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Notes & Comments.

En Passant: The old Editor is back again at his old post, But
his long separation from the ‘blue pencil’ has taken him clean
out of the ‘journalistic moed’; evidently he will take some time

“=~to pick it up again, And yet in the meanwhile the Magazine

has to run on, The Editor would, therefore, request foran extra
dose of kindly co_operation from his learned colleagues of the
College Staff as also from the more gencrous of his student-
supporters. T he latter will, however, remember one or two
little things. In the first place an article for the Magazine is
expected to rise to a somawhat higher standard than that of
the ordinary class essays- Quality and not quantity should
be the aim. That, of course, sounds like a truism. But unfor:
tunately the Editor has palpable evidence before him to show
that it is forgotten by very many well.meaning student_contri_
butors. Then there ®Te the details of ‘journalistic technique’,
such as writing only on one side of the paper, leaving a broad

*
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margin lor necessary corrections, and ahaveall a lezible hand.

The compositors are a ‘poor lot’ in respect of literary accom-
plishments, To make matters worse, there are also ‘the devils’
of the priating house, Aad between them thzy worry the life
out of the poor Editor, Of course, there is no u3z prayinz to ths

devils. The Editor’sonly recourseis, tharefors, to his student.
coatributors.

* * * * %
Our Condolences: “‘Such was he: his work is done,

But while the races of maakind eadure,
Let his great example stand
Colossal, seen of every land”’.

- Such, indeed, was the great ‘G. K. C’. Wherever he
ed to be, Simtever crowde he confroated, his mightly fiz.
‘and mightier intellect never failed ty make themsslves felt
An uncompromising champion of ungaraishzd truth, an ardeat
lover of plain, matter-of_fact commonseasz. hs was a terror to
the fadists and theorists of our tim:3. His virile and versatile

pen is laid to rest; but his great work will forall timz ‘staad co.
lossal, szen of every land’!

And then comes another, one who was an outstanding
figure for over a quarter of a century in the educational ficld of
South India. ‘Father Bertram’ wasa nams which always evo.
ked feelings of respect and reverence in all who had anything
to do with the Madras Utmiversity. Huadreds of young men
all over the Presidency will remzmberthat nam: with gratelul
affection. The St. Thomas’, too, owzs him a hzavy debt
of gratitude, In Trichinapoly and ia Malras
taking steps to perpetauate his revered mamocy by suitable
‘memorials’, That is the way we, smallmzn, try to coasole
ourselves for a great loss; and it behoves thas: of us who are
indebted to him in one way or other, to contribute generously
so as to make the ‘memorials’ worthy of thz dzar departed. Bat
Fr Bertram was of the race of hzaroz; and pioneers; and
so long as the noble pile of the Loyola stands in the Metro
politan City, he would need no other ‘memorial’ t» proclaim his
name to the future generations.

~

thay ate-
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Nearer home, we have lost one of our bzst administrat_
ors, one who ascended to the highest post of trust and respon.
sibility from the lowest rung of the official ladder by sheer
merit, by intelligence and industry, by pluck and patience. And
it is to Dewan Bahadur T, S, Narayana lyer that Cachin owes
her present finanical stability, her prestize inths Indian money.
market. Also his name will go down to posterity, associated
with the inauguration of the Cochin Lezislative Council and the

‘great Cochin Harbour,

And thenin Trichur itself we have lost a great friend
and co.operator in the person of Mr. C. Anthappai,- Ths
Coliege and the Magazine are ia various ways indebted to him.
His was a life devoted to the unostentations pursuit of letters,
‘away from the maddeainz crow 15’ izasble strifs’. A fearless
critiz and no respecter of persons, hz: had his sharz in saving
**Kairali’’ from the hands of ““literary quacks” and ‘famz-hunt.
ers’; and in her service he spent all his days aftschis raticemaat
from Government Service..

* * * *

Qur Greetings. With the new year we have a few asw faces
among the College Staff. Adorned with high uaiversity Da-
grees, home and foreign, Messes. V. V. John M. A. (Oxon)

and John Paniculam, B. Sc., have added to the strength and

dignity of the Staff. We extend to them a cordial welcoms and
wish them all success.

But it puts a damper oa our spirits to have to wizh
““Good_bye” to Rev. Fr. Principal, though itbe for a short
time, Fr. Principal has, all thsse years, been workiaz ‘quick
time’, without sparing himsslf ian the least, And lat:ly ths
cares and anxistiss of thz Colleze Extensisn Works have told
heavily on him. [t has bacome imozrative that he should takz a
short rest to recoup his health and rezain his busyancy. Accor.

- dingly he will be away at Banzalore for somsz six weeks. The

Staft and Students will miss him muzh in their midst. Neverthe-

~less it is hop=ad that they will tcy to ‘visaalise’ his beaming face
- ever before their eyes and will g2t on as if ha were with them in

‘flesh and blood’. We wish him a pleasant stay at Baagalore, a
speedy ‘pull up’ and qaick retarn.* 4u Revoir’.
- & ==
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“Evolution or Creation.
(By A. I. Mathunny 1l u.c.)

It is a readily demonstrable fact that every
living thing is the child of some living thing.
Science has shown that it is utterly impossible
for any living thing to appear spontaneously.
: - Dr. Austin H. Clark,
of the United States’ National Museum:
What is called the ‘Origin of life’ has always been a
fundamental part of the ‘problem of creation’. Dr. Clark in the
above paragraph points out that living things come only from
living things. Plants and animals, no matter how simple they
are, come from plants and animals, not from non.living sub_
stance, except in so far as that non.living matter is altered by
living matter, Either the organism comes from seed, or egg, or it
originates by the subdivision of a parent organism; but what.
ever its origin, it has what may be called a parent.

And yet if we were to go back from one generation to
another in the history of the earth, we would finally come to
the time when nothing lived on sea or land, from pole to pole.
Living things would then have to come into being in some
manner, and would have to originate spontaneously, or else
come here throush space. The ‘spontaneous origin of life’is
bad science, as the paragraph quoted from Dr, Clark, indicates;
and yet life on this globe must have originated in that way,
There is no avoiding that fact. The problem before the scien
tist, the philosopher and the religionist is whether this ‘spont.
aneous origin of life’ came naturally by evolution, which is to
say, by natural process, or whether it came through Divine
Power, which is to say, by creation by fiat. That is a funda-

ental point in tle problem of ¢ evolution versus creation”

* Written with special reference to tha writings of Mr., Dudley
Joseph Whitney, B. S, California,
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Among evolutionists to-day this problem is evaded. It
is said that science cannot determine the point; therefore it
must be set aside. My contention is that science can determine
this pecint through our knowledge of the laws of Physics and
Chemistry, and that these laws show conclusively that the first
living thing could not occur by natural processes. Therefore it
must have originated by direct creation. That is sound reason._
ing.

Let us get to the details of the question. First, however,
the possibility of life coming here from some distant planct
ought to be dealt with. The late Lord Kzlvin, asserted that life
could not originate spontaneously; and since he thought that
a scientist could not believe increation, he argued that seeds, or
gpores or living matter of some kind must have come to this
earth on a metecorite or in' some such way from the wreck of
some dictant orb far from our solar system. But this view has
appeared to be so unreasonable that few take it seriously today,

Lile is not an abstraction. Lile as we know it—that is,
the life of plants and animals—is always tied to some kind of a
body. and is connected with certain kind of material called
protoplasm. The start of the problem, then, is to discover
whether or not protoplasm could originate by natural processes
on a lifeless earth. The second step is to determine the nature
of any orzganism that could originate and survive on a lifeless
earth. No organism can exist, or, at least no organism can grow
and reproduce, unlessit has food. This first organism, therelore,
must be cf a kind that could grow on an otherwise lifeless earth,
and multiply. We shall consider the second step first.

The first organism could not be an animal, because
animals require food that has been built up by plants and other
animals. Therefore, the first living thing— considering the
problem always from a naturalistic standpoint——would have



6 St, Thomas® College Magazine:

bad to be a plant. However, the simplest plaats do not build
up their own food, but, like animals, they mstly consumz what

bhas already been built up by other plants or animals. Bacteria
and yeasts are examples.

As a general rule which should be followed in the quest.
ion under discussion, it can be said that the food ofall plants and
animals originates primarily in the chlorophyll, or the gresn
colouring matter of the plants. Without that to start with, there
would be no food for animals and no food for bactzria, yeasts
and all the simple ‘one celled organisms, which contain no
chlorophyll. There may be one or two exceptions in the shaper
of mineral-feeding bacteria. ;

One sees scme amusing conjsctures on this matter in ths
theorizing of scientists. For instance, in a book liks *“Creation
by Evolution”’, whose authors are all scientists of high standing,
it is stated that the viruses are all extremsly small organisms,
too small to be seen by the microscope, and it is assumsd that
possibly the first living thing might have been a virus. This is
an amusing speculation for a scientist, since a virus lives on
organic material, and there would be no such material on an
otherwise lifeless earth. The first organism would have to be
as bighly organised as a sim ple alga, a water_living plant con_
taining chlorophyll, by which carbon dioxide could he taken
from the air and used to built up organism. Bitno ons who
has any respect for possibilities—which isto say, no true scient.
ist- -could ever imagine the protoplasm and the chlorophyll and
_ the other materials making the body of an alza gathering to-
gether by themselves and making that alga, except by miracle.
The thing is impossible. Yet life is here, Therefore, the start of
life was by a miracle, not by natural process.

In discussions of the problem, mention is often mads of
the making of what are called organic compounds in the labo_
ratory, as if this would indicate the possibility of proto_
plasm originating naturally. An idea like that is absurd, Sugar
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of some sort might possibly be built up from inorganic materials
in the laboratory, but that would bs a long distance from hav_
ing sugar originate on a lifeless earth; and if sugar did originate
on a lifelessearth, that would be far from originating protoplasm
and if protoplasm did originate, that would be far from having
something that could live and grow and subdivide and increase
and multiply. As a plain matter of fact, any life that existed in
simple protoplasm would likely be destroyed, unless it was or_
-ganized in a plant with chlorophyll,

Protoplasm is a very elaborate substance, containing
many elements, but we need not discuss it in detail now. If
one could mix all these elements together in the proper pro-
poctions; carbon, oxygen, hydrogen introgen, sulphur, phos_
phorus, and the others, and leave them in a test-tube, they

would not form protoplasm, nor would any organic material be
formed.

The foundamental feature of tais part of the problem i3
that energy is required to make the elements unite in an orga.
nic compound. When sugar or starch is consumad, it gives off
energy: that energy must have come from some source in order
to make the sugar or the starch in the first place. Energy must
have come from some source to originate the protoplasm in ths
body of the first organism, An essential part of this problem
is to discover a possible source of such energy.

Liteless waves would beat on lifeless sands, lizhtaiaz
might flash, winds blow and rains fall on lifsless rocks. and
lifeless streams rush down to lifeless seas, but there would be
few sources of energy on such an -earth. Electrical discharzes
might give some energy, but it would be too small to be of any
practical use. For practical purposes the main source of energy
would be what is the main source of energy now: the sunlight.
“But unless the sunlight had plants to work on, and plants with
chlorophyll, protoplasm could notbe formed.
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As an actual fact also, sunlight is a destroyer of simple
organisms; a sterilizer, a killer of most bacteria, unless they
are well protected or in a good environment. The sun, there.
fore, would be a destroyer of simple organic material, not a
former of it, except through the agency of chlorophyll, and
chlorophyll and protoplasm could never originate by natural

procsss on a lifeless earth; direct creation would be needed to
start them,

In short, every bit of testimony thatis offered by the
laws of Physics and Chemistry shows that life would not origi_
nate by natural process. Surely, thisisas strong a testimony
as science can possibly offer that the first living thing did not
originate by natural process, and that, therefore, it must have
originated by direct creation. Thus then science does give test_
imony to the miracle of a direct creation.

But in evolution there must be no miracle at all, or else
no limit to miracle. No evolutionist can merit that name and

bold that the first alza evidently could originate by miracie,
but that birds and beastsand men and trees could not have
originated in that way. Let miracle or creation come in at all,
and evolution goes out. Grant the possibility of miracle ia
the origin of an alga. and the possibility of miracle in the
origin of the original highly organised ancestors of any and
every plant and animal must be admitted. But science demon_
strates conclusively and undeniably that the miracle of creation
was needed to give living things a start; therefore, evolution
collapses and creation has to be agreed to; and creation may as
well have been for the original ancestor of every great group of
organizms as for a start, as {or the origin of a single alga.

€



- The National Anthem.

(C. A. Lonappan iv u, c.)

¢ And this shall be for music when no one else is near
The fine song for singing, the rare song to hear”

(R. L. Stevenson)

1. We find generally two broad divisions of songs, one
generally crude and irregular in form, but yet important asre.
presenting in a remarkable degree, the tastes, feelings and
aspirations of a people; and the other, the more finished and
regular songs, born of the conscious art of the highly educated
poet. The former we call “lolk_songs”, and the latter “‘art.
songs’ - In the species of poetry known as “art.songs’, the
feeling of love for one’s native land has found frequent and
varied expression; and songs with this theme are known in
Literary Phraseology as ‘Patriotic Lyrics’, National Anthems
proper are patriotic lyrics par excellence; they are the choicest
specimens of a nation's patriotic lyric literature.

2. That the ceremonial use of the National Anthem as
the formal expression of anation’s patriotism has been of recent
origin, is admitted on all hands. Prior to the eighteenth century
we find no such custom in vogue in any European country and
the composition of the different national anthems bears evi-

“ dence to that fact. *“Ced Save The King”’, which is universally
admitted to be the earliest among the existing national anthems
in Europe, assumed its present shape only in the filties of the
eighteenth century. And the earliest date assignable to the
national anthem as we know it, is the year 1745. The
stirring patriotic strain of republican France dates no farther
back than 1792. The ceremonial anthems of the countries in
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Europe are not even a century old, most of them being com._
pesed in the early years of the last century.

3. Whatever be the precise dates ol the beginning of
the usuage of the National Anthem, this much i3 certain, that
at the present day there is hardly any civilised nation without
its ceremonial Anthem. The United Kingdom has for her cere.
monial Anthem the solemn, impressive “God Save The King”-
Republican France justly prides herself oan her *“La Mar.
scillaise ', Germany sings as her ceremoniol Aanthem **Heil
dir im Siegerkranz’’. Belgium voices forth her sacred fecling of
patriotism in the stirring words and music of ‘La Bsabancoane’.
“Boje Tsari Khrani”, Russia has as her national anthem. The
other countries of Europe also have their own national anthems.

4. The fact that no nation, however insignificant it
may be, is without a professedly patriotic song, set apart for
ceremonial usage, testifies to the importance attached to the
_national anthem. [t has come to be looked upon as part and

parcel of a nation’s cherished traditions. {t ssrves as a common

bond of unity to the different parties in a nation. All people,
irrespective of their caste, creed or party_spirit, doff their hats
and assume a reverential attitude as a mark of respect to their
Sovereign at the singing of the national anthem. No State
function draws to its close without the singing of the national

anthem, It gives, asit were, a finishing touch even toa ted.
iously long programme.

5. Now to the characteristic features of the national
Anthem, which mark it off from other patriotic lyrics. Itis
either consecrated to the praise of Royality, ocrit gives expres-
sion to the high aspirations of the national spirit. The British
“God Save The King”’ can be cited as the best example of the
first type and the French “La Marseillaise™ is the best repre.
sentative of the second type, Whatever be the spirit, monar.



LS el

The National Anthem 11

chical or republican, a national anthem gives appropriate
poetic utterance to a nation’s cherished traditions and aspira_
tions. Itis an embodiment of the commanding traits of the
national character, and is calculated to raise the patriotism
of a nation. A national anthem raises loyal emotions in the
heart of a nation, and dcepens its reverence for the throne in
monarchical countries.

6. For a song to be truely national it should not utter;
the sentiments of a clique, or a section, or a party in a counlry;
nor should it be solely devoted to the apotheosis of the Sove.
reign. In brief it should throb with the heart-beat of the nation
and should awake a sympathetic response in every loyal heart.

7. The British National Anthem isone of the best of
its kind. There has been a good deal of controversy with regard
toits authorship, and authors are not at ons 'in their views.
Peaple like Richard Ciarke and others in 1814 attributed
the authorship to Henry Carey. But eight years later
Clarke published a pamphlet entitled ““An account of the Na_
tional Anthem”’, in which, after discussingths qusstion at great
length, he rejects the claims of Carey and decides in favour of
an Elizabethian composer. Dr. John Bull. Dr. W. H, Cumings
in his “God Save The King'’ (1902) proves the untrustworthi_
ness of Clarke’s account. Again we {ind Frank Kidson in his
“minstrelsy of England” attributing the authorship to one
James Oswald. But in the general opinion of writers on musi.
cal matters, Carey and the Bull divide the credit.

8. So much for the authorship. From a musical point
of view it has been said ““God Save The King” has a fine mas.
siveness that suits it well to huge assemblies. But we cannot
commend it asa literary production. The lines in the last
stanza “Confound their politics”, etc.szem now.a_.days almast
puerile and lacking in gravity.
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9. For quite a ceatury and more the words of the
National Anthem remained substantially the same, until [859
when two stanzas were tacked on, which were composed by
the poet Laurette Lord Tennyson in connection with the wed._
ding of the Princess Royal.

10. It may be hoped with legitimate pride that as long
as the unity and integrity of the majestic fabric of the Briush
Empireis preserved, the English National Anthem willserve as
the syrmbol of unity and a common bond of affection] and conli-
dence to all classes and creeds which make up that Empire.

THE MERCHANT OF VENICE.

Rewritten and modernised, with apologies
(By M. V. Mathew, Class 1I.)

ACT L
SCENE 1, VENICE. _ ‘BROADWAY.

Enter Antonio, Salariro, and Sulanio.

Antonio: By Golly, Pals! I'm in the blues, 1’'m sad;

- It brings my heart down to my Dunlop boots;
But how [ caught this melanchely cold
| cannct tell,

Salarino: You feel unfit, dear sir?
—Ah. what a truthful symptom of wretched ‘flu.
What say you to'a dose ol quinine stifi?
Or take a ‘white Horse’; sure as | am here,
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120 “Arglass will cheer your melancholy cheeks...---

Nauzht like a spirit to keep up your:spirit! « r+
Salanio: 1 think ’tis broken nérves: have *Nervinus’l
~ " Hjustacold, a stronz black colfee cures!
~ Your ailmént is neuralsia, | fear—
- Or ¢'en otalgia or hydrophabia
Or cyclopaedia or something clse; =
Despair not, though."There’s Dr. Blemmey’s Pills-
‘Pills to cure ills’—those concentrated pills,
Those tiny globes ‘will rid you of your malady.
Salarino: Take What’s_his_name’s Nine_.In_One.Tonic, what?
Salanio: My {riend is brooding o’er the fatal fall
: Of the share markets: Cotton |1 and gold 4!
That market slump!—! know Antonio
I's sad to think of kopra falling low.
Antoaio: Believe me, no: | thank my brain for it,
My stocks are not in one marker {loated.
No, that doesn’t worry me. Still there it is;

Salarino: Why then you've gone of the *deep end’!

RS

Antonio: | beg your pardon, Sal.?

Salarino: You are in lovel

Antonio: O fiel Fie, lie! Again, fie, fie! and fiel

Salarino. Not in love neither? Foolish is the girl
Who cannot ogle at a merchaat’s gold!

Salanio: Here comzs Bassanio, your noble friend!
We leave you well and well alone with him.

Enter Bassanio.

Bassanio: O Hullo! Hullo! Joily folk!
Say when to laugh and when to joke:
Let's grin and smile in pantomime!
With me all time is laughter timel- -
Why, dear Antonio, so sad and worn?
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You, like an owl, are mopinz in the gleaming morn,
Antonio, Bassanio, your rhymes are O K . but - —

They don’ta whit amuse me: | feel sad!
Bassanio: Feel sad? By Jovel Then smoks thess cigarettes!

They're Persian cigarettes — how sweet, how cool!

How fragrant D5 you want to go to Heaven?

Then smoke these Turkish cigarettes! Old chap,

Believe me, there’s no human life on earth

More happy than the smoker’s life!

Supreme bliss and Heaven are all enclozed

Within these pretty cylinders of joy;

O perfect gilt of God! God save the Cigarettes!
Antonio: (sighing) Well, well, Bassaniol — But how d'ye do?
Bassanio: As well as ever! But _ er, look here. man!

You’ve been my chum for all these centuries;

And never unce you've let ma down, or failed

~ To pull me up from embarrassing fixes.

_ You know all that . that 3srt of rot; but _er, ...
Antonio; Speak out, Bassanic! What unnerves voud
Bassanio; Well it’s like thiz: that | may win Her hand

I waat you just to lend a helping hand,
Antonio: | will but willinzgly; bat, say old (ellow,
Who 15 this lucky gic?
Bassanio: Fair Miss Portial
Portial What a wonder giell . .,
O she's a perfect gal in every way:
Noble and great, with virtuzs beautiful;
Fair and more lovely thas a full Heldsel [lower,
A flawless peach! Aad rich bevond all words!
And in her flashing eyes 1 dil perceive
The lucid light of love. Which set my beart
A_thumping; and a strange sensatioa
Shivered my love alfected body! Now,
I'm lave -sick.  What do you prescribe, my leech?

ols
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Antonio. Hurrah! Concrats! | shall prescribe Miss

Portia herself!
Bassanio: Thanks. learned Doctor . thanks, my noble friend!
And | am out to get that sweet medicine!
Antonio: So you are going out to woo Miss Portia?
Bassanio; Yes, | am gning out to win Fair Portial
All’s ready for it, too: I've got by heart
The words by which | shall propose to her;
I've got_besides, the courage and the surety
f very brilliant success!
But | ‘have got no money! Likewise, nil
Are my accoutcements; So | pump you
To hand me o’er a fatty cheque; with which
11 go a shopping: kuying blazers, suits
Silk hats, and glaring ties, and pants, and boots.
And cther toilets; and most of all
The wedding_ring. Well, wot d'ye say? Will you
Sign on the dotted lines, and wis' me success?
Auntonio: Bassanio oll man, you mizht have heard
About those nasty market slumps 'm pecled
itight of my cash: and left stark nude and blue!
i'm awful sorry! Even now | think
I bave already o’erdrawn at the Bank!
Go to the Marwaris hence; and take a loan
in my own name. And now, old fellow. | proceed
To buy for you the handsome wadding presents.
My sincerest wishes for your success!
Good Morping!
Dassanio: Better Morning. Faithlul Friend!

(Exeunt)

{The ‘playwright’ declares that tha rest of the play has been all

chewed up by his dog) and hopes that his readses will please excuse
hom :




L Gk Chesterton-An _A,ppz‘ecia{io‘n.

(T. P)

What is the use of prayer?  Can numerous prayers alter
the course of nature? !Are they elficacious? Can you by your
prayers make it possible for a cocoanut tree to produce man.
goes?—The unthinking modern youth raissd a point, G. K, C.
with a chuckleand a smile made answer. Proudas we are, have
wenot already meddled too much with nature and life! Is it not
more wonderful that the cocoanut tree always produced cocoa.
nuts when it ever did and no manzoes. The mango tree did
that whenever it did. That wasall of it as it should be and
our prayers may well be directed to a greatsr and nobl: pur.
pose: that the cocuanut tree may continue to produce more
of cocoanuts and the mango tree more of mangoes.

C. K. C. had in his day passzd throush many
phases of life even as the pressnt world has, and is going
through, variousmoods and emotions, and reacted to the world’s
many ills, and its many excesses, He was an unbeliever, an
agnaostic, a socialist and what not. !n the end nakasd he waited
“loves” uplifted stroke’ and gained all by surrendering all, He
suddenly realised the bsauty anl trath of the Fairy. Tale—the
wonder of the infant world ssckiaz wisdom, beauty, truth, In
tradition he found the sanity of the human race, the attempt of
father to teach hischild truth, with no wish to deceive, He found
the highest wisdom in the greatest folly —th= folly of the Cross.
He came to know that a simple Catholic priest knew more of
life and life’s problems than many a learned scientist and phi-
losopher, In dogma, the bugbear of the modern, G. K. C.
found “truth locked up in a chest”. In the Church after a
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black night he found life and light. To a modern world gro-
aning delerious with scientific progress and wealth in abund.
ance, hastening towards the great cataclysm of the Great War»
he showed the great way, the way of Christ two thousand
years old. After the War, to a world weary of itself, ploughing
in a sea of uncertainty, misery, vague fears and longings he
spoke with certainty, with kindnessand joy, like the prophet that
he was, in blinding flashes of wit and humour, standing on his
head. It was something indeed to have known him!

e—

A Note on the Early History of ‘‘Pottery’’ or

““Ceramic’’ Bricks.
Mr,.C. T, Kurian B. Sc, (Old Student.)

The term ““Pottery’’ is derived from the Latin word ““Po.
terium’’, a name given by the Romans generally to drinking
vessels. But by this, we understand nothing about their form or
substance. Generally works in this branch of art manufacture
are now known by the generic title “*Ceramic”, a word derived
from Greek. This word primarily siznilies the horn of an
animal and it has obtained its generally recognised meaning
from the early use of horns as drinking vessels, which in their
turn were replaced by vessels made of clay.

The most wonderful quality of clay to form an unusually
plastic mass when mixed with water and to set hard when dried
was known to man from prehistoric times. Later on accident
might have taught him that it was possible to convert this dry
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clay mass into a still harder and more resisting body by ex.
posure to red heat. Long before historic times, this plastic pro.
perty of clay was utilised by man for the manufacture of articles
such as bricks, vessels and utensils. It is supposed that the art
of shaping clay for the manulacture of different articles might
ke the first attempt made by man in his industrial advance.
ment. But there is difference of opinion. Soms consider the
art of the husbandman as more ancieat than the potter’s craft,
while there is yet another opinion that the manulacture of arms,
which would have been the first necessity of man for the pur_
pose of self_defence, might have preceded the shaping of clay-
Anyhow it is universally admitted that the art of pottery is one

of the most ancient of inventions and dates from the most dis-
tant antiguity,

‘The usetul arts are the otf_spring of necessity’”’ In coun_
tries where marble, stone and wood are abundant and clay
deposits rare, the use of ceramic bricks in building construction
i3 generally subordinate. On the other haand, those countries
where clay deposits are abundant, and other natural conditions.
congenial, have used bricks as the principal building matsrial.

The use of clay for the manufacture of bricks had its rise
in the Continent of Asia, especially in the valleys of the Tigris
and Euphrates which are full of important ruins of brick edi.
fices.On the banks of the river Euphrates, we havea large col-
lection ofruins known tc be of Babylon, [ounded by Nimrod more
than 26 centuries before our era. On the right bank of the
river there isa fragment of a wall, 8 to 10 metres high and 6
metresbroad, wherein some archzeologists see the remains of the
famous Tower of Babel, while there are otherswho coasider that
they belong to the Templs of Belus. Theexploration of the ruins
of Ninevh, Babylon’s neighbour and rival, and of other im.
portant ancieat cities of Asia Minor, has exemplified the great

part played by clay, fired or raw, in the construction of their
buildings.
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Asiatic emigrants in Egypt taught the Egyptians the
aboriginal arts of Asia. The slime depasits of the valley of the
Nile supplied abundant material for the manufacture of bricks,
The numerous samples which we possess both ofbricksand pot_
tery, prove that not only there was this art of brick manufacture
welladvanced in Egypt inthe early days, but that enamelled pot.
tery was also known. We read in Exodus, Chapter5. thatone of

the numerous labours imposed upon the Hebrews by the Egy-
ptians wasthe making of bricks.

Next, the Greeks iearnt the art in Egypt. Although no
single brick building exists which can be alfirmed to be of
Greek origin, according to the works of the Roman architect
Vitruvious, the Roman author Pliny etc., we understand that a
certain number of temples and other monuments of a date an_
terior to the Roman domination, were built of raw or baked
bricks. The Greeks could teach this art to their Roman or
Turkish masters. In contrast to the Greeks, the Romans left
wherever they passed, imposing moauments where brick played
an important part. The Herculian Gate of Pompie, the for.
titied castle of Babylon etc. stand to prove the solidity of their
construction, all of them datinz from the early centuries of
the Roman Empire, By this time, the use of clay had become
general throughout the globe. Under the dexterous hand of the
observant and inventive spirits and scientists of each country,
the art had gathered greater utility, beauty, variety, and attra
ctiveness and had now changed almost into a science.

Pottery has an honoured place not only in the rervice
ol art and architecture, but also in the service of history. The
earliest exponents of the pattsr’s art have rendered most re
markable aid in throwing lighton the literature, manners and
customs ol nations, the record of which would have been other_
wise entirely lost. Papyri, parchmsnt and paper have been
the records of a number of events.Implements of fractured flints
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carvings in stone, epitahs in brass, effigies in bronze, coins and
Jewelry from tombs etc, have also preserved for ages records
of facts and delivered them into the hands of the antiquarians.
So too have pieces of common pottery and ceramic bricks, relics
of which are common in almost all countries, survived the
changes of time and conveyed to us their messages from long
past ages. Dr, Petrie spoke as follows when he unfolded slowly.
the balf charred papyri at Tannis “A yet more heart_rending
sight was the pile of papyrus rolls so rotted that they fell to
pieces with a touch showing here and there a letter of finest
Greek writing.”” But he wrote of clay tables as follows: ‘During
the age of the decline of the Egyptain power in Syria when
the great conquests of Tahutmes | were all gradually lost, a
splendid store of inlormation was laid by for us in the cuniform
correspondence at Tell.el. Amarna. The clay tablets, mostly

from Syria, were deposited in the place of records of the palace
of the King.” :

.The discovery and identification of the town of Naukratis
by Dr, Petriereveal very well the splendid service rendered by
bricks to the Historian. Once coming across a long low mound
of ruins and pieces of archaic pottery, Petrie determined to
understand its history, The only place where he could Jive was
an old country houss of a Pasha, where by the side of the
entrance ke noticed two blocks of dark grey stone. Turning
one of them over, he saw the glorious letters, bearing a decree
of the City of NAUKRATIS. a name which had long been
sought elsewhere. Another important example of the service of
the potter’s art to history is found in the thousands of inscribed
baked clay tablets of Babylonia and Assyria, which are kepy
in the Ceramic treasures of the British and Foreizn national
museums, recording ordinary and extraordinary incidents of
daily life 2500 to 500) years azo. Nothing was kncwn beyond
what is mentioned in the Bible about the past history of these
ancient kingdoms and had it not been for the discovery of
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these inscribed tiles, the whole history of these ancient coun.
- tries would have been a complete blank. But the transliteration
and translation of these inscriptions by learned pal®ographists,
like Sir Henry Rawlinson, Dr. Hincks and eothers, have
enabled us to learn the extent of the ancient civilisation of
Babylonia and Assyria, and read theroyal letters of their kings,
and their court decrees, tables of arithmestic, business accounts,
hymns, histories, vocabularies etc, dating back 2300 years
and more.
The discovery, by Sir Henry Rawlison of the once fam_
cus Tower of Seven Planets, and of ‘Ishtar Gate’ and a
number of inscribed clay tablets by the German Oriental So_
ciety, all of which give usa vivid picture of the culture and
civilisation of the ancient Babylonians, may be attributed to the
enduring nature of the potter's handiwork. ‘'Babylonia’” in
the words of Sir George Birdwood “was architecturally and
artistically... ... .. entirely a creation of the potter™.

X
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“ SHE MARRIED ME!”

(Gokulam K. R, 11, U. C)

I am Chid, 8. Ambar. A nice name, what? Suggests
a lot of will power, and personality, and everything, doesn’tit?”

Here is an extract from an astrologer about my chara.
cter. ‘“‘From the date and handwriting furnished | find that
you were born under the zodiacal sign of the Tauraus, the
ruling planet of which is Venus and which was also the sign of
Shakespeare, King Edward 1V, General Grant, Oliver Crom_
well, and other famous people. You are indicated as a man
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of strong personality and great possibilities for good or ewil,
according to whether you exercise your self_coatrol and de_
velop your higher nature or yield tothe tendencies which might
cause your downfall. Your strong will pow:r will enable you
to exercise perfect judgment over yoursell and thus rise to the
enjoyment of the best things in life.

viiin o Your marriage alfairs are as involved as your love af.

fairs. You do love someoane and are in doubts and fears,

Hastily surveying the past, | see indications of a plea.
sant journey, and » wedding of love.....c.... ..”

This decided me. From that momznt [ dztermined to

Iet myseli be coerced by no man or woman.

So when my father brouzht in a proposal of marriage 1
velused point_blank. 1 would marry for love or nothing. I
woculd never allovs myself to be forced ————never!

On Thursday, seventh of August 1936, with a saart and
a hiccup the train steamed into the Trichuc Station. A swel.
tering crowd of humanity, singly and in batches, rushzd to and
iro, peering eagerly into carriages for seats. Above the din of
the fruit-vendors and caterers could bz heard the “Sze-you_
- later” **Post_letters_.every_Mail”’ **Ramu, take care of father,”
‘Oh, where is my umbrella’ and ‘time’s ap. Get in anywhere,
‘quick”

I was perched in the corner seat of a carriazzand an old
lady in spectacles was trying her best to fiad out her weight by
balancing herself on the nether edgz of my right foot. The en.
gine whistled as usual and moved olf with a j:irk and a jolt.
The lady staggered back, and deposited her substantial weight
evenly on my lap, my chin and ncse. | was about to howl out
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a remonstrance when suddenly she turned upon me. The
contempt in her eye cut me to thequick. This female despised
me. | am generally a man of peaczshul, unrulfled temperament
but one must maintain one’s self_-respect. My lap is not made
to be rough haadled, nor my chia, nor my nose, and that
my old hags in spectacles.

I tried to get up.

But the lady som:how or other had takenit into her head
that by paying her railway fare, she could seat herself in any
place she pleased. And she had chosen the best available
under the circumstances viz., my lap. So she showed no undue
precipitation to vacate the cosy berth.

Also | had won no trophies for weight_lifting and she
was no feather.weight. Further | wasrather in a painful con.
dition. The force of the original impact kad driven all the wind

out of me and it took its time to return, being afraid of a second
*send off.’

A little judicious pushing with my knuckles, and I al.
most succzeded in crowding the female off. But the she-witch
had the situation well_in-hand.

She got up, and poking her finger right into my lelt eye,
screamed in a voice wnich brought the occupants of the neigh-
bouring compartments to their windows.

““Where are your manners, my man’’?

Her behaviour infuriated me. [ felt that | was being
treated as a_cipher, and that by an old lady in spectacles.

N

Ma'm’’ | cried.

Ma’m stamped angrily, and her foot like a sugar cane
crusher came sharply on the toe which had been already com-
preszed like a cotton wad beneath the piston rod of a2 Brahma
Press. With a brief exclamation which was no wise compli-
mentary, | seized my foot and hopped off my seat, executing a
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Singloochee war dance. The poor lacerated toe was smarting
painfully and the juice was almost trickliag out ot it.
‘My manners, Ma’m, are above __.*’

She would not let me conclude.
‘““You-,you.-you..impudent blackguard! ==

I divined what was coming and hastily jumped back.
The inevitable foot decended, and..........."

Hoo---Get off my fest--—you, you clumsy cat!..-hoo! ’

A moist twinkling feeling rushed across my forehead and

up my spine. So there were people who dared! | looked and
saw and loved!

She was a fair little girl,all curls, and dimples and smiles
But tears almost stood out of her pretty eyes as she held the
mangled member of her foot tenderly in her hand and looked
“kill” at the old hag.

“Clumsy cat-———Hool”

She looked tearfully at me, and I crunched my teeth My
blood literally boiled. Was there no law to punish such old
women in spectacles? Were the clumsy witch a man, or were [ a

woman, one or two expressions might have escaped me which
would have made masters of Billingsgate hang thcu‘ head and

look shy.

See, what it is to be born a man! The for

esof lifz are
all ranged against you.

You are always ata disadvantage,
When travelling in a railway compartment you are forced to

give up your comfortable seats to strapping girls in under-cut
garments,

At the cinema or theatre you must sit at the back
of the box and see little or nothing and oh, you must bear the
smell of the abominable hair vils and creams that youngish old
ladies or vice versa have smeared all over their anatomy. And
your hands must be always in your pockets, ready to come out

with fist_full of silver whenever the ‘fair’ sex is dying for a
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drink or a cigarette, or a brooch or a what not. And you must
fondle their dozs, and pick up their hankies, and hold their
umbrellas, open the doors, and

Now if | were a women, | would have given free vent
to myfeelings and the girl with dimples would have fallen head
over heels in love with me then and there. But | was a man
and that was that. Like a martyr giving solace to a fellow
martyr | knelt before the little lass and tenderly patted her
injured feet with my hands, and

The marriage was solemnised a few weeks later. The old
lady in spectacles gave away the girl. And one fine evening
while all the three of us were seated on the verandah enjoying
the breeze, the old iady in spectacles called Sarad to her, and
gently stroking her hair, said humourously:

“So Sarad, your husband has got a stronz will power,
hasn’t he? And he refused to marry you, you my little niece,
even before he looked at you!. Whata cheek! His father in_
formed me of his ‘love.marriage_craze’ and so it was thatall
the three of us came to be travelling in the sams compartment.
How he must have hated me when | trod on your feet! And
does it pain still, little niece?” and they laughed uproariously,
while I quickly got up and going to my table got out the astro-
loger’s forecast and pushed into the hearth, where it crackled
merrily,




- FRIENDSHIP.

[ By James Verghese (Old Boy.) |

Friendship is the gift of God. *It is the wineof life” says
Dr.]Johnson. It is the bond of affection between sculs—a bond of

Secret sympathy,
That heart to heart and mind to mind;
In bedy and in soul doth bind.

Friendship is the wondrous angel of life that rolls away
all the stones of sorrow and suffering. Good friends help us
from becoming, in Bacon’s language, “‘the Cannibals of our
heart”. They guide us to truth. They fill our minds with noble
and graceful images. Sincere friends sympathize with us in our
troubles and help usin moments of distraction and difficulty-
They lift us out of a sort of grubbiness and lit up the sky of our
life with the light of joy and delight. True companions stand
by us in all vicissitades. They comlort us in scrrow and nurse
us in sickness, T hus frank friends fan the {lame of felicity; and
with them we can surely go into our Gethasemane, too.

Falsc friends are common. Itis hard to find in life a
friend, who is ‘in stock and sinew pure and ia time of danger
sure.” Says Solomon: ‘He that walketh with wise men shall be
wise, but the companion of fools shall be destroyed’, Look at
some marks of these.—llattery, dishonesty, idlenezs and evil
speaking. Some friends will praise and raise us to the skies,
and like a serpent tempt us to sin, A friend ol a dishonest man
13 sure to ruin himself . . No good comzs out of an idle friend.
Indolence aad idleness are very sinful and burtful and




Friendship. 27

P e

Satan finds some mischief still
For idle hands to do,

Persons speaking mean, low and vile things will pollute
our minds. So {lee from the presence of bad companions,

~ Friends are formed in youth, when our hearts are warm
and full of fellow feeling. With increasing old age, we suspect
to entrust ourselves wholly to the hands of other persons. On
turning the kaleidoscope of our oxperiences we find, that we
have met with various types of men who are devoid of sincer_
ity. When young, we are living with men of our own age,

whose minds are pliable. We have to sslect and elect the best
of them. :

Choice of friends is a difficult task. Our destiny depends
upon our friends. The selection should be altera studiousscrutiny
of the worthy sides in them. We are liable to fail in life if we
form friendship with msn who are externally good but inter
nally bad. Be indefinitely patient. Select friends who are
upright, gentle, pure_hearted, patizat, calm, forgiving under all
- circumstances, whose deeds are sweet and purs and who speak
no evil of another Do not make friends with men of lago’s
type.

There are innumerable instances of true friendship,
~ Noble parsons most willinzly sacrificed their wealth and posit_
ion, comfort and convenience, pomp and splendour, for theic
friends. For stroag friendship, strong unto death, Damon and
Phythias have kecoms proverbial The love of Jonathan for
David is inimitable. “ The soul of Jonathan was knit with the
soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul”,
Wordsworth found refuze from the trivialities and ‘personal
talk’ by betaking himself to the society of Uaa and Desde-
mona. Tennyson's love for Arthur was great and everlasting.



TRUE BALM.

(By V. N. Menon, Mulloth.)

All the elements of which thou art
_ Made of are but eternal sparks;
See ye, with eyes this highest art —

The creator’s noblest works.

Give thou thine ear unto the highest truth
For it is the creator’s primal call;

‘Tis the balm that has the power to soothe
The yearning hearts of all.

Each for his own? no! not in this age!
Each for the whole wide world!
Then we can ring out all hunger and rage

Without the assistance of gold:

e—



The Gospel of Co-operation.

(The only salvation for the despairing masses)

By Mr. A, J. Abraham, Co-operative Propagandist.

———

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is said of the great Muhammedan Emperor, Sher Shah,
who ruled over Delhi, that whenever he marched into a coun.
try with his forces he gave special instructions to his generals
and even to the private soldiers notto do the lzast injury to
the peasantry and not to damage their fields or crops in any
manner: “Of what avail are all our coaquests if we drive away
the peasantry’’?, he used to ask.

We might put the same question to ourselves. OFf what
avail are all our attempts to develop the trade of the country,
both internal and foreign; of what avail is our feverish anxi.
ety for the industrial development, either large scale or cottage,
when the poor peasantry, groaning under ignorance, debt, and
poverty, are sinking deeper and deeper daily into an abyss of
utter helplessness from which they would never be able to rise?
To think of commercial and industrial expansion under these
circumstances is simply to busy ourselves with the superstruct_
ure while the foundation is rapidly and inevitably sinking into
the bowels of the earth.

The rejuvenation or the regeneration of a fast decaying
peasantry is the most vital and pressing problem of the day-
The greatest hearts, the noblest minds all true souls in the
land- -are engaged at the present day in tackling this great
problem. Lord Lialithzow, the present Viceroy, has taken up
in right earnest the improvemsent of agricultural conditions.
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Mahatma Gandhi has launched himself iato a comprzhensive

programme of rural uplift, comprising within its purview every
sphere of agricultural life.

The methods of agriculture, the m=thods of marketing
agricultural produce, the sources of agricultural credit, and the
sanitary conditions of village life, have all to bs improved if the
Indian peasant is to be put on his own lezs. Thereis nothing
in the world that can help us in all thesz linas lik2 the “Gos-
pel of Co.operation™. Co-operation, proparly carriad out, is the
panacea lor all the ills of the Indiaa peasant. External help,
either from the well meaning philanthropist or an over anxious
Government, will only serve to enfeeble him farthar aad to da.
prive him of the little capacity that may stiil remain in him for
seli-help. Spoon feeding beyond a certain ags, thouzh a sure
sign of maternal solicitude, has rarely been a benefit to the
young. Every child thatis to grow up iatoa vizarous youth
must be allowed to chew and masticate for its2lf. The pza.

santry, likewisz, if it i3 to prosper, must be allowsd to work out
its own salvation.

Co operation and nothing but cy.operatisa, [ repzat,
can find a remedy for the present evils. Agzricultural credit has.
among us been organised to a csrtain exteat on co_operative
lines. In this little State of Cochin, too, there i3 a credit society
in almost every village. If there are a few villages without any
we have only to organise socicties in those areas. Bat it may
immediately be pointed out that ths credit saciety, as worked
at present, 1s not of much real use to ths cultivator. True
there are many defects in the workiag of ouc sacisties, | have
heard many gloomy prophets lamsanting that Co op=ration does
not thrive on Indian soil under Indian conditions. This isto
look at the dark side of the picture alone. I in the Panjab it
has been possible for co_operative societies to satisly the needs
of the peasant for agricultural loans to a satislactory extent,
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why is the same impossible ia Cochin?, If it has been possible to
work agricultural credit socisties successfully at Sree Nikethanam
amongst ourown bréthern, wehave ample reasonto believe thag
under proper control and guidance itis possible to make our
societies alzo efficient ssurces of agricultural credit.  The only
thing we have to deis to spread the trus ‘Gospel of Co_operation
among the people and to train them by precept and example to
work up to the ideals of that Gospel. Our failures in the past
need not disappoint us if we can lay our fingure on the causes
of those failures and avoid them in our future workinz. - In

that case each of our failures will only be a stepping stone to
success in future.

Another pressing problem of agriculture i3 marksting.
The cultivator with his old_world mzthods of produstion gets
but little from the soil: worss still, he is not abls to get the real
value even for thislittle. Th= middleman and ths petty dea-
ler come in here to deprive honest labour of its just dues. I
only the agriculturists could be organised into membears of mar-
keting societies they could certainly get better prices for their
produce. When it has beza possible for the Ocange-growers of
California and the Wheat-growers of Canada to pool their pro-
duce through the azeacy of a gradation of co_operative socicties
and to grade it properly as wzllastossad it tothe mostadvanta_
geous marketsatthe mostadvantageous times, what reason have
weto fearthat such athinz isaltogether unworkabls here. In India
marketing on co.operative lines has not gained any popularity.
Even if we survey the land from Comarin to the Himalayas the
number of markstinz sacieties may banezlizible. The milk unions
and milk societies of Calcutta olfer us, howsver, example of inter.
nal marketing of a commodity that is de2mzd a necessity. Such
societies may be easily organised for every other kind
ol commodity not merely for internal marketing buat cven
for foreizn export to a certain exteat. What is required
is only a few trained men and here [ am of opinion that the
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Government should come to the aid of agriculture. If the pre.
sent officers of the Co_operative Department are not thoroughly
versed in the conduct and working of such societies a few of

them may be sent abroad to study how marketing societies are
‘worked.

Another objective to be secured i3 the improvement of
the agricultural methods so as to obtain better produce.
Here, too, Co.operation can secure the best results. A notable
instance of agricultural improvement throughco_operative effort
is the enterprise of the Jesuit Missionaries in the districts of
Chottanagapur and Orrissa, where the aborginal tribes have
been trained to carry on agricultural operations on up to-date
lines. The Panjab also with its numerous land . consolidation and
irrigation societies serves as a model of beneficial co.opeéra.
tive effort in the realm of agriculture. If these local experiences
could be utilised to general ad vantage, one aspect of the agri.

cultural problem may be considered to have been successfully
solved.

There is, however, one point moreimportant than either
credit facilities, marketing conveniences or produce betterment,
It-is nothing but the great question of the improvement of the

race. Thehealthand energy of the peasant constitutea much more

potent factor in agricultural progress than all that are mentioned
above. The Indian peasant, horn mostly in penury, broughg
up likewise in penury, and bequeathing penury and poverty to
his offspring,is ill.fed and ill-clad fromthe cradle to the grave._
He lives in the most squalid circumstances, with almost a fata .
listic resignation to his misery. The result is that the sturdy yeo_
men of ancient times, strong and sinewy, have deteriorated in
modern times into a race davoid of vitality and energy. This
13 a serious handicap which. if allowed to continue, would bring
disaster not only upon the agriculiural populaticn but upen the
whole country, the mainstay and support of which is a healthy
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and vigorous class of peasants It is, therefore, an imperative
need to instill into them the ideas of hygiene, sanitation and

personal care. This, too, is a work that could be easily and
cffectively done through Co-operative agency. The antioma..

larial societies, the house_building societies and the better living:
societies, found in some parts of India, are all examples of co_
operative effort in this line. Something of this could be adopted
to the needs of our villages here in the South also.

Thus at whatever aspect of agricultural life we look, it is
seen that Co-operation and nothing but Co_operation can raise
the peasant from the depths of his misfortune. Likewise, the
re_generation of the peasantry, and nothing but that, can secure
the pro_gr#ss of our Motherland. Let, therefore, all men and
all women, who have the interest of the country and the inte-
vest of their own bretheren at heart, come forward; let them
preach the ‘Gospel of Cosoperation’fromthe house_tops;let them
enlist themselves as members ofthe world_wide {raternity ofCo.
orerators. Andlet them think, speak and act, in a co_operative
spirit; and then they will have done their duty by their country,
it was said by the great Sea_Captain. Nelson, that England
expects every man to do his duty. No less does India, no less
does this fairland of Cochin, expect every one of her sons to do
his duty. Hcpe that we shall not be wanting at the call of the
Mothetland.

Ladies and Gentlemen, Good-bye!




Fhe Social Tufluence of the Claema.

(John P, ] ii. u. c.)

Commercialized amusements

have necessarily a very
profound influence on society.

The amusements of the people
have an influence on their character and conduct more pro.
found than many laws, The theatres, the dance_halls, the opera,
all the methods which men and women use for relievinz the
tedium of existence and satisfying the natural thirst for enter_

tainment, influence them in varying measures, Bat the movies

and talkies have become so widely popular that they
multitude of audience.

five and eleven,

attract a
On all evenings, bestween the hours of
pzople of all classzs gravitate from thsir homes

and lodzings to the theatre in astonishing numbers, For better

or for worse their intellects and imagination ace mﬂu=~ 1c=:l by
the cmuam

Now the ordinary meaas of exciting iat2n32 and thrilling

interest in the audience are adventure, crims, villainy and

romantic love in one form or aaother. Tha dirsctors sapply a

dose of poetic justice at the conclusion of a film of excitiny crimz
and sce to it that the villaia is puanished and the hare rewarded.

Thus they iasist that their film i3 hizhly moralbzcauss it teachss

that the punishment will fit the crime. Ths majirity of the aud_

;ence, who have lollowed the villaia’s wickeias3s with due

interest. will not, however, tiad any elfsctivs aatidot= ia the fact

hat he has been brought to justice. In short ths moral Izss0n
prcsented in the few concluding feet of the film will hardly offset

for them the highly immoral example of the thousands of faat of
preceding villainy.

S\
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Again romantic love whether falsz or trus has a bad in.
fluence. especially on the younger mzmbers of the audisace.
Every one knows how [alse is the romance written now a days
or current magazines. The power of the cinema hasa wider
extension in injuring the minds of younazsters than the prints.
Those who are responsible for the care of the young ouzht

greatly to deplore this tendency and do their individual and
collective utmost to discourage it.

Some students and youngsters, inlluenced by the moving
pictures, often imitate the crimes and misdeeds they see on the

screen. - Dhis is only natural. Children are intensely imitative

and for them the moving pictures bscome as vivid as if living
persons are on the sereen. And many grovia-up persons, too,
are like children in their bzhaviour. Where a bur glar i3 pict_

ured at work, breakiag open a window or blowina up a sale;

the realistic representation will often give the s spectators a very
good idea of just how the trick may ke done.  When the child
or the childish adult seces the skilful thiel at work. his own
hands begin to. itch to be doing something similar. He sces how
easy it i3 to cut out the pane of glass and to open the window
and belore lonz he may be trying the experiments in real life,

Einaily, the general elfect of all commercialized amuse-
ments is to draw both younz and old away from home and to
add to that progressive disiategration of home lifs. which is
such a serious evil of our time. They will not settle down for
just an hour of pleasant and proﬁta’ala reading. Off they go to
the theatre to spend the eveninz in the dark, looking at the
lighted screen and followinz the adventures of heaven knows

what hero or heroine in a film play iatenled to arip the fancy
and inflame the passions.

Of course, there is the other side of the picture_the good
elfectsofthe movies, not ta beoverlsoked and which are strong .
ly to their credit. For examnle thare is a decided educational
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value in good films. Current news and heroic events of distant
places, in all their pomp and splendour, are placed before us
by the medium of pictures.

Another social service rendered by the cinema is the
turnishing of wholesome amusement to huge crowds of persons.

A good cinema show is an admirable relief for the great throng
of workers from the vexations and weariness of the day. Men
and women, who have been struzgling with the harsh realities
and problems of life all through their working hours, may gain
admission at a slizht expense to a comlortable and well ven.
tilated theatre, to rest quietly and gaze on some fine and noble
picture which portrays the historic past or takes them to some
distant and beautiful land of today. They go home instructed
and refreshed with finer ideals and widened knowledge, be_
cause of the worthy entertainment,

Another service of the cinsma, not to be undervalued,

is the capacity of blending together the widely separated groups
of people. It is also a source of linking our ideas and interests

with those of other countries.

Shrewd business.men who are certainly in possession of
the facts and probabitlies. of the cinema are investing gigaantic
sums of money in it. New theatres are being built with startling
rapidity, each one larger than the last. It behoves, therefore, us
to take the ciaema seriously as a permanent influence in social
life and tosee to it, accordinz to our opportunitizs, that its infiu_
ence shall be on the sids of good. The patronage of our people
shall largely determine for good or evil the future developments
ol this gigantic social force amongst us.

A
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The College Union commenced its activities by the 3rd
week of July with the following office_bearers.

Ex-officio President .
Rev. Fr, John Palocaren M. A, (Edin) Principal.
: President.
Mr. P. Ramanathan M, A.
- Vice-President. - :
Mr. P.S. Venkiteswaran M. A.
Representatives of the Staff.
Mr. Joseph Pettah M. A:
Mr. Josepb Mundassery M. A.
General Secretary.
K. K. Marar iv u- c.
Associate Secretary.
L.;T. Nunez ii u: c,

COMMITTEE MEMBERS.

K. K, Thampan  ivu_c. Hussan Khan i u. c,

P. L. Antony et P. G, Paul =

E. A. Venugopal = K: M. Joseph =

M. V_Janardanan iii u. c, P. M, Aravindakshan i. u. c.
P. V. Ramaswamy ,, V. Mahien =~ =
T. K. Venkiteswaren ,, P. K. Hormice 5
A. K. John = K. K. Anantakrishnan

bl ]

THE INAUGURAL ADDRESS. : :
On 23rd July, Rev, Fr. John Palocaren delivered the
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inaugural address on “Education and Democracy’’ In the
course of his speech he referred to the aspirations for freedom
among youths and said that discipline was not inconsistent with
democracy. Colleges were ideal democratic institutions and the

literary union would give an impetus to the development of
democracy.

The occasion was also made use of to record condolen_
ceson the death of Mr. G. K. Chesterton, Dewan BahadurT, S.

Narayana lyer the retired Dewan of Cochin, Rev. Fr. Bertram
and Mr, C. Anthappai. Touching references, were made by

Messrs, Joseph Pettah, P. Ramanathan, Joseph Mundassery and
A. V. Sebastian,

LECTURE BY MR. T. V. RAMANUJAM.

Under the auspices of the College Union Prof. T. V.
Ramanujam of the Union Christian College, Alwaye, delivered
a lecture on ‘Youth at the Cross Roads’, Joseph Pettah M. A.
presiding. The lecturer compared the present backwardness of
India with her brilliant past. According to him, weakness of the
economic motive, untouchability and noa-vitaminous foods
were some of the causes which led to the present situation. The
central and comprehensive cause, however, was that young men
and women of India, at the cross.roads in life had begun
invariably to choose the wrong one, namely the road of selfish_
ness, or of communalism or of parochialism and not the straight
right road of nationalism. He, therefore, advized the students

to cultivate a broader outlook and wider intersst and to think of
the problems of all India,

ORDINARY MEETINGS.
3lst July 1936,

Subject—How India is building her disintezrated nationhood.
Lecturer—S. Chettur iv cl,
Chairman--Mr. P. Ramanathan M. A.
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14th Aug: ’36.

Suject— ‘LMaHoD® mg)rmaoo"l@o’
Lecturer—Govindan Namboodiri i el.
Chairman—Mr. K, Raghavan Nair.

23rd September ’36.

Subject—Capitalism better than Socialism (Debate)
Opener— K, T. Abraham iv cl.
Oposer— A. J. Augustian iii cl.

Chairman

Mr. T. J. George M. A,

K. K. Marax_’
SECRETARY.

~eeiB444 O -

GAMES & SPORTS.

(K. I. lcroo, General Captain.)

Early this year the following captains were elected:

General Captain.

Football =
Cricket =
Tennis =
Volleyball ,,
Badminton ,,
Hockey =

Football.

K. 1. Icroo

K. M. Madhava Warrier

S. Chettur

M. F, Paul

A. L, Thommunny

K. C, Joseph

P. Govindakutty Menon (nominated)

Regular practice is going on in the Palace Grounds. The
Captain is keen on selecting the College Team for the Inter_col-

legiate Tournament.

Cricket.

We began practice very early and played a Iriendly
match with the Trichur Sporting Association and won by a
narrow margin. We have been playing practice matches almost

every week,
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Volleyball,

This year there is no Volleyball for the Inter-
Collegiate Tournaments. All the same regular play is
going on. The Loyola College Team came to Trichur on a

vacation tour and they played a match with us. They gave us
a very good game and we won by taking two out of the three
games.

Hockey.

We introduced the game only this year. Stadents began
to pick up the game soon. There were some students vwho knew
the game already, We have formed a team this year and we are
competing for the Inter-collegiate Tournaments win or lose.

We played a match with some players from the town and won
by 4 goals to one.

et < B it
The Hindu Hostel.

(K. Madhava Menon 1V U, C. General Monitor)

e

The College reopened on the 15th of June and by th:
24th the Hostel was full. The strength of the Hostel is 26, of
whom [ are of the First University Class, 4 of the Second, 4 of
the Third and 7 of the Fourth, In this connection we are glad to

state that we entertain a free boarder, a student of the College,

Under the kind supervision of our respected Warden,
Mr. Joseph Pettah M. A. (Hons.), we are proud to lead a
very harmenious life in

the Hostel, on guite democratic
lines.
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We have a debating society and alternate mectings in
English and Malayalam are regularly conducted at the end of
every week. We subscribe fora few papers, including the‘Hindu'.
We are thankful to our Reading Room Secretary for getting down.
up_to.date magazines from the College Reading Room. We
play both volleyball and badminton in our Hostel Courts.

We had pleasant excursions to ‘Anappara’, to the Cent.
ral Farm’ and to the Cochin Harbour. Our hearty thanksto
the students cf the Msharaja’s College Hostel for the various
services rendered to us.

We published on the J5th of this month the first manus.
cript issue of the Hostel Magazine and we mean to bring out
two more issues of the same during the course of this year,

- To sum up, we find life in our hostel quite homely and
lively under the kind supervision of our loving Warden. And we
hope to sail smocthly to the very end.

St. Mary’s Hostel.

(A. F. Kakkappan, Genzsral Monitor.)

Admissions to the Hostel began on the !5th of June
There was such a rush of applicants that many had to be re.
fused admission for want of accomodation. There are at present
4) inmates of whom Il are Jacobites and the rest Catholics.

The Resident Warden, Rev, Fr. S. M. Thattil, i1s also
in charge of the Mess. The Catholic Inmates attend daily Mass
in the Chapel attached to the Hostel. In the field of sports we
are provided with courts only for ring tennis and badminton.
The members envince considerable interest in Games, and it is
hoped that other Games also will be introduced ere long. We
get a good supply of Papers and Magazines regularly from the



42. St, Thomas®:College-Magazine:

College Reading :‘Room; and the-fullest: advantage is:taken of
this arrangement by all the:Inmates.-

We also made:a few pleasant excursions thiz year.  One:
of them was to Ernakulam, when : we . visited . the: Maharaja’s’
College, and played a: few games: with the College veterans. -
Our thanks are due tothese friends who extended to usalf:
hospitality. Another cxcursion was to the Carmelite Monastery
at Elthuruth. The Rev. Fathers of the House gave us a cordial
welcome and showed us round their extensive gardens, explain--
ing to us the many interesting experiments they were- conduct:
ing in horticulture, .

Under . the sympathetic care and supervisioa of our-
revered Warden we are having a very happy ‘time -of it in the -
Hostel. There are few unpleasant restrictious on our freedom,
and yet perfect discipline is maintained.

COLLEGE CHRONICLE.

May 1935  Promotions: Of the 199 and 98 students of the
Junior intermediate and Junior B. A. classss, 8
and 2 respectively were detained.

University Examinations: 133 students were
sent up for the University Intermediate Exzamin_
ation, of whom 58 came out successful in all the °
Parts, the percentage of passssin Parts' 1, |1 &
111 being 51; 82 and 66 respectively. There were ™"
19 First Classes and 58 distiactions-=! in Malay.’
alam and | in Saiskrit uader Part 11; 15 in Math™
ematics, 16 in Physics and 25 ih'CHé'mistr'y‘undei'ﬂ‘
Part lll." For the B."A, Degree Examination” 55
were sent up for all'the Parts: There were 30 full
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passes (527), the percentage of passesin Parts I,
Hand Il being 72, 76 and 77 respectively. There

- were 3 First Classes; | in Sanskrit under Part II

June 12th 36.

June 16th ’36.

June 24th 36

24th June 3

3rd July ’36.

(4th in the Presidency), lin Group |.A Mathe-
matics (First in the Presidency) and | ia Group®
1_.B Mathematics(4th in the Presidency.) Also we
had 4 Second Classes:—2 in Malayalam under
Part 1 and 2 in Gr. IV_B. Economics. The First
and the Second in the Presidency in Malayalam
were [rom this College.

Admissions to the Junior Classes began.
There were 198 admissions ia . the Junior Inter.
mediate and 92 in the Junior B. A.

Regular work commsenced for the Junior
Classes. '

College re_opened tor the Senior Classes.
The strength of the College at present is 575; IV
U, Co9hHEU 2 - H U Cold-and LU &5

196.
Staff: Mr. T. R. Paraméswara lyer, B. A.

Chemistry Lecturer, who had taken one year’s
Sick Leave, died on 29th November 1935, and
Mr. K. J. Zacharias B. A,, the acting Chemistry
Lecturer was made permanent. Mr. T C. Lon-
appan B. A., Physics Demonstrator, left the Col.
lege and Mr. P. J. John B. Sc., was appointed in
his place. Mr. V. V. John M, A. (Oxon),, was
appointed as an additional Lecturer in English.
- Inauguration of the new Halls by Rt Rev.
Mgr ‘M. Edako]athur Vlcar General
St. Thomas’ Day Special services in tbe :
College Chapel for Catholnc Staff and Students in
the morning By’Rev Fr. Principal. At 5 P. M.
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Public Meeting in the Hall presided over by The
Rt, Rev. Mgr. A. Pudissery D. D., Rev. Fr.
Principal, Messrs J. Pettah ]. Mundassery and

two or three students made short speeches on the
occasion.

6th july ’36. The 15th Anniversary of H. E. Bishop
Vazhapilly’s consecration. H. E. the Bishop paid
bis annual Official Visit to the College as usual.

14th Tuly ’36. Election of Office_bearers for the Games’

_Association.
21st July '36. Olfice_bearers for the College Literary and
22nd July’ 36

Debating Society were elected. :
Inaugural Address of the Literary Union
by Fr. Principal and short references by repres.
entatives of the Stalf and Students to the late.
Dewan Bahadur T. 5. Narayana lyer,
The Rev. Fr. Bertram S. J.,
G. K. Chesterton Esqg., and
C. Anthappay Esq.
Feast of St. John Berchmans, the Patron
Saint of Rev. Fr. Principal. The celebration of
the Feast, however, was postponed owing to the
ill healih of Fr. Principal’s father.
20th Aug 36, College closed for Onam,
22nd Aug ’36 Rev Fr, Principal’s father expired at Na.
athra. The {uneral was attended by several
Members of the Staff and a large number of stud.
ents, who formed a candle-procession, escorting

the bier. A band, sent by the College Staff, was
also in attendence.

15th Aug, '36

4th Sept. "36. College re-opened alter the Onam Va-
‘ : cation.
9th Sept. '36.  First Term Examination for all the Classes
commenced.
31st Sept. '36 University Examinations ( Sept.) began.
14th Sept 36 Manager’s Day. The Staff were ‘At Home’
to the Manager.

(e
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