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THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS —

ITS PAST AND ITS FUTURE.
L. M. Pylee,. M. A, B. L.

It was a war-weary world that longed for peace in 1918,

Hour years of the most deadly sort of struggle History has ever
recorded had plunged the peoples of the world into appalling misery
and distress. Btarjing as a comparatively small incident in a corner of

__Europe —at Serajevo, the capital of Bagsnia, an insignificant state in the

Balkhan peninsula—the conflagration became widespread, and, soon,
world-wide, involving not less than thiréy nations as active belligerents.
Every form of brutal destruction human ingenuity could devise was

~ brought into play. — in these means and msthods of destruction of life,
‘property and civilisation, over land and sea—and what was more

novel, more effective and necessarily more tragic—undernecath the sea
and high in the air, the War had no parallel with anything that had gone
before. So, too, was it without a parallel in the number of peoples and
nations that were involved. “We have looked at many wars in the
course of Europe’s history—wars of kings, of generals, and of armies,”

-says a well-known author, “but never before 1914 had there been a war,

where nation rose against nation, and where all the e11g1ble men of each
couniry were called upon to serve in the army or navy.” 60 millions.
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of men fought, 8 millions were killed and over 18 millions wounded and
maimed. Millions more died of famine, disease, drowning or massacre.
Most of the nations were made almost or quite bankrupt through the
debt they wersa obliged to incur. Thousands of ships were sunk; towns
were destroyed and regions devastated to such an extent that human
civilisation seemed to be nearing extinction,

It is small wonder, then, that men and women began to talk of the
Great War as the “war to end war” and thousands of people in every
part of the world made up their minds that war should not happen
again,

There were many who were enthusiastic over this idea.  Idealists
saw in the situation the dawn of a golden era. Writers, like H.G. Wells,
visualised a glorious future close at hand, each in his own way, each
according to the bent of his imagination. And, above all, the zeal and
idealism of President Woodrow Wilson came in -time to implement the
great idea that then seemed to be fermenting in the mind of humanity.

Thus it came about that when the Peace of Versailles was conclud-
ed the most outstanding arrangement in it was the institution of a great
machinery for international peace. ~The Covenant of the Iieague of
Nations came to be embodied in the Treaty of Peace, and the aims and
purposes of this great move of international effort and co-operation
were set forth in the preamble of the Covenant.

“The High Contracting Parties,

In order to promote international co-operation, and to achieve
international peace and security

by the acceptance of obligalions nol to resort to war,

by the prescription of opey, just and honourable telations
between nations,

by the firm establishment.of the understandings of inter—

national law as the actual rule of conduct among Governments,

and by the maintenance of justice and a scrupulous respect
for all treaty obligations in the dealings of organised peoples,

Agree to this Covenant of the League of Nalions,”

A decade and a half have passed since the Covenant was thus esta-
blished; and during these filteen years the “Lieague Spirit”, that took
shape from the world’s greatest travail, has been struggling against the
counter spirit of narrow economic and political nationalism, the spirit
that had held the world in its grip ever since that large-scale emergence_
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of the sovereign nation—states, which marked the beginning of the
modern age of the history of Europe.

In spite of the high-sounding professions of the High Contracting
Parties,who swore their fidelity to the Lieague and its ideals, it is patent
that the Lieague has not been able to make much headway in its essential
purposes, though in its secondary spheres its achievements have been
great and remarkable. .

It may be recalled that, so far ago as 1920, the year in which the
‘League came into formal existence, there were disputants in Europe,
who were not inclined to abide by the Lieague’s decisions That was
apparent in the dispute between the states of Poland and Lithuania over
the possession of Vilna. Bat a glaring instance was that of Italy. An
Inter-Allied Commission was sent in 1923 for delimiting the Graeco-
Albanian frontier. The Italian representatives on the Commission were
murdered in Greek territory by some unknown persons. ~ Article 12 of
the Covenant lays down that “‘the members of the League agree that
if there should arise between them any dispute likely to lead to a
rupture, they will submit the matter either to arbitration or to
snquiry by the Gouncil.” Instead, however, of referring the matter
to the Council of the Lieague or submitting it to arbitration, Ttaly toolk
the law into her own hands and made a descent on the Greek island of
Corfu. This was an act of war, and the situation was such that it would
have dragged the whole of Burope into another war of the kind of that
of 1914. Fortunately, a compromise was effected. But the fact remained
that the League was flouted at a very eavly stage of its existence, and
that by an Original Member of the Lieague.

Nor were wanting other instances revealing the essential weakness
of the Lieague. The French statesman M. Briand began to formulate
a scheme for a “United States of Europe”. Although the proposal
did not materialise in any concrete result, it was symptomatic of an
attitnde that was not quite in harm®ny with the Lieague and its ideals,
despite the fact that the proposal was within the frame-work of the
Tieague itself. Another significant instance appeared in the question of
issuing international pass-ports arising out of the refusal of Italian
Fascists to issue to their opponents at home pass-ports to foreign
countries. A Committee of the Tieague reported in favour of the issue
of such international pass-ports. But the League had to desist from
doing this, because Italian diplomats at Geneva threatened to leave the
League should it decide to issue the pass-ports.

: But against these fdilures there is to the credit of the Leagus,
chiefly during the first ten yoars of its existence, much work that de-
_serves praise. Several disputes, like those between ['inland and Sweden
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regarding Aaland Islands, between Poland and Germany regarding Upper
Silesia, were settled by the intervension of the Lisague. The Mandate
System instituted by Article 22 of the Covenant was satisfactorily worked
under the supervision of the Lieague; financial reconstruction of Austria,
Hungary, and some other states was effected; conventions regarding
communications, tariff and commesrcial disputes were established; aad
in many instances the rights of Minorities, who were by the Peace
Treaties placed under the protection of the Iieague, were successfully
safeguarded. Besides these works of political and economic character,
the Lieague has extended its ackivities to social and hamanitarian fields.
In this connection ths Health Organisation of the Licague is parcticularly
noteworthy. Its work may be summed up wunder four headings: (L}
Intelligence work, by which information about epidemic and other
diseases that is of importance to Public Health Administration is
collected and published; (2) Scientific Researches which consist chiefly
in giving help to scientific discoverers in applying their discoveries in
practice; (3) Securing international eco-operation to combat disease and
(4) Collaboration with other departments of the Iieague's activities.

The Permanent Court of International Justice, which is the Judicial’

Organ of the Lieague, established under Article 14 of the Licague, was
instrumental in effecting muth good work. Of the many importanf and
complicated international questions settled by the Court, tha two most
serious disputes were those between Great Britain and Fraunce over
rights of nationality in Tunis and Moroceo, and between Poland and
Germany over the rights of German minorities in Poland —cases which
were settled to the satisfaction of all parties.

In spite of these achievements, the counter-current against the
“Lieague Spirit” has been strong. As time passed, even the original
enthusiasm began to wane. In one important—and, perhaps, the most
important—task enfrusted to it, the Lieague has failel—viz,, Disarma-
ment. The Catastrophe of 1914 is attributed to the race in armaments
among the nations of Europe; and Article 8 of the Covenant lays down

that “the Members of the Lieague recognise that the maintenance of

peace requires the reduction of national armaments to the lowest point
consistent with national safety and the enforcement by common action
of international obligations;” and imposes upon the Council of the
Lieague special obligation to carry out the work of Disarmament, to
which, too, the nations who had signed the Peace Treaties had pledged
themselves when they disarmed Germany in the most humiliating
manner, : : =
The problem was attacked repeatedly by the Licague, and except a
slight success in the naval field at one time, the efforts have failed, and
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Europe is again on a mad race —madder than that which preceded the
catastrophe of 1914—each nation increasing its armaments to propor-
tions that bewilder and stagger the imagination, all on the plea of mere
national self-defence, and not of any national aggression. Once again,
Europe is armed to the teeth, and the budgets of several nations reveal
the fact that they want to be armed not merely to the teeth; but to the
very crown of the head. After fifteen years of efforts of the Lieague, the
mania of the great states of the world for armaments stands out in
stark nakedness, and the human race stands on the brink of a cataclysm,
the terrors of which are beyond human visualisation.

Thus in the great task of ensuring world—peace by means of dis-
armament, the Lieague has distinctly failed, and, therefore, failed in the
most essential of the tasks for which it was brought into existence.
And the present zenith of the mania of armament or re-armament has
come on top of other tendencies, whereby the Iieague has been
flouted. Italy, as has been noted, showed from the beginning a dubious
loyalty to the Lieague and has at last been able to frighten it into
quiescence over the Abyssinian crisis. The re-militarisation of the
Rhineland, Germany’s re-armament preceding it and the withdrawal
of that power from the League’s fold are, indeed, signs of a mental
attitude that is going to give scant regard to the Lieague and its ideals;
while, far away, in the Far East, Japan is playing the part of another
Italy in flouting the Iieague in an important instance and the part of
Germany in her withdrawal from its membership. Altogether, one may
well think with pessimists that the days of the Lieague are over.

But to yield to despair would be very unwise for the human race
in the present situation. No doubt, the Lieague is crumbling before
the onslaught of the old spirit of national self-sufficiency. But that is
exactly the reason why the nations should rally round the institution
that alone can save them from the impending catastrophe. “Strengthen
the Lieague”, should be the cry ofeevery sensible man at the present
time, “Allow it not to perish, for with it shall perish the only bulwark
against the next world war; and humankind shall perish with it.”

Constructive statesmanship is, therefore, putting forward sugges-
tions to strengthen the League, so that it may be areally powerful body,
capable of preventing any breach of international peace and thereby
ensuring the conditions of orderly progress to mankind, The past has
shown where the weaknesses lie. If these could be remedied the problem
is solved. But is a solution possible ?

The Italo-Abyssinian crisis demonstrated o the world the helpless-

ness of the Lieague if a powerful Member flouted its decision and choss
2
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its own line of action. The incident has led many to think that the
League has failed. But there is another way of looking at the question.
It is not the Lieague that has failed, but the moral sense of some of the
nations of Europe, foremost among whom in this respect is the recal-
citrant and obdurate dictator-state of Italy.

In the absence of such a moral sense in international affairs as to
make nations really abhor war and rise up against anybody who breaks
international peace by aggressive war, the weapon of mere moral per-
suasion and moral pressure,upon which the Lieague has so far been rely-
ing mainly, will have to be enforced by material means. Otherwise, in a
situation like the present one, the obloquy falls upon it to the effect that
it is an organisation, helpless and impotent. It is patent that moral
forces alone are unable to restrain international anarchy in the modern
world. The history of the Papacy has amply demonstrated this. Man
is both a moral and immoral being: and so are nations. The very idea
of morality presupposes the existence of immorality. Morality is in
practice the attempt and the means to triumph over immorality. That
is always true with human beings, and s2 with haman organisations.

Nationalism is still in its vicious phase. It plays a good part up to
a certain point. Beyond that point it becomes immoral. HKuropean . - &
nationalism is in that second phase.  Beyond that phase lies the phase .
of international co-operation and harmony, the region where the Spirit
of Internationalism holds its beneficent sway. DBut it will be very long
before that stage is really reached by the nations of the world. Betwsen
that region of larger light and the region of smaller light (namaly, legiti- :
mate nationalism) there is a region of chaos, as dark as Krebus, and i 5
is through that region that mankind now seems to travel. Penetrabing
that darkness are a few rays of international spirit, the largest of which
is the Lieague of Nations and its activities, Shall even these rays be
shut out by the darkness of selfish, aggrassive, narrow nationalism, or
shall they serve to gunide mankind further towards the reign of light ?
That is the question that confronts the moral world today.

If this is to be achieved the Licague has to a great extent to change
its character.  Af present, “it is international, not super-national. It
does not impose settlements; its chief weapons are publicity of facts and
such force of persuasion as is inherent in all works of mediation.” This
character has o be modified. The Lieague, if it is to be an effective
body, has to be super-national. '

It is New Zealand that has suggested that the Lisague should have
an army with which it could back up its decisions. France and certain
other states have suggested means by which Article 16 of the Covenant
may be made more effective against the breaker of international peace.




THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 7

These proposals, no doubt, will, if accepted, go a great way to
strengthen the League. But there is one inherent weakness in the
organisation of the Iieague that makes even these steps illusory.  This
fundamental defect is generally ignored. It is a defect in the consti-
tution, and is perceived from an official statement as to by whom a
decisipn of the League is arrived at.

“As the Members of the Iieague are Statbes, thu business of the
Lieague is conducted by representatives of Governments, which are the
State executives. There can be no” Licague initiative except on the pro-
posal of one or more Governments, and no Lieague work can be accom-
plished except through the Governments, The Governments, collectively
and individually, are the responsible ILieague authorities. It is their
instrument to do what they decide it shall do. Whatever the Lieague
~ achieves is a result of inter-Governmental agreement.”

Perhaps, the secret of the Lieague’s so-called failure is to be found
in this arrangement in the constitution of the Lieague. The ILeague
AsSembly and the Council contain generally the ministers of various
Governments. Interests of their Governments arve their foremost
thought. . To arrive at g decision in world-terms, and acccrding to the

“true promptings of international spirit, is obviously next to impossible
in such bodies. If sanctions have failed against Italy, if the Tieague is
discredited over the Ttalo-Abyssinian Qusstion, if armaments and mili-
tarisation still hold sway in Europe, it is in this. constitutional defect
in the Lieague of Nations that the reason should be sought.

Here, again, it is clear, the Lieague must become super-national,
and not merely international. Liet States be the Members of the Lieagus,
but let its decisions be arrived ab, mob by ministers of Government
steeped in nationalism and its narrow interests and obsessed by ideas of
mere national safety. From such a body no real collective security can
emerge, for ministries are always suspicious of one another, and
arrangements concluded by them are at best the result of suspicious
bargainings. Above the Members of the Lieague, who are States, there

_must be-a bedy, with larger outlook than that of nationalism, and with

wider vision of international peace, whose duty it will be to come to
decisions deliberated upon by the Iieague. Here lies the crux of the

- problem. =




The Psychology of a Future Form.

C. N. Anantha Ramaiya Sastri, M.A.

A form of the fulure tense is on all fours with the present tense
{form but for a particle and rules of letter coalescence, in outward-bound,
inward-bound and double-bound verbs; in Sanskrit  This future form
has been coined from the present frrmas is evident from karishyaams
(from karomsi) and karishys (from kurve) frrms of the first person
of a double-hound verb. The reason for this future form besides another
regular one is the nature of the present tense, which, properly speaking,
can refer only to a point of time. Vedic usage, then, necessitates
-expressions like “Vidyaarambham karishyaami”, “mantra japam karishye,”
“Sandhyaam upaasishye”.

We may note the psychology of japa and mpaasanaa being
conceived as affecting oneself as shown by the inward-bound verbal
forms. As for the example karishyaamsi, the nature of vidyaa makes
it more outward-bound than inward after all. A Sanskrit stanza, when
translated, reads:

Knowledge boundless is; man’s year
Short; and obstacles severe;

Read the good books, pray! we hear:
“Swan the milk drinks —leaves the rear.

e




HER REWARD.

- (A FOLK—TALE FROM BENGAL.)

K. G. Raghavan Nair, B. A. (O1d Boy).

The sun was sinking beyond the horizon. Dark clouds were
-sweeping across the sky. The wind whistled through the palm leaves
with a protracted ghostly wail. The fary of the elements increased
-every moment.  Soon there was a heavy shower. A tornado followed.

There sat Neela in her humble cottage, her head bowed and resting

in her palms. Anguish was written on her face. Poor woman! she
~ had beea fasting all day long for the safety of her husband and had
broken her fast by drinking water in an unguarded moment. The gods,
she thought, were displeased at her offence and had roused the fury of
the storm to wreck her husband’s boat on the Ganges. Her husband
had gone out fishing. “Son, son,” she cried to her five-year-old boy,
“Mother has broken her fast and father has not returned from fishing.
Run and ask the priest what to do”. The child who had imbibed the
devout spirit of the mother ran in the wind and rain to the priest’s
house and returned with the verdict: ablution in the Ganges and kneel-
ing before the image of Kali. *Wait till the fury of the elements ahate?
1t would be too lats, too1ate”, she gasped as she madly dashed into the
rain, not caring for the wind or the spreading darkness.

The shrine of Kali stood on-the bink of the Ganges not a mile
- from the cottage door. Her spirit quailing and her limbs shivering
with cold, she ran to the Ganges to immerse herself in the holy water
and absolve herself of her sin.  She reached a quite unfrequented part
of she bank., The gandy bank gave away and she slipped into the deep
“water. As she was sinking her trembling voice could be heard clear
above the murmur of the waters: “Take me Mother Ganga, as sacrifice
and save my lord.”

‘When ghe came to herself again she was lying on the sandy bed.
The fury of the wind and the torrent had abated. But thick darkness
reigned everywhere. ~ All her recent experience dawned upon her
~memory. At firstshe tried to dismiss this as a wild and fantastic dream.
But when she made sure that it was no dream, but stern reality, she
collected all her strength and rose up. She thought of her sin and the

3
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priest’s verdict. Panic-stricken, she ran forward. How long she conti-
nued her mad race I cannot tell. Suddenly her limbs struck something
hard, and she fell headlong into a ditch. She was not injured much,.
or if she was, she did not know it. She rose up again and surveyed the
spot. To her great joy she saw herself standing near the image of Kali.
She knelt before the Mother weeping passionately and implored her to
forgive her sin and save her husband. = When she rose to her feet
she was calm. The way home was well known to her, Even in the
darkness she did not find it hard to trace it. She reached the cottage
and knocked at the door. Her husband opened the door. She fell
weeping at his feet. They were tears of joy.

‘What, reader, do you think the husband did ? Embrace her and
fondle her for her passionate devotion ?  Far from it. *“Where had
you been at this hour of the night ? Speak, devil, or T will smash your
skull. ~Who was that swine...... speak!...... speak!” thundered the
enraged husband. He kicked her out and shut the door.




Inspector Ramappa’s Discovery.
S LA X6

Inspector Ramappa was camping in the little village of Chettipala-
yam. The prospects of a huge haul of arrack and opium by an organised
and well-timed raid had lured him there with a fosse of constables.
Pulla Chetty, who was driving a thriving but illicit trade, had stolen a
march over Ramappa, and when the raid was made Pulla Chetty was
the saintliest soul on earth. He had emptied his thatched hut of all
suspicious bottles and jars. Ths Inspector; rushing into the hut with a
batch of constables on the day of the Mariamman festival, swooped with
gleaming eyes upon bottles of what looked like toddy. Pulla shivered
in his tracks, and Ramappa’s nostrils seemed to breathe fire. Dreams
of an Assistant Commissionership and his feet upon a number of Circle
Inspectors filled the huge bulk of his head. Corks popped out one by
one, and the massive, experienced nose went from bottle to bottle as a
dog scents out dirt. His face fell as he smelt only old, nasty butter-milk,
The hut was turned upside down, but not a tittle of evidence could ha
secure against Pulla Chetty.

Ramappa felt like a tiger baulked of his prey. He poured the vials
of his wrath on the heads of the poor constables, calling them dogs and
asses. He deposiced himself in a rickety, old chair, the very best that
the licensed vendor of the village could provide him with.

“Be blasted!” he bellowed at the poor fellow, standing respectfully
with his right hand over his mouth.  The Inspector palled vigorously
at_his cheroot, stroking in a disgruntled manner his full serjeant-major
moustache  His respectable belly shot out with all the fury of a burst-
ing vol:ano. His h2ad glinted like a mirror in the sunlight that filtered
in through the crevices of the roof, and his legs dangled loosely beneath

him. .
: “Phew! The earth is going dry. Not a single case this month”
_ said he, asking his clerk to fill up the diary. The clerk paused when he
came down to the column, “Where stayed at night ?”

“Here, man, where else?”’” The Inspector snorted.

A constable, who stood by, believed in the honesty of official docu-
ments. He thought the Inspector’s B enIoTy must have erred.

“But, sir, you were away from camp.’

Ramappa glared at the poor man like an infariated brute, bula on
second thoughts calmed himself.

Ramappa paced up and down the dirty shed which had housed cows
but now served for his camp. The smell of dry cow-dung and hay
invaded his nostrils. The Inspector’s face was a study in disgust and
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despair. A village school-master was now ushared into his augnst
presence.  The school-master was heartily sick of his profession, and
had become the favourite of Kxcise-men. Out of school, he was per-
petually nosing about for the breakers of the Liaw. He could hardly keep
the wolf from the door by bawling out to infants in the school-room,
but his vigilance on behalf of the Excise authorities fetched him a
good bit of money.

“Well, master, what’s going now?” asked the Inspector with some
faint hope.

“Nothing doing, sir. The village has gone chicken-hearted = None
of the daring of twenty years back.”

Ramappa’s mind went back two decales to an adventurous, risky
raid he had made as a Sub-Inspector with the help of the school-master,

“Men have become worthless cowards, sir.  Women have stepped
into their shoes. There are things to be done.”

The mention of women touched a weak spot in the Inspectrr, and
his thick lips went wet all over.

“Good things, eh?”

“I am sirry, sir... not thab... T mean...nob that. A good drivein
your way.’ ;

“Ha, ha, ha!” Ra.ma,poa. shook with laughter. “That's capital. This
evening, then?”’ =

“Yes, sir. Mighty fun into the bargain”

The school-master had all the devices of disgnise ready to hand.
Ramappa’s hips puckered with a smile of satisfaction as he surveyed s
friend metamorphosed 1nto a pseudo-eaint, grey all over with sacred
ashes, clothed in red tattered robes, wearing a matted beard, and carry-
ing a staff curvel like w serpent.

“Follow me at a distance, sir. You are not known where we go.”

Ramappa saw that the plans were all very good.

With a turkey-cap and a lundi the Inspector was the very plcturs
of ferocitv. fit to scare babes into silence.

“Ram! Rim! Sita Ram! = Alms, alms, alms for a beggar,” cried a
ganyasi before a neat little hut.

A womin came out grumbling at the brood of beggars, with a
handful of rice. She lookad too young for her age. She was on the
wrong side of forty, but not yet out of the run.

“I come from afar, fatigued and foot-sore,” the beggar’s voice
faltered mosb appealingly. He looked a meaningful look and thrust a
two-anna piece into her hand. g

She stood hesitating. Her mother, a crony of a.bout seven and
seventy, shouted a warning from inside. But she made assurance

o
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doubly sure, and calling out to her son, asked him to bring that jar.
The fellow brought it, and she threw a pellet of opium to the beggar.

Ramappa, watching all the time from behind the fence, came rush-
ing like a bull-dog and seized the boy with the jar. A Sub-Inspector
and some constables followed like hounds to the sound of a whistle. The
crony made a sign to her daughter, who would have flung away the
money in her hand; but at a signal from the school-master Ramappa
caught bhold of her. She kicked and struggled and screamed. She in-
voked all the fires of hell on the sinner who touched an innocent
woman.

“Y¥ou ara a woman to be touched,” said the Inspector, holding her
with a two-fold satisfaction. He wrenched the money from her hand
and let go of her.

Ramappa seated himself with a noisy sigh of relief on the floor.
He had made a haul the like of which he had seldom known before. He
volleyed the boy with question after question.

“Name ?”

“Suppu.”

“Age?”

“Twenty.”

“Profession?”

“Helping mother.”

The Inspector roared with laughter.

“Mother’s namer”

“Venkamma,”

- “Father’s name?” Here the boy gulped.

“Hey, come on,” said the Inspector.

“Must I say that?”

“Sure, sure, you must.”

“Suppan married my mother.”

The boy was a congenital idiot, bat he had a name for honesty.

“You are his son?” querried the Inspector.

“I don’t know. They say I am an EXxcise Sub-Inspector’s son.”

They could hardly repress their laughter, the poor constables.
Ramappa was not within bounds, but he proceeded out of curiosity.

“Know anything about that man?”

“Not much, sir. He was a big, clumsy man, people say. I never
saw him, sure. It was before I was born. Mother says he was a needy
man. As he had no money he gave my mother a pair of gold teeth.”

«Ramappa gave a queer look and asked his men to let him alone
with the boy a minute or two. :

“Yes, sir, two tieeth of solid gold a nice pair that would fit the gaps

. 40 your mouth.” .

4
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The Sub-Inspector chuckled as he heard this, retreating. He said:

“You are an idiot.”

“Yes, sir. They say I have the brains of my father. Suppan was
a sensible man. He died two years back.”

Ramappa swallowed this with a blink. It reminded him of one of

his peccadilloes as a Sub-Inspector serving in that range. It reminded
him of devious by-lanes, of a dark night when he had stumbled and

fallen. It reminded him of those two gold teeth, detached by the fall.

which he had put into his pocket. He had squandered those two precious
things on that night.
“Get away, scoundrel!” said the Inspector, all fire and brimstone.

He joined his men and told the Sub-Inspector that the matter had better

be suppressed as the boy was a drivelling idiot aud his mother miserably

poor. The constables had a good and unusual baksheesh. The school-

master pocketed his reward, this time out of Ramappa’s privy purse
“Well, master, let those people alone.”
The school-master and the Sub-Inspector pulled long faces at each
other, The quality of mercy had been strained. Inspector Ramappa
moved on to his headquarters the very next day.
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The Consistency of Shakespeare’s Characters.
(K. S. Iyer, B. A.—O0Ild Boy)

Shakespeare’s characters in general are complex : that is, there are
two sides to their individuality. Consistency of characterisation is
common enough, even in the works of minor playwrights. Ben Jon-
son’s Brainworm may change his habits and perambulate incognito; but
he is the same in whatever place and in whatever disguise he appears.
On the other hand, the active and resourceful Celia of the court pales
into the ‘weaker vessel’ in the fores, and the mournful Rosalind of the
court glows up into the saucy but exquisitely feminine tomboy that
we know. The ‘Serpent of the Nile’ blossoms into a paragon of faithful
love. The characters are the same; but they adapt themselves to their
wvicissitudes and lose their original complexion.

This seeming inconsistency arises from two sources. It is not con-
ceivable that the great dramatist has, without sufficient excuse, courted
inconsistency in perference to the rule and line of dramatisation. The
first thing that attracts us in Shakespeare, as has often been said, is the
human nature that is represented so unerringly in his characters.
Human nature, in his own words, has no ‘visible bounds’ set to it.
It has no settled sphere within which alone it can work. A dramatist
who would sacrifice every rule of dramatisation rather than mar
the humanity of his characters, cannot but take note of the changes
that occasionally ‘invert the natural order of things.” KEagy it is to be
unprecedented in a limited sphere, but it is hard to be transcendent in
=an unlimited sphere: and undoubtedly, the second is the better of the
two. Adherence to rules is not the rafionale of dramatisation. Rules
may guide the dramatist; but they do not make the best. And when
human nature which has in fact “no visible bounds set to it” is checked
by the judicial processes of certain eXulting formulators, that nature,
unaccustomed to such barriers, at _once belittles them and fries to
achieve the best outside of them and in defiance of them. This is what
Shakespeare has shown by his works

Therefore, if in keeping pace with human nature ‘in its natural
course and in its ordinary haunts’ Shakespeare boldly trespasses the
limits, he commits no crime against his art; and if his trespass gives rise
to the various inconsistencies which as a whole do not invert the objects
of the author, these inconsistencies can be dismissed lightly. Thus much
has been said,not to justify Shakespeare's shortcomings(which, of course,
there are) in his art, but to prove that a dramatist can, without being
bound by fixed rules, scale the heights of his art. The apparent incon-
sistency of Shakespeare’s characters is thus partly due to the staunch

. “faith he evinces in human nature.
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The second cause for this, is the change that Shakespeare effects in
the characters, when he follows another author for the plot. If the plot
and characters and all that go to form a drama were Shakespeare’s own,
there would have been no ground for inconsistency of any kind.
Though Shakespeare, as dramatist, could set aside all the obstacles that
might have cowsd the spirit of an ordinary dramatist, Shakespeare, as a
man, had to observe certain ‘bye-laws’ which alone could give him a
standing in the prejudiced atmosphere of the times. If he wanted to be
sheltered from the brazen piracy of histim3s,he had to seek the protection
of a patron. Had Shakespeare lived in the times of Johnson, his youth-
ful intrepidity might have been as pronounced as Johnson’s in defying
patronge and delivering authorsfrom the evils adjunct thereto. But in
the times of Shakespeare, a player had to please his king, his patron, and
his audience on peril of his life and reputation.

M acbeth was written in the time of King James, who, taking pride
in the remoteness and lustre of his linsage, balieved that Banquo was
his ancestor. If Shakespeare had strictly followed the account he found
in Holinshed of the character.of Banquo as the accomplice of Macbeth
in murdering Duncan and the sole cause for the elevation of Macbeth,
Shakespeare would undoubtedly have had to blacken the character of
Banquo, the reputed ancestor of James I, and if Shaksspeare’s faith in
Holinshed’s account had been carried into dramatic practice he would
have had, to all intents and purposes, to incur the displeasure of his
sovereign and thereby lose the great esteem in which he was held among
the populace. In order, therefore, that he might not risk his position
and reputation, he altered all that went$ to disgrace Banquo. But tratk™
must out, even if enclosed air-tight. Hence arises the complexity in the
nature of Banquo. At one time he seems to advise Macbeth not to
slip into the pitfalls before him, and the sams advice conveys to the
shrewd reader another idea about Banquo: that he is helping himself
under the pretext of helping Macbeth. Bith these aspects are of the
same importance in the play; but the ensuing difficulty in the conception
of hig character is that one aspect is prominent at one time and the
other aspect at another time, so that the confusion of these aspects
renders the character inconceivable.

Thus the principal sources of the inconsistency have been proved to
be (i) Shakespeare’s adherence to human nature as the leading principle
in the formation of characters, and (i) the occasional and necessary
changes he makes in characterisation to satisfy the need of his times,
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Gilbert Keith Chesterton.

(By A. K. G. Nair.)

On December 13, 1784, the members of the famous Literary Club
were plunged into deep sorrow when they heard of theloss of Dr. John-
-gon, their “Gaide, Philosopher and Friend.” Boswell records that Gerard
Hamilton, a friend of his; said in the fulness of his heart: “He has made
a chasm which not only nothing can fill up but which nothing has a
tendency to fill up—Johnson is dead—Liet us go to the next best—there
is nobody; no man can be said to put you in mind of Johnson.” DBut
the death of the great Literary Dictator touched tenderly then no wider
circle than a coterie. A century and a half of British commerce and
territorial expansion has made a difference. The sudden death of Gilbert
Keith Chesterton is felt deeply by his personal friends and relations,

~ but no less deeply by English readers all the world over. And we feel
about him what Hamilton felt about the great Augustan.

The comparison is n2t casual, If Chesterton had no Boswell it is
because literary flunkeyism (with deference to the great biographer) died
with the 18th century. Both were Olympians. If the Doctor had a
“large and well-formed figure” with a “countenance of the cast of an
ancient statue,” Chesterton was no less ponderous, with a fine respect-
able belly, betokening the most hearty enjoyment of life, a pugnacious
countenance worthy of the sharp intellect. The most orthodox and
staunch adherent to the High Church of England, Johnson’s fear of God

_ —and purity of mind were unquestionable. So Chesterton’s moral worth
was great, and though his religious principles were Catholic both agreed
at bottom as to the fundamental fellow-feeling of religion. It is
worth mentioning that the dogmas of the High Church did not blind
Johnson to greatness wherever it resided, for Boswell records his hero’s
regard for some Catholic celebrities of the day. Chesterton was so far
a Catholic as to say that the only solution for the evils of the world is
the Catholic theology, but he could understand, if he could not appreciate,
the Puritan and the Quaker point of view. The real point of contact,
however, between the 18th century Colossus and the 20th century one
is that sturdy commonsease with which they viewed men, manners and
letters. Johnson’s critical judgment, at least as regards literature, was
restricted inevitably by 18th century ideals; Chesterton’s outlook was
coloured by Catholic pre-possessions.

. We should not press the comparison too far. While Johnson was
austere and formidable in his tastes, the greatest indulgence of which
was perhaps a few cups of tea or a hearty pinch of snuff, Chesterton

_wasfull of the zest of life, He could eat a Christmas turkey and
: 5
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smack his lips, drink a few glasses of beer and crave for more. The
desire for the liquor does not necessarily indicate an alcoholic tendency.
“Liet a man walk ten miles steadily on a hot summer day along a dusty
English road, and he will soon discover why beer was invented.” Dr.
Johngon, t00, had drunk wine in his day, but later he turned a water-
drinker, He did not perceive any warmth or benevolence in a man who

: drinks wine. When Sir Joshua remonstrated with him in defence of
the stimulating drink, he dismissed him brusquely: “I won’t argue any
-more with you, Sir. You are too far gone.” Chesterton was expansive
and irrepressible in company; the geniality of his great proto-type’s
spirits was tempered by a religious sombreness which found expression
now and then. :

Chesterton’s tastes were catholic, and he had a strong sense of
personal identity. Tiondon may be the smokiest, dirtiest city in the
world, But to him the city is the most amusing and the most amused.
He is offended if he is not called a Cockney humourist. He prides
himself upon being a Cockney, for Dickensand Chaucer were Cockneys.
He would even admit he is not one, in the sense that he was not fit for
that celestial honour. “In some strange world beyond the stars T may
become af last a Cockney humourist  In that potential paradise I may
walk among the Cockney humourists,if not an equal,at least a companion.
I may feel for a moment on my shoulder the hearty hand of Dryden
and thread the labyrinths of the sweet insanity of Lamb.” From Dryden
to Liamb is a far cry, and it is evidence enough of Chesterton’s enthu-
siasm and breadth of interest in literature.

There were many things which Chesterton could not countenance—
and he used all the resourcesof his wit and logic to crush these.
Carlyle had, before him, burnt up cant and hypocrisy in a terrific bon-
fire. Chesterton has none of his fire-breathing nature or prophetic
rage, nor the help of the ponderons and crushing machinery of his

S - language. Nevertheless, his wit flashes as bright as steel, and does its
= = work. He gives short shrift *to squealing humanitarianism and
= snivelling sentimentalism. He attacks Shaw for saying that Christ-
mas was invented by poulterers. His feet are on solid earth, and he
would not risk his happiness by worrying about the sensitiveness of
animals to pain. “Whether the turkey whish Scrooge gave to Bob
Cratchit had experienced a lovelier or more melancholy career than
- that of less ‘attractive turkeys is a subject upon which I cannof even
conjecture. But that Scrooge was better for giving the turkey and

Cratchit happier for getting it I know as two facts, as I know that T have

two legs, What life and death may be to a turkey is not my business,

but the soul of Scrooge and the body of Cratchit are my business.”

From the manner of saying this, Chesterton is dreadfully serious. Does

=
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Christianity dismiss the dumb creatures of God with such scorn?
Whether Shaw is right or Chesterton is for casuists to answer. Chester-
ton puts his point of view inimitably, and we are with him for the time
being. : '

%f the scientific spirit of the day Chesterton is frankly sceptical,
and he attacks all unhealthy manifestations of it. He is a strong anti-
vivisectionist, though he attaches little importance to animals. That is
the paradox of his thought, yet quite understandable. “ I am against
cruel vivissetion as I am against a cruel anti-Christmas asceticism, be--
cause they both involve the upsetting of existing fellow-ships and the
shocking of normal good feelings for the sake of something that is in-
tellectual, remote and fanciful.” Vivisection is a necessary evil. Of
course, Chesterton wants his physician to tell him what is wrong with
his system; and the interests of humanity he prizes so much, require
that some animals should be hurb. A close analysis may thus sometimes
reveal a contradiction in his thoughts, but his heart is always in the
right place.

Though conservative in his habits and convictions, he can under-
~stand the point of view of those who denouncs, heartily, old institutions.

“How far they are justified or wise is another question. ~But what he

diglikes is the half-hearted and feeble attitude of people towards old
things: “We respect the gentleman who takes off his hat to the lady;
we respect the fanatic who will not take off his hat to the lady. But
what should we think of the man who kept his hands in hig pockets
and asked the lady to take his hat off for him' because he felt tired?”

_ «~—, He found that Englishmen have sometimes not the courage of their
convictions. He attacks jingoism, however it is manifested, and En-
glish patriotism which exaggerates the glories of English athletes.
English individualism went to the extent of supposing that Waterloo
was won on Eton playing-fields. Bub he dismisses this fond traditional
faith of the higher Englishman lightly: “It was absurd to say that
Waterloo was won on Efon cricket-fields. DBut it might have been
fairly said that Waterloo was won on the village green where clumsy
boys played a very clumsy cricket. And it isa bad sign in a nation
when such things are done very well, for it shows that only a few ex-
perts and eccentrics are doing them, and that the nation is merely
looking on.”

Believing firmly in the dogmas and creeds of the Roman Catholic
Church, he mocks at “modernism”, the pretentiousness of the Modern
Age, which, priding itself on its advances in intellectual conquests,
questions faith and religion. He concedes to reason its proper place;
“but, to him, “modernism” is rotten because of it snobbishness. “To

introduce into philosophical discussions a sneer at a creed’s antiquity is
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like introducing a sneer at a lady’s age. It is caddish because it is irre-
levant.” Physical science has valuable contributions to make to the
welfare of humanity and Chesterton recognizes its value. But “ it is
like simple addition, it is either infallible or it is false.,” Outside its
own province it blunders. In matters of faith, science has nothing to
do. Replying to a book “New Theology and Applied Science” he
writes in his essay “Science and Religion”; ‘“How could physical
science prove that man is not depraved? You do nof cut a man open
to find his sins. You do not boil him until he gives forth the unmis-
takable green fumes of depravity. How could physical science find any
traces of a moral fall? What traces did the writer expect to find? Did
he expect to find a fossil Eve with a fossil apple inside her? Did he
suppose that the ages would have spared for him a complete skeleton of
Adam attached to a slightly faded fig-leaf?” Whether one agrees with
Chesterton or not it is=impossible to.resist him. If he cannot destroy
his adversary with higilogic he thruasts at him with the rapier of his wit.
There is hardly any branch of literature Chesterton has not touched;
. but his most characteristic instrument of expression is the essay. From
the brevity and reasoning of Bacon’s essays to the intimate personal
touch and the imaginative wealth of Liamb’s the distance is immense; it
is hard to recognize the form itself. Chesterton’s essays are the most
intimate revelation of his personalitv and philosophy. He transformed
the essay into a powerful weapon of offence, and developed a crushing
technique. He touches -every subject under the sun (Tremsndous
Trifles, All Things Considered, A Shilling for My Thoughts). We do
not find in his essays the happy inconsequence of Lamb going from — _
thought to thought apparently unrelated. That would not have served
his purpose. He does go from thought to thought, but solders them
together with his relentless logic. To change from Lamb to Chesterton
is like leaving pleasant woodlandsewith the lazy murmur of brooks, the
rustling of leaves and the songs of birds for a village smithy where a
furnace is fanned and a bulky smith wields a ponderous hammer beating
distorted irons into their old shapes. Every sentence acts like an acid
or an Etna flame. Of an Optimist he says: “He is the Jingo of the
Universe; he will say, ‘My Cosmos, right or wrong '—He will not
wash the world but whitewash the world.” The cumulative force of
his reasonings drives home his truths. The total impression of any of
his essays is that of a work of art which, if not magnificent, is certainly
perfect. He wields his sentences as Pope wields his heroic couplets.
Chesterton’s versatility is astonishing., He writes brilliant essays
on trifles, gives the merriest fantasy in “Napoleon of Nottinghill”,
- wonderful poetry of action in “Liepanto,” most amusing comic verses,
and produces shrewd critical judgments in “The Victorian Age in Lite=
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rature” and “Browning”. From the lilt and vigour of—

Strong gongs-groaning as the guns boom far,

Don John of Austria is going to the war,

Stiff flags straining in the night blasts cold,
In the gloom black-purple, in the glint old-gold
(Liepanto)

‘to his uproarious witticism on the Prohibitionist:

He makes a Dazed Darwinian sigh:

The past was beastly ignorance:
But I feel a little funky,

To think I’'m further off from heaven

Than when I was a monkey—
‘the change seems so easy and natural. >

Such a remarkable man was Chesterton, familiarly known as

G. K. C. To be known thus is given to few writers. True, he has no
new philosophy to offer us. But he could put his point of view in a
new light, and the brilliance of his wit and language served him well.
Nor has he the prophetic vision of Wells: To him the moral progress
of the world can only be vig Rome. In intellect Shaw is, perhaps, his
superior; he is certainly more devastating. But the matter with Shaw
is his biting cynicism that weakens all joy of life. Literary worship
tolerates Shaw when he calls us asses or throws away in disgust an
-album of autographs a fond admirer has handed to him. G. K. C, was
at the opposite pole. He was genial and benevolent, scattering smiles
--and laughter wherever he went. With Johnsonian humour he once
nade fun of himself: “I look upon myself as one of those monsters or
abortions brought forward in our time to warn people how far con-
solidation might go.” He was a rare phenomenon of good-will and
-cheer.




The Boss in a Fix.
( P. Janardhanan Pillay—I U, C.)

A spectacled and respectable officer was sitting with his eyes
glued to the miscellaneous mass of papers spread out on the table.
The extreme heat of the sun had made him take off his coat and hang
it on the back of his chair. The fan was working and the lights were
on. A bell rang clamorously in the ’phone. “Who the devil is it 2~
said he to himself.

He went to the ’phone, put the receiver to his ear, and began
speaking:

“Hallo! May I know who it is.—What? You! What do you
want? Anything wrong ? "—Dangerous! What the devil—! Coming
directly. ”

The panic-stricken officer did not stop to hear the rest cf the mes-
sage, He hurried straight o his house, leaving the office-room un-
guarded, and without even putting on his coat.

Several unpleasant thoughts arose in hig mind. He was puzzled.

*Come soon ? Dangerous ?” said he to himself in alarm, “What
is it ? Whence is the danger ?” He muttered these querries to
himself again and again. He had trudged half a mile before he knew
where he was going. A few paces more took him to his house. He
entered the room and found the servant waiting at ‘the foot of the
stair-case.

*“ What has happened ? What is the dangercus thing?”

The servant with a catchin his throat began, “The Mistress iS.c....

“ Yes, what bas happened to the mistress ? Where is she ? What
18 she doing ? "—were the next questions hurled at him,

S hetis. s she is mad, Sir.........

Without waiting to hear mord he whipped upstairs and entered her
room. The tables and chairs wepe lying in an awful mess and some
of them were broken. But the officer did not notice that. He wenf
straight to his wife saying, “ What has bhappened to you, my dear ? "
A furious rush towards him was the reply. He was alarmed, but exa-
mined her face closely. She was very pale; her facc was set; her hair
hung wild and dishevelled about her shoulders. She prodded her cat
-with the knife and began kissing it. She was mad; there was no doubt
about that. But how did it all come about? The officer was frightened
very much, =

He ran to fetch a doctor; in a few minutes he was telling the
doctor, *“ Will you be kind enough to come home with me? My wife is-
mad.” They started for the house immediately, On the way the
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doctor put many questions about his wife’s madness. But the officer
was too much upset to say anything, They reached the house, went
upstairs and entered the room. To their surprise, they saw her smiling
gaily at them. They fancied that there was something sinister in her
smile. She must be mad. But—she said playfully: “ To-morrow we
have the rehearsal at the Liadies’ Club. I have to take the role of a mad
woman, you know. T just tried to see if I could act well and make the
audience feel that I am really mad. Now I find I can, for all of you
believed that I was really mad.”

The doctor burst into a roar of laughter. But the officer looked
foolish and uncertain, He glanced at her furtively still suspecting that
she was not in her senses. He had not the courage to approach her
and talk to her, the whole of that day.




A Short Survey of the Economic Condition of Travancore.
(CONTINUED.) :

Kuncheria T. Marattukulam B. A, (Old Boy).

1V. Industry,

The chief handicaps to the development of industries in Travancore
are the lack of capital and the shyness of people tio invest it in industries.
The most important manufacturing industries that are now in existence
are cocoanut oil milling, coir, tile, hydro-electric, cotton, sugar,
paper, rubber, etc. :

COCOANUT
AND SUGAR (See pages 107 to 109 of Vol. X No. 2 of the Magazine.)

Tiles of various kinds are produced in various parts of the counfry.

The industry is thriving where building stone is not easily

TILES  accessible. Harrison and Orossfield is the leading tile
manufacturing factory in Travancore.

Another industry of importance which is meant to render immense

service to the industrial development of the country as

- HYDRO- a whole is the Hydro-electric work of Pallivasal. It

- ELECTRIC. is expected to supply power for the whole of Travancore
very shortly.

The industry that ought to be urgently developed in Travancore is
the Cotton industry. It is a necessity. To-day the country is almost
eutirely dependent on Liancashire, Japan, Bombay and Madura produsts:
The only large scale manufacture worth mentioning is the A. D. Cotton

-mill of Quilon. There is coftage weaving in Kobtar,
COTTON. Eranniel and other places. With the introduction of

electric power numerous cotton mills can be established.
Though Travancore is not suited for the cultivation of cotton plant,
yet she can easily get the raw material from the eastern adjacent dis-
tricts of Br. India and can manufacture it here. If Japan can import
raw material from outside, especially from India, and can export manu-
factured goods to India and even to European countries, and dump
the cotton markets of the world, why should Travancore not success-
fully manufacture at least for its own consumption ?

Travancore forests are famous for bamboo and other raw
materials that are well suited for the production of paper.

‘But in spite of this abundant supply of raw material theonly
PAPER paper manufacturing mill is the Punnalloor Papsr Mill

This industry also deserves considerable attention from the
" public since there is every scope for development. G

-
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Travancore is producing a huge quantity of rawrubber and is
sending it to European countries, where it is manu-
RUBBER. factured into finished products and sent back to the East.
Seeing the abundance of the cheap raw material at home,

Government have recently started a Rubber Factory at Trivandrum.
Though 25 7, of the population is engaged in industry most of
them are agriculturists as well as industrialists, that is, engaged in cottage
COTTAGE industries during leisure ti.mes.. The agricultu-
INDUSTRIES rists are not engaged in their farms throughout
the year. They look upon the slack
season as the time for recreation, marriage and litigation. The only way
by which a small farmer can keep oubt of debt is by having a
gecond string to his bow. This ig the experience of the small holder all
over the world, In Japan, the rearing of silk worms is an important
supplementary rural industry. Each country has its own rural industry.
Dairy-farming and poultry are the chief rural spare-time occupations

worth adopting here.  Apart from these, the following rural industries

may also be mentioned: fruit-growing, market-gardening, bee-keeping,
mat-making, bamboo and cane-work, soap-making, pottery, oil pressing,
toy-making, wood work, embroidery, ivory works, fishing and, above
all, hand-spinning and weaving. Mr. C. Rajagopalachari,writing about the
Charka in his memorandum submitted to the Royal Commission on
Agriculture, says, * Hand-spinning is the only occupation that can fill
the spare hours of the rural population, if we take into account the
limited skill and knowledge of the people and the necessary conditions
-of any spare-time occupation, namely, that it should be simple, easily
learnt, and capable of being taken up and put aside at any time so that
it may not interfere with the main occupation.”

“One of the fundamental causes of the economic backwardness of
India is the high price that Indian tfaders, manufacturers and culti-
vators have got to pay for the use of capital. The high rates of interest
obtaining in this country make the cost of production high and leave
the entrepreneur, be he mill-owner, handicraftsman or farmer, such a
small margin of profit that there is no great incentive to increase pro-
duction” (Dr. P. J. Thomas). Another cause of the economic back-
wardness is the shyness of capital which is rather due to the lack of
appropriate channels for investment than to any deep-rooted antipathy
towards liquid investments.

Since labour in Travancore is cheaper than in other industrial
cenjtes of India, there is every possibility of improving the industrial
production, By a steady increase of the number and output of the
-cotton mills, at least the demand of the home market can be satisfied.
" - Since a policy of protection has been accepted by the Government of

' 7
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India, other important commodities of import like sugar, paper, rubber
etc., can be produced.

Travancore is bighly in need of industrial banks on the German,

or Japanese or Indian model. The financial requirements of the cottage
INDUSTRIAL %)ndustries are most-ly short term credits apd rrf?Jy
BANKS e met by Co-operative banks that are now in exis-
tence. Organised industries, however, need both
short-term and long-term funds. The former arerequired for meeting cur-
rent expenses like the payment of wages, and the latter for the construction
" of factories and the purchase of machinery, etc. The existing Commercial
or Joint-Stock Banks are unwilling to advance even short-term credits
to industrial business. They are mainly concerned, especially from
the beginning of the depression, with advancing loans on the security of
gold. :

In Germany industrial banks finance the industries, while the
commerical banks take little interest in financing industries. But in
most of the continental countries, the Joint-Stock banksstill continue
to be the middlemen between investors and industries. The chief fea-
ture of the Japan industrial banksis that they ave both industrial
and commerical banks with a highly paid-up capital, but they rely for
their working funds mainly on the issue of debentures up fo ten times
their paid-up capital. But those who regard the industrial bank asa
panacea for all our industrial difficulties should bear in mind the follo w-
ing remarks of Riesser, a German Economist: “It was not the banks
that brought about the industrialization of Germany, but certain ele-
mentary economic causes working with irresistible force”.

The Indian Joint-Stock banking is conspicuoas for its failure to

assist the industrial development of the country. That place is taken
up by the Managing Agency System. Some of the successful firms of
managing agents in India arrange or themselves provide the financial
requirements of the industries under their management. Thus Messrs.
Martin and Co. are the financial agents of 13 Indian tea-estates in
Bengal. The Managing Agent is an individual or group of individuals.
with strong financial resources, who does the preliminary work of
research and experiment precedent to the starting of new concerns,
form and promote Joint-Stock companies, act as their financier or
guarrantors and generally manage their business. A notable instance-
of such a concern which has turned itself into a managing agency is.
the Tata Sons, Litd,, especially with reference to the Tata Iron and
Steel Company, the Tata Hydro-Electric Company, the Indian Cerent

Company, etc. Indeed, most of the big'cotton mills and jute mills,.
iron and steel works, tea gardens, and the greater number of the ele--

ctric supply companies and light railways in India are established and-

-
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controlled by managing agents. Such a managing agency system is
desirable to increase the industrial production of Travancore.

“Economic History shows that the spread of various t*ades and
manufactures in different countries has taken place by no “natural”
process, and that “artificial” factors, such as governmental encourage-
ment, the emigration of skilled artisans, the social and political organisa-
tion of a ccuntry, have been of large, often dominant, effect. 1t would
be absurd to apply to the conditions of medieval and early modern
times a theciy of natural advantages and of settled differences in com-
parative costs. On the other hand, the lesson of history seems to be
that other modes of encouragement have been more effective than
protective duties, such as rational education, free industry, abatement
of social barriers, promotion of invention by patents and trade marks”.
Taussig. Hence state-encouragement is highly essential for the
acccmplishment of all these factors. What the state ought to do is
not to start and conduct industries, but rather to give en-
couragement to the existing ones and to give facilities to start new ones.
To give bounty to industries that are running at a loss is the best way
of improving industries. In this matter the example set by the Govern-
ment of India to the Tata Iron and Steel works is worthy of imitation.
Such helps induce capitalists, Joint-stock banks and managing
agencies to start, encourage and patronize industries.

Benefits of Industrial Development.

The benefits which will accrue to Travancore from industrial de-
_velopment are so obvious as scarcely to need formal statement. An
adequate development of industries will remove the excessive concentra-
tion of the productive energies of the people on one single oeccupation,
namely, agriculture. Industrial development will increase the national
dividend, which will raise the standard.of living, efficiency and hence
the productive capacity. It will impreve the taxable capacity of the
people and will enable the state *to finance schemes of national
regeneration. Industrialization will, further, go a long way towards
supplying a solution for the serious problem of middle class un-
employment which to-day exists on a distressingly large scale. Young
men will be relieved frem the necessity of depending exclusively on
government service or a few over-stocked professions such as law,
medicine and teaching. Hence a speedy industrialization of the

. country is a desideratum.

£




Howling.
By-5-1=€ I Class)

Howling in class is one of the delectable experiences of student-
life. It is a pity that teachers do not as a rule see the fun of it. They
seem to think that howling is associated with malice, impudence, ill
breeding, and what not. They argue that howling is a bestial occupa-
tion because very often they have heard jackals howl; and drawing no
distinction between the instinctive act of the animal and the voluntary
one of the human being, they labour to put a stop to it. With jackals
they have reason to be angry; because, as you know, these beasts are
without any diserimination, and often carry away a fowl belonging to
the chief lecturer in English as complacently and with as little compun-
ction as they would the property of a mere peasant. But that is no
reason why they should hate howling per se.

Howling is twice blest: it blesseth him that howls and him that
does not howl. It lets off the extra steam of the exubsrant and puts
new life into the anaemic. After a long and prosy lecture, and often
in the midst of if, howling cheers the bored spirit and whats the jaded
attention. It is of special help to some of our friends who are of a noc-
turnal habit. Having burned the mid-night oil and “out— watch’d the
Bear”, they would settle down for a quiet nap in some corner of the
class, unmolested by the penetrating eye of the teacher. But howling
makes them sit up suddenly, and serves them right by putting them
into a state of gaping belwilderment. Their inquirinzg look this way -
and that, and muttered “what? what?”, are to their neighbours a source

- of never-failing pleasure.
Our teachers, I am sure, were not sfrangers in their time to the
_ pleasure of howling. And, surely, is it not a frifle mangy, not to say
selfish, on their part to deny us the same pleasure? T believe that tea-
chers, the moment they are investsd with authovity, undergo some
mysterious transformation, ‘a sea-change into something grumpy and
strange’, like that which came upon Prince Hal when he bscame King.
They develop into stern disciplinarians, and display a horror of every
sound exeept the sound of their own wvoices. Talk of howling!
They call it beastly—something odious and insufferable. As a matter
of [mect, it is in this very dislike that the pleasure of howling takes
its root. We like it because it is prohibited. We expericnce a
senge of liberation when we set up—you know what. Fortunifely
our teachers seem ignorant of this, and as long as they do not
understand why we find pleasure in howling, we are safe. We can
continue howling and continue enjoying it. ‘ 5
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I am pot a great authority on the sensation of being howled at.
Among my experiences, the most prominent is the one I had two years
-ago, when, calling together all my courage, I ventured to deliver a speech
at a meeting lof the Literary Association. How in spite of my ftre-
mendous preparation I failed to find words, how my whole body showed
symptoms of malaria under the threatened howling of my class-maites,
how I cut my speech to an incredible shortness because the words
stuck in my throat, and how I absented myself for two days from class
to avoid my friends, ave all as fresh in my memory as if they happened
yesterday. Bub my friends are not quite right in thair opinion that
I am against literary associations enfirely, because of that unlucky ex-
perience. I have got other reasons. However, that is neither here nor
there. To be openly howled at in class may not be a pleasureable ex-
citement for the teacher. Perhaps that may account for their Puri-
tanical antipathy to this pastime.

But a few teachers like it, or pretend to like it. They are wise
because they can stop howling simply by not making a fuss about it.
But no more of this! If I give away the whole secret of our pleasure
in howling, our teachers may use it against us and stop the fun. Mum’s-
the word.



Alfred Nobel.

Founder of the Nobel Prizes.

{ Varghese J. Nerayanparamp—Junior B. A. Class )

In the half-humourous, half-impatient autobiography of Alfred
Nobel, we read: “ Alfred Nobel—his miserable existence should have
been terminated at birth by a humane doctor as he drew his first how-
ling breath. Principal virtues: keeping his nails clean and never being
a burden to any one. Principal vices: that he has no family, is bad-
tempered and has a poor digestion. One and only wish: not to be
buried alive. Greatest sin : that he does not worship Mammon. Im-
portant events in his life: none.”

Alfred Nobel saw the light of day on the 21st of October, 1833.
The Nobels were a talented family. Alfred’s father was himself an in-
ventor. At the time of our hero’s birth his parents were residing at
Petersburgh. Neither he nor his two brothers Lindwig and Robert,
who in later life became nearly as distinguished as Alfred himself, at-
tended any secondary school. They received their great fund of know-
ledge through private studies. Though thrown on his own efforts,
Alfred became highly learned in the humanities even when he was only
eighteen. He became  a scholar in several languages, like Russian,
German, Swedish, French and English. Alfred looked back upon his
childhood, as one of misery : -

Thus passed some years, while life, with death contending,
Hung over chaos on a single thread .

Alfred’s affection towards his mother was beyond common measures..
Most probably the single thread upon which his whole life was sus-
pended was none other than the mutual affection of son and mother. A
bachelor all his life, Alfred’s affection was strong and undivided.

No nation can claim his patriotism completely. Indeed, he was
above all selfish national prejudices, as will be made clear from a part
of his will: the part most important for us. Alfred was a true cosmo-
politan. He spent his life almost equally in France, Italy and Sweden
and each of these countries exercised its own influence over him. He:
had for each of these countries a warm corner in his spacious heart.

Nobel spent many years in Paris. To him, Paris was an ocean;

Where passion blows s storms and makes more %
wrecks
Than the salt brine ¢'er made.
Here an young girl fixed her attentious on him, and in time Alfred
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reciprocated her love. But ere long, death snatched away from him his
young love. Most pathetically he sings :
From that hour

I have not heard the pleasures of the crowd

Nor moved in Bzauly's eye compassion's tear,

But I have learned to study Nature's book

And comprehend ils pages and exiract

EFrom their deep lore solace for my grief.

Nobel gave himself diligently to the study of applied chemistry
and eventually became the famous inventor of dangerous explosives in
the shape of dynamite, smokeless powder, and poisonous gases like
Ballistite and C. 89. These inventions of Nobel found extensive use
during the last Great War. Apart from applied chemistry, he interested
hiwself in the study of Electricity, Optics, Machinery, Gunnery, Bio-
logy and Physiology. He established large factories and began exploi-
ting the markets in geveral countries like U. S. A., Germany, Hrance,
Austria, England, Sweden and Finland. His great successes in business
brought him immense wealth. The university of Upsala in due reco-
gnition of his scientific talents conferred on him the honorary degree
of Ph. D. Since 1880 he was a knight of the Order of the Polar Star,
and in 1884 he became a member of the Royal Swedish Academy of
Science, of the Royal Society, Iiondon, and of the Societe des Ingenieurs
Civiles in Paris. He was also an officer of the Legion of Honour.

Alfred was a man of versatile genius. He was a poet too of no
- little merit. At one time he had the ambition of becoming a great poet.
Does not Wordsworth say that Poetry is ‘the impassioned expresssion
on the countenance of science’, ‘the finer breath and essence of all
knowledge'? But he had to give up this idea in favour of scientific
researches. Shelley influenced him niuch and he actually wrote poetry
in English. Vietor Hugo, the great [rench writer, invited Nobel
several times to his residence,

The most important poem of his is, for us, the one beginning with
“You say I am a riddle.”” as it reveals the author’s personal qualities.
The poet’s ideal of life is clearly and completely put in the following
lines of this poem:

I look upon it as a noble gif,

A gem from Nature's hand for man to polish

Till sparkling beams repay him for his toil.
N/bel wrote other poems too. But unfortunately for us he destroyed
them all. In 1862 he wrote in Swedish prose Brothers and Sisters, but
did not finish it. And as a result of his great fascination for the dra—

~* matists Ibsen and Bjornson, he attempted to write dramas also. In
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imitation of Shelley’s The Cenci he framed a drama towards the close of
his life.

Thus passed in busy solitude, the life of this great inventor, as the
world then exalted him. But he had already understood that ‘Peace
hath her victories no less renowned than war.’” He repented the in-
vention of his terrible instruments of war. Confirmed in this idea, he
passed away from this world on the 10th of December, 1896. According
to his Will, one fifth of his wealth was given away to his relatives and
friends, He also made large donations to several institutions like the
Swedish Club in Paris, The Austrian Society of the Friends of Peace
at Vienna, the Stockholm university and the Stockholm hospital.

The following part of his Will is of the greatest interest to the
world as it forms the foundation of the Nobel Prizes: “Ileave the whole
residue of my estate to the Academy of Science at Stockholm for the
purpose of forming a fund, the interest on which shall be distributed by
the Acad>my each year as a reward for the most important and original

discoveries or intellectual achievements in the wide field of knowledge

and progress, excluding Physiology and Medicine. Although I do not
make it an absolute condition, it is my wish that such persons should
be specially considered as are successful either in word or deed in com-
bating the peculiar prejudices still cherished by peoples and governments
against the inauguration of a European Peace Tribunal. It is my
definite wish that all prizes contemplated under my Will shall be award-
ed to the most deserving without any regard to the question whether he
be a Swede or foreigner, a man or a woman,’

In the exact fulfilment of Nobel's Will various practical difficulties
have been met with, Later, Physiology and Medicine came in for prizes.
Though on a closer examination of Alfred’s intentions we discover that
in fact he intended these prizes torbe given to redeem great scientists,
gifted poets and true statesmen from all struggle of existence, at the
present day, however,these prizes are considered to be great rewards for
great achievements. This might perhaps account for Bernard Shaw’s
first reply, when his name was announced for the Nobel Prize, that he
did not stand in need of this life-belt to succour him from poverty.
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Laughing Lines.
(Maddavyan)

Boy:—S8ir, Why is it that the Main Central Road has several turnings
on its course ?

Teacher:—Because, if it were straight, you would have asked me why it
ig straight.

¥* ¥ 3% 3

The sun is the husband of the lotus, and the moon, of the water-
lily, according to Sanskrit Poets; why not consider the stars to be
the husbands of water-weeds ?

3 %* * %

Boy:—S8ir, Does not the Evolution Theory of Darwin prove that our
great-grand-fathers were monkeys or some such animals ?

“Teacher;:—Of course, mine were not. To ask such a question you must
be surely descended from donkeys. :

I * 3 I
Teacher:—Poetry is the cutburst of all that one has got in him.
Boy:—(somewhat alarmed) Oh! Sir, will the apperi and pappadam in

my stomach now burst out as poetry ?

* * * I*

Girli—You fool, why are you leoking at me so keenly ?
Traveller:—Because I have eyes.
Girl:—Or because I have a face ?
2 £ 3 3 ¥
Boy:—S8ir, was Kalidasa or Shakespeare the greater ?
Teacher:—Kalidasa was the greatest of the greatest; but Shakespeare was
above him ! :
* I 3 3
~*“Why are the insects falling inte the fire ?”
“Because they have not found out your mouth”

3* 3* * 3*

Logic teacher:—“Connotation increases and denotation decreases.

Denotation increases and connotation decreases.”

A boy:—(rising) “So we can prove that the result is zero. Adding we
get: Both increase and both decrease.”

* =" ¥ *
"Teacher:—What is the soul without which we cannot exist ?
AdBoy.—"“Stomach”

Another boy:—"“Food”
_.Third:—"Btomach and food both constitute our soul.”

5
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‘Conflagration’ — ‘Fire’
John P. Valavi (Old Boy)

Many young students of English style have a partiality for bombast
in their writing and speaking. They are not satisfied by expressing
their ideas in a plain, natural, and unaffected manner; they adopt a
style of pompous verbiage, neither from negligence nor from ignorance,
but thinking they are adding beauty, grace and elegance to what they
say, when they are only encumbering the sense with the needless load
of words. They over-look the fact that while employing such a style
they wholly miss ‘the hue and fragrance of the thought’. Their flashy
and florid sentences have only the tints of flowers without their sap or
root.

Even in conversation, I know some people who affect novel turns
of expression and big words—words twice as big as the thing they
want to express. This is prompted by the ambition ‘to shine in com-
pany’. A few months back when I returned from Changanacherry for
my vacation, a friend came to my house to ask me how I did. He forced

~ & smile when he saw me, drew himself up a little, and in accents of dig-

nity broke into “T perceive ”, stopped for a while and then began, “an
unaccountable caprice has presided over your person.” A smile of self-
satisfaction gleamed on his face. I was reminded of the doctor who,
being asked by a lady, “Doctor, are artichokes good for children ?”
answered, “Madam, they are the least flatulent of all the esculent tribe”.

The style is suggestive of the qualities inherent in the person. ‘The
style is the man himself’, says Buffon. If you are simple, sincere, and
unaffected, surely, the manner or expression will also be simple and in-
tellighle. On the other hand, if you possess any elements of pretence
or affectation, you will wrap your ideas in cumbrous, affected and ‘tall,
opaque words'. ‘Strong writers are those who, with every reserve of
power, seek no exhibition of strength.’ :

I remember an incident related by one of my teachers:— One night
fire broke out in a house, and a man was sent to fetch the fire-brigade.
The man was thinking all the way over the manner in which he was to
make the summons. He reached the fire-brigade’s camp, took a deep
breath, and in his nervous way began:— “Sir, The conflagration has
extended its devastating career in my residence, but to the great dismay
of all of us the progress of the devouring element could not be arrested.””
Fire. »

Man: “ What is the matter, say?” :

*“8ir, The devouring element did not make its exit, notwithstanding._
the most energetic efforts of many people. At this rate I deem the
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edifice may soon get consumed. It will not be an exaggeration if I assert
that the spirit of one who rushed into the fire to save an individual
quitted its earthly habitation. So please hurry up”.

The fire-man understood something, but with difficulty, and wait-
ing to hear no more ran to see what he could do. DBut it was too late.

The following may serve as the type of the pretentious style
of some people:—

“If by that particular arithmetical rule known as addition, we
desired o arrive at the sum of two integers added to two integers. we
should find —and I assert this boldly, Sir, and without the feav of suc-
cessful contradiction —we should find, I repeat— and, Sir, I hold myself
perfectly responsible for the assertion I am about to make— that the
sum total of all the two integers added to the two integers would be
four.”



My First Parachute Descent.

By Tas-1I U. C.

1 was sick with longing to fly in the air and then come to earth
perpendicularly. The new aerodome in the capital brought the pros-
pect of my flight nearer. The sporadic telegrams of dangers from the
different zones of the world gave me some misgivings, but did not ex-
tinguish my ardour. I tossed in bed many a night meditating over my
flight.

At last I saw myself in a spacious yard where I beheld that flying
dragon into whose belly I was to go for a specified time. I advanced
slowly to the station; I saw the Officer in charge, and to him I meant
to make my request.

“Well?” asked the man curtly.

“Sir, T desire to fly”.

“You mean to come up in the plane!”

“Yes, sir.”

“And the charge?”

“Fxcuse me, sir, I was not aware of it.”

“Ah! right, pay it and follow me”.

And the fellow walked on.

“Shall T pay it to you, sir.”

Humph! No... Yes! All right...That’s right, come now”.

“Sir, I mean also to descend by parachute from it at a considerable
height.”

“OH! No, that cannot be, can’t be” said the man shaking his head.

“Please, sir, I beg you...”

“But you see, there’s only one parachute and that’s for me.”

“I shall pay for it, sir, if you please, if only you allow me...”

A few minutes passed. The plane began to ascend. I launghed in
my exultation. But that laughter was occasionally broken by an invo-
luntary “My God” when the plane pitched at greater angles. I was
unable to gee anything for a time; the opaque boundaries mercilessly
shut me in. I halloed to the pilot. No one heard me, I thought. I
shouted again.  “Wait! wait!” he said, and after a time the windows
on both sides were opened by a switch, Ah! I looked out, The world
bad turned green all on asudden. I gazed mutely at the gray patches
in a universe of green, Three minutes passed. The pilot asked 'ﬁ{\e to
wear the parachute. I wore it according to his hurried instructions,
and asked him to test it. He found that a button at the back was not
done. O my—! That was a narrow shave.
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“Get ready”’, he said. We were now two thousand five hundred
feet away from the solid earth.
“A little lower?” :
“Need not, sir,” I answered, trying to suppress a shiver.
_ “Then that’s all right.” But he added, “If anything goes wrong...?”
“Nothing, sir. Only one number [rom the last census will be
missing; that’s all. I don’t care”.

“I say, wait, I can’t allow you to do this. I may get into trouble”.

“What'’s the fellow up to now?” I thought, but said aloud: “Where
are we now, sir?” v

“Liet me see... We are now just above the field” I felt that the
plane was going downwards. I knew what he meant, and so, in a flash,
I jumped out with my closed parachute.

‘Whsh-sh-sh! The English Dictionary is full of words, but I am
afraid I can find no words to express the sensation of the moment.
The objects below rapidly expanded whilst the furthermost horizon
advanced, it seemed, towards my feet. The parachute spread out above
me, Now I was able to distinguish the land. I saw the roads of the
town like the stripes of my bed-sheet. The pace of the descent
became slow, so slow that I found it quite inconvenient to be suspended
thus in the limitless space.

A whiff of air caused my parachute to swerve violently. The near-
ness of the roofs terrified me. I was helpless. I thoughtI should have
done better without a parachute. I worked my legs and arms franti-
cally Thud! I awoke with a cry and found myself at the foot of my
-bed. No parachute, no aeroplane, no roofs, nothing! Nothing but
pitch darkness and a sense of relief not unmingled with the disappoint-
ment of a man who had been fooled by a dream.

S e A VICE D P e,

°

Patient (with fervent gratitude) : “How can I ever repay you for
your kindness to me ?” >
Doctor: “By cheque, postal order, or cash.”’
%* s #*
“Is it true that Smith is a man without faith in anyone ?”
“Yes. If you tell him he is an idiot he won't believe it.”
3% 3% *
Beggar: “Have you got enough money for a cup of coffee ?”
- Student: “Oh, I'll manage somehow, thank you”.
. * % *
Vigltor: You have painted an angel with six fingers.
—Ever see an angel with six fingers.?”

Artist:  “No; but have you ever seen one with only five fingers ?”
10



CRACKERS.
By Tas.

The Physics Liecturer (when dealing with light and its effects) asks:
“You there, when there is faint light only, how do you see an object &

Ang: “By a lighted candle, Sir.”

Question: “Nonsense. At least answer this. When do you never
see an object ?”

Ans: “When we are sand-blind, sir.”
* * s

“Why are your teeth so large ?”

“You see they are done adcording to theory.  The word itself is
in-gize- oars (incisors); therefore they are to be as large as oars.

Student (producing a four-anna piece): “Well, shopkeeper, I wanta -
pencil and a piece of rubber.”

Shopkeeper: “Here they are”— (handing them over along with the
small change). s

Student: “What on earth is this ?”— (pointing to the change).

Shopkeeper: “That is the balance : three annas two pies; these cost only
ten pies.”

Student: “Oh! Then, surely, our Zoology department will be put to loss;
for they levy four annas for a pencil and a rubber piece when they are
not at hand.”

NS G >




Exchange List.

American College Magazine, Madura.
Andhra Christian College Magazine, Guntur.
St. Aloysius” College Magazine, Mangalore.
5t. Anne’s Parish Monthly, Ohio.
The Annamalai Miscellany, Annamalainagar.
The Bharat Mail Magazine, Madras.
The Barovean: King William’s College Magazine, Isle of Man.
The Caritas, Alwaye.
The Carmela, Mangalore.
The Collegian, Hyderabad.
‘Christian College Magazine, Madras.
The Catholic Lieader, Madras.
C. M. 8, College Magazine, Kottayam.
Educational India, Masulipatam.
Findlay College Magazine, Mannargudy.
The field, Madras.
The Franciscan Herald, Chicago.
Federated India, Madras.
The Garland, Bangalore.
Govt. College Miscellany, Mangalore.

= Greater India, Calcutta.
The Hinda University Magazine, Benares
The Hindu Theological High-School Magazine, Madras.
The Indian Educator, Madura.
Indian Commerce, Madura,
India and the World, Calcutta.
St. Joseph's College Magazine, Trichy.
St. Joseph’s College Magazine, Bangalore.
The Journal of the Royal Society.
Kishoi Raman High School.
Kumbakonam College Magazine, Kumbakonam.
The Light of Asia, Trichy.
Liongevity, Madras.
Pudukottai College Magazine, Pudukottai.
Malabar Christian College Magazine, Calicut.
Macmillan’s Educational Bulletin, Caleutta.
The Morning Star, Trichinopoly.

¢The Modern Student, Calcutta.
Mother of Mercy’s Message, Trichinopoly.
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My Magazine, Madras.

Mabharaja’s College Magazine, Ernakulam.
The Merry Magazine, Madras.

National College Magazine, Trichy.

The Old College Magazine, Trivandrum.
Our Ladyof Sorrows, Chicago.

The Patna Mission Lietter, Patna.

Public Health Bulletin, Trivandrum.
The Popular Magazine, Trichinopoly.
Pachayappa’s College Magazine, Madras.
Presidency College Magazine, Madras.
Queen Mary’s College Magazine, Madras.

The Rajahmundry Arts College Magazine, Rajahmundry
The Zahira, Colombo.

The Scholar, Palghat.

St. Thomas College Magazine, Trichur.
Unitas, Mangalore.

Union Christian College Magazine, Alwaye.
St. Xavier’s College Magazine, Calcufta.

St. Xavier’s College Magazine, Bombay.

Zamorin’s College Magazine, Calicut.
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