His LATE Masrsty King GEORGE V.
##

To serve his people’s good was his sole part ;

Sworn to the sea, abjuring in regret peor ;
Its “‘far delight.” a fettering crown to wear Their love his high reward, Father and friend

| 3 : They hailed him, who, at the long journey’s end,
He bore the burden none but monarchs bear, Sought tidings ¢f them with his latest breath

Which, though tired age would rest, weighs on them  While o’er the home that keld our Empire’s heart
¥ ¥ ) g yet.  Hover'd the beatings of the wings of death.
But. sailor-like, his course he straightly set
Ty « H
By duiy’s constant star, and so du‘i fare g — Charles F. Byles
Through wrack, through temgest, into calmer air, in the “Iliustrated London News,”

In faith of Him who walk’d Gennesaret. 1st Feb. 1936.
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Our Lawless Language

TCONTRIBUTED BY LADY BARBER. ]

We'll begin with a box, and the plural is boxes:
But the plural of ox should be oxen, not oxes.

Then one fowl is a goose, but two are called geese,
Yet the plural of mouse should never he meese !
You may find a lone mouse or a whole nest of mice,
But the plural of house is houses, not hice !

It the plural of man is always ealled men,

Why should'nt the plural of pan be called pen ?

If I spealk of a foot, and you show me your feet,
And I give you a boot—would a pair be called beet ?
Tt one is a tooth, and a whole set are teeth,

S Why should not’the plural of booth be called beeth ?
Then one may be that and three would be those,
Yet hat in the plural would never be hose:

And the plural of eat is cats, and not cose !

We speak of a brother, and also of brethren,

But though we say mother, we never say methren !
Then the maseuline pronouns are he, his, and him,
But imagine the feminine, she, shis, and shim !

So English, I faney, you all will agree,

Is the funniest language yvou ever did see !
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An Unveiling Ceremony.

A came off in the College on the 4th
of October last when Mr. AL R Maclwen,
I. ¢. s.. Collector of. Malabar, l]ﬂVE]l(—_d
the portrait of Mr. W, rlam Smlth MiAL,
1. B. 8,
tion, \Iadl,ts in the- &umvayumppan
Hall, BeSldes the staff and the students
of the college,” quite’ a distinguished
gathering was preseut. on thé occasion
T'he tuncman mmenced at 5 p m.
with prayer by ome of the students. M.
§ L2 \flmm\nkmman Raja, President of
the Board of M.m-tgemenh of the College,

requested- Mr. ‘MacEwen ‘to unveil the:

portrait. In doing so he recalled the fact -
that the foundatfon stonesof the Hall was
laid bye'Mr. Smith.  He -was one of the

distinguighed educationists of _the presi-
dency ugd his portrait adornin the
walls ofithe f“ol!ege was at once a tribute

of gratitude 0 ‘one of the- benefictors

of the Cellege and an unfailing source of
i io] '.,&o those actively! connected
wution:  On behalf of the
agement he exptessed his

Board of‘?'

gratitude to the Principal for the: gift of_

the portrait to the College. ¢

The Collector thanked the Principal fot

having invited him to Ypreside over: the
function and to unveil the:portrait..

sald that Mr. Smith had served -in this

country for thirgy years, engaged .in the

glorious work of ‘educating the youth of
‘nhe Presidency. For a Ionnf time he was

Professor of Chemistry in the Pres:dencv*’
College, Madras, and hid won ‘the 1eﬁ.ud'~

which the speaker always ent,elha,med
for scientists and mathematiciams- Amidst
cheers the Collector then unveiled the
portrait

Mr A V. K Krishna Menon. M A | BL.,
L. 7., the Principal, then read meqqumc
tmm My, R. Littlehailes, Vice Chmcellm

very pleas.mt and happy fllDCth[l""_
Maclean, Registrar

~this District. !

“heart and a loving_disposition.

‘He - 'standing cha,mcteust"rc of his was that

. having responded to his invitation.,
‘Collector was then garlanded,

of the Madras University, Mr. W. B,
and Rao Bahadur
Krishna Rao Bhonsle, conveying their

warm felicitations and regretting their

~ inability to be present at the function.
late Director of Rublic - Tostrucs

The Principal said that the portrait,
which was executed by Mr. Das of the
Bombay Photo Studio, was an exact like-
ness and therefore a ‘“‘faithful remem-
brancer” of Mr. Smith, and he had no
doubt that it would serve to perpetunate
his memory in the College. “I have had
the good fortune , continued the Princi-
pal, “to move on. terms of the closest
friendship with him, even though we have
differed in our views on certain academie
matters. My present of the portrait to

~the College is-ashumble token of my deep

regard for him;and Lam therefore pleased
beyond measure that the “unveiling cere-
mwony has been performed by no less dis-
tingaishéd a person thanthe Collector of
It is not necessary for me,
alter all that Mr. MacEwen has said, to
expatiate. on the great qualities of his
head and heart, ~Suffice it to say that in
Mr. Hilam Smith we have the true type
of a pelfect; gentleman, affable and polite,
frank and straightforward, with a good
An out-

he was mlway,s pleasans. May God bless
him and enable, him to enjoy the otium
cum dzqmtate of his retirement and grant

“him a'long lease of life I”

'In -conclilsion the Principal thanked -
the Collector for having unveiled the
portrait, and the guests of the evening for
The
and the
function came to a close.

A group photo (reproduced elsewhere)
was taken on the occasion,

K. R.




W. Erlam Smith, Hsq., M. A,

[iate Director of Public Instruction, who laid the foundation stone
of the Guruvayurappan Buildings on 22—11—1933 and whose
portrait was unveiled by Mr. A. R. MacEwen, I. C. 8.,
Collector of Malabar, in the Guruvayurappan
Hall on 4—10—1935.









Group photo taken when the portrait of Mr. W. Erlam Smith, m. A, late Director of Public
Instruction, was unveiled by Mr. A. R. MacEwen, I C. S., Collector of Malabar,
who 1s seen seated at the centre.

[We are grateful to the Manager of ‘The Hindu’, Madras,
who lent us the use of the block for the above photo.

—A. V. K. M.]
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The inner eastern wall of the Guruvayurappan Hall.
The portrait of Mr. W. Erlam Smith, M. ., late Divector of Public Instruction, is seen in the middle.
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Wynad.

By A. P, Raman Kutty,

YNAD has always been a place of
terror to men of the plains. Wild

beasts and chronic diseases have always
been associated with the place. Unbear-
able cold and enveloping fog make the

“inhabitant of the plains uncomfortable

here. This region is situated some thirty-
three miles North-east of Calicut and is
about three-thousand feet above the sea-
level. It is rough and mountainous. Rail-
ways have not yet been able to penetrate
into these wild heights. Hence we have
to depend upon motor traffic.

Harly one morning, last Christmas I
received a letter from a Calicut friend
announcing his intention to visit Wynad
In my company. This was long antici-
pated news. My heart heaved with joy

crowded streets, offices, schools, and
other buildings: We were proceeding
at a good thirty- miles speed on the
main road leading to Vayithiri, one
of the best roads in all India, as I have
heard travellers say. It is very twisty and
zig-zag as it winds its way up the misty
mountains. A cold breeze blew over us as
we climbed up. In about an hour we found
ourselves on the slopes of the ghats—the
gate-way to Wynad. Massive hills one
after the other covered with dense forest
towered up as far as the eye could see.
The bright brains of many an Engineer
must have been heavily taxed in the con-
struction of this road. Half-way up, we
stopped our taxi for a clearer view
and got out. For about half an hour we
wandered through the thickets by the road

By THE HILLS.
P. S. Ramaswamy.

when I knew that my friend had at last
decided to come to my place.

Since he was a stranger to Wynad
I came down from Vaythiri to take
him up. We engaged a taxi and started
at 6 A. M. Very soon the car left the

side. We saw many monkeys and
a great many varieties of birds.
My friend had never been out of
Calicut since child-hood, and was
deeply impressed even by this
trifling scene. We returnped to
the taxi after some time and our
driver prepared for the ascent of
the ghats. The journey over the
ghat roads is a dangerous one,
The wonderful road with tall and
magnificent trees growing on
either side winds its way up
through this mountainous belt in
sharp bends over dizzy depths,
The majestic rocks, the water
falls here and there, the floating
mist and the mist-dulled rays of
the rising sun, form a scene of haunting
beauty. At the zenith of the ghats we
again stopped our taxi to have a glance at
the plains below. Viewing the scene
through a telescope we found far down a
bus ascending the hills, At that distance
1t was like a small insect to the naked eye.




4

We finished the interesting journey of industrial centre. The administrative
eight miles up the ghats and at last entered  authorities have given some prominence
a level region. Travelling at a fairly good to this place as they have a Sub-
Magistrate’s court, a police station,
and also a Sub-Registrar's office
.l here. TFormerly there was even a
District Munsiff's court, but this
has since been transferred to
Calicut. There is also a rural dis-
pensary which is the only medical
resort for the inhabitants. There
is a small bazaar also. But the real
attraction of the place is its
natural beauty, the forest-covered
slopes below and the rolling grassy
downs above. My friend found
himself in a world altogether
different from anything he had
ever known.

My house is situated about four
By A TAKE. © miles away from Vayithiri on a
branch road; our taxi left the main
speed we dashed over this plateau and Toad and ccntinued its slow but majestic
reached Vayithiri at about eight o’clock. ~ course along that road. The tea estates

Vayithiri is thirty nine miles from found on either side of the road ks
Calicut. It is neither a big town nor an d%1t€ new to my friend and I gave him

2 a short history of tea cultivation and
cultivators, He was deeply impressed by
the enterprising spirit of the European
planters.

After witnessing the tea areas and the
small pepper gardens we at last came to a
place called Pozhuthana. There we saw
a small bazaar and my friend was de-
lighted to see the varied types of people
collected there. Our taxi now left the
road again, and after proceeding two
furlongs it stopped in front of my house
Pozhuthana Edom. The inmates of the
house gave us a hearty welcome. By
this time a number of “Paniyas’” had come
to see the visitor. When he saw them
for the first time, he was much struck
by their appearance. The wmuscular
development of these Paniyas is of course
enviable. They were probably the original
inhabitants of Wynad. Now they are

i only the labourers working under the
ANOTHER VIEW OF THE LARE, landholders. Energetic, skilful, and

By K. E. Ramachandran. honest, these people are really the

K. E. Ramachandran.




masters of the place. Their language,
a mixture of Tamil, Kanarese, and Mala-
yalam, is difficult to understand. My

By A WiLD MAN.
K. E. Ramachandran

friend who showed great interest in
hearing them talk, put them numerous
questions and asked me to translate their
answers into plain Malayalam. In the
meantime the head-man of the Paniyas,
called the “Mooppan,” came and asked me
t0 permit him to exhibit their dance that
noon before us. I was greatly pleased,
and before long nearly sixty Paniyas
and Panichis (she-Paniyas) came to
the house with their musical instru-
ments. [ told my friend not to expect a
charming dance like those in the theatres
from these poor people. The rough but
rhythmic dance which they performed
was of course looked on with admiration
by him,

At 4 2. M. I took him to the nearest
tea factory. He was much struck by
the majestic appeararce of this factory
from a distance. The tea maker of the
factory was a very kind man and he took
us both into the factory with great delight.

He gave us an elaborate account of the
various processes involved in the manu-
facture of tea. He showed us the
different machines in the factory and
explained their working. After leaving
this factory we started to walk home. On
the way my. friend expressed a desire to
see my own coffee and pepper gardens.
Most of the coffee and pepper estates in
Wynad are in the hands of the natives,
Wynad pepper is considered to be the best
in the market. Like tea, coffee and pepper
are exported in large quantities from
Wynad. My friend walked with delight
through myewn coffee gardens for a long”
time. In the gardens he saw many coolies
working who belonged to the plains. . In
these coffee estates there are rows of
coffee plants which have a Iaxuriant
growth of leaves and flowers. Generally
coffee plants and pepper vines are planted

in one and the same garden. It was
almost dark now and we returned
home.

Next morning we left for Manantoddy,
the capital of Wynad. On our way we
visited a school at Vayithiri which I myself
had attended when I was a child. From
Vayithiri we proceeded to . Chundale.
There is a fine tea factory here. After
remaining there for a few minutes we left
for Kalpatta. This is an average town
with a good bazaar. On the outskirts of
this place there are vast areas of coffee
and pepper cultivation. There is a Jain
temple here which was built very recently
by one of the leading Jenmies of the
place. The workmanship of this temple
1s highly admirable. My friend remarked
that it was his first visit to a Jain temple,
We then visited an artificial cave made
of rocks which is situated close to the
temple. There is a boarding house
attached to this temple. It was here
that Mahatmaji and his followers camped
for some hours during his Harijan tour
early in 1934,

Leaving Kalpatta, our taxi straightway
proceeded to Manantoddy, the capital of
Wynad. My friend had hoped that it



would be a grand place: But when he
actually saw it hes told me* that inall
Wynad Manantoddy alone ' had = dis-
appointed him.  From Manantoddy we
proceeded to Tirunelly. Every one has
heard much about ~the Temple of Tiru-
nelly which is agreat centre of pilgrimage
to the Hindus of Malabar: The brook by
the side of the Temple, called:the ‘Papa-
nasini’ (she who washes “away sins),
ig well worth the name. In.the clear and
flowing water we had a plunge and -both
of us visited the beautiful temple which;
they say, is the best place for “Pithru
" Puja” (worship .0k ancestors’ souls.) By
night we returned to Pozhuthana,

Next morning my friend told me that
he wanted to witness the local big-game
hunt before his return. I therefore

G

arranged a fixture with the “Kurichias”.
These “Kurichias” are the best hunters
of the place. Their bowmanship is such
that the first arrow which pierces an
animal is forced in deeper by another
which hits it unerringly. By noon
about a dozen ‘Kurichias’ came with
their bows, arrows and guns. We all
proceeded to the nearest forest. Before
long my friend was lucky enough to see
the: Kurichias start a deer. The first
arrow killed the animal. By evening we
all returned home leaving the Kurichias
in the forest to finish the hunt.

The fear of malaria no less than the
exigencies of business called my friend
to the plains, and he returned to Calicut

the next day.




A Tes FAcTORY.
(WYxNAD)

ELEPHANT HAULING TIMBER.
(WYNAD.)
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The Fumes .of Sacrifice.

By C. P. K. Tharagan, M. A. (Hons.)

[(Time—Eight o’clock on a cold starlit
night.

Scene—d4 little room in the house of
Naran’s mother,)

Naran—Are you still shocked ?
look as if you had seen a ghost !

Kishor—I am seeing one now, the

“ghost of Naran. My old friend.

N.—Don’t be silly. Aren’t we all
ghosts when the self in one sense dies
every moment that we live ?

K.—Don’t you commit moral suicide
for the sake of a girl, however unfortunate.
There are no blessings on such sacrifices.

N.—Bosh ! To give up the lower for
the higher, the good for the better, is not
self-sacrifice, but self-advancement.

K.—But it seems to me you are giving
up the higher for the lower and the better
for the worse ; and that is nothing but
pure self-sacrifice, worthy of a higher
cause.’

N.—Then I should deserve, not plau-
dits, but the pillory. But, I am not.

K.—1 am sorry to hear it. How will
your mother take 1t? T fear it’ll break
her heart.

N.—Hearts aren’t so easily broken.
We'll see, however, how she takes the
news presently. Won't you leave us alone
when she comes? I hear her footsteps
in the passage.

. (Enter Mother).

M.—(to K.) Ha! You here? I am sure
vou will not think of going home now ?
In that case I shall ask Sanku to put an
extra bed in Naran’s bedroom.

R —Noj; thank you. I'm going home.
I didn’t notice it was so late. Good night !

(Exit).

M.—Did you ask to see me before

going to bed ?

You

N.—Yes, mother. I want to say how
sorry I am for offending you.” Here is the -
letter you wanted to see. It is rather
indelicate, but you may read it if you like.

M.—No; thank you. Spare me your in-
delicate secrets, _

N.—You are right to humiliate me thus.
I have deserved worse, You told me this
morning that I have been a dreadful was-
ter all my life. You were guite right.
Do you still wish me to marry ?

M.—SBuch were my wishes.

N.—But think how hard it would be on
any-innocent young girl to have to marry
a rotten fellow like me !

M.—That is none of my business nor
yours. TLiet the girl and her people think
of if.

N.—But mother, consider T am not for
any market, I dare not marry without
love.

M.—Who asks you to ?

N.—Will you give me leave to make
my choice ? :

M.—Certainly.

N,—My freedom must be unlimited

0 g i

N:—I warn you, the choice may appear
preposterous to you.

M.—Not unless it so.

N —There, you see —it is useless. I'm
afraid we are never going to agree about it.
( Stghing) But we can’t help it. Well,
dear mother, I love Nalini, Ganesh’s sister,
and -she, I think, isn’t averse to me. I
know the grave objection to our union; but
to me it is only an additional inducement.
You know it is the poor girl’s misfortune,
not her fault, Besides, am I quite spot-
less and pure myself ? ;

( M. remavns silent.)

N.—Come, why don’t you speak ?

M.—Was the letter hers ?
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N.—Yes it expresses her
though written by her maid.

( M. Again relapses into silence).

N —Come, say something. Af least call
me mad. Why don't you? My friend did
s0 just now.

M.—1I am your mother, and need not
flatter you. A madman is sometimes cap-
able of more decency and discretion. You
are a fool duped by a parcel of artful,
<designing minxes, vamps, and hussies !

N.—The more you abuse her, the more
you flatter me. I am sure don’t mean it

M.—1I wish she were dead, if she must
live to pollute you. ‘

N:—Oh no; don’t get wild. I never
knew till now that you loved me so much.
You will make me sorry for it if you go on
like this.

M.—Dearest, you are my only child.
Let me not lose you. I have been rather
lonely all my life. In my youth, your fa-
ther died, and T could have married again
so easily, if T wanted to., But I was a
foolish and fond mother and jealously
hugged my loneliness and cherished my
widow-hood for your sake. I have sacri-
ficed myself over and over again for your
happiness. I am no longer young. A
cheerless old age is before me. Don’t de-
sert me; don’t break my heanrt.

N.—Horrible! Your sacrifices have pro-
-duced all-round misery. No one has a
right to live for the sake of another, as
you say you have done. It is wicked. It
is making an idol of a man.

M.—An idol of wood or
have shown more gratitude,

N:—True; only stocks and stones can
stand it. Flesh and blood must rebel at
such piece-meal immolation in cold blood
You wished a moment back that Nalini
were dead. And yet what harm has the
poor girl done now ? She never saciificed
self for anybody’s sake !

M .—That is as much as to say that
you wish I were dead ?

N,—Well, in ancient times widows
used to ascend the funeral pyre of their

feelings,

stone would

husbands. That was the form their self-
sacrifice used to take. At least, they
never did any more mischief in the world
after wards.

M—My God ! what a serpent have I
sucked at my breast | why do I live to
bear all this patiently ? Dearest, pity
my weakness ! Don’t express your hatred
and contemt so openly ; you were always
soft spoken and gentle in your words how
ever cold and cruel at heart. After all it is
my love for you that makes me hard on
her.

N.—TI doubt it. But I have decided to,
vield to your wishes. I shall give her up
to please you. If iy words are bitter you
can see that I have begun self-sacrifice,
too. Are you satisfied ?

M —You will give her up ?

N.—Yes ; for your sake.

M.— (Embracing him while he strug-
gles. ) Thank God! what a load you
have taken off my heart! I thought
you didn’t care for me- I thought I was
the most accursed and unhappy woman
living. But thank God I was mistaken !
You love me ; T am happy and proud.

N.—Continue to be so.

(Sohs heard in the passage).
What is that ?

M.—Who is there ? (runs to the door).
What is the matter with you ?

(Enter Sanku sobbing)

N.—Why , Sanku ! what is wrong ?

Sankw hands him a letter and exit
nto a passage sobbing violently).

(N. Reads it, covers his face, and
throw himself connousively on the table).

M—(Soing up to him and shaking him)
Darliug, tell me what it is. Cheer up!
Tell me what ever it is. Your grief is
mine ; oh, look up, do, my son !

N.— (Raises his tearful face dashes off
the tears, knits his brows, and looks
darkly and firedly at her). Here is a
letter written, this time by her own sweet
(voice breaks) stricken hand ! Read it

M— (Readers the letter)

Sanku ! Sanku !



(Enter S. Sobing asbefore).
you this ?

S.—(Through the intervals of sobbing).

Panki, her maid.

M,—What has happened ?

8. —The lady has killed herself by
cutting open a blood vessel. (Ewit, in a
tempest of sobs).

M.—Good God ! what a nerve she
must have possessed ! Brave darling !
So young , and so unfortunate !

N—(Looking up from his reverie stern-
ly) Yes, she didn’t believe in a life of self-

~sacrifice.

M —Her death was a pure sacrifice. See
what her letter says: “I should have
died in vain if you do not live the better
and happier for my death.” Naran, it
is your sacred duty now to live a purer
and nobler life for her sake.

N—1t takes some courage to die. M any
& coward like you prefers to live a life of
“self-sacrifice.”

M—Darling ; don’t get wild, as you are
fond of telling me. Bear your great mis-
fortune more wisely and calmly. She
was a noble girl. Her letter is worth its
weight in gold: keep it as a sacred
testament of love. .

N—Give it here ! (Tears it to pieces and
throws away the fragments). She was
a silly, misgnided girl who murdered
herself through pride and vanity. You
are a crafty, selfish, impudent, overbear-
ing shrew and termagant. You would
have murdered her if wishes could Eill,
Even now while you pretend to praise
her, you are secretly relieved because she
1s dead, as if you were really her mur-
derer. Her death, you say, wasa self-
sacrific. Your life, you claim, has been
nothing but such a sacrifice ; both these
sacrifices have cost me dear. She has
crushed my hopes for the future, yon
have done nothing but crush my hopes
and thwart my desires all my life,

M—And yet I have supported you all
these years till you can talk thus to me.

N—You would not have done so if you
could help it! You always pleased

Who gave

yourself.
sacrific.

M—Darling, I am a poor simple wo-
man, very ignorant and very foolish,
Bear with my failings. If you can’t love
me a little for all my fondness, at Jeast
show a little respect.

N—For what? How can I respect.
you when you have made me repeatedly
lose all respect for myself ?.. How .can 1
love you when the affection you have
shown me consists only in crossing the
will and breaking the spirit of your
humble slave ?

M—Oh God ! [ wish I were dead like
that poor girl whom like a monster you
have called misguided, silly, and what not!
Death is a thousand times better than
living to be the mother of an ungrateful
child ! T wish I were dead, dead, dead !

N—You do; and she did, when she cut
her throat. It is your monstrous egoism
that makes you do it, You cannot bear the
least unpleasantness to your feelings But.
must either kill or be killed. You think
you have sacrificed yourself for me ; and
yet you would have been happier if I
were dead. She too died under the illu-
sion that she was doing the heroic thing
for my sake ; and yet she would have
chosen to live if I were dead. Your
cowardice has saved your life at the ex-
pense of my freedom. TLiearn at least
hereafter to live and let live. Don’t
embarass another by your sacrifices. It
is positively immoral. you have no right
to do it. (Rises and goes to the window :
he stands looking out with his back to
her). 1 am going away by the train that
leaves at midnight. I have even taken
my ticket,—two in fact. One was for
her, How inscrutable is fate! If she
had been a hittle more modest and sen-
sible, we would have been far on our way
to realise a life of mutual helpfulness and
contentment.- I too might have had a
future !

M-—(Hoarsely). Wkere are you going ?
When wlll you come back ?

N—I have no idea (comes back and

That is the true nature of self-
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stands in front of her). - Nothing binds
me now td any place or person. You
and [ never loved each other., We were
merely each other’s parasites. Farewell !
Remember me now and then because the

‘memory will be unpleasant, and there-

fore, salutary. Don’t mistake the glow
of self-satisfaction for the light of self-
sacrifice  (Ewzit)

M—Falis heavily on the carpet.
(Curtain.)
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On Superstitions.

By A Lecturer.

UPERSTITION is an ignorant and
irrational belief in omens, super-
natural agency, sorcery, divinations, etc,
These beliefs tinge our hopes , fears, and
_ actions to a greater or less degree. Some
of these we recognise as utterly baseless
and harmful, but we are unable to free
ourselves from their vice-like grip and we
are like Sindbad with the Old Man of the
Sea on his shoulders, Yet, there are
other beliefs which have a plausible
pseudo-scientific basis, and in arguing
about these even men eminently reason-
able otherwise flounder in a morass. The
basis of all superstitions is our fear of the
unknown and our desire for happiness, 1
shall allude mainly to superstitions found
in_South India, though no race or clime
is free from this folly.

‘We shall first take up omens. A young
married woman, a cow, milk, Rowers,
fruits, and musical linstruments are the
line clear signals for our undertakings.
A man with dishevelled or matted hair, a
man with physical deformities, a man in
sorrow, a pig, and a snake are our danger
signals.

The above is a reasonable classification,
since all pleasing things come under good
omens. The Hindu -almanacs tell you
that you would be lucky if you meet with
a prostitute, a corpse carried on a bier, a
white-throated eagle called “Garuda”
to your left, ora crow to your right
(please mark the direction of the bird’s
flight). But woe to you, if you come
across a widow, a man carrying salt, or a
cat in your path. What a strange irouny
it is that a prostitute and a corpse are to
be welcomed, while a young widow is to
be dreaded like plague! My readers who
belong to the esoferic circle of the science
of omens, can probably enlighten us.

Reptiles also have been created specially
to advise you as regards your future,
Listen carefully to the ticking cry of the
common lizard, the Gecko. Do not irre-
verently think that it is the cry of
hunger- The tiny reptile has the mys-
terious power of prophetic utterances.,
Liuck to you, if it creeps upward on your
body ; but death to you, if in its fright it
reaches your head. Probably, you have
been hitherto neglecting your dreams,
thinking that they are the creations of
a brain thrown out of gear, by a dis-
ordered stomach groaning under a load of
ill-digested food. Here is a correct inter-
pretation. Dream of a cobra, and you
will be rewarded with the jewel in its
head. Dream of a buffalo, the swift loco-
motive of Yama the God of Death, and
you will be very soon taken to the abode
of that God. Dream of an orthodox
Brahmin, and your house will in the near
future be visited by “Agni”, the God of
Fire. The Brahmin symbolises the
sacred or purifying fire. Itis a well-
authenticated fact, that the Pariahs now
styled “Harijans” will not in olden times
allow any Brahmin to enter their street
and they would throw away all their
mud pots, if polluted by the rare visita-
tion of that demi-god. Even to-day no
farmer allows his Brahmin landlord to
enter his vegetable garden, fearing the
latter’s purging fire or shall I say his
“evil eye.”” 1f Brahmins have really that
devastating power, there would have been
no ‘“‘Justice Party!” To the Brahmin,
the number five is ominous and presages
death. The cxplanation is quite simple
and reasonable. The cakes offered to the
dead in Brahmin obsequies are five of
each kind. An Englishman does not like
to see a dog wailing and tearing the ground
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with its nails, since it predicts a burial.
The white man who unflinchingly faces
bullets in war, behaves like a veritable
coward if he faces the number thirteen,
accidentally spills salt on his dining
table, or has to walk under a ladder.
The ladder is an object of fear to the
Brahmin if it lies flat in front of his
door. Does it not then look like a bier ?
We shall close this section, with a real
story. A lady, belonging to the Brahmin
community amongst whom the rule is,
“Once a widow, for ever a widow'’, was on
~a Friday unlucky enough to lose her
“Thali” the symbol of married life in the
hurly-burly of getting into a crowded
railway compartment. Toud were her
lamentations, and her sturdy husband
tried all his persuasive arts to console her.
A few years later, the lady died a pre-
mature death, predeceasing her husband,
and thus by her death escaped the evil
foreboding of that omen.

11

Liet us now turn our attention to super-
natural agencies, Many people are ready
to swear that they have witnessed the
pranks of “Kuttichathan.” This little
devil is a friend of Shakespeare’s Ariel
and has the unique power of changing
itself at will into any animal. This
fellow looks very mild by the side of the
fierce Odiyan, a devil peculiar to Mala-
bar. There are others of this ilk, in dif-
ferent parts of South India, and idols
representing them with grotesque and
terrible features are worshipped by some
communities, We see in front of some
Tamilian temples huge mud horses
lovingly built by the devotees, for these
devils to ride on. In other places we find a
metallic chain stretched between two trees
in a lonely spot, with a chopping knife
suspended from it. The rattling sound
of the chain will make the stoutest heart
quake. But do not imagine that all the
devils are terrible: Some are very lovely,
and seem to have a love for human com-
panionship. I can vouch for the truth

of the followiug incident. One dark
night two friends of mine, a vakil and a
sturdy merchant, were on an unfrequented
road just behind my house. While pro-
ceeding thus, the merchant stood stock
still all at once, and addressed the vacant
air thus: “Please, let go my hands. T am
no suitable partner for you !” The asto-
nished vakil asked the other what the
maftter was. Out came the ready reply,
“Don’t you see that fair damsel beckon-
ing to me? Sheis enamoured of the
flowers in my hand andof the fragrant
sandal paste on my chest.” On hearing
this the vakil took to his heels and
in his frantic flight his chest came into
violent collision with a tree and he was
laid low. Half an hour later, still per-
spiring and panting, my friend told me
the above story.

- The beautiful lines of Coleridge. come
to my mind in this connection.

“Liike one that on a lonesome road

Doth walk in fear and dread, S
And having once turned round, walks on
And turns no more his head ;
Because he knows a frightful fiend
Doth close upon him tread.”

The very common sight in some towns
of a donkey with a tin plate tied to its
tail trailing along the gravelled road and
running for its very life, being frightened
by the rattling sound, is the only parallel
I can think of. I shall relate to you
another story, which vividly illustrates
the aesthetic taste of a devil called “Brah -
marakshas.”” This is a ferocious fellow

and cannot be brow: beaten by the severest -

threat or thrashing. His only weakness
is that he can’t tolerate any musical note
which is out of tune. One day he took
a fancy to the beautiful daughter of a

King and took up his abode within her.

Medical parlance would style it hysteria,
but you know the secret was otherwise.
The King lost no time in announcing a
huge reward for the person who could
relieve his daughter of the undesirable
tenant. Many sorcerers tried all their
arts but were mercilessly thrashed hy
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the devil. At last, one who knew the
Achille’s heel of our devil, engaged a
piper to play on his *"Nagaswaram’’ before
the princess. The piper was one of
those musical monstrosities commonly
found here. The very first blast on the
pipe, made the devil feel the place too
hot for him and he begged the piper to
desist. But the musical prodigy relent-
lessly continued on, and our poor devil
had to swear that he would not molest
- the lady any longer.

‘We now pass on to the ghost world. The
ghost is a universal being, but somehow
he seems to have a peculiar fascination for
Calicut. Every rented house in this town
1s the favourite abode of one of these dis-
embodied beings. Yon can’t imagine the
misery of those who live in rented houses
here. 1 am not referring to the tyranny
of the landlord, but the mischief of the
ghost. If you have any faith in the astro-
loger’s word, you have to be constantly
moving from one house to another. A
learned friend of mine, well versed in
history, once explained to me the per-
manent result of Tippu Sultan’s invasion
of Malabar, According to him the ruth-
less carnage of that invasion set loose the
innumerable ghosts to trouble us the
poor citizens for ever.

111

Next we take up a study of that in-
teresting person, the sorcerer, who has at
his beck and call all supernatural agencies.
The science of sorcery finds a congenial
soil only in Malabar. Many are the Mala-
yalee sorcerers found in Tamil Districts,
engaged in the useful and happy pursuit
of relieving the gullible rustic of his hard-
earned cash. The criminal career of some
of these is too brief and they end their
days behind iron bars. The magician with
his occult powers will, for a petty fee,
promise to transmute base metals into
gold, multiply currency notes a thousand
fold without the aid of any manifolding
machine, find out hidden treasure, exercise
evil spirits, and cure epilepsy, hysteria,

and lunacy. If you are in an amatory
mood he will help you with a love potion
to win the lady whom you are pining for,
and he is at your service if you want to
do away with your enemy. It is worth
while to examine his preposterous claims.
I have heard from reliable sources that
some mental and nervous diseases are
cured by these divinities, The sorcerer
repeats by rote a set formula and gives
scme mental suggestions to the patient.
Medicated oils are smeared over the body
of the diseased and medicines are’adminis-
tered orally whenever possible. I suspect
that in the very few cases of authenticated
cures, the medicine and the bath are the
real curative factors, No one can deny
that our minds play an important part in
keeping up our health, But even modern
psycho-analysts like Freud and Jung,
with their elaborate theories of the sub-
conscious mind, the mental repressions,
and the wish fulfilment in dreams, and
with their abstruse technique of mental
analysis, claim knowledge of only the
fringe of the subject. Their conclusions
are only tentative, and many diseases now
classified as mental or nervous may at
some future date be satisfactorily explain-
ed by the faulty functioning of the duct-
less glands. But our sorcerer does not
stop with mental diseases, He can cure
by incantation scabies due to unclean
habits, infantile convulsions due to in-
intestinal worms, the diarrohea in
children accompanying teething, and
jaundice caused by a derangement of the
liver, For the chronic invalid, there is
always hope in Malabar. 'The sorcerer is
only one of the Trinity, which comprises
also the astrologer and the Ayurvedic
physician. The general policy of this
Trinity is “ Tickle me Toby, and I will
tickle you”. Closely allied to the sorcerer,
we have the “Visha Vaidyan” or the
specialist in poisons. He is an important
personage in the rural parts of Malabar
with its numerous reptiles. He is not a
physician in the ordinary sense of the
term. He has no medicine chest, but
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effects cures in cases of snake bite by
long winded mantras and sometimes by a
single word of benediction ! He is modest
and does not claim cent per cent cure.
Probably he has not heard of the recent
offer of a prize by the Haffkeine Institute.
Bombay. The task assigned is to cure a
monkey into whose blood stream is in-
jected a lethal dose of cobra venom. The
cobra is the only honest fellow in the
repfile world. He observes all the rules
of fair play and is easily pleased by proper
propitiation with cow’s milk or preferably
“payasam”, Why is it that nobody has
<laimed the prize? Is it because the
monkey has a proverbially fickle mind
and is not amenable to the mental sug-
gestions of the sorcerer? But it is not
yet late, the offer is open still.

v

I have purposely reserved my remarks
on astrology for the very last section, as
I fear I shall be on debatable ground.
Some claim for it a high rank among the
various branches of science. I want to
raise a preliminary issue before we argue
the merits of the case on facts. I have
been always perplexed by the dilemma of
Free Will Versus Predestination, not-
withstanding all the learned disquisitions
on the suject, I am asked by my friends
not to trouble myself with these theoreti-
cal discussions. How to reconcile Pre-
destination, the basic assumption of
Astrology with Free Will? The only
laboured explanation I ever heard was
that astrology predicts only our potential
tendencies and if we have a well-develop-
ed will we can direct our predestined life
into any desired channel. But I was
cautioned that only one in a million
can do it.

And now let us descend to the solid
ground of facts, Every village in Malabar
has its Sir Oracle, the astrologer with his
bag of cowries. For a couple of rupees or
less he is ready with his advice if you are
sick, financially embarassed, if you con-
template a matrimonial alliance, or want

e

to recover stolen property. Give him
your exact time of birth (it does not
matter whether 1t is local, Madras or
Greenwich time), and his predictions
can’'t go wrong. He is in the habit of
thinking loud and will fling at you his
slokas in endless succession. Give him
an encouraging look and an approving
nod, and he will unfold to you, your past,
present, and future. If the planets are
adverse to you, he will advise you to bribe
the proper deity with a small present.
Very often the present you offer to the
deity or to his vice-regent on earth, the
Brahmin, may not be proportionate to the
benefit you wish to derive. It is enough
if you have the proper mental attitude.

All the calculations of the astrologer
are based on the relative positions of
about nine planets. His science tells him
which are beneficent and which evilly
disposed. But there are no exact quanti-
tative laws to find out the resultant of
the various planetary forces, acting
simultaneously. The astrologer has to
depend on his imagination or intuition.
Moreover, the beneficent planets are
are always slack in the duties assigned to
them, and the evil ones are ever alert. In
the face of all these difficulties, the astro-
loger confidently predicts, and therein lies
his greatness. The Brahmins invoke his
aid invariably before fixing wup any
marriage, but it isa mystery why there
are as many widows and widowers among
them, as in other communities. Probably
the science is not at fault, but only the
man who interprets it. The astrologer’s
pastime is not always a harmless one.
Sometimes he slyly hints that all your
misfortunes are due to the evil machina-
tions of one of your near relatives. He
thus sows the seeds of mischief and
disturbs your peace of mind if you are
credulous enough.

In conclusion, I think I may justly
claim to have been quite fair and imper-
sonal in my treatment of the subject.
But some of my readers may think other-
wise. So fearing their wrath, I cautiously



: T
- remain anonymous. Bat should any one
of my readers try to seek me, I ask him
in his own interests to read the following
story. In a small town in America,
gambling with cards was so rampant that
honest citizens felt it their duty to protest.
The cue was taken up by the editor of a
local newspaper and he virulently attack-
ed the vice in the columns of his rag,
The very next morning when he was in
his editorial sanctum, an irate gambler
-came up with a horsewhip and asked
him where the villainous editor was.
The shrewd editor asked him to be seated.
gave him a news sheet to read and

.

i —

hurriedly fled downstairs, promising to
send up the editor soon. At the foot of
the stairs he had to face a second gambler
holding a club in a menacing attitude,
He told the second one that the editor
was busy reading a news sheet and oblig-
ingly directed him to the room above.
The next minute, the horsewhip and the
club came into play, but the real culprit
escaped. So, my readers, leave me alone
in peace and T shall wish you lucky
omens and pleasant dreams.

P. 8.—1I shall divulge a part of the secret. 1 am a
Brahmin and so, do not attribute my compli-
mentary references to Brahmins to communal
prejudice or malice,
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Principal’s Report on the Working of the College
during the Year 1934-35.

Following the time-honoured practice, I beg to place before you my report on

the working of this college during the past academic year, 1934—355.

Lest I

should bore you, I have dwelt only on such points as are likely to interest you,
omitting all the dry details of administrative work.

Strength March March
1932 1933

College 135 124
School 711 727
846 851

The above figures show that the

strength of the ‘school section’ has been
steadily going up, while that of the
‘college section’ has been falling. This
fall is not confined to this institution
alone, for the annual reports of the
Madras University for 1933 and 1934 show
that the strength has gone down in many
other colleges also.

One is tempted to ask why -students
are not flocking to the University portals
in such large numbers as they used to.
The chief reason, in my opinion, seems
to be that University education is losing
its charm for the younger generation on
account of the growing unemployment
and consequent increase in the number
of ‘learned beggars’. The charge has
been brought against our Universities—
~and it is not unfoundcd—that they are
doing nothing to solve the problem of
unemployment. “I thoroughly share in
the bitterness of our young men against
the present system of education in our
Universities”’, said Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru
when he presided over the second session
of the U. P. University Students’ Con-
ference in November last. He made a
very vehement attack on the merely cul-
tural aspect of University HEducation in
India. It was a trenchant criticism and
I cannot help quoting a portion of his
gpirited address. He said : “It is all very

March March Present strength
1934 1935
143 113 102
738 796 848
881 909 950

well for men settled in the professions to
talk of advancement of knowledge and
development of culture. I am not
hostile to culture which is essentially
a babit of the mind but education
should have not only cultural but also
economic value. I do not live inthe
cloudland of culture but have my feet
firmly planted on earth. ILook atthe
disappointment of young men who are
going from door to door for jobs and re-
commendations. Do you know that the
graduates of your University have
enrolled themselves as Police constables,
Masters of Arts are selling milk in streets
and Intermediates working as cycle peons
*while LIi. B’s have accepted humble
jobs in the Fxcise and Registration De-
partments, which would not have been
allowed in countries where there are tra-
ditions  of real University culture?
People in England, France, Switzerland
and Italy have realised, and we in India
should realise, that the University pro-
ducts must become useful economic units
of society, instead of being martyrs o the
illusive cry of culture and knowledge”.
That there is something radically defec~
tive in our present educational system as
a whole is admitted on all hands. His
Highness the Yuvaraja of Mysore while
inaugurating the KEducational Week
Celebration in that city some time ago,
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referred to some of the outstanding
defects and said : “A typical student in
a very outspoken article the other day
told us that it (the present educational
system) undermined his faith, destroyed
his ideals, ruined his health and gave him
no equipment for the battle of life. The
employer confirms the complaint He
finds the product of your schools lacking
in the elementary requirements of busi-
ness work, such as legible handwriting,
clear thinking and ready arithmetic. Too
often he finds the candidate who offers
himself tco big for his job in one sense
~and not big enough in another. The
parent complains of lack of discipline,
the doctor of seeds sown that lead to the
ruin of eyesight or digestion. And the
professor agrees that the system is bookish
and lop-sided, adapted to the single object
with which it was invented a century
ago and totally unsuited to assist in the
rounded developmeént of a people who are
advancing on all fronts at once”. Sir
Tej Bahadur is perfectly right in saying
that our educational system should be
completely overhauled. As President of
the United Provinces Unemployment
Committee, he has drawn up a valuable
report wherein the question of educational
reforms has been ably dealt with and re-
commendations have been made for the
remodelling of primary, secondary and
university education.
contains many useful suggestions, not
the least important of which is that
“steps should be taken to afford advice
to parents in regard to the intellectual
capacity of their boys and their suitability
for certain careets.” To put it shortly,
the ‘bread-and-butter’ aspect of education
designed to equip the students to earn
their livelihood is as important as the
‘spiritual and cultural’ aspect of it and
too much stress ought not to be laid on
the latter at the expense of the former,
We hope that the Central Advisory
Board of Education which was consti-
tuted recently and the inaugural meeting
of which was held at Delhi in December

The document .

last, will be able to reconstruct our educa-
tional system on healthy and useful lines.

The increasing poverty in the country
may also partly account for the fall in
strength and as far as one can see, there
seems to be no near chance of our escape
from the present financial stringency.

In the report which I submitted to the
Board of Management in August last, I
suggested the advisability of intro-
ducing ‘Natural Science’ as an optional
subject in the Intermediate classes.
Science is becoming increasingly popular
and that is as it should be in the present
highly advanced scientific age. In my
opinion, the introduction of ‘Natural
Science’ is likely to be very beneficial
to many of our students. The suggestion
I have made has the entire approv-
al of = the Board of Management
and His Highness the Zamorin Raja
isalso very much in favour of increasing
the “Science subjects”. If funds permit,
the ‘Natural Science Section’ will be
opened in June 1937, the year in which
the Diamond Jubilee of this hoary insti-
tution has to be celebrated.

Scholarships. 16 scholarships were
awarded under the rules. The Chowghat
scholarship was also awarded. The Junior
Conolly scholarship was awarded to a
student of the Junior class. There were
70 poor and deserving students who were
granted full and half fee concessions. 9
boys of ex-military men were free scholars
and there were 6 Government scholar-
ship holders. 25 students belonging to
the Zamorin’s family were free scholars.

Ezamination  Results :—72 students
appeared for the last Intermedate Fxa-
mination. Of these, 32 passed in full, 11
in the First Class while 85 passed in one
or two of the three parts. The percentage

of passes in each of the various subjects is
as follows :—

English. 64 Chemistry. 52
Sanskrit. 86 Logic. 79

Malayalam. 82
Mathematics. 77
Physics. 78

Modern History. 86
Indian History. 100
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8 students won distinction in Mathe-
matics, 16 in Physics, 12 in Chemistry,
2 in Logic and 1 in Sanskrit. In the S.
S. Li. C. Public Examination, 87 students
were declared eligible for admission to a
University course out of 75 who
appeared.

While on the subject of ‘examination
results,” [ cannot refrain from remarking
that the present system of examinations
has to be reformed considerably, inasmuch
as these examinations, as they ave con-
ducted now, are, at best, only a test of
memory. Hven in England, they are
discribed as “among the worst enemies to
education in freedom of thought and
independence of judgment”. That being
80, 1t 18 a serious error to judge the work
of an educational institution merely by
the percentage of passes in such examina-
tions. But examinations, in some form
or other, are necessary and hence they
myst not be ended but mended. An
Hnglish Committee appointed to consider
the question, say that “they are of
opinion that examinations as a test of
efficiency are necessary. They hold that
it is impracticable to recommend an a
priovi cure for the defects of the present
-examination system as
to recommend an a priori cure for a
digease”. We may, however, venture to
hope that as a result of the experiments
which are now being made, some methods
will soon be devised which will effectu-
ally remove the evils of the present
system.

Library and Reading Room.—121 books
were added to the Library during the
year under report. I may mention in
this connection that we are deeply
indebted to Miss Barber who was so kind
as to present the Library with 39 books
in July last. Being modern fiction, they
are a valuable addition to the Library and
are likely to be made good use of by the
students. T.iet me once again thank her
for her well-chosen gift.

it would be -

The following newspapers and maga-
zines were subscribed for ;—
NEWSPAPERS.
The Hindu.
T'he Champion.
Keralapatrika.

0

SO

MAGAZINES.

Tllustrated London News.
Tit Buts.
Strand.
Review of Reviews.
The Wide World.
John O'Londons Weekly.
Scientific American.
Hducational Review.

9. Modern Reviews:
10.  Scholar.
1. Jowrnal of Indian History.
12. Hastorical Research.

Several other magazines were also re-
ceived here in exchange for the college
magazine. :

Societies.—The college Debating So-
ciety did not work during the year owing
to want of proper accommodation., The
High School Society had "a few meetings.
I am glad to say that the College Society
has been revived this year and is working
quite satisfactorily. It may also be men-
tioned that the History Association which
was sleeping for a long time has now
woke up and begun to work.

Sports and Games.—The games played
were hockey, foot-ball, volley-ball, bad-
minton, tennis and cricket. The physi-
cal activities were fairly satisfactory and
the students took part in the West Coast
Tournaments and many other matches.
The large number of prizes to be given
away presently to the young sportsmen
of the college will bear ample testimony
to the encouragement which the Games
Committee of the college are giving the
students in the matter of games and
sports.

Hostel.—There were only 25 boarders.
With the diminution in the strength of
the college, the strength of the Hostel

00 <2 Oy Oy Ke To 2o



has also gone down,
boarders this year.

Working Days.—The college worked
for 160% days and the school for 182 days
during the year.

Prize Day.—The annual Prize Distri-
bution took place in the Guaruvaurappan
Hall on 23-—11-—1934 under the presi-
dency of Sir. M. Krishnan Nair who
opened the Guruvayurappan Buildings
that day. His Highness the Zamorin
Raja was present. The function was
largely attended and everything went off
well.  An account of it has been published
in the March issue of Vol, VII of the
College Magazine.

Buildings.—The new buildings named
atter Tiord Guruvayurappan but for
whose generous bounty they would not
have come into existence, are now nracti-
cally complete. A few more Improve-
ments have to be made. The Hall and
the Reading Room are now fitted up with
electric lights and I have no doubt that
the class rooms will also have electrio
lights ere long. Festina Lente.

The College Magazine.—The magazine
which ought to be published three times
a year was issued only twice last year.
During the current year, no issue has 'as
yet been published, mainly on account of
the paucity of students” contributions:
but I am glad to say that it is alive and
is being printed and that we hope to
bring out an *Annual’ before the college
closes in March. A magazine is not
worth the name, unless it contains 8
fairly -~ good number of students’ articles
and it is a great pity that, though the
magazine is in its eighth year, the stu-
dents here are not trying to nurture it
properly. et me hope that it will enter
on its ninth year under better auspices
and that it will be carefully looked after

by the young folk for whose benefit it is
intended.

There are only 15

The.  Old Boys’ Association;—I am very
much grieved to find that the Association
of the ‘old boys’ of this college formed 6
years ago has not grown in strength in
spite of the efforts made by the present
secretary. When the announcement of
this function was made in the papers, the
addresses of the ‘old boys’ were called for
so that I could communicate with them,
but there has been practically no response,
The college will be celebrating its Dia-
mond Jubilee in 1937 and it is expected
that their kind help and whole-hearted co-
operation will be forthcoming in a large
measure at least then. T request the ‘old
boys’ who are present here to take an
mterest in their old ‘Alma Mater’ and
to help me in making the association a
worthy appendage to this institution.

The Staff Council—An important event
during the year was the formation, on
the 28th September last, of a Teachors’
Association under the name, The Zam-
orin’s College Staff Council. There were
monthly meetings and many matters of
educdtional importance were discussed.
Ast he president of this Council, T am glad
to say that it is doing good work and I
have no doubt that if it continues to fun-
ction properly, it will help us consider-
ably in improving the tone and efficiency
of the college.

The working of the college was on the
whole quite satisfactory and 1 take this
opportunity of tendering my heartfelt.
thanks to H. H. the Zamorin Raja and
the Board of Management for their help

and guidance and to the staff for their
co-operation.

May God bless the college and bless us all!

Zamorin’s 00115€e=1 A. V. KUTTIKRISHNA MENOY,

Calicut, 20--2--'36. | Principal.
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STRANGE BUT TRUE.

BY
A LECTURER.

Do soime plants eat insects? Probably
you think that all plants derive their
nourishment from the soil anl air anl
with the help of sunlight build up the
carbo-hydrates viz. sugars, starch and cel-

Aulose. This is true only of green plants
having chlorophyll : what about those
without the green pigment ? Some act as
the scavengers of the vegetable world
deriving their sustenance from desaying
leaves and animals. Some arve parasites,
and prey upon the living tissues of other
plants. But the most wonderful of all is
the group of insectivorous plants. These
have chlorophyll, but not satisfied with
the nourishment they derive from the soil

and air, they capture insects and devour

them. « Verily, they ave like ourselves in
this respect.  Man can live on vegetable
diet without detriment to his health.
The only animal food he may legitimately
require is milk. But he adds to his veget-
able menu, eggs, fish and animal flesh.
He justifies this by pointing to his canine

teeth  specially  adapted for tearing
flesh. He argues, further, that animal

proteins are more easily assimilable than
vegetable proteins. A similar argument
is brought forward by the carnivorous
plants. The nitrogen and the mineral
salts they derive from the soil are not
enough for their growth and so they

supplement them by dining on insects.
To "this

group oi plants belong the
Venus Fly-Trap, the sun-dew, the
Pitcher plant and the Bladderwort. The

first has white flowers and its leaves ave
in two halves with a hinge in the middle.
On the upper surface of the leaves there
are numerous bristles. When an insect
alights on a bristle, the two halves at
once close together like a rat trap. Then

1t pours a secretion

and the digestive
process bagins.

_ After the meal is over,
the trap is once more set and it i3 ready
to welcome the next visitor. The sun-
dew has tentacles like pins radiating from
a pin-cushion, and on the thickened ends
of the tenta:les there ave glands which
secret®a sticky fluid. This fluid glistens
in the sun like dew drops and unwary

insects ave attracted by these shining
drops.  The socretion holds fast the

insect and the prisoner’s exertions to free
itsell make more of the tentacles bend
round over it in a loving embrace. The
Pitcher plant has tendrils developed into.
a pitcher with slippery walls coated with
wax. It exules a nectar-like fluid from
glands, to attract insects and as soon as
the visitor tastes the sweet liquid, itis
carried down the smooth walls to the
interior of the tomb. The Bladderwort
grows in small ponds and slow streams
and has vrichly branched leaves with
bladder like appendages. At the mouth
of the bladder there is a semicircular valve
or door, opaning inward. If any insect
sits on the door, there is immediately a
suction-like action and a current of water
enters the bladder, carrying the insect
along with it. The prey may be small
crustaceans, mosquito larvac and even
tadpoles. Wonderful are the snares and
pittalls which these plants prepave for the
insects !
i

What s cold light?  You have heard
of it, in connection with glow-worms and
fire-flies whose glow is cent per cent
visible light and no heat. We can make
a body luminous by heating it, but how
to make it emit light without raising its
temperature ? The over-all efficiency of
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of an up-to-date electric bulb is only half
per cent. Much of the heat energy of
the burning coal is lost in being convert-
into electricity, much of this electric
snergy 1s dissipated in heating the thin
wire, and only a minute fraction of the
original energy of the coal, appears as
light in the bulb. In the light emitted by
the bulb only a certain portion is visible,
the remaining portion being the ultra-
violet and the infra red. What, then, 1s
the secret of the cold light ? Two sub-
stances lucitferin (the fuel) and luciferase
(the ferment) with the help of oxygen
bring about this peculiar combustion pro-
dueing only light. Have you heard of the
‘cold lights of the sea ? There are many
kinds of luminous fishes in the depths of
the sea where sunlight cannot penetrates
There are the Lmtﬂn fishes wh\cj
carry their own light. Their luminogg
organs are arranged on both sides of the
head and the body and some have also a
reflector. Other fishes known as the sea-
devils, and the fishing-frogs carry on their

elongated dorsal spine tentacles with
luminous glands. The light of these

glands attraects small fish which are soon
engulfed in the capacious stomach of their
bigger brother.” There are other fishes,
whose bellies are wholly luminous, and
some, which emit a luminous secretion.
Varied are the function of the luminous
organs in fishes. The light may serve
as a lantern to light 1ts way, serve
as & lure to catch its prey, may
scare off its enemies or probably serve as
a sex signal. There are some small pro-
tozoa known as Nectilueca, on the surface
of the sea and their luminescence malkes
the waves sparkle in the dark. But the
smallest lamps are the luminous bacteria.
These are quite harmless and ave the first
to appear on decaying meat and fish
making them glow in the dark with a
weird light. But the decaying meat is
soon invaded by pathogenic bactevia. The
luminous bacteria are sometimes seen even
on an uncleaned human wound. But
the strangest of all, is a fish in BEast Indies

which carries these luminous bacteria in
a special organ under the eye. The
bacteria p1‘0v1de the fish with light, and
in return get free boarding and lodging.
Fishermen use these luminous organs as
baits in_angling.

11T

Can a fish disable. a horse!
age of Klectricity everyone is familiar
with dynamos, motors and Lieyden jars.
‘We also read in the newspapers that the
worst criminals are sent to the electric
chair in America. DBut many of us may
not know that electrical changes are asso-e
ciated with active vital processes in
general eq., the activity of muscles, nerves
and glands. There ave certain fishes
which have organs specially modified to
act as generators of electric charges. But
they can’t produce a continuous current.
‘With the help of these organs, which act

In this

as concentration cells containing Sodium
Chloride, they can give very powerful

electric shocks. The current ordinarily
supplied to us for lighting purposes is
220 volts, whereas the electric charge
given by the fish known as Electric Iiel
is often more than 250 volts, sufhicient to
disable a powertul horse. The electric
Hel is about 2 yards long, and is mainly
found in the Amazon and Orinoco. The
Electric Ray or the Torpedo, about a
vard long found in the Mediterranean,
and the hlen,tlu cat-fish of the Nile are
two other types, which have specialised in
this department of electrie charges.
IV

Germs are necessary for healthy living !
—We hear of Bacteria in connection
with some disease or other and so we
think that all bacteria are harmful and
pathogenic. But this is not true. Two
thousand different kinds of bacteria have
been isolated and studied and only about
5 per cent of them are harmful. The
bacteria are microscopic aquatic plants
rod-like; spherical or filamentous and are
closely allied to algae. Their functions
are manifold but each variety specialises
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in a particular work and does not intrude
into the domain of another. Broadly
they can be divided into three classes viez.
those of putrefaction, fermentation, and
disease. Some of these cause the putre-
faction of proteins, and some, the putre-
faction of cellulose. Were it not for
these agencies, dead matter would azcu-
mulate to such an extent that human life
on earth would become impossible. These
same bacteria produce from decaying orga-
nic matter, the humus which is necessary
in the soil for vegetable growth. In some
species of living plants eg. peas and beans,
& kind of bacterium lives on the nodules of
the roots and helps the plant in building
up the elementary Nitrogen of the
atmosphere into proteins. Other bacteria
work on human and animal excreta, and
convert them into ammonium carbonate,
then into nitrites and finally into nitrates
which are valuable manures. The
fermentation industries which depend
on bacterial activity are legion. We
may mention some familiar examples

like the preparation of vinegar and’

acetic acid from alcohol, the prepar-
ation of butter and cheese from milk and
the flavouring of tobacco and tea leaves.
Other large scale industries utilising
bacterial activity are (1) Preparation
from corn, of the solvents Butanol and
acetone, the first of which is used in the
manufacture of lacquers and the second in
explosives (2) Extraction of indigo from
the plant (3) Conversion of skins into
leather. A word about the last, may
not be out of place in this connection. In
preparing very soft leather, bating is one

of the processes which it has to undergo,

before being tanned. The skins, after
being dehaired and limed, are soaked for
3 for 4 days in warm water containing
dog’s or bird’s excreta. DBacterial fer-
mentation, accompanied by an unpleas-
ant smell, sets in and the skin becomes
very pliable and soft.  Think of this, the
next time you buy a soft leather belt or
purse.

Some bacteria produce enormous heat
by their action on organic matter, and
these are responsible for the spontaneous
combustion of haystacks, cotton rags ete.
We have already made our acquaintance
with luminous bazteria in a previous sec-
tion. Bacteria are the common denizens
of our bodies, more especially the mouth
and the intestines, Our digestive tract
1S a menagerie containing not only
baeteria, but also protozoa, amoeba, and
even worms. But most of these are quite
harmless, some actively aid digestion, and
a few only cause disease. We cannob
hope to rid our mouths completely of
bacteria, even with the costliest dentiftice
Even if we succeed in our destruectiev
mission, we can’t discriminate, and in the
wholesale slaughter we cannot isolate the
harmful bacteria from the beneficial ones.
‘We shall have finally the satisfaction of
being chronic  dyspeptics. Typhoid,
cholera and bacillary dysentery are some
of the diseases caused by bacteria. But
this need not alarm us. Tt is only when
the germs are in abnormal quantities or
where due to poor general health, our
resistance is low, these microscopic
bodies prove a menace to us.

“VT

Set a thief to catch a thief. Ts it not a
sound policy ? Vaccine therapy is based
on the same principle. Serum therapy
1s slightly different in principle. But
without emphasising this difference, I
shall give as an example of the latter, the
genuine cure for cobra or rattlesnake
bites. The venom is entracted from the
poison glands of these reptiles specially
reared, and is injected in increasing doses
into a horse. Then a large quantity of
blood is drawn from the horse and the
blood corpuscles are separated from the
serum. Then the serum is sterilised and
is used as an antidote for snake bite.

VI

Can you raise the dead ? You will say
that it is a stupid question. But, please
formulate your opinion after reading this.
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A dead heart will in rare cases beat again,
‘but all the dead cannot be revived. A
few new born babies with no heart beat,
and a few older patients on the operation
table under the surgeon’s knife and ap-
parently dead, have been brought back to
life. It is a drug named Adrenalin
which works this miracle, when injected
into the heart muscle. - It is prepared
either by extraction from suprarenal
glands of sheep and oxen or it is prepared
synthetically from catechol. It increases
the blood pressure and is also used in
surgery to prevent excessive flow of blood
from any part operated upon. When
injected it contracts the blood vessels and
drives away the blood from those parts.
But let me repeat, that it is not a univer-
sal remedy for reviving all the dead.

VII

Can you write with a penholder muade
of milk !  We think of milk only as an
ideal food for infants and invalids.
Various products wviz.,, condensed milk,
buttermilk, butter, cheese, and milk
powders are prepared from it. But that
is not the whole story. The protein
matter in milk is known as casein which
is used as the raw material of many indu-
stries. How is casein got ? The milk is
first of all centrifuged and the fat is skim-
med off. The skimmed milk is heated
and treated with dilute acid or with
rennet, an enzyme obtained from the
calf’s stomach. A curdy material is pre-
cipitated and this is casein. To purify it
and free it from whey, it is washed with
water and pressed. It is then ground,
dried by hot air, once more ground and
sifted. The white powder so obtained is
the commerical casein. Instead of skim-
med milk, buttermilk may be used in the
preparation of casein.

This powder is used in various indus-
stries. It is mixed with acetic acid to
form a dough which, by gentle warming,
is made plastic. It is then given any
desired shape by pressing in moulds. To
harden it, it is steeped in formaldehyde

solution and is dried. The product so
obtained is known as Galalith and is used
in making penholders, cigarholders, combs
ete.

Various other industries use casein.
There are paints, glue and shoe polish
made of this powder. The casein glue
is a waterproof adhesive and is used in
air craft, pilano making, toys ete. casein
is also used in shaving soaps, waterproof-
ing fabrics, playing cards and high grade
printing paper. The familiar medicinal
food Sanatogen contains casein and phos-
phates.

VIII

Are jewelry made from fish scales'’
The fine necklace of imitation pearls
which even poor women now-a-days
wear is made of fish scales. We lknow
that the true pearl is very c8stly and is
spontaneously produced by the pearl
oyster. How does the oyster produce a
pearl ? A particle of sand or a parasite
gets accidentally between its shell and
skin, and to overcome this irritation, the
oyster goes on depositing round the
intruding particle layer after layer of
calcium carbonate. To the scientist, the
pearl is chemically identical with chalk,
limestone and marble. If foreign particles
are artificially introduced by man, the
pearl obtained from the oyster is known
as cultured pearl. DBut imitation pearls
are quite ditferent, and are obtained from
two kinds of fish, the bleak and the her-
ring. The fish are caught and washed with
water. Then their belly scales are
scraped, and the pear] essence, a shining
substance, is wasted out of the scales by
running water. The essence is nothing
but shining crystals of an organic che-
mical known as Guanine, which is found
even in the excreta of snakes and spiders.
The essence is dissolved in amyl acetate
and nitrocellulose is added. Thus we get a
lacquer which, if necessary, may be tinted
by mixing with dyes. This lacquer when
smeared with a brush on hollow or solid
glass beads gives us imitation pearls. It
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is also used in the manufacture of but-
tons, tie pins, brooches and buckles.

IX

Which is the more cruel sex? 1 shall not
attempt to answer this question, which
you probably think is not in good taste.
I shall mention the habits of two insects
and leave the conclusion to you. All of
us have read about bees. KEvery beehive
has a Queen and no king. The workers
are the females, and idlers are the males
called Drones. The Queen selects a
Drone as her royal paramour, and soon
~after her nuptial flight kills her lover.
When in winter, flowers become scarce
the Queen gives an order for the whole-
sale slaughter of the males.

All of us know about Malaria and the
nerve-racking shiver it sends throughout
our system. oIt is cansed by the bite of
the Anopheles Mosquito. Itis only the
female insect, which is the perpetrator of
this e¢rime.

I do not wish to answer this question,.
in the case of human beings. But I shall
state some facts only, without prejudicing
your minds. All the world over, it is the
man who works and earns and it is the
woman who holds the purse strings and
enjoys. What is the attitude of women
towards men ? The answer you find,
in the following conversation between
the lady of a household and an applicant
for a servant’s place in the house.

Lady. “1 want one, who will run on
errands and do odd jobs without grumbl--
ing”

Applicant. “You are looking for a

husband, ma’am, and not a servant.”

[N.B. Tast section, all in fun and no
malice. |
Bef.  Scientific American ; Discovery
J. A. Thomson’s Outlines of Science
Vel I1
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The Zamorin's College Prize Day.

Thursday, 20th February 1936.

President :

W. K. M. LANGLEY ESQ.,, M. L. C.

NAMES OF PRIZE WINNERS.

GENERAL PROFICIENCY.

Senior Intermediate

—t
o))

. Subramanian

. R. Ganapathy

K. Kochukrishnan

K. R. Kailasa Ayyar

P. P. Krishnan

V. M. Govindan Kutty Menon
M. Narayana Menon

P. V. Damodara Menon

P. K. Seshadrinathan

E. Ahammed Koya

C. G. Balasubramanian

S. Narayanaswamy

. Seetharamavasudev

K. R. Subramanian

T. P. Kunhiraman

V. T. Kunhiraman Nambiar
M. M. Radhakrishna Menon
V. Narayanaswamy

K. R. Thankam

C. Krishnan

S. Seethalakshmi

T. Ratnam

G. K. Vasudevan

K. R. Parameswaran

SPECIAL PRIZES,

=

Junior Intermediate
Sixth Form

Fifth Form

Fowrth Form

Third Form

Second Form

Furst Form

Fifth Class

Fourth Class

Third Class

Second Class

£O = B = DD O = RS B D = o D RO RO = O
<

English Essay

Senior Intermediate 1. B. C. Verghese
2. P.S. Ramaswamy

_ (Donor : Mr. K. C. Maron Raja)

Junior Intermediate . 1.. K. S. Narayanan
2. K. Ramachandra Menon
(Donor: Mr.A. K. T. K. M. Guptan Nambu-
diripad)



Sixth Form

Malayalam Essay

Senior Intermediate
Junior Intermediate
Sixth Form

English Elocution
Senior Intermediate

Junior Intermediate

Sixth Form

Malayalam Elocution
Senior Intermediate

Junior Intermediate

Sixth Form

English Essay on Life Assurance.

Senior Intermediate

Malayalam Short Story
Junior Intermediate

Mathematics.
Senior Intermediate

Junior Intermediate
Sixth Form
Fifth Form

Sanskrit.
Senior Intermediate

Junior Intermediate

Lo

V. P. Raman
5. Narayanan Shenoy
(Donor :  Mr. C. Gapalan Nair)

LT

T. K. Damodaran Nair

V. M. Govindan Kutty Menon

V. Raghavan

(Donor : M. R. Ry., P.Sreemanavedan Raja
Avl. The Fourth Raja of Calicut)

N. L. Anantanarayanan
(Barlow Prize)
1. T. M. Malathi Kovilamma
2. V. M. Govindan Kutti Menon
(Donor :  Mr. V. K. Eradi in memory of Dewan
Bahadur Kelu Eradi)
V. Divakara Rao
(Donor : Mr. V. K. Evadi in memory of Dewan
Bahadur Kelu Eradi).
1. N. L. Anantanarayanan 2. B. C. Verghese.
(Donor : Mr. E. Narayanan Nair.) '
T. M. Malathi Kovilamma.
(Donor : Sreemathi T. Ammukutti Amma.)
V. P. Rajagopalan Nambiar.

P. 8. Ramaswamy.

(Domnor : Mr. B. S. Shenoy.)

K. Ramachandra Menon
(Donor : My. V. T. Sankunni Menon.)

. K. V. Dharmarajan.

(Donor: Myr. R. Ry.

Rao Bahadur A. V. Govinda.
Menon Avl.)

. K. Kochukrigshnan.

(Donor : Mr. A. V. K. Krishna Menon.)
5. Rengarajan.

(Rar Bahadur Krishnan Nair Prize)
A. Krishnan.

(Donor Mr. A. V. K. Krishna Menon. )
P."K. Seshadrinathan.

(Donor My. A. V. K. Evishna Menon.)

K. Kochukrishnan,

(Donor: Mr. Kollengode P. Gopalan Nair.),
5. Rengarajan.

(Donor : My. P. K. Manavikraman Raja)



Sixth Form

Hindi and Sanskrit
Sixth Form

Physicial Science.
Sixth Form
Chemastry
Sixth Form

English

5. 8. LC. Publie

Examination | 2.

Good Conduct
Senior Intermediate

Junior Intermediate

Sixth Form

Drawing

Fourth Form

Third Form

Second Form

First Form.

Fifth Class

Fourth Class
Indian Hustory

Senior Intermediate

Juniors

Tootball

Badminton

=08

P. G. Balachandran.
(Donor : Mr. A. V. K. Krishna Menon.)

T. V. Anantaraman.
(The College Laterary Association Prize)

T. N. Padmanabhan Tirumulpad
(Donor: M.'R. Ry. Rao Bahadur T.M. K.
Nedungadi Avl.) 3

V. M. Govindan Kutty Menon
(Donor : Mr. P. K. Sreeveerarayan Raja.)

C. Ammini Kutty
T. Peethambaran Nedungady. X
(Donor : Mr. V. Sankunni Menon.)

M. K. Radhakrishna Menon.
(The Sriveerarayan Raja Prize)
K. P. Vasudevan Nair
 (Donor : Mr. K. C. Unnianujan Raja.)
K. Krishna Dasan
(Donor : Rao Saheb P. Balakrishna Menon in me-
mory of his uncle, the late Mr. P. Govinda Menon)

‘P. K. Perumal

K. Gopalan

Kolath Balakrishnan
T. A. Achuthan

K. Natarajan

T. Madhavi Kutty

N. L. Anantanarayanan
(Donor : Mr. M. K. Padmaprabha Gounder wn
memory of his father M. K. Krishna Gounder.)

GAMES.
1. K. C. Ramunny Menon (Captain)
2. T. K. Balakrishnan Nair
3. K. Ramunny Menon

4. T. Rama Kurup:

5. T. Ramachandra Kurup

6. M. Balasubrmanian Pillai .
7. K. K. Rajaratnam

8. P. P. Narayanaswamy

9. P. Nanu

(1. A, Lakshmanan

12. A, Narayanan



Ring-Tennis

Seniors

Football

Hockey

Sixth Form

Basketball
Sixth Form

P’Olleglball

Sixth Form

Tennis
Fifth Form
Badminton
Sixth Form
Bing Tennis
Sixth Form
Badminton Runners up
Junior Intermediate

SENIORS

100 Yds. Dash
Long Jump
Hurdles

(1. K. C. Ramunny Menon
2. K. Balakrishnan
1.. P. M. Krishnan (Captain)
(2; C. V. Rajan
3. L. K. Balasabramanian
4. N. Gopalakrishnan
5. T. G. Suryanarayanan
6. V. 0. Govinda Menon
7. T\ Madhava Kurup
‘ 8. P. Nagaraman
9. P. Vasudevan Naix

A. C. Udayavarma Raja (Captain)
T. Achutha Kurup
T. N. Padmanabhan Tivumulpad
G. K. Balakrishnan Nair
V. P. Balakvishnan Nambiar
K. Krishnadas
3. Gopala Menon
P. M. Krishnan (Captain)
R. Ganapathy
N. Gopalakrishnan
1. K. Balakrishnan Nair
T. G. Suryanarayanan
C- P. Viswanathah (Captain)
P. M. Krishnan
V. C. Govinda Menon
P. Nagaraman
°. C. Kunhianujan Raja
R. Ganapathy
N. Gopalakrishnan
T. G. Suryanarayanan
9. T. Balakarishnan Nair
{1.  P. Subramanian
(2. 8. V. Govindaswamy
{1. M. C. Kasiviswanatha Raja
L. R. Hariharan

L
{1‘ C. V. Rajam
2. A
1
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. Veeraraghavan
K. P. Vasudevan Nair
2. C. Bhaskara Menon
Donor : Mr. 8. A. Gaffur
SPORTS.

A. C. Udayavarma Raja
- A. C. Udayavarma Raja
G. K. Balakrishnan Nair



High Jump

220 Yds. Dash

Hop. Step and Jump
440 Yds.

Pole Vault

880 Yds.

Throwing the Cricket Ball
Chatty BRace

Cycle Slow Race

Kicking the Football

Three-legged Race

Relay Race

JUNIORS
100 Yds. Dash
Long Jump
Huigh Jump
200 Yds Dash
Hop. Step and Jump
Pole Vault
440 Yds
880 Yds.
Throwing the Cricket Ball
Chatty Race
Kicking the Football

Three Legged Race

Relay Race

Boys
76 Yds. Dash
Candle Race
Egg and Spoon Race
Problem Race

Thres Legged Race

Potato Gathering
Musical Chairs

GIRLS
Thread and Needle Race
do.
do.

P. M. Krishnan

G. K. Balakrishnan Nair

A. C. Udayavarma Raja

A. C. Udayavarma Raja

T. Narayanankutty Menon
Donor: My P Kunhiraman Nair
G. K. Balakrishnan Nair

E. Krishnan

K. P. Perumal

C. P. Viswanathan

T. Achutha Kurup
sl P e T umal

2. Stephen Pavamani

1. G. K. Balakrishnan Nair
2. A. C. Udayavarma Raja
3. 'T. Achutha Kurup

4. K. Kesavan Nair

C. N. Balakrishnan

K. Achuthan

5. V. Govindaswamy

K. Achuthan

5. V. Govindaswamy

C. V. Rajan

C. N. Balakrishnan

K. Raghavan Nair

V. Madhava Kurup

A B. Narayanan

T. A. Balakrishnan Nair

1. A. Sankaranarayanan Nair
2. C. Karunakaran Nair

1. K. Raghavan Nair

2. M. P. Balakrishna Menon
3. C. V. Rajam

4. 5. V. Govindaswamy

P. Sadanandan

T. Kunhiraman Nair

T. S. Vamanan

P. K. Manavedan Raja

(1. A Narayanan
{2, V. K. Viswanathan (III A.)
T. K. Ramamoorthy

M. D. Seshadri

M. K Rugmini
R. Rajam
R. Parvathi



G

76 Yds. Race M. K. Parvathy
do. M. Janaki Ammal

Skipping the Rope G. P. Ananthalakshmi

0. C. C. Kousalya :
Egg and Spoon Race M. A. Kamalam
Musical Chairs N. C. Visalaksh:
Scouts Relay Wolt Patrol
Special Prize for Volleyball P. M. Krishnan

Donor Mr. S. V. Gopalakrishnan
P. M. Krishnan

K. V. Ratnachandran.

T. G. Suryanarayanan

C. P. Viswanath

V. C. Govinda Menon

K. V. Muhamed

5. Gopala Menon

5. V. Shenoy

Tug of War ﬂ
- Sixth Form \

® o o w0

Championship

Seniors ‘ A. C. Udayavarma Raja.

(Donor : Dr. T. M. K. Nedungadi.}
Championship Cup

Juniors S. V. Govinda Swami
(Donor Dr. C. V. Narayana Iyer.)

Special Prize for Football P. Ramachandra Menon
: (Donor Mr. V. Konthunni Menon)
A. Venugopalan Nair.
(Donor Mr. T. S. Kurup.)
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A Farewell Address.

[ The following farewell address to
his students was delivered by the late
Mr. K. Narayana Marar, B. A., B. L., who
was a teacher of this college, then known

- as “Kerala Vidya Sala”, from 1883 to 1886.

Tam sure that it will be read with
mterest by those ‘old boys’ who had the
good fortune to read here under princi-
pals like Mr. Cecil M. Barrow, the first
Principal and a well-known educationist,
Mr. A. J. Atkinson and Mr. C. G. Fagan.
1 am deeply indebted to Mr. T. K. Gropal
Panikkar, B. A, an ‘old boy’ and an ‘ex-
teacher’ of the ‘Kerala Vidya Sala’, well-
known to the Malayalees as the author of

- “Malabar and its folk”, wk.o was able with

the help of his marvellous memory to re-
praduce and dictate the whole of this
speech verbatim.

After leaving the college, Mr. Marar
joined the legal profession and practised
here at Calicut. He was next appointed
Judge of the District Court at Trichur
and subsequently became a Judge of the
Chief Court at Hrnakulam. I am told
that he was for a short time the Dewan of
Cochin before he retired—A. V. K. M.]

Your Higness & You my other Beloved
Pupils,—I thank you most heartily for
these very kind expressions of yours and
for this more tangible proof of your re-
gard for me with which you have backed
them up.
anything very remarkable so as to merit
such marked recognition at your hands,
I confess I never for a moment indulged
in the dream that the humble services
which it has been my good fortune to
render to you would be so flatteringly
appreciated by you and indeed I am
inclined to believe that this ceremony of
tolay 1s to be attributed move to your
own good natures than to any merit of
mine. Be that as it may, T can assure
you that my short connection with you
at school I have every reason to reckon
as one of the most pleasant episodes in

Conscious of not having done -

my life, thanks to my most vevered master,
Mr. Barrow, who put me amongst you
and thanks to you who have contributed
to make it so pleasant to me.

Apart from circumstances of which it
is needless and profitless to complain, my
career as a school master has been especi-
ally useful to me, a school master's pro-
fession being, as some of my most inti-
mate friends well know, the profession
most congenial to my nature. To few
here below—take my word for it, my®
young triends,—is vouchsafed a moment of
keener pleasure than that which it is the
schoolmaster’s to enjoy. Itis his privilege
to watch the gleam of intelligence bright-
ening up the youthful countenances of
a whole class of boys as they are led step
by step to comprehened the true and
exact import of a difficult passage in
their texts or the lustrous response beam-'
ing forth from their eyes as the in-
tricacies of a difficult question are un-
ravelled. To my mind, whatever claims
a school master can rightly have to the
gratitude and good will of his pupils must
be based not so much on his success as a
good coach for university examinations
as on his constant endeavour to instil the
spirit of true gentlemanliness into their
hearts, to teach them to love the mor-
ally beautiful, to admire the truly noble,
to appreciate the really good and to make
them love to tread the paths of virtue
always. In my relations with you, my
good pupils, my modest endeavour has been
to be guided by these considerations and
my strong conviction, amply confirmed by
experience, that love always has a potency
for good far superior to fear; and if you had
only felt satisfied that I had in any degree
been succesful, then T should have consi-
dered myself more than amply rewarded
for my troubles. But you would go
turther and make such demonstrative re-
cognition of my humble services that I
cannot sufficiently thank you for it.



o

It will only be just in place here to
offer you my heartfelt thanks for the
highly satisfactory manner in which you
have uniformly behaved towards me, the
extreme readiness which you have invari-
ably evinced in obeying my slightest
will, giving rise, during the whole of
these three years and more, to no hiteh,
no rub, no unpleasantness of any kind
betwixt us, the many happy hours which
you rendered it possible for us to spend
in each other’s company and above all,
the splendid opportunity I have been
offered of making friends with so many
excellent young gentlemen as T am proud
to say I have been able to do. All these
combined with the numerous trifles
that have seasoned our relations with each
other have conspired to make the remem-
brance of what has now come to be but
an incidental digression in my life most
delicious to me and the thought of leaving
you, to be sincere, quite the reverse.

I know of no profession more noble
than that of a school master. The most

ambitious can be content to feel within -

their grasp the right and power to mould
and fashion the vacant intellect of the
living world. He it is that shapes the
plastic mould of young minds, draws them
out, develops them, fills them with lofty
ideas and thus dispels the darkness of
ignorance and mightily promotes the
progress of mankind. What can be more
noble than these functions? But if it is
the most noble and pleasurable of all
professions, it is at the same time the
most responsible.

No one is more deeply impressed than
myself with the sense of the grave res-
ponsibilities restirig on the shounlders of a
schoolmaster, not only of training his
pupils up to the competency of success-
fully meeting in their afterlives the
stupendous issues of social and political
importance in which we are and long
shall be engaged, but of seeing that no
unguarded word or unseeming conduct,
no indecent rudeness or improper harsh-
ness on his part impairs the moral tone

which it is necessary to impart to the
highly impressionable young minds en-
trusted to his care before they crystallise
themselves into the rigidity of hardened
insensibility.

You refer in your address to many
things personal in my case as character-
istic ones in my. relations with: you. I
may assure you with a slight deviation
from the poet,

“Wherever I be, whatever course

pursued,
My heart unchanged shall fondly turn
to you.”

I beg of you also to pay particular atten-
tion during your college days to your
physical training and to take kindly to
gymnastics in particular. ‘Mens sana in
corpore sano’—a sound mind in a sound
body—is a good old maxim and to thoss
whose lot is sufficiently cast with
youngsters like you, an advantageous one.
I therefore entreat you to bestow parti-
cular care on the physical side of yeur
education.

You refer in your address to
the future course of life [ am about to
enter on and you wish me every success
init. The glorious uncertainty of law is
proverbial. No less glorious is the un-
certainty of the legal profession. But I
am afraid I should be wanting in candour,
considered wanting in self-veliance or
accused of false modesty, were I to con-
ceal from you the fact that within my
breast there is some voice telling me that
I can and will in course of time succeed
in this new field.

But now to conclude. I once more
thank you for your kindness this day and
throughout my career here. I also thank
you for the kind address you were so
good as to present me with and my good
wishes follow you wherever you go. I
thank you once for all for your address
and for this golden ring, the emblematic
remembrance of so many varied and
delightful associations; both these T would

most lovingly cherish to the end of my
life.
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The Gods Think Aloud.

(By P. 5. Ramaswami, Senior Infer. Class.)

Indra : Aavoo! How dreary my life
is! If only something will happen !
One of you, there, go and see whether
Brahma proposes to create any more
Rakshasas. T will gladly exchange my

- position as King of the Gods for that of,

say, Yama or Kubera, or Varuna. For

- about a million years, I have remained

thus, sitting idle and watching the others
at work. This is the result of being king
of the Gods. They are so perfect that
they require no Government.

Ah! Here comes Varapriya. Why,
what is the matter, Varapriya ? Dancers?
Rambha, Menaka, Tilottama, etc? The
same old dancing set! Go away, go
away, I don’t want to see their dancing.
See them yourself, if you want to, T am
weary of them. Iam weary of their
dancing. No doubt, no doubt, they are
the most perfect dancers and the most
beautiful of all created things, as Brahma
sald the other day. But, a thing of beauty
1s not a joy for ever—particularly if that
thing of beauty never changes. I am
weary of this hard gold throne, and of all
the golden things here as well as on the
earth. TLiook at Yama there! Stout
tellow, he works so hard.

1 believe, the reason for all my vexat-
lons is that damned Ambrosia which I
sup, morning, noon, and night, every day.
I wish I could throw it out. Let the
Rakshasas eat it and be damned like me!
If any Rakshasa interests himself in
my affairs, all I have to do is to run away to
Vaikunta and praise and cajoule Narayana,
who is ever ready to champion my cause.
Then I should look anxious and when the
Rakshasa is killed, T must throw some
flowers on Vishnu's head and shout in
glee. One minute, I will just have a
look at the world.

Yama: A soul in a  particular

state will always want to exchan ge
it for a new one, which looks
pleasanter from outside. But it be-

comes unpleasant after the change of
state is accomplished. Variety is un-
doubtedly the spice of life. . One cannot
remain doing the same work for ever., N&
wonder Indraand T are both unhappy.
What is it, Chitragupta? Souls to be
judged? How many ? Five hunded or
more, do you say ? Then darn them, T
won’t judge them, Judge them yourself !
It you cannot, consign them to hell.

This has been my work for millions of
years, and the more I get tired of it, the
more I have to do. Ah, my God Brahma,
I bow to you. T cannot but wonder how
you manage to create so many people
daily. And to you also, O Godess Barth,
I bow humbly. Few can bear so much
weight as you do. At the same time, you
know well that yowr weight is increasing
fast.

I hate mankind, who give me so much
work and so little rest. But probably, it
is not their fault, poor fellows. A few
days ago, I thought I could perceive
some disturbances on the earth—some-
where near Russia or Japan. But now,
see how quiet the earth is! The fools,
probably, think it unnecessary to fight.
The earth’s load must be reduced and
nothing short of a widespread war can do
the trick. Tt will be easier for me also,
for dead heroes can be tried quickly ;
when men die out in wars, of course, I
shall have to labour very little after-
wards.

I pity poor mortals. A moment ago,
I think I said T hated them. If so, I am
sorry. They deserve pity—their troubles
are greater than mine. [ say, look here,
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Chitragupta—did you consign them t»>
hell? No? Good fellow, bring them

here. 1 shall judge them well myself.
Kubera :  Again something seems to be

wrong with human beings. ‘What can it
be ? Has the pound become valueless or
is the shilling in trouble ? Why, look
how foolish these mortals are. I have
given them such a lot of money and yet
they have not ceased their quarrels.
Ah! So—! Indra and Yama are
- thoughtfully watching me. I wonder
why Yama is wasting his time thinking,
while he has so much work to do.
As to Indra—well, that 1s a different
matter. He can waste as much time as
he pleases. 1t isindeed, a blessing to be
created king oi the Gods.
- Varuna: Rush, boy, run, and see
what all that noise in France means. A
new giant liner, is it ? Good God, what
can it mean ? Am I going to be controll-
ed by man? Alas, what can I do?
The orders of the Omnipotent cannot be
disregarded. Well, well, let them build,
let them build! When I get Narayana’s
consent, I will raise a greater deluge than
mankind has ever witnessed.  Ships,
indeed ! ° v

65—

Agni:  Men are probably afraid of me
more than of anything else. See those
mothers pointing to me telling the child-
ren not to approach me. But I can’t
help it. I have a great love for fabrics.
I wish to dsvour.

At the same time, my work is getting
less and less. People are getting wiser
about my weakness. They have made
all sorts of gases to attack me. What with
these asbestos—concrete walls and houses,
I feel my strength declining. But wait
a bit—There are still beautiful objects
for me to attack. For example, think of
these “educational” institutions. They
at least have nothing to do with asbestos
or concrete. T must try my hand at one
of these. And I have a shrewd idea that
I will receive a lot of invaluable help from

students preparing for examinations.
After all, who caves for these colleges ?
I RS e College,
There is no kno wlege.
Ha, ha! look, look ! Indra, Yama and
Kubera are transmitting  dubious
thoughts. I will conceal mysell here and

enjoy the fun.




My Coniribulions.

(T. Y. Anantharaman Y1 Form).

“These are days of unemployment ; you
need not apply for jobs whenever there
are vacancies. You have only passed the
5. 8. L. C. How can you expect to get
a job when there are so many B. A.s and
M. A

“What would you advice me, then ™?

“I ghall tell you. In these days maga-
zines are quite common. I read in some
paper that those who contribute to the
Malayalam  magazine “@0oldeymocs)”
would get prizes in sums of money. Have
a trial.”

I was poor. I had no close relations
to help me. My father was dead before
I passed the 5. S. L. C. So I had, some
how or other, to find work. It was at
this stage that I went to my old friend
Mr. Sivadas. !

I returned home with some hope. I
sat down with pen and paper. But I
could simply not write any thing! I was
not in the habit of reading magazines or
novels. Isat for about an hour but could
not manage even a first sentence. At last
I threw down my pen in despair. The
second day when I sat down at the table
I saw an old magazine is a dusty heap of
papers lying before me. I took it and
turned over the pages. My luck was
in—I found a beautiful story which
would just suit me. I soon copied it out
verbatim in the finest hand-writing I
could manage and sent 1t to the editor.
I was anxious to see my story published
with my name on top. Days passed on,
weeks, and months. Still I did not see
my story in any one of the issues of the
magazine. | had been told that I was to be
given a free copy of the magazine if my
article wag published. But I did not get
it. I made a second trial. I sent a better
article—it was also a copied one—but
still T could not get the prize or the free

copy. Then I sent articles to other
magazines. The result was the same.

One day the postman brought a free
copy of a magazine to which T had senf
what T had sworn would be the very last
article I would ever write. I felt sure that
my contribution would be inside, other-
wise how could I get a free copy ? Ispen®
an hour turning over the pages, buf,
alas, my beautiful article was not there !

T went to Mr. Sivadas and told him all
about my efforts and also about the copy
which I had received. He said laughingly
that it had been sent probably to show
me how to write original essays !

The next day I received a letter :

“Cap and Bells” Office.
31—12-=45:
Dear Sir,

I received your fine story My Wife'.
Thanks. Unfortunately a similar one—an
identically similar one, in fact—has been
published in the June number of Zany in
the year of grace 1902. It seems clear
that you are in the habit of borrowing
other people’s stuff. I would advice you
not to make others laugh at me for pub-
lishing old contributions. And it is not
always laughing they will do either. My
eves cannot reach all the back numbers of
other magazines. Kindly spare me.

Yours faithfully,
Illegible.
Editor.

I at once went to my friend Mr. Siva-
das and showed him the letter. He
laughed and said something about a com-
mandment. He told me, too, that the
secret of success in writing as in other
things was honesty, and that good writing
was merely sincere self-expression, and
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lots more. I went home determined that
I would never copy anything from others.
I write this contribution, believing that
it 1s an original one. Let the editor look
into all the magazines published earlier
and judge. I am waiting to see it pub-
lished in our College Magazine.

[T do believe this clever little thing is
original. I cannot possibly look into all
the back numbers or even the current
numbers of all the magazines published in
the world—a fact which some of my pred-
atory contributors know too well. But

~

Qo

now and then they do get shown wup.
Recently the Principal of the Nizam’s
College wrote telling us that two articles
published in our last issue were verbatim
copies of things which had appeared in
their Magazine. I get hot all over as T
think of it. The mortification of finding
that one has been “had” is a very small
thing : the graver thought is about the
follows who did the shametul thing. Our
deepest apologies to the Nizam’s College
Magazine '—Ep. Z. C. M.]

-



Evil Begels Evil.

(By R. ‘P, S. Junior Inter. Class)

I am one of those persons who believe
that no human life in the world is desti-
tute of unforgettable incidents. Not that
there are many who will contradict this
_ opinion. It was in my youthful days
that one of these incidents, ever promin-
ent in my mind thereafter, happened.
The tense feeling of death approaching
fast, and the desperate effort to save my
life, have imprinted themselves deeply
into my soul; and I feel that all my
attempts at eradication will be wasted
upon this imprint.

I do not know the real veason of the
quarrel between my father and Tom
Stretche, the labourer. But I know
well-enough that Tom Stretche never
forgot the moment when with a fiery
curse, he shook his fists at my father and
vowed revenge for the ills he had received,
whatever they might be.

I was by nature fond of machines and
mechanical toys. I took pleasure in visit-
ing often the saw-mills near my house,
listening to the putfing, sweating engine,
and gazing on the enormous heavy fly
wheel, rotating with a noise like thunder
and yet lifeless. This fly wheel had on
either side of it concrete platforms and
there was a narrow space between the
wheel and the platform. I took peculiar
pleasure in sitting beside this fly wheel
and letting my feet dangle in the narrow
space. The huge mechanism rotating
noisily so very near, looks, to a boy sitting
beside it, like some evil giant, imprison-
ed and yet somewhat free to move, seeing
his prey near him and yet unable to catch
hold of it. The roaring of the wheel is
the angry snarling of the giant. It is no
wonder then, that, as I gazed on the
monster, I felt pleased and proud. A
leather strap passing round the whee!

connected it with some brightly polished,
rumbling electrical apparatus on my right.

It was on such an occasion that the
tragedy happened. Below the wheel
stood some vepairers, dressed in dirty,
greasy, black clothes, oiling the hub of
the wheel. Suddenly, I felt a pair of
steely hands grip my feet. Liooking down
I met a face that fairly startled me. It
was the face of Tom Streiche, hideously
distorted by hatred, and by revenge in
the process of satistaction. I could not
remove my. eyes from that wretched

face. For a moment, the machine, the
rumbling and clanging, everything dis-
appeared I felt myself alone in the

world with that horrible face.

Slowly, very slowly, inexorably, the
hands dragged me down. The grin on
the face below me broadened equally
slowly. I gave a slight shriek, I believe,
but the noise of the machine entirely
devoured it. The roar of the wheel
grew louder and louder. I felt the wind
of the wheel brushing my feet. Instead
of the hopeless, angry, imprisoned giant
of a minute ago, I saw a wickedly pleased
giant, roaring not with anger, but with
proud, scornful satisfaction. 1 felt my
hands slowly losing hold of the platform.

But a’ drowing man clings to the last
straw. In my despair, I caught hold of
the strap running round the - wheel.
Immediately, with terrific violence, I
was dragged up along with the man
below me (who had no time to lose hold
of my feet) and hurled up into the air.
The forward motion given by the strap,
I believe, saved Stretche from being crush-
edtoo much by the wheel. But, as I rose
up into the air, he lost hold of me and
fell—on the brightly polished, rumbling
machine below me. For a moment, his



body tormed a dark patch on the polished
part. Then, as in a dream, 1 heard a
crack as of a whip, saw a vivid blue
flash, and I remembered no more.

L fell only a few feet away from the
electric machine, but the fall fractured a
few ribs. Tom Stretche was saved from a
horrible death (crushing by the wheel)
only to be electrocuted by falling on the

electric machine. Evil never remains
long unpunished. Tom Stretche did
wrong in taking revenge on me for my
father’s faults, if ever he committed any
faults ;: and Tom Stretche got the punish-
ment he justly merited.

Never in my lifetime, will T forget
that hideous face, that roaring wheel or
that blue flash.
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Group photo taken on the College Prize Day, 20th February 1936. Mr. W. K. M. Langley, M. L. C., who presided
is seen seated at the centre with M. R. Ry., P. Sree Manavedan Raja Avl., Fourth Raja of Calicut,
on his left and Mr. A. V. Kutti Krishna Menon, Principal, on his right.



The College Prize Day.

IMr. W. K. M. Eangley . L C, reszdes
(By an Old Boy.) 3
HE afternoon of Thursday, the 20th who was at the ‘sarﬁn time an erudite
February last, witnessed a quiet and  scholar and a fine speaker. M. Langley
unostentatious but all the same largely “needed  no  introduction’ ‘to a Calicut
_ attended function on the College maidan. audience. He had so completely identi-

It was the Annual Prize, Dav of the
College and the elite of the town were
pw%nt On alighting from his um the
distinguished president, Mr. W. M.

Langley, M. L. C., was lb(,el\’bd by
M. R. Ry., P. Sree Manaved;n Raja, Avl,,

Fourth lm]a of Calicut, and the Pr IHCIP’LI
and was shown round the new Guruva-
yurappan Buildings. A group photo was
taken and the proceedings commenced
exactly at 5-30 p. m: with a prayer
recited by one of the pupils.

The Principal, on behalf of the staff
and the students, ‘extended a hearty and
cordial welcome to the audience. A new
vear, he said, generally brought with it
hopes of better days to come but unfor-
tunately the present New Year had cast
them all into the shadow of a great cala-
mity, a calamity that had evoked genuine
sympathy all the world over, on account
of the sad death of their bel oved emperor,

King George V, the Silver Jubilee¢ of
whose reign had been celebrated with
due pomp and splendour but a few

months back. -Great as a monarch, Hig
late Majesty was even greater as a man
who, in the words of “the Archbishop
of Canterbury in his recent broad-
cast address, “had drawn his people every-
where by the ties of a most real pérsonal
attachment.” As a mark of respect to his
memory, the merry side of the functlon
namely, the enter talnments which usually
characterise the Prize Day had been
given up. But they were fortunate, the
Principal continued, in having as the

president that evening a distinguished . -

and highly respected citizen of Calicut,

fied himself ‘With the people. that he was
practically a Malayalaee, even though he
was the “elected lnesxdent of the South
Indian Kuropean Association. As the
manager of a leading firm, and as a mem-
ber of the Le-nslatwe Council, ‘he had
shown his Lapaut\, to.do busine%é and his
desire to do "good. “In “conclusion, the
Principal thanl\ed him “for his loving
kindness in having so wsllmgiy taken
the presidential chair ‘that’ day and also
thanked the ladies and gentlemen present
for their response to his humb]e invitation.

The president in his mtmdmtmy
remarks thanked the Principal for his
kind words and for the honour done to
‘him.. He then referr:d in ‘Highly ,eulo-
glqtu, terms to a very - distingnished ‘old
‘boy™ of the College, a gentleman of consi-
derable pmminemfe, Rao Bafiadur A. N
Govinda Menon, District and Sessions
Judge, from whom, he said, he had
received that day a letter wishing good
luck and godspeed:to the college. He
then read out the following pmtmn nf
that letter :

“As an old boy. myself, will you
allow me thmunh you - to-convey my
cordial (rleetmus to those who, more
luckily placed than -l am, are assembled
there to. participate in the function ?
But though absent in body, believe me,
I'am with you in spirit, ever alive to
the affectionate aile;,mme T owe to my
dear old alma mater. = I suppose that
whenever one who has himself had the

. privilege of going through a nniversity
course, is again by ought into ‘contact
with university life, one naturally



-

looks back to what for many, will
always remain the happiest time of
their lives. Our recollections will
however vary according: to -the tempe-
rament or the difference in character
of our universities, or our teachers
or accidents of our environments.

We all have doubtless our regrets, our

tale of opportunitieslost ! Butin these

very regrets lies the secret of the hold
our alma mater vetains on our minds
in after years. As time passes, memo-
ries of the past glow, not always in
~ cleaver light, but certainly with a
warmer affection. And if there are
some things which we cannot recapture,
let us be thankful that much rvemains,
many unforgettable episodes that have
survived, some small successes here, or
those friendships which have only
ripened with years, some growing
perception of the dignity of true learn-
ing, and the many-sidedness of Truth,
teaching a larger tolerance of other
men’s views. But this vein has carried
me far afield and I must now pull up.
Good luck and Godspeed to all of you!”

After ‘emphasising the need for “a
larger tolerance of other men’s views”
referred to in the concluding portion of
this letter, the president called upon the
Principal to present his Report on the
working of the institution during the
vear 1934-—35.

The Principal then read out the Report
which is printed elsewhere and also made
mention of the letters he had received
from Miss Barber, Mr. MacEwen, the
Collector, Mr. T. K. Gopala Panikkar, an
‘old boy’ and an “ex-teacher’ of the College
who has distinguished himself by his
writings and literary attainments,
M. C. Krishna Menon,-another ‘old boy’,
the son of the present Eralpad Raja, who
18 now doing banking business at Kottakal
and Khan Sahib C. K. Mammad Keyi
Sahib Bahadur of Tellicherry.

[Mr. T. K. Gopal Panikkar’s letter is
reproduced on another page.]
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-+ Mr. Langley then distributed quite a
large number of prizes to the students
who had distinguished themselves in
studies and sports. This took nearly an
hour after which he delivered his conclud-
ing speech. He expressed
regret that His Highness the Zamorin
Raja could not attend the function owing
to indisposition and requested the Mourth
Raja to inform His Highness that all of
them assembled there wished him a long
and happy life and all prosperity. He next
congratulated the Principal and the staff
on the exceedingly satisfactory and valu-
able work done last year, as was evident
from the interesting report. Details of a
teacher’s life were usually hidden from a
layman like himself but he had recently
read a series of articles in the “Sunday
Times” by Dr. Islington, late Head
Master of Kton, on the responsible work
of a head master. The work of a head
master or any master for that matter
never seemed to finish. It must be a
labour of love to them. Regarding the
flattering remarks made about him by the
Principal, he said that he was no scholar
at all. While a student, he had attended
many prize giving ceremonies but except
on two occasions when he received some
minor prizes he had not won any and he
had not passed any examination of im-
portance. The Principal, however, paid
him a great compliment in saying that
he was practically a Malayalee. After
spending 30 years in Malabar and having
a love and affection for it, he felt that he
was an absolute Malayalee. Whenever
any matter affecting Malabar came up
before the Liegislative Council, he tried
his_ best to bring to the notice of the
House and the Government the rightful
claims of Malabar and its people. He
then continued somewhat in the follow-
img strain: “Higher education has de-
veloped here much on the same lines as
m the West but without similar economic
conditions to support it. Hconomic
slump has affected every country. The
Principal has given a general sketch of

his great .

T
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the difficult position that education has
now reached in this country. - The
position is nearly the same everywhere
parcticularly after the economic slamyp of
five or six years ago. Not only educa-
bionists but practically every one in the
country is faced with the problem of find-
ing employment for the students coming
out of the University classes every year.
[ have recently received a letter from Sir
Krank Noyce, a distinguished member of
the Government of India who started his
career in Malabar, in the course of which
he has stated that this problem is a night-
mare to him. The Principal has
quoted an extract from a speech of
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru wherein LiL. B's

are sald to - have accepted humble
jobs in the Excice and Registration
departments. But I hope that they

will rise to positions commensurate with
their educational qualifications. In my
own firm, a young man who is an LT, B,
of a distinguished University in Scotland
recently joined the bottom of the
ladder, hoping to reach the top by his
attainments. The young aspirants should
have the spirit to climb up. This spirit
should prevail everywhers. Attempts
are being made to improve the economic
condition and this, in my opinion, will,
help to solve the nightmare of middle
class unemployment. I feel along with
many others that there are many ways
in which education has gone wrong

and equally many ways in which it
could be rvemedied. In this connec-
fion, I should like to vead out to

you extracts from the brilliant report of
Mr. Sathianadhan on the agricultural
indebtedness of this country.” Having
read ouf some extracts, he proceeded :
“This extremely valuable report should
be made a text-book in schools. Although
this country is industrially advancing,
agriculture must be a most important
work in this presidency just as in Eng-
land where agriculture is still the biggest
industry.  Klementary education must
be extended and a definite ‘agricultural

twist’ ought to be given to it. Rural
economics with practical out-door train-
ing ought to be made a compulsory
subject.  Since primers are needed to
teach reading and writing, they should
also be treated asa means of imparting
useful knowledge in rural life and espe-
cially in agricultural economics. Schools,
I submit, should be as near the abodes of
children as possible. The latter cannot
be expected to walk even a mile or two
in a hot and uncertain climate to get to
a central school. The present hours of
teaching are too long. A labourer g@r
a small farmer expects his children to earn
for him. He is therefore unwilling to
permit them to spend the whole day in
school. It only school hours for children
are reduced and so fixed as to interfere as
little as possible with agricultural and
other operations in which children can
be employed, school attendance will
greatly increase. The following strik-
ing extract from the writing of a Mysore
economist has much truth in it: “Raise
the economic efficiency of the village—
that is the most fundamental thing to be
done. Parents of the boys have just
confirmed my opinion. At least in_sixty
families I heard the master of the house
complaining against the education that
was being given to his boys in Govern-
ment schools. Said he, ‘you engage the
boys for the whole day for four years in
the primary school and for six years in
the middle schools. We at home give
them special treatment in the shape of
exempting them from our professional
and accessory work, just becanse they are
engaged working all the time with you.
At school, whatever you teach or do not
feach, you certainly teach the boys
one thing—to sit on benches with mini-
mum physical activity and to use the

hand mainly for one thing, namely,
writing.  What happens?  After the
- four or six years’ course, the boy

returns home to join his parents in
work ; he enters life, as a very high per-
centage of rural families cannot afford to
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send and maintain their childven in towns
for years together and they do not like it.
The rough agricultural work which has
to be done, the boys do not like. They
have lost their respect for labour and
consider it as mean. Their physiques
are weak on account of continuous dis-
ease. They always yearn to take up some
clerkship or some village schoolmaster
ship or to go to the town’. Such of them
that get such places cannot maintain
themselves with the pittance they get as
pay. And the climax of the tragedy
cames up when the illiterate uncivilised
father is forced to send remittances to
supplement the meagre earnings of his
educated son.” TIn the Madras Presid-
ency, two new universities have lately
sprung up. If they are to prove really
useful to this country, special attention
should be devoted to practical research
and welfare work in villages : and agricul-
tural economics should, T believe, be made
compulsory for university students.”
Addressing the students, he congratulated
the prize winners and advised them that
they should fairly balance work and play.
There was a possible danger of their
being carried away too much by sports.
Games were attracting the attention of
the people throughout India and interest
in them was going up by leaps and

bounds. He warned them all to guard
against idolatry and professionalism

in games which would deprive them of
their educative value. He had a talk at
Madras with Mr. Macartney of the
Australian Cricket Team and was told
that in Cricket while Australia stood
first, South Africa second and India third,
England had only the fifth place, though
she was the first in rank a few years ago.
This was because England encouraged
professionalism. Mr Macartney said
that England would never reach the top
and would be losing even her present
position unless and until she brought
back a substantial number of amatenr
players from country parts.

* The principal proposed a hearty vote of
thanks to the president, the audience,
the donors of prizes and the staff. He
hoped that the institution would soon
rise to the position of a First Grade
College and prayed for God’s blessings on
the Zamorin’s College. With the sing-
ing of the national anthem, the function
ferminated.

The following is the letter of M. T,
K. Gopal Panikkar, B. A., referred to
above.

Salem,
19th February 1936.
My dear Principal,

You can hardly realise the keenness of
of my disappointment in not being able
to be with you on this auspicious ocea-
sion. Much as I regret my absence, I
cannot willingly forego the pleasure and
privilege of sending my tribute of grati-
tude and affection for those who like
yourseli as head of the college dedicated
their lives to the service of your students.
Nor can one fail to recall the blessed
memory of the illustrious founder of my
old Kerala Vidya Sala, Maharaja - Siv
Manavikrama, or his anxious solicitude
for the advancement of liberal education
in this country. And if it be permitted
for one who having vetired from active
tutorial work still claims to speak with
some authority on matters educational, [
would ask leave to submit that the chiet
claim of the Zamorin to be remembered
by a grateful posterity is his connection
with this efficient and successful institu-
tion. My thoughtsat this hour naturally
travel back to those days when, seated at
the feet of your predecessors, I was initi-
ated into those lessons which have stood
me in good stead to stem the tide of my
adversities. Then, in the inexperience
of youth, the world looked all true and
beautiful to me. Then was I rich in the
abundance of that hope which with my
older head has largely succumbed to the
realistic disillusions of experience. I can
still call up the heavy ups and downs
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that were the lot of the College, and how
it passed through those troubles and
vicissitudes naturally incidental fo all
things mundane. At one epoch of its
chequered history it was even feared that
it might not be able to withstand that
fate against which there is no armour.
But thanks to a merciful Providence, the
dying sprout grew up into a healthy plant
which eventually developed into the
_stabely tree that it now is, with its load
of fruit and foliage contributing to the
happiness of those who sought shelter and
refreshment in the shadow of its out-
spreading branches. And unless my
partiality for an old and affectionate pupil
dirqualify me for the office of'critie, I
would in closing this letter make what I
consider a justly merited reference to the
part that you at the helm of affairs have
played and are playing for the attainment
of ever increasing prosperity and success
to the charge entrusted to your care by a
wise management. “Well done, good
and faithful servant!”

May He Whose inspiring name began
recently to adorn your walls and spread
an undimmed lustre on everything
around, may the Divine Flutist Whose
gospel to his devoted disciple contains the
germs of The Eternal Truth and The
Eternal Religion, may that One Whose
Light illumines the universe bless and
sanctify us and our efforts !

Liong live the Zamorin’s College !

Yours affectionately,
T. K. Gopal Panikkar.

Tne following is a letter from another
old boy, Mr. V. Raghava Menon, who is
now working in the Liand Mortdf!.rre
Bank in Mu,dla.s This was received the
day after the function was over and
hence could not be made mention of.

“Kelston,”
Pantheon Road,
Egmore, Madras,
19th February '36.

Dear Sir,

I thank you very much for your kind
invitation to the Prize Day of your
College to be held to-morrow under the
distinguished presidency of W. K. M.
Langley, Esq., M. L. C.

It 15 with the greatest pleasure that I
welcome the celebration of the Prize Day
of the great and progressive institution®
of which I am, I feel proud to say, one
of the old boys. As I am one connected
with the college for some contiderable
time, the celebration of the Prize Day
is a matter of supreme gratification to me.

The history of the College ever since
its inception has been a record of more
and more striking progress year after
year. This is in no small measure due
to the sagicious guidance of the Zamorin
Rajas, the Board of Management and the
Principals from time to time. There is,
however, in my opinion, always traceable
a distinet ‘personality’ behind each
successful institution and I cay say with-
out fear of contradiction that you are one
such ‘personality’ so far as this college is
concerned. I am glad to note that your
werk carried on with a single-minded
devotion to duty has been of the highest
value to the institution.

While I regret my inability to attend
the function, I may say that I shall be
there in spirit and write this to wmh you
and the College all success.

I am,
Yours obediently,
V. RAGHAVA MENON.




The Brahmin in the Temple.

R. Subrahmaniam, Fifth A.

p Q N orthodox Brahmin worried by the

cares of life, took it into his head
to visit the village temple every morning
and evening when the place was solitary,
and to pray for being rvelieved of his
troubles by a speedy close of his life.
The prayer was almost in this wise i—

"0 Lord, I am surrounded by the greatest

woes of life ; have compassion on me by
sending your messenger of death to take
me away from this world”. He would
repeat these words in the most earnest
manner possible, and then would wait for
# reply. Thus he went on for two
weeks, when, one day, another Brahmin
happening to over-hear him, resolved to
test the sincerity of his purpose. He
took his position unseen by the devotee,
and at the end of the queer prayer, gave
the following reply in a deep voice as
though it burst forth from the image

itself :—“I have heard thee. Thou shalt

have thy desire fulfilled
next twenty four hours”.

No sooner were these words uttered
than the orthodox Brahmin rushed out
of the temple, and ran to his house, where,
on seeing his wife and children, he began
to beat his breast and told them the fate
that had unexpectedly and suddenly over-
taken him. He could not eat or drink, and
lay down terrified at the immediate pros-
pect of being translated from this world
to the next. The whole house now rang
with the doleful eries of the wife and
children of the unhappy man who, con-
founded to the utmost, could only heave
forth a sigh, now and then, repenting his
folly in having invoked the aid of God in
this manner. At the close of the appoint-
ed hour, the appearance of the impostor,.
however, put an end to the cruel torture
of the aspirant to the unknown world,
who never again prayed for death until
1t naturally came to him.

within the

The Animals, you say, were “sent”

For Man’s free use and nutriment,

Pray, then, inform me, and be candid,

Why came they aeons before Man did,

To spend long centuries on earth,

Awaiting their Devourer’s birth ?

Those ill-timed chattels, sent from Heaven,
Were sure the maddest gift e’er given—
“Sent” for Man’s use (can Man believe it ? )
When there was no Man to receive it ?

—Henry 5. Salt,
—in John O’ Liondon Weekly’.




The Principle of Local Option.

By V. P)

O begin with, we must clearly under-
stand that this Drink evil or rather
this Drink Devil is a powerful agent, not
to be conquered with ease. Many civilised
countries have made earnest attempts to
put down this evil, but mostly such
attempts have ended in failure. Some-
how the Drink Devil seems to be immort-
al, and is most living  when it appears to
be most dead, if there are degrees in
death. TIf it dies at all, it reincarnates
the same moment, and establishes its
regime in all its vigour.

Governments have tried to put an end
to 1t by legislation; quacks have dis-
covered powerful antidotes, and flatter
themselves that they can extinguish the
habit in nine days. But drink is some-
what like the cat. Tt has more than nine
lives; and if it is killed nine times, it
has its resurrection too. It rises, like
the phoenix, from its ashes more vigorous,
more fresh, and goes about the world con-
quering and to conquer. Legislation is
no remedy ; antidotes are no remedy ;
distance is no remedy. Man when
tempted by drink, will find means to
satisfy his craving. He will brew the
liquor stealthily and defy legislation ; for
when once the liquor is down, not even
twenty Governments can cause its ex-
tinction. There may be laws, but man
18 seldom at s loss.

Besides in  the case of some
people drink is a necessity. It is
an evil, but a necessary evil. The poor,
over-worked, under-paid, underfed,
labourers after a hard day's sweating,
require that soothing dose of drink.
They drown their miseries in a bottle of
drink. Legislation will deprive them of
this benefit. Then there are sick men,
old men, suffering men, whose daily con-
solation as well as means of healing is a

bottle of drink. Legislation in this case
also will produce mischief. Of course,
laws which cannot be obeyed will be dis-
obeyed, and the poor will drink whether
there be law or no law.

Under these circumstances, it is  both
unwise and futile to have recourse to
legislation. TLaws will not be able to
fight against this evil. There is but one
remedy and that is local option. Let the
people of the village or the town be given
facilities to determine to what extent the
evil 1s a real one, and then let them take
steps to prevent the use of liquor in
cases where 1t is manifestly unnecessary.
Children must be brought up in habits of
temperance.  And grown up people
must be educated. They must under-
stand that it is really an evil. If the
people of a locality realise that it is an
evil, and if they take steps to put an end
to it, they will of their accord minimise
the consumption of liquor. Many drink
for pleasure and some for necessity. Those
who drink for pleasure might well forgo
that pleasure, because it is really harmful.
When the big people of a locality give up
drink, the poor people will be ashamed of
that habit and give it up. In every
place the ways of the rich are
followed by the poor. Here also example
1s better than precept.

The best thing is therefore to leave the
work to local agencies. Let every man
in the village be made to think seriously
about’ this, and then it will foliow easily
that many of these will abandon drink,
without depriving the poor people of
their only means of consolation, and also
without adding to the sufferings of those
who are sick and cannot get on without
drink. They will, if they study the con-
ditions, understand what the proper
quantity of liquor absolutely needful, is.

N
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They will see that this quantity alone is
permitted sale. As to illicit brewing,
which legislation cannot cure, the local
people are best likely to succeed in pre-
venting. In fact, one may almost say
without exaggeration that there will be
no need to prevent it under the new cir-
cumstances. For there will be no necessity
when the required quantity of liquor is
always forthcoming. The supply will be
kept up to the required limit by the
village or town people.

Tiocal option is thus the best method
of fighting this ewvil. Legislation is but
an indifferent substitute, and like all sub-
stitutes does not fully answer the purpose.
Liet localities be made to combat this evil;
let them invent their own ways, get hold
of their own weapons, and attack the
devil from all directions.

. multifarious forms; it will

It will assume

turn, turn
about, double itself, and will disappear.
But we should give it no rest; we must
tire it out, stifle it, kill 1t, exterminate it.
And after all, it is not very far beyond
our reach. We can fulfil our ambition.
If only genuine efforts, incessant efforts,
be ours, we can diminish the evil to such
insignificant dimensions, thatit will cease
to be a problem, and the world will be rid
of a tyrant, whose power now appears to
be so formidable and so terrible. And
with God’s help, we, Indians, shall be the
first to solve the problem, we, the in-
heritors of the precious treasures of the
wisdom of the sages, and the glorious
founders of a new age, when the world
will be a much better place than it is.
today, following India’s noble example!

“If your'view be sound, T had better go home and burn my books,” said the Bench.
Quoth the Bar, “No, no, My Lord, 2o home and read them”.
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DEVOTION.

N. L. Anantanarayanan, Senior Intermediéte.

A few centuries ago, there lived in a
village an old widow who had
scarcely any means of livelihood. The
widow, it is true, owned a house: but it
was s0 bad that in the rainy season, she
had to stand day and night with a towel
in her hand to wipe off the water that
flowed in streams through the leaking
roof. A few wooden boxes, an old
‘Pathayam’ and some clay-pots were the
most prominent things among the con-
tents of the house.

The old widow was a sincere devotee of
the Liord Krishna. Barly in the morning
she got up, lighted a candle, and sat in front
of an image of the Liord with her eyes shut
and her hands raised towards heaven.
After an hour she stood up, and fell on the
ground, chanting devotional songs. When
she finished, she entered the kitchen to
do her daily household duties. But even
in these busy moments one could hear
her sing praises of the Lord.

The prayers of the widow did not go
unrewarded. One morning after her
prayer, she went out. A few yards away
from the house she saw something shin-
~ing brilliantly. The widow, who was
accustomed to hear stories of men who
had suddenly become rich by obtaining
treasure, at once rushed to the spot and
took the precious stone in her hand.
She looked round sharply and hid it under
her arm : for she was fully aware of the
consequence that might befall her in
case anyone happened to see it. ~Stealing
in on her toe, she entered the house and
shut the door behind her cavefully.
She placed the stone in & box which she
then enclosed in a bigger box. After
having made herself sure that the box
could not be opened easily, she placed it
in the ‘pathayam’ which she filled with
stones and leaves for the safety of the box.

She then borrowed a small sum of

money from a neighbour, and made pre-
parations for a grand feast, for herself
and for none else. After dinner she sat
near the door leading to the back portion
of the house where she generally used to
sit with a ‘Malai’ in her hand. But
alas! to-day there was nothing in her
hand. She was in deep thought. One
could note in her face aconflict going
on between temptation and fear. The
widow wanted to examine the stone
more closely and to estimate its value
and her own wealth. At the same time
she feared to take it out in the mid-day.
At last she sprang from her seat, closed

the front door of the house with the

utmost care, and took the box. T need
not describe the tedious process by which
she was able to get at the stone. It
should have taken her more than an hour.
She held it in her hand and smiled at it.
She was overcome with joy: the god of
whom she wasa true devotee was no
longer the Liord Krishna, but the stone!

Misfortune soon reminded her of the
Lord. A crow had been watching her
all this time. Tt mistook the stone for a
piece of bread or some other eatable.
The crow was only waiting for a chance
to knock it off. Just at this moment the
widow heard some footsteps or at least
she thought so. This made her look
back. The sly crow at once pounced
upon her palm and escaped with the
stone. The widow made a loud outery
appealing to the Liord, addressing him,
“Oh Lord! Protector of the poor and
the orphan.” The cry roused the villa-
gers who, thinking that the widow was
dying, broke open the door and entered.
The miserable plight of the widow gave
them great amusement. They came to
know the whole story. Kveryone of
them Jaughed and laughed till the tears
ran down their faces.




My Experiences in a M-alayari Jungle.

P. Subramanyam, V Form:

or the past four years I have been in
Pahang, the biggest of the Federat-
ed Malay Stfates. During August last
year I was in Kuantan, a small town with
_ a beautiful water-front and a natural back-
ground of high hills, dense fields of lalang
grass, and thick forests. This forest is
full of big game such as tiger, bison, ele-
phant, and many kinds of apes or orang-
utans. The great fields of grass are on
either side of a broad but shallow river.
To this river come all animals to drink.

My father who is fond of hunting, is a
doctor in one oft the Government Hos-
pitals. The house in which we lived
then is about a couple of miles from the
town and about half a mile from the edge
of the forest. ;

On the night of the fifteenth of August
we were entertaining some Furopean
tourists. While talking about various
matters, thrills and experiences in forests
came to be mentioned. My father said
that he would be glad to take them where
they would be able to bag some game. 1
was, as usual, asked to get ready with my
hounds and the necessarics.

Before I turned in, T went to the
kennels where I kept my four Alsatians
and two local hounds, to see that they
were in good condition. They were fit
as a fiddle. Later I went to see the
coolies, who were making great prepara-
tions for the march in the morning.

By four o'clock in the morning all
were ready for the forest. At first the
march was along smooth and asphalted
roads leading up to the hills. T had with
me a belt full of cartridges and my
father’s automatic Browning. We had
much difficulty in crossing the forest and
reaching the lalang grass. The grass was
very tall and'reached above our waists.
1t was wet with dew, and we had to hold

our cartridge belts and guns above our
shoulders. We were wet to the core-
and I could not bear the cold. The grass
was the home of millions of leeches.
They stand on their tails and sway about
waiting to suck the blood of any unwary
creature. No sooner is the tread of feet
heard than they rush up to the persom
and begin their climb. They rush up to
the openings in the knickerbockers and
should they find no opening there, they
seek the nape of your neck. We can pick
them off in bunches, and still there will
be lots more left on your dress.

Should one of them succeed in tasting
blood, the others will, like sharks drawn
by the smell of blood, rush up to the same
place. What could we do? Somehow we
escaped from this region, only to get into
a worse one. The branches of the trees
were s0 low that we had to ecrawl for-
ward on all fours. These branches were
filled with ants ready to drop upon our
backs as soon as we were under them.
This is a worse trouble because these
puny creatures get between the body and
the clothes causing much trouble. Then
there are the winged musicians, whose
one bite is sufficient to pull down the
foundations of a man’s strength. Though
their music is harmonious, at such a time
1t is irritating.

Having undergone much more trouble,
we reached an open plain, bounded by
tall trees. The day was dawning, and we
feared that it was too late to cateh or
shoot any game. All of a sudden we
hearda great stampede, as if many men
were riding. From this we understood
that a big herd of bison was coming to
the stream to drink.

Unlike the American bison, these
creatures are stately and majestic
They go out to graze in the early hour
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of the morning and vest during the
greater part of the day. They move
about in herds with two or three
male bulls to lead them. -If any of you
‘have seen a herd of these graceful animals,
you are sure to notice that discipline
among them is of a very high standard.
They obey the old bull in charge impli-
citly.

They have enormous humped bodies,

and their stout legs are white below the
kness. Their heads  are comparatively
small, but none the less, their appearence
15 thajestic and fearsome,
" We held a hasty council of war and
soon we disposed ourselves along the
river, each sheltering himself behind a
bush or tree. I went up into the wel-
coming branches of a large tree. AsT
could not hold the rifle steadily, I had
taken the Browning. The herd that
trooped at their leisure towards the
stream was a fine lot with four very hig
bulls. The effect of these upon me was
electrical. '

My heart jumped to my mouth and my
usually steady hand began to tremble.
One of the bulls was near my father and
the game warden. They both fired at
the bull but the shots found no vital
mark. The explosion jerked me from my
otherwise comfortable position. T could
not suppress a cry of joy as I saw the blood
gush from the animal’s belly. The sound
directed the bull's eye towards my tree,
and in its enraged stateit rushed at the
tree. My Browning was dancing in my

*hands, The beast was only a few vards
from my shelter when T fired point blank.
I thought T had missed, and fell uncon-
scious. When I came to my senses it was
to see two forms bending over me and a
huge mass lying huddled a little beyond
them. After all I had added one bison to
my credit! The other animals had turned
and fled in confusion.

The representative of the law in the per-
son of the forest guard congratulated me
and offered me his hand, which I took
trying to conceal the true state of my
nerves. I had broken all previous records !
My kill measured four feet high and seven
feet long. The meat was about half a ton
and brought good money. '

Having shot some minor game, we
returned home after an exciting and pro-
fitable day. The next morning 1 was
astonished to find a Policeman at my
door. T found that he had a hig parcel
for me. a

On opening it, I found that it was a
trophy—a silver trophy with the picture

-of a bison and a sportsman. At its foot
was the following in gold lettering.

“We the Forest Guards and citizens of
Kuantan are grateful to Mr. P. K. P,
Iyer and Mas. P. S. Mani (as T was famili -
arly known to all) for having done much
good to the people.

God save the King.”

Thus ended one of my expeditions in
the unknown forests of the Malay
Peninsula.
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Nature’s Cycles. |

V. P. Krishnan, Senior Intermediafe.

“Imperial Caesar, dead and turned to clay,
Might stop a hole to keep the wind AWay ;
Oh that that earth, which kept the world in

awe,
Should pateh a wall to expel the winter's
flaw 1"’
—Hamlet.
The immortal dramatist has in his

mimitable way put the substance of this
article in a nut-shell. Science may dis-
miss it as pure conceit, because human
ash is not plastic enough to be used on a
wall. But barring that Inaccuracy, it is
essentially true that reactionsin a cycele
ave the rule in Mother Nature’s Labora-
tory. Her ultimate aim is to preserve
eternally the various manifestations of
life. The raw materials at her disposal
though on a colossal scale are fixed in
quantity. Yet, she devises 'chain re-
actions, as a result of which, when once
& compound has fulfilled the purpose for
which it was synthesised, it is broken ap
into its constitutents, which are again
forged into other wuseful compounds,
Many of these cyclic changes are complex
and are but imperfectly understood.
In the following sections, some of the
better known cycles are briefly described.

The simplest form of circulation of
matter is that of water vapour. We all
know about the dew. and rain which re-
fresh the scorched plants and fertilise the
earth.. On summer days we find the
water vapour in hazy mists and this col-
lects on leaf and twig m sparkling pearls
and at dawn vanishes, partly sucked in
by the plants and the soil and partly dis-
pelled by the morning sun. That the
water vapour constantly keeps the air
moist and is often precipitated as refresh-
Ing rain, washing away all the dist and

bacteria of the air; is known to all of us.
But it is strange to think that if all the
water vapour in the air were to fall at
once in the form of rain. only five inches
of the entire earth would be covered by
it. To keep the air always moist and to
maintain the constant descent of rain and
dew, the rush of water vapour upwards,
and its fall downwards must be very fre-
quent and constant.

But this eycle is not so simple as it ap-
pears. True it is, that water circulates
between air and earth. The water that
falls on the land as dew or rain is not all
licked up by the wind, but a portion sinks
into the soil and quenches the thirst of

the growing trees and plants, These
retain a portion of the water taken in

by the voots and give out, the remain-
ing portion, through the numerous
pores on their green leaves. The living
plant in its intricate laboratory works
upon  the water taken from the soil,
and the carbon dioxide taken from
the atmosphere, and synthesises them
into various carbo-hydrates, like cellulose,
starch or sugar. When the plant dies
and decays oris burnt up as fuel or is
eaten by man or animal, the water which
1t had taken, is once more set free.
Animals play an important part in the
circulation of water vapour. Animals
and men take into their stomachs, daily
some water and utilise it to convey their
food through their blood stream and to

flush out the waste products of their

metabolism. When their use for water
1s over, they return it into the air from
their lungs, and their reeking hides to
maintain their normal bodily temperature.
Thus the water may be now in the form
of starch, as a delicious food on our plates,
be later discharged as water vapour {from
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our lungs and later still absorbed by the
thirsty plants or may escape into the air
and once more come to the earth as re-
freshing rain. :

Carbon is an element with very unique
properties and is the basis of all forms of
life. Carbon " enters the synthesis of
every form of vegetable or animal cell.
It forms the food material of these cells.
It is therefore proper that we study
minutely the cyclic changes of this ele-
ment.

. The amount of carbon present in the
elementary state as coal or as the more
costly form diamond is very insignificant,
when compared to the carbon present in
combinagion. But the most important
compound of carbon is carbon dioxide
which  plays an  important  part
in animal life. = The atmosphere is a big
reservoir of this gas and contains about
3 volumes in 10,000. This concentration
of the gas is kept np very nearly constant
by a series of chain reactions. If the
concentrations were to increase, human
life would be impossible. Kven a limited
increase will cause sufficient inconveni-
ence, as is daily experienced by usin
crowded halls. Beyond a certain con-
centration, the tragedy of ‘the Black hole
of Calcutta’ will repeat itself. So it is
interesting to study how nature manages
to keep up the gas at a constani level.
Large quantities of this gas are being
poured into the atmosphere by the domes-
tic kitchens, the gigantic furnaces using
coal and the palatial steamers which burn
coal or oil. Though not so spectacular,
animals and plants in their own silent
way add their contribution to the store of
this gas. Hvery minute they exhale this
gas in their living state by respiration,
and continue to do so, even after their
death by their decay. Inanimate earth
adds her own quota as seen in the Valley
of Death in Java where the gas issues
from the ground in quantities sufficient
to destroy animal life. Certain micro-
organisms, called bacteria are equally

active and during fermentative changes
they. cause, in starch and sugar, produce
large quantities of the same gas.

So far we have considered only those
factors which go on adding up to the
store of this gas. But counterbalancing
influences are equally active. Foremost
among these are the plants and trees.
They also respire like men and animals
and thus exhale carbonic acid throughout
day and night. But they more than
undo the mischief by removing a
much large larger quantity of C0 2
(Carbon-dioxide) from the atmosphere and
replacing it by oxygen which is essential
for all animal life, This they are enabled
to do by a process known as ‘Photo-syn-
thesis.” Whenever there is sunlight, they
remove the carbonic acid from the atmos-
phere and with the help of green pigment
called ‘Chlorophyel’ in their leaves, make
the gas react with the water they suck
by the roots and build them up into
various food products as described already
and during this process they give large
quantities of Oxygen. The decomposition
of C0, by plants is much more vigorous
than their respiration, and so plants help
to keep down the concentaration of this
gas and maintain the concentration of
Oxygen fairly steady. Incidentally we
notice here another cycle also, viz. the
energy cycle. It is the solar energy,
which helps the plant to build up its food
materials and the latter are once more
converted into heat energy either by a
quick combustion as fuel or a slow combus-
tion as in the stomach of men or animals.
Another factor. which keeps down the
level of carbon dioxide in air is the vast
expanse of water on the earth. The gas
is soluble in water and so a very large
quantity of this gas is removed by the
sea and other fresh sources of water like
tanks, lakes and rivers. This dissolved
gas is taken up by tiny Zoophytes which
are always at work in search of food and
in  their perpetual labour of building
new houses for themselves. Many of
these animals build up a protective shell
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of calcium carbonate with the help of the
dissolved CO, and when they die, leave
behind their shells-on the beds: of the
seas. In southern oceans, still humbler
insects are at work building massive coral
walls thousands of miles in extent, which
skin long coast lines and bid defiance to the
angriest of storms. These rocks contain,
chained down in a seemingly everlasting
imprisonment, two fifths of their weight

of carbonic acid. The weathering of
- rocks is another influence at work to dimi-
nish the amount of carbonic acid in the
atmosphere. Thus the carbonic acid is
continually circulating.

In this section we shall turn our
attention to the Nitrogen cycle. This is
also a constituent of our atmosphere and

nearly 80% of the atmosphere. Though
found in such a large quantity it is use-
less as such for all living beings viz.,
plants and animals. In the elementary
form in which it occurs, its only function
1s to dilute the oxygen of the air, which,
if breathed in continuously by men and
animals in its pure form, will produce
such a quick combustion as to annihilate
them in a short time. Thus Nitrogen
by its inactivity serves to mitigate the
rigours of pure oxygen. But no living
organism can utilise Nitrogen in the ele-
mentary state, as food. It has to be in a
suitably combined form. Plants can use
it in the form of nitrates and men as
proteins. There are only very few plants
like the peas and beans, which with the
help of certain bacteria belonging to the
symbiotic type, which flourish on the
nodules of their roots, can transform the
elementary Nitrogen into compounds
which can be assimilated by them. All
other plants take Nitrogen from the soil
in the form of Nitrates and ‘build - them
up’ into proteins. The sources of
Nitrates in the soil are many. When a
plant or animal decays in the soil, part of
the Nitrogen escapes as the elementary
gas into the atmosphere, and part under-
goes putrefactive changes due to bacterial

activity and are converted into
Nitrates. The Proteins are eaten up by
the animals, and converted in the diges-
tive tract to a sbluble form in which they
are transferred to the blood. A certain
quantity of Nitro-genous material, thus
assimilated, is retained by the animal and
is eventually used. to produce energy.
Such of the Nitrogen as is not required
by the animal—and this amounts to a
great propotion in adult beasts—is ex-
creted. by the kidneys in the form of
urea. The urea when it reaches the soil
is converted by a hydrolytic action intg
Ammonium Carbonate which is further
converted in successive stages by the
bacteria, into nitrites and nitrates. This

~ accounts for the excellent manurial value
15 in fact the major constituent forming

of farm yard refuse.

A minor source of soil nitrates is the
Nitric acid formed in the atmosphere,
whenever there is lightning discharge.
The acid formed is washed down by
the rains and is converted into nitrates
by the alkalis in the soil. The Nitrogen
cycle would be perfect, but for two
factors. Man by his wastetul process of
the disposal of sewage allows a large
amount of Nitrogen to run to waste,
without adding to the fertility of the soil.
Also certain soil bacteria convert the
useful compounds of Nitrogen into un-
available elementary Nitrogen. So man
has artifically to feed the soil with che-
mical manures. The Nitrogen cycle is
expressed as follows in a romantic way
by G. Martin in ‘Triumphs and Wonders
of Modern Chemistry” “Today a Nitro-

" atom may be throbbing in the cells of the

meadow grass: tomorrow it may be pul-
sating through the tissues of a living
animal. The nitrogen atom may after-
wards arise from the decaying animal
refuse and steam to the upper regions of
the atmosphere where it may be yoked
with oxygen in a flash of lightning and
refurn as plant food in a torrent of rain
or it may be directly absorbed by the soil
from the atmosphere and thus rendered
available for plant food by the symbiotic
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Bacteria.
doubtless undergone a never ceasing cycle
of changes through countless aeons of
time. 3

Phosphorus is also an essential element
for cellular life. A considerable amount
of phosphorus is excreted daily by us in
our urine in the form of micro-cosmic-
salt. This phosphorus is however deriv-
ed frgm the breakdown of phosphorus
compounds 1n the brain and nerve fibres.
At one time it was thought that the
amount of phosphorus excreted is an

index of intellectual activity. The
popular saying is “No  phosphorus,

no brain work”. This statement has yet
to be proved. Phosphorus also enters
into the formation of bones and teeth,
and an adult man’s bones contain 1900—
2400 grams of phosphorus as calcium
phosphate. Plants require phosphorus
from their earlist growth and plant seeds
contain a plentiful supply of this.

When animals die, their remains help
to build up the phospatic rocks and
plants get their phosphorus from the
weathering products of such rocks. A
large portion of phosphorus in the soil
and in the sewage of large cities, is washed
to the sea, where the algaie concentrate
16.] These minute aquatic plants are eaten
up by various sea animals and sea birds.
Some of these sea birds have in their ex-

Thus each Nitrogen atom has *

cretions left enormous deposits of guano,
which is a valuable manure. The por-
tion of the phosphorus which- returns to
us as edible fish, is quite small when
compared to the amount that is washed
to thesea. - This is because; phosphorus
when once it gets converted to calcium
phosphate becomes insoluble and remains
as a sediment in the bed of the ocean. It
1s therefore rendered useless.

Man is trying to defeat the purpose
of Nature by his “ways of modern living.”
Nature never bargained for a crowded
city life with its problem of sewage dis-
posal.

Sewage is of course an evil smelling
commodity and has to be safely disposed

_of to prevent it from doing harm to the
congested population.

As the population
increases, the amount of sewage also
naturally increases. But the methods of
sewage disposal in many municipal towns
render the valuable nitrogenous and phos-
phorus compounds absolutely useless fo
take part 'in Nature’s cyclic changes.
Nature intended the waste products to
go back to the soil, so that, they may
once again return as nutritious food
materials. We cannot dictate to Nature.
So we have to devise methods which can
work in perfect harmony with Nature:
and if possible supplement her own
methods.
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On This, That and the Other.

A. V. Kutti Krishna Menon.

T am much obliged to Lady Barber for
the very amusing poem which she so
kindly sent me in June last for publica-
tion in the College Magazine. If appears
on the opening page of this issue and
cannot but interest the young readers.
In the letter enclosing this poem, she
wrote to me thus :

“T wonder if you will be able to use the

enclosed for your magazine. - 1t is

copied from an old manuscupt and I

think it may amuse vour boys. Fng-

lish vs certainly most difflcult.”

The italics are mine. Here is a highly
cultured English lady pointing out that
English is a very difficult language. There
is, therefore, nothing strange in our
students finding it hard to study Knglish
and harder still to use it. What is really
strange is the desire expressed in some
quarters even today for the retention of
this difficult foreign language as the
medium of instruction in our schools. At
the Punjab Students’ Conference held at
Lahore some time ago, a spirited defence
of English as the medium of instruction
was reported to have been made by Mrs.
Sarojini Naidu. She said that the intro-
duction of English was a boon to the
people of India and Macaulay had done a
great service to them by teaching them
English. “If it has done nothing else”,
she continued, “it has brought within
.our vision true ideals of liberty”. She
may be right so far but to go further and
say that English should be the medium
of instruction only shows that she is not

in touch with our educational insti-
tutions and the difficulties of our
students. Opposed to this view of hers

is that of Dr. Rabindranath Tagore who,
in his recent address at the Kducation
Week Celebrations in Calcutta, very

appropriately laid stress on the necessity
for adopting the vernacular as the medium
of instruction. “The mother tongue 1s
for students what mother’s milk is for
infants” said he. He deplored the tardi-
ness in bringing about this much needed
educational reform without which, in his
opinion, there was no hope for Indig.
“It is only some modern Bhagirath” added
he, “that should come forward to lead the
stream of learning through the channel
of Bengali up to the sea of human cul-
ture”. Let us, therefore, be up and
doing. That we have been going the
wrong way about these many years is no
reason Why we should not take the right
step now. It is never too late to mend
and the Oosmania university has set the
example.
* *

I.do not mean that English should be
neglected. Far from it. English is both
necessary and useful but I would have if
as a compulsory second language. 'The
time and energy wasted by our students
in trying to learn their subjects in a
foreign tongue could be devoted to the
study of KEnglish as a second language.
The change, in my opinion, is likely to
improve their knowledge of English in
an appreciable degree. “Itis asthe second
language that I wphold the wuse of
English” said Sir Martin Forster when he
presided over the Mysore Education
Week Celebrations in November last.
He deprecated the idea of displacing the
various mother-tongues of India by
English.

* * *

There is a growing complaint that the
standard of attainment in English is
going down in our colleges and that even
our university graduates are not able to
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express their ideas in corréct idiomatic
English. In this connection, I may
draw the attention of my readers to some
of the remarks made by the KExaminers
for the Indian Civil Service Examination
held in India last year (1935). They say :

“The chief faults of the mediocre
and poorer candidates were inability to
express themselves in correct and simple
English, poor spelling and neglect of
punctuation. Ignorance of the use of
prepositions was almost universal. Many
did not grasp the exact meaning of the
title of the essay chosen by them...........
Bad spelling continues to be a frequent
disfigurement of papers : even words cor-
vectly spelt on the question papers were
mutilated in the answers.

The standard of general knowledge
displayed by the candidates for the
highest service in the country 18
extremely  disappointing. A large
number of candidates have no power
of expression worthy of the mname
and many are quite illiterate.”

These remarks amply bear out that
there is a great general deterioration. It
the candidates who are carefully selected
from among the brilliant products of our
universities are of the type stated above,
the condition of the rest of those who
have taken degrees can be more or less
imagined. Something is wrong some-
where. There is no doubt about it.

* * *

In my school days, the standard in
Fnglish was very high when compared
with what it is at the present day. I
think we used to read more books in
Fnglish than the youngsters of today and
to commit to memory beautiful lines of
poetry and prose. I remember that
Macaulay was a favourite author in those
days and many of my classmates in the
Sixth Form could not only reproduce
portions of the essays on Cliveand Warren
Hastings but could also imitiate his style
in their compositions. I say this only to
show that the students then took a
genuine interest in the study of Engligh

and read some of the classical works'in
English in order to cultivate a good style.
Imitation of any particular author’s
style is really bad and I do not plead for
it. But I do say that a serious endeavour
must be made to form a style of one’s own
and that the attainment of a good style is
impossible without careful study and
constant practice. But do our students
find time for careful study ? Most cer-
tainly they do not. What with the sports
and the cinemas to absorh the attention
and occupy the time of most of them, the
reading habit has practically disappeared
and my own opinion, confirmed by ex-
perience, is that it is the want of this
habit that accounts for the present
deterioration. The ‘non-detailed’ books
and the ‘Tibrary periods’ were introduced
into - schools and colleges in order to
induce the students to read books other
than their text-books. A good idea, no
doubt, in theory. But in practice we
find that . these ‘library periods’ are a
sheer waste of time and do not at all
remedy the evll they are intended to cure.
I should like the voung persons to realiser
that tamiliarity with a language, especially
with a language so difficult as Knglish,
can be attained only by ‘constant read-
ing and constant conversation’.  This
means that they must make better use
of their time then they seem to do now.
* * ¥*

May I remind the students here of the
advice given to them by Mr. W. K. M.
Langley, M. .. ¢., when he presided over
the Prize Day Celebrations? He wanted
them “to balance their work and play”,
especially as “there was a great danger of
their being carried away too much by
gports.” The main point to be noted is
that moderation is as necessary in sports
as it is in eyerything else. 1t is true that
only by regular and sufficient exercise
can one preserve that health of body and
health of mind which are so necessary to
make one’s intellectual work a pleasure.
But this does not mean that one ought to
make a fetish of games.






The College Cricket Team who won the cup in the Rukmini Memorial Tournament held at Palghat.
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That the young sportsmen of this
college are mot in any way inferior to

their colleagues in other institutions was -

amply proved a few days back by the
creditable success achieved by the ‘College
Cricket Eleven’ who won the cup in the

Rukmini Memorial Tournament played -

at Palghat. This is indeed a grand victory

for the college, especially as cricket was in-

" troduced onlv recently. Itisa strenuous
game but qmte a number of students seem
to have an aptitude for it. The Senior
Drill Instruetor, Mr: Abdul Gaffur, who
coached them up desérves to be congratul-
‘ated on this well-merited tuumph 1
wish increasing prosperity to the Cricket
Team and hope it will win more laurels
hereafter.

A discussion seems to have taken place
at Pudukottah recently regarding the
utility of cricket.. The- Pnnmpal and
Professors of the Maharaja’s College were
of ‘opinion that ‘the cricket game stood
definitely to theé’ improvement of the
moral, mental and physical sides of the
students’ and that it ought" to be en-
couraged. In my opm]on all ga,mes when
J)Z@Jed in the rightgpirit, go to improve
the moral tone.
educative value superior to thatof the
other games is more than I can say, not

being a i tsman myqelf
Lok

These games ave of no use if they do -
diszipline
heed: for -

not lay the foundations for
among our students. The
discipline and obedience was emphaswed
by Mr. Bhulabhai’ Desai, the leader of
the Congress Party in the Liegislative

Assembly in his talk to the ’VIa.dms Uni<~

versity students at Madras in October
last. “If each of us realised what order
means,” said he,
we shall go ahead in our struggle far
stronger, instead of reacting a,gmnst each
other and wasting our energies. 1 am
one of those who believe that while we
talk of power and authority, the true
Joundations for both are discipline and

v M

Whether cricket has an’

““T have no doubt that’

obedience.” It will be all the better for
onr countny» if “the’ ‘young students of
today who are: to be " the ‘citizens ‘of
tomoreow do not forget this great truth.
Desai has done the right thing in
drawing their attention to thg need for
drqmphne and obedience which unfortan-
ately are at a discount in these days and
1 hope that the words of one of our wise
and expmlenwd countrymen will ha.ve &
sa,lumly eﬁect :

: The need for some kind 0[ ‘moral tlam-

~ing i our umvelsittes 1S5 mcleasmnlv fe't

and something ha§ fo be “dond - in this
direction: In ‘the %f[dres&, deliveréd by
him as president of the eéleven ,.anr?.a,l
meeting of the Inter- Unlvelmty Board at
A]lnmh my old! plofe‘asor, Mr. Littlehailes,
our ‘Vice-Chancellor, 1—icrht]3 pointed oub
that “the cohmén aim of all university
education must be the ‘advancement of
learning and the “making - of ‘mef ‘of
Chfbhh"tel “and of high ethical standards
who would: form the leadels oi onr pohtl-
cal and social hfe It 1%, 1o) ver; doubt-
fal whether this aim is' sutfCiently kept
in view.: Intellectuml and phv'smal train-
iny, the " studenits of ‘our “universities do
have but moral cultmc 18 bu,gyv neglected.
At the last rheeting of . the. Academic
Council of the® Madlas Umw'slty, a
resolution was moved “that a” two years’
course in Moral instruction with a pro-
perly fm,mul syallabus be made cnmpul-
sory 'in - the Intermediate classes.” T'he
motion was "mlked out’, o to* sa.y, and
nothing came of lt Pelhfl.ps it is human
nature to fight “shy “of important and
sevious - attors with the result that we
drift aimlessly: We ]n\e to realise -that
character is the ‘one thing needful” and
that character building s the primary
object of all true O(thLtlml I think it is
up to' our universibies to impart that
kind  of ‘moral training which will help
the formation of character in the gra-
duates who are turned out year after
Ve
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While, of course, education has
‘cultural’ and ‘spiritual’ aspect, the ‘bread-
and-butter’ aspect of it, as T said in my
Report, is no less important. The pra-
blem of uncmplm ment wmonn the educat-
ed classes is a very serious one, but, as
the ‘Madras Mail’ correctly putit, a re-
duction in the number of university
students—a  measure suggested by
Mzr. J. C. Rollo, Principal of the Mysore
Maharaja’s : College—will not in any way
solve it. It is necessary to make wuniver-
sity  education wutiltarian without at the
same time depriving it of its cultural and
meral value. The utilitarian aspect of
university education was recently laid
stress on by my friend, Mr. N. 8. Subba
Rao, Divector of Public Instruction,
Mysore, when he presided over the
Mysore University Union Day Celebrat-
ion. He said that “unless the products
of our Schools and Colleges were meant
to be either ornaments or parasites, they
had to be trained for some occupation
and that they could not be like the lilios
of the field who neither toiled nor spun”.
The remedies suggested by the Sapru
committee do not, in his opinion, go far
enough. According to him, the problem
can be successfully tackled “only by a
carefully thought out scheme of deversion
of the stream of young life leaving the
High Schools before it approached the
gates of the university.” DBut he admit-
ted that the Sapru Committee had done a
real service in “laying down in distinct
terms the belief that education and em-
ployment were closely allied”. It might
be, after all, as Mr. Langley pointed out,
that the great need was to improve the
economic condition of the country. But
how to do it is the question.

* * *

Examinations form an important part
of our educational machinery. In fact,
they arve considered to be all -in all and
the work of an educational institution is

usually judged by the percentage of
passes. But are we right in- adopting

these examinations as an infallible

1ts , measure for testing the capacity of a

student ? At one time it was thought
that the assignment of marks was qulte
correct in every case but recent investi-
gations show that the marks assigned by
the examiners cannot be velied on and
that even good examinees are sometimes
at the mercy of pure chance. It will not
be out of place here if T quote a portion
of the address recently delivered by Sir
Michael Sadler at the conference of the
National Union of Teachers in ILondon
on “An inquest .on examinations’.
“Marks are the mercury in the thermo-
meter commonly used in an examina-
tion. The results of the investigation
(refering to the inquiry into examinat-
ions conducted by Sir Philip Hartog and
Dr. E. C. Rhodes) are disquieting. They
show this clinical thermometer to be less
exact and less trustworthy than many of
us had believed it to he. .

The disclosures in no way impugn the
good faith of examiners or the high
integrity of the systems under which
they work. Dut they shake confidence
in our customary tests as now employed
and in their reliability as a means of
selecting out of multitudes of candidates,
those who should be faveured with iur-
ther opportunity of preparing for their
future career. In spite of precautions
taken in the consideration of border-line
cases, chance plays too large a part in
the final award of marks.”

But Sir Michael admits that examina-
tions are indispensable at different points
in education. As Sir Philip Hartog and
Dr. E. C. Rhodes say in their report, “It
is only by careful and systematic experi-
ments that methods of examination can
be devised not liable to the distressing
uncertainties of the present system”. Lt
us hope that such methods will be devised
ere long. .

It has to be noted, however, that, with
all its defects, education has made a great
advance in India. The report prepared
by the Government of India on Education






The Zamorin’s College Boy Scouts.
(1935- -'36)
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in Indiz during the year 1933-34 says:
“Communities which scarcely ever re-
corded pupils above the primary stage have
now considerable representation at the
University stage. Untouchability has
been definitely eradicated in several pro-
vinces in so far as the schools arve con-
cerned and the progress of education
among the depleesed classes has been
considerable.  Women's education ~has
‘spread with remarkable vapidity. Physi=

cal instruction and ‘mth]etlcfs -have de=-- .

veloped out cf recognition: and mOVemente’ +
like the Olympic - ‘organisations; ~ the-
Boy Scouts movement, the: Girl’ Guideés |
movement, the Red ClOSS movement; ete:,
have taken firm “root. * Village Tife lis”
widened and “schénies for rural uplift,
village clubs, 131111ft societies, and v1llage,7.
bloadcastmg are Mo’ longel ‘unknown.”
All this means ‘Teal - progress bt the
Report admits - that “thére” is a general -
dissatisfaction vnth many of the existing
conditions’. It 1s very likely that- the
- Central Advisory Boan.d of Education iwill -
_be able to solve somé of the: outstanding .
“problems 'md eV olve 01de1 out of Ch’hBF’r
'*' X

1f now I tum ‘to matters connected
with the College the first thing thats
saddens me is the practically defnhcﬁ‘staate'
of the ‘Old Boys’ Agsociation’:
difficuly is to get the addresses “of the -
‘old boys’ who are scattered about and
the only way is to call for their addresses
through the newspapers. A month ago,
the Secretary of the College Staff Council
made a request through several news- .
papers that the ‘old bow; might l\mdly_;
send their addresses to the Principal.
Only two wvesponded! It is impossible
for the secretary of the ‘Old Boys' Asso-
ciation to approach each and every one
of the ‘old boys’. The latter must also co-
operate with us and help us to strengthen
the . Association. Now that the Dia-
mond Jubilee celebrations are approach-
ing, it is only proper that the ‘old boys’
should all join together and make the func-
tion a grand one befitting the occasion.

W ute ‘for the maga.zme

> enrourage you

“Wllllng ’thau : men iﬁ) er'lte. fo1
2 ma.ga,zme e =

S

- Boy

: com agement.

Another thing that makes me sad is the

* condition of the College Magazine which

is now in its eighth year. Truth to speak,

I cannot bear te think of this dear child

gradually wasting away for want of pro-
per nourishment. Will not same of* the
voung students here infuse life into it
or will they be-so cruel as to let the-child
die of-starvation 2. T ehpect them to wake
up and’ realise the ser lousness ,of - the
d‘isea.se béfore itis too late. ‘

The dlsea.se 1t s true, plevmls in other

:1netltutlons too: “Here is *Wh&t the ed1t01

of The Elphmstonlan of, Bomba\ says,
in the latest; [gsue It us rather , dis-

o a.ppolptmg ’i!g) ﬁn,d that. our Colleo'e

l’cta.nt ae to
“ Ofie offthe aims
of a college m%% e is to premote and

students shou,lﬂ be 80 1

: ants to llte;an
fame; by ﬁndlng room’ theu juvenile
attempts But it seems‘!;here ,me very
f_ew ‘of them “who' 'seem - “tobe keen pon
ava.1lmg themseﬂes of this. encou&g

ment. . The ,d”adles f‘;eem to ‘be-no more
the

Biit this 13 110 consqlah(m”fo me and
- cannot ﬁelp me._ to “find out ways and

_means of\lesusmta;tmg the m%g,mne

%k L Rl
Thele are; hOM-evel other thlngs which
give.me joy. The re- o1ga,111sa.tlon of the
Beouts a,nﬁ the formation of the
Staff Gouncil , are matters for extreme
vmtlﬁcatxon Scouting - as- /an  extra-
C‘L1111cula.1 aethtg deserves . .every en-
It not only, improves
phvswal health but also helps the forma-
tion of good habits and thereby the de-
velopment of character. The scout spirit
should spread among our boys and I am
glad that the troop has been re-organised
here. Regarding the Staff Council, I can
only repeat what I said in my report,
namely, that if it functions properly, it
will be of great help in improving the
tone of the College.



The College can legitimately be proud
of some of the ‘old boys’" who have
distinguished themselves in various walks
of life. A recent addition to the list of
such ‘old boys’ is Mr. V. T. Narayanan
who was a student here in the Inter-
mediate Classes during the years 1929-30
and 1930-31. A Government scholar-
ship holder, he was a very good student
and passed the Intermediate Kxamination
in the IMirst Class with History and Logic
as his optional subjects. He then joined
the Honours Class at the Presidency
College, Madras, taking up Economics
as his special subject. His scholarship
was continued there also and after a three
years’ course during which he had the
honour of holding the oftice of the pre-
sident of the Presidency College Union,
he passed the Honours Degree Examina-
tion in the Iirst Class and stood second
in the presidency. Recenly he sat for
the - competitive examination for the
recruitment of Railway Officers and stood
fourth in the list of successful candidates.
This ereditable succes got him an Assist-
ant Traffic Manager’s place in the
G. 1. P. Railway and he is now a pro-

-be sure to win it.

bationer. at - Jhansi- (U."P) = 1 have no
doubt that his work will be appreciated
and that he will soon rise in the depart-
ment. Diet me, on behalf of the College,
take this opportunity of congratulating
him on his good luck and wishing him
godspeed.

* * *

I have talked of ‘this, that and the
other’ but now I must stop. The at-
mosphere of Calicut is nauseating and I
have, therefore, had to write all this from
my native village where, far from the
madding crowd’s ignoble strife’, I could
breathe fresh air and work with vigour.
This reminds me of a speech. In the
course of his address to the alumni of
the Islamia College, Liahore, Mr. Justice
Agha Haider said, “Liook at Liahore; if a
gold medal were to be offered to the
dirtiest city in the world, TIiahore would
No other city would
stand a chance against it.” May | respect-
fully ask the learned judge whether he
has ever visited Calicut? I am sure he
has not. The less said about this town of
ours, the better, and so, Good-bye !
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To every man upon this earth,
Death cometh soon or late. — Macaulay’s ‘Horatius’

As ill luck would have it, Death has laid his ‘iey hands’ on several persons
connected with the College.

Dewan  Bahadur - T R.--Ramachandra Ayyar was one of the very
distinguished “old boys’ of the Cellege. - Simple, unassuming; kind-hearted
and god-fearing, he was an able advocate and a sound lawyer. After a
practice of over fifty years at the Madras Bar of which he was the acknow-
ledged leader for a long time, lie retired from the legal profession and died in
his native wvillage, full-of vears and full of honour.

Rao' Sahib C. Kunhivania. Menon whose name is a household word in
Malabar, was a teacher ‘of this Colege for some vears hefore he took to
journalism as’ his p1’of@<51m1. As the Editor of ‘Kerala Patrika’, the firs
Malayalam newspaper, he was held in great. respect and was immensely
popular on ‘account of his’ nulepenﬁonre and-impattiality.

My, CF0 mm/a.wt Menon who. was. the chairman of the Calicut

Municipality for several vears was not only ‘an ‘old. boy’ -but was also a

‘member of the, Board® of . Management for-some tlme He was a-leading

advocate of Caljcut'and a. hwh]\‘ 1espected utwen t0o.

My. TiA. Sesha - Ayyar, n,n(vthm leading ;Ldvnea.te ‘of -Calicut, who was the

¥ Gover nmoigﬁ"ledm and Public Prosecutor for “miany vears, was connected
with the Cnl]o@ro as a memhm of:the Board of l\Lmq,nement

Rao Buhddwr . V- %Q:’:u Aijyar, a well known eduecationist, was a con-
tributor to the‘«M&gamno “Aga |)101(‘%qn| of T '\I(Lthenntma, as the Principal of
the Kumbakenam C'B llege, - as'a member of some. of the University bodies,
but: above &, as. a man he' won the love and esteem-of all who came into

contact \nth ]nm

My G0 ("ertz‘zu, nnothel W ol Lno“ 0 ed&c&t‘!’nnmt who-w as in addition
a great sc holfn ane.a 0()0(1 Mntm was also acontributor to the Magazine.
-\ Government . C’o]le‘fe Miscellany’ of which he was the_talenterl Editor
was easily the, best: among, college, magazines. '

My. PR Sitardaman who was réading in the Hunom‘q class at the Tioyola
College, Madras, with: Mathematics as his special subject, was an old boy of
the (ollege. He had a very bright caveer here throughout and was liked by
oll his teachets! = His plemfttme dewth is deeply mmnned

My, C. P. Govindan Nair who -breathed. hlq ]ast a4 week ago at the
advanced age of eightyfive, was a teacher of this college for many years. He
is better known to the public as a good journalist, ]mving been the editor
of ‘Kerala Chandrika’ and rlrtel“&ldh of ‘Kerala Sanchari’, two Malayalam
newspapers which subsequently became merged in the ‘Mitavadi’, a leading
Anglo-Malayalam weekly of Calicut. :

Om Shanti! Shanti! Shanti !

May the souls of the departed rest in peace
AV R
ST
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students and teachers alike.

rest i peace !

_m“-
The Late Mr. U. R&)ﬂunni Menon.

The sad, sudden and unexpected death of Mr. U. Ramunni Menon, Head
Clerlk, has cast a gloom over the College.
College was closed in the afternoon as a mavk of redpect to his memory.
Honest and hardworking, he was a loyal and trusted servant of the College
and a reliable and valuable assistant of mine. ¢
service of nearly thirty years, he was always popular and was loved by the
He leaves behind him not only his wiie and
children but also a large circle of friends 5 bemoan his loss.

It took place at noon today and the
During his long and faithful

May his soul

——= A CVielcee V]
19-—3—'36.

Our Exchanges.

1 The Scholar, Palghat.

2 The light of the East, Ranchi

3 Queen Mary’s Colleg: Migaziae,

4 Andhra Christian College Magazine

5 Government Bremunen College Magazine,
Tellicherry

6 The Magazine, St. Thomas College, Trichur

7 'The Indian Educator, Madara

8 The Knmbhakonam College Magazine

9 Barrovian, lIsle of man

10 Indian Ladies’ Magazine

11 The Ravi, T.ahore

12 The Presidency College Magazine, Madras

13 A fiovernment College Miscellany, Man-

Madras

galore

14 The St. Joseph's College Magazine, Trichi-
nopoly

15 The National College Magazine, Trichino-
poly

16 The Puducottah College Magazine

17 The Malabar Christian College Magazine

18 The South Indian Teacher, Madras

19 The Vedauta Kesari, Madras

20 (iovernment Victoria College
Palghat

21 The Madras Christian College Magazine

22 The American College Magazine, Madura

Magazine,

25 The Hindu Theological High Sehool Maga-
Zine, Madras

24 Theosophical College Magazine, Madana-
palle

25 Magazine of the University Students’ Union,
Vizianagaram

26 Pachaivappa's College ilagazine, Madras

27 The Elphinstonian. Bombay

28 The Kishori Raman High School Magazine,
Muttra

29 St Berchamans’ College Magazine, Changa-
nacherry

30 The 01d College Magazine, Trivandrum

31 The Teachers’ Magazine, Cochin

32 The H. H. Sind College Miscellany

33 Our Home Magazine, Madras

34 Findlay High School Magazine

35 The Collegian, The Nizam College Maga-
zine
36 The Madras Law College Magazine

37 The Maharaja's College Magazine,
kulam

38 The Magazine of St. John’s College, Palam-
cottah

39 Loyola College Magazine, Madras
40 St. Aloysius College Annual, Mangalore

4] qymsueH0B 0

42 2a0)2
43 mmanad
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Our Competition Page

8. Viswanatha Shenoy of the Sixth Form writes :

Of the sixteen solutions to the Cross-word Puzzle in the last issue, eight
solutions are incorrect and in one of them a word not found in the Dictionary is
used.

Mr. V. N. Dharman Achan who was reading in the Senior Intermediate class last
year is entltled to the prize, as his was the first cmle(,t solution examined by me. The
names of those who sent correct solutions and incorrect solutions are given below :—

Correct Solutions. Tncorrect Solutions.

1. V. P. Krishnan. 1. M. K. Radhakrishna Menon.
“2. K. N. Gopalan Nair. 2. V. K. Balakrishnan Nambiax.

g PRIE Kunjalu, 3. V. Damodara Menon.

4. T.. S. Ramanathan. 4. M. Kunhunni Menbn.

5. E. Govindan Unni. 5. P. R. Parameswaran.

6. M. Vasudevan Nair. 6. BS. 8. Subramanyan.

7. P. Narayanan Nair. 7. K. A. Subramanyan.

8. V. N. Dharmanachan. 8. P. Narayana Menon.

' MISSING LETTERS.

The blanks in each of the following words have to be filled up with appro-
priate letters. The meaning of each word is given against it and the correctness of the
solutions can be verified bx adding together the numerical values of the letters in the
words (A=1, B=2, C=8,........: ... Z 76), the total for each word being the number
within brackets given after the mea.ning of the word.

For example, take No. 1 below. The missing letters are A and Liand the
word is ‘EARLY, an earl being, as we know, an English noble next below a marquis.
Also the sum of the values of the lettersisg6 (Fi=5, A=1, R=18 and Li=12), and {this
is the number within brackets given after the meaning.

‘The missing letters in the remaining five words have to be found.
1. E=~R— An English noble next below a marquis (36).
2. —I—D The bark of a tree (45)
3. —I— A dissolute person (43)

4, —LAT-— Growth on certain parts of the body (36)
5. —E—ON A fruit (59)
6. —NA— Knot in wood (33)

A prize will be awarded to the sender of the first correct set of solutions exa-
mined by me. Intending competitors are requested to send their solutions to the
Principal in covers marked ‘Missing Letters’ on or before the 15th June next. The
competition is open only to the present students of the college who buy copies of
this issue of the Magazine.
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