizenship better than any other subject
prescribed for the Intermediate Examin-
ation.

The Intermediate course at present
consists of three parts. Part I is English
and Part IT is a second language which
may be one of the Classical Languages or
one of the Modern European Lianguages
or one of the Indian Lianguages at the
option of the student. Part ILI consists
of three subjects selected out of a num-
bar of multifarious subjects mentioned in
the regulations, Perhaps the change I
have proposed above, like all other
changes, may appear fo be a bit revolu-
tionary for the time being but I have no
doubt that, if the change is to come, we
shall easily get accustomed to it and the
students who enter on a university course
of studies will be all the better for it.

- The question of introducing Economics
as a subject for the Intermediate course
has recenfly been discussed at full length
in the ‘Educational Supplement’ to ‘The

Hindu'. After the letter which I wrote to
it on the question, a number of other
letters appeared and the opinion seems to
be unanimous that it is desirable to intro-
duce Economics as a compulsory subiect
for the Intermediate students. One writer
says, “The reform (that is, the introdue-
tion of Kconomics into the Intermediate
curriculum) has been long overdue, con-
sidering the vast and growing import-
ance of the study of Economiecs today.
The colossal ignorance betrayed by the
so-called educated young man on contem-
porary social and economic questions is at
once tragic and astounding. True, an
elementary study of Economics in the
two years’ Intermediate course might not

“dispel his darkness totally. But that

would certainly give a working knowledge
and enable the student to understand
what is going on around him. No
other branch of human knowledge can be
more fundamental or more useful to
human welfare than Kconomics. The
problem of man’s existence, his eternal
struggle against hunger and want, how
and why he lives and thinks as he does
and the stupendous dangers that torment
him and threaten to wreck his civilisation
today—all these vital topics come into
the province of this supreme science -
which is concerned with the wvery prin-
ciples of his social well-being.” Another
writer who has been engaged for several
years on the teaching of Economics hearti-
ly endorses the view that the study of
the elements of Economics is possible and

“desirable for the Intermediate standard.

A third writer thinks it is high time that
the Madras University should wake up
and introduce this very important and
useful subject for the Intermediate course.
There are several others taking the same




view. If it is borne in mind that one of
the principal objects aimed at in all true
education is to give such training to our
youths as will enable them to play their
part efficiently and well as citizens of the
future, it needs no long argument to lay
down that Economics is a subject which
the young students should become ac-
quainted with as early as possible in their
scholastic career. I need not, therefore,
sing its praises here to justify its introdu-
ction. Suffice it to say that its import-
ance has been realised by other Univer-
sities -and that it is a subject for the
Intermediate course in the Universities
of Bombay, Allahabad. Calcutta, and
Liucknow.

As for Political Science, I am of opinion
that this subject is no less important than
Economics. We are living in a world of
politics today and it is necessary and

have been selected from almost every
country and they are professors or heads
of Colleges and Universities of rich expe-
rience whose views are entitled to respect.
The answers to the questions—can the
Universities teach political science, can
they impress on their students a feeling
of political rights and duties, should this
study be confined to special faculties or
should it be a part of the essential course
of all undergraduates,—naturally differ
but the general trend of opinion s dis-
tinctly in favour of imparting to all Uni-
versity students a knowledge of politics,
ancient and modern, so as to equip them
for later life’. The italics are mine.
I have made this long extract in order
to show that the . question of infro-
ducing Political Science into the cur-
curricula of universities has now assumed

- an importance which it did not have a

desirable that the youths who are having -

4 university training are taught the
fundamentals of a Science which has too
much to do with our present day life. In
this connection it may not be ouf of
place to quote a portion of an instructive
editiorial in the “Literary supplement”
to “The Hindu”, dated 28th February
1933, regarding the teaching of Politics
in Universities. ‘‘Politics will become in
the years to come, a part of our being, in
a much more real sense than it is now.
The subject cannot be avoided by any-
body and should not be avoided because,
on the proper understanding of if, in its
historic bearing and in the application of
theories to the practical problems of
the day, depends the - ordered progress
of the country: The part which our
schools and colleges take in the teaching
of politics is, therefore, of the greatest
possible importance and the international
inquiry into the study of politics in
universities conducted by the Interna-
tional Students’ Service of Geneva, results
of which are embodied in a brochure
which has now been issued, has a signi-
ficance which ought to be widely recog-
nised. Contributors to the discussion

g

few years ago and that the necessity of
teaching this subject to our university
students.is being slowly realised.

Having thus dealt with the desirability -

of introducing HEconomics and Political
Science into our university course, I shall
now briefly consider the mnecessity of
introducing them as compulsory subjects.
It has been suggested by some that they
may be included among the optional sub-
jects under Part III. But here we have
to remember that the students ‘- going in
for History and allied subjects under
Part 11T are very small in number com-
pared with those who take up Science
and Mathematics. To introduce these
subjects under Part IIT will, therefore,

be of no use, if the object is to popularise -

them among. the Unversity students.
Their supreme importance requires their
being studied by all the students alike
instead of by a microscopic minority.
It may be argued that, if they are intro-
duced as compulsory subjects, the curri-
culum will become unduly heavy. This
is why I have suggested the reduction of
the number of optional subjects to two—
I have no objection to their being re-
duced even to one, if necessary—and the

el 2ok
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inclusion of KEconomics and Political
Science under a separate part. Now that
there is only one optional subject for the
S. 8. L. C. Public Examination—even
this stands a chance of being done away
with in the'near future—it is not desirable
to have more than two optional subjects
for the Intermediate. I know of bright
students of Physics in the Sixth Form
not being confident enough to take up
Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry in
the Intermediate on account of their fear
of Mathematics. If, however, the number
of optional subjects be reduced to two,
they can easily take up Physics and
Chemistry. Thus the reduction of op-
tionals to two will be a distinct advantage
to students under the revised 8. 8. L. C.
Scheme. There is also the additional
fact that the B. A. students too do not

have to study three different optional
subjects. All things considered, one of
the optional subjects under Part III can
with advantage, be removed. If still the
curriculum is found too heavy, another
optional subject® may -be taken away.
There is, therefore, no practical difficulty
of bringing about this desirable reform
and I am sure that even those who are
opposed to changes are not likely to raise
any hue and cry over the suggestion
which I have made in the interests of
our ‘young hopefuls’.

The Syndicate has to consider the
matter in all its bearings and go ahead. I
think it is up to the Madras University
to strike out a new path and show to all

the world that it can also, when occa-
sions arise, keep abreast of the times.

SAYINGS OF SRI RAMAKRISHNA.

The Hindu almanaec contains predictions of the annual rain fall. But squeeze the book

and not a drop of water will be got out of it

therein.
* *

As long as the bee is outside the petals of the lily, it buzzes and emits sounds.
when it is inside the flower, the sweetness has silenced the bee.
So with the man of devotion.

forgets sounds and forgets itself.

: L So also good sayings are to be found in books
but merely reading them will not make one religious.

One has to practise the virtue taught

* *

But
It drinks the nectar and



A Forgotten Chapter in the
History of Kerala:

The Early Migrations.

By K. V. Hrishna Ayyar, M A, L. T.

(AUl Rights Reserved.)

HE present Malayalam speaking
tract of the Madras Presidency, a
great part of which was under the Zamo-

rins formed part of the Chera or Cherala -

subdivision of the ancient Tamilakam.
The Canarese equivalent of Cherala is
Kerala. The Aryans obtained their first
knowledge of Cherala through the Cana-
rese—the ancient high-way to Hindustan
lay through Canara, Mahishmati and
Ujjain—and the land came to be called
Kerala in Sanskrit also. Though Kerala
is mentioned in the Ramayana aund the
Mahabharata, the earliest historical re-
cord to refer to Kerala is the Rock Kdict
II of the Mauryan Emperor Asoka. In
1t the rulers of the country are called
Keralaputras.

According to traditions embodied in the
Keralolpatti and the Mamakam Kilippat
the boundaries of Kerala were Gokarnam
in the north, Mysore and Palni in the
east, Cape Comorin in the south, and
the Arabian sea in the west. In course
of time the name was restricted in its
application to the country between the
Agalapuzha in the north and the Kannetti
in the south, between the mountains in
the east and the sea in the west. This
1s called Suddha Keralam or Keralam
proper in the Keralolpatti. Over the
lands comprised within these limits the
Zamorin was holding his sway when

Vasco da Gama made his historic la.ndmo
in Malabar.

The people of Kerala believe that the
country was reclaimed from the sea by
the Brahmin sage, Parasurama. Accor-
ding to geologists Kerala west of the
Ghats was the latest of the land forma-
tions in India, and it was formed by the
withdrawal of the sea, occurring more or
less simultaneously with its encroachmen$
south of Cape Comorin. Just as the
ancient books of Kerala refer to the
coming out of the country from the sea,
the ancient books! of the Tamils refer to
the sinking of the land which once existed
between the rivers, Kumari and Pahruli,
divided into 49 nads.

The history of the various migrations
by which Kerala was peopled and built
up is a matter of conjecture. The
subject has yet to be studied by compe-
tent scholars. Comparative hisbory
points to the ancestors of the present
Cherumas and Pulayas as the earliest
inhabitants and original owners of the
soil. They are ethnically related to the
negritos rf Africa, _and _Australia. Geo-

logy tel.ls ““'men:}sl of
egid mmmmmu/t were ot
15 M. Ka:rmm\ s Eighteen

Hundred Years Ago go. p. 2T and note.
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separated (as they are now) by the ocean,
but were parts of the land mass which
now forms the bed of the Indian ocean.
The evidence of rocks is corroborated by
- the evidence of race. And these people
must therefore be regarded as the survi-
vors in India of the race which had once
inhabited the submerged continent.

Nothing definite is known about their
political organisation. Arguing from
survivals we may form a vague outline of
their institutions. A large assembly used
to meet at Kannati to decide disputes
among the Cheramas living between
Valayar and Karimpazha. It was called
the Kannati swarupam ; no Cheruma
dared violate an oath sworn by the
Kannati swarupam!. This assembly
was . more than a caste meeting. It
punished not only offences against caste
but also what we .now call crimes.
Perhaps it was the folkmoot of the people
living within these boundaries. Again,
Kutallur, a village in the south-western
corner of the present Palghat Taluk, was
a religious centre, which might possibly
have been a political centre also, for the
Cherumas living in the 18 desams round
about.

The Cherumas were ousted from their
lands and sovereignty by the ancestors of
the Nayars. The ethnology of the Nayars
is one of the puzzles of Kerala history.
Fergusson regards them as closely allied
to the Newars of Nepal. ‘“In fact’, says
he?, “there are no tribes in India except
the Nayars and the Newars, who are

known to have the same strange notions -

as to female chastity, and that, coupled
with the architecture and other peculiari-
ties, seems to point to a similarity of race
which is both curious and interesting ;
but how and when the connexion took
place I must leave it to others to deter-
mine. I do not think there is anything
in the likeness of the name, but I do place

faith in the similarity of their archite-
cture combined with that of their manners
and customs.” But freedom of women
i1s no sure criterion of race, for it was
found among the Aryans tracing inheri-
tance through males. For we are told
in the Mahabharata that .among the
Uttara Madras women were once free to
divorce their husbands, however old their
sons might be, and it was the humiliation
and disgrace which grown-up sons began
to feel at their mother leaving their home
for living with another husband that led
to the abolition of the custom. . Further,
Fergusson himself admits in another
place in his classic work that similar
climatic conditions may give rise to simi-
lar architectural “styles. And modern
writers on architecture are inclined to
regard climate as a decisive factor in its
evolution. - :

According to Mr. Kanakasabhail the
Nayars belonged to the Tamil race and are
therefore of Mangolian descent. But the
matrilineal system of inheritance is fatal
to his hypothesis.

Mr. Kunhikattan Thampuran identifies

the Nayars with the Nagas? who are
believed to have once been in occupation
of a large part of India. Bub our know-
ledge of the Nagas both of Hindustan
and South India is very meagre, and
those of whom we get a glimpse are
found tracing their descent through
males.

Some regard the Samanta chiefs—who

are Nayars in everything but name—as
descendants of the Rajputs. But here,
again, the Nayar mode of inheritance
presents an insurmountable difficulty.

In the face of all these, tjll better evi-
dence is forthcoming, it is better to look
upon the Nayars as an indigenous people
of South India unconnected with any
foreigners. The only other people in
India with whom they might have had

1. Thurstan, South Indian Castes and Tribes.

2. Fergusson, History of Indian and Eastern
Architecture.

1. Kanakasabhai, the Tamils Eighteen Hun-
dred Years Ago. p. 50,

2. The Keralam, p. 6.

2
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affinities in the past are the ancestors of
the modern Bants of Kanara ; for, like
the Nayars, they trace their descent
through females.

Certain circumstances
Ghat region as their . home.

indicate the
In the

recesses of the hills are even now to be

found people following the Marumakkat-
tayam law and resembling the Nayars in
every respect. They claim to be the ori-
ginal lords of the hills. Again, Tirunelli
is specially sacred to the Nayars. They
go there net ‘only to offer worship to
the deity, .which is but a secondavy

=97 —

rule of exogamy was so strict that women
moving out of the tribal area were at once
excommunicated. Each of the tribes had
its own chief. He was not a despol; his
powers were strictly limited by the cus-
toms of the community.

This community consisted of warriors
alone. They did not call themselves
Nayars. The word Nayar comes from
the Sanskrit Nayaka, and it was origin-
ally used as the designation of certain
military commanders and officers. Later
on it was extended to all the warriors, and
now it is used as a convenient label to

motive, but to offer Pindams to the spirits -denote all those who follow the Marumak-

of the departed at the Pindappara. The
Chavers of the Vellatri proceeded to Tiru-
nelli to make their offerings to the manes
of their ‘ancestors before they started on
their avenging mission to Tirunavay.
Tirunelli in fact holds the same place
among the Nayars' as Gaya among the
Brahmins of South India. The sanctity
of Gaya is mainly due to the fact that it
was from there or its vicinity that most
of the Aryan immigrants have come to
South India. (Even now, if possible, we
perfortm our Sraddhas in our ancestral
homes). Further, at the Ariyittuvazcha
of the Rajahs of Kerala, they do not sit
on a throne but on a dark woollen cloth
called Karumpadam spread over a white
one called Vella. While it is easy to offer
such explanations* as that the white
stands for prosperity and the black for
adversity, the one for good, the other for
evil in life, the main reason sems to be
that these were indispensable in their
mountain homes. The sacredness of many
of our customs, such as, the making of
fire by friction, wearing tree-flay or the
skin of the'tiger or the deer, is due to
their having once been the practices of
our forefathers. The hypothesis of a
mountain heme, shut off from the plains,
also explains the survival of matriarchy,
which according to McLennan, was the

~ earliest form of social organisation.

~ The Nayars seem to have been divided
into a number of exogg:mous__tribeé. The

‘\‘.

kattayam law irrespective of their original
occupation. Thus, even barbers, washer-
men, oilmongers and potters, all style
themselves Nayars. :
The community of warriors was
known as the Lokar—a word which
denotes their position in society. They
formed the state, the citizens par excel-
lence. The non-warlike sections of the
community had absolutely no voice in the
determination of tribal affairs. The Lokar
consisted of all those who had gone

“through the customary military training

and who had been subsequently formally
invested with = sword and buckler in
the presence of the elders and the chiefs.
It is not known how the matriarchal
system and the military discipline came
into existence. Traditions attribute this
to Parasurama, who was to Kerala what
Lycurgus was to ancient Sparta. The
Portuguese writers of the sixteenth cen-
tury were however informed that these
systems were imposed by their kings.

“Their kings", says Duarte Barbosa?!,
“instituted it in order that the Nayars
should not be held back from their service
by the burden and labour of rearing chil-
dren”. Barros, writing later, says?:—
“They (the people) say that this is a very
ancient law among them, and that it
springs from the wish of a certain prince

1. The Book of Duarte Barbosa, Vol.II, ps 45.
2. Ibid, p. 241. : '
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to relieve the men of the burden of main-
taining sons and leave them free and ready
for warlike service to which they are
bound whensoever the king calls upon
them. No one may call himself a Naire
until he has been knighted”.

There is no doubt that the matriarchal
system, which freed the men from all
responsibility in regard to the mainten-
ance of the family and upkeep of children,
favoured the growth of a warlike people
who could devote all their attention to the
development of martial virtues.. But we
cannot believe that the matriarchal system
was introduced for emancipating men
from the task of looking after their fami-
lies. To believe that this was done by
the fiat of a single ruler, however power-
ful, is to stretch our credulity to breaking
point. No people in the world hug to
their ancient customs with greater tena-
city than the Nayars. Anyone who attem-
pted such a revolution as the substitution
of matriarchy for patriarchy would cer-
tainly have been lynched by the Lokar.
Even after the power of the Lokar had
shown signs of decline before the rising
despotism of the Rajahs, we find them
mortally afraid of doing anything that
might transgress the ancient customs.The
Cochin Rajah, it is saidl begged Pacheco
on his knees not to repeat the experiment
of arming the Tiyyas and sending them
against the Calicut Nayars—that they
might fly from them for fear they should
be pollutted by their proximity—Ilest his
own Nayars should turn against him and
expel him for his alliance with one who
sef at nought the cherished customs of
the land. HKven the Zamorin, who was
more autocratic than any other chief in
Kerala, had to bend before the declared
wishes of the Lokar. Canter Visscher?
relates how troubles broke out in Calicut
because of the Zamorin's partiality to the
Finglishman, Mr. Adams; while the palace
records tell us how in 1734 they forced
the Zamorin to declare war on Vettet.

1. The Keralopazhama, p. 58.
9. Letters from Malabar, p. 23.

Moreover the history of ancient Sparta
shows that the patriarchal system was
not incompatible with lifelong military
training. The Spartans were as warlike
as the Nayars ; but their military system
was more rigorous. Sparta was in fact
like an army in permanent encampment.
Though it tended to a certain laxity in
the marriage ties—the state even sus-
pending them on special occasions—and
to the predominance of the woman in the
household, it did not lead to matriarchy.
The conservatism of the Lokar and the
example of Sparta rob Barbosa’s state-
ment of all value. i

Conditions in Sparta also help us to
realize the bitter warfare that must have
raged between the Nayars and the Cheru-
mas. The Cherumas are found in his-
toric times holding the same position
in Kerala ag the Helots in ancient Sparta.
The Helots lived away from the Spartans
in segregated settlements; they were
attached to the land ; they could not wear
a Spartan’s dress. The only difference
was the Helots could come near their
masters, for they were their attendants.
We know that the Helots were the origi-
nal owners of the soil and the Spartan
leader, Liycurgus, who was by the way
only a mythical personage, instituted this
discipline in order to guard the country
against a rising of the Helots. The
Spartan institutions were so devised as to
forestall such a danger. The ISphors
could put to death without trial any Helot
whom they considered dangerous. The.
Nayars were more severe in the treatment
of the conquered ; for every Nayar, irres-
pective of his official position, could cut
down anyCheruma who happened to come
near him. This severity must have been
in large part due to the obstinate resis-
tance of the Chernmas.

The training of the Nayarsin the early
days of which we are speaking must have
been substantially the same as that which
Barbosa recorded at the beginning of the
XVI century. For with all their Norman-
like genius for adopting and %ssirnilating
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new ideas and cultures the Nayars re-
mained cbstinately conservative in their
tactics and equipment. They learned
nothing either from the Tamils or from
the Furopeans.

“The more part of these Nayars,” says
Barbosa,! “when they are seven years of
age are sent to schools where they are
taught many tricks of nimbleness and
dexterity ; there they teach them to dance
and turn about and to twist on the
ground; to take royal leaps and other
Jeapsii ivas-ii and they become so loose-
jointed and supple that they make them
turn their bodies contrary to nature ; and
when they are fully accomplished in this,
they teach them to play with the weapon
to which they are most inclined, some
with bows and arrows, some with poles

to become spearmen, but most with

swords and bucklers which are used among
them and in this fencing they are ever
practising..... And the Nayres are bound,
however old they may be, to go always in
the winter (¢. ¢. the rainy season) to take
their fencing lessons until they die.”

They disclaimed all peaceful pursuits
like agriculture. They never stirred out
without their arms. No other people
surpassed them in their fidelity to their
chiefs. “They are bound”, says Barbosa?,
“to the service of the King or of their
Liords, and guard them well, bearing their
arms before them by day and by night.
They give little heed to what they eat and
drink, but only to serve and to do their
duty, thus oft-times they will sleep on a
bench without any covering to protect
them who gives them their food. They
spend little money, and most of them get
no more than 200 reis a month each for
himself and boy.” '

Some Nayars were bound by the most
sacred of all ties to their lords. “If in

1. The Book of Duark Barbosa, Vol. IL.
pp. 39-40.
2" Ihud.

any way their lord is killed,” says Bar-
bosal “and they are present, they do all
they can even unto death ; and if they are
not at that place, even if they come from
their homes they go in search of the slayer
or of the King who sent him forth to slay,
and howmanysoever may be their ene-
mies yet everyone of them does his
utmost until they kill him.” These were
called the Chavers, answering to the
Comitatus of the German princes of
Tacitus. But these Chavers were not
peculiar to the Nayars., They were found
in connexion with the Tamil Pandyans
also.2

The conquest of the country was effec-
ted by the Nayars acting not in concert
but independently of one another. The
land settled by each tribe became its nad.
Kach nad, according to Mr. Liogan, was
divided and sub-divided for military pur-
poses, and these divisions were designated
“Six Hundred’, “Five Hundred” ete.
according to its allotted quota of Nayars.

The Tara or the village formed the
smallest territorial unit for administrative
purposes. The affairs of the Tara were
managed by its elders, who were called
Tarawazhis or Tarawadis, In the centre
of the village was the Manram or Mannaimn.
It was a platform constructed of earth or
stone at the foot generally of a banyan
tree. At the Mannam were the village
deities represented by pieces of roughly
hewn stones. Roofed temples and carved
images were unknown before the advent
of the Tamils. The village Kuttam or
Parisha met at the Mannam under the
shadow of the banyan tree. The meeting
of the Lokar was sometimes called Nizhal
Kuttam or meeting under the shadow.
Fven now social life in a Nayar Tara

1. Ibid, p. 48. This custom is referred to by
Sheik Zeinuddin also in his Tohfut-ul
Mujahideen, p. 61.

2. Prof. Nilakanta Sastri’'s The Studies in
the History of the Colas.
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centres round the Mannam.! The annual
meeting of the Parisha and the annual
tribal dance, which formed a very impor-
tant part of the social and religious life of
the people in ancient days and in which
we have the beginnings of Kuttu, Attak-
kali, Tullal and Kathakali, ave held at
the Mannam only.

Very warlike as the Nayars were they
were subjugated by the Tamils from east
of the Ghates. The Tamil conquest of
Kerala was like the Norman conquest of
England—the conquest of a less-civilised
by a more civilised people. They entered
Kerala from the east and established
-themselves at Vanchi, the later Cran-
ganore.

Scholars differ as to the origin of the
Tamils. Mr. Kanakasabhai is of opinion
that they came originally from Mongolia

to Bengal, and, taking ship at Tamralipti,
came to South India by way of the sea.
“Most of these Mangolian tribes”, says
he,? “emigrated to Southern India from
Tamalitti (the Pali form of the Sanskrit
Tamvralipti), the great emporium of trade
at the mouth of the Ganges, and this
accounts for the name “Tamils” by which
they were collectively known among the
more ancient inhabitants of the Dekkan.
The name Tamil appears to be therefore
only an abbreviation of the word Tami-
littis” As opposed to this view Prof. P.
T. Srinivasa Ayyangar 5 asserts that they
were an indigenous folk tracing an un-
broken descent from our paleolithic and
neolithic ancestors. The tendency of

1. The Mannam was also the centre of social
life among the Tamils in ancient days.
Prof. K. N. Sastri’s Studies in the Hisi-
ory of the Colas). This does not necess-
arily lead to the conclusion that the
Nayars were Tamils in origin. It indi-
cates only that the Nayars adopted the
language of their conquerors.

2. Kanakasabhai's The Tamils
Hundred Years Ago, p. 46.

3. The Sione Age in Ancient India and The
Pre-Aryan Tamil Culture.

Eighteen

modern research is in favour of the latter
rather than of the former view. Whether
foreigners or natives, their coming to
Kerala marks an epoch in its history.
They imposed not only their anthority
but their language on the people. Under
them Kerala was united under a single
ruler, and for a time it held the hegemony
of the south.

The success of the Tamils was due in
part to the disunion among the Nayars,
in part to the superiority of their political
and military organisation. They posses-
sed all the strength which comes oat of
unity of command and singleness of pur-
pose. The military castes among the
Tamils were not second to the Nayars in
valour. Their martial spirit was kept at
white heat by the high ideals that anima-
ted their women. Thus sings the poet!:—

Her veins protruded, her flesh hung loose,

This ancient dame, she heard her son
had turned
And fed from the battle field ; she was
angered ;
If this be so, she vowed that she would
cat off the breasts that suckled him ;

With a sword in hand, she searched the
bloody field ;
Among the slain she found her son
severed in two;

Then her joy was greater indeed than
when she bore him.

Further the invaders had a well-equip-
ped army. It consisted not only of infan-
try, but of cavalry, chariots and elephants.
They were thoroughly acquainted with
castles and castle-building, and knew
everything connected with siege warfare.
They had catapults mounted on the bat-
tlements, huge fishing rods dragged up
those who approached the walls, and with
iron spears and lances they pushed down
those who got upon them.2 - g

1. The Purananuru (Popé's translation in
the Tamilian Antiquary.)

9. Ibid.



When the Tamils conquered Vanchi
cannot be stated with precision. Plotemy?,
writing about 150 A. D., refers to the
ruling dynasty of Karoura which was one
of the Chera capitals under the name of
Kerobothras;she Periplus Maris Erythrae
written about 80 A. D., refers to them as
Keprobotras?, Pliny, writing in 70 A. D.,
calls them, Coelobothras3. There is no
doubt that these are but variants of the
Keralaputras of Asoka’s edict. Therve-
fore we have to conclude that by the time
.of Asoka, who came to the throne in 269
B. C., they had not only established their
power at Vanchi but had become suffi-
ciently important to be mentioned along
with the Pandyas and the Cholas.

While the Tamils were extending their
authority from the south, the Nambutiris
who called themselves Arya-Brahmins

entered the country from the north. The -

word Nambutiri is a compound of two
words, Nam meaning Veda and Otiyar
utters. What made the natives call

them by this name was that the chanting-~

of the Veda, unlike anything they had
been familiar with, seemed to them the
most peculiar and characteristic feature
of the new-comers.

According to the Keralolpatti these
Brahmins were brought from Ahiccatra
by Parasurama, who settled them in
sixty-four villages. 'What truth there is
in the Keralolpatti story no one can say.
It is quite possible that among those who
settled at Gokarnam, the first Brahmin
settlement in Kerala according to the
legend, were Brahmins from Ahiccatra;
and it is also possible that these consti-
tuted a numerical majority as to give the
land of their adoption the name of Ahi-
ccatra or Haiga which is the Canarese
equivalent of the sanskrit term and which
is also the name of the country round
Gokarnam. We may also admit that

1. Ptolemy's Geography (trans. by Mc Crin-
dle) p. 180, Sec. 86.

2. The Periplus(trans. by Me Crindle) p.123.

3. Quoted by Logan in the Malabar Manual
Nol:I p. 2515

Parasuramal!, who seemed to have been a
historical personage, had something to do
with the bringing of Brahmins to Kerala;
for his family was associated with Aryan
colonisation in the west coast of India.
Bhrigu was the founder of Broach ; and
it is not improbable that Parasurama, his
descendant, emulated his example by
leading Brahmin colonists to Kerala.
Or if, as the Puranas tell us, Bhargava
Rama was checked in his victorious
career by Dasaratha Rama, it is also not
improbable that he thought of - quitting
the scene of his early triumphs and re-
tiring to Kerala.

Even if we admit that Parasurama
brought the Brahmins to Kerala we are
not at the end of our difficulties. Tradi-
tion makes him not only the leader of
the Brahmins to this land but the founder
of 64 Brahmin villages from Gokarnam
southwards. But in historic times we
find these 64 villages sharply divided into
32 villages of Tulunad and 32 villages of
Malanad. The inhabitants-of the former .
were called Embrantiris and of the latter
alone Nambutiris. Further, quite a large
number of the Nambutiris were warriors,
while no military traditions have ever been
associated with the Embrantiris. The
Keralolpatti, intended to exalt the Vedic
Brahmin and make every one in Malabar
serve him, betrays the importance which
the warrior Brahmins had enjoyed in the
community. Thirty-six thousand people, -
chosen from ten-and-a-half villages and
fourteen Gotras, it is said?, received the
gift of arms from Parasurama to protect
the land. After this the Arya Brahmins
remained firnr in the land.3 These 36000
can say that the country is their janma?*.

1. The historicity of Parasurama and the
connexion of the Nambutiris with the
Aryans of Ahiccatra have been discussed
by me in “The Coming of theNambutiris”
in a previous number of this Magazine.
(Z.C. M. Veol. IV, No. 1).

The Keralolpaiti, p. 6.

Ibid., p. 8.

Ibid., p. 9.
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By receiving land, incurring thereby the
sin of slaughtering the Kshatriya heroes,
they lost half their Brahminhood.! The
Vedic Brahmins obtained their lands from
these half-Brahmins2,

The evidence of these statements is
strengthened by stray references to their
constitution. They were divided into 18
Sanghas, each of which had its own seal
or Sangha Lakshana, Kalikuttam, or
professional actors, Rakshapurush or
head, kalari or gymnasium and annual
vigil called Kanam. Their constitution
must have resembled one of those 4 yudha
jivin republics, mentioned in the Artha
sastra, like that of the Brachmanot defea-
ted by Alexander the Great.

These show that the original Nambu-
tiris, though they chanted the Veda as
every Kshatriya was entitled to do even
after the distinction between the Brah-
min and the Kshatriya was well defined,
were more warriors than priests like
Parasurama, the famous Brahma Kshatri,
whom they claim as the leader who
brought them to Kerala. The importance
of the sacerdotal caste in Kerala began
only from the time of Mezhattur Agni-
hotri, who performed a great sacrifice on
the day denoted by the chronogram, Ye-
gna-stha-nam-su-ra-kshya.3

The newcomers do not seem to have
met with any hostility from the Nayars
among whom they settled. This was due
in part to the Nayar’s recognition of the
Nambutiri’s skill in fighting, in part to
the tact displayed by them who respected
the customs and opinions of the Nayars,
in part to the awe inspired by the Nam-
butiri who claimed to produce even rain
by Mantram, in part to the facility with

1. Ibid., p. 14.
9. Ibid., p. 13.

3. Corresponding to the Kali day 1270701
(379 A. D.).

which the Nambutiri males enfered into
marital relations with the Nayar females,
who must have welcomed, if they had not
actually solicited, the approach of the tall
fair-skinned foreigmer from across the
Ghats.

Like the Aryan colonists on the banks.
of the Godavari and Kistna, the Nambu-
tiris also did not bring all their women
folk with them. Like them, too, they
would have married the women of the
people amongst whom they settled and
raised them to their status, but for the
peculiar marriage custom of the Nayars,
which allowed the Nambutiris to enjoy
all the privileges of a husband without
shouldering any of the’ responsibilities of
a father. As the Nambutiris gradually
strengthened their hold on the country
and on the minds of the people; they
naturally cast their influence against any
change in the custom that was so advan-
tageous to them. Thus it became another
reason for the perpetuation of the Sam-
bhandam with absolute freedom for either
party to divorce the other and of the
system of inheritance through females.

On the other hand, the Nambutiri com-
munity was also equally affected. From
the first their women were too few to give
every one ap-opportunity to marry within
the caste, While the marriage custom of
the Nayars operated against the adoption
of their women in the higher caste, this
higher caste had to devise some means to
provide for the supreme and imperative
necessity of continuning the family by
marriage within the caste to discharge the
debt due to the pitris. So marriage within
the caste came to be restricted to a few
males in the family. It was found more
convenient and reasonable to assign this
sacred duty to the eldest son. The
conservation of family property and poly-
gamy or life-long spinsterhood for women
as the alternative are some of its unfore-~
seen results, ; :




CNI2aflaVv2dWLWRo.

——0——

Q198 MO ADAYEBAID MM ).

BN SHEMB3Y HIBIa 1000
BN HAYDOWONV | (o 1006M w06,
AQ\M V2 2.1 20N DI N ITo

ammladcloyeas i)} 20@emwo.

9 BAVODDD] @0 190120
D@ QYO IHaIYaN MmBa e jo.
D®M202B 0O SO M D)
DOBITETY5 20520010 Q1061 1856Mo.

HjmoaImaDlselo@mace meglzozsmoaab
noor®c goalgolonilalsemiods.
@030y, 205210501]1SM@S (M SOmo

N OR0RISNSOD) gDy a1500IM A0 BN30.

©IBIWRIPHMEVIS] H0ISlsOTH292]
MIBIRISI200 ] DEIGHDEBHMEHA ]

@@ @00ma 1900 126M QMO 0 tl2dm-
MOHORSam] 0 1R o1l BLIDAIB I

m%oomamﬁmueaoamoaﬂ@@%@s@)
Fa0 885200 @GR DPIHMOINTD
50190100 EBIG 121ATNTI0] 0B 3010600 )
ETVIRJOMHIZD 2YBAN UGS HHBODSE 121000,

e@g’l%@abn_;@m 2130R NI CMVEOIE -
atoglaymeERs oy QJ@'\&_@@am%sﬂ
a0z lalwo Qmem%?nn@qﬁs}éo@mm
65211, 0.0 BHHLIM M MBITVaIBRo.

ealosahag)le osmsloaiajlswoog
2 1000e®OGOIEINYs YOEIBRILI0

[



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

parfige

s ng |01 ay2oaleilalogaels
MODIWEM I @25 1200 ]leieg 1000,
@OEANBMIZDHHID] L0 @S0 10Q
20CAICAIEEI001M &:CQIM M oMW

o eanelelnzaimlooseiGam @&abd
€216R105HaN3 ZUN0CEMO CAI®IEDalo.
DO M QY 29 BRI ERIN0 12 Mo
6Mo00® M @ede mIcslm lzRmaimmily]
A 1500H@AMDIN G192 ZLIHDEMI-
so0oat oo Mm@a oilad moaoem]206o!

2 1000D 0G| SO Quaila 200U 06e1

EMN 900000 B UI0IDY BRMOM 5540,
P10 01U @B1Q), anellg,eaemo,
AVOEDEMOIB]S® (100l e M lEBER0sIn?
oaeecailecanmewse maslwe allgalp-
Jasnzods lesaneals], sm@BEa®o o1 lg 0abd
S BHONEOSIESANE M RN )80 0 GeInIe0TI00-
8®0aN2081509® Wao 20ad ayailaflcla jlabd.
BOMJ0 DV 26M MV |0IHM06 1030
22D JOREHODMOG g2lajaidmiowssm,)
@0M OV 200 cnmﬂemsﬂsammwr‘@
mayamjmm@@']wdamo@’]mmmaﬂg:ﬂoh.
Q0B 1205201 ] allSYeRIDERw0-

€D 20D E320 &3 HaoaReiln 0 1ocd
@ a®_ 1088 M IRalls®HCo EMods 2030
@ozowlearas afloeansmIdlaln@odeailod.
30I0»aI5aIm Inaimailwe ued@D
momm’]m'}g:\mm'le_ﬂ%mmom@g@_'lcob

EMN 05000012 |FWAIHBM M o) B50-
EO0EOMISMID MO B8o_110 160 018090,

0200 B8 mewoatl2oded
@ocioa 1@ min]alloa]ay orvlaylolede




16.

8

18.

19

20.

21

2yl

o9R0IR]ladh0sNg 991520520.216mH8 |-
g10al0 MYUINB]&C0 BE BHEOHM Mo d.
23 10mOMVA0 QYW@ 200 2 ISRIIWHIITIO)
AVAM00120018a0MD HOR a50leds

() THO DRI M 15 MG 0a® EU9a -
Mamomaie)lea 2o mlalnsnae lsowmo d.
No00WsMoo 0}l aecinze raomcyzooal
621000 QJRINM &Co MIBREMOFa-ilom
0.1000G I FRAGCon a1 Y N 1og0r D
O0IWIMNILOHMISES] AIBAD®Ia 19T,
Q100983010010 IW0 013)80105HI Ho-
MI0IWMHMO @ela}ema MER!
WSloo_j! ™ @olm2dl@eaose samsl-
20000 SOEBERIS GRellej0allnsocal.

@D A320001H0IS 600 Ba10HMO aldE-
Tymseaz eylo! aElag jo@snmeeago
§a0 MMM BE]esmam)inoeh

Zomoo)mlgjars] aoanggelealoo!

03108106 M B0 DEBESMITNNAIDY-~
QD) BEROS 11010000 @DSMWeRo.

)Y T0@ AM 6L AOLY®OTNI
m@mmmﬂy@mamm’\am &30 B S0,
aooe_latey Slmom allezesa i@ -
Sloom_ieaosmailaiajmid! allgamo.
MOOHESD w0200 010105 0B0TY)-
2ODTHHZ|SIHD MOTIAVEIERIBIAIC0. .




ARV WI B I axt” .

2)0012)95® 21 lEE2Y@M@® - AV
B0)2R6RJ0.  BD@E PRI AT
0_\1()_9_’1@63@015500‘] eeninw88eMI0 o
@M1 BEENI0Yo A IHadO @00

T —allawlssmo’ @DAIDHAMD GOV

0. @600 EENMEDe  al0sgSail
21’ amawoo  2emoniléoomsea o
9 G3UMBER Mo 2HOOIBAIM mgB'l
£1086 10 @ISHBIMD® D @OaHHRAD IO
Q. BAGAIM’ EIaHNND @YD &80
o ®lailoo &¥laj@gatomd qvowsles

MDE].  WMAMOIDIEle ), Bol3

mowoejo R), ePIwlwIwoele - GoA), -

@DEEIUlomoeio (BA), @DLEMINIWI
elo o), ollpammowoele ), @daH
oW YWD ]dNem Rallddalond v
wlowlgy. @@mlem  @r®laimoamo
20a)MAIEWINHG IS @) BoaUW
£IEWO MUISHMITD BOMIN! @Y @daH
o® Gatoatilg{lasalomeewo agjaico
@aleaeaBO! BI®RYCVO AW
oS 28 Govayo!; |
ZEIWIBBINQAS @D UM I&auo o)
QOO AIBIDIAIBHOBI® B MIHEM
@M aloQath ©oABB. &G ©0R)
OO oot Ga0at]a)nIBREMeRH; ) mb
@D @) 0ROV oe) BVEE)IU3|HhEoaH
®WOQIAMO. A JOIDM HILITID EHISD

alelo @s) momo&%u@woaﬂ%mmﬂ &
@O 2LIWIR@IHDWIEN .
Q100 a)@@o Gatootilay @y21900 QI
Mm@ @y 2e198 BIHWHS
M’ ag)amIsm 2 BHOSONGE lejo 20Q0
2eIWIREH D0 IEWIU)|DSEEEMo;

0g)MoTd D@6 RLIWIRRIHAS O

A@hHO

auolo)

ooim;lelo GaloarsMo Blgewes.

DM IeWIM EMIGHMNED MOAHS
DsweIBS NIGRIMEID)EEER M.
QI0Pale A l0HWISMEICd Blee ali@
@ag0 Mg alello  §aiewInass al
®EJ. - alel  oI@ER8c AMeMNEMoo
adonE 9 oealldsdwoe GO Icd @)
BOOWIMo HAIPBHQo HAIPYMD. Y
Qi ‘10000 |@Bc’ o)m@slo oilal
0OROICINAIM BB MHAVHAIMNAJIRD
Boatde’ aleil® 9o 1B:0e@0Mo §.019)
mlgl. 8@ ‘ai@elaicivmaiololas
Mmool R SHILIBTMIRo MABES aIg)
#aaich muowlleowlalews ©D @oale
QGO BBIWIREIHES D6M)20 9 M
o] &lg0i00b eI’ ‘EmMSle0
emlm) ‘@oimnae! aomelowal o

6MNEoNOBLBIWIBL{0HAIIMBS. OO

* 1932 adlavaud aorvomle saotwlcdaas
9 MSIEIW 6@ gFNTWaIS)en®lc muamomo
R0 deeeg’,




= R, A

Me2amI96MaM B0V UBETDIT @Y
€21001)216M0EANSNBMI NG - :

2EIWORRIHWSS  EDUYM Idallal
comadlmlemgjoc] @gla@smm  alo
swsmelololasmm.  @om)goaneglodm]
m 2eiogomicaids’ mzEla ol
a1 &@R00 WOV0Se ©eENED:elo Bal
@2 o Iodm oo’ mny@owa,@'lemm"
0g© oY &0 ODE] 201 lgene?
@D MBS BH006MAAAMIEMN 2 MODHS
‘a1e8 comoa leado o’ @_g%cﬂmbo’mgo

sollmsenigaini - @OROWIEIGI0N0
BOM)B0aN IS 0101800 EDRJ06OO

o agy@elom amaplatode? @0m)B0

A MM 2cimIsoolsaids’ o)

@ dmlwlcd mzEla eaig@o 2
@oa o oD lan (BYOGQQOQM&,@TGQJ&&"
@VEMBIZ0 0OlWo® Sl mzEla
HAUYPDIOQ )0 B0 21RO ]
SSIMENEIAHNEAI0 DM 29@ED Aal
©o280U@ss mblm mgy mleiwlcd
$6M0I00d MIwleaw8s .

2EIWIRERI HQHS @D UM laaus o)

51@8:‘00'} BMIHBEIUICe il @30
©lod axmm® ‘a0l ecmg ool

oM. 10006M | BEoaNe )M &
95 @ 210l@o .ﬁ:maﬂgmonb Q)0
MHAM 10O BhEleomego.
g temland,  © meovYOo glabd,
2 eMowlnion)wd, & mabmaljed g
2I0DAIMAS ©LOOGNR Q1010 o—ael
©I8BIHNIBAINHEMAm M’ ®latlano

agaicd mwlay @Y QB 108IMeSs
muoditlagd 010l@es—ag)om’ 221w o]
arlgjco @omm’  2aiwogomlim’ 9am
amalg).  e@os@egid, msal, asar’,
HOIMEM], B oMM et Bmew
0I@HS Cal@dHCo AE@2L106M @VOIM®
05 010l@o @YW |&Ec1dHOD2yEe|0
ag)M” BoH8EMIs0e ‘@l  ayru
Mo’ ag)»MOOD BI@BA a0 &D
EMMSS .

“opaceld cl@@ames:lel

2o@a gl I®000m 1 amm a0

| HO@BEINeL BRIDISBIHW I 9ol

CWONABS. 0 ) WHEBT HOWHAAD @)
gjo 2 1060MAIERI0.  EOD 2 10 lm0a 1
020 ‘Gr’'olodmlim’ cano a@ Mal
‘B0’ QIGREM&HAR 10D MILHS MSW IGd
@OMNAI] o0 &hear0c—a JOOmM Qo
matlmaizo udg&m&agqm’l@ am
esaien]’  osmewlclansmoe, @O@
@ag|oCo @pl. @DEElam B® ‘esel
Euo!’ aunoa ilé8aiomosm’ audhel @9
MV BB0 9©2)BleHBD @D
@BEaVHRIDHAD M 1) e 12806
Qlo B EVEIWOMBRJO0D GG (Vo
@ @oem’.

@DWm)®80a1c)m)  mam  &aw
2oclwlclasm.  @v2le aipjmoe ailg)o
gjomo axglajocd @vad aaileaol;
eI MeAY®)
‘a0ail

@I00U3 | &I
G I® um«gagﬂs@@@amﬂ.
cbajaigleas @2aoooeRlsmmo “edmo



T By

omeMalanl de ajom’mo alosom

ailel GEIAIMNEEHL YOGV,  fo6e]
am saiPMmalscho Gaid al@oolan

- @il —oolaaalenel); @oajelaims
29 1QEMIEAR @ HallHIMOCB &

Calle@odaicas e Mgy a06mud)
@228 0160 HallOw§@alome ceial
NEEHRFDAIOMo @SEBOAY:  GalDlam

e@oacla) avooeo @alglalls @od
S@0Mmo ey,

221IBRIHHW um?qﬁsfgem']aej
OO 1B8010Mo6M” 83000  aI0lauOD

- gs@slololdama.  auolemo Kol
' @G olwow
86D 0g)aM Mot lednsnelwlolasmn.

@oma«uomey@anUocoam ™ lossmm

asmooailodgslwd

@’ @oelc eald el am. ™o
& 2EIIRE0NVIAISS M OOHS
01010001 #3010000  B20HOEA_IDaHNENIGI0:]
M G0lNGM Zogheade MHengailslasnio
Mo B IED@ILE ] BRD00I) @0
an’.  0l00woeIBE pe10ede  Baiwd
280031 @Iwomallatie@owlolsssmo.

@9a:10(0)M® &0 MDRITUBIO0W
24580 056Mm; |od ReIwaEIN
©Y’ 2M2Mo DENRIBD DM B2y -
HOM. B0ati0E M ®]®d  @oaxtoglayas)
#9890 IQSO@ER0W AOHABE @D 2]
GOSN @00U ST 2y @06N2000  ERY@GEO]
A0

ag)os GRAIAICID,
gomlwd algpoil,




S 3l dhN.

00@)©aa10tMIe Wods &Sleom mlgoeaall
WO HVOMBEEISTEY) 0 )@ lepRHRMM 1Eatocd.
2looRlsaez0a ®ailoiBmaydetess
o ayloe ailmlgglow allasgan.
anFRaIRAEMDIomal 12900100105 WE
R0 s2aonaiell  §0198300) HERJ0a10&0.
DD &HOmIggeny 200", 0@ wlet 2l¢laflsy
HVDNHD OHHO QBT 20OEREHBIM 3B .
o0 200 Mgy 20w’ mldnerzoalesall-
HRIMEA0D BENIMo B&HCoBIMY, NMLBOD
@005 a135lamlad oM. wolglew
aacm_!mmomoaaﬂsam@']aaﬁﬁ@oem‘%
ol _sa20a0melaymnomuiiale asoino
2100 1010 YBMom acdo 8alogleda lanegyo a&0og ]
@polalcd alogmeth—alainegs smoiemo?
019010 2§52 FRIER06000M0 @y 1Al GaloEs.
@100 paIslQam Blainmneg |oeeidkas,
senlanyoeo2w coOR 1Y RIelsaMy.
agloaailg s, emolo@eme, amglo

3 &3 100212J0@ 98 0von@ato, HlaRalmyo
EO@ogimogles @mlwoaiaisgmo
01200l 88a0 BlaigRo @OEM o EMAnd

®olaiad? maism g uogmacﬁmosﬂsa@
1001PAIDRM@ID VWSS 530D,
& E0ERA 2 BHOM IMOHMN MMOGD Bso) -




Ry

WWebR9e aL)BROMICH 8998I MYAYMo.
200lQe @som0n flam 2@oe 2lacleacdo
@0100200 035@lalod avo.cﬂg__é 6eE29M).
@ 1Qo aIBOd MIWoHILIEBEHLIM Eatonal
Wl loeg}oc]es e2vm@omlaiemmosimood.
$026niowH]e) ehoa 12 lgjryowl-
%ﬂazmoﬂgmwm@smmﬁoo oago @alo.
B0 WMo, HAO0, EMIFo, EONHA MM AW 1m, 6
asmewlgflalemp 88male mu_icmomam.
0015000 aHBOOTI EoIBM To_I0ES0;]
sollsomaigleeaods o el iy aazlod
MIWE200IS0 @ gl 0l mm«gmg’]
| 210MH@EBlaM@EN200? 9 sneatocd aglwlay.
501012 1M WIQSS 6] AIEN IGINIBD
OBMo §a1M M 0 HAIHSBEAD MM EM D02
BOGINEMA 61168300 28bjoean aile@mgemiode
2010)0l21060moele &la1>0MHNIS ODER?
arldi0190 )05l @odso at moayjad qyuoeleolod
WOVGA N0 alISE20 amo @ o
&012001500d dhoosilailseao atewomlusl?
BHILIo HBHIAINNIND 0 IaM G eI B8e20T
mlumeiganlwose amollmoc Bamom Slato
v al2oewelamy elamailad n_g)em:mﬁm
@) B00o0 o lmilesnBluome aym-
2)®1E_1082 1@ e goa100ai e 1502
: @00 lpaioBelo, ée:g"lm'?@emoman%ﬂgﬂ
$210aM0 GOBEMI0C0 200D 219506 IINEL
glamailad aHeooocd @laslmleymeems]
©)eMeMo 0.J0COMS8 21950 LIM AW .
ol mio (YKl atooimad atodddatoad
mm@éﬂmmg o800 0 lsee20? :




Lot =

@BK6Mo nucmoeW%_ sdmlow aigoimoload
elamoralommomio 6a19)Mmlsgjommoso.
faieabo Beosganilmymeloos wome L2
Blainledoysmomlase pemom claisomansso
BOLIHBIMMBB0 &M 16D 1SN Had TN
Q€20 6210600 26003 Me) lWosImEIms
dflay0emo 9019 VB0 M WM o®
@laemBad 210l88MY), 8w3j010m laiad. apmo.
o@egjogo wm ailamoailslwleyma samod
5BHHLIYo B06Mo BDBI0I &Y lwoeoDmad
-ngmocmoah mey 2@)dwlaiod, sY
Dgjoeumnacolc slhailoag'{lsinod.
OO0 BEEYT IGNAD1BOOIDAUOD |B-
ailangeto 062000 T ALY

ail ail. @dmanmonowemad,
gm’]@zbfm?g),q ool




The

Hatted Calf.

M Drama in Three Hcts.

By Mr. C. P. Kesava TJargan, B. A. (Hons)
(Old Boy)

PERSONS OF THE PLAY
Kittu, an unemployed Graduate.
Chimmukutty Amma, his mother.
Balan, his younger brother.
Ithaman Nair, maternal uncle.
Madhavi, uncle’s da,ughtex

A Servant boy.
. A Coolie.

Scenee—~Act I The Portico of an old
; Tarwad House.
Act II' A clearing in the kit-
chen garden.
Act IIT A Room in the house.
Time— One Day (from early morning
to midnight) in the Present
Time.

e

Aot 1.
MORNING OF A BRIGHT DaY.

[The portico of a middle-class Malaya-
lee house of great antiquity. It has a
door directly in the back ground, opening
into the inner apartments of the house,
and two side-exits. For the rest it is
sereened off from the courtyard on either
side by painted bamboo-mats very like
curtains. Two massive wooden pillars
with gaily decorated architrave—faded a
good deal—stand in the foreground, on a
higher level than the courtyard from
which three or four stone steps lead up
to the polished jet-black, uncarpeted
floor. The courtyard is bare, and as the
curtain rises, Kittu is seen crossing it in
the direction of the stone steps. He
carries a suit case and is accompanied by
a Coolie carrying two heavy trunks on his
head.

In the Portico though there are a cou-
ple of broken chairs and a bench, four
people are standing, Chimmukutty Amma
and Ithaman Nair leaning against the
pillars in the foreground, and the youn-
ger people Balan and Madhavi, against
the white wall on either side of the door.

Chimmukutty Amma has a fair com-
plexion but a loose mouth and nervous
eyes give her the appearance of an ex-
ceedingly weak soul who wonld endure
rather than inflict, and escape rather than
endure a hardship. She is dressed in the

typical old Malayalee style of home-dress,

1. e., not dressed at all above the waist,
which is a costume perhaps beyond the
power of the ordinary stage-manager to
provide. Ithaman Nair too is scantily
and conventionally clad, and in other res-
pects just a good-humoured old Malaya-
lee gentleman of the old school, fast
vanishing, not afraid of toddy, bare-bre-
asted females, and down-right expressions.

Balan and Madhavi are of the new
generation who have definitely broken
with the old, in matters of dress. and
manners. Madhavi should wear only a
tight-fitting bodice, being at home, and
Balan may at the most have a shirt on,
but even that may be most properly dis-
pensed with, under convenient circum-
stances. Both of them are, for the rest,
as bright and good-looking as you can
imagine ; but they must rigidly abstain
from looking at each other too often. |

The Coolie:—(after being helped to
unload). Guf! Goof! Gof !

CHRCIT RSN
Eabile s DML 4

Kittu:—Here, take this (giving money)
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The Coolie:—(after receiving it, puts
on an ingratiating summer smile) Gof!
I fear I have sprained my neck. :

Kittu:—A brisk walk is the best thin
for a sprained neck. To be effective it
must be taken at once.

The Coolie:—(Smiling broadly) These
are hard times, Sir.

Kittu:—So I’ve paid what I promised,
haven’t 1? A bargain is a bargain.

Ithaman Nair:—Give the poor devil a
quarter anna and send him away.

Chimmukutty Amma:—But that’ll only
encourage him to ask for more always.

Kittu (smiling): —Uncle, you are really
demoralising the lower orders. (Balan
glances at Madhavi and she nods signifi-
cantly. “Did I not tell you ?”, his glance
seems to ask; and she replies in -effect,
“The stinking miser ") ;

Kittu:—(happening to notice the dumb-
show) Here, take this and be off (Exit
Coolie, by the side of the court yard,
looking none too pleased with the tip.)

Tth.—Come up and rest your limbs a
while; you must be tired.

Chim:—Carrying that bag yourself
after paying a man for it! When will
you leave off such bad habits and begin
to take care of yourself?

(Kittu gets up and takes a chair oppo-
gite to Ithaman Nair, and he smiles af
Balan and motions him to a seat, but the
latter smiles away and doesn’t budge)

Chim:—(moving) I must go in for a
minuate and make some tea. -

Madhavi:—(speaking for the first time)’

T’'ll make it, mother. (She darts in, so
to say, through the central door, without
waiting.for consent). :

Chim :—(with a glad look) The darling!
(Its application is not quite clear for her
eyes are dwelling on Kittu towards whom
she is moving. She finally seats herself
on the bench facing the audience, with
her back to the door) Now, Kittu, how’s
your health ? . How’s it you have grown
so thin? Were you ill, without writing
to me ? ‘

Kittu :—1'm’ alright, mother.
you were half as well as I am.

Chim ;—That is what you always say.
How old you look! In these two years
you seem to have grown older than your
father at his death! What is wrong with
your hair? Why, you're almost bald ?

(Kittu shuffles uncomfortably in his
seat like all wealthy people when their
appearance is made too much of to their
faces).

Tth ;—(laughing) Don’t be alarmed.
It is only the family trait after all. A
question of sooner or later ! Well, well,
how about your mission? "How did you
fare in your attempt ?

Chim = (eagerly and nervously) Aren’t
you too tired ? Had we not better wait
till you’ve taken your bath and food and
a short nap before falling on business ?

Kittu :—(ignoring her) Uncle, T have
done every thing humanly possible these
two years to secure the kind of work I
am fit for, and earn the barest pittance.
But it has been no use. I have lost ali
hopes for the future too.

Chim :—(rising from her seat, in a
fiutter of evident distress ill-coneealed)

I wish

I must be off to the kitchen. We have
got up a small feast for you. My boy

(tearfully) how very glad we are to see
you home at last ! (Exit)-

Kittu :—(moves restlessly in his chair
and turns to Balan a trifle sharply). How
do you do? Why do you stand there
like a mummy ?

Balan :—1I was listening to your story.

Kittu :—Story | Do you question th
truth of my words ? : ;

Balan :—Yon haven’t finished-

Ith :—Quarelling already! How's it,
Balan, that you are quite mild and reason-
able with all people except your own
brother ? Shame !

Kittu :—Never mind, uncle, he is only
jealous of me.

Balan :—Of you! Pray what for ?

Kittu :—For getting a college education
and all sorts of advantages which you
were denied.
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Balan :—Bah! I should be a fool to
envy youw anything. Considering—(He
scowls and goes out by one of the side-
exits with his hands crossed behind, in a
Napoleonic reverie.)

Ith :—Well, well, let it pass. These
are days when respect for elders survives
only in copy-books and the memory of
old men. Now tell me all about it. Did
you interview all the heads of Depart-
ments as the headmaster advised you?
‘What exactly are these ‘heads’ like ?

Kittu :—(smiling) They are just big
officials drawing huge salaries of a thous-
and rupees and more a month, and at
present in a very bad humour owing to
the ten per cent cut,—all human beings
at bottom.

Ith :—A thousand rupees a month!
Why, man alive, it’ll keep the likes of us
comfortably for two years! And what
did these Nabobs tell you?

Kittu:—That they were powerless to
- help me. There is the Commission.

Ith : —~And what is that ?

Kittu :—They too are high government
officials whose function is to distribute
posts.among qualified candidates.

Ith :—Well that sounds grand! It is
quite a new thing. Are there so many
posts nowadays that a special commission
. has to be set up to distribute them.

Kittu :—On the other hand there are
so few that it is necessary to avoid a
scramble. The commission referred me
fo their notifications which was a polite
way of showing the door.

Ith :—Why ?

Kittu :—Because these always referred
to somebody else, never to me.

Ith :—Ah, in my days it was all so
different. Then the trouble was about
passing examinations. Once you pass,
the jobs used to hunt for you instead of
your hunting for them. Now what with
these commissions and omissions even
‘the biggest examinations are not worth a
rap. .
Balan:—(quietly coming in unobserved,
listens to the latter part of his speech

and observes from behind him). On the
other hand, uncle, they have now made
it possible for a man’s real worth o show
itself. In those days when every gradu-
ate got a job few graduates must have
been worth their salt. Now indeed we
have degree-holders who control the tra-
ffic, sweep the crossing, and pull frucks
in our cities, because they are fit for
nothing else.

Kittu ;—Uncle, he thinks merit deter-
mines a man’s worldly position.

Balan -—What else does according to
you ?

Kittu :-—His wealth and connections,—
birth in fact you would say the same if
you knew a little more of the world than
what you get in books.

Ith :—Of course, it all depends on
birth, and that depends on karma.

Balan :—I refuse to believe it. A
man sinks or soars according to his own
innate qualities. You at any rate, can’t
complain of birth after receiving an ex-
pensive education.

Kittu :—A man must do what he can,
not what he would.

Balan :—I have no patience with a
fool who is content to remain what he is
and complains of destiny.

Ith :—Balan, shut up there. You don'’t
know how to talk without being abusive.
Now, Kittu what kept you so long in
Madras if things were so bad as all that ?

Kittu :—The hope of something better
turning up. I knew we were almost ruined
already, though mother has always care-
fully kept me in the dark about the real
state of affairs here. I dared notf return
empty-handed.

Ith :—That was silly of you.

Balan :—*The thief gone with so much
and so much to find the thief !”

Ith :—(Sharply) who is the thief ?

Kittu :— (Pacifying him with a smile

and a gesture) He’s only quoting froma
book and means no harm. I was likea
gambler who doesn’t stop- playing when
he is on the verge of bankruptcy but
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stakes his last coin on the chance of
winning or losing all.

Ith :—So it has all to come fo this that
education is a gamble ?

Balan :— (With unction) never. It is
still the one and only thing worth having
in life,

Kittu :—(Sarcastically) That may be ;
but investing money in it with the hope
of a return is just like taking tickets in a
lottery where the prizes are a hundred of
varying value and the blanks are a hun-
dred thousaud.

Ith :—(meditatively). Why didn’t you
try some private service? In these days
everybody can’t be made comfortable by
the government.

Kittu :—1I tried, without success. The
private employer has always his own
people to provide for.

Ith :—So, the long and short of it, is—

Kittu +—(with a smile looking at
Madhavi who enters with the tea-things)
there’s tea !

[They help themselves silently. To-
wards the end Chimmukutty Amma enters
once again hurriedly].

Chim :—Kittu, now go and have
your bath. Balan, what are you idling
here for? Can’t you come and help me
a bit with my work ? (Kittu and Balan
go out by the side-exits each severally,
the latter scowling and in the habitual
Napoleonic attitude of reverie) Well.
Madhu, you may take a little rest after all
that smoke (Chim gathers the tea-things
and makes her exit through the central
door).

Ith:—(left alone with his daughter, He
appears to meditate, with his legs out-
stretched and his shining bald head
glistening, finally pulls himself up, takes
a pinch of snuff and faces about) Balan is
unreasonable. It is true they are practi-
cally ruined. But everybody thought the
money spent on Kittu’s education was
well invested at the time.

Madhavi :—What aboat these two
years ? Should he not realise how the

‘money was raised which kept him in

Madras ? 1t doesn’t take such a long
time to find out what he has found out.

Ith :—He must have been feeding on
false hopes. And his mother, you may
depend on it, never informed him of the
true state of affairs here.

Madhavi :—Oan the top of it comes this
feast in honour of his home-coming. I
should have refused point-blank to come
today, but for you.

Ith :—Ah, it would have given her
pain, and I shouldnt care to, at my time
of life, for she’s a good soul. Yet;, my
sister is a fool in some matters, for
example, she thinks you were dying to
see Kittu and would simply jump at an
invitation.

Madhavi:—(reddening).
onable,

Ith: —(Smiling mischlevously)
course.

Madhavi:—(In greater confusion) Fa-
ther, don’t,—His luck has nothing to do
Wxth it.

Ith:—T am glad to hear that.

Madhavi:—But you don’t believe me.
I wonder what you find in him. Heis a
thoroughly useless sort of person. This
house is heavily mortgaged; all the family
property and jewels have been sold long
ago ; they are almost about to starve but
for this post that Balettan has been pro-
mised ; and yet to hold g feast to receive
him who is responsible for everything !
Do you know where the money comes
from today ?

Ith :—Something or other has been
put up the spout, I suppose.

Madhavi :—The old bronze lamp which
has been in the family for a century.

Ith;—I remember, when their father
was alive, once some tourist: gentlemen
from the west came for a sight of it on
hearing about its age. They offered a
hundred rupees for it and were refused.

Madhavi:—She got no more than
twenty, and that won’t last very long.

Tth:—Liuckily Balan escaped college.
His post in the Elementary School will
fall vacant in a week’s time.

She is unreas-
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(A servant-boy enters and says some-
thing in a murmur to Madhavi.)

Madhavi:—Alright. (Exit boy) I hate
the sight of the kitchen today. (She rises
and makes for the door).

Tth:—(Calls out after her) Madhavi,
mind, not a word that’'ll wound her fee-
lings, not even a look, or a gesture, (she
turns back and smiles brightly).

Curtain.
Act 11,

(The same day evening about 50’clock.)

. [A roughly semi-circular clearing in a

kitchen-garden full of plantain trees and
grass: There is a clump of stones covered
with moss, a convenient seat for two or
three. Avttu is pacing up and down in
front of the stone-heap in a gloomy way.
He looks melencholy asa gib-cat and
moody as a caged lion, There is a wind-
ing path clearing an opening in the thick
crowd of plantains which reveals vistas of
bamboo fences and a stile set in a mud-
wall. ]

Madhavi (enters suddenly and breath-
lessly and seeing him comes to a dead
stop): Ah!!!

“Kittu :—Well? So you are here. 1
knew you would come.
~ Madhavi :—(with a blank face and chill
and dry tone) I didn’t know you were
here.

Kittu :—Now that is a lie. In the
whole place this is the most convenient
spot for a secret meeting. I suppose you
didn’t come to enjoy the beaunties of
nature. I wonder why we become less
truthful as we grow older and come to
know the value of truth better !

Madhavi:—(hotly) Why should I tell a
lie ?

Kittu :-—Precisely why shoald you ?
There is no harm in telling the truth.
It is only natural you should -want to see
your cousin alone and give him a chance
to talk to you. :

‘Madhavi :--But—

Kittu :—(interrupting her). But since

vou could not bring yourself to utter the
truth there is something wrong in it.

Madhavi :—How could I know you
would be here ?

Kittu ;—By instinct. Besides as I told
you this is the most suitable place for a
meeting.

Madhavi :—You are flattering yourself
too much.

Kittu :—I wish I were. But I am not
sure I am. Don’t tempt a man who you
know is not good enough for you. A girl
must always look up in the matter of
choosing a husband. To encourage a man
who is equal or inferior to her in status
is the biggest mistake a woman can make.

Madhavi:—What else ?

Kittu:—The Fairy-Prince you read of
in books who will love you for your own
sake and whom you will love for his own
sake is a creature of moonshine ‘useful
enough to keep boys and girls from mis-
chief during their adolescence. When they
grow up they had better find out solid
men and solid women for mates and it's
the money-bag that makes weight. A
poor man you'll find is always essentially
a rotter and no good as a husband.

Madhavi:—I did't ask for your advice.
Your lecture has been quite a treat (red-
dening alarmingly as she emphasises the
last word). I am going (on the verge of
tears.)

Kittu:—Wait a minute. I'll go first,
for I don’t want to drive you away. St;ay
here and compose yourself, and enjoy the"
beautiful open air and landscape. (smiling
ironically, he goes away. - Madhavi, left
alone, sits on the stone-seat, covers her
face in her hands and sobs violently.)

Balan:—(entering abruptly and excited-
ly) Madhu, Madhu, what is the matter?
‘What did he say or do to you, the brute!
(He goes and places both his hands on.

her shoulders and shakes her gently. She

looks up).
Madhavi:—Oh, it’s nothing (she trles
to smile.)

Balan: —Mind, no secrets between us: -
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Madhavi;:—Where were you this morn-
ing? They were all much annoyed by
your absence at dinner.

Balan:—I have been to see your
mother. Youw know I couldn’t relish
today’s feast !

Madhavi;—Why not, when I was

there ?

Balan:—Still I couldn’t digest what
they were eating. Well, now tell me
why you were erying just a moment back.

Madhavi:—If you will sit down quietly
and patiently I'll tell you. Don’t get
into a passion.

Balan:—(Sitting down by her side) —
come, tell me.

Madhavi:—I came here half expecting
to see you, for it was getting late and I
have to go home before dark.

Balan:—Well ?

Madhavi:—But I saw your brother
instedd, and he began to tease-me.

Balan:—The brute ! What did he say?

Madhavi:—He advised me nof to run
after a poor man !

Balan:—The beggar! Curse him! If I
am good enough for you, am I not good
enough for him ?

Madhavi:—He said a poor man is
essentially a rotter.

Balan.—And whose fault is it that I
am so poor today, his or mine ? Coward!
it was always his way to attack me be-
hind my back. ‘I wish he would say
these things to my face.

Madhavi:—But to me the most sur-
prising thing is how he came to suspect
there was anything between us.

.~ Balan:—He is mad, stark, staring mad;

and in his wild way he guesses truths, I
suppose. As proof of his madness look
here. ' (He produces a letter.)

Madhavi:—What is it ?

Balan:—I mef our boy carrying this to
the post and the demon of curiosity
prompted me to take it from him. You
see it is addressed to the local Sub-
* Inspector of Police; that in itself was

sufficiently curious.

Madhavi : —(looking  virtuously
proachful.) That was unbecoming.

Balan:—1I know ; I have never done it
before. What made me do it today ?
Perhaps I was thoroughly upset by fast-
ing the whole day as 1 have been, when
I stooped to do it.

Madhavi:—Fasting ! Oh naughty boy!
Did not mother ask you to dinner ?

Balan:—She did and I fibbed as a
matter of course. How could I tell her
I had come all the way for a meal with-
out giving her pain? We shan’t mention
it any longer. I have been already
punished for all my sins ever after I
opened this letter. Do you know what
it contains ? Listen (reads)

The Police will find by the time this
reaches you, a dead body on the railway
line at the entrance to the third cutfing
from the station. It belongs to myself,
one K. Krishnan Nair, a gradnate, who .
came home from Madras this morning.
I commit suicide willingly being unable
to prolong an existence which is a burden
to others as well as myself.

Madhavi:—(Turning pale and clatching
bis hands, asks hoarsely) what does this
mean ? :

Balan:—It means that he has come
home to commit suicide. But Madhnu,
don’t you see how delicate my position
now is? I curse my folly in meddling
with what does not concern me. I am
not sure even that is not a sinful wish.

Madhavi:—Why, you must stop him.

‘Balan:—I bate him! But somehow
this letter burns my hands. 1 would do
anything to save him ; but what can T
do? Shall I report the matter to the
Police and get him arrested ?

Madhavi:—Oh 1 What a scandal ! will
vour mother survive it ?

Balan :—Shall I keep quiet and let
things take their course ?

Madhavi :—Can you ? &

Balan :—1 can’t. I should feel like his
murderer ever afterwards. (A cough is
heard from the direction of the path,
some one approaches).
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Madhavi :—1t is he !

Balan :—Not a word
We must think more about it.
enters).

Kittu :—(turning from the one to the
other, ironically) Am I intruding? (waits
for an answer, but they are silent) I hope
not. Well, brother, we missed you very
much at dinner this morning. You have
a strange way of showing your affection
to the darling elder on his return home.

Balan :— (passionately). do you know
what you were eating today ?

Kittu:—(Smiling) Well, however much
it may shock you, I do ; and yet I enjoy-
ed the feast then and enjoy it now in the
retrospect.

Balan :—Then it is more than I could
do.

Kittu ;,—DBalan, I wish you were a
little more restrained and worldlywise in
your ways. - I'm afraid you are no better
than a rough diamond. A few years at
the university might have polished you
splendidly, the more’s the pity! you
might have stayed at home and attended
the feast since I was there. For one
thing, it was keeping up appearances.

Balan ;—Damn appea,ra,nces' I hate
to keep up appearances.

Kittu :— Another mistake ! For that is
the only way to see through them. Now,
for example, you have read the parable
of the Prodigal son, haven’t you ?

Balan :—And I know 1ts application
too.

Kittu :—Of course I am the Prodigal,
You have guessed that alright. But you
haven’t understood the episode of the
fatted calf ! :

Balan :—I have seen it being killed
and dressed for dinner today.

Kittu :—(turning to Madhavi) and you
have helped to dress it. And both of you
have admired the spirit of the sacrifice ?

Madhavi :—Why, it was admirable.

Balan :—Though offered to the most
unworthy Prodigal that ever was.

. Kittu :—And both of you have hated
and despised the Prodigal ?

of the letter.
(Kittu

Balan :—1I did.

(Kittu turns to Madhavi and waits.)

Madhavi : —(fiercely) I did.

Kittu :—(smiling  sardonically) you
were both wrong. The Prodigal deserved
pity. The fatted calf is poison to him !
(They, B, and M. look at each other
with perplexed meaningfulness) Self-sacri-
fice is the virtue of the majority ; that is
why it is so popular. There is no merit
in it. It makes the sacrificer comfort-
able and self-satisfied at the expense of
the idol ; that is why it is so common in
the world. In fact most people are ever
on the look-out for a fit idol to sacrifice
themselves to.

Balan :—I don’t know of many mothers
who have ruined themselves again and
again for a scape-grace son.

Madhavi :—Who is ungrateful enough
not even to do her justice in his thoughts.

Kittu :—I'm glad you begin to under-
stand me. The fact is I have nothing to
be grateful for. At this moment life would
have been a hundred times easier to me
if she had not sacrificed herself “again
and again,” as you put if, for my sake.
No one has a right to do 1t. It is horrible

moral cannibalism. Balan, the best of

your luck, and you are a very lucky chap,
is that you escaped being sacrificed to by
our mother. Much as you do me injustice
in other matters this is the most unkin-
dest cut of all, that you envy me for being
her sole idol. I would gladly cha.nge
places with you.

Madhavi :—(happening to look towa.rds
the path) There, she is coming !

Balan :—Tell her some of the things
you have been saying behind her back in
your usual nasty way.

Kittu :—1 respect appearances. Besides.
why should I add to her sorrows by spea-
king unpleasant tru:ths. Her cup is not
yet full, but is waiting for you. When
she comes to depend solely upon you for
her upkeep, poor soul, your bread will be
her poison. (Balan flushes angrily and is
about to retort but is restrained by Chim-
mukutty Amma entering. She is panting



slightly, and on seeing her eldest son her
face gladdens ; When she turns to Balan
she looks stern and cold ; and on seeing
Madhavi between them she is surprised).

Chim :—(to Kittu) My dear, I have
been looking for you all over the place for
a chat. (to Balan) Where were you?
wrefched boy ! Have you taken any food
to day ?

Balan:—O yes, that is, I'm not hungry.

Chim:—(to Madhavi) Child, isn’t it
time for you to be going? But before
you leave, give him some food, will you ?
I'm sure he is starving. TLiook at his face!

Madhavi:—Yes, mother. (she walks
off)

Balan:—Mother, I see that you want
to be alone with him. (Exit, after
Madhavi.)

Chim:—The saucy fellow!

Kittu:—~He is too young. Mother, I
wish you would be a little more: gentle to
him. He mistakes your roughness for
want of love.

Chim:—I know that, my dear. Why
can’t he behave properly to you ? That’s
what makes me lose all patience with
him,

Kittu:—He’s naturally jealous of me
because you have given up so much for
my sake, mother.

Chim:—Have I not a perfect right?
Kittu, let them say what they like, it is
always pleasant to' give all to whom we
love. The so-called ‘sacrifice is a real
luxury.

Kittu:—I believe you : though for all I
have received it is not in my power to
make the smallest return. That is a
thought that doesn’t make me very com-
fortable.

Chim:—Don’t worry, my dear. The
will is not wanting, only the power, isn’t
it? Wait and see, your chance will come
when times improve and there’s enough
work to go round.

- Kittu:—In the meanwhile how are we
to live ?

_ Chim:—I ' have thought of that too.
‘Why, we will sell this house which is a

good deal too big for us and live in a
smaller place. There’s Balan’s pay which
is small enough in all conscience but
sufficient if we think so. We will be
happy being all together and contented.

Kittu:—(looks aside and gulps down a
lump in his throat.) You deserve to be
happy after all these years of suffering.

Chim:—Tut-Tut. I was not so un-
happy as you think. Don’t you make
yourself miserable by thinking too much.
That is bad for health and you got the
habit from your father. Look at Balan,
he never thinks and is happy always.

Kittu:—Mother what was father like ?

Chim:—Just like you every bit. Only,
he didn’t have your modesty in certain
things because of course he was without
your training and education.

Kittu:—How old was he at his death ?

Chim:—A little over your age, thirty.

Kittu:—Five years. (Aside) And be- .
cause of my training and education I
must die 5 years earlier !

Chim:—It is getting dark. Let's not
talk of the dead at this hour. We'll go
home, come, the dew’s falling, and the
garden is full of creeping things that stir
in the dark.

(Exit together. Curtain).

Act III.
(TiME 10 o’cLock NI1GHT).

[ Scene—A bed-room with two beds on
wooden cots on either side of a small
round table in the middle on which a
bright table-lamp is burning. There are
two plain sitting chairs near the table.

Kittu is lolling on the right-hand bed
with a lighted cigarette in his mouth. He
is in his shirt sleeves, with hair well bru-
shed, and everything about him spick and
span. Though his posture suggests luxu-
rious rest and abandon, his mouth occa-
sionally twitches with suppressed pain,
his forehead is puckered with thought,
and his heart seems to be grappling with
his mind. ]

(Balan enters calmly and occupies a
chair near the table, his shining carefree
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face being visible ‘in full to the audience
~ and in profile to the occupant of the bed.)

Balan:—This evening you advised a
girl not to marry me being a poor man.
What was your motive, may I know ?
Perhaps since you are so rich you wanted
to have her yourself ?

Kittu:—(taking off the cigarette, lau-
ghs) Advised Madhavi not to marry you ?
Did she say so?

Balan:—What is that to you ? Did you
or did you not ?

Kittu:—Had I known my dear brother
that you were the lucky chap, I should
have offered her nothing but congratula-
tions. But I was under a delusion. I
thought she might waste her thoughts on
another fellow thoroughly unfit for her.

Balan:—Damn your impudence! I
wish you would for once give up your
habit of flattering a fellow to his:-face and
hurting him behind his back.

Kittu:—(Swallows the insult calmly,
~ takes a puff of smoke and says leisurely)
As usual you are hurting yourself. The
fact is, I was labouring under the mistake
that it was somebody else she was in love
‘with and she, poor girl, applied my words
to the right person who was the wrong
person ! It was the most amusing con-
tretemps imaginable..

Balan :—(scornfully) you imagined she
was in love with you ?

Kittu :— Why not ? I was not always a
Prodigal. :

Balan :—Stuft and nonsense. If you
fancied yon were her lover the next thing

>

to do is to speak rudely and make her cry! -

Kittu :—What else could I do? If
what I feared was true, the sooner she
-was cured of her weakness the better. I
am fed up with the self-sacrifice of
women ! some of them would, if a man
‘were to die today, make an idol of his
memory and sicrifice themselves to it
ever after. See what mother has done
when our father’s death left her a hand-
some, well-to-do widow at twentytwo.
She sacrificed herself o the memory of
the dead husband first and then to the
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career of the living son, and both sacri-
fices have cost other people dear.

Balan :—I still wonder how mother
can be infatuated with such a thoroughly
ungrateful wretch !

Kittu :—Ask her next time you see her.
She will tell you, gratitude she mnever
expects, Docility is the supreme virtue
in an idol !

Balan :—1I now feel convinced - you are
fitter to die than live. You haven’'t left a
single faith or feeling which makes life
beautiful.

Kittu :—Brother, you are getting closer
to me through hate than you ever did
through love. I confess freely that in
many other respects also I am: unfit to
live. On three occasions formerly I drew
up long lists of reasons why life was
useless, unnecessary, and impossible to
me.

Balan :—Why don’t you putf an end to
it then instead of whining and whimpe-
ring like an old woman?

Kitta:—I tried to. Once I exposed
my leg to the hammer stroke of a cobra’s
poison fangs and would have been com-
fortably off the hooks in a few minutes,
when my next -impulse was to snatch a
flaming brand from the hearth of a
cottager and burn off the flesh on my calf
three inches deep. Here, look at the
scar! Now, why did Ido it? To die
would have been a hundred thousand
times less painfull ; and life to me, I had
persuaded myself by unanswerable argt-
ments, was as useless as a rusty, cast-off-
razor blade. ' :

Balan:—People do not always die of
snake-bites ; they get cured, by them-
selves or others. That is all that it
means, -

Kittu:—On another occasion T dived
and swam a hundred yards in the sea
with a big stone securely tied to my neck.
I expected that stone to pin me to the
bottom: but after Herculean efforts I
managed to carry it back to the shore
suspended from my neck ; and yet I
knew, ali the while I laboured that my
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life was as unnecessary to me and others
as a crumpled rag in a gutter, Then,
why did I do it?

Balan:—(smiling contemptuously) A
man who is such an expert swimmer and
diver should have gone into the water for
something else than suicide.

Kittu:—1 made one more attempt and
failed. This time with my razor. I said
to myself that life was finally and hope-
lessly impossible as I took up a strong
sharp, non-safety razor. But, on placing
it in position and feeling its edge against
the outer surface of the carotid arteries,
I happened to see my face in mirror.
That was fatal. I burst out laughing, and
put away the razor in its case. If it was
impossible to live, to die was equally so.

Ralap-—To do either requires a cer-
tain amount of courage. ;

Kiiin:—I have not given up all hopes
yet. Next time I have got a perfect plan
for it. T’ll write a letter beforehand to
the police authorities saying 1 have com-
mitted self-murder; then I will be forced
to do it, by the time it reaches. You
know the Law doesn’t allow a man to die
by his own hand lest he should defraud
its gaols and asylums of a likely inmate.
Thus the fear of Liaw will counteract the
fear of death and 1 will have my wish at
last ! {(Balan starts and turns pale) Besi-
des, I have no inducements at all to live
now. Mother intends to make a fresh
sacrifice, of this ancient house, and live
in a wretched clay-built hovel well pleased
with herself for having given up every
thing for her darling boy. I have been
living in a poisoned atmosphere ever
since this morning. The sight of every
familiar face and well-known object here,
the food, clothes, lights, furniture, pic-
tures, doors and walls even in this house
and the fine compound surrounding it,
fillk me with unspeakable disgust. I
seem to be like a monster who must live
by consuming them all, slowly but surely!
you think I'm raving! Perhaps I am!
T’ll take a walk in the cool night-air and

refresh myself (He rises and walks to-
wards the door.

Balan gets up humedly and ba,rs his
passage.)

Kittu:—(In great astonishment) Why !
you have something more to fell me?
Well, wait a minute. I'll return soon
with a cooler head and continue our ple-
asant chat, that is, if you haven't gone to
bed by that time, in which case we’ll
meet in the morning.

Balan: — (thunderingly) Thou shalt not
kill !

Kittu:— (astounded, comes back and
sits down on a chair with his back to the
cot and studies his brother carefully. He
finally - breaks into a laugh). That’s
pretty ! And yet: you have been doing
nothing but commit murder in your heart
without intermission for a whole hour.

Balan:—That is ‘a true word and I
must confess the truth ; yet when if
actually came to facing the thing in its
nakedness, I couldn’t. Isn’t it strange
now ? (looking dazed)

Kittu:—Not at all. It only means you
have sound and healthy impulses but
rotten feelings. Any how, I'll think of
your advice, and let me go my way just
now and don’t stop me again. (He rises.
Balan too follows. - Then they again
resume their seats).

Balan:—I feel self-murder is in your
mind to night, and I can’t let you go out
if I can help it. You will have to kill
me first !

Kittu:—This is-beautiful ! But I warn
you no sham-heroics can stop me now.
My decision is irrevocably taken. That
letter has been written and despatched
so as to reach the Inspector at 7-30 in
the morning. T must and will go under
the 12.30 train to night. Nothing in the
world can stop me!

Balan:—That letter is here ! (pulls it
out of his shirt pocket and throws it on
the table. Kittu recognises it -at once,
reels for a moment with his hands before
his eyes and falls heavily on the bed
moanmg) :



Kiftu;—You have unnerved me! (He
hides his face against the bed and is seen
shaking with emotion. Balan stands up
comfortab'y, sits down, stands up again
looks at the prostrate- figure on the bed,
and looks away, and finally approaches
and lays a hand on his brother’s shoulder.)

Balan:—Brother, darling, can’t we be
friends ever ? Let's bury the past and
live better in the future.

Kitfu:—(s tting up and facing him
disconsolately.) Impossible. This is
only an impulse of the moment. It
won’t ouflast the night.

Balan:—Yet don't you feel no warmth,
no thrill, to be reconciled, to feel my
touch, to be so close to me, to smile
frankly at me without mockery and with-
out bitterness ? _

Kittu :—No doubt. My only regret is
that I have lost my nerve to die at this
supreme moment of felicity (dropping the
ironical smile) Ah, why didn’t you des-
patch that letter after reading or at least
suppress it alfogether ?

Balan ;—(in a hoarse whisper) Brother
for a moment I was tempted to do both.
Then I reflected I should have felt like

__your murderer ever afterwards if I did.

- Kitbu :—You see, that was another
selfish and ignoble scruple. You wanted,
nob to save me but o save yourself some
fancied unpleasantness. I don’t reproach
you, it is your nature, but you have made
my problem very very difficult.

Balan :—On the other hand if you
hadn’t so many fine scruples there is now
no problem at all. I have begun to know
you and love you.

Kittu :—Too late. Don’t argue any
more. 1 have made up my mind. Since
I am not man &nough to die at my post
I have decided to run away like a coward.

Balan :—Run away! The same day
you come home ! What will mother say ?

Kittu :—What would she have said if
a certain letter had not fallen in your
hands, Balan? No, no, that won’t do. I
am proof against that kind of appeal.

Now thsrefore I will say like a Shakes-
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perian hero, since I could nof travel under
the 12.30 train, I must even travel iz if,
and reach a far country. (He rises)

Balan : —(once again phlegmmatic)
‘What must be, must be, I suppose. Do
you require anything ?

Kittu :—No. I have coin enough in my
coat pocket in the passage and Til dip

into it as I go along. There is just one °

thing I should like to have with me
though.

Balan :—Will you have a suit-case with
a few clothes and things ?

Kittu :—They will be only an encum-
brance. What use is a suit-case to a
common labourer, a mere vagabond, a
naked fakir, or a combination of all the
three possibly ?

Balan : —What will you have then ?

Kittu :—(pointing to a cabinet-sized
photograph above the door) That.

Balan ;—Mother’s photo ! It is an only
copy.

Kittu :—But 'you have the original
with you.

Balan :—But supposing——

Kittu :—She should die tomorrow ?
It’ll be dreadful indeed to you !

Balan :—If you will postpone your
journey by a few days

Kittu :—Don’t talk of postponement.
I have found a way out of the difficulty.
Geet a copy of it ready as soon as possible
and send it to me wherever I might hap-
pen to write you for if.

Balan ;—Alright.

Kittu :—Adieu (rises
walks to the door)

(Balan rises in great haste and
follows. Kittu turns back and they stand
facing each other.)

Balan;— (tremulously) Brother, will
you believe me, I am genuinely, really,
truly glad T intercepted that letter !

Kittu;—Of coarse, you are. And I am
geniunely, really, truly sorry that you did.
(He suddenly darts out of the room jam-
ming the door from without and bolting
it. Balan throws himself against the
door. ' 2

and .steadily
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He moves away and goes to the window and then his hands drop limply to his
and stands gazing into the darkness out- sides. He staggers towards the nearest
side made visible by the mischievous bed and throws himself on it face down-
twinkling eyes .of the stars. Presently ~ wards and sobs bitterly. Curtain.)
some object striking his sight he waves
his hands to it frantically for sometime, (TaE END.)

I have seen cyclones in which Thrones toppled over Uike ninepins and sublime
heads in the dust like apples in an orchard; I have seen eclipses that seemed eternal
and rivers, as in Egypt, turn to blood ; I have seen life.and death and glory chasing
each other like shadows on a summer sea, and all has seemed to be vanity. But I
remain in the conviction that, though individuals may suffer, when we take stock of a
century, at its end we shall find that the world is better and happier than it was at
the beginning. Sursum Corda, lift up your hearts, for the world is moviny onwards. -
Its chariot wheels may crush for the moment but it does not move to evil ; it is guided
Jrom above, and guided, we may be sure, with wisdom and goodness which cannot fail.

—Lord Rosebery.
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R. Mahadevan, a student of the Sixth Form here, who was
recently selected for training in Navigation in the
* Mereantile Marine Training Ship “Duafferin.”










The “Dufferin” Life.

By
Mr. M. R. Ayyar, Zamorin’s College, Calicut.

T the request of young friends, I

am writing these lines regarding the
training and life in the Indian Mercantile
Marine Training Ship “Dufferin” which
lies off Bombay harbour and which pro-
vides every year thirty to thirtyfive
cadets for service in the Mercantile
Marine. The training imparted in the
steamer is only the initial preparation of
young men who are keen on entering the
sea and are desirous of choosing a sea
career. Only boys between -the-ages of
thirteen years and six months and sixteen
years are eligible for entry. They have
to pass an All-India competitive exami-
nation which is usually held about the
end of October or the beginning of
November. There are six papers for the
examination on the following subjects:—
1. English Grammar, 2. English Essay,
3. Arithmetic, 4. Geometry and Algebra,
5. History and Geography and 6. Gene-
ral Knowledge. The examination fee is
Rs. 10/- and the centre for the candidates
from our Presidency is Madras. The
papers are usually of the standard of our
Fourth or Fifth Form but in History and
Geography, a candidate is expected to
know the general ontline of British and
Indian Histories and the Geography of
the World. The General Knowledge
paper is a test of the boy’s power of
observation and the amount of informa-
tion he possesses on the current topics
and events of interest. For the success-
ful answering of this paper, a candidate
should be a regular reader of the news-
papers. After passing the examination,
the candidate is expected to go to Bom-
bay and undergo a medical examination.

If he passes this test successfully, he has
to appear before the Governing Body for
a viva voce examination where generally
questions on some of the interesting
topics of the day are asked. After selec-
tion, the candidate joins the steamer as a
cadet in January about the 15th. The
course of training in the “Dufferin” is
three years and during this period the
cadet’s expenses are Rs. 400/ a year
(inclusive of boarding and lodging) and
Rs.- 10/ pocket money every month.
Daring the first year, in addition to these
expenses, uniforms costing about Rs. 200
will have to be purchased. Four months’
holiday is granted every year, three
months from June 1st to September 1st
and one month from December 15th to
January 15th.

‘When I asked my son, R. Mahadevan,
sometimes in September last if he would
be willing to choose this line in prefer-
ence to the ordinary beaten walks of life,
he answered ‘yes’, notwithstanding the
fact that I placed before him all the
implications of the hard and strenucus
life which one has to face on the sea. He
has since been selected for training and
he is adjusting himself to the new life
cheerfully. 1 give below extracts from
some of his letters which may be of inte-
rest to my young friends.

He describes the routine of the day’s
work as follows. “At 6 a.m.a bugle
sounds and all the cadets have to run up
to the upper deck and fall in. Then all
run round the ship two or three times.
After that, we change our dress and fall
in again. Then our daily morning acti-
vities are arranged. For the last four




days our morning work consisted in
cleaning all the brass things on the two
decks. Next comes our Physical Train-
ing exercise. After that is over, we pre-
pare for our baths. We first jump into a
salt water tank and then run and bathe
T in clear water. Then we sit for our break-
. fast at 8-45 a. m. The breakfast consists
~ of some bread, butter, some boiled veget-
able, plantains or oranges and tea. Then
we have our regular school till 1 p. m.
Next we sit for lunch and after lunch,
our evening activities are arranged. From
1-30 to 4-30 p. m. we once again attend
classes. At 4-30 p. m. we row towards
the shore to play hockey or other games.
- After our games are over, we return to
. the ship and bathe again. We next sit for
- supper. From 7-45 to 8-45 p. m. we are
~ free. At 8.45p. m. a bugle sounds and
we fall in for prayers. Then we go to
,be:a.” *
- In another letter he writes, “though we
_are in the middle of the sea, there is no
- lack of amusement, Day before yester-
day we had a concert by the Junior cad-

ets and I took a part in it. One day an
ex-Chairman of the Governing body came
to the ship and gave us a lecture. A few
days back we had a cinema film exhibited
to us. Yesterday was the Visitors’ Day.
About a hundred visitors came and there
was dancing in which a few cadets and
some lady visitors took part. In our re-
gular .school classes, we are taught.
English, Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry,
History, Geography and Science. We are
also taught signalling.”

The above extracts are enough to show
that the cadets have their hands full and
that they have to put in a lot of manual
work every day. Boys in our schools are
quite unaccustomed to such rough work
and it may also be said that many of them
would -consider such work as infra dig.
Sea life is not an easy and comfortable

life as life on land.. Many of the ameni-
ties that we enjoy on land are denied to

us on the sea. It is a hard life and one
has to prepare himself well to face it bol-
dly and squarely.




- DPhysical &ducation.

By

T. -Sankunni Kurup, B. A, Physical Director, Zamorin's College.

N these days of universal recognition
of Physical Training as a necessary
adjunct of general education, one need not
argue at length about the necessity for it.
Educationists and the people at large have
begun to realise that the physical deterior-
ation of our manhood is largely due to the
faulty system of education in vogue. But
even at the present day, there are many
who have only vague ideas about Physical
Education ; there are some who think
that it is purely & musele building pro-
cess, and a few who cry halt to the pro-
gress of Physical Education, on the plea
that we have already had too much of it.
So it would not be a profitless task if we
try to crystallise our ideas aboubt fthe
subject.

The real purpose of Physical Education
is to so perfect the body as to enable it to
serve as a worthy abode of the soul. It
gives students a chance to acquire and
cultivate proper modes of behaviour in
society and instils into them ideas of
fair play and sportsmanship. Well was it
said, “To fight by the roadside is a heal-
_thier sport for a boy than to glue his un-

accustomed eyes to printed matter, which
if it be not of an imbecile humour, merely
conveys superficial information.” But un-
fortunately in schools much attention is
paid te teach students how to read, whilst
very little attention is paid to teach them
- how to live. They develop in book know-
ledge but they go down in physique. No
one would deny that both body and mind
demand equal importance in any well
~ordered scheme of education. But if I
were placed on the horns of a dilemma

" and asked to choose between a welltrain-

~ed body with an ill-trained mind, and an
S [

[

ill-trained body with a well trained mind = -

1 would unhesitatingly vote for the for=
mer. If the aim of our education is to
make our boys stronger, healthier and
better citizens it is time that a prominent
place is given to Physical Education by
providing better facilities for games and
sports. Physical Education is not to be
considered as an extra-curricular activity
but as an indispensable item in fhe
general scheme of education. Physical
training, to be effective, must be conduct-
ed during regular ‘ college hours. Unless
the college is a residential one, it is very
difficult to give efficient physical training

to all the students before or after the

regular college hours. To meet this
fundamental necessity we should be pre=
pared to revise the time-table.

Just as wise guidance is necessary for
the intellectual training of boys, it is
equally necessary to have discriminating
leadership to direct their sporting activi-
ties. The necessity for trained leader-
ship cannot be .over-emphasised. Hvery
teacher in a college or school should be
technically qualified to take charge of
physical training activities. To carry out
an effective programme, the Physical
Director must have the active co-opera-
tion of the other members of the staff.
To leave the Physical Director to plough
the lonely furrow, and to expect revolu-
tionary results in the sporting activities
of boys, is nothing short of expecting &
miracle. Our boys are no whit inferior
to the boys of other countries in their in-
nate love of games. But it is to be re-

gretted that they do not have the same

opportunities as the boys of other coun-
tries have. KExtensive playgrounds and
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other facilities are sad desiderata in our
schools. If the physical activities of our
boys are properly directed, they are sure
to acquit themselves creditably in any
international sports meet like the world
Olympics. “Activities which produce
Neuro-Muscular co-ordinations, which
correct faulty posture, and which develop
muscles and all vital organs must be in-
cluded in any scheme of Physical Train-
ing. These can only be achieved through
a judicious combination of Calisthenics,
Gymnastics, Games and Athletics.
Games and other physical activities are
essential for students, as school age is the
period of growth and development. No-
thing is so enervating as the continuous
sitting for long hours in crowded class

rooms. No wonder, very often mental
fatigue sets in and many students
bury themselves under desks, and

forget themselves for a moment in the
sweet oblivion of -sleep. On such occa-
gions the irate teacher probably curses
the students.for their negligence -and has
not the imagination to discover that he
himself supplied the soporific by his
monotonous drawl. Nothing is so effec-

_ tive in relieving the monotony of hard
These .

‘mental work like out-door games.
not only act as healthy and energising
recreations for the body, but also give
sufficient relaxation to the brain. The
old adage “All work and no play, makes
Jack a dull boy” needs to to remembered.
A more important objective of games
_ is character development. Games help
boys to develop the habits of self-disci-
pline, obedience, co-operation, ability to
smile under defeat, and acceptance of
victory without pnde For this re
‘a Jarge part of the Physical Education
programme should be devoted to well-
organized, well-conducted and well-super-
vised major games and those games
‘should be so arranged that all the
gtudents, rather than a select few, may
derive benefit,
-~ Health instruction also, is an indispen-
_sable part of Physical Hducation. Boys

.ged in indoor sedentary occupations. The

should know something about the
structure and functions of the body, and
gince ill-health can to a large extent be
traced to want of cleanliness, malnutrition
or incorrect posture of the body in our
various activities, a knowledge of Human
Physiology and Hygiene is essential.
The value of cleanliness of the mouth,
throat, eyes, ears and skin cannot be
overstressed. Hardihood or resistance to
disease can to some extent be developed
through physical activity, but health
instruction is essential for a better under-
standing of the effects of exercise upon
the body, the causes of illness, of the
methods of its prevention and the kind of
food ‘required for proper growth and
development.

In this connection it is pleasing to note
that compulsory medical inspection of
students has been taken up in right
earnest by all the schools. It will be better
if medical inspection is made more
thorough and more frequent. But un-
fortunately we find.that the Government,
for want of funds, proposes to allot grants
only for biennial inspections. What is
needed more than anything else is an
enthusiastic desire on the part of Medical
Officers to-find out ways and means to
combat the physical deterioration of
students. And it is only through the
combined efforts of the guardian, the
medical officer and the teacher, that the
boy can be helped to overcome evil habits
and to improve his body. The medical &
inspection will then be of real benefit to
the boy and will contribute to the general
progress of his health. :

It may not be out of place if I direct
the attention of the readers to the change
that are impending. - Up to the present,
our educated class has been mainly enga- E

future promises to be a more glorious and
varied one. Various departments like
the Merchant Marine, Navy, the Military,
and the Air Force are being opened
to the sons of the soil. If our students
are to fill such places worthily they should
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have a well developed physique, a steady
evect gait and quick discerning eye. These
essential attributes a student can acquire
only-by active participation in games.

Let me conclude this article with the
account of an interview which a corres-
pondent of a Review had with the famous
author George Meredith. The great
man is reported to have said :—

“I have always loved the face of Nature,
the dreariest, when a sky was over it—

_and one proof of that

She loves
us no better than her other productions,
but she signifies «learly that intelligence
can make her subservient to our needs j %

and consented to her spirit.

is the joy ina’
healthy body, causing an increased luci-
dity of the mind. Therefore, exercise of
the body is good and sport of all kinds to
be encouraged. Sports will lead of neces-
sity to observation of nature. ILet us be
in the open air as much as possible.”

RIGHT LEARNING.

Dharfaputra, while a-boy, was taught along with other «boys in school_ a primary
reader which was full of moral precepts. . The first two of these precepts were " Wish to do
good” and ‘“The one thing to be subdued is anger’. The language was very simple and all
the other boys learned the whole book by rote and recited all its contents to their teacher.
But Dharmaputra could not proceed beyond the above two precepts. The teacher got angry
with him and said, “Dull boy, the book is so very easy that I am surprised to find you have
not been able to go through it, while all the other boys know it by heart”. Dharmaputra
replied, “I have not yet fully understood even the first two precepts and they have not yeb
.come into my practice, and so I am not able to proceed to learn the rest.

—_From Rambles in Vedanta.

-
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