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“Shirty” Times.

Since Adam times have greatly changed,
And modern leaders have arranged
The colour of our shirts must show
How far, in_potitics, we go.

Herr Hitler, man of great renown,
Would clad his followers in brown,
While Mussolini gives the sack

To all who will not don the black.
In Frin, once so fond of green,
Another colour now is seen ;
O’Duffy shouts aloud for blue :

De Valera wants a different hue.

So now a kind and thoughtful Dail
Prohibits wearing shirts at all.

But really there is hardly need
That such a law should be decreed ;
Already we're reduced to rags:

No shirt—much less a pair of bags.

'T. BRIEN.
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OPENING OF
THE GURUVAYURAPPAN BUILDINGS,

Friday, the 23rd FVovember 1934.

EFORE a large and distinguished
gathering including H. H. Raja

K. C. Manavedan Raja, Zamorin of Cali-
cut, Sir M. Krishnan Nair, Kr., perform-
ed the pleasant function of opening the

ed the guests in a short speech. He said
that words could not adequately express
his feelings of supreme joy on that oe-
casion which was a most memorable one
in the history of the institution. One
reason for his joy was that the
new buildings which had been
sanctified by the holy name of
Liord Guruvayurappan had come
into existence during his regime.
Another reason was the happy
but unexpected presence of H.
H. The Zamorin Raja who had
expressed his inability to be pre-
sent on the occasion owing to
his ill health. A third reason was
that he had been able to ges
such an eminent Malayalee as
Sir M. Krishnan Nair to open
the buildings and preside over
the Prize Day. He extended to
all a loving and cordial welcome
and thanked them for their kind
response to his invitation.

At the instance of the Zamorin
Raja, the Principal next read the
Zamorin’s speech inviting Sir M.
Krishnan Nair to open the bmld-
ings. It was as follows :—

Guruvayurappan Hall, the foundation
stone of which was laid over a year ago
by Mr. W. Evlam Smith, M. 4., the then
Director of Public Instruction.

The new buildings and the College
grounds were gaily decomted for the ve-
casion and beautifully illuminated by
multi-coloured electric bulbs. The func-
tion commenced with praver and wel-
come songs by students. Mr. A. V. K.
Krishna Menon, Principal, then welcom-

Sir M. Krishnan Nair, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is with feelings of ineffable joy that
I welcome you all this evening. The
occasion is an espeeially happy one ; npart
from the fact that it is Prize Day which
is always a day of rejoicing in a College,
there is the added interest that we have
been able to bring a portion of the
Guravayurappan Buildings including the
hall to something like completion and that
we have today the privilege of requesting
one of the most distinguished ‘sons of
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Kerala to declare it open. 'The hall has
been a long-desired possession and will
undoubtedly prove a valuable one ; a great
many of theCollege activities will in future
be fittingly housed in it and I personally
consider myself as specially blest in that
the the consummation happens at a
time when I am so closely associated with
this institution as one to whom the
College is indebted for its local habitation
and its name and as the manging trustee
of the Guravayur Devaswom but for
whose financial help the buildings which
I am now asking youn to open would not
have come into existence.

I fancy the history of the scheme is
already known to some of you. In the
year 1927, thanks to the Religious En-
dowments Board and the trustees of the
Guruvayur Devaswom, it was decided to
set apart a portion of the surplus income
of the Devaswom fo utility purposes and
a sum of Rs. 5,000 was earmarked as an
annual grant to the Zamorin’s College-
It was understood that the amount was
not to be frittered away on current or
recurring expenses but was to be allowed
to accumulate so as to” be employed on
some solid work of reconstruction to be
named after Guruvayurappan. Much
about the same time, the University
Commission condemned the old palace
buildings as unsuitable for any College
purpose. The venerable and historic pile
was-accordingly dismantled and the triple
block of buildings of which the hall is
the centre was designed for the site.
" The foundation stone was laid just a year
ago on 22nd November 1933 by Mr. W.
Erlam Smith. M. A., Director of Public
Instruction. This was most fitting, as
Mr. Smith has always taken a most sym-
pathetic interest in the welfare of our
College, and we can never afford to forget
his kindness.

Work proceeded rapidly ; the northern
block of class rooms and the hall have
been just finished. The work in con-
nection with the southern block, though
it is not yet begun, will be completed, if

all goes well, by the end of this summer.
The hall is 90 ft. in. length and 36 ft. in
width and can conveniently seat about
600 to 700 persons. There is a big
platform which may serve as a stage for
College theatricals on occasion. Ample
scope still exists for additions and im-
provements but I believe that even in its
present condition it is quite adequate to
all the ordinary requirements of a College.
The class rooms have been made suffi-
ciently commodius and airy. I notice
with pleasure that the public are already
showing indications of interest in the
building. 1t is possible that the hall
will witness enlightened activities of this
kind more and more in the future. You
will, therefore, agree with me that the
College has through the addition of the
buildings acquired a completeness which
it-mever had. May I also hope that
these buildings will be the first begin-
nings of a greater and grander scheme
which will see our College a first Grade
College and the most important unit of a
pan-Kerala University ?

It only remains for me to say, Sir M.
Krishnan Nair, how fitting it is that yon
have consented to preside on this occa-
sion and to open the Guruvayurappan
buildings. You have been long associated
with public life. A few years ago you
were actively connected with the affairs
of this College as a Member of our Board
of Management. People will remember
with pleasure the signal service which
you rendered at a time when the progress,
if not the life, of this College had arrived
at a critical juncture. The then Zamo-
rin had seriously proposed to stop tue
grant of between four and five thousand
rupees ; it was your persuasive eloquence
which changed his decision and saved the
College. 1t is very gratifying to us that
you still retain your affection and solici-
tude for us and have made it convenient
to come and perform this ceremmony. We
thank you, Sir, for your great kindness
and invite you to open the buildings.
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Reserving his speech to a later stage,

Sir M. Krishnan Nair opened the front
door of the hall with a silver key amidst
thundering applause and the audience
moved into it. The hall became com-
pletely packed in'a few minutes. The
proceedings inside began with the sing-
ing of ‘Vande Matharam’ by Mr. P. V.
Gropinathan, an old boy of the College, to
the accompaniment of the gramaphone
record of the song.

Sir M. Krishnan Nair then made his
introductory speech. He said he was
very much pleased at having had the
privilege of taking part in the function.
He had spent some of the most import-
ant years of his life in Calicut town and
had always faken a deep interest in the
welfare of the institution. He referred
to his family and personal connection

with the College and recalled that in 1910 -

when he left Calicut, the then Zamorin
showed his kindness and regard for him
by presenting him with certain articles
which be still had with him. It was
particularly appropriate that the buildings
should be named after Liord Sree Krishna,
for the blessings of Sree Krishna were
necessary for any institution. Besides,
these buildings had been constructed out
of the surplus income of the Guruvayur
Devaswom. He ventured to suggest that
the funds of Devaswoms like Guruvayur
could not be utilised for a better cause.
The Principal read messages received
from Mr. W. Erlam Smith, Rao Bahadur
A V. Govinda Menon, Rao Saheb P. A.
Krishna Menon, Mr. W. K. M. Langley
and others. After this the Principal
read his report on  the working of the
college during the year 1933—1934.

Principal's Report on the working of the
College during the Year 1933 —34.

Following the usual practice on the
Prize Day, I have very great pleasure in
presenting my report on the working of
the College during the past year.

Strength. The total strength of the
College last year was 881, 143 being in

the College department and 738 in the
school department. The strength of the
College department is going down, being
only 115 now, but the school strength is
steadily on the increase. The fall in the
strength  of the College classes is not
peculiar to this institution, for I find in
the Seventy Seventh Annual Report of
the Madras University published last year
that receipts under ‘““fees from candidates
for the several University Hxaminations”
which form the chief source of income to
the ‘Fee Fund’ showed a fall of
Rs. 27,008 as compared with those of the
previous year. This is a sure indication
that people are beginning to lose faith in
the usefulness of higher education. It is
only a microscopic minority of our studen-
ts who may like to have culture for its
own sake. To the majority, however,
something substantial, capable of being
measured in rupees, annas and pies, must
be forthcoming in return for the time and
money spent by them. If, therefore, the
University education is to be attractive,
it must be remodelled on utilitarian lines.
Scholarships. 14 scholarships were
awarded under the rules. The Chowghat
scholarship was awarded. There were
63 poor and deserving students who were
granted full and half fee concessions. 8
boys of ex-military men were free scholars
and there were 6 Government scholarship
holders. 26 students belonging to the
Zamorin's family were free scholars.
Ezxamination Results. 62 students
appeared for the last Intermediate HEx-
amination. Of these, 28 passed in full
(45 percent) with 10 in the First class,
while 25 passed in one or two of the three
parts. I may also mention here, that 2
students won distinction in Sanskrit, 7
students in Mathematics, 9 students in

‘Physics, 10 students in Chemistry, 2

students in Liogic and 1 student in Mod-
ern History. In theS. S. L. C. Examin-
ation, 25 pupils were declared eligible out
of 69 who appeared.

Library. 168 books were added to the
Liibrary last year. In this connection I



Group Photo taken when the ‘ Guruvayurappan Buildings”
were opened by Sir M. Krishnan Nair, Kt.
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Nair, Mr. K, C. Unni Anujan Raja.
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have very great pleasure in expressing my
grateful thanks to Sir Fairless and Lady
Barber for their kindness in presenting
the Liibrary with 58 books quite recently.
It is very good of them to take so much
interest in the welfare of this institution.
Societies. The Zamorin’s College Par-
liament, as the College Debating Society
is called, had a very active time, the
meetings being held as frequently as
possible and the discussions being very
lively and interesting. The High School
Students’ Mutual Improvement Society
also worked fairly well. The exhibition
of interest in these societies is a healthy
sign, as it is they that give our youths
the proper training for future public life.
Sports and Games.

football, volleyball, badminton,
tennis, cricket was introduced last yearas

some students evinced a great interest .in, ..
this game. The would-be cricketeers were =
trained by Mr. Gaffore, the Senior Drill -
and it is hoped that they will

Instructor,
be able to take part in cricket matches
before long. It is a game which has come
into prominence today and I have no
doubt that the students who have taken to
it will acquit themselves well.

While on the subject of games, I
should like to point out that we in
this poor country of ours cannot afford to
spend so much on equipment for games as
we are doing now. As I said at a Teach-
ers’ Conference recently held at Palghat,
“We in Malabar have no excuse for en-
couraging such a costly system of physical
tmmmg in our schools, for we have our
ancient Kalari System of physical culture
which will not involve any heavy expen-
diture. It is high time for us to introduce
this system into all Malabar schools”.
The only obstacle to its introduction, if
any, will be our reluctance to give up the
games to which we have become accus-
tomed by long practice. But the change
will reduce the expenditure considerably
and must, therefore be welcome in these
days of financial stringency.

In addition.to the
usual games played here, namely- hOCke’Y,"
and™

Buwildings. It is indeed a matter for
supreme gratification that a portion of
the new buildings—Guruvaynrappan
Buildings as they are appropriately called
—the foundation stone of which was
kindly laid just a year ago by Mr. W.
Erlam Smith, M. A., Director of Public
Instruction, is now ready for use. I1f all
goes well, the portion that remains to be
done will be built before the College
closes for the summer vacation. As I
said in the report which I read on the
last Prize Day, I have no doubt that with
the blessings of Tiord Guruvayurappan
the foundation stone well and truly laid
by the Director will eventually prove
to be the foundation stone of a First
Grade - College into which this College is

‘beund 1o’ expand at a not distant date.

A First ‘Grade College has become a
desideratum-here in Calicut and it will be
quite in the fitness of things, if this hoary

“instifution, the old ‘Kerala Vidyasala,’

meets: this.long-felt need. I am full of
hopes for my alma mater and I am sure

" that better days are in store for her.

Prize Distribution. The annual Prize
Distribution took place on the 26th
February last. Sir Fairless Barber, Kt.,
presided and Liady Barber gave away the
prizes. The function was a great success.

The College Magazine. The Magazine
was issued only twice during the year,
numbers 1 and 2 having been issued in
one book in December. It has now en-
tered on its seventh year after a very
hard struggle. I am very sorry that
there is hardly any response from the
‘Old Boys’ to my request for financial
help repeated year after year. It is not
possible to “say how long this poor ill-fed
child will live but I shall try my best
to keep it alive even though I have not
the wherewithal to do it.

The old Boys’ Asscciation, 1 deeply
regret that I have not succeeded in my
efforts to work this association. The
present secretary told me that none .of
the ‘old boys’ whom he had approached
was enthusiastic about it. It is a great
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pity that the advantages of having an
old boys’ association are not sufficiently
realised. Nothing can be done unless
the old boys wake up and earoll them-
selves as members and I hope they will
do so- Better late than never.

Before I conclude, I wish to pay my
humble tributes to the late Mr. K P.
M. Menon and Mr. P. M. Swaminatha
Ayyar, both of whom were ‘old boys’ of
the College. Mr. K. P. M. Menon had his
early education here and after graduating
from the Presidency College, Madras in
1900, he was called to the Bar in 1904
and began to practise asa lawyerin 1905.
He soon became one of the leading advo-
cates of the Madras Bar and in 1921, he
was appointed Crown Prosecutor and
had the honour of being the first Indian
to hold that post. He also acted as
Public Prosecutor for some time. With
his intelligence, industry, independence
and integrity, the four I's that make for
success in any profession, he made his
mazk as a lawyver and was held in great
esteem by one and all, He took an
abiding interest in the welfare of this
College, and used fto ask me how his old
Kerala Vidyasala was getting on when-
ever I chanced to see him at Madras.
Towards the upkeep of the College Maga-
zine, he contributed Rs. 15/- and last
year he sent me a liberal donation of
Rs. 25/- towards the prizes for histrionics
given away in his name. It is not too
much to say that the College has lost one
of its distinguished ‘old boys’ and that
Kerala has lost one of her eminent sons.
Mr. P. M. Swaminatha Ayyar was also
educated in this institution and after
graduating in Arts and Law, ‘set up pra-
ctice here as a lawyer. His merits were
soon recognised and he became one of
the rising members of the bar. In
December 1932 he was appointed a mem-
ber of the Board of Management and
thus became officially connected with the
College the welfare of which he had
always at heart. May their souls rest in

peace ! . Another sad death of which in-
formation was received here yesterday is
that of Mr. A. H. Davey who was the
Principal of this College from 1916 to
1919. As a mark of respect to his
memory, the College was closed after the
morning roll call yesterday. May his
soul rest in peace !

A word more and I have done. The
College worked satisfactorily during the
year under report and I tender my most
sincere thanks to His Highness the
Zamorin Raja and the Board of Manage-
ment for their kind and whole-hearted
support and to the members of the staif
for their co-operation.

May God bless the College and bless
us all!

The president then distributed the
numerous prizes.

The students staged “ ‘KRISHNA
MAYA’, a Malayalam devotional play and
an English farce ‘LEAVE IT TO ME’
written by Mr. P. V. Gopinathan. There
was also another KEnglish farce “A
SHAKESPEARE LECTURE’ written
by Mr. M. “P. Sivadasa Menon, Eng-
lish Lecturer. They were all well
acted and Mr. P. V. Gopinathan who
was the chief actor was awarded special
prizes and medals for his histrionic
talent.

In his concluding speech, the president
complimented the actors, the prize win-
ners, the Principai and the staff. Refer-
ring to the fall in the strength of the.
College classes the president said that
probably it was not an evil, for if the
number of graduates increased year after
year, that would only add to the intensity
of the unemployment problem. He
exhorted the boys to take part in the
debating societies so that they might
acquire the power of expression in clear
language. He also appealed to the old
boys to support the College Magazine.

With the singing of songs and the
National Anthem, the pleasant function
came to a close at about 9 p. m.














































































































































































































































