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“It T were to look over the whole world to find out the eountry most

E richly endowed with all the wealth, power and beauby that nature can bestow g
—in some parts a very paradise on earth - I should point to India. TIf I were
E asked under what sky the human mind has most fully developed some of its
choicest gifts, has most deeply pondered on the greatest problems of life, and

has found solutions of some of them which well deserve the attention even of ”

g those who have studied Plato and  Kant—I should point to India. Andif I 14
were to ask myself from what lltera.ture we, here in Europe, we who have been
E nurtured almost exelusively on the thoughts of Greeks and Romans, and of one
Semitic race, the Jewish, may draw that corrective which is most wanted in
order to make our inner life more perfect, more comprehensive, more universal,

E in faet more truly human, a life not for this life only, but a transfigured and g

eternal life—again T should point to India.”

—Prof. Max Miiller.
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The Zamorin’s College

PRIZE DAY,

Griday, 17th February 1933.
President : The Rt. Hon. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri, P. C., C. H, LL. D.

HE Zaworin’s College Prize Day
T celebrations were conducted with
great enthusiasm on Friday, 17th Febru-
ary, under the distinguished presidency of
the Rt. Hon. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri.
H. H. Raja Manavedan Raja Avl., B. A,,
the Zamorin of Calicut and all the most
- distinguished people of Calicut were
present. The College has seldom seen an
- audience so notable and large.

- The proceedings began with prayers
- chanted by two young pupils of the
- college. This was followed by the Prin-
cipal’s address of welcome, which ran as
follows :—

Mr. President, Your Highness, Liadies
- and Gentlemen,

I know very well that you will consider
me a very awful and undesirable intruder
when all of you are eagerly longing to
listen to the President’s introductory
‘speech, but the occasion is so unique that
1 am sure you will forgive me if I speak
a few words before the President delivers
his introductory speech. It is a. very
. great honour to this institution that
~ this most important function con-
nected with it is being celebrated this
evening in the immediate, august and in-
~ spiring presence of H. H. The Zamorin
Raja and under the very distinguished
presidency of the Rt. Hon. V. S. Srini-
vasa Sastri who is admittedly and deser-
vedly one of the most outstanding person-
alities of the world today. I take it as a
very good omen that H. H. The Zamorin
Raja who very rarely attends public func-
tions on account of his delicate health,

has so kindly graced this occasion
with his presence. It was only-a few
months ago that I had the good fortune
of becoming acquainted with the Rt. Hon.
V. 5. Srinivasa Sastri, but I never
thought then that I would so soon have
the inestimable privilege of receiving him
here as the president of this function.
As you are all aware, our honoured guest.
is a_past-master in the art of polished,:
pleasant and effective expression, and the
elegant style, the lucid exposition, the
graceful ease and last but not least, the
sweet melody which characterise. all his
utterances, whether on the public plat-
form or in private conversation, have
rightly earned for him the reputation of
a professed master of elocution. With
his high intellectual attainments, his
spotless character and his skill in oratory,,
he ts certainly a worthy disciple of his
worthy master, the late Mr. Gokhale of
revered memory, and a true and noble
son of Mother India. He stands forth,
if I may say so, as a brilliant star,—a star
of the first magnitude—in India’s poli-
tical firmament today. And I have no
doubt that, when the history of the pre-
sent day world comes to be written, our
distinguished guest’s name will find a
very prominent place in it as one who has
selflessly, enthusiastically and unceasingly
worked for the uplift of our country. I
am glad that his acceptance of my invi-
tation has benefited the whole of Calicut
as is evident from the large and distin-
guished assembly which I see before me,
and also from the fact that he is presid-
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Group photo taken on ths Prize Day of the College. The Rt. Hon. Y. S. Srinivasa Sastri is seen seated at the centre, with
H. H. Raja Manavedan Raja Avl., Zamorin of Calicut, on his right and the Principal, Mr. A. V. K. Krishna Menon, on his left.
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ing over two other important functions
during his three days’ stay here. It isa
source of ineffable joy to me that the
presence of H. H. The Zamorin Raja,
of the Rt, Hon. Sastri and of you all, the
leading and enlightened citizens of this
town, has considerably enhanced the
splendour of this function. In the name
of this institution, I have therefore very
great pleasure in tendering to one and all
who have responded to my humble in-
vitation, a very very hearty and cordial
welcome. (Applause)

The president, in opening the procee-
dings, spoke as follows ;—

Your Highness, Liadies and Gentlemen,

I am supposed to be the president
this afternoon. ' It was therefore quite
appropriate on the part of the Principal
to take my leave before he spoke. But I
think it was not particularly grateful of
him to take advantage of that circum-
stance, and aggravate my difficulties. He
has presented me to this audience in
language which I could not but blush to
hear. “

It is a long way to come from Madras,
merely to preside over a Prize-giving.
There are two or three circumstances
which, it seems to me, will fully explain
the strangeness of that phenomenon.
Perhaps, the fact that for many years I
was engaged in the field of education
will go a long way in making it clear to
you why I accepted this invitation. Then
there is the fact that this institution has
behind it ‘a great history and a disting-
uished record of work. - Another little
circumstance is the faet that I might have
upon this occasion the rare pleasare of
making the acquaintance of H. H. The
Zamorin Raja of whom I have heard so
much and near whom, geographically
speaking, I often live, bat whom, for
some reason or other, I never had the
pleasure of knowing pelsonally I little
knew before I read some of those papers
which the Principal was good enough to
send me to educate me for thxs funcmon,

\tha,t hhe Za,mmm Ra]a/ had himself been

a teicher for some fime. This relation-
ship, Sir, is one of which you might not
like to be reminded, (Laughter) but which
we cannot afford to forget, for, this pro-
tession of teaching, belleve me, is honour-
able, as honourable as any other profes-
sion that serves the community, and if it
had the honour of holding you among its
members for a time, I believe you wﬂl
allow me to say on its behalf that you too
have been honoured to have been a
teacher for some time.

Then it would appear that he a.nd 1

have the same alma mater. He was edu-
cated for a time at the Kumbhakonam
College, and I was there all my college
career. Now Kumbhakonam College has
not, I am afraid, maintained its reput-
ation of a few generations ago. I do not
exactly see whose the fault is and this

certainly is not the place or the time when |

I may with propriety examine that faet in
all its bearings.

even, Sir, Mr. Principal, this institution
over which you preside with such emin-
ent distinetion, that has produced so
many men of the front rank who have
contributed in various ways and in var-
ious grades to the betterment of this
province.

There is another little cucumsta.nce
which, if my coming here still requires an
explanation, may perhaps complete it ;

and that is the fact that the invitation to °
come here was given to me by two people

whose request, I do not know, however
much I wish, how to refuse. They are
the two brothers, Mr. Govinda Menon
and Mr. Krishna Menon. Mr, Krishna
Menon stands before you, and you have
opportunities of judging him, and I will
not outrage his modesty, though he has
given me very good provocation, by

examining his credentials on the spot.

(Laughter). But his brother is a great
friend, one whom it is a privilege to cal

friend. He is i]'nfprtulia.t_ely unable to be

Bat this much I know,
that there is no institution in Southern
India outside the city of Madras, not  °
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present here today as he originally intend-
ed, but he has sent me a characteristic
telegram which I propose to take the
liberty of reading out to you. I have first
taken very good care to show it to His
Highness on the one hand, and to the
Principal on the other, so that they may
not accuse me of having put them to any
embarassment in reading it to you with-
out their previous knowledge. I do not
know how exactly they will receive it :
but I know how you will receive it. I
will just read it to you, reserving after
the fashion of Government and of some
Judges, I think, my remarks to a later
occasion,

TELEGRAM: Zamorin’s College, Calicut.
Old Boy sends ajffectionate greeting and
- prays for function’s success and raising
college first grade. May Divine Flutist
bless. A. V. Govinda Menon.

Perhaps you will allow me to gather
-y thoughts a little before I speak upon

*thls proposal, for it has many sides to it,

* and it will not do for me to take myself

. unawares as the telegram does. With
these remarks I will now proceed to the
next item on the Agenda Paper and ask
the Principal to read his report.

(Applause).

In presenting the report on the work-
ing of the college for the Academic year
1931-32, the Principal said .—

“I am sure you will consider it nothing
short of an infliction if I am now to read
out to you, in obedience to the usual pro-

_ cedure on the Prize Distribution Day, my

- report on the working of the college

- during the past academical year, namely,

1931—32. But as it is not possible—

and ib is not desirable too—to omit this

item on the programme, I hope you will

~ have the goodness to listen to me for a
little while, however irksome it may be.

The report has been purposely made very

short and I promise not to tax your

patience very much.

Strength.- -The total strength of the
college during the year under report was
846; 135 bemg in the college departmenb

and 711 in the school department. I find
that while the strength in the college
department has been going down to some
extent, that in the school department has
been increasing. I am told that the
strength in the college classes is on the
decrease in other educational institutions
also. The reason for this may not
be far to seek. The number of unem-
ployed graduates is multiplying day by
day and there is now a feeling that higher
University education will not enable one
to earn one’s bread. The financial de-
pression all around and the consequent
dearth of money may be another per-
tinent cause.

Scholarships.—Ten Scholarships were
awarded under the rules. The usual
scholarship for the first student in the
8. S. L. C. Examination from the Chow-
ghat High School was also awarded.
Besides these, twenty-six poor and de-
serving students were granted full and
half fee concessions. Four boys of Ex-
military men were free scholars and there
were four Government scholarship
holders. Twenty four students belonging
to the Zamorin Raja’s family were free
scholars during the year.

Eramination Results-—67 students
were sent up for the Intermediate Exa-
mination of March last. Of these, 20
passed in full with 8 in the First Class
and 42 passed in one or two of the three
parts. In the 8. S. L. C. Examination,
out of 62 students, 32 were declared
eligible for admission to the University
courge.

Library and Keading Room.—The
total number of books at present is 4515.
The Reading Room has quite a good
supply of foreign and Indian periodicals.
Many magazines are received here in
exchange for the college magazine and
these are made good use of.

Societies-—The Literary Association of
the College department, known as the
“Zamorin’s College Parliament”, worked
very well during the year. Meefings
were held nearly every week and many
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students, the honourable members of this
parliament as they styled themselves,
took part in the debates which were con-
ducted in conformity with the usual par-
liamentary procedure. In the High
School department, the students con-
ducted an association under the name of
‘Mutual Improvement Society’ in addi-
tion to their Debating Society and these
did good work.

Sports and Games.—The sporting acti-
vities were very satisfactory. Now that
physical training is made compulsory in
the college classes, every college student
has fo take part in one or other of
the several games plaved here, namely,
Hockey, Football, Volleyball, Basketball,
Badminton and Tennis. I am glad to
say that my students have been taking an
active part in many tournaments outside
the college and have been acquitting
themselves well. The number of prizes
and medals to be given away today in
connection with sports will bear ample
testimony to their activities in this direc-
tion. 1t isa good sign that they are now
beginning to realise for themselves the
supreme necessity of improving their
physique. Buft a word of caution is here
necessary, and that is, that, in their
burning enthusiasm for games, they
should not overstep the reasonable limits
and neglect their studies altogether. As
I said in my report last year, they should
not make a fetish of games.

Buildings.—Want of accomodation is
felt, now that the old palacé is gone.
H. H. The Zamorin- Raja has been ple-
ased to allow the erection of new buil-
dings. The Board of Management has
taken up the matter; plans and estimates
are being prepared and if all goes well,
the work will be finished by June 1934.

Hostel.—There is accommodation for
34 boarders but on account of the decrease
in the strength of the college classes,
there were only 25 boarders during the
year.

- It may not be out of place to mention
here that H. H. The Zamorin Raja has

been so kind as to sanction the construe-
tion of a hostel for the use of the mem-
bers of his family who are students here.
The building is nearly complete and
will be ready for use in the course of a
month.

The College Magazine.—There were
three issues during the year under report.
The Magazine has now entered on its
fifth year and though it has a fairly wide
circulation, I regret to say that sufficient
encouragement has not been forthcoming.
Mr. J. B. Bilderbeck, M. A., a distin-
guished educationist, now retired, and
sometime Principal and Professor of
English at the Presidency College, Mad-
ras, to whom, as an old student of his, I
had sent a copy, writes to me thus about
this activity of ours: “Your College

Magazine with the exception of the Ver-

nacular portions was read to me by Murs.

Bilderbeck and I must congratulate you, . -
on the successful efforts you have made

to stimulate intellectual activities amo
your pupils and the members of yeo

staff in reference to matters and subject

outside the regular curricula. This
experiment of yours without doubt throws
much anxiety and responsibility on your
own shoulders and I hope, will evoke an
adequate responsive support from those
for whose benefit you have undertaken
it”.. I do hope that the Magazine will
live long and exert a wholesome influence
on those for whom it is mainly intended.
I also hope that the ‘old boys’ of the
college will come forward in large num-
bers to render all the necessary help for
its upkeep and popularity.

The Old Boys’ Association.—Though
the association was started a couple of
years ago and though I am trying my
best to make it a useful adjunct to the
college, I am sorry to say that it is not
pushed up by the ‘old boys’ as it ought to
be. The present Secretary is working
hard to make an exhaustive list—not an
easy matter—of the ‘old boys’ of this

college, many of whom are occupying
very good positions in various parts of
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the world. On behalf of the association,
I take this opportunity of repeating a
request I made on a similar occasion two
years ago, namely, that the ‘old boys,’

wherever they may be, will be so good as
to enlist themselves as members and en-
able the association to fulfil its objects
ere long.

Before I conclude this report, I wish
to pay my humble tribute to the late
Zamorin Raja, His Highness Mana-
vikrama alies Anujan Kunhunni Raja
Avl., who passed away on the 26th
December 19381, in his eighty second
year. His Highness was well versed in
Sanskrit, Astrolmy and Indian Medicine.
Regular and systematic in his habits, an-
assuming and courteous inhis manners,
he led a pious life, absolutely free from
ostentation. May his soul rest in peace!

I should also like to say a word about
the late Mr. P. K. Manavikraman Raja
who was for a long time connected with

~ the college as a member of the Board of

Management. Lioved by all who knew
him, hated by none, he was liberal and
enlightened in his views and bold and
independent in his judgment. In him,
- the Board of Management has lost a very
useful member and the college a sincere
~ well-wisher. May his soul rest in peace!

And now to conclude. The working
of the college during the year under re-
port was fairly satisfactory and I tender
my sincere and heartfelt thanks to H. H.
The Zamorin Raja and the Board of
Management for their kind support and
to the members of the staff for their co-
operation in all matters pertaining to the
welfare of the College.

MAY GOD BLESS THE COLLEGE AND
BLESS US ALL!”

Then came an interesting display of
Physical Drill by some of the young boys
of the college under their Instructor
Mr. S. A. Gaffur, whose unique abilities in
teaching smart disciplined evolutions have
won universal = appreciation. It was
followed by the recital of a piece from

“Marlowe’s Faustus.” by P. R. Venkata-
krishnan B. A., an old boy of the college.
It was realistic and impressive. The next
item of the programme was the distribu-
tion of the prizes. Then came the stag-
ing of scenes from Julius Caesar. It
was a very successful attempt, made with
reasonable attention to costumes and
manners and scenic effects; an artistic,
pleasing, and effective performance which
was loudly acclaimed by the audience
some of whom pronouncsd it far above
the usual level of college theatricals. The
actors showed fine discernment and fasfe
in the interpretation of the passages, and
were altogether so spirited yet restrained
that every one was enthusiastically
applauded. Mr. P. Raman Menon
(Brutus), Mr. M. Bharathan (Cassius),
Mzr. P. R. Sitharaman (Antony), and Mr.
K. P. Vasudeva Menon (Casca) and Mr.
Bhaskaran Nedungadi (Porfia) were
particularly good. A day or two after the
performance, Mr. Liangley wrote to the
principal :—

“It is no disparagement to the actors
most of whom were extremely good (in
Jact, the whole level of the performance
was far above what I had hitherto seen
in this country) to say that Brutus stood
out both in point of his elocution and by
the restraint of his acting. Unless,
therefore, you disagree with me entirely,
I hope you will permit me to present him
with the book I am sending herewith,
together with my compliments on his
performantce.”

Mr. Langley is well known in Calicut
as an authority on aesthetic and literary
matters ; commendation from him is
especially valuable.

Lady Barber, a lover of Literature and
a well-known social worker has also
expressed the same sentiments and pre-
sented a book to the student who acted
the part of Brutus in appreciation of his
performance.

The scenic effects were also very good ;
the section was under the charge of Mr. C.
P. Raman Nair and Mr. Gopalan of the
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