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A GREAT GOOD KING

This man was King in England’s direst
need,

In the black-battled years when hope
was gene,

His courage was a flag men rallied on,

His steadfast spirit showed him King,
indeed.

And when the war was ended, when fthe
thought '

Of revolution took its hideous place,

His courage and his kindness and his
grace

Scattered or charmed its minisbers o
naught.

No King of all our many has been proved

By times so savage to the thrones of
Kings :

Nor won more simple triumph over fate.

He was most royal among royal things.

Most thoughtful for the meanest in his
State,

The best, the gentlest and the most
beloved.

(Poet Laureate)
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EN, women and children in the cities

of the world, towns and villages,
fields and forests, in the Canadian wilds
and African velds, in the Indian plains
and Australian farms were all filled with
deep sorrow when the sad news of the
passing away of H. M. King George V,
Emperor of India was broadcast to every
corner of the globe on the morning of
Jan., 21. It was only last month that
millions of his loyal subjects heard the
loving voice of their beloved Sovereign
cheering them a happy Christmas. No
one ever suspected then that the end was
so close. Even when the news of the
geriousness of His Majesty’s illness was
reported in the press earlier, people were
not disposed to believe that the worst
would happen. But the unfathomable
wisdom of Providence has decreed other-
wise.

The endearing term of My Dear
Friends ’, used by His Majesty when he
spoke on 'the Christmas eve, could never
be forgotten. It speaks volumes about
his abiding love for his subjects. His
sterling smcerlty, superb-magnanimity of
heart, unfailing sympathy and deep in-
terest in the welfare of his subjects cannot
~be made more manifest than in the

following statements of the King’s Chmst-
mas Broadca,st

“The year that is passing—the twenty-
fifth since my Accession—has been ' to
me most memorable. It called forth, a
spontaneous offering of loyalty—and may
I say of love—which the Queen and I
can never forget. How could I fail to
note in all the rejoicing, not merely  res-
pect for the throne, but a warm and
generous remembrance of the man himself
who, may God help him, has been placed
upon it 2. It is this personal link between
me and mwy people which I value more
than I can say.”

The reign of King George was memor-
6 Ways than one.

able in mo Great
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events have happened. Monarchies have
fallen. Powers which at one time seemed
immutable have vanished. Systems of
Governments have changed and new
cults have come into being. The old
order has changed yielding place o new.
The political map of the world was re-
written more than once during the last
twenty-five years. But all these aval-
anches that swept over the world in the
shape of armed hostilities of the nations,
unprecedented world conflagrations, acute
economic revolutions, problems of un-
employment and keen distress and the
rest—all these have not been able to
seriously assail the solidarity of the
British Empire ‘over palm and pine:”’
During all these times of troubles, tribu-
lations, wars and other cataclysms which
clove the world, King George bore with
courage and devotion all the responsibil-
ities, thus adding to the duties of the
Crown a graciousness which sprang from
his own character, and shone as: the
“ Symbol of Unity and Stability ” of the
Great Empire.

The comment of the man in the street
on the passing of King George that * the
Empire has lost not only a great King
but a great gentleman ” amply testifies to
the goodness, greatness and popularity of
the King, who was every inch a king. The
death of such a noble King is an irrepar-

able loss, not only to the Empire but to
the whole world.

We beg to offer our respectful condol-
ences to the august Queen-mother-who
shared his joys and comforted him in the
hours of travail and to all the members of
the bereaved Royal family.

From what we have seen of King
Edward,we are sure that he will, according
to his inspiring message, assiduously
follow the footprints of his great prede-

cessor, the late lamented H. M. King .

George V and we wish him a long, glorious
and happy reign.
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Coconut Iindustry :

India Versus Ceylon

UR readers, we trust, are fully aware
of the sustained agitation carried on
in these columns during the last fourteen
months to secure proper protection to this
most important industry of the West
Coast of India from unfair foreign compebi-
tion. The magnitude of the coconub
industry and its immense value to the
millions of the agricultural classes are
well known. The rapid deterioration of
this industry in recent years on account
of the unprecedented fall in prices of
coconuts and coconut products brought
about mainly by the heavy importation
into India of Ceylon copra and coconub
oil at ‘ distress prices’ naturally caused a
tremendous stir among the agricultural
classes, who were faced with a grave
situation resulting from low prices of
their agricultural products.
After a protracted struggle of agitation,
representation, enquiry committee and
commissions, the Tmperial Council of Agri-
cultural Research recommended to the Go-
vernment of India to increase the import
duty on copra to Rs. 70 per ton. Even
this very moderate recommendation,
though it did not meet the situation ade-
quately, was not accepted by the Govern-
ment. A much smaller increase (Rs. 45
per ton) has been sanctioned recently by
the Government of India and that as a
tentative measure for one year.
of this very liberal consideration shown to
Ceylon at the cost of the Indian producer
of coconuts, the apostles of coconut in-
dustry in Ceylon do not appear to be

- satisfied. Quite recently in Madras, the

Hon’ble Mr. Peri Sundaram, Minister for
Industry and Lakour in Ceylon, expressed
his views on the subject of importation of
Ceylon copra into India which were

In spite -
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published in the Madras Dailies. Mr. Peri
Sundaram really deserves to be congratu-
lated on his able advocacy of Ceylon in-
terests. But, we have to point out that
the Hon'ble Minister for Industry over-
shot himself in presupposing that ‘the
Indian demand of copra and oil could not
be met by the West Coast, and that
Ceylon was not dumping copra but was
only supplementing the supplies of Mala-
bar” He himself admits that the conti-
nental prices for Ceylon copra were
always lower than the prices fetched in
India. It was already pointed out in these
columns, time and again, that Ceylon lost
her continental markets some years back
and she had no other alternative but to
depend on the Indian market for the sale
of her coconuts and coconut products.
This is the real situation and Mr. N. G.
Haydon, Chairman of the Travancore
Chamber of Commerce and who represent-
ed Travancore in the Imperial Council of
Agricultural Researcli, has, in a splendid
reply, (published in the Madras Dailies)
refuted with facts and figures all the
arguments of Mr. Peri Sundaram. The
accusation that “the cry of the West
Coast producers is not because there is
actually dumping but because they are
not allowed to exploit the situation” has
also been proved by Mr. Haydon to be
absolutely unfounded. The earnestness of
Ceylon to protect the interests of the
Indian consumer is easily understandable,
when one realises that Ceylon has no
other market than India for her coconut
products ! Any amount of sophistry can-
not hide facts. Ceylon must capture the
Indian markets and is scheming to ga,in
that end at any cost.

According to their philosophy and 1dea.
of fairness, Ceylon’s levy of an import

A
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duty on Indian cement is quite in order,
because she is contemplating the possibil-
ities of starting her own cement industry !
But if India on very reasonable grounds
levies a small import duty on foreign
coconuts and its products in order to
protect one of her largest established
industries-—on which depend T0% of the
entire population of Malabar—having
immense possibilities of development,
surely it becomes a veritable injustice.
Can unfairness-go any further ?
~ The coconut grower of the West Coast
does not require any concession but
demands only justice. Let Ceylon sell any
amount of copra in India, but never at
prices less than the Indian produets. To
gain this end a reasonable import duty
has to be levied. :
Another important problem has fo be
tackled in this connection. This is the
low rates of steamer freights obtained on
coconut products from Colombo to Cal-
eutta and Madras, which make it possible
for Ceylon to export these commodities at
a, cheaper rate than Malabar copra. The
greatest anomaly is that the freight rates
on coconut products from Ceylon to Bom-
bay are cheaper than the ireight rate
from Ceylon to even the West Coast
ports, such as Alleppey, Cochin, etc.,
although a greater distance has to be
covered to Bombay. The steamer com-
panies should be made to adopt and

Trade Transport

HE Associated Chambers of Commerce,

which concluded the Annual sessions
during Christmas week, passed certain
very important resolutions relating to
Trade Transport and the disparity in
Railway Freights, etc. It was pointed
out in the course of discussion that there
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follow a fair policy and principle in the
matter of fixing rates of freights based
mainly on the distances covered and to
remove all anomalies in freights with a
view to give equal opportunities for all.
It is reliably understood that a resolu-

tion to protect the coconut industry in.

India by an adequate increase of the
import duty on foreign coconuts, copra
and oil will be moved in the forthcoming
session of the Indian Legislative Assembly.
‘We have no doubt that such a resolution
will have the full support of all well-
wishers of the country and will be unan-
imously passed by the Assembly. We are
of opinion that the proposed duty of Rs. 45
per ton of copra is quite inadequate to

meet the situation and the least that the °

Government of India could do is to
sanction and bring into effect the recom-
mendation of the Imperial Council of
Agricultural Research in toto. Unless
and until the Government of India are
prepared to follow a bold policy of protec-
tion, it is very much feared that the
coconut industry of Malabar will soon be
extinet in as much as the coconut growers
have lost faith in securing remunerative
prices for their products and are con-
sequently neglecting to tend the palms pro-
perly. The situation is every day becom-
ing worse and only a bold and immediate
action of the Government can save the
industry from ruin.

was a wide disparity in the Railway
freight rates to different places of equal
distances and how the fixing of the

rates of freight was not based on any :?

principle. The following glaring instances
of disparity in freight rates
quoted as specimens :-

-

were ¢

.‘-\__,“n'ru. .
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“ Cotton is conveyed from Bombay to
Howrah at slightly more than half the
rate at which it is conveyed from Bombay
to Cawnpore which is only two-thirds of
the distance.” -

“Cotton is carried from Lyalpore to
Cawnpore at nearly double the rate
charged from Lyalpore to Bombay which
is nearly double the distance.”

“Cotton is carried from Lyalpore to
Benares which is about 170 miles further
than Cawnpore at two-thirds of the cost
at which it is conveyed from Lyalpore
to Cawnpore.”

The above facts clearly establish the
position taken by the Associated Cham-
bers that the Railway administration does
not follow any approved principle in the
matter of fixing freight rates.

The Indian Railway freight rates are
generally higher than those of many
foreign railways. The Railway Rates
Advisory Committee has not, so far, been
able to achieve any very good Tesults in
the matter of an equitable reduction of
rates and there is no higher authority or
tribunal in India, to whom an appeal
could be made for getting a fair reduction

~ in rates. The suggestion, therefore, of

the Associated Chambers that the Go-
vernment ~ should appoint ‘““a special
Committee with full powers of investi-
gation and with which Commerce,
Industry and Agriculture should be as-
sociated to enquire into the matter and
if found advisable, to appoint a perma-
nent Railway Rates Tribunal for all
India’® deserves the immediate and
serious consideration of the Government
of India.

Another suggestion that Government
might induce and encourage the Rail-
ways to construct feeder roads and also
run their own busses and lorries,
wherever such construction of feeder

v
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roads is not possible, also deserves care-

ful consideration.

Just as proper facilities for railway
transport are indispensable for the
development of the internal trade of a
country, so are the steamship transport
facilities for the foreign trade. India
which depends very much on her export
trade of raw materials and manufactured
goods to the United Kingdom and other
foreign countries is in dire need of proper
sea-transport facilities. The Alleppey
Chamber of Commerce has recently
published a memorandum (published
elsewhere in this issue) explaining the
shipping difficulties at the ports of
Alleppey and Cochin in the matter of
freights and measurement. The Chamber,
in its memorandum, strongly protests
against the anomalous system of steam-
ship freight rates and points out the
wide disparity which is highly detri-
mental to the Indian export trade.

The following extracts will throw a
flood of light on the inequity of the
system of freight rates adopted by the
Conference Lines of Steamers :

«_...the present rate is Sh. 45[- for
mats and matting per ton, plus 107, extra
for mats, plus a surcharge of 5........ 2

“The exorbitance of these rates will
be clear when the rates from Bombay
are compared. It may be taken that
Sh. 17/- per ton would be a fair average
........ the rate quoted to London for
November, 1935 shipments at Madras
Port was only Sh. 26/3 per ton while all
along the Alleppey to London rate has
been more than Sh. 45/-”

“ Again, the rate of freight from the
Malabar Coast to London on one hun-
dred weight of coir matting rugs is Sh.8/-
and the same is the rate from Hongkong
on mats of the same weight, although an

Byl TLL W o s i B LN b e S I,
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extra distance of about 900 miles has to
be covered to London.”

The rates of freight imposed by the
Conference Lines of Steamers are gen-
erally high and their policy of giving
a deferred rebate of 107 has enabled
them to establish a monopoly of the
shipments at the ports of Alleppey and
Cochin by preventing the shippers from
offering attractions to other competitive
lines. The subject of transport facilities,
both internal and foreign, is of paramount
importance in the development of trade
and industries of a country. As had
already been pointed out, the transport
facilities in respect of the internal trade

Notes and Comments

Economie Sanections

WRITING in the Mysore Hconomic
Journal on the Kconomic Sanctions

Prof. V. L. D’Souza B. A., B. com., Pro-,

fessor of Hconomics, Mysore University,
says that “ the value of the Ttalian imports
into India is a little over thres crores
each year while the value of exports is
about 5 3/4 crores. India has thus a
considerable trade balance with Ttaly.
With her large external obligations anid
in the present plight of her agricult-
ure, India, it is said, cannot face the
loss of so much trade with equanimity.
The trade with Italy provides not only
profits, wages and employment for those
directly engaged in it but also it con-
tributes to the public revenue through
customs duties and railway earnings.
But India may obtain relief through
diversion of trade to the sanctionist coun-
tries,as the LeagueCovenant contemplates,
in the event of sanctions, to rearrange
the market between the various ILieague
members so as to reduce the loss falling
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have to be vastly improved and the
system of the railway freight rate has to
be completely overhauled and modified.
With regard to foreign trade, the subject
of shipping faeilities and steamer freights,
especially at the ports of Alleppey and
Cochin, ought to engage the urgent and
serious attention of the Government of
India and the two Durbars. The sug-
gestion that the Government of India
should be urged to pass a legislative
measure declaring the system of deferred
rebates illegal, is one that demands the
consideration of all people, who wish to
safeguard and protect the trade of this
country.

on individual countries to a minimum.
India must be prepared to bear the
sacrifice in the larger interest of world
peace, which in the long run makes for
trade improvement.”

It remains to be seen how far India would
be giving effect to the sanctions and how
she would be compensated for her con-
sequent losses by rearrangement of -
markets among the League members as
contemplated in the Covenant.

3 * # * *

The Times’s Paris correspondent reports
that the further expected shrinkage in
French foreign trade during economic
sanctions against Italy is another set-back
to the hopes of an early economic revival.
Italy is one of France’s best customers,
and in 1934 Franco-Italian trade showed
a balance of 69,000,000 f. in France’s
favour. Up to September 30th, 1935, the

~balance in favour of France is nearly

135,000,000 f.  If Ttaly proceeds to a
boycott of French goods, if is feared that
important markets may be lost to Ameri-~
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can, German Austrian, and Hungarian
competitors.”

There has been much talk in the air
about Economic Sanctions but very little
is known about their operations. Country
after country is hesitating to impose
sanctions in full on account of one reason
or other. India, in spite of her favourable
trade balance with Italy, is loyally giving
effect to the sanctions. Will the League
come to the aid of India to compensate
her loss in her trade with Italy ?

X X X X X

Cotton Yarn

The Manchester Chamber of Com-
merce, in its annual report, states that
cotton yarn exports fo British India
which fell from 14,000,000 pounds in 1932
to 9,300,000 pounds in 1934 have already
amounted to 9,700,000 pounds for the
first eleven months of 1935. The figures

for China fell from 10,000,000 in 1932 to

1,600,000 for the corresponding period,
whereas those for Germany and Nether-
lands are encouraging since they are
rising towards 1932-33 levels. The fotal
exports for all countries give a promise of
approaching the 1932 level of 141,700,000
pounds.

Though Indian mill weaving industry
is progressing sabisfactorily in recent
years, a very large quantity of fine yarn
has to be imported from the United King-
dom and Japan. The number of cotton
gpinning mills in India is quite dispropor-
tionate to the number of the weaving
mills and the few spinning mills that are
working do not possess high count spindles,
with the result that all the weaving mills
have to depend on foreign yarn for fine
weaving. Cotton is exported from India

to be spunned and returned back as yarn.
X T > S X: X
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Motor Industry for India

Sir M. Visveswarayya, who was deput-
ed to western countries by the Bombay
magnatbes to study the motor industry, has
reburned to India after an elaborate
study. He expressed thatin the present
circumstances of the country, the organisa-
tion of the motor industry was a
pressing need. During the past six or
seven months, he had visited almost all
principal motor manufacturing countries
of the west, gathered necessary informa-
tion and obbtained suggestions and advices
from experts. His impression was that
the industry represented advanced type
of manufacture and was liable to rapid
development owing to changes in fashion,
fluctuations in money market, improve-
ments in technique and other causes. He
felt that the success of the scheme would
be decided by the degree of co-operation
which the Government and leading busi-
nessmen of the country were prepared to
extend to this venture. Concrete proposals,
it is understood, will be published soon.

X X X X 4

Rubber Faectory ati Calcutta

The Dunlop Rubber Company have, it
is understood, decided to open a rubber
factory at Calcutta with up-to-date plant
and machinery for the manufacture of
rubber goods, chiefly motor car ftyres
and tubes. Calcutta has been chosen
by the Company to be the best place
for the installation of a rubber factory
since it is nearer to Malaya rubber planta-
tions.

* * * * *

Manufacture of rubber goods is a very
big industry with immense possibilities of
expansion. Provided the manufactured
goods can compete favourably with im-
ported goods in quantity, India presents

a huge market.
* . ¥ * * *




553 THE COMMERCIAL REVIEW

It is learnt that the preparation of
several substitutes for rubber is also
attempted and Thiokol is considered to
be the best among the substitutes. Recent
researches have proved that this substi-
tute can be a good competitor to rubber.
At any rate, the position of rubber cannot
be seriously affected by these substibubes.

British Premier on Labour

Mr. Baldwin, the Prime Minister of
England, in his New Year Message to the
Conservative organisations, is reported to
have remarked as follows :-

“Marxian Socialism has been defeated
this time, but with its powerful organisation
it is still strong in its defeat. The task
before each one of us is to ensure thab it
will be defeated even more decisively
next time.

The next General Election must be
made safe for constitutional government,

with all that it denotes in peace and

security abroad, and stability and progress
at home. Democracy must defend itself
against all forms of extremism.”

Continuing the Premier said about
Labour’s new moderation that ““ Labour is
a subversive influence.”

“One of the main tasks in our propa-
ganda -work will be to pin down the
Labour Party as the exponents of a
dangerous form of cxtreme Socialism.
Already there are indications that, for
election purposes, the Labour Party hopes
to hide ibs real aims. It is seeking to
tone down its avowed policy, to obscure
168 subversive tendencies, and to silence
its revolutionaries—in the hope of cap-
turing the vofers unawares.

These tactics must be exposed, for the.
present Labour Party remains essentially

what we bave known it to be during the
past four years—a party which, if returned
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to power, would attack our social
system at the roots, destroy the fabric of
the Constitution, and seek to bring the
country to a ruthless Socialism through
crisis and chaos. It is not the least of the
tasks laid on the Conservative Party to
unmask the realities that lie behind the
new moderation which the Labour Party—
a8 the wolf in sheep’s clothing—seeks to
adopt in its effort to seize power for
dangerous ends.”

THE FINISHING TOUCH

A young man walked breezily into the doctor’s
surgery.

‘““Ah, good-morning, sir!”’ he said. ‘I've
just dropped in to tell you how greatly I bene-
fited from your treatment.”

The doctor eyed him up and down.

“But I don’t remember you,” he said.
“You’re not one of my patients.”

“I know,” replied the other, ““but my uncle
was, and I’m his heir,”

BUY FROM — —

THE :
TRAVANCORE COIR INDUSTRIALS,
ALLEPPEY, . S. INDIA.

YOUR REQUIREMENTS OF:-

COIR MATS, MATTING
] .
MATTING RUGS.

UP-TO-DATE DESIGNS
GUARANTEED QUALITY
MODERATE PRICES
PROMPT EXECUTION

Stencilled RugS and Mats a Specialty

- Samples and “Quotations
on Application.
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Chamber Notes

Shipping Difficulties
(Continued from previous issue)

Reply of the steamer agents to the ref-
erence made by the Government on the
letter of the Alleppey Chamber of Com-
merce.

THE CLAN LINE STEAMERS LTD.,
Alleppey, 25th Nov., '35.
Dear Sir,

ITH reference to your letter dated
21st November, 1935, asking for
comments on a communication from the
Alleppey Chamber of Commerce to the
Chief Secretary to Government, the situa-
tion is as seb forth below :—

For the past two years the subject of
measurement at Coast Ports has been
receiving the deep consideration alike of
all shippers of integrity and steamer
owners. Some shippers have persistently
evaded the registration of the ftrue
measurement of the cargo they have
shipped, despite every conceivable form of
safeguard which has been introduced on
the coast. They have presented small,
specially prepared packages for measure-
ment but shipped large packages. This
works obviously to the very great dis-
advantage of all honest shippers and is
largely the cause of the cut-throat com-
petition which is causing the ruin of the
coir mats and matting industry. Shippers
who evade fair measurement are able to
quote prices far below those which shippers
who pay full freight can afford to charge.
Yet, if honourable shippers do not bring
their prices down to the same level, they

~ cannob secure business. In this manner

the coir mats and matting industry is
rendered profitless, save to those shippers,
who resort to doubtful practices. The
situation has become so serious that
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shippers of integrity, who find themselves
faced with this problem, are demanding
that owners of steamers should protect
their interests. Steamer owners, also, of
course, have a very strong interest in this
matber in as much as for some years they
have been carrying cargo for which full
freight has not been paid. The measure-
ment clause which is now being included
on all Bills of Lading of all the principal
steamer lines (both Indian and European)
has as a matber of fact been in vogue for
years past in connection with the three
principal Coasting Lines and in bringing
this clause into force in connection with
the Clan Line steamers, the Clan Line is
merely falling into line with an existing
practice on the part of other lines, which
so far as we know has never been the
subject of inconvenience to or protest
from shippers. :

The suggestion that remeasurement ab
destination will be limited to Indian
shippers can only be characterised as
ridiculous. Steamer owners are neot in-
terested in the race of the shippers of cargo.
They are only interested in treating all
fairly and all alike and in securing the
full freight of the cargo shipped, which is

‘their legal and moral right.

Nor must it be supposed that the clause
in question has been introduced with a
view to harassing any shipper, either
European or Indian. The steamer lines
reserve the right to remeasure cargo at
destination solely in order to protect their
own interests and fto protect the in-
terests of the majority of shippers (Indian
and FEuropean) whose interests are at
present gravely prejudiced by the doubtful
practices of a few shippers. The procedure
to be followed is set forth below :—























































