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Rare, g
How rare it is to find a soul ’
Perfected in self-control,
Whose words are fruit of gentle thonght
And ne’er with spite or venom fraught,

Whose deeds are such as can be given
The benediction of high heaven.

How rare it is to find a man

Who day by day does all he can, :
At home, in business, in the streets,

To cheer and succour folk he meets,

And who would rather suffer loss

Than fail to share another’s Cross.

How rare it is to hear a word 5
Which cheers one like a singing bird,
To feel the clasp of hands that we

Are sure from selfish ends are free ;
And yet thouch rare as winter flowers,
Thank God these virtues can be ours.

—A. B. COOPER
wn Tit- Bits.
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HE main difficulty in framing a suit-
¥ able High scho>l curucuium 18, as
matters stand a.t present, that the curri-
¢ulum has to be acceptable to the Madras
nd Andhra Universities and has also to
et bhe needs of a course of wuseful
econdary education. In fact, the revised
5. 8. Li. C. Scheme of 1929 (revising the
scheme of i910) was the outcome of a

e Madras University. A short history of
he S. 5. L. C. Scheme will make this
lear and will nnt, therefore, be out of

The old system of secondary education
th the Matriculation Examination at
~the end of the school course was found
rery unsatisfactory and in 1908, a com-
ee .was appointed by the Government
nprove the system and bring about
uch-needed change. The Government
tated in their order appointing the com-
mittee that “they wished to replace the
Matriculation Examination by a School
nal Bxamination which would serve
both as an entrance test for the public
service and as a final test for young men
who were leaving school and who desired
enter a school for professional or techni-
cal training not connected with the
University”’, that “the new examination
should embrace a wider range of studies
bhan the Matriculation Wxamination and
_guarantee not merely that a boy had pas-
d a certain test but also that he had
t through a definite course of study in
Iecogmsed school, conducting himself
atisfactory manner” and: that “the
nination should be acceptable to the

ol promise between the Government and
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The Madras University
5 :
The S. S. L. C. Curriculum.
Principal A. V. K. HKrishna IWenon.)

Madras University as a substitute for the
Matriculation Examination”,

The committee which consisted of
eminent educationists drew up a scheme
which, after approval by the Government,
was accepted by the Madras University
and was introduced in 1910. There were
three groups of studies under this scheme,

namely, 4 group consisting of English, a

second language and Elementary Mathe-

‘maties, B group coasisting of History,

Geography and Elementary Science and
C group consisting of many subjects out
of which two had to be selected by the
student.  This scheme was worked for a
few yens but failed to give satisfaction.

"One of its most glaring defects was early

specialisation ; another was the neglect
of subjects Iike Flementary Science,
History and Geography in which there
was no examination.

In 1921, the Government appointed
the Sir Venkataratnam Committee to
look into the matter. A report was sub-
mitted but it was not acted upon.

Another Committee, the Secondary
Education Reorganisation Committee,
went info the question but nothing came
of its enquiry either.

It was then that the Madras. Unlvel—
sity, alarmed at the unsatisfactory equip-
ment of students entering the colleges,
appo'nted a committes to consider the
question of taking away the recognition
given to the 8. 8. L. C. Examination as an
entrance test and replacing it by its own .
Matriculation Examination. This ulti-

“mately led to a compromise between the

University and the Government accord-
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ing to which the latter agreed to transfer
the B group subjects (History, Geography
and Elementary Science) into the A
group. The scheme of 1910 was materi-
ally altered and the revised scheme came
into force in 1929. Under this scheme
which is now followed in our schools,
there are three groups of studies, namely,
A group consisting of English, a second

language, Elementary Mathematics, Ele-

mentary Science, History and Geography,
B group consisting of Manual training,
Drawing etc., and C group consisting of
many subjects out of which one has to
be selected by the student.

This scheme was received with satis-
faction and the only complaint against
it has been that the syllabuses in
History, Geography and FElementary
Science are a bit heavy and that the
C subject is an unnecessary burden to the

young students who without it have to*

study as many as six subjects.

“And now comes the strange part of this,
Though the scheme of 1910

history.
was revised in the manner suggested by
the Madras University and though it had
not been given a fair trial like its prede-
cessor, the Syndicate appointed a com-
mittee in 1931, long before the first exa-
mination under the scheme, to consider
the question of altering it. This com-
mittee went on with its work and at last,
in consultation with the 8. S. L. C,
Board, has now evolved a new scheme
which briefly is this. There are to be
three compulsory sabjects, namely, Eng-
lish, a second language and Hlementary
Mathematics, and two optional subjects
1o be selected out of a number of varied
subjects. It is curious to note that His-
tory, Geography and Elementary Science
are not to be studied as compulsory sub-
jects, even though the University in-
sisted on their inclusion in the A group
in the scheme of 1929,

This new scheme was placed before
the Academic Council at its meeting on

the 28th August last for its approval and

acceptance. A keen discussion took place

and divergent views were put forward.
The scheme placed before the Council
was disapproved and an amedment to
include History, Geography and Ele-
mentary Science in the 4 group and to
remove the C group in toto was passed
by a majority. The vresult is that
according to the Scheme accepted by the
Council, there are to be only two groups,
namely, A4 group consisting of English,
a second language, Elementary Mathe-
matics, Elementary Science, History and
Geography and B group consisting of
Manual Training Drawing, ete. In other
words, the Academic Council is in favour:
of the present scheme withowt the C group.

The decision, so far as the needs of
‘the ‘University are concerned, is, in my
opinion, quite correct. I think that a
student who has not had instruction in
the six compulsory subjects in the A
group ought not to be eligible for admis-
sion toa University course of study. To
exclude subjects like History, Geography
and Elementary Science from a scheme of
Secondary education will result in the
production of badly equipped students who
are likely to lower the standard of our
University, The Madras University which
has all along enjoyed a reputation for high
standards has, therefore, acted wisely in
rejecting the new scheme. Regarding
the abolition of C group, opinions differ
but it cannot be said that the University
will in any way suffer on account of the

want of on optional subject in the schocl

course. For the Matriculation Examina-

tion conducted by the University, there

are only the six compulsory subjects of
the 4 group mentioned above and no
member of the University has desired a
change in the curriculum presecribed for
this examination. It is, therefore, clear
that the abolition of the C group will not
adversely affect this standard of the Uni-

versity. afie

But the matter does not end here. Thi
Government have now to consider very
carefully in all its bearings ther question
whether the scheme which has now been




~ accepted by the University will develop
Secondary Education on healthy lines or
not. It is a thorny question and ought
not to de disposed of in haste. As Mr.
Champion said at the meeting, ‘‘the
-~ question whether Secondary Kduca-

- tion should consist only of compulsory
subjects or should consist also of optional
subjects is one over which controversy
has waged for many years and in many
countries’”’. Optional subjects have some
advantages, no doubt, but they increase
- the strain on our young boys and girls
~ and have, so far, produced no good result.,
In the course of the discussion in the
Academic Council, the Director remarked
~ that most of the students took up Mathe-
- matics as their optional subject under the
~ present scheme. This is a strong argu-

- ment against the introduction of optional
subjects, for it shows that students at
this stage are not able to select for them-

‘to have its own entrance test ‘for

e

selves subjects for which they have a
natural aptitude but have to be guided —
or rather they arve misguided—in their
selection by their parents, teachers or -
friends.

A Via media has, therefore, to be found
which will effect a happy compromise,
unless it be that the University resolves
the
admission of students into its sacred por-
tals. It is earnestly hoped that a proper
solution will be arrived at before long and
that once a scheme is settled, it will be
given a fair trial Lefore a change is
thought of. There is no hurry, as the
present scheme without the C group and
with a few alterations in the syllabuses
in Elementary Mathematics, Elementary
Seience, History and Geography may be
worked with advantage until a better one
is introduced. Festina lente!

ever be.

hold you baek,
like lions.

I want each one of My children to be a hundred times greater than what I could

Every one of you MUST BE A GIANT—MUST, that is my word.
Obedience, readiness, and love for the cause—if you have these three, nothing can

If you are really my children, you will fear nothing, stop at nothing. You will be

We must rouse India and the whele world.

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA.,




Charity on the Rail Road.

@y TS, Warayanan (Senior Intermediate.)

T was a wet December evening in
Madras. My brief sojourn in that
city having ended, I took a west-bound
mail-train from the Central Station.
The crowd in the small ten-seater com-
partment was not unusual at that time
of the year. But the company was very
pleasant and we whiled away the long
hours in cheerful talk until sleep overtook
a good many among us. There was some
rain. The drizzling went on until we
passed Jolarpet, and a very chill breeze
took its place.

“Tat-tat-tat”!

I opened one eye to glance at the in-
truder and there, in the customary white
uniform and with a pair of books tucked
under his arm, was the infernal Ticket-
examiner.

I shut my eye in disgust and pretended
to sleep like a baby. But the T.X. R.
advanced towards me in a flash. “I want
your ticket,” he grunted, “you, mister,
yes, yourself.”

“Take it,” I grinned, again pretending
to be fast asleep, and thinking he would
have to wake me up again and rouse my
anger, when he returned the ticket. But
the T. X. R. was a past-master in those
old tricks and jokes ; he left the ticket in
my shirt-sleeve and passed on—the
brute !

In a quarter of an hour, he had finished
his business and sat in a corner, a very
limp figure, looking tired and hungry. T
could see with the corner of my eye that
he was cursing his own lot as a T. X. R,
cursing the passengers (for being honest
in purchasing tickets and thus denying
him the ‘presents’ he would get other-
wise), the railway administration and
everything else. :

And as he nearly dozed off with out-
stretched limbs, the lavatory door swung

open while a force from within tried to
shut it again. :

The T. X. R. sprang up and with
lightning speed gripped a very miserable,
clumsy and helpless-looking fellow.
The whole crowd stood up to watch the
duel with which we are all familiar at one
time or other in a railway journey.

It was the oddest scene imaginable.
The T. X. R. anzious to rid his railway
of rogues, snarling at a poor up-country
fellow, who either had lost his ticket, or
was too poor to purchase one.

But the T. X. R. was adamant. “Now
shut up,” he commanded in a gruff voice,
“keep your fricks to yourself. Ticket or
money, that’s what [ want. Tf you don’t
have either, well, you get the usnal troun-
cing from the railway police.”

The frail old creature stood shivering,
both on account of his age and the fearful
prospect of being stranded somewhere in
pitch darkness. Though he said nothing,
his face bore an expression which would
have melted the stoniest heart. It was a
picture full of torture and misery. =

But the tyrant was unmoved by the
obvious misery his victim was in; the
whole fraternity of T. X. R’s are so. As
for the victim, his whole person was
searched and he was roughly handled and
harassed in a hundred indescribable ways.

Next to me, sitting cross-legged and
comfortable, was a buxom Chettiar, who
was all pity for the poor old blighter. .

“Where are you going, poor man’? he
asked in Tamil, turning to the T. X. R's
vietim.

“Attur,” came thereply, “‘on the Salem
—Vriddhachalam railway.” And asif he
felt some relief from the kind words of the
Chettiar, he added, “It’s true, Sir, I'm too
poor to buy a ticket. But I must reach
Attur befor noon tomorrow ; the day




~ after is an important ceremony in my
_house, and I'm just a poor old cultivator,
- and can’t spend five or six rupees on the
journey.” He sobbed, and it was obvious
from the rags he wore and a certain
honest look in his face that he did not
want really to defraud the railway.
“Ticket-collector-aval,” said the Che-
ttiar, “you see the man is really a bonafide
poor man. You must show some mercy,
~don’t you think 7’ The Mohammadan at
- the corner, and the Gowndan at the
_ other end, also recommended mercy.
. snatching this auspicious moment,
o dwelt a little on the philosophy of
ey (an adaptation from Portia’s
gech in the Merchant of Venice).

But the T. X. R. showed a very cold
face and would not listen. The next
step was decided on. The rich Chettiar
shelled out an eight-anna piece, and the
Mohammadan added his own four annas,
the Gowndon two annas and every, one
else contributed to the Relief Fund. In
the end, a good round sum of two rupees
twelve annas was collected. The Mail
had now reached Morappur Junction
station. The T.X.R. was glad to re-
treat with a four-anna tip, and a third
class ticket from Morappur to Attur was
placed in the grateful hands of the poor
old fellow who blessed us all in his own
crude native fashion.

THE MIND, A MADDENED MONKEY.

“How hard it is to control the mind! Well has it been compared to the maddened

tey. There was a monkey, restless by his own nature, as all monkeys are.
‘e not enough, some one made him drink freely of wine, so that he became still more rest-
Then a scorpion stung him. When a man is stung by a scorpion, he jumps about for
hole day ; the poor monkey, therefore, found his condition worse than ever. To com-
:his misery, a demon entered into him. What language can describe the uncontrollable
restlessness of that monkey ? The human mind is like that monkey, incessantly active by
its own nature ; then it becomes drunk with the wine of desire. After desive comes the sting
of the scorpion of jealousy. ILast of all, the demon of pride takes possession of the mind,
making it think itself all—important. How ‘hard to control such a mind !”

Ag if that

—From “Rambles in Vedanta.”
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