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THE MINERAL WEALTH
OF INDIA

INTRODUCTORY

SEVERAL centuries hefore the Christian Era, India was
reputed to be fabulously rich in precious stones and metals. The
country was then producing, in large quantities, among metals
cold, silver, copper. tin, lead and iron and among gemstones
ruby, emerald and diamond. The occurrence of vast quantities
of slag and huge excavations in metalliferous areas in different
parts of the country is ample evidence of the magnitude of the
metallurgical operations carried on in Ancient India. Mr. Ball of
the Indian Geological Survey observed, after very careful investi-
gation, *“ Were India wholly isolated from the rest of the world or
were her mineral productions protected from competition, there
cannot be the least doubt that she would be able, from within her
own boundaries, to supply very nearly all requirements, in so far
as the mineral world is concerned, of a highly civilised commau-
nity .” Today the same observation may be made with greater
certainty in view of the steadily increasing output of Indian
minerals vear by vear, and the more precise knowledge we have
gained of the nature and extent of mineral deposits. The ancient
Hindus attained very considerable skill in the metallurgy of the
then known metals, particularly iron and steel, and anticipated
the latest discoveries in the production and heat treatment of
carbon steel. The reputed blades of Damascus were made
with Indian Wootz Steel. The metallurgical industries were
wide-spread in the country. They were carried on, on a small
scale, by primitive methods and they persisted for several
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thousand years. In course of time, owing to depletion of mines,
internal disorder, and foreign competition based on the more
economical production on a large scale, the indigenous mining
and smelting industries were practically crushed out of existence.

During the last four decades, however, there has been a mark-
ed revival in the mineral production of the country. Many
important deposits of minerals have been brought to light by the
exertions of the Geological Survey of India, and there is reason
to believe that many more remain to be discovered. There has
been a steady, almost uninterrupted progress in the production
of minerals, from a total of £ 53 millions in 1908 to over £ 10
millions in 1934, the minerals coal, gold, petroleum, manganese
ore, mica and tungsten ore contributing largely to this increase.
But there is no marked increase in the output of metalliferous
minerals except iron ore. This is due to the fact that in modern
metallurgical developments the recovery of bye-products is an
essential factor. Without it the minerals will not pay to work
for the metal alone. In the present state of Indian Industries it
has not been found possible to smelt all the available ores. Until
cheap power is readily available and industries arise in the coun-
try demanding a sufficient number of bye-products, to complete
a cycle of operations, we cannot expect an increase in the output
of metallic ores.

Fortunately, there are signs that in the near future the
situation will greatly improve. Our industries are fast multi-
plying, and the need is daily increasing for products such as
chlorine, sulphuric acid and caustic soda, which serve as links in
certain chains of operations. The Indian Industrial Commission
accepted the principle that, in future, the Government of India
must play an active part in the industrial development of the
country, with the aim of  making India more self-contained in
respect of men and material and recommended the estblisha-
ment of two Imperial Colleges, one for the highest grade of
Engineering, and the other for Metallurgy. They urgently en-
joined the Government to undertake a hydrographic survey in
order to determine the places which offer possibilities for the
establishment of hydro-electric installations, with a view to the
development of thermo-eleciric industries. Acting on their
recommendation the Government of India deputed the Chief
Engineer of the United Provinces to make preliminary investi-
gation based on data collected from all parts of India. And the
Government of Madras carried out an elaborate hydrographic
survey. Asa result of it, Sir C. P. Ramaswami Iyer, the then
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member of the Executive Council, realising the value of Hydro-
electric power in our province which is devoid of coal or oil fuel,
sponsored the Pykara scheme in 1928. Major Howard, the
eminent Electrical Engineer completed the first stage of the pro-
ject in 1933, at a cost of one and a quarter crore of rupees with
the aid of practically an entire staff of Indian Engineers. At
present only 33,000 H. P. is installed, and the largest single con-
sumer of this power is the Madukkarai Cement Factory, which
is working on modern methods and producing high grade cement
conforming to British standard specifications. The Pykara pro-
ject when completed, will be capable of supplying 120,000 H. P.
The water power resources of this province are estimated at
3,000,000 H. P. adequate to meet all kinds of provincial needs for
decades to come. The development of the vast mineral resources
of Peninsular India will depend entirely on the extension of
similar electric installations, as it does not produce a drop of oilor
an ounce of coal.

The total value of mineral products imported into the country
exceeds £ 30 millions a year, while the average annual value of
the mineral production of the country does not exceed £ 12 mil-
lions. The requisite mineral deposits are in the country and they
await development. Compared with the mineral production of
other countries the production of India sinks into insignificance.
The annual value of the mineral production of the United States of
America, England and Germany are, in round numbers, 400
million, 130 million and 115 million sterling, respectively. The
annual value of the coal produced in each of these three countries
exceeds ten times the annual value of the entire mineral produc-
tion of India. This indicates, better than any other figures, the
scope that exists for the development of the mineral resources of
India of which [ have drawn a general outline below.

GOLD.

The world’s average production of gold is valued at 95 million
sterling, the entire production of India from all sources being
22 million sterling. In the Kolar District of Mysore gold is
mined from z single vein of blue quartz which is 4 ft. in thickness
and auriferous for a distance of 4 miles. The vein has been
worked since 1887 by the Mysore, Champion Reef, Oorgaum, and
Nandydrug Companies. The Champion Reef and Oorgaum
Mines have each reached a depth of over 7000 ft. The yield
of gold per ton of quartz varies from 10 to 20 pennyweights.
The annual output of gold from the 4 companies of Mysore
is 570,000 oz. The average annual output of gold in the
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Hutti field in the state of Hyderabad is about 17,000 ounces,
the yield of gold per ton of quartz being 8°'6 dwts.

In small quantities gold has been found in Anantapur
District, in the Wynad, the Singdhum and Manbhum districts of
Chota Nagpur, in Sikkim and Jubbalpore and the alluvial
deposits of the Cauvery and Irrawady.

COAL.

Indian coal is mostly derived from the Damuda series of the
Gondwana system which is chieflv composed of sandstones and
shales deposited in fresh water., The gondwana coals have been
preserved in the valleys of the Damuda, the Mahanadi, the
Godavari and its tributaries. The fields that have been worked
hitherto are Raniganj and Jherria fields in the Damuda valley,
the Giridhi field occurring to the north of the Damuda valley,
the Daltanganj field lying to the west of Giridhi, the Singareni,
Ballarpur and Waroras Fields in the Godavary valley, and the
Mohpani and Pench Valley fields lving respectively -at the
northern and southern fringes of the Satpura Range. The
extensive country occupied by the valleys of the Ganges, the
Indus and the Brahmaputra was probably once covered by the
Gondwanas composed of sheets of sandstones, shales and coals.

The Ranigunj field lies mostly in the district of Burdwan and
covers an area of about 500 square miles. The Barakars are the
most important in the Jherria Field, which lies in the Manbhum
district and covers an area of 200 square miles. To the west of
Jherria lies the Bokaro Field which is producing high grade coal.
In Ballarpur, coal is found at a depth of 250 ft. over an area of 1}
square miles. The Singareni Field in the Godavari valley has
been working since 1886. In addition to these fields there are
tertiary coal fields, more recently formed in Assam, Burma, Raj-
putana, the Punjab and Baluchistan. The thickness of coal seams
worked in India varies from 3 ft. in Umaria to 75 ft. in North-
East Assam.

OUTPUT OF COAL

The total production of coal in India in round numbers in the
year 1934 was 23 million tons of which the greater portion was
derived from the Jherria and Raniganj Fields. There has been a
continuous increase in the output of coal from a million tons in
1884 to 23 millions in 1934. Approximately 6 million tons of coal
are consumed on the Railways and 1 million tons are exported, the
balance being consumed locally by the producing industries. With
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increasing demand for fuel the output of coal will increase, the
estimated amount of coal available in the Wardha, Pranhita and
Godavari basins alone being 1700 million tons.

THE QUALITY OF INDIAN COAL

The coals obtained from the more recent formations in extra
peninsular area, differ from the older Gondwana coals in contain-
ing a higher percentage of moisture and volatile matter. Never-
theless, some coals, as in Assam, contain a very low percentage of
ash and have a high calorific value. The heating value of Indian
coals ranges between 5600 and 7900 calories. They are very much
inferior to the best Welsh Steam Coal, of which the calorific
value is 14,000. The number of persons employed in the coal
mines is steadily increasing and it now amounts to 200,000.

DIAMOND.

India has long been reputed as a diamond producing country,
but at present the output of Indian diamond mines is negligibly
small. Jn south India, the diamondiferous area includes the
districts of Kurnool, Cuddapah, Bellary, Anantapur, Kistna ang
Godavari. In central India the diamond is derived from the
conglomerate and alluvium occurring near Panna, over an area
60 miles long and 10 miles wide.

The Kohinur is believed to have been found at Kollur, in
Sathanepalli taluk, Guntur District. According to Tavernier,
when he visited Kollurin 1665, there were 60,000 persons at work
in the diamond mines. Extensive mining operations were then
carried on at Chennur, Cunnaporta and Obalampalli in Cadappa,
in Munimadugu, Wajrakarur and Gooty in Anantapur District;
Ramalkotta, Baswapur, Mahanandi and other localities in Karnul
District and Bhadrachalam on the Godavari. The myth regarding
diamond seeking mentioned in the Travels of Sindbad the sailor
has reference to the celebrated Kollur mines of the Kistna valley.

Mr. King was of opinion that diamond mining would pay in
south India for those content with a slowly paying occcupation.
According to the records of the Geological Survey of India,
private reports indicate that every year, a certain number of
valuable diamonds are picked up after the showers of -rain, in the
neighbourhood of Wajrakarur, in Anantapur District. One of
the stones found in 1917 weighed 57 carats.

‘ IRON ORE

The entire Peninsular area abounds in different kinds of iron
ore as haematite, limonite and magnetite., Distinct ore bodies of



136 GOVERNMENT VICTORIA COLLEGE MAGAZINE

considerable size and richness occur in a large number of places
in East and South India. Throughout the country slag heaps are
found in almost every district even to this day.

Magnetite is the richest ore of iron and contains 72 per cent.
of metal. Itis met within immense quantities in the Madras
Presidency. The beds are occasionally 50 to 100 ft. in thickness,
and the best quality of iron ore may be obtained in this region in
quantities which have been estimated at thousands of millions of
tons. In Eastern India, valuable iron ore deposits occur in
Mayurbbanj State in Orissa. Of these deposits, three are now
worked by Messrs. Tata Sons and Co.

In the Mysore State, haematites containing 55 per cent. of
iron occur in the Bababudan Hills, the estimated quantity ex-
ceeding 100 million tons. Eastern Bengal, the Central Provinces
and Hyderabad offer the best conditions for the economic smelt-
ing of iron ore on a large scale as at Jamshedpur. The proximity
of fuel, ore and flux favour these localities. In Mysore and Madras
there can be:only a limited output of iron owing to scarcity of
fuel. The future of South Indian Iron and Steel Industry is
bound up with the development of Hydro-electric power.

LEAD

The most important ore of lead is galena or the sulphide of
lead. Although at present a small amount of ore is worked in
India there is probably no metal of which the ores have been
formerly worked to so large an extent as lead except those of iron.
This is proved by the extent of the ancient mines in all parts of

India. It appears that in many cases the ore was chiefly sought
for the silver it contained.

In the Madras Presidency lead ores occur at Jangamarazupalli
and Cotelur in Cuddapah District, at Gezulapalli and Koilkuntla
in Karnul District, and in the Sandur Hills in Bellary. In the
area to the west of Jangamarazupalli a vein is said to occur south-
east of the village of Nagasanipalli. The vein is split in 2 portions
2 ft. apart, each averaging 4 inches thick. They are rich in galena
and copper ores. According to Mr. Mallet a sample of ore yielded
78 per cent. of lead and 22 oz. and 7 penny weights of silver per
ton of lead. Thisarea was worked by the kings of Vijayanagar,
the Nawabs of Cuddapah, and by Haider and Tippu for the silver
it contained. The metalliferous area is full of promise and
deserves investigation. During 1915 the total production of
lead in the Bawdwin mines in Burma, amounted to 13,522 tons of

hard lead of which 6,575 tons were refined in England and 284,875 oz.
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of silver recovered. The annual output of lead ore is 50,000
tons valued at £ 400,000 in round numbers. The quantity of
silver produced is quite insignificant as compared with the con-
sumption which amounts annually to over 80 million ounces.

MANGANESE ORE.

Manganese ore is widely distributed in India. It is extracted
in Bombay, the Central Provinces, Madras and Mysore, the
Central Provinces contributing by far the largest amount. The
total production of Manganese ore in 1914 was 682,000 tons valued
at £ 877,000. The two leading countries producing manganese
ore are Russia and India, and the output of India is nearly equal
to that of Russia. The consumers of Indian manganese are the
great steel producing countries, the United States of America,
Germany, England and France.

COPPER.

The most common ore is the sulphide of copper which
gets dacomposed to carbonates and oxides in exposed places.
The ores do not occur in this country as true lodes but are found
thinly disseminated in schists or locally concentrated. In the
Peninsular and Extra Peninsular regions there are mines of great
extent whose histories are lost in antiquity. In the Madras
Presidency copper ore has been met with in Trichinopoly,
Bellary, Cuddapah, Karnul and Nellore. In Karnul District
copper ores occur in Goomanconda, Somadapalli and
Agnigundala. In Nellore District there are numerous localities
in which copper ore is found. At Garimanipenta, and Yerrapalli
4 miles to the east of it are mines of considerable antiquity. It
is reported that the Vijayanagar kings and agents of Haider and
Tippu worked these mines. The excavations are of great
magnitude and the extent of smelting operations carried on by
the ancients is indicated by the amount of copper slag still to be
found in the locality. At Gorganpalli, thirty miles north, the
ancient mines were 106 ft. deep and several hundred feet long.
All the copper mines of south India have now been abandoned.
A company with a capital of 10 lakhs of rupees has recently
been floated to work the copper mines in Pamur Taluk in Nellore
District. The copper vein strikes North to South andis 10 ft
wide and 20 ft. deep. It extends over 5000 acres and has given an
average yield of 8 per cent, copper.

In Chota Nagpur copper ores occur in Manbhum and Sing-
bhum districts in numerous localities. In the Singbhum District
a copper bearing belt marked out by old copper workings persists
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to a distance of 80 miles. The Cape Copper Mining Co. has been
carrying on mining operationsin this area since 1908. By the
end of 1914, a shaft 1000 ft. had been sunk at Matigara and the
amount of ore available was estimated at 3,07.000 tons containing
over 12,000 tons of copper.

MICA

Mica occurs in pegmatites in Bihar, Orissa, Madras, Raj-
putana and Mysore. In Bihar, the mica mines lie in the districts
of Hazaribag, Gaya and Monghir. In tbe Madras Presidency it
occurs only in Nellore District. Out of a total production of .
45,000 cwts., Bihar and Orissa contributed 32,000 cwts., and Madras
10,000 cwts, the remaining quantity being obtained from other
provinces. Most of the mica raised in India is exported to the
United Kingdom. Practically the whole of the world’s output of
Mica is obtained from India, Canada, and the United States. India
contributing 65 per cent. of the total. The average price per cwt.
of Mica is £ 4. There has been a steady increase in the output of
Indian Mica owing to increased demand ‘due to a wider zpplica-
tion of Mica for boiler and pipe lagging, as a lubricant and
insulator and for wall papers and paints. Micanite is made from
waste Mica by cementing together small sheets of Mica with
shellac under pressure and is much used in the construction of
motors and dynamos. About 15,000 persons are employed in the
industry in which there is practically no risk of life.

TUNGSTEN ORE

Tungsten ore was first discovered in 1841 by Captain Tre-
menheere near Mergui, but no steps were taken to prospect the
deposits until 1909 when Mr. Page of the Genlogical Survey of
India again drew public attention to its occurrence near Tavoy.
Since then Lower Burma has been producing thousands of tons of
concentrates. The entire Indian output of Wolfram, tungten ore,
for 1915 was 2645 tons valued at £ 296,772. The ore was being
exported to Germany for metallurgical treatment. Tungsten is
used in the manufacture of high speed tool steels and in making
the filaments for incandescent electric lamps.

PETROLEUM

The petroleum resources of India are confined to two systems
of folded rocks at either end of the Himalayas. The Western
system extends from the Punjab to Persia and the Eastern system
from Assam to Borneo. Inthe Punjab, oil springs have been
known to exist in the Rawalpindi district but the total output has
been very small varying between 400 and 1700 gallons a year. In
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Assam marketable oil comes from Digboy in Lakhimpur district,
of which the annual output is about 414 million gallons. The
most productive oil fields of Burma are those situated on the
Eastern side of Arakan Yoma, in the Irawady valley. The oldest
field of Yenangyung covers an area of 114 square miles of petroli-
ferous territory and is held under lease by the Burmah Qil Com-
pany. The oil is obtained from oil sands at a depth of 2000 ft.,
the annual yield of the field approximating 20 million gallons
valued at £ 765,000. Singu is another field owned by the same
company and its yield of oil has steadily increased from 77 million
gallons in 1915. India has been producing only about 2 per cent.
of the world’s total supply.

CONCLUSION.

In addition to the minerals detailed above there are others
which deserve a mention. Alum, Amber, Antimony, Monozite,
Graphite, Marble, Corundum, Garnet, Gypsum, Ochre, Saltpetre,
Zinc ore, Chinaclay, aund Bauxite, have heen worked to an
appreciable extent. With increasing demand for minerals, and
the harnessing of our extensive water-power resources, the
future is full of promise for the mineral and the associated
Industrial Development of the country which will not only solve
the problem of unemployment but confer the much needed
material prosperity on our countrymen.

R. Trimurti Rao, B. A., L. T.



THEDECLINE OFE DEMOCRACY

THE business of governing men has been called the chief
preoccupation of civilized man. The advance of civilization has
been defined as the struggle to secure better forms of government.
Government by democracy is the greatest contribution of the
Greeks to human culture. We have accepted democracy as the
summum bonum of government, which cannot be improved upon
and to replace which by some other form of government would
be a set-back to barbarism. But there have always been
people who are opposed to the fundamentals of democracy. They
honestly believe that government by one or by a few is better than
government by all. Thus the latterday struggle between demo-
cracy and dictatorship is not unique. It has been fought out in
many civilizations and upon the nature of its end might depend
the destiny of the present culture.

The most striking political phenomenon of today is the
sudden eclipse of liberty and the abandoning of democracy in
favour of dictatorsbip in many parts of the civilized world. A
wave of sadism seems to have swept over the world, and in their
flagrant disregard of the sacred principles of justice and liberty
many governments seem to have relapsed into barbarism. These
strange movements have got a political philosophy of their own,
fundamentally alien to the principles of democracy and an exami-
nation of their ideology might prove interesting.

The assumptions of Democracy, asstated by its great apostle
John Stuart Mill, regard liberty as the highest good, truth as an
ultimate value and man as a rational being. Mill, like Socrates,
defends liberty upon a utilitarian basis. He states that the
advance of the human race is only possible if the fullest practi-
cable liberty is granted and if truth is always recognised. Truth
and liberty are ultimate values, they are desired for their own
sakes and not for the sake of something else which they might
bring. Mill believed in man’s capacity to perceive truth provided
it is presented to him long enough and consistently enough.

The political philosophies of modern dictatorships categori-
cally deny many of these assumptions. Thus Hitler in * Mein
Kampf * states that it is the duty of pcople *‘ not to seek out objec-
tive truth, in so far as it may be favourable to others, but always
to serve their own particular truth.” ............"National socialism
deliberately turns away from education that has knowledge us its
last end’ (Order of the Prussian government, March 1934)
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“Educationists must produce the political being who in all
his thoughts and actions is roated in his nation and inseparably.
attached to its history and faith.  Obiective truth comes after
and is not always desirable”. (Dr. Frick, Nazi Minister of the
Interior),

These extracts clearly show that the Nazis regard objective
truth as a nuisance and believe in ‘subjective truth’ for each
nation, whatever it may be. Fascism tramples down in contempt
upon *““ the dead corpse of liberty.” Says Mussolini, * The state
as conceived of and created by Fascism is a spiritual and moral
factor in itself.........It is hard to see how the state can commit
theft or murder in the sense in which these are moral offences
«es......Both fascism and nationalism regard the state as the
foundation of all rights and the source of all values for the indi-
viduals composing it.” In his ‘Political and social doctrine of
Fascism’ he states, “The principle that society exists solely
through the well-being and the personal liberty of all the indi-
viduals of which it is composed does not appear to be conformable
to the plans of nature.”

Thus the rise of dictatorships inevitably means the eclipse of
liberty. For, as C. E. M. Joad has pointed out, dictators cannot
tolerate freedom of criticism, since they have an ‘‘inevitable
tendency to equate disagreement with sin and criticism with
treason.”

In searching for the reasons that have led to sudden decline
of democracy today, we must remember that many factors of this
complex modern civilization militate against the success of demo-
cratic government. The vast size and complexity of the modern
state tend to put the ordinary citizen out of touch with its pulse
and ingrain into him a spirit of apathy and indifference towards
political issues. Lord Bryce's famous doubt as to the possibility
of successful government by democracy in any but small states
would almost seem to be justified. A modern state with its vast
array of responsibilities needs an army of permanent officials.
This bureaucracy sims at the elimination of individuality and
local differences. The rapidly increasing process of centralization
of government hands over to officialdom all powers of local
administration till the democratic element is squeezed out and
the government becomes a vast soulless bureaucratic machine
screened efficiently by red tape and stiffness from hearing the
voice of public opinion. Many thinkers have pointed out that the
centralization of administration proceeding today makes for
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standardization of humanity and is hostile to individuality, regard-
ing all human beings not as volitional creatures, but as problems
necessitating treatment by standard formulae. Even in States
where parliamentary democracy persists this new despotism has
come to stay.

Another factor militating against democracy is the unhealthy
economic situation which forces states and individuals to live in
an atmosphere of crisis. Now a crisis is unfavourable to the slow
and cumbrous methods of democratic government. A dangerous
crisis necessitates quick and sure decision and swift execution,
unquestioning obedience and absolute lack of opposition. These
are conditions which no democracy can guarantee, although dic-
tatorships easily achieve them. No form of democracy can hope
to survive from the melting pot into which all our institutions
are now being precipitated unless it can achieve these, and conti-
nuity of policy besides.

Democracy means government by parties and this is only
successful when parties are agreed on fundamentals and differ only
on matters of policy. But today parties like the communists and
fascists who question the very assumptions upon which the
democratic state rests, have risen and these irreconcilables make
party government a failure.

Laski in his ‘ Democracy in crisis’ states that there cannot be
true political equality unless perfect economic equality is pre-
supposed. Till now the capitalists in power were able to propiti-
ate the rising tide of socialism by economic and political conces-
sions. But capitalism has reached its limit of expansion and it
can make no more concessions. The hungry proletariat seeing
that no more crumbs are falling from the rich man’s table would
soon take matters into their own hands and subvert the pseundo-
democratic bourgeoisie state.

There is a fundamental factor working against Democracy,
which is also an indictment of modern civilization. This is
standardization of humanity and the creation of the ‘mass-mind’
through education, amusement and employment. The tendency
of modern civilization is to level out all differences, to destroy
all individuality and uniqueness and to provide peoplewith ready-
made ideas and opinions. At this rate humanity will achieve the
soulless perfection of the bee-hive where there is mechanic
efficiency and deadening uniformity. The popular newspapers
and the radio influence men by subtle and incessant propaganda
to such an extent that the ordinary citizen is a mere bundle of
opinions and prejudices picked up from tabloid newspapers, and
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is incapable of thinking for himself or of examining the thoughts
presented to him by others.

We are living in a mechanic age and unless we take care our
souls would become mechanic. Readers of Aldous Huxley's
‘Brave New World® will recognise in that remarkable book the
destination towards which modern civilization appears to be
travelling,— a world of efficient human automata, incapable of
initiative or enterprise and dutifully playing their parts as cogs
in the wheel of the social machine.

Such apathy and lack of interest resulting from the produc-
tion of what is termed the ‘ mass-mind’ are fatal to democracy,
as Mill foresaw. Democracy rests upon the capacity of each
man to think and decide for himself and when men become incap-
able of performing this cardinal duty, then the sunset of mankind
is near.

“Inactivity, unaspiringness, absence of desire are a more
fatal hipdrance to improvement than any misdirection of energy;
and are that through which alone, when existing in the mass, any
very formidable misdirection by an energetic few becomes possible.
It is this which retains in a savade or semi-savage state a great
majority of the human race”. (Representative Government.)

C. E. M. Joad tentatively puts forward the suggestion that
the decline of the popular belief in religion has much to do with
the prevailing glorification of dictatorships. Freudian nsycholo-
gists state that although the growth of rationalism has led to the
decay of the belief in God, men nevertheless need a God to
worship. Being deprived of the God in Heaven they try to find
one on earth. They find such a God in a political leader. Such
a deity has the advantage of being quite comprehensible. Hitler
with his tooth-brush moustache and Mussolini with his protu-
berant lower jaw are persons easy of remembrance. The glorific-
ation of such a dictator frees the ordinary man from the troable-
some task of thinking for himself. Much force is given to this
psychological explanation by the fact that many modern
dictators have practically been deified. Lenin resting in his mau-
soleum is the god of Soviet Russia; and some perfervid Nazis
already regard Hitler as little less than the Deity.

We can state confidently that these are the factors which
have led to the decline of Democracy and Liberty today. What
of the future? Will Democracy survive or give way to the
totalitarian state? Unless we believe that the world is slipping
back to barbarism we must hold that democracy will survive. For
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it rests upon the innate rationality of man, upon the acceptance
of truthas thesupreme good and of liberty as the chief instrument
for the progress of the race. Fascism in all countries denies
these principles and by asserting the subjectivity of truth seems
to apply philosophical pragmatism with a vengeance in affairs
of ordinary life. Such an attitude is plainly a bar to human
progress and a treason to Truth. It holds out no hope for the
race and it is an exaltation of might over right. It is the worship
of the devil in man. It cannot last, and we can confidently assert
that totalitarian Governments would give way to democracy
in the near future. But that democracy would not be the
decrepit one of today; it would be supple and elastic and capable
of dealing with the complexities of the modern civilized state,
and at the same time be in perfect touch with the peoples’ will.

C. Sukumaran Nair, B. A,
{Old Boy).



THE ABOMINABLE GOGGLES.

* Villains so often assume diff'rent scowls
And glare with their Goggles...

—W. H. Ireland, ScribbleOmania.

I am unable to give any adequate reason why it is so, but,
speaking frankly, I have great aversion to goggles and the persons
who wear them. It may be inborn hatred, or what is worse, it
may be imbibed distaste. I have heard that there are some
women who faint if you pronounce the word ‘Omnibus’ in
their presence ; and there are some men who experience an
unpleasant thrilling sensation if they hear for a long time the
shrill sound of the slate-pencil on the slate. Similarly the moment
I see coloured glasses I become a slave to strange sensations.

Goggles! What a harsh and unmusical word! There are
some words which cause uneasiness to the man who pronounces
them as well as to him who hears them.

The word * Eagle ’ is not so bad as the bird actually is, and
* Bugle ', though unwieldy, reminds us of music. And what does |
* Goggles " connote? To me the word means all that is unhappy;
a thousand unpleasant recollections rush into my mind, and a
dull, insipid, melancholy feeling overpowers me. It is very pleasant
to watch the sun emerging from dark masses of clouds on a
blue afternoon; and the splendour of a moon-lit night when
multitudes of crickets chirp from the lawn, is indescribable. But
think of the goggles and a man wearing them !

There was a time when I also had a sort of fascination for
these coloured glasses. I remember the first time when I saw
this wonderful thing worn by an agent who travelled in trains to
sell Eucalvptus oil. Attracted by the green colour of the glasses
I went to him and bored him with many inquisitive questions. To
satiate my curiority he handed the glasses to me that I might have
a look at, or thro’ them; and when 1 put them on, the noon appeared
to be night and the sun was mistaken for the Moon! I actually fell
in love with the whole world. Then there grew in me a desire to
possess one such and the next day when I got the usual pocket
money from my father I gave twelve annas to the servant and
asked him to buy me a pair of the spectacles. For many days after
I had got them I was not seen anywhere without them. During the
night time I wished for the day to come so that I might wear my
coloured glasses. When I slept I kept it in a velvet case by my bed
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side in such away that I might see them whenever I woke up from
sleep. That was years ago, whén I was six yvears old, and when my
only ambition in life was to become the undisputed owner of a
toy pistol, a live-parrot, a perambulator, a small pen-knife and a
watch which always indicated the hour of twelve, and in which
* it seemed always afternoon.”

My passion for the spectacles ended not so suddenly as it
came, but gradually. That is often the case with most of us. We
fall in love with a person or an object suddenly, without a
moment’s hesitation, and then after some time we begin to retrace
our steps gradually, cautiously, until at last our love or passion
or greed, whatever it might be, dwindles into nothingness. And
as my goggles ceased to be an object of novelty to me, I became
careless and indifferent to them. One fine morning I made a
present of them to my grandfather’s dog, which looked older than
he. Though he expostulated at first, he found it delightful after-
wards as I could discern a glow in his face such as we notice when
a newly-dubbed knight is congratulated from all corners. Any-
how, what struck me most was the fact that as soon as he felt big
he at once went out into the compound, thrust himself into a
turbulent throng of mongrels, puppies, whelps, and hounds and
other “ curs of low degree,” and assuming a grave air, seemed to
preside over their annual confsrence.

Psychologically speaking, cooling glasses, when found on the
r}oses of ordinary people, indicate cowardice, lack of good taste
and inconsistency within. Though mv imagination has failed to
trace any relation between the desire for wearing coloured glasses
on the one hand and cowardice and such other bad qualities on the
other, I can say this much with absolute certainty, that, how-
ever fantastic and ridiculous it might appear to some, one can
never find a sportsman wearing goggles. By the term sportsman
I mean the real sportsman—a sportsman who has a thorough
mastery over the fcot-ball of life. And without straying far away,
I can observe that most of us are labouring under the mistaken
notion that he who can shoot a ball high in the air or ‘ minus’ it,
when it is on the ground, is the real sportsman. Far from it.
You may show a thousand feats in the foot-ball field and astound
the spectators, but you are not entitled to call yourself a sports-
man ; while, I, without moving a limb of mine, and standing out-
side the foot-ball field, can aspire to be called one, if ever I have
such a desire. True it is that the Duke of Wellington won the
battle of Waterloo on the play fields of Eton, but what I argue is
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that he could have won the battle of Waterloo evenif he had
spent his time among beef-eaters and cab-drivers Mr. Gandhi had
no need of a hockey-stick to fight his way through the vicissitudes
of life and become the accepted leader of millions of his country-
men. And both these great men, I am sure, never wore coloured
glasses.

Besides giving us an idea of their character, the wearers of
coloured glasses enahle us to judge their profession and the na-
ture of their mentality. Among various people occupying various
professions in life, goggles generally adorn the noses of conductors
of buses, elate on promotion, village school-masters who carry
thermos-flasks with them, rich landed aristocrats who do mot
know English, and cynic lawyers who curse Providence with their
eyes. They are not the only people, any way, who wear coloured
spectacles. There are a good many others. I know a banker
who puts on goggles when he goes to collect his dues. He was
doing it, actuated by purely diplomatic motives. He had a
pious look and he did not want his debtors to take undue
advantage of it and shirk from paving the dues. Of course my
sympathies are with him and I wish him success. But of late I
have begun to see some debtors also doing the same trick to
escape the clever banker who invented this device.

One of these familiar persons that come to my mind when
1 think of goggles, is the man whom I very often meet at Railway
Stations when travelling. Every time I saw him, he used to
blink “with his up.and-down goggles, full at me.” He used
to have a Vernacular daily with him, and an umbrella which told
tales. T took him to be a timber merchant or a book-agent, but
my surprise knew no bounds when I heard a ticket examiner
remarking to his colleague that he was never in the habit of
purchasing tickets.

A gramaphone agent who duped me ten rupees the other day,
vou will not believe me, had *“a divided face hetween a devout
gogele and an inviting glance.” That was why he could impress
me very much in his favour: and with his borrowed personality
he caught me in a hypnotic trance. I paid him ten rupees in
advance for a Columbia machine I never wanted ; and the tragedy
of it is that I have had no news of him ever since! It was not
the money that mattered much. Money is after all an inconsistent
and unreliable thing. The fact that I was duped by an ordinary
man and that, with the aid of coloured glasses, annoyed me con-
siderably. Knowing it [ walked into the devil’s snare, combating
my instinet and disobeving the inner voice. For weeks [ woke up
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early and lay, looking up into the roof, repenting of my folly—sus-
pecting a sarcastic tone even in the chirping of innocent birds.

Those who have a mania for wearing goggles may quote
a thousand instances to prove that coloured glasses have done
much service to humanity, and that even saints have approved
such fashions. They may even say that it is after the advent of
the goggles that Indians have become more independent in their
outlook, and that, had it not been for such a marvellous thing. we
would not have been able to make such tremendous political
strides. To them I have only to say that independence is the
birth-right of man and that in order to be independent one will
_ have to be as natural as he can. There is nothing more ridiculous
than a man looking up into the sky with his goggles, to see God,
if there is such a being. And surely Goggles make 2 man look
like a ghost, deprive him of his power of vision, and worst of all,
serve as an example to show that man can be made to resemble
horses.

Enough of goggles! Readers must not think that T am indulg-
ing in motiveless malignity or blind prejudice. I have stated my
experience and there is nothing more trustworthy than experi-
ence. If I have offended any one I expect to be pardoned by
him. This is a queer world and there are many odious fashions
prevailing in it. There is a man in red blazer, thinking that he is
the best of God’s creations, while a woman in gorget thinks that all
the world is admiring her. The best course in this world would
be to aveid the high rcad leading to the metropolis of fashion and
to choose the by —lane that leads to the green fields of unadorned
Nature, where it is that ‘“simplicity dwells, and mocks the

world's uproar .

I. Achutha Menon, Class II1,




Tthe SPOES THAT APPEARED
AND DISAPPEARED

(A Short Story).

WHEN Raghu raised his right arm to salute, it seemed
as though he was more intent on showing off the beauty of
his arm-pit than on respecting the personage he encountered.
Not that the part of his body in question was particularly attrac-
tive ; no, nor for that matter, any part of Raghu’s person, or all
parts put together, for Raghu was a plain-featured, shy, awkward
youth, and “ None of your beauties,” as his mother very often
said, taking pride in her only son. But Koovum knew Raghu
very well, and hence her stifled laughter of derision could effort-
lessly transform itself into a smile of bland condescension and
patronage, as she, perched on her window seat, happened to see
him passing by, sweating and attempting to smile and making his
usual incoherent enquiries with all the attendant uncouth gesti-
culations.

They were old lovers, Raghu and Koovum, or new, for lovers
have nothing old about them except their petty quarrels, which
begin right earnest at the very beginning, and end, nobody knows
when or where. DBut they themselves had few quarrels; at least
pretty Koovum always declared she would never break with her
kind, good-natured Raghu and she believed she kept her word to
the verv end. They had known each (other from childhood ;
Raghu loved her with an adoring passion, and Koovum also liked
him very much. They lived in distant farm houses and they had
not more than two opportunities of meeting daily, and those
were early in the morning and late in the evening, when Raghu
went to help his father in the fields, and when, at night, he returned
home after his daily labour. As he called upon her in the morn-
ing, it was usual for him to take a list of her daily requisites, and
he did the shopping for her at a wayside * something” which
could certainly be conjured up as a shop by a reasonably generous
stretch of the imagination. He brought them back to her when
he returned home. The money for them was obtained by the extra
exertions of Raghu on other people’s farms; for Koovum, though
she could high-brow-like patronize him, had little pocket money
as her parents were comparatively poor and could not afford it.

One day when he was on his way home, Koovum had not
answered him when he called in the morning. When he called
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late in the evening, she was unusually slow to respond. Besides,
he heard new voices and whispers in her room and was about to go,
when, however, she peeped through the window and beckoned
him inside. In her room, poor Rachu was hopelessly put out, for
there was seated a fashionably dresssd, handsome vouth by his
Koovum, and he couldn’t be himself in the presence of *“ them
fashionably dressed haristocrats”. The only encroachment which
western civilisation had made upon Raghu consisted in his having
taken to the western mode of salute, and beyond that the poor
fellow knew nothing. He handed over the little things he had
bought her of his own accord, that day, and hastily bidding fare-
well, made the best of his way home. Koovum did not resent his
hasty farewell muach, firstly because she found this new fellow
very amusing, and secondly because she could meet Raghu next
morning. However, she could not meet him in the morning, for
she had madvertent]y promised Vijay, her new companion,
the handsome youth, to accompany him for a morning stroll, and
promises ought to be kept, as she explained with much force and
impressiveness, the next morning. to Raghu, though he himself
demanded little by way of explanation, for that was not the way
with him. The evening also they didn’t meet, hut then again
Koovum had an explanation at the tip of her tongue. *“When a
fellow invites you courteously for a morning walk,” she argued,
* decency requires that you should return the compliment by
taking him for an evening walk”. So Vijay came to her the next
morning, the next and the next too, and for many days together,
and to be sure, she also returned the compliments by calling upon
him in the evenings, and 'thus satisfied her sense of decency and
propriety. Only Raghu could not meet her for many days to-
gether; but then his dearest Koovum could easily drown him in
unasked explanations and reasons, which were more plentiful with
her than black-berries. Thus the estrangement grew up, and for
full one month the lovers did not meet, though all along Raghu
called upon her morning and evening with unfailing regularity.

Vijay amused Koovum very much. He was a handsome youth
of polished and graceful manners. His father was a former resi-
dent of the village, he had gone over to Bombay and hoarded
much wealth, and now he was back again in the village with a
brood of happy children, of whom Vijay was the eldest. Vijay
tound Kocvum very agreeable and liked her very much. He was
immensely pleased with the rapt attention with which she listened
to his marvellous tales and city anecdotes, He fascinated her
with his alluring pictures of life in the city. He promised to take
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her to the neighbouring town, seat her in a motor-car, and conduct
her to the theatres. He thought of opening a tennis-court in the
village, and undertook to give her training in that prince of gumes;
he showed her his beautiful racket, and now and then sang her
some dramatic songs, which she declared to bedivine music. In
short, Koovum thought Vijay to be the very pink of perfection,
and was, as the hackneyed phrase goes, “head over heels in love
with him”. And small wonder, she could find little time to
devote to Raghu when Vijay could so dazzle and entrance her
with his company. In the mornings she accompanied Vijay for
his morning stroll; during the afternoons she sat up with him,
playing cards and practising card-tricks at his feet, and in the
evenings she again accompanied him for his walks. And what
was her secret satisfaction and delight when one moon-lit night,
as they were returning from their evening walk, Vijay put his
beautiful arm round her slim waist and gently asked her whether
she would marry him! Koovum blushed and pouted her pretty,
pink lips upon which Vijay was not slow to imprint a sweet,
impassioned kiss. * You are an ange!, my darling Koovum’’, said
Vijay adoringly. “I don’t know about that, but sure you are
one!”, exclaimed Koovum modestly, as she clung to him in
speechless joy.

II

When Koovum, all of a sudden, one afternoon, sent for him
in the fields, Raghu was quite puzzled. They hadn’t met for many
days ; that very morning Raghu had called on her and she hadn’t
answered. Now what could she want with him? It was quite
inexplicable to Raghu. Still he had not nurtured any ill-feeling
towards his darling Koovum during these days, no, nor did poor
Raghu believe anybody could, but then there was no denying the
fact, this unexpected summons really puzzled him very much.
However, he lost no time, but made the best of his way to her
house. 'Raghu found poor Koovum very ill and actually accused
himself, of what he didn't know. ‘ How could you, how could
you, Raghu dear, neglect me ? ', moaned Koovum pitiably. This
morning she had returned rather late and the morning sun had
affected her. Vijay had promised to bring her some medicines
in the afternoon but he hadn’t turned up. So she had sent for
her dear Raghu and now she wanted him to get some meédicines.
Raghu went home hastily and brought her whatever medicines
he kept at home. He sat up with her all the afternoon and left
her reluctantly in the evening, promising to call very early next
morning.
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Koovum had high fever; two days later news spread that
Koovum was suffering from small-pox. Vijay had turned up late
in the evening on the first day of her illness. He had been busy
all that afternoon, directing the workers to clear the plot for the
tennis-court. Hence it was he could not keep up his engagement
with her. When later Vijay learnt that Koovum was afflicted
with small-pox, he did not choose to go to her. For a long time
after that, Koovum couldn’t meet Vijay, though she repeatedly
sent for him. The poor girl had a virulent atteck. Her parents
dreaded to approach her, and gratefully accepted the services of
Raghu. - Raghu sat by her all day long, nursing and tending her.
He watched by her whenever she could get a wink of sleep, and
had little sleep for himself. Thus along with the patient, Raghu
also spent many sleepless nights. All the villagers remonstrated
with him for being constantly near her bed: they warned him,
that sooner or later he would also get an attack, but Raghu turned
a deaf ear to them. His zeal was really wonderful. Whenever she
felt bored, he took up some books and read to her. Sometimes
he told her long delightful stories in his own simple manner, to
make her forget the terrible pains of ihe fell disease. Through
his tender nursing and anxious, careful watch, Koovum recovered
gradually. She was very grateful to Raghu; she loved him
passionately now, and grew quite ashamed of the injustice, she
now realised, she had done to him. But her face seemed as
though it was disfigured for ever. Such savage ravages had the
malignant disease wrought upon her pretty face. Koovum deeply
regretted her facial disfigurement. * Have I very many spots
to disfigure me, dear?”, Koovum asked Raghu pathetically, as
she clung to him like the tenderest of tendrils. She had once met
Vijay accidentally soon after her recovery, and he had passed by
her,not only without any sign of recognition, but with a horrified
expression on his face. That had wounded her heart very much.
She thought Vijay was very cruel.. Seeing Raghu silent, she again
repeated the question, “Have I very many spots to disfigure
me? . ““You had, my dearest ”’, Raghu answered gently, *‘ But
now you are the most. spotless angel”. Seeing Koovum so grief-
stricken over the loss of her beauty, Raghu endeavoured to
restore the beauty of his beloved. He bought her many costly
¢reams, powders, and other cosmetics. Within two months, by
the efforts of Raghu, Koovum, to her unbounded joy, was her
old self again; the same bewitching smile spread over her lips;:
her cheeks glowed red and white, and the scars were practically
effaced.” She-began to come out, and meve about in the open,.
and occasionally Rashu sceompanied her.



THE SPOTS THAT APPEARED & DISAPPEARED 153
111

One day as she was returning home from an evening walk,
she met Vijay coming from his tennis-court, tossing and catching
his racket gracefully like a champion of champions, and merrily
whistling to himself. At sight of her bright, pretty face, he
shouted delightedly, * Koovum, Koovum!”. But she did not give
ear to him. To talk to him after being treated like that! Koovum
found it hard to restrain herself. But, all the same, she couldn’t
escape him. Ina moment he was by her; one beautiful hand
encircled her waist, while the other wielded the racket. Koovum
tried hard to extricate herself. * You are angry with me, aren’t
you, Koovum ? But then, how could I meet you ? In the mornings
I had work: in the afternocons I had to play cardswith my friends.
And how can a fellow forgo his tennis in the evening ? So excuse
me, my darling.........", delivered Vijay, by way of explanation.
Koovum was a bit slow to see the soundness of this mode of reason-
ing. But he soon dazzled her with his company and she freely
forgave him. ** After all, Vijay is not much to blame ", thought
Koovum. The old ways slowly began to appear. During all this
time Raghu was but casually acquainted with Vijuy. Vijay had a
wholesome contempt for Raghu, and he took no pains to conceal
it from him. The next day when he saw Raghu speaking to
Koovum, he felt very uneasy and sad, and when he almost forcibly
drew her aside, he resented the reluctance with which she gave
way. Raghu met her only occasionally now-a-days. Vijay began
to take her for hisusual walks in the morning and Koovum’s sense
of decency began to assert itself again. They played tennis in the
evening. Vijay thrilled her with his game. She again began to
look on him with speechless admiration. Vijay took her over to
the town and showed her over all the centres of amusement.
‘Koovum was delighted.

As Koovum was standing on the hillock by the village, one
evening, she saw Raghu and Vijay coming from opposite sides.
Raghu had the plough in his hand, and his body was besmeared
with mud. Vijay was in one of his most attractive blazers, and
was wielding his racket gracefully. . Koovum acknowledged the
modest bow of Raghu, but fell into the arms of Vijay. Vijay
hadn’t seen Raghu coming up. Raghu wanted to put Koovum the
question of questions which had been at his heart every moment
of his life till then. He did not mind the presence of Vijay very
much: there was little ill-feeling between them; at least Raghu
had nothing against Vijay in his mind. *I have to ask you some-
thing, dearest Koovam ', said Ragzhu. Koovum knew his mind.
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Before she could make him put off the question, he asked in a sad
and gentle voice, “will you marry me, Koovam? ”, and almost
simultaneously Vijay demanded in his charming voice, * when
shall we be married, darling? ”.

Koovum iried to put side by side the relative merits of Raghu
and Vijay for her hand. The odds were against Raghu. As far
as handling a plough went, Raghu managed fairly well, but then,
could he handle the racket in so graceful and enchanting a manner
as Vijay? And he couldn’t play cards, nor perform a single
trick which Vijay daily did; nor could he appear in such beauti-
ful shawls and splendid blazers, nor drive a car—drive a car—
just to think of it! And the beautiful ringlets of smoke Vijay
let through his nose and mouth, beside which her own charming
ringlets and curls paled into insignificance; could Raghu perform
anything so wonderful like that ? Above all how common-place
Raghu looked: how handsome Vijay was! Of course, Raghu was
harmless, but then to compare him with such a paragon as
~ her Vijay! Koovum couldn’t think of it. And such plays and
pictures Vijay had seen! and what plays and pictures did Raghu
know, she asked. Surely the cogency of her reasoning could
scarcely be questioned, and Koovum had always prided herself
that reason was her forte. “I await your answer, dear Koovum ',
again said Raghu, with a slight tinge of sadness in his voice,
Koovum straightened herself up from Vijay's fold. ‘‘Sorry,
Raghu, but I haven’t encouraged any such hopes in you, you
know”, Of course, he knew, He laughed sadly. She laughed.
And they all laughed. “Am I to conclude that you do not love me.
Permit me to bid you good-night, my dearest”, Raghu somehow
brought out. Koovum gave a pretty toss of her little head, and
Raghu was soon lost in the darkness. As soon as he was out of
sight and hearing, Vijay mimicked Raghu to perfection, and they
both heartily laughed. “ Have I any more spots, my dearest?”,
- asked Koovum, for the third time in her life, but not of the
same person. Still, however, Vijay reassured her, ** you had, my
darling, but now you are spotless!”

A few days later news went about that Raghu had died of
small-pox.

V. S. Ramaswamy,
Class I11.






SRI RAMAKRISHNA PARAMAHAMSA



RAMAKRISHNA

THE quality that impresses me most in Ramakrishna’s
life is his preternatural sincerity. He has no excuses for not
doing what he has set his heart on deing. If he has resolved that
a certain course of conduct is invaluable to him in his search
after truth, he permits nothing to come between him and his
experience. All the world may consider him foolish, and hold
him up to ridicule for what he purports to do and what they
consider strange in him, but he is not turned from his path by
the unkindest criticism. Nor does he know any half way house
in his efforts. He simply plunges headlong into his struggles and
becomes lost to the world. Simpleand unlettered man that he
is, he does not involve himself in mere pleasing speculations or
dainty dishes of philosophical thounght. Whatever is an obstacle
in the way of his self-realisation is got rid of by him, straightly,
directly, and with heroic will.

He did not come upon any impediments which had not been
known to prophets and to seers before his time. The ground had
been so well trodden before him that he did not have to originate
any new concepts about them. He attacked these troubles with
a strange new will and a heart-thrilling sincerity. If we imagine
for a moment how he got rid of the obstacles of lust and gold we
can visualise Ramakrishna in the very midst of his efforts to get
them out of his way. He was a great devotee in that period, with
a god-intoxicated state of mind ; when his mind wandered back to
the sense plane and the attractions of sense-objects, the unutter-
able agony of his soul burst forth in screams, and sobs and
lamentations. He rubbed his face on the ground ; sometimes he
rolled on the ground ; but always he behaved like a child in the
hands of God. If he looked on woman's face with a lustful eye,
the pain of it wrung his heart out ; by such hunger after right-
eousness, he reached a state of purity, we know of in little child-
ren. He was literally of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. For
some time he dressed like 2 woman, ate and talked and behaved
like a woman, and moved amongst the women folk of Mathur-
nath’s family. He finally got rid of the sex-impulse so perfectly,
that in the presence of chaste women, as well as those of ill-fame,
he behaved with the simplicity and guilelessness of a child.

In the case of most mankind, the emergence from adolescense
to adult age is characterised by certain emotional disturbances
connected with the sex-urge and the least that could be said of
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them is that these disturbances lead to a period of much sinning
against one’s own person. That is about the most depressing
reality of the whole matter, although for considerations of
apparent social propriety all mankind are agreed to draw the veil
deeply over it. Here begins the misbehaviour of man and it is
followed often by weakening sexual entanglements and the whole
moral health of mankind becomes imperilled by the phenomenon.
It is reasonable to believe that the men who solve these great
questions of life in one generation and by a single life time of
effort, must remain marked off from the rest of mankind, and are
least troubled by these emotional disturbances. A handful of
these who may be considered to be the cream of human develop-
ment remain free from this vicious state of mind with but very
little effort on their part. Ramakrishna fought with his sex
impulse in the early period of his spiritual awakening; but his
battles were not drawn battles ; he went from victory to victory;
without a trace of the humiliations we witness in common life
resulting from the sensualisation of aim, outlook and experience,
he securely established himself very soon into a state of mastery
of the soul over the flesh. I incline to think also that the struggles
of Ramskrishna with his baser nature were not like the struggles
in our common life, but that he wrestled with the deeper impulses
of our lower nature, those subtle lures of the soul, eluding our
common grasp, laying sure traps on us.

With equal zest, he grappled with the desire for gold and
earthly possessions. He went very far indeed, to attain mastery
of that desire. A repugnance to earthly possessions, very much
more pronounced than had been observed in the lives of all pre-
vious prophets, was developed in him, not long after he commen-
ced his spiritual life. He resorted to strange exercises to impress
upon himself the worthlessness of Gold in the solution of
problems relating to the inner life. They bore him rich fruitage
of spiritual experience. When he became well known and disciples
gathered to his feet, a hyper sensitivity was observed in him in
the matter of his repugnance to earthly possessions. His mind
had become so saturated with the value of non-possession of
earthly objects, that even in his sleep, by the touch of a small
copper coin, a reaction could be produced on his body, and his
frame shrank from contact with the metal, as if he had been
stung. What is the value of his extraordinary spiritual experi-
ence to mankind at large? It teaches the lesson that no man can’
gain the lasting things of the spirit without perfecting his renun-
ciation up to the point to which Ramakrishna carried it. In the
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measure in which 2 man’s renunciation is short of the perfect
state, he is denied the things of the spirit.

There is a third formidable obstacle to the realisation of the
spirit, in Ramakrishna’s simple category. He called it the desire
for name and fame. It is the most offensive expression of the Ego
in man. These things, name and fame, came to him in abundant
measure. He received the worshipful homage of the enlightened
and the cultured in society—which amounted even to pandering.
In this country, such flattering attentions have generally been
bestowed on holy-men. Ramakrishna preferred obscurity to
lime-light and publicity ; and when he was praised, he was pained.
He attributed no merit to himself. He said he was a mere instru-
ment in God’s hands, and he was worked with as it pleased God.
Keshub Chander Sen was the first to draw him out of his obscurity.
But he prayed that Keshub may have all the recognition but that
he might not be denied his love and devotion. Humility which
affects us deeply is the garment of the righteous. It is a special
contribution to human advancement made by religion. That
provinte of human enquiry and conduct which we call religion
has brought out all the finest traits of this virtue, in the lives of
holy men. Where a great man outside the province of religion
becomes meek and humble in spirit, it is something unusual ; but
generally, he is found to have hankered after the light spiritual,
besides pursuing his special avocation. The thoughts and senti-
ments we associate with a great spiritual aspiration bring us
nearer this pure quality in character than the order of ideas
connected with any other activity of man. Ramakrishna set a
new model in this matter also. He trained himself to be humble
by doing a very unusual spiritual egercise. It was his practice to
cleanse the latrine of pariahs in the neighbourhood. They feared
that evil would overtake them, because a brahmin did scavenging
service for them. The storm of spiritual passion that burst upon
Ramakrishna, during his peculiar exercises, seemed to violently
react on his body. He was as a boy very strong and athletic;
under the stress of his spiritual exercises, his strong frame broke
down, and he had several critical ailments.

The truest thing about Ramakrishna is the unforgiving ex-
actitude, the burning sincerity and the preturnatural resolution
of spirit, with which he set about the attainment of an ideal and
perfect character by making his renunciation complete. He
considered no cost too great to pay for the attainment of so rich
a treasure, He would have thrown life itself away, if perfection
in character, was thwarted in his case, by the bondages and con-
straints of life.
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There is something inexpressibly touching in those states of
the soul that broke upon him, in the first serious changes of out-
look that took place in his life. The boy from a poor family who
had beea retained to do puja service in a temple for his living,
could not think of his living at all, but only of God. The desire
to see God, to contact God, to apprehend reality came upon him
with the violence of a great elemental force. He was consumed
by it.. He felt unhappy without it. Discriminating students of
spiritual thought who were attracted to him by his extraordinary
devotions, understood the pangs of his heart. They discovered a
chaitanya reborn in him, and assured his relations and others
who were bewildered by his strange and uncanny experiences,
that such states of the soul were known as amounting to passion
for God and truth, and that he was destined to fulfil his aspira-
tion. The period of his spiritual exercises, extending over some
twenty years, may be uneventful in the sense that we may record
no outer activity of his life—but it is pregnant with significance
to the pure student of spiritual life. The difference between
Ramakrishna and other great lives we have read of, cxcept
Chaitanya, seems to be that God-madness was a sort of devouring
passion with him. It excluded every other consideration from
his mind. He was full of it. He was that and nothing else. He,
in his own person, ¢ypified so well, the spiritual aspirant, chara-
cterised by himself, as one, who, when pressed under water,
thinks of nothing else and desires nothing else than a breath of
air. We get a new sense of values as to certain psychological
states. So far as the spiritual life is concerned, we cannot be
considered to want a thing, unless we want nothing else. Itisa
new statement of the dictum ** seek ye first the kingdom of God, and
everything else shall be added unto you.” It issaid that for a
long period, he never knew when the sun rose and when the sun
set. His heart came to bursting with the love of God.

When a person grows wise not on books and by learning but
by insight, reflection, and love, he cannot help being creative.
His own achievements and his own expressions of the truth as
realised by him appear very much more vital, and life giving to
us, and communicative ¢f the deepest impulses, than those who
have been nourished much on books. Ramakrishna went to
‘nature, in the particular case, internal nature, befitting the chara-
cter of the enquiry he was engaged in, and read the facts of life
afresh. He has more use for the book of life, than for books
which have been bequeathed to us from past ages. A sacred book
is called in Sanskrit “'Grantha . To Ramakrishna it is suggestive
of a knot made round the human heart by the prejudices we
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imbibe from it. ‘‘ Grantha " is ‘“Granthi”, and “ Granthi” isa
knot on the heart. In a different strain, he demonstrated to a
disciple that book knowledge was valueless. He asked him to
press the almanac, and get rain water from it, which had been
predicted in it. Even so, no book, however sacred, which des-
cribed the beauties and glories of God, ‘enabled one to come to
God ; until the book lore was left behind, and the aspirant worked
his way to God by practice of the presence of God, he was not
going to be helped at all. To the learned who were engaged in
puzzling disquisitions on the nature ‘of God, he said, “ eat the
mangoes, and do not merely count the leaves and the branches ”.
. He desired the learned to get absorbed in practical spititual
pursuits, and lay aside leaf-counting once for all.

Many were angious in his time to preach the truths of
religion to mankind, and gain vogue and following thereby.
Amidst the storm of such activities, he remained obscure, never
sought the opportunity to preach or teach, but never avoided
the opportunity which circumstances brought to him in later
life. His life is a standing rebuke to those who want to obtrude
on society with their pet doctrines, to gain high ends by popular-
ity hunting and applause. He thought more of the value of per-
fecting human character by quiet exercises and solid unobserved
action. When the lily of a man's character has blossomed fully,
the bees come of themsslves. One man thoroughly recreating
himself through years of positive striving, and building up chara-
cter on the solid foundations of purity, steadfastness and love,
will draw, by the law of affinity of kindred spirits, some of the
best spirits of the world to him.

Child of nature as he was, there was an abundance of mother-
wit, and shrewd judgment and observation in Ramakrishna. In
the human world, good and evil, alike are infectious; the evil in
mind and heart, are ill at ease in the presence of the good, but
are restored amongst their congeners. This is the expression of
the principle involved in the law of association. Ramakrishna’s
illustration of the fisherwomen, wetting their fish ~baskets, and
inhaling the air from them, to keep off the fragrance of the
flowers from the neighbouring garden, where they took refuge, is
a much more forcible presentation of the truth of the doctrine.
“ When shall a man attain spiritual wisdom " is the question ans«
wered by Ramakrishna in a homely manner, and a profoundly
impressive manner:— “ At the meridian point of a man’s renun-
ciation, when the shadow cast by his ego, shrinks out of sight, he
comes to God”. Why are sensual-minded people not drawn to
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God? Because they cannot give up the pleasing irritation of the
sensual impression on them like the camel, which eats prickly
pears, though its mouth bleeds profusely, and does not leave off
eating them, because of the titilation received from them. The
man who enters on spiritual struggles, and tries to live with God,
by dancing, and singing and doing other acts of devotion in the
name of God, cannot hope to gain the object of his quest, unless
he was prepared to do his utmost to give up his worldly desires,
even as the gardener who bails out water, from the tank to the
adjoining garden cannot conduct the water to fertilise the trees in
the garden, on account of the rat holes which suck the water into
the underground strata. He shows up the folly of the disciple
who comes to grief by a literal understanding of the master’s
precept. If all is God, as the teacher taught, and the disciple
therefore would not get out of the way from an elephant that
passes along the street, he was wrong in disregarding the caution
of the Mahout, who shouted to passers-by to clear out of the way,
was not the mahout also God ? ;

So far as the practical life of the work-a-day world is con-
cerned, I am best impressed by one of his parables. The sage
who taught the cobra the principles of non-injury, found it on
his second visit, an object and ill-treated creature, on the verge
of death, having bzen ill-treated by the village boys. On being
questioned s to his state, the cobra complains of its having come
to grief, over his teaching. The sage then teaches the cobra the
further lesson, that while he must not injure, he must raise the
hood, to keep off mischief makers, but never bite. The principle
embodied in the parable, is wonderfully practical, and is touched
and quickened by the ideal. It avoids the foolish extremes of an
impracticable forbearance for all mankind and under all circum-
stances, and a senseless vengeance upon every slight provocation.
The ideal of non-injury is brought down to the plane of practical
realisation in society and an attempt to outstep the limits pres-
cribed in this parable, is generally not helpful to the average man
in the world.

Ramakrishna accepted all religions as true, only after experi-
menting with the methods taught by all. He went the way of all

. religions. He lived like a Christian, a Mahomedan, a Buddist, a
Sakta, Vedantin, Vaishnava and so on. He was the Buddhist
among DBuddhists, the Christian' amongst Christians, and the
Mahomedan among Mahomedans and so on. He left every
religion untouched ; but lived up to the truths of all religions so
completely, that he saw the underlying unity behind them. His
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experiences.in this line, constitute the greatest land-mark in
religious history regarding the principle of inclusiveness, and
harmony amongst religions and the acceptance of all of them as
true. Religious toleration was fast gaining ground as a power in
the nineteenth century, better than all previous centuries, in the
west. In India, it was the heritage of the race, and no legislative
recognition was needed for it. The recoznitioa of indestructible
worth in other religions was becoming a practical possibility,
among western people more and more in the 19th century.
Carlyle and Emerson did equal reverence to the sacred books of
other people and to the prophets and teachers of other religions.
The sense of the truth and the unity underlying all religions
realised by Ramakrishna, through his extraordinary spiritual
exercises, was an infinitely greater gain to the cause of the unity
of religions, than the most solemn and serious expressions of the
same ideal of unity, even by great writers like Carlyle and
Emerson, amongst others. By his unique realisations in this
regard he has generated an immense amount of beneficient power
working towards the ideal of harmony and unity amongst faiths
in the world. Through ages of tumult and misery and sorrow,
mankind will lay aside their fights on religious grounds. The
prospects of world peace and cordiality even in matters religious
seem to be very far away. We have to work for a better general
education amongst the masses in all countries, before they can
uniformly cultivate brotherliness and love with followers of other
faiths; for the present, on flimsy pretexts, the inflamable material
in different faiths bursts out, and earthquake-like disturbances
take place in their wake.

I even look forward to a time in human history when all else
will be forgotten. of religion, by mankind, than the hunger after
righteousness. The pomp and the circumstance, the ceremony and
the ritual, the theology and the eschatology, the churches and
other institutions will, at some future time, cease to interest
mankind, and the only thing they will care to know about is the
hunger after righteousness. This is a craving of the soul, and a
natural craving. It will need to be satisfied. It does not express
itself so fully, because the body duminates the spirit, and its cra-
vings are exhibited. With all the destructiveness that science, in
its applied character, has introduced into the world today I do
not expect the hunger after righteousness to die away from life.
Then, we shall speak a universal language, and appease that
eternal hunger in us, without our degenerating into institutions.
It is a long long way to that devout consummation; but I hope
for it and I long for it too. The arche type of that new growth
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in society, will cultivate his intellect through the arts and the
sciences, his heart through social culture, his body through work,
but his spirit through this hunger after righteousness. When
humanity will speak that universal language, it will gratefully re-
member Ramakrishna who enforced in his own life the doctrine of
the unity underlying all faiths, and lay some flowers, to his sweet
memory, at his altar. And his name will remain dear to all
human hearts, in all ages wherever the hunger after righteous-
ness has taken possession of the soul of man, and that hunger asks
for gratification as naturally as the hunger of the body asks for
gratification by food.

The passion for truth exhibited itself even in the precision
with which he kept his appointments to the second. He would not
be satisfied with any excuse for not keeping his word with any
one. The friends withiwhom he kept his word, sometimes forgot
them and went on other errands, but he did not spare himself in
even literally fulfilling his obligation. All his states of mind
were openly expressed by him, and he kept no secret to himself.
He was, on account of his consuming love for God, impatient
with one thing in life, namely, contact with worldliness, under
any circumstance. In a pilgrim-centre like Benares, when he
found his host, Mathurbabu, engaged in worldly topics and the
sounds of that conversation penetrated his ears, he became vexed
with himself and felt sorry for having left his quiet at Dakshi-
neswar. To people who flocked in hundreds to him, asking for
light, he gave ungrudging service, without the slightest trace of
Gurudom. But he helped all, according to their capacity to
receive and assimilate. He possessed varied Yoga powers, but he
did not use them even for apparent social good, much less for
effect. But one great power he used freely and ungrudingly, i.e.,
the power of blessing and benediction. The power of laying on
hands on the disciple’s head and making him a changed man, was
used in the past by great prophets. But the measure in which it
was used by Ramakrishna was very much larger. He was a vast
power house of spiritual grace and endowment. “ Like the seek-
ing sinner who meeteth the seeking saviour” were the numerous
disciples, lay and monastic, who came to him, to be charged with
this spiritual power. No one who came even in fleeting contacts
with him, escaped this attention from him. The transformation
in character and outlook that was worked through it in several
lives, was profound and far-reaching. As in the past religious
experience, some who were classified among the wrong-doing
were touched to light and life by him, and the change that over-
took them was great. He put this power to the greatest possjble
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use, on day, in the cossipore garden house, during his last illness.
The power behind the varied activities of the Ramakrishna miss-
ion, and in the work of several hundreds of lay disciples who are
not formally members of the above mission, must be looked for,
in these charges of spiritual energy he comrunicated to the
people who sought his spiritual help.

Ramakrishna married, but never knew his wife carnally. She
for her part, freely and voluntarily absolved him from the obliga-
tions of his married state. He was married, when he was deeply
religion-mad, and it was believed that his marriage would bring
him back to the world. When his wife later on appeared at
Dakshineswar, the Ramakrishna she saw before her, was too
pure to be dragged down to a worldly life and she asked for leave
only to be taught the same way to God:; and so, for the first
time, in the last century, a Hindu woman of middle class society,
without any learning to boast of, lived up to the ideal of perfect
ethical rectitude, and moral purity and continence, looking up to
her husband as to a Guru, and has set in motion, a great force
for the regeneration of the Indian woman. Several women disci-
ples were attracted to Ramakrishna, and though their names have
not been before the public eye as frequently as those of his men
disciples, their power to absorb in their lives his great ideas and
enrich their lives with the contents of profound spiritual experi-
ence, was equally great.

We may leave alone the spiritual contents of that inner
consciousness and that subjective realisation which were to
Ramakrishna the meat and raiment of his life. The super cons-
cious state of mind so continuously visited him that the conscious
was very much less in evidence in his case, than in that of any
other religious teacher, the nearest approach to him being
Chaitanya ; and the descents he made into consciousness from
those eminences of his spiritual exaltation were always chara-
cterised by a continual downpouring of words of wisdom, and
truth was ejaculated to his hearers in striking parable and speech.
Various original faculties of his mind came into play and the
downright originality and freshness of his mind and his superior
gifts as an observer of nature and man are matters of which we
can feel sure about his savings. But we cannot pass over that
ultra mundane perfection of character, he attained, in which
reigned supreme renunciation of the cardinal besetting weak-
nesses of man, consisting in the twofold sense attractions of lust
and gold, and in the subtle lure for and love of power and fame
and prestige. In Gauranga, renunciation perfectec itself in an
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overmastering control of the palate. Madhavendra Puri who
initiated him was taken away by that marvellous power of his
which inhibited even salivation, when so sweet an article as sugar
was put-into his mouth, to test his self-control. The complete-
ness of Ramakrishna’s renunciation has left in him, a great herit-
age to mankind of a perfect and beautiful character in which no
trace of carnality could be discovered, the pursuit of earthly
riches appears a ruinous and destructive activity, and the asser-
tion of self and the desire to bring oneself forward into publicity
a subtle lure and bondage of the soul. The reactions of his body
and his subliminal consciousness to those gqualities and materials
which make up the bondage of earthly life for mankind, were
startling, and many of the phenomena observed in science re-
quire to be revised as to their estimates, in the light of his
physiological and psychological reactions. What the future holds
to mankind as further phases of spiritual development no one can
say. Whether the number of those who set a high value on his
inward spiritual experiences and would desire to make such
experiences their own, would increase on account of an ircreas-
ing appreciation of spiritual values is more than one can say. All
we know is that Ramakrishna emphasised the value of a perfect
character over religious ecstasy.

Whether Ramakrishna desired the inauguration of a religious
aspiration movement with its organisation and institution insome-
thing like the form in which we find them today is more than
one can say. The secret of their inception has died with the
master-builder of these institutions. Ramakrishna’s religion
easily bore resemblance to the spirit of that passage in the bible
“seek ye first the kingdom of God, and all other things shall be
added unto you.” With reference to him, we might the better
adapt it thus * seek ye tirst and last the kingdom of God, and it
does not matter whether all other things shall be added to you
or not.” To all who came to him seeking enlightenment, he
taught the lessonsiof the renunciation of lust, gold and fame and
the ascent of the mind to God thereupon.” He taught the
Brahmachari to take the ‘kingdom of God by storm and violence,
but he taughtithe householder to do it smoothly and peacefully.
He never watered down the teaching and never lowered the
standard of resistance called for by him, to the powers of evil
and darkness. His training and the circumstances of his life were
far from helpful to visualise and make efforts for the attainment
of a world-wide scheme for the realisation of the great goal of -
human striving, in the final form, in which, Vivekananda with
his modern outlook put it. But the passion for the service of
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man which we know to have overwhelmed every other feeling in
Vivekananda, was enkindled by Ramakrishna who turned him
away from the apparently self-absorbed ideal of the subjective
Nirvikalpa Samadhi.

Ramakrishna was too much of a God-man and too little of
the ordinary human, for the world with its varied impulses to
action to perpetually renew itself at his fountain source. The
demands which his extraordinary spiritual life makes upon
ordinary men are so great, and the inducements in terms of
worldy enjoyment so little, that the world, if it will not ‘turn in
disgust, from such a personality, does not generally do more than
a passing lip homage to his greatness, looks.upon his name as
somathing to conjure with and seeks to compensate its own want
of will to strive for the same goal, by a gorgeous and mystifying
adoration. Hence instead of quietly enforcing in our practical
lives, some great principle of life, which sustained Ramakrishna,
we gather, shout hallelujahs, organise processions, and have
every pomp and circumstance, but not the still small voice which
RamakTishna heeded and profited by and we heed not, because
its admonitions are so inculpating to us.

P. V. Aghoram Aiyer, B.A,, B.L.




OBITUARY

We had sent our manuscripts of the last volume to the
press when news reached us of the death of Herbert
Champion Esq., M. A., Director of Public Instruction,
Madras. Mr. Champion was only tifty-two years old when
he passed away. We take this opportunity to express our
sense of sorrow at the death of this officer who had served
our presidency, in the cause of education, especially Elemen-
tary and Secondary, with a zeal and thoroughness which
won for him the admiration of all concerned. Starting his
career in India as the Principal of the Hindu College, Tinne-
velly, Mr. Champion soon entered the Indian Educational
Service in 1908. As an inspecting officer he had always been
a sympathetic guide and friend, never a censor to be dreaded
by the poor teacher. The same enthusiasm and sympathy
he showed in his work as Principal of The Teachers’ Coliege,
Saidapet, when year after year he impressed on the L. T.
students the necessity to give out their best for the intellec-
tual advancement of their country. With his characteristic
zeal he strove, with the aid of the L. T. students, to compile
after the American model a list of vernacular words which
are absolutely essential for a literate person to be acquainted
with. Taking advantage of his ripe experience in the field,
the Government of Madras appointed him as a special officer
to formulate a scheme for the successful introduction of
mass education. He submitted the scheme now known after
him as the Champion scheme for the consolidation and con-
centration of Elementary Schools in our presidency. Itisa
matter for deep regret that we should be deprived of the
valuable services of this great officer, especially at a time
when we are on the threshold of a new era. May his soul
rest in peace!

* * * *

M. R. Ry. S. Rama Iyer, M. A., L. T., Assistant Lecturer
in Logic, was transferred early in July to the Government
Brennen College, Tellicherry. We regret to report that he
passed away from us towards the close of January this year.
The news of his death came to us, his colleagues and his



students, literally as a shock, for it seemed to us as though
he had left us only the other day for Tellicherry. A self-
made man, the late S. Rama Iyer, very early in his career,
had earned a name for sound scholarship and lucid exposition
of what is usually an abstruse subject. He was for long an
Assistant Professor in the Madras Presidency College, and
was much respected and loved by his students, especially of
the Honours classes. Of a genial and cheerful nature he
was a pleasant companion, radiating all around him a sense
of peace and happiness. We offer our heartfelt sympathies
to his aged father, his only son and his wife.

* # * *

Death has taken a heavy toll this year; and it is our
painful duty again to record the death of another Edu-
cational Officer—M. R. Ry, P. C, Subramania Iyer who was
on the staff of this College during the years 1912 to '22. The
pregent Chemistry Laboratory of this College may be said to
be the ever-lasting monument of the late Subramania Iyer’s
work in the field of science. It was during his time that the
chemistry section of the college was thoroughly reorganised
and its laboratory well equipped to meet the needs of the
modern student. A keen student of science, an enthusiastic
lecturer and a disciplinarian he was held in great respect by
the student population. May his soul rest in peace!




COLLEGE NOTES

The College Day Celebrations.

Originally it was arranged to celebrate the College day in
the last week of January. But on account of the sudden death
of His Majesty the late King George V, the function was post-
poned to March 8, '36.

On the 8th March 1936 the College day was celebrated with
much eclat, under the presidency of Sir C. V. Ananthakrishna
Iyer, Retired Judge of the High Court of Judicature, Madras.
The day began with the sports activities in the morning at 7-30.
Most of the students and the staff and a few prominent
visitors were assembled in the College grounds, and the wvarious
items were gone through with great enthusiasm on the part of
the boys. The arrangements made were splendid and redound
to the credit of our Physical Director.

After the sports activities were over, the Old Boys Com-
mittee met at 9-30 A. M., with Dr. S. R. U. Savoar, the Ex-Officio
President of the Old Boys’ Association, in the chair. The ‘busi-
ness meeting was successfully transacted under the able guidance
of the president who made a passionate and fervent appeal to the
Old Boys to take a greater interest in their Alma Mater.

Again at 3-30 P. M. commenced the general meeting of the
Old Boys’ Association. Dr. Savoor, who took the chair read out
the Memorandum and the Rules of the Old Boys’ Association as
required for purposes of registration. The rules were all approved
and the president once more appealed to the old boys present to
take a greater interest in the affairs of their Alma Mater than
they have so far exhibited.

At 4-30 P. M. there was the meeting of the Old Boys’ ASSOCI'
ation when the Ex-officio President took the chair. The rules of
the Association were passed, and an influential Executive Com-
mittee was elected.

At 5 P. M. the assembly adjourned to the sperts field and a
few interesting items which were specially reserved for the pre-
sident of the evening to witness, were then gone through with the
usual enthusiasm on the part of the students.

Exactly at 5-30 the whole assembly of students, old boys,
the elite of the town and the staff of the college, met in the college
hall which was tastefully decorated for the occasion, - Before the
proceedings began, the president Sir C. V. Ananthakrishna Iyer,
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at the request of the principal, moved a resolution of condolence
on the death of His Majesty the King Emperor. It was carried
unanimously all the people assembled standing for a minute in
token of their approval. Then the learned president delivered
extempore a very instructive address, embodying his own valu-
able experiences as a student. He first of all stressed the fact that
higher education should not be the close preserve of the richer
classes, and that the wealthy men owed a duty to their country
and tbat they could best fulfil their duty by advancing the cause
of education which, in his opinion, was the most innocent and
noncontroversial in the affairs of man. He emphasized that
wealth should be regarded as a sacred trust, and not as a mere
personal  possession, a trust to be utilised for the promotion of
such laudable objects as education. Coming as it does in the
wake of the principal’s appeal deploring the apathy of the public
of Palghat, this beneficent doctrine expounded by the president
of the evening is bound to have a certain effect in the immediate
future. The learned president next turned to the alumni of the
college and exhorted them not to waste their ‘youth’, the most
valuable possession which any one can have, and which, once lost,
cannot be recovered. Citing from his own personal experience he
advised the students to be regular in their studies and above all
to cultivate the habit of relying on one’s self as the best means of
taking one to success. At the time when university students
are, as it were, spoon-fed with the cheap annotations and
summaries in the market, not to speak of the class-room dic-
tations of notes and suggestive questions, this principle of self-
help deserves serious consideration at the hands of students and
teachers and guardians, interested in the field of education. The
president then dwelt on the importance of character for the
happiness of the individual. His emphsasis on the cultivation of
good habits and his reference to the maxim that acts develop into
habits, habits form character and character leads to destiny,
must have been deeply rooted in the minds of the youngsters,
and we hope, will bear fruit in due time to the evident satis-
faction of elders like our president, interested in the younger
generation.

The principal then presented his report of the college acti-
vities during the year. A summary of the college activities, both
inside and outside the classroom, is given elsewhere. Having
presented the report the principal made a fervent appeal to the
- Old Boys in particular and to the citizens of Palghat in general
" to take a greater interest in the affairs of the college. He
deplored the apathy of the public in matters relating to the



170 GOVERNMENT VICTORIA COLLEGE MAGAZINE

college. He feelingly referred to the paucity of endowments and
scholarships in the college and said that ours is the only college
having no endowment of any sort. He expressed his willingness
and readiness to be at the service of the public in the cause of
education, reminded them how in January, 1938 the college would
complete its fifty years of useful service to the public of Palghat,
and ended with a stirring appeal to the Old Boys and to the
citizens of Palghat that it lay with them to rise equal to the
ocecasion, to do vigorous propaganda and celebrate the Golden
Jubilee of the college in a manner worthy of their noble traditions.

The moving appeal seemed to have struck a responsive
chord in the minds of very many people present, as was evident
when M. R. Ry. S. R. Ramakrishna Iyer Avl, B. A., B. L., an old
boy of the college, rose up and assured the principal that his
appeal would not be in vain, that the old boys would bestir them-
selves up in the cause of their Alma Mater, and that he, the
principal, would have a different tale to tell next year when they
would all assemble again to celebrate the college day.

Prizes were then distributed to the winners in the various
atheletic competitions. General proficiency, elocution and his-
trionic talents were specially rewarded with books.

Mr. S. V. Venkateswara proposed a cordial vote of thanks to
the learned president and to all those who had responded to the
invitation of the College Day Committee.

General.

The College had a vigorous, and, we are certain, useful life
during the academic year that is nearing its close. In the class-
room and outside great enthusiasm was exhibited by the students.

Staff.

Early in October last Mr. M. Varada Iyer, M.A., L.T., Asst.
Lecturer in Natural Science was transferred to the Teachers’
College, Saidapet. Mr. V., Kalyanasundaram Iyer, M. A., L. T,,
Officiated for him till February, 1936 when Mr. Varada Iyer
returned to the College. :

Athletic Activities.

During the year the College played a series of friendly
matches with teams in the town and elsewhere. Our participa-
tion in tournaments was useful in bringing our players into
friendly contact with other teams—a fact certainly more import- -
ant than winning the game. We lost almost all the trophies for

which we competed. In the West Coast Tournament the College
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was eliminated in the first round in Foot-ball and Tennis. In
Badminton and Basket-ball we reached the finals and there lost.

The Inter. Govt. College Foot-ball trophy was played for at
Coimbatore. Our College lost to the Govt. College, Coimbatore.
The Govt. Brennen College, Tellicherry carried away the trophy.
We offer our hearty congratulations to them.

During the year the University of Madras inaugurated a
series of zone and inter-zone matches in the various games. Our
College won the zone final in Volley-ball by defeating the Agri-
cultural College, Coimbatore, but lost the inter-zone final to the
Maharajah’s College, Ernakulam. In Hockey our initial success
over the Govt. College, Coimbatore was followed by our defeat
at the hands of the Agricultural College.

The Mannadiav Foot-bali tournament conducted by this
College resulted in the final success of the College Eleven. The
Zamorin's College, Calicut, annexed the Rugmani Memorial Cric-
ket trophy.

Im addition, various inter-class tournaments were played, as
usual, during the year. ]

The Annual Sports held along with the College Day Celebra-
tions were interesting. A good many of our athletes took part in
the several items. Maessrs. D. Balaram of Class I and P. V. Karu-
nakaran of Class II knocked off the championships from amongst
the Juniors and the Seniors respectively.

College Societies.

The Union Society. The College Union Society had nine
meetings, including business meetings, during the year.

The Inaugural address was a talk on ‘ Chatterboxes” by
Mr. K. S. Vaidyanatha Iyer, M.A., L.T. Mr. P. Achyutha Menon,
M.A., I.C.S., an old Boy of the College presided.

Debates were held from time to time on a variety of topics, e.g.,

1. “That in the opinion of this House it is better to be

" gloriously wicked than to be insipidly good.™

2. " 'That in the opinion of this House capital punishment
shovld be abolished.”

3. A very interesting mock trial was held when Western
Education was put in the dock for murdering the genius
of India. Mr. A. Appukutty Menon, B.A., B.L. and Mr.
P. V. Aghoram Iyer, B.A.,B.L., both of the local bar, took
prominent part in the prosecution and defence respec-
tively. Some of the members of the staff, and nine of
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the students formed the jury. Mr. N. Dandekar, M.A.,
I. C. S., Sub Collector, was the presiding judge. The
learned judge, agreeing with the unanimous verdict of
the jury, acquitted the accused.

Amongst lectures delivered under the auspices of the Union
were
1. “New responsibilities ” by Mr. K. Muhammad M. A.,
D. E. O., Malabar.
2. “The League of Natious” by Mr. M. Krishnamurthi
Chettiar, B.A., B.L. of Palghat.
3. “Our Culture” by Mr. P. A, Subramania Iyer, M. A,
‘ of the Annamalai University.
2. “The Teachings of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa”
by Mr. P. V. Aghoram Iyer, B.A., B.L., Palghat.

Achyutha Menon, I,
Secretary.
The Science Association. »
Dr. S. R. U. Savoor, M.A., Bar-at-law, LE.S., Principal, deli-
vered the inaugural address on ** Stars”’ when Sir M. Krishnan
Nair, Kt. presided.

The following papers were read during the year :—

1. *“ The direction of Indian Economic Revival.”
2. ' The Age of the Earth.”
3. ' The sources of power employed in modern transport.”

A party of students accompanied by a few members of the
staff went on an excursion to the Coimbatore Cement Works,
Madukkarai.

Krishna Menon, K. P.,
Secretary.
The Historical Association. ' :

Mr. T. K. Doraiswami Iyer, M.A., L.T. delivered the inaugu-
ral address on ** Rural Uplift.”

K. Muhammad,
Secretary.
The Malayalam Association.

Inaugural address. “ Malayalam Literature ” by Mr. M. Nara-
yana Menon, B.A., B.L. .

Debate. *‘ That in the opxmon of this House a separate Uni-
versity for Kerala is necessary.’

There was a very interesting Kavyakala Pradarsanam by Mr
Satyadev.
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Bhikshu Dharma Skandha of the Mahabodhi Society, Cal-
cutta, delivered an impressive lecture on *“ World’s Indebtedness
to Budhistic teachings.” :
Sankarankutty Menon, V.,

: Secretary.
Tamil Sangam.

Inaugural address. *“ Why Tamil?” by Rao Sahib C. M.
Ramachandran Chettiyar, B.A., B.L.

Debates. 1. * Religion is a stumbling block to progress.”

2. * University Education is necessary for rural uplift.”

3. *“It is desirable to aspire after glory.”

4. * There is need for contraceptives in India.”

Lecture. “ Some aspects of the treatment of love in ancient

Tamil poetry,” by Vidwan S. Arumuga Mudaliar, B.A. (Hons) L.T.
Muhammad, Cl. II,
Secretary.

The Sansknt Association.

There were seven meetings in the vear including business
meetings. ‘

Inaugural address. * Civilization of Ancient India” by
Mr. K. L. V. Sastri.

Lectures. 1. “ The treatment of Rasas in Sakuntala.”

2. “Cloud as the messenger.”

3. “ The conception of poetry in Sanskrit” by Mr. S. R.
Doraiswamy Sastri, M. A.

4. “ Advice to Students” by Mahamahopadhyaya N. S.
Ananthakrishna Sastri of the University of Calcutta.

Krishnankutty Nair, T.,
Secretary.

The Dramatic Association.

The Dramatic Association put on board Easwaradheemam, a
farce in Malayalam. The several actors acquitted themselves

creditably.
M. Sivadasa Menon,

Secretary.
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