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who ended the serious deadlock whick threatened
to wrech the Harbour Scheme.
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'HE P':ORfi':’IGF COCHIN.

e Past History.

From the 1st of August, 1936 Oochm has come to be counted as -
Tof;?‘the Ma.]er Ports of India. The event, strange it may appear,

g fa iher hinterland consisting of the Madras Premdencyi %
whole of Mysore, is soon bound to be, what she Eas been'

Coch n’s hmterland namely the country of Malabar, more
ntly ,uéwn as Kera.la., rhad been from the very da.wn of”
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with the Malabar coast. The chief port at that time was
Cranganur, then known as Muzuris. Situated near the mouth of the
river Periyar, it became the chief gateway of South India’s
external trade. It was described by a contemporary poet as “the
thriving town of Muchiri, where the beautiful large ships of the
yavanas bringing gold come, splashing the white foam in the
waters of the Periyar which belongs to Kerala”. Again, “sacks
of pepper are brought from the houses ‘to the market; the gold
received from the ships, in exchange for articles sold, is brought
to shore in the barges at Muchiri, where the music of the roaring
sea never ceases and where Kuddavan (the King) presents to the
visitors the rare products of the seas and mountains”. Kerala was
thus famous for its products even in the most ancient times known
to history, and Muzutis flourished for long as a world famous sea-
port.

“
)

But Nature gradually played her pranks upon Muzuns, and
man, still unarmed with the weapons which science in later ages
brought into existence, was unable to withstand her adverse
operations. Sandbanks accumulated at the mouth of the harbour > -
at Muzuris, and the great seaport disappeared from history, leaving '
on its site the present rather insignificant town of Oranganur

Meanwhile - Nature had played another of her tricks a1? 8
southern spot, some twenty miles away. The long stretch of sea- ,
board that separated the sea from the inland lagoons that run
parallel to it was broken by a violent onrush of the sea in 1341. A
gap was formed, which was called Kochu azhi, meaning small
water-gap, so named probably in contrast to the bigger gap at
Cranganur. It gave the name Cochi (Cochin) at first to its jm-
mediate vicinity and subsequently to the whole surroundmg
country. Thus did the port of Cochin and its splendid natural
harbour come into existence.

Ages passed, and vicissitudes followed one after another.
The Portuguese regime on the Malabar coast began early in
the 16th century. It saw theconversion of Cochin into a great city
built on the Western model. It became the stronghold of the Portu-
guese, whence they extended their sway in all directions, and aided, :

& :Ej
~
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The Fort of Cochin

or measured their strength against native rulers, asit suited their
immediate interests. Cochin, thus the first European settlement in
_ India, began to flourish as a port.

Nature played her pranks once again. The entrance info
the harbour at Cochin came to be silted up, just as at Mugzuris,
whilst political changes made the town pass from hand to hand. On
the oceanic highways of trade tremendous changes were taking
~ place, chief of which was the replacement of sailing vessels with
. mighty steamers. The entry of these into the harbour was out of
. question.

Nevertheless, Cochin did not cease to function as a port;
~ and steamers called regularly at the open roadstead where they
lay at anchor several miles off the land, while big boats that are
called “lighters” performed the precarious task of loading and
~ unloading the cargoes. During the monsoon months this port, like
- all the other portson the coast, remained closed.

2 Present Development,

The question of cutting the sand bar and providing a
permanent channel for ocean- -going vessels to enter the harbour at
Coc};nn ‘was considered by experts from time to time, both in India
nd England The task was pronounced impossible, even foolish
4o be attempted But at last the problem has been solved. The
~ bar was successfully cut, a long channel was furrowed from
~ the centre of the Harbour several miles out into the sea, and, the
;'rqqéb wondrous part of the scheme, a whole extensive island
~ arose inside the Harbour, close to its entrance, which is to be
s ;t‘.he hive of the Port, where the wharfs are to be built, where a
great railway is to meet a great oceanic route. This island,
; . the work of the hand of man, called Willingdon Island, after the
~ Marquess of Willingdon who gave no small encouragement to the
~ Initiation of the scheme, will soon seethe with a life the kind of

 which Malabar has not yet witnessed. “ Stepping on to any of

the three units of wharf frontage, the passenger of the future
o w§l=ta»1h.ng from Europe or America—if he still would think of travel-
ling by ships and not by aeroplanes—will enter upon the scene of a
gigantic cluster of docks and slipways, workshops and warehouses,
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transit sheds and storehouses, offices and other buildings for
administrative purposes; while, right inside this cluster and only

a few yards off the wharf, trains will be waiting that will carry
him to any part of India to which he wishes to go.” So wrote the
present writer some years ago, and the scheme is now nearing «
completion.

.The credit for this “romance of engineering”’, as the
Government of India have called the work, goes to Mr.R. C.
Bristow, who, as the Harbour Engneer-in-chief to the Government
of Madras, discovered the feasibility of cutting the bar at the -
mouth of the Harbour and converting Cochin into a first class
terminal port. His skill, perseverance, patience and tact,
surmounted many an obstacle both of nature and of man.
Political and diplomatic difficulties, as well as those of clashing
trade interestsand port rivalries, of the struggle between stagna.tlon
and progress, inevitable under the circumstances, had all to be .
surmounted; and, still yet, when the scheme appeared to be near
completion and success almost within grasp, there occurred a
great deadlock from disagreements between the parties to the
undertaking, viz., the Governments of India, Travancore an
Cochin. This too was successfully overcome by the resourcefulness
and tact of an eminent statesman, Sir Shanmukham Chetty, I
came as the Diwan of Cochin, just in time to save the SItua.tm
The fourth and final stage of the works that had been planned =~
havenow been taken in hand, and, in a short time, Cochin Wl_ S G
indeed occupy a position of high importance in thﬂ future economy.
of the Indian Empire. =

For, to India the emergence of one more port, and that
of the type of Cochin, on her long and triplicated coastline of four
thousand miles in length, should be a matter of nosmall importance.
The length of the coast is small relatively - fo the exten", '
of the country, being only one mile to 450 square miles.
In Europe it is one to 190, and in England one to 20. When
to this comparative shortness of the coastline is added the extreme
scarcity of great ports, India is rather in a sorry plight.
Her major ports are only somehalf a dozen, and several of them-like
~ Madras and Colombo, have only .artificial harbours.. These few
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ports have to serve the comimercial needs of a country as big as

Burope without Russia, and of a people nearly one-fifth of the
human race.

It has been widely recognised that India lacks, to a deplor-
" able extent, internal and external facilities for her commercial
and industrial expansion. Her railway system, in spite of the
progress so far made, has still to penetrate large and important
regions, while in port facilities she is ata great disadvantage. In
any economiec planning for India, these two items have necessarily
to loom large. Railways and ports are indispensable to trade and
industrial expansion; and to serve this purpose ports must be
terminal ports, i. e. ports connected by rail with the chief industrial
centres of the country. It is because of the inadequacy of these
that plentiful instances exist in the country of sources whence
much wealth could be tapped, either in the form of raw materials
~or of the products of localised industries, but which are
situated far away from, or are unconnected with, any port,
8o that it is found impossible for requisite machinery to be
~ brought to them or for products to be exported to foreign countries.
otential industries thus remain undevelopad and great sources of
‘wealth unutilised to the detriment of the country’s welfare and

~ industrial progress. Itis such a situation that necessitated the

- development of Vizagapatam asa terminal port. To a much larger
degree this necessity existed in the case of South India, and this
“is now being met by steps taken to make Cochin into a great
~terminal port. It would probably be the biggest in South India.

8. Unique Situation.
Cochin’s position is one of unique importance to the trade
~ of South India. The port of Karachi serves the needs of Sindh
“and a large part of North India, while Bombay is situated near
the northern extremity of South India, and is more a seaport
_of North and still more particularly of Central, than of South India.
Vizagapatam has recently been developed, but it is meant to serve
~ the needs peculiar to Central Provinces, and situated on the Hast
“coast, it cannot serve as a great outlet of trade for South India.

Madras, and even Bombay, are incomparable with Cochin in two

5

‘Madras has hitherto been the chief port for the purpose. But

R b
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tespects, viz. the natural advantages arising from situation and
internal facilities.

Looking to the situation in relation roths outsile world, Cochin
is the port for South India. The rather northern location of Bombay
has already been referred to. This and, in alesser degree, the natural
obstacles that exist in the way of extending the railway from
Mangalore direct to Bombay so that the connection between
Bombay in the north and the west coast regions of South India is
now by a circuitous system of railways entailing much time and
expense, make Bombay not much of a seaport for South India.
The position of Madras has serious disadvantages. Being on the
east coast it faces away from most of the great markets of the
world. The voyage from Madras to the Arabian Sea is again a
long and circuitous one as this has to be done round the South of
Ceylon, because the Palk Strait between India and Ceylon is
blocked. From Madras to Colombo, the distance by sea is 885 miles,
and from Colombo, again, a few hundred miles more have to be
covered before a steamer falls into the ordinary Arabian Sea |
route to Earope. All this means several days’ delay, and liability to
be exposed to the uncertainties of weather and other conditions on
the sea. The sea route from the east coast to the west is therefore, -
highly uneconomical. These disadvantages are naturally obviated
by having Cochin as a terminal port on the west coast. The
distance between Madras and Cochin by rail is less than 300mlleﬂ‘
and the journey that has been expedited still further is now Lgrafde; '
in about 15 hours. For commerce with the western ccun&ries.;i’ti-ﬂi:s,;v
therefore, much more economical to use Cochin than Madras, and
even the regions nearest Madras, and Madras itself will find this
route more profitable. ' :

In this connection it is well to bear in mind that the bulIE of

India’s external trade is with the West. Her markets are in the
west, the grest international markets of the world. The‘ships'that
frequent India’s shores are mostly from Europe. Just befdfe‘ the

~ depression set in,i. e. in 1928 -29, out of 4046 vessels with 91 million
tonnage that entered the Indian ports, 2375 with 6% million
tonnage were British ships. In the same commercial year, of the
4074 vessels with 93 million tonnage that cleared from the Indian

6
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~ ports 2323 with 64 million tonnage were British. Every year it is

found that the majority of steamers that carry on trade between

India and the outside world with the major portion of the tonnage

are British. So too, more than { of India’s exports go tothe United

.~ Kingdom, and nearly § of the imports come from the same country;
while her trade with France, Germany, Italy, Belgium, and the

- Netherlands are considerable. In the East, Japan is the only country
that is on a par, say, with Germany in the matter of trade with
India, while the United States, no doubt a big customer of ours,
counts along with European countries, rather than those bordering
on the Pacific.

: Such being the trend of India’s trade, it is obvious that the

ports on the west coast of Tnd.a should serve as the great gateways

of her trade. Karachi throve because of this reason, and Bombay

has come to be what it is, because of thesame reason too. For 580
‘miles south of Bombay there is no good seaport, with the possible
- exception of the Portuguese port of Goa, until Cochin is reached,
and from Cochin, for 370 miles southwards there is no good port
till Colombo is reached. Situated thus midway between Bombay
and Colombo and dividing into two a long coast line of about
a thousand miles in length, Cochin may have a future not
dissimilar to that of Bombay or Karachi. The trads of South
dia is bound to converge more and more at Cochin hereafter.
reased facilities would bring in increased trade, while the latter
s turn would necessitate still more facilities. It istherefore idle
urgbusmessllke to cry halt to the future development of the
= the plea that existing trade does not warrant it. The
@g@ry@f any great port would give theliedirect to sucha conten-
on; and in the case of Cochin, the increased trade that has
llowed in the wake of increased facilities has been manifest
ring tlfe'rpast few years. Cochin is thus on the road to be the
~ chief port of South India, for which role Nature has eminently
~ fitted her.

-~ Other important advantagea Cochin enjoys. Steamers bound

for the Far East, after leaving Aden, had had to look to Colombo
as fhe next watering and coaling station. On the direct Far East
--._'aad Australian routes Cochin, alone among the porfs of In:ha m

‘7




The Maharaja’s College MAGAZINE

this respect, has now emerged offering the facilities of a great port.
Steamers, therefore, would find it advantageous to call at Cochin as
an intermediate watering and coaling station between Aden and
Colombo. This would also stimulate the trade and even passenger
traffic between India and tae countries like Australia and New
Zealand. In this connection ons thing is particularly noteworthy.
Now that Cochin can serve as an intermediate station between Aden
and Colombo, a steamer need take only a lesser quantity of water
than before from either Aden or Colombo, as the case may be,
because between them it can refill at Cochin where, moreover, the
water supplied is of the best quality. So also with regard to coal
and fresh provisions. Asa repairing base, too, Cochin might be
useful, as facilities and equipments are provided for the purpose.
The stretch of voyage between Aden and Colombo is 2,100 miles,
and for vessels bound from Europe wia the Mediterranean for
countries bordering on the North Pacific, no single stage in the
journey is so long as this, while for those bound direct to Australia
it is the second longest stage, the longest being between Colombo and
Freemantle, which is 3,120 miles. Between Aden and Colombo, .
therefore, an ‘intermediate port with first rate facilities, would be =~
welcome to vessels plying on the Far East route and, in some
instances, it may even obviate the necessity for steamers to call at 3
Colombo. Already Cochin has begun to function most successfully
as a passenger port, enabling travellers to Europe or to the Far East
to avoid the necessity to travel up to Bombay or down to Colombo
to catch the steamer, as had hitherto been the case. For Myso.gg
and most parts of the Madras Province, journey, both outward and
inward, via Cochin has become more convenient and economiegal.
In 1935, when the passenger service started, the number of
passengers amounted to 200, Within. another year in 1935-36, the
number ‘came up to 1,300, and the popularity of the route is increas-
ing by leaps and bounds.

4, The Back waters.

As far as ocean routes are concerned, Cochin is thus ideally :
situated, no other port in India enjoying the advantages which she ﬂ
has in this respect. But not only in this, but in internal natural :
facilities, the port has advantages that -are unique in kind, and

8
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for this matter the whole of India has reason to be proud of Cochin
and consider it as a valuable national asset. The port is situated
at the entrance, from the seaward side, of a large lake system
covering 227 square miles of which 125 is immediately adjoining
the harbour. This backwater system is a network of deep lagoons,
screened off from the sea by a long sea board, thickly cultivated
-and densely populated, which extends its various inlets into the
interior of the Kerala country. The extensive lakes of the system,
the chief of which, is the Vembanad lake, the winding inlets
and creeks that in some places burrow to the very foot of the
hilly uplands in the east, and the innumerable waterways, natural
streams and artificial canals that connect the different parts of the
system, the charming little isles that catch the eye at every turn,
the emeralds set in the silvery waters that stretch in every
direction, and the busy traffic that hums over some of the important
lakes adjoining commercial towns like Cochin, Alleppey, and
Quilon—all these afford a feature in which the poet, the tourist and
the commercialist may feel equally interested. The neighbourhood
_ of this network of lakes, that spreads over the bosom of Kerala
- like a beautiful piece of lace work, endows the Cochin harbour with

‘advantages that are rare in India and with possibilities of
indefinite expansion as commercial needs and even  political
exigencies in the international world arise.

| " There are few harbours in the world, and none in India,
- that are endowed by nature with such exceptional advantages as
s the harbour of Cochin. Harbours like that of Sydney in

- Australia, or of Singapore may be more beautiful, indeed. Yet,
even though Sydney, enchanting with its high cliffs towering
over the bay and its innumerable headlands crowned with clusters
of magnificent buildingsand works of architecture, might offer more
enchanting scenery, yet, in point of the combination of commercial
port facilities with nature’s charm, one may venture the opinion
that, at least in some important respects, Cochin can rival the best
elsewhere. The entrance into the Sydney Bay between the two
rocky promontories known as the *north and the south head is
91 miles wide, which, however, narrows down further inwards into
one mile and 256 yards. So wide a harbour mouth cannot keep the -

9
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inner waters immune to the surf from the sea outside nor to the
effects of tumults caused thereon by wind and storm. Even in
Bombay this kind of disadvantage is often felt. “Dover and
Colombo,” says a high authority in harbour matters, “are
examples of harbours where the provision of wharves or jetties is
attended with difficulty because in bad weather the swell enters
the harbour and makes it risky if not dangerous for ships to be
alongside wharves. Even at Madras there is enough swell at
times to cause minor damage and anxiety. But, at Cochin the
position of the proposed wharves is practically ideal, — in
calm water all the year round............ ” The entrance into the
harbour of Cochin is only 400 yards wide, and the harbour with the
whole lake system into which it extends is effectively protected by
the long sea board from the swells and changing moods of the sea
outside, Add to this immunity the advantages that are offered
by the great extent of the backwaters, 125 sq. miles long
stretching on either side of the harbour, studded with innumerable
islands and bordered by lands of luxuriant vegetation. Even the
Sydney harbour (Port Jackson) has an area of only 15 sq. mmiles
and the whole Sydney bay does not much exceed 20 sq. miles.
Cochin has thus an immense scope of development. The Kerala
lakes, the islands therein and the bordering shores, may in the
near future hum with industrial and commercial life. These
islands and many of the neighbouring regions still slumber in
their almost idyllic and pristine simplicity. They can be utilised .
as great centres of commercial and industrial activities, and of
port facilities which, if fully developed might turn Cochin into one
of the biggest sea ports in the Kast.

5. Strategic value:

Time may come when international pl'obiems will attract
the attention of British statesmen to Cochin as a possible and
suitable naval base. The Mediterranean problem has begun to be

ominously keen for Great Britain. For 20 years more the Suez

canal is safe for British. interests, thanks to the new
Anglo-Egyptian Treaty. But to reach Port Baid, there is a

voyage of 3203 milesto be made from London. Will the
Mediterranean be always safe for British interests? That isa

q0 -
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question which only future events can answer. Already the idea
is in the air of resuming and developing the Cape route. If
that is resorted to Cochin will be the nearest Indian port to
Ruiope.

But there is a more important aspect. Whether the Cape
is resorted to more and more or not in the interest of the Empire,
there is need for anaval base to watch over imperial interests
in the Arabian Sea and in the western half of the

~ Indian ocean. Singapore, which is beinz developed as a naval
“base, is too far away in the East. With the protuberance of
Ttalian power on the shores-almost opposite South India and the

dangers which might shortly commence lurking beneath the Medi-
terranean waters or looming large over its surface, and which might
find an escape into the Arabian Sea via -Africa, if not-by any

other way, the Arabian sea might present a problem, which Great

Britain may have seriously to take note of. In that case, there is
no better and more suitable place for naval purposes than Cochin,
with its immense stretch of protected waters, capacious enough,

it is said, to hold the navies of the whole world. The idea, it seems,
= is as old as Lord Kitchener and Lord Curzon. But the need then
~ was not half so great as now, when even the rocks of Gibraltar
~ have begun to beshaky because of the conditions in Spain and their

probable results. External and internal facilities have marked out

for Cochin a great place in the future economy, commercial and
: political, of the world. The port itself will be a great boon to the

country in its immediate vicinity. That vicinity, as already men-
tioned, is Kerala of ancient fame, the home of rich products as
well as of a poverty-stricken people. The whole region, nearly 15,000
sq. miles, is larger than Belgium and has a population of 10,000,000.
In this land of reputed wealth, that has earned for it the name of
the * Garden of India’, filled with a people with the highest degree
of culture and enlightenment in India, the great paradox presents
itself, the paradox of poverty in a land of plenty. Some of its areas,

~ particularly the regions on the western seaboard near Cochin, are
‘those that are most densely populated in the world. The State of

Cochin, within which lies the major portion of the port, is the most

thickly populated country in the world. . In its coastal taluks, just

11
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adjoining the port, the density of population is 2,232 per sq. mile.
Even Howrah, whose density is the highest in India, has only 2,105
per sq. mile. TLastcensus has shown that the rate of increase of
population in the last decade in Cochin State is 237 over that of the
previousone. In the neighbouring State of Travancore the density
. i8 not so great as in Cochin. Neverthless, that too is a thickly
- populated area, standing as the sixth on the world list. Some of
~ its portions, too, particularly certain of the seaboard regions are as
- thickly populated as those in Cochin State. These millions that
~inhabit the ancient land of Kerala are as a rule sunk in poverty
and indigence. In the Economic Survey Report published under
the authority of the Cochin Government the poverty of the villagers
‘ _:same parts of the State is described as follows:— “The villagers

_now exist, they hardly live. Devoid of all amenities, devoid even
of some of the most essential necessaries of life, they drag on their
weary existence, still confined to the hand-to-mouth business of
scratching the earth”. This picture is true of several millions
among the population of Malabar. The per capita income of the
people is so absurdly small as almost to be incredible, and the
- standard of life, except among a small minority, is necessarily

‘become the general feature of the Adams and Eves of thls
den’of India.

To such a people the emergence of the port of Cochin and

relieve their miserable condition. There may be larger scope
for employment; business enterprise, if forthcoming, might thrive;
and if the indigenous population do not take advantage of the
—'.‘.‘:‘deVélopments to start or promote industrial and commermal
concerns, at least business men from other parts in India are sure
to flock to the port and the adjacent areas, and thus develep the
great resources of the country.

- In this matter the past does not encourage the hope that

Cochin, both British and Indian that community, in general,

nd with the trade depression, unemployment, debt, and distress

 its development might prove to some extent a small panacea to

_ the future greatness of the port of Cochin will be the WOI'kV‘Of '
- its own sons. The community of indigenous people is one of
~the most unprogressive in the world, and in the town of

RS, %




Phetograph of a wooden model of the Harbour.
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is bound to go down elb0wed out in the rush and compatltmrl
Cochin will soon witness. Business enterprise and leadership : are
sadly lacking, and some of the public organisations and bodies are
- manned by people whose education and qualifications are of a very
low order, so that some of these organisations are liable to be
looked upon with contempt by the rest of India. Cochin will soon
be the arena for the survival of the fittest. To this grim and
impending fate it is better that the people concerned awa.ke as
T _,ea.rly as they can.

However this may turn out to be, the port will be of

 immense utility to Malabar and to the rest of South India. To

the Governments concerned, viz.,, Cochin, Travancore and British

India, it shall serve as a source of increasing revenue. To the
people of Kerala the port will be a boon in several ways. Itis
~ bound to attract trade; and transport facilities, which are now
- sadly lacking in this part of the country, are bound to ema,nafel':;
~ one after another with the development of the seaboard into great
'rzl'jcolonles of labourers and into centres of industries or commerce.
A bridge over Aroor waters to Edacochi; a hght railway from
; roor to Alleppey and even farther south; the extension of
the Railway from Willingdon Island into Cochin, passing over a
lway bridge of the future and running southwards ultimately
—é,,far as Cape Comorin; a network of minor railways covering
he ‘whole of Kerala and penetrating even to the hilly uplands i in
the Hast, a general buss of busy traffic befitting a great port of
international importance and,—who knows?—some day or other, in
the far far distant future, if Cochin still exists as such '
~map of the world, a bridge over the entrance into the h
that would out—rwal ‘the great brldge over the Sydney harbour,
~may be developments which future generations might see, if all
":"t'hé;t'Mr H. G. Wells has foreseen do not, indeed, happen.' :




APPENDIX L
. Tﬁt&l Value of Imports into Cochin durmg th2 years,
~ 1933-34 and 1934-35 (Year July to June.)
| Year - Year
1933-34 1934-35
Value Velue
Rs. Rs.

From Fomien Qountries . 14026136 1,71,42,778
From Coasting Ports - = o e 4,91,87660. -5,05,23,218

Total ... 6,32,13,796 6,76,65,996

APPENDIX lI

Total Value of Exports from Cochin during the years
- 1933-34 and 1934-35. (Year July to June). ‘

Ye_a.r
1933-34
Value

' _"«‘Ilo Fore1gn COuntnes

APPENDIX I1l.
; ﬂ?bss Amount of Sea Customsr._;

Year
1933-34




cesbo Cargo I

ort of Cochin durmg the years, 1930 31 to

lppm o S
1934-35 fand Landlng Dues collected thereon.

1930-31
Tons

1931-32
Tons

1932-33
Tons

1033-34
Tons

1934-35
Tons

‘Tobacco

‘Matches, Paint and! Perif.umery
Newspapers

Boats, 'I’ugs. ‘Motor Cars and othe):'

Provision

lla‘neous:
8 Cocounuts, Bﬁcks. Tﬂes,

4,285
252,225
33,072
1,980

15,559
48,018

12,798
3,391
1,532
3:424
1,498
7,501

ity i

2,146
279,761
38,594
2,387
10,712
59,244
9,289
13,666
4,060
1,067
3,404
691
7,062
3,395
2,391
1,113
482
1,244
1,608

1,377
1,888

827
284,177
40,203
2,499

14,561

50,757

13,122', i

18,898
5,255
1,843

17,285
1,146
6,989
4,462
2,034
1,584

286
1,480
1,804

257
3,954

395
4,327
2,440

..

..

1,417 |

383,930
40,405
13,639
15,679
:55.463

1,039
2,362

758
2,880

385
6,250
1,120

{ 13,316

2,060
426,359
49,833
3,287
15,799
58,773
16,907

16,382
TI,228

1,858
23,016
1,124
8,454,_
5,684
2,660
1,042
241
704
2,533
1,002
3,461
' 846

4:882‘ it l

:406;651

455,342

480,585

4066 r

455,342

480,585

604,523

4,481

609,004

4,:5,212-

i | 4,76,842-12-9

4,98,183-10-9

6,30,799-14-5 |




1932-33 | 103334
Tons \ ! ‘Toﬂs.a
29,239
21,068

. 7,099
202
1246
10,070
7463
2,200
1,399

L 414
1,474
400
1657
1,397
218

29

251
3,667
1,043

ihgjatches, E, Drums,




SEA SCOUTS.

Top-~-On board H. M. S. Investigator.
Bottom—YView of Harbour from Principal’s Room.
The first goal in Hockey against Alwaye College.
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Kathakali Actors.




The Danee-Drema of Ma!abaf;

: The art of dancing has experienced a tremendous revival
throughout the length and breadth of India, since artists,
_intellectuals and educationalists have turned their attention
towards the almost forgotten dance-traditions of this country.

~ The revival came just in time to save these traditions from
~ entire extinction. A few decades later, it would miost likely have
hit on dead and fossilized memories only. The call has had a
- magic effect. Not only have the provinces bethought themselves
of their folk-dances, introducing them in the curriculum of their =
pmma.ry schools, but some of the higher and more artful forms of
ama a.nd dance have started to be explored by research scholars

to the Ummtlatel could m ‘no way convey an adequate
of the authentm display.)

Jn Kathakali, legend and mythology come actually te,hfe
zmbued with the splrlt of an epoch when gods and heroes,
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and sculptures bear testimony. If anywhere in India’s artistic
activities, something is alive of the original integrity, purity and
power, it certainly is in Kathakali and to a lesser degree in some
other dance-forms of South India, similarly evolved from traditions
laid down in Bharata 7atya. Due perhaps to the seclusion in
which it has been living for centuries, the one art has miraculously
tided over the slow and general decay of India’s artistic
consciousness. This seclusion is now broken, and under the inrush
of modern - ideas, the life of Kathakali seems fatally threatened.
No royal or official patronage is any longer extended to this arf,
the like to possess should be the pride of any country. So it is
entirely left tothe efforts of some private art-lovers to help it to
subsist in spite of the adverse currents of the present time.

Efforts at Revival.

The most efficient effort in this direction has been made by
the Malayali poet Vallathol, who started a regular school, the
Kerala Kalamandala in Cochin State, where boys are freely
trained from their tender age in all the branches of this difficult
art. In order to acquaint the other parts of the country with this
art, to which he is devoting” his whole activity, Vallathol is
presently touring India with his troupe. He hasbeen enthu&astlcally' :
received in Bangalore, Mysore, Poona, Bombay Ahmedaba.d and
Baroda and has been invited to give some shows in Lueknow :
during the session of the National Congress. After a demonstra
tion in Benares, the party is due to arrive in Delhi on the 4—th e
and arrangements are in progress to enable them to g&ve a couple 7
of recitals. ; :

The. origins. = _
Kathakali, asthe name puts it isa dance—play, _a kmd of'-
pantomime, in which the actors represent the stories by means of
gestures, facial expressions and dance-movements, interpreted by
“songs and attuned to the rhythm of drums, cymbals and gon;g's‘ :
Though the subject matter of Kathakali is taken from the
Mahabharata, the Ramayana and the Puranas, it is considered as
a secular art. Its origin can most likely be traced back to the art
of the Cakkyar who from time immemorable used to recite and to
act the sacred stories in the temples of Malabar. In the Cakkyar

e




f characters in hreram(, and symbolic form. Kathakah has
dened and populanzed the scope of Caklkyar Kuttu, by taking
he play out of the tample, by dramatizing ths action and dis-
;ﬁr1but1ng the roles amongst different actors. The epic grandeur of
the religious poem fortunately remains unimpaired. Though
enlivened with quaint, intimate, humorous or satirical touches of
human life, the Kathakali stories move on a plane beyond
{ al character and destiny, from which ‘glimpses are taken
nto a world of symbolical conceptions. The stories are religious,
the characters represent types, categories, viz., gods, humans,
oes, villains. With perfest consequence, this is expressed in
‘the costumes and the make-up, which make no attempt at indivi-
dual characterisation, but have found special and unalterable
‘conventions to represent gods and sattvik characters, others for
sik, and again others for tamasik character. Aborlgmal

wnters, the great monkeys, rishis, brahmins, women, rakshasas,

11 have their colours and dlstlnctlve features, by which they are ;
mmediately recognized.
Bymbolzc make-up

-_There are no stage settmgs to deplct the s1tuatlon. The

,d facial expresswns he has to conve y to hlS audience not only =
-___ie action of the play, but also the sﬂ:ua.twn in Whlch

n do away w1th all other suppha.nces and would even make them
ok futile and ludicrous. Only in this perfect simplicity, where
ense of material contingency is ehmmated can the gods be at

h_] io . At its best, it achieves the extra.ordmary suggestlon,.‘:
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to make us live and breathe in a different world, where we actuallir ;
see the divine and feel the very transparence of human reality.

The Mudras.

‘ Kathakali has been found to be a living demonstration of all
the principles laid down in Bharat Natya Shastra. It would be
impossible, within the limits of this article, to explain even roughly
how these principles are worked out. Be it enough to say that in
the absence of spoken words, Kathakali has evolved a rich and
complete vocabulary of hand-gestures, generally called “mudras”.
These hand-gestures, when artfully connected into sentences, are
fit to express every idea while forming a lovely rhythmic dance by
themselves. The “mudras” are enhanced by movements of the whole
body, which in moments of increased emotion sway out intoa
vigorous dance. Moreover, they are supported by facial expressions,
which are based on the nine fundamental “Rasas” and can portray
every shade of feeling, from the most beastly and ferocious to the
most delicate and sublime. :

Though emotion seems to be the mainspring of Kathakali
acting, and a lot depends on individual inspiration, yet nothing is
left to chance. From the composition of the drama to the dress,
the steps, the “mudras” and the smallest quiver of an eye, everything‘
is governed by hard and fast rules. Yet in the difficult perform-
ance, no trace of effort is felt. It develops with the easy grace of
a sudden inspiration in the perfect unity of rhythm and action.

To us born in an age without inheritance of artistic traditions,
the existence of such a complete traditional art isa matter of as-
tonishment. It seems nothing short of & miracle that this art has
not fallen through age into a dull and meamngless routine, but that
it still is a living reality and an inexhaustible source of inspiration.

—MISS ALICE BONER in The Hindusthan Times.
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TAGORE'S IDEAL*

There seems to be one basic ideal underlying the varied
teachings of Rabindranath Tagore—the ideal, namely, of the attain-
ment of perfection through the free and full development of the
individual’s personality, unhampered by lifeless conventions and
artificial restraints, and unencumbered by the narrower and baser
instincts of humanity. This ideal lends a sort of unity to the
inspiring utterances made on different occasions by the great Sage
of Santiniketan, as they have been traced through the Selections
prescribed for study by the Madras University.

Tagore is avowedly not in sympathy with the orthodox
who suspect every living idea that is dynamic, cling to the past,
" proud of “the sublimity of time-honoured walls around them”.
He makes no secret of his contempt for that orthodoxy which
~ believes in the * security of tombstones, and in that perfection
which can only belong to the lifeless”. Thus he deems himself
exceptionally lucky to have been born and brought up in an
atmosphere of the confluence of revolutionary movements in
spiritual, literary and national ideas. Revolt against the
dominance of dead conventions of the past is applauded and even
advocated by him. His own religion, he says, is no mere faith in
any creed that has its sanction in the definite authority of some
scripture or in the teaching of some organized body of worshippers;
but it is essentially a poet’s religion. The old Vaishnava poems of
Bengal, full of the freelom of metre and courage of expression,
had a special fascination for him during his boyhood, and he is
proud of the fact that he has grown up into a “literary outlaw”.

Tagore’s educational ideals are the natural outcome of his
instinctive insistence on freedom for the full development of
individual personality. He warmly argues that our childhood
should be given its full measure of life’s draught, for which it

# Based on Tagoie's Leciures and Addresses, selected by A, X. Soares (Macmillan).
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indeed has an endless thirst. The child must be allowed to grow
in entire harmony with the world around him. Any system of
education which tends to take the child away from the world “full
of the mystery of God’s own handiwork and of the suggestiveness
of human personality,” is, in his view, lifeless if not pernicious.
He complains that the regular type of school is a mere method of
discipline which refuses to take into account the individual, and
should, therefore, be looked upon as nothing better than a mere
“manufactory specially designed for grinding out uniform results”.
Believing as he does in the principle of life and in the soul of man
more than in methods, Tagore maintains that “the object of -
education is the freedom of mind which can only be achieved
through the path of freedom™”. For the attainment of this object,
it is not enough if children have mere schools for their lessons,
but a world whose guiding spirit is personal love. “It must be an
ashram where men have gathered for the highest end of life, in
the peace of nature............”. This is precisely the ideal for which
his own ashram at Santiniketan stands. The child’s self-expression
finds its freedom there. '

Tagore deeply deplores the fact that the Kast is losing its
individuality by its slavish tendency to ape the"West. “We hgve”,
he says, “for over a century been draggel by the prosperous west
behind its chariot, choked by the dust, deafened by the noise,
humbled by our own helplessness, and overwhelmed by the speed”. :
This chariot-drive, the Hast blindly believel to ba progress, and %
pompously called it “civilization”. It is only recently that we
have ventured to ask the questions, “Progress towards what?” and
“Progress for whom?”’. Western civilization brings progress to
those who want to be rulers of men and conquer their enemies, but
there stop, incomplete. It is like an expsriment in creation that
“began at the tail-end and abruptly stopped when the stomach was
finished”. Of late, the mind of the West has been taken up by an
aggressive force of greed. It is given more to construction than
to creation. The difference between the two deserves special note.

coeenennns Construction is for a purpose, it expresses our wants;
but creation is for itself, it expresses our very being”. Because of
its all-absorbing passion for acquisition, the West finds it impossible
to assimilate things to a living idea, without which they have no
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truth. Following blindly in the wake of the West, we in the Bast
are allowing ourselves to be carried away by a niggardly spirit of
utilitarianism, and we deteriorate on account of our passion for
power and pelf, helped by Science and Nation-worship, and the
idealizing of self-interest.

The sphere of the merely useful belongs to our lower nature.
We have a fund of emotional energy which outstrips the bounds
of usefulness. It is upon this surplus that true civilization is built.
It is to this surplus that the creation of Art is due. Rightly,
therefore, may the growth of Art among a people be taken as an

‘ ‘ - index of the growth of civilization among that people. Thisrelation

K of Art to man’s true civilization has been most beautifully set forth

3 in the lecture on “What is Art?” To Art, we might well say, with
Keats,

Thou wast not born for death, immortal Bird !
~ No hungry generations tread thee down.

The presiding genius of the materialism of the day stalks
about in the guise of the Nation, dominecring over all other
manifestations of human society. The spirit of the Nation— the
collective egoism of the people — with its intense consciousness of
self-interest concentrated in political organisation, has hardened
men’s minds. It has made the craving for money universal, and
has given the name of Progress to the raising of the material

standard of living. Consequently the people who were human,
who were creative and social in thair self-expression, have become
professional, enormously self-centred and anti-sozial in their mental
- outlook, In order to have peace, we should, according to Tagore,
- fight the spirit of the demon, the Nation. Only those races will
prosper who are ready to cultivate the spiritual magnanimity of
- mind that enables man’s soul to be realized in the heart of all races.
Tagore hopefully lcoks forward to the day when the egoistic sense
of Nationalism will be overcome, when the spirit of the age will be
~ Incarnated in a complete human truth, and the meeting of men
e ..-WIH be translated into the Unity of Man.

The spirit of the Nation, Tagore argues, stands in the way

of the true progress of humanity and of the joy and happiness of

~ man. The very goal and joy of human existence is to become one
- with God — to realize the Infinite. “Man becomes true if in this.

life he can apprehend God; if not, it is the greatest calamity for

MUL 23

I




The Mahuraja's College MAGAZINE

him”. The spirit of the Nation is essentially egoistic and
materialistic, and it does not lead to man’s true happiness. “Man’s
abiding happiness”, says Tagore, “is not in getting anything but
giving himself up to what is greater than himself, to ideas which |
are larger than his individual life, the idea of his country, of i
humanity, of God”. We should free ourselves from the confine- %
ment of the ego and extend our consziousness of God in devotion
and service, in goodness and in love, in order to be able to realize
the Infinite. This realization of the Infinite — of the paramatman
or supreme soul — within the antaratman— the inner, individual
soul —marks the state of absolute completion. The union of
the paramatman (the bridegroom) and the antaratman (the bride) is
the marriage of supreme love; and now goes on the endless lila,
the play of love.

__MIsS T. C. SUSEELA, CI. II1.
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CYLGLES.
“Which is the best Cycle for Indian Roads 7"
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"ROYAL LONDON.’
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§ THE COCHIN CYCLE EMPORIUM,
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THE LANGUAGE OF THE MALAYALAM G®Qi0d)o.

All lovers of the Malayalam language and literature should feel
grateful to the Cochin State Malayalam Improvement Committee and to
its present President, Mr. Ulloor S. Parameswara Iyer, for the publica-
tion of an Old Mal. prose work entitled g®219&)0 (whichis adapted and
elaborated from a Sanskrit piece of the same name), dealing with the
Puranic story of the futile peace-errand of Lord Shri Krishna on behalf
of the Pandavas to Duryodhana. The old manuseript which now appears
in print had long been in the possession of Mr. Parameswara Iyer to
whose indefatigable zeal for the discovery and publication of Old Mal. Mss.
the learned public of Malabar are already indebted.

The present work is important in many ways. It is perhaps the
earliest among the Mal. prose works so far made available in a depend-
able form. The period of the composition of the prose text known as
EoWal®o @A has not been ascertained with precision. The editor of the
BN H0W  of this work in the @G]QQJO@MUOHQH series roughly
assigns it to the campu period i. e. the period ranging from the 15th to
the 17th centuries A. D.. This opinion, however, is little better than an
obiler dictum ; and a great deal of uncertainty on this point will continue

to exist till some reliable external evidence ‘becomes available.

The lower limit for the date of composition of @@d)e ig evident
from the statement in the tail-viece of the Ms. that the present version
was copied in 564 M. E. This work is thus at least as old as the 14th
century A. D., — a period to which c@.g}‘{gmﬂmﬁ]ﬂﬁwmc‘ﬂo;and efleio@aldme
(the latter certainly composed some time after the former) belong. In
Mr. Parameswara Iyer’s opinion the date of the composition of the work
could not have been very much earlier than the date given in the
transcrips.

Linguistically, the work is of first-class importance ; indeed
there is an embarrass de richesse here, the discussion of which would require
a monograph for itself. The work bears abundant marks of the influence
of both those currents of literary and linguistic tradition—one native
and the other Sanskritic—that affected the Mal. language in the earlier
stages, often separately but at times jointly also. The influence of
Sanskrit was felt during these periods not only by Mal. but also by the
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other South Indian Dravidian languages, including Tamil. An examin-
ation of the 11th or 12th century commentary on the Tamil grammar
called aflos 010610 and of the 17th century grammatical treatise called
eys@iwalleatdo would reveal the nature and the extent of the influence
of Sanskrit on Tamil, considerably less extensive though it was than
the influence of Sanskrit on some Old Mal. works. So far as Mal. is con-
cerned, aflaloceiso refers to many of the directions along which the
influence of Sanskrit was felt, approving of some of them and discount-
enancing others. Further, the Malayalam equivalents of Sanskrit
constructions, given by that interesting little treatise called eroalo]
86010Wo (of a later period) furnish an excellent commentary on the
outlook and style of those Old Mal- writers who were steeped in the
Sanskritic tradition.

By about the 14th century, Mal. had developed most of its
characteristic’ (Old Mal.) features. Many of these are present in
this work, though a few exceptions have to be recognised: (i) The
sing. genitive ending 0 (with the voiced alveolar plosive represented
by the symbol for 0”’) appearing after person-denoting ™ and the aug-
ment ™ igabsent, though the commentary on eflarnoflel so envisages
itand Qg{g'TﬂQﬂﬁ’w Mo has four instances containing the endings; (ii) the
uniform use of a@™#S instead of @48 and of mf’mao, MBS
for 0Bk and 60EEag of ©0RISM2IG instead of CIRIBMID, (iii) -
the occurrence of the rare @d); and (iv) the absence of Muen\’ 0| H®
@002 (employed in g?‘%ﬁ’]eﬂmcmma and recognised by eﬂemuﬂm&a). :
The preservation in this text of certain features which mark a stage’
linguistically anterior to that of Qﬂﬁ—“’@q‘»’-‘ﬁm, and the absence of some
features recognized by aflanoflaime do not, however, embolden me to say

that the text belonged to an earlier period than the 14th century ; for,it
i a truism that the chronologzy of Old Mal. works cannot be determined
exclusively on the basis of linguistic characteristics alone in view of tw©
features that continually obtrude themselves on the attention of the
student of Old Mal- texts viz., the existence of regional variations in the
tempo of linguistic change in the earlier stages, and the influence of
tradition on the language. Nothing better illustrates this fact than the
language of the ™ 10eme 1 1enilded’s who use Tamilisms and archaisms
beside Mal. developments like the following:— (i} 0@’ 0®" beside M@’
® beside 9", efe; (ii) 60968 % beside @8 both as nominative and as
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inflexional stem (and af)&®do  t00); (iii) oﬁéy"@, oﬂ%" beside oﬁm";
o@90lan’ heside n§¥6010a’; (iv) the present tense ending DM, MW
beside 2 1 ; (v) @ROOM, HOOM® besidé @©, O, ~0@; Hada) @namirﬂ,
0003) beside ofimil-ew: adldesh beside ® Caded; @0 20lo beside @980

and ©26200; ey heside ~8)8240; ete., etc.

That convention and tradition have enormously influenced the
language of the present work is beyond doubt ; at the same it cannot be

" denied that many forms like the following which had their origin in
“popular speech’” and ‘‘lived and moved and had their being”
in the colloguial are also found in this text:— wailoq; af)egyo; CI3Y Qo
TEE, gfc,; DAI0E; @80600TM; 8o ; @REMAIGY, Al 611083 @00: a1

fm”]g%i ete.

I give below some of the prominent linguistic (mainly Old Mal.)
features of the work which deserve attention.

PHONETICS AND PHONOLOGY.

mrp G

1. The posi-dental @ does not occur initially in the word for “two’

i‘t which always appears in this text as ooz’ . Cf, the somewhat ‘“ponti-
! : fical’’ condemnation aflei>ofeis of the form ©ang i— “‘0ME0BY0 ..o - <
: W@ @10 ICR60)8.

9. The cacuminal @ is never an absolute final. Even in word-
compounds like "OJQ“—JOS » the “enunciative” following © is retained.
Cf. the observation in P—ﬂdafﬂﬂé-‘ﬁ:c —*‘a10q”?, “poq’? @‘9_})96’] coa,umo@']
85080090m%, and contrast the view expressed by ¢0g09sn3ladl (p. 96
of his work) about © as an absolute consonantal final in New Mal.

- 3. The following points may be noted in connection with external
% sandhi when vowels meet vowels:—

(a) The front glide ® already appears in instances like 0—.59{\-24
warmuoefleb, aflelylmowaimowled, oflswiul) yeacunelc salwwa

xunwled, though in symbolic representation a state of eJ®al@da also
appears in mmc))mm%esﬂndo @ealmunglod, aifajeealmindlod, ete.

(b) Elision of the final - ¢ of the first constituent of sequences
ocours in n@)$EMes) $emay’, alwlaslemosen’; psadlewsem;
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mb@ﬂmﬁg)mﬂﬂcﬂd’]n&ommmﬂﬂb; mdlegioda, exlaog|santoima;
@edlalemoimonangy,

(c), The old back glide »" appears in smal@msnesd; mafloa
B)o (20 and ©000R)0); DALY Bam; OHISRalEl4s1080; maimns;

ete; besides appearing in forms like ®@®@amaing’, mAladladoatnd’, dlae

@19Q” which have continued to be popular in Mal.

(d) Forms like the following show elision of a vowel accompanied
by compensatory lengthening:—

Accusatives of nouns (with final @) as in @%eQYo alEMRo0IZY;

H00) & aflenz o #3603’ ;mueEEMIAS); B ERCRIEA moﬂ&aﬂ%‘f; meeB afig
o S=oe . >

@@a336% . These and similar forms are common in the colloquial

even today.

(¢) The infinitive participle @l0®@ appears in this text as Al
(cf. @00 from 0@, alo¥ from aly®),

(f) Locative forms like &2lcb; coa0emlad; Qe maod,

(g) Verb-forms like aimoo@me; @Sl®dme; @ma‘ﬂé’]@'}.ﬂaa%m};ﬁ
@raidwdlenoo, - ‘

4. When vowels meet consonants in external sandhi, the follow-
ing features are noteworthy in this text.

(a) The gemination of voiceless plosives following vowels in
sandhi contexts is symbolically represented only in some compounds and -
sequences, while in others it is not. Compounds like ®aémem000
&Sy S5, alobodIS) without the doubling under reference are
certainly peculiar; while instances like 2011505 210D 583 50D f@%‘“@ :
o;I6ng (where there is no doubling) correspond to the practice, already

current in the Middle Tam. colloquial and the west coast dialect, of
retammg the voiceless plosives short after geminated surdq and the
“enunciative”,

{(b) After the accusative ending, the doubling is sometimes shown
as in &dmmaga%g’s @alpdlome oy nd; maailamadesns’; but not
represented in others like &ggoMYMomMadlay; @o ¥y memseslagm’;
85001000 TEOT]; 9BIGNow @gladeomalon’; aflan &0)e.oiogs;

etc,.
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(¢) After infinitive participles, doubling is represented in a few
mtlmate sequences like 2 6la06 2j6@; aveamolg (1deg|5008; al02|SOBS

o 12@, but in others the gemination is not shown, as in 2®© HSOU ; &S
al0gg’; 001gOsMEl; Eosan 2100 281@3); ete.

(d) ‘Only intimete sequences like @glodeoms’, oa10p()ayeada’,
@@ RETHS show the doubling after conjunctive participles (with ).

(e) After the seventh case forms with ©0b or 2#@d and affer
third case forms with @ the doubling of voiceless plosives is
absent :— @J@oemedISIdlebemoans ©0180)g";  O@MEDIMmEd  Aleminise
52108’ ; sl ob:); et

=3 -

1t 1aay be noted that the absence of ‘‘doubling” in many of the
ahove-mentioned contexts was already a feature of the colloquial variety
of Middle Tamil and of the west coast dialect. For illustrations, see my
“Mal. Phonology”’.

5. So far as the meeting of consonants and, vowels in external
sandhi is concerned, I need mote here only the instance of “needless
doubling” of 08 in n12emwaflowes, Cf. a similar “needless” doubling

in instances like @eoiomes @odflanicd, 6504818100 0N H0 MR, efc,

in aeagmgg@.sw A Da,

6. The meeting, in external sandhi contexts, of consonants aﬁd
econsonants shows the following peculiarities in this text:—

(a) The elision of ™ before dental aF; as in P IR0LIPSEOVDOIBTO
o7l ig very rare in this text which has many instances like aokﬂg:p
ol ssled without the elision.

(b) Many of the types of literary Tam. changes, mentioned by
aflaio@)eido as occurring in external contexts in Old Mal., are not meg

with- in_;.this text.

(¢) The instance ©1198omled shows how the characteristic
0ld Mal. change disapproved by aflaiooflaiso, of 8 to &1° in this context
has already become eurrent. Cf. 2obg s’ , @alocda}ao®, etc. in 240
el e,
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(d) semwaich, av.oglaieh, @ebaltond, show the change of Skt.
o to &, though @Loal Bm%’];‘ﬂ has the voiced sound normally before

vowels following.

It has to be remembered, however, that this change of Skt. @ o af
is attested by the use of 2103281®)nicd (beside ﬂ‘@“ﬂ@mf with 0
arising from a rule of literary Tam. gandhi change, and mwﬂﬂq@m@“)
already in numerous Middle Tam. inscriptions of the tenth and eleventh
centuries.  (See my “Mal Phonology”.)

(¢) I may note here the form ©0R2#06md (beside ©oR9de0), in
which e’ (altered later to @ under the influence of the analogy of forms
like atosmwaImmod  EnIMRAOTWAIMId where o’ is normal) is the

‘vesultant of the meeting of o and 2°.

(f) The characterically Mal. internal sandhi change of ¢ o’
to &2 (which then became simplified to e’ ) is evident in the use of
Oﬂ%" in this text. @.g{{gmﬂéﬂﬂw 0835 and the ad10eme works have forms

with both ¢33 and em',

: 7. Other interesting phonological archaisms and peculiaﬁties are
‘the following.

(a) Dropping of sounds in (i) Da1eges (beside @md’ﬁ’ao); of.
forms like ®8lwoanig/lcdoaioge in old inseriptions (ii) @280 O0%
(for 80@09@m?¢}1 another colloquialism represented in some early
inscriptions (Cf. 92602003 in SN RIDAIDo); (iii) adzembals do EROY
oo, 83013 of, omga& without the © in a 1lth century

inscription.

- The contraction amod® (from of¥’lod’ . which is the past
stem of e@)¢rS\od in gOaIdd)o) occurs once.

(b)) ®¢ is exclusive in this text; e10g1g’; s@mig’; eaIqsls;
821Qa 150" ; MEIHIY) g{1#9915008; etc. The printed edition of g%mﬂ
eflmusascee shows 004'5’ which occurs in other texts also, though 239
was used to mean ‘to fall {dead) on the battlefield’ in instances like alg
ao\da g oafl coand, etc. z
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§@012 2> hag, however, 853 and ©a'®220) with of) in the first
syllable; 683 oceurs in very early inscriptions.

(¢) The assimilative change of & to @, m fo 600’y 0¥ to an’,

etc. had materialised in Mal. at the earliest known stages, as evidenced
by inscriptional instances. The change of ®d" to ™", however, is

npt attested by any of the early stone -- inscriptions unequivaocally.
A document ( writtén on plates ) attributed to the 11th century
(Tr. Arch. Series, V, p. 61) has a® (for ®8a’) in a1 o1l asom, 5 atam;

a cadjan-leaf record (of a 12th century document) and a copper plate
document assigned to the 13th century also show o (from m5‘00)

but I do not know how far theose documents could be relied
on. 2gpmlafllemscro uses the symbol M3  throughout. The

present printed edition of aflaiaei a1, contains . a very few instances

with @’ (for ®Q") in the illustrations; but the commentary refers only

to @2’ and the discussion of the nature of ®Q’ in the commentary on

I. 2, does not make it clear whether 7i80° already had the value of o’
~ in the Mal. of the time.

g@ao)je has only the symbol M@Q’ for instances like Gﬂ&fa
921080”; a1dlda’ sdlasiada’, @@andd’; ete.

(d) Finaloe for @S 03814 ade etc.

(o) ®PCRI% appears as 289810, the change having been induced by
the unaccented position; but ®RLIEWI does not show any change. 2¢m
- mﬂtﬁ-ﬂmmmo and erle1aolaiss have ®oeald  while the m’}@mﬁo works

~ have af6gy> and @&,

(f) 82930 shows only c@M#° and no a@odlas’ (which latter
the present printed edition of .@.g.gmﬂé-ﬂmmmmo shows); only D&Bem
and no Ma@dleam. '

- (2) Skt. 2" appears as o in the following adaptations:— @6]
avaodsdo; eaIAIN0; eaialocb#e6)ay (beside 6\1!9.!90’5:9@@')%)5 60 T MW
QIamad; aloaind; ote. ‘

(h) Skt oz appears as ¢ in m-‘@mw'lgzﬂoeegjgm.
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MORPHOLOGY.

Nominal Bases.

1, O1d bases like E@MovAINING; EREIS); ARMISM; ddlededds;
@lwajsmy’; NAgY; omsgyes modaioal’; a1deg(ais: mleadomos;
msad@soaind; aralagma’; ete.

2. Skt. tatsamas like @"]mw (beside BlgyILIaIW0); e &
©I@o; @RAGH; BWO.

(3} &
3. There are no e :@mﬂ@@@om forms in g@a19B)o.

Nominal Inflexions.

1. Qom@ees &#emeds; mmigpalRam &emade show a
peculiar use of the accusative before #5ma®, perhaps motivated by the
analogy of the nse of the accusative before 823921 (the old infinitive
participle of 8a190d) in @ealamag 06l ete. :

9, (a) The use of the third case 895 in connection with the verb
621Qn)S denoting separation is very frequent in this text: @RaUEWIS
e1qQnlg’; ©9%8)3000BEH 0T 801283 &g@mmos 301Qa 560 10615 DI
swos 6a1Q1lg ;5 ete.

(b) @9 ig used with the forece of the postposition £05 in the
following:— @RE 30U HRNLIOREZ0HSIN; ol ©0B0EDIASId; B2 16@IS0H0
PIODIOSIAD. :

(c) ©°9° is used with M10IGA & : . T2ACHER0S a3 | Bs)0do
28100’ ; etc,

3 (a) While the fourth case endings #5 and the Ttsa)® 2 (the
latter after ®@and the augment 229) are fully differentiated and develop-
ed, the sixth case @0 (i. e. the alveolar plosive d followed by e¢) is never
found in this text after words with person-denoting o or with the augment
o0d; (the'text has only 205 jp glasmum R §5; ERARS MR HS; MyIWILY
Mmas; @V|MOowEs; ofjmoes; olawas; ete.).— It has to be
observed in this connection that alleto@aiso “does record the Mal.
development 90 and g%m‘*}m‘]mmmwo has four instances containing
this ending.
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(b) @ooflsemodegd oaniauzje has a dative form aonilsop s’
instead of emoilseomas,

(¢) a)m@’ in o@m@wﬂ@mﬂgm@a is & form that is mot
tommon in the colloquial today except in expressions like @M@ msad.

4. This text uses M&od [wad+med] numerously in  contexts
_where modern Mal, would use 2 ob: — edod)sobal2f; areder
- @.6210200 00 | ered; ami@od; ete.

j 5. of)eso the aLLEsNIOW ™M word denoting ‘‘familiarity” without
B ‘contempt’”’, is very common in this text, though it is met with neither
in Qgggmsl&ﬂﬂwmo‘aa nor in erleiachlalso.

* “‘egeleo “mom’]ando”@s@m Aieigage in the commentary
; on the first sutra of the first “3183e; ANCAYIWLAD @ROIMB@S:re--e)
MO “@65”, PNoLL @—@@@ 51 Baram) ~ mm@jas,mmandd, @oai)

©m0o_in the commentary on II, 11.

6. ©62896® the form linguistically anterior to 28229621, is,
exclusive in this text appearing as 8€3808@;— WAPMNIHVWIER IEW ;
al@a¥oa 1021008 0 13601622688 IBW; amerolymaoéocmmsm@awy’@@i etc,

Of. 25600 in 20092 JEINRSERICW; B2log|oslwicd S
gis18laldo menivmiaBeg 9 sewisw.

7. The directives with a}#s’ are absent, while the follovnng
types occur.—

(i) amodlm woewidd), eeallsodfleangmmagle;
(ii) @M ol mr120a;
(iii) @E@woRIsMIds] gm0 ds), soobemnadd), saemods]

 ~ ' 8. There is no full-blown qualificatory 2@ in this text, The
~ following may be regarded as containing transitional forms:— #1¢ss)
% oé]as’]ae.l ©IROBOE OB ﬂmﬂ_gg S hete :ﬂa"\w:ﬂaﬁm'icﬁé\sm-f contammg
fthe grooo 2601 aff) (shortened, as very commoniy in Mal, to n@) has :
~to be ‘construed” with 22},
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maemgeg)mﬂm:am atodjemai@emamemads @M, where
again mM@wggmﬂmm has to be related directly to the verb-form
@AM,

Tt may be noted that the 20003621 af) (shortened to af)) oceurs in
other instances in the text like oosglocl Hg), Era MILIOD | Babl
eeoslalear ainlasallflovzow’.

9. Among plurals, the following old forms are noteworthy:—
ocomodesmdd (beside mmam()o)g

@EA0HD, ERMYOHT, 2I0MLAIHs;

0108 65 (beside the nominative Da1dsCo);
@R OmAlA 608 J0;

mo&l(b, an@mdz’ afalomo,
The ending 2°® occurs in 1¥ea1024-293 (quite a peculiar form!)

Demonstratives.

1. While the long ®® occurs (@@ g@am, @Y OCRUYo, B 2’ @o,
etc.), the long 220 is not.represented as such.

" The short @ is used (with and without the gemination of the
initials of words following):—
sailecesn- (beside 2Y2100)
walgye (beside 2AUTR0)
s afl@alse (beside 241 @0-159)
9. @a’ is met with in 0200189 (beside 2AUVEEYD),

3. madlodlmes mafleco  @enlleco, Qmmmiooﬂéoo show
stems with the augment—Oo0© (preceded here by %)

4, @egofloanws illustrates the use of @@ with the force of an
adjective. = S : ’

5. nJelal alone is used here (aalod atowlmq); aleig) and
2ilaig’ are not met with., COf, also ©20.29amal in Lo .2MA ERY LB
ALl &Y 6o, ==
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6. o092 without the augment 00’ beside m@&;”ﬁo@o o)

E’]gﬂgamg

Pronouns.

1. ofmas’ ig exclusive; there is no a§)fl@s’; the present editions
of gmmﬂo.ﬂnucmmo efle1ooal So and ™MIoeme works have only

o)) 85,

2. 600080 asanominative and 0068 as the accusative
appear; there is no instance of €8 in the text; the ©nvlacewdlas)

edition of & g}%mﬂ&ﬂm@c‘ﬂmo (reprinted in book form) has both ememdo
and n@n‘ﬂ@ﬂ

2. Theolder use of @B in ®erglealalosm®’ ‘amongst them.
selves’, oNemwoisdo @meag muilédlgyd ‘themselves’; ®oeglab@s)
o8 od omegled ®ard @OBg 0SS CERAS OOBAE afl€lajems) is
met with.

3. m@amond crgoomﬂroa@ond n@@@omﬂ? ‘wha.t then, indeed, is the
mat’aer‘? ’; another c0)®®208? ‘why waste words?’

4, epawasmaeH)od shows an old use of @RAl@AL,

Verb—bases.

(4]

1, eeoy’ g A5
Doy’ ' niges . : :
©a®y (asin oflecowalasy atem’ (of. @atap’of HgywoLe)

and in @J@)@00M0 Dagy')

adloq’
DyBs and wos’ ss” aflgar
afe’ ‘to be suited to’ ‘to
;meet’ ‘to unite’.
#1g (as in O@mgloar 215)) 2¢asd (as in S@EMIEYINIOO]

@b g¢#d))
agar
29
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DEA-FoM afog’
a0y (used separately) LITE S
o a1q a8’ oy
oads

o1 d0@s° (modern 4’y

aonggy’

Compounded bases like the following:—
801QAIS A 20 &s
ealg) 21019” ‘o come to the £ 08sme0q’
light of day’
enyallgs’ . oloamogs’
- a100m:SId HsOmQ

cow@m)oaa” (later Vo@IdE f g \adNa’

the campu period)

3. @o®s’ is used alone and also as a partially decolorised
help—verb in D@z’ a@gm’)mg MmSOOBE’ m’]moro’\.%mg 080080

rmg mmﬂ%m% etc.

4, Adapta.tmns from Skt., like Q@8 5 Wg:ﬂ:ﬁﬂase qv.eoal) 88
e honeur’ (as i mn&mowmm_,gmoeﬂ&ﬂ;amam avoeoal].op; oﬂ.a.lo
B1@s° ‘4o consult’ (as in ERGWIANREM ofl 2ad)8 ) @odlwoay); @Ml
o) s (gg i in YOOI’ Ea 0 @emal o0Tla) mmmfﬂg:ﬂ%)

5. The base & appears as 8% in numerous forms like &g’
egs: 2a0ln10fl00d  eRENHs a6 0 a8 By amoggﬂnﬁoa@m@ but
;ggmaaﬂoﬁ 2 garoamam, ggmomﬂcﬂmemw show af)o :

_ It is noteworthy that ado alrea.d_v appears in the earhest
Tra.va.ncore mscnptlons.

- ofsm, the. mﬁmtive participle of the base @i, appea.rs
commonly in this text with the force of Skt. @wte.

7. aod appears in the prohxbttlve ®a19 used separately, and also
in combination as in mfﬂaumeaa : =




8. @d3) (the conjunctive participle of @ood) as in Q-ﬂﬂ@ﬂnﬂfﬂ '
80 @eomolew; and @I} (the conj. participle of @) both ocour in
'Ehls text, ®@oadd) appears to have gone out of use afterwards, but
2®O) (as DMWINe®) was kept up in af)avilé®: the aflGem. works have
"gndo‘] mm'ﬂ Qfondo‘] chﬁﬂ aflov) and OQGOE)

: 9. @e®@2’ is represented (only with the meaning of dlfﬁculty or
;1mpra.0tmab1hty’) in &801308 @25 ©R O@ @I | 0d; «uo{ﬂa&@mo
w‘]aaﬂco"b malg @,

Personal endings of finite tense-forns.

1. The lack of personal endings is quite frequent in connection
with both “non-rationals’” and “‘rationals”

2. Not all personal endings are used in this text. I find only
 the following types:—

~ Present tense first person sing :—®@®@#:1endoad; @@Dug;g'\mﬂoﬁdg_
ba) ﬂﬂq nﬂﬁqﬂﬂdﬁﬂﬁ

» pl:—only one form Heri1e80.

third person sing:- participials like e wemda il He)
endoom (e o).

Past tense ﬁrst person sing :—208ma3 Hasnsad, etc.

. second = :—one instance in Efnﬂmg:ltga m‘] e
(with elision of @’y :

5 third ,» rational sing and pl:'_- M) .';[9_05, 'éi;'c.;
,» non-rational p—@eln axly™ as rare
: ' ~ instances.

~ Future first person pl:— one mstance in 8alsaI0MI6 (8at0
P ' = ' aa.lamvv)

77.-'Fiitt.i-.re third person pl:i— one instance in ‘T\J-ﬂﬁa{!ﬂgﬂ@.

other personal endings are absent. -
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3. While full-fledged tense-expletives exist in 2OEOAEMO - EHCD
aid; a_,;oaﬂsmgsm‘l@ @eMy®WeMs etc., there are a number of construc-

tions like the following in this text which stand for the transitional or
intermediate stage through which original participials gradually
developed into forms with tense-expletives:— :

afi®eaismade 2top{ldog.

Ao sadyes alswiwomist CoRMGA0HOD SEBILED]EIISID.
oo legeis)add)o.

wumas afll®a) avemyallsciwss 62RO,

aflaim EeayBas cwIw)mIladog.

The present tense.

The Mal. ending 20mMa’ which appears from the time of the
earliestinscriptions is very common;but 208 also appears in forms
like ERE56W0I aflyan@sadq®adcd (where the 2 may have been due

to “attraction” as well as to lack of stress), in ®O)@smda@osled, in
salmasqmonns gefldegisomoomda’. : :

: 2 adq’ appears in rare instances in early inscriptions, as in
agn@g o [Tr, Arch, Series, IV, p. 19]. :

The present tense.

1. The past conjunctive participles of ®@#: and @alod appear
always in this text as @@®’ and 6099@" respectively, while the finites
are @) and @2100). The modern practice is to use the forms @Ry w)

 and 8290 for the participles as well as for finite verbs (except in poetry
where @@®’ and ¢210@° appear for both participles and finite verbs.)

2. savwlmom (in szud]cgjamﬂmand) is a rare form occurring
in this text. Cf. & similar 8039@1™MoM in the 15th century @g¥uoLo.

3. aido for alom (beside o™ itself) is a peculiar form; such
forms are met with in Qgﬁgmﬂﬁ]mﬂfﬂ%o and efle190atss.  See my
E. M. M. p. 64.

4, The past stem of a@)¢@d is in this text not the linguistically -
older a¢x3law’— nor is it the later af¢smoq’— bup oBgafloa’.
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g'gggnﬂmﬂmammo has af)gscno a, while afloeans works show af)gadlaw
and o@¢emoq’. Though afenslon’ doss riot ocour here, a form a@}oq’
(which must have been the contraction of older forms) does exist;

5. aflew’ (the past stem of afl¢’) and 20am (of 2106 ) ocour.

The future tense.

1. afl@ad........ als; oeéleslddoaid ealsy  adlQe; sre

illustrations which show that the 2o.future finite had already begun to

be employed in Mal. for other persons than the third person sing. of
“rationals” and ‘“‘irrationals” and third person pl. ‘‘non-rationals”,
for which forms alone the wm-finite was used and sanctioned in Tamil.

2. ®@®o (from @) appears in €A ERED; EOQYINRAI0; ©.2IY0;

alerdo .. ... Mowlde (which last-mentioned construction is
syntactically out of vogue today).

The indeterminate tense with 27.

This is used (i) with the force of a future as in 9aloqy e@oa%;
emaad mafﬂmﬂgj; amIRe nFlgl; ADIM. BEPRIBISW xyan-ﬂgﬂ; (ii) as a
“gentle imperative” as in Q“ﬂg;d 8B3eMI 210y d; aldOD 68052 V2
@0)6@® £506my, 5 matam emacd eamodlg{1ad: (iii) as an “indeterminate’
tense expressing a “ universal ” idea, as in m““—‘ﬂﬂﬂ@“ﬂ&j 6P o;
gafled mneom ajewavdlyy: (iv) with the restrictive a@ in a word
preceding it, as in naweleny @edlwoqy.

This 2 is also analogically introduced in forms like @RV&)Q:
aflebanlony -29d (=Neomeg yosygs mdy) afjaflsoo ey, afail soof) ey -
L T-SER

The infinitive participle.

‘1. The older—a appears in forms like &5, onid)la ads aflo (for
oilow) 9@o even when separately used: —e also appears sometimes
as in ER&HHAI,

2. The older infinitive participle (ms,m"!ma@_gg) is used in &
larger number of contexts than in New Mal. :—
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@E6AISE0; 6 2181DS d) Ko, @«ﬂrﬂaaagcsgm (of. Tam. colloqum.l
GUO&)Q%G%=QQJ3&G’H) rmm.pm.lsr@o(_modem@m’haa&;amnmo) M Sonls
n@f)cm @RY¥MIIS 012 2O IVWA; o) 6 o0g oramaud af)5P8 OONOII)
aamsmgnﬂ;.

: 3. The adverbial future participle (@ﬁa@@_ﬁ—‘ﬂmﬂmq’s afldallmew

230) is also fully developed and freely used: ﬂJ@mﬁ—-‘O@mQ@m% amf)
@b ML aReGalaNge @m@am’]gﬂond M ODACRIDS B0 m.zowamomaamomi

meaosamloﬁgﬂgﬂacd 6000 B LY.

The relative participle.
- 1.. @)D is a tradition-derived form occurring frequently in

this text.

9. The combinations of relative participles with G@Qu are
common:
‘Manner— af)@eam @o.3{) 2jai0q’ qvadesns mﬂ;
nan]&mW%mad’
af)@Racn @oal ammaaaf]ndomaq“,
@OYHDE 219 20Q m"];
- a@fb&am'ampaq? =

‘Effect’ or  IW0AI0IBAING o o) 92105 ca_m«ﬂm!q.
Purpose = ﬂ@"ﬂQ‘@“me ete.

3, anmmmwwm;o&ﬂ«ﬂae"!mdm ©SEINTMAINI OB I 111u5trateg'
an 01d MaI relatival use which I havediscussed on p. 83 of my E. M. M. ~

By aua.logy, the same relatival construction appears in wmm&"fﬂ
a0 mad\csﬂcnd’)o afle1ogy atoemwal s o,

Participial Nouns.

Noq ratmnal” participial nouns-appear in this text with final
mgg ‘“.I_D and &

(9,) amg\a&og} m@@\mﬂom- ama&ﬂm!og

82100 in 6R_jagam 0% 1I6la9siNe 621RD af)abordss
so arl@xf)oflgy nloemR expresses ‘intention’ or ‘resolve’.
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7 (b) aqe,asoam”indo”lamom; ama%gﬂsoﬂ«m&; 1400 Nadiaddl @ead
'spg_";rm'ceam’}fmaoaa; oflomdoegy eniameigymedled 6 210a{ladd]@.

: : (c) 90D isused by only as atense-expletive in O-ﬂs;mﬁ\@; Qsms‘@
- aaowly,

‘ @ @uﬂﬁiﬂ&d@&cﬂ:; amgf]ndqma.eﬂm%; mwa::mo@”; DO AEBQG
= éﬂ@; @smgoaMg; 212 ®IWAl; GROIDe onlg.

Forms with 292 (with long 2v) do not occur in this text.

I have elsewhere pointed out how @@ was original and primary
- and the others are all phonetic derivatives:

(i) @2 arises from @D on account of the unaccented position.

(ii) =9@ may have been the resultant of two processes:— Forms
I like #99)@g’ ®smdlog may have lost the unaccented vowsl before &
o in rapid cnlloquial enunciation and given rise to 80‘5‘]@ etc. with com-

‘pensatory lengthening; secondly, the influence of Mal. finites with
m'v (lengthened for emphasis from £2) like Sloiﬂ fﬂ@mﬂ n—'gmﬁ] may have

'--_produced forms (Wlth_ tense - expletives) like 8956].@2 etc.

; It is remarkable that 29D appears commonly as atense-expletwo
for the finites of the type of 63356@, a®o91® and does not usually crop
_upin participial nouns in the literary dialect, though the colloguials have
- such forms with ©90.

(iii) 2®@is another vhonetic variant of @°2 in unaccented posi-
twns, in instances like © S0 ERAITo, ete. :

 In instances like b‘-'?—“Qﬂ‘Yd’l@'Jmﬂﬂb —QJl%]’f’m@ a.nothef factor
'*‘motwatmg the change was the influence of Mal. finites with 2 like
: amgﬂn&q 2l

~ (iv) Forms w1th 992 are not found in this text, but occur in
VBI Old Mal. texts. This 29@ arises from the operation of two
: rs: firstly, forms like 229Ql20, become “contracted” to @252, with
th ,,‘hi),isus of the unstable syllable ™ and with compensatory lengthenin
6f the previous 2; secondly, in forms liké IR, ete, the influence of Mal*
ﬁnstes W1th long 20 {lengthened from 2 for emphasm) may have been

5
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Optatives.

Third personal optatives (beside second personal ones) with
# and #9 are common in this text:— 2900088 CIVISEMOB OLIIBa ARSI
819 y9alag 9038 B@&aflgs M) ds: MLIAOTVE oD @R #9 aloemp
arsdos aflaom adloajogs  ~Iglaosauarlebal® o, escenad  mimuldo
g156a10mas: afleso msemen mafllson)med a1meaIIRIM: ete.

Verbal nouns with &, #.

The deep-rootedness of these forms in Mal. is illustrated by
instances like the following in §@Qi08)0:—

aNgom almoamdleimosmye meges aaficesyeom @a1000W Yo
asng’; 9Bonld) afSH0IQyVIS YRS ; a_m"l%a,a:oocoe: ©21Q; 2B
sar malladdsesigluon; emgleogess’ s Jde07)e) oo20w’s
er@leaNde aflaweiw’; 02890196T)0hERAL; CIRMYWe & Ligaled Yy
QesnEMEs’

Conditionals.

1. The participial followed by ®@#led js a common con-
struction:— &61500)5) 6 A ada Do) ab: a,amﬁﬂm']ndqmaoeﬂéao; Ha1af)
aé}uﬁddoma-ceﬂe,w; ete.

9. The native #l@® (originally isolated from @Q;lod  @ald
) <c?\), is used not only in forms like o) @d, a0 g) 24a s&1od but also
peculiarly in forms like 00@#15010 ©@: ofallson)meyslsaia; afigom
®e)ANsel0, <7

3. The very old 20 appears with a conditional force in the
following:— §2)a® oldluoOme & a1d)ad &ang"; Mo 12 BORHA aaa,.
cmoé}g’]oﬂéﬂud asmr;’; MEN@aUPaooRes @2 lolod as@ilg {ladad
o : :

Negatives.

1. Forms like atenlg) oo:gley aidlndslgy ANwadlgflgy o
Wﬂ@ﬂgﬁ have a unique long ®v instead of © (in Mgyy); D apnears'
ordinarily in old texts only-in @&l
; 9. 8800 aflgsgiseo, ©21908D are singular prohl-

bitives now gone out of use except regmnally.
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3. @810 is separately used in ®82 8K (cf. agionfldlm@ in ©20
.D.Mﬂ@o, and 8§10 DAUEBIG MBa¥o 0 IOAUT  jn HERYRTIVIWeNa). it also
appears in combination, in @G)owagyo,

alog)d jg another form in the text which looks like being the
infermediate form between old m&©0843 and New Mal. QG

4. The Mal. negative type (embodying tense-affixes in finites)

is represented in this text only by non-finite ferms:— EP@®26®@: &ald

0@ avadisem®ad) 5.

5. ©9%)0)80Med 21QIMalane shows only @ (and not @@ as in

modern language), as in 210D
Miscellaneous.

1. There is no instance of 8280 in the ftext; on the other hand,
the older forms exist in 2 oocufldlwgal 92108 and in Tz BDIooS Al
w9y,

2. 8al:@o ‘enough’ (instead of nﬂ).

3. This text shows 65(0'109@@5, while g%mﬂﬁlmamma and aflas
@laise have 8618090 algo '

SYNTAX. : =

The influence of Sanskrit is very conspicuous here. Many Mal.
constructions pointed out by 6210210 )85M10Wo gg equivalents of Skf. ones
have representatives in this fext;—

1, Skt. concord of gender and number:—

(a) m@%aw@ﬁ@m@mﬂ@an gal o
S MOWIH W wa;
20O B0 gm‘boaamq.mam;
g\o%wacsﬂ@m') WO BBV,

(b) @soamm@Eds BRI MEgel
85951010 101A5 B0 MaIOR 6@ e deoms;
ERYHAIORR IS ]|T NI OBD,

9. Concord of second “case’” between ailewwantsm and m’hcraosg):._
6692)®) HQ—a ) S YVIY ORIILIDIG]I BN OB ee- - ..

3. orleceamsn’y are sometimes consecutively set out in the
Sanskrit fashion:— ©j@jozesmiagasmon0ougRMe’ oWYAIBMIg0w
Gomew’ ... 2EOOlEO 8 SPMNIP ... 008aIC) gy 32 16)QyOMITT 5
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aAlaNairfldlwoggemora’ aflaysrvaisailomoow’ ALy ®OL MMl
B ®MOOIHIN v vie

4. Relative and conrrelative constructions:— oidsmuoelo aflgme
a0 Z|8@I0d @INIaMIBITE @RAIE™ D: Wo@Ida @2A00CIRAI]
8DIGI0 EOOIIN2%0; @ @R 310198, mﬂ@@ﬂ@@ﬁﬁdeo@a&ﬂr’g e

5. Use of participials as predicates:—
@l movsemav e afgam@s endoons: gegowmnd @ emaaf) aseadoonsd,
6. The locative absolute construction is imitated or adapted in
the following:—@@ooaxn’sd @ l@aig]- alon )@ sm80so; @‘]ms
OTED e ol W) RN aomolds)ado @oalmund)ats Slasrumem -wmwaa_:(orrd
ooty @ooiquodlel; 2atImmMe @Gldeeaiey. AOMYREM afl€) oy
Bdr50 18600 m'\a&:@mﬂsam?:; etc.

.. 7. Passives galore:— 0ugjomieosm odlamocd alsmildegygoad
o&ar.\md, zanoeueflnes ewmog:urlwies msgﬂg’hﬂ:ﬂmndo aDoPBAR
20@RIM AN () @IGd anlapra 5ol @,

8. Change of native Dravidian word-order:—
LHAVTVIWNB OaeSs 20GHRMOT) 580 aldleale ®a080 o_!oo@ze»m

Mo l@redy emmmiswin. ofsopsss ©afl@alseon; 20w
- 9saia18lajoram anerwallmd’; m@mamgoﬁ\m mm’lmoa%om
9-' Farticima.l- nouns are used with the force of &lwsarlecron
om'g:— nrndqamo%’] ayogls’ m’lvusmamsm@%&,m—g aolgfladouad -
8 oMo o & oem) A lwd (Where @-’JJJQ\@OOJ”& has the

foree of the conjunctive participle amm ) St QG]“M"’-"‘”&Q =

agnfleod  emoadindonind @ndqamu&qmm%rogsmﬂﬂnanﬁ
o@ang g afmomzlen %md aagowmm)'}
@aisl. Similar constructions exist in Tamil also

~ 10. Miscellaneous instances of Sanskritic and __Sénskrit\-
inflvenced constructions.
' (i) ee@enioms.

(ii) The frequent use of Oilomo, aflelom, sadgm mstead of __
natlve postpositions.

(i) @oamIndq B200IRATBWIUs.
(iv) QfﬂQMJﬁacﬂuammegg}_ond

L V Ramaswamz Az Jar, M. A., B. L
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THE MATHEMATICAL ROMANCE
of Poly Hedron and Ray Show (=ratio).

Poly was a plane yet rather acute girl, for her features were
regular though angular and her form symmetrical, while Ray was a
round faced young man of squure build and sef purpose and fired
opinions. They lived in adjacent regions and their paths often
intersected.

Poly was a complex young woman of wariable temper, who
trusting her ¢ncreasing power over Ray, kept his hopes oscillating
from zero to infinity. But at last she became so arbitrary that he
reached the limit and flew off at a fangent, a very cross Ray show
(=ratio). Still his love was constant and the period of their estrange-
ment was of ¢nfinitesimal duration.

One day a loci (=low sigh) escaped her lips, and Ray who
was far from obtuse, noticed the sign and asked, “ Will you give
me a demonstration of your love by a sweet osculation?” She was
an independent girl, but so similar were their inclinations that she
did not object when she was encircled by his arms.

Mr. I. Cosa Hedron was a solid business man everywhere
dense in affairs of the heart, to whom the ideal elements of life were
unknown. He and Ray held opposite opinions, so when Ray came
to the point of the matter he received at a megative answer and
Poly’s father growing irrational called him a locus for stealing a
girl’s affections before he had solved the problem of the H. C. L.
However, Ray inherited a valuable section of land and Mr. I. Cosa
Hedron, who could differentiate between imaginary and real wealth,
gave his consent.

A large number of relations attended the wedding. - There
was the uncle whose perimeter nearly equalled his height and the
cousin who was a prime favourite and the vacuous minded old maid
saying “prunes and prisms.” The bride was the focus of all
attention as she appeared in a gown cut on straight lines with a
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~on her third dzgzt he Whlspered “The wond is II for me Wlth' =
~ you as the centre of my ex1stence. Throwmg her bouquet ma
- parabolic arc to her attendants, the happy pair sped - ) ;
the pyramids for a honeymoon, far from the icy poles :
previously projected. They lived happily since they he
mentary dmposxtmns and Poly stayed in her proper Sphere.

—The Amerzcom Mathematical Manthly, Jam. 1936‘




HIND! LITERATURE.

The Aryanswho migrated into the plains of N. W. India
centuries ago were speaking a language (Indo-Aryan) which
received a literary culture in quite ancient times, and its literary
form became known as Sanskrit i.e. ‘purified’ language. This
Sanskrit became fixed by rules of grammar, but the ordinary speech
of the people which is called Prakrit (i. e. natural) gradually changed.
This change was different in the different areas where the Aryans
settled down in groups, and so many Prakrit forms, having many
characteristics in common, were developed. Some of these forms

. also became fixed like Sanskrit and received literary culture as for
instance Pali, Magadhi, Maharastri, Sauraseni. Although the
. change in the natural speech of the Aryans was gradual and con-

tinuous, a close examination of the fixed Prakrits reveals three stages
of development as primary, secondary and tertiary Prakrits. The
tertiary Prakrits are called Apabhramsas, and they are the direct
parents of the modern languages of N. India, which came into
independent existence somewhere about 1000 A.D. Thus Hindi
is to Prakrit as English is to Low German.

The genesis of Hindi has been briefly described above. Now
before describing its literary development it is highly necessary to
clear the ambiguity regarding the word Hindi and explain its
relation to Urdu and Hindostani. The term Hindi is very often
applied ina loose sense to the speech of the whole of N. India
between the Punjab and the Sind on the west, and Bengal on the
East. But there are really 4 languages in this area, viz. Rajastani,
Western Hindi, Eastern Hindi and Bihari. Though these langu-
ages have different direct parentages, there are many points of
similarity among them, and a person knowing one can easily
understand the others. The chief literary dialect of E. Hindi is
Avadhi, the language of the Ramaite school of Vaishna poets and
the Sufi romantic legbnd writers. There are two important literary
dialects of western Hindi, Braj Bhasa—a language as musical as
the Italian, if not more — and Khadi Boli (modern literary Hindi),

47

“‘ iy \E' {Héi A El‘.é i ‘“ i .ir;’.‘:‘ ;.:i' ﬁiﬁ

N A R C AN
S5 "{ki\ml'.\‘.l‘; !"V:"‘: EI A,

2



The Moharaja's College MAGAZINE

the common medium of expression and modern literary language
of all those North Indians, mostly Hindus, who do not employ
Urdu. Urdu is a development of Khadi Boli, or strictly speaking
a Persianised form of Hindi. The word means ‘Camp’, and this
form of the language grew up around the camps and bazaars of the
Mughals outside the Delhi Palace. Subsequently it received literary
culture under the patronage of high officials of the Mugha! Court as
Todar Mall. Thus, it is evident, Hindi and Urdu are in essence the
same dialect of W. Hindi and even today the Hindi and Urdu
spoken by the ordinary people are exactly the same. It is only in
literary compositions, especially poetry, that we find them drifting
apart from each other; Hindi ‘decorating’ itself with the phrases,
figures and metres of Sanskrit, and Urdu with those of Persian.
By far the most important difference between the two is that
Hindi is written in the Nagari script, from left to right, while Urdu
is written in the Persian script, from right to left. Hindostani
is a loose Huropean designation for the spoken language of N.
India. It is also sometimes used to mean Urdu. : '

Hindi literature, as-different from Prakrit literature, dates
as early as the ninth century A. D., but to the important earliest
works extant a date earlier than 1100 cannot be assigned. Hindi
literature has been conveniently divided into four main periods by
critics, viz., (1) Ver gadha kai, 1100 to 1400—the period of the bardic
chronicles; (2) Bhaktr kal, 1400 to 1600—the period of the religious
revival; (3) Rt kal, 1600 to 1800 — the artistic period and (4) the
modern period.

During the infancy of Hindi literature the chief occupation,
as well as the chief pastime, of the kings and subjects of the north
sesm to have been war. The period after the death of the
powerful king Harsha Wardha was one of continuel disorder and
confusion. In place of the large empire there sprang up various
principalities under Rajputkings. These kings were very often at
war with' one ‘another, but united themselves often to meet the
common foe, the Mughalinvader. The good amount of poetic litera-
ture that was produced in the natural speech of the peoplein those
stirring times is full of vivid and thrilling pictures of those despé‘réfei' :
struggles. . Each ruler had his own band of court bards who lived
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- with their heropatrons. They were good warriors themselves, and

not only instilled energy and valour in the minds of their patrons

by their inspiring poems, but actually fought by their sides also.
* Hence the realistic touch that characterises the descriptions of heroic

and chivalrous deeds is the most charming feature of these chronicles.
The poetry of this period being entirely producsd under royal

- patronage, is full of panegyric, and is embellished with many

legends: and so cannot be taken as true history. Inmany cases there

~are clear evidences of later interpolations, and it is very difficult

to fix the date of composition and authorship of some works.
Though Vir Rasa is the chief quality of these poems, some of
them, composed evidently to amuse thekingsduring times of peace
are rich in splendid pictures of amorous and chaste Princesses,
like Padmavati and Samyukta. The bardic chronicles are of two
kinds — the epics and the gathas. The most celebrated poet of this
period is Chand Baradai, a contemporary of Prithvi Raj. Chand

" is said to have been born in the same year as Prithvi Raj, and
kil, ed

l.cmg with his master in the battle of Tarain in 1192.
mous epic, Prithvi Raj Raso, consisting of 69 books and

; 100 000 stanzas was completed by his son after the father’s

untimely death. This epic has high literary merits, and is very

- typical of the period. But owing to the difficulty of the language
- it is read and appreciated only by scholars now. Another work of

the period which has been handed down to us by oral traditions is
the Alha Khand of Jaganik which describes the heroic deeds of
Alha and Udal, two warrior brothers of Mahoba. The Hindi
poems of Amir Khusro, a Persian poet who lived in the latter
part of the 14th century, afford us an interesting study in as much
as they depict the feelings of those liberal Mussalmans who came
and settled down in India along with the invaders. In Khusro's
*Muasnavis' we also find the early forms of Khad: Boli.

- With the weakening of Hindu power in the North, Vir-gathas
also became gradually scarce. The Hindu Chieftains had neither
secure thrones nor glorious victories to be sung about. Cities were
looted and temples destroyed. Hindus found it difficult fo have a
peaceful existence, and a good number of them embraced Islam or
turned atheists. It was at this critical moment that a new
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development in Hindi literature was caussd by the growth of the
Vaisnava movement. The movemenr as a whole was a revolt
against the intense intellectualism and exaggerated monism of ths
Brahmanic philosophy which the masses coull not appreciate, and
the lifeless formalism and sentimental extravaganze of ceremonials
which the masses could no longer respect. “A personal god who is
full of love and pity for his devotees is the object of worship, and
towards him Bhakti is demanded as ths most important rejuire-
ment from those who would attain to god” is the essence of all
forms of the Vaisnava religious movement. Theimportance of the
movement from the point of view of Hindi is the vast amount of
literature it produced. Though the Bhakti movement was not new
to N. India, yet it was Raumananda who gave the greatest impulse
to the Vaishnava revival. As a writer, Ramananda does not hold
any important place; but Kabir, to whom belongs the credit of
having popularised Hindi religious literatures was a disciple of
Ramananda. According to legends Kabir was a Hindu by birth, but
was brought up in the house of a poor Musalman weaver. He is
considered to be the founder of th» deistic movement in India, and
in his writings we find an earnest appeal for the real understanding
of God and seeking after him through Bhakt:. He boldly attacked
the religious superstitions and meaningless customs of both the
Hindus and the Mussalmans. He never posed to be a teacher, but
tolerated no shams, and cared for nobody other than his god whom
he called Ram, Rahim, Allah, Govind, Saheb etc. The poetry of
Kabir is rough and unpolished. He never cared for grammar or
prosody, and his lines are often elliptical and full of colloguialisms.
In spite of all this, as the pioneer of Hindi literature and the father
of Hindi hymns, he is unrivalled. In his wonderful songs are brought
into play the spontaneous expressions of his vision and his love,
and his mystic emotion ranging from the loftiest abstractions to
the most intimate and personal realisation of God. Thus “Kabir
belongs to that group of mystics who have achieved what is called

the synthetic vision of God.” The poems composed by Kabir are

many in number, and of the various collections that are available
now the two most genuine are the Adi granth of the Sikhs and the
Bijak compiled by Bhaggo Das, an immediate disziple of Kabir.
Guru Nanak, Dadu, Maluk Das, Sunder Das, and Pipa are some of
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the later Sant posts who came under tha influence of Kabir, and
composed and preached.

The posts of the Bhakti Kal can be divided into four main
groups, the Sant poets forming one of them. The sufi poets, who
wrote long romantic legends of the Persian masnavi type, form
themselves int> another group. In these poems we find the Avah:
dialect of Hindi developed enough to suit the requirements of fine
poetry. It is interestinzg to note that all the poets of this group
are liberal Mussalmans who, adapting popular Hindu themes for
their poems, expounded in an attractive manner the beauties of
sufism. Their descriptions of love are entirely free from erotism
and vulgarity, and clearly inlicate the relation between the Atma
and the Pwramatma. The most celebratel among these sufi poets
was Malik Muhammad Jayast whose Padumavati is considered to be
one of the masterpieces of Hindi litarature. In this great work we
find the most beautiful blending of fiction and history. The whole
poem is an allegory describing divine loveani the relation between
man and God.

Kabir and his followers never accepted Rama as an incar-
nation and permitted idolatry, even though they did not hesitate to
give the name of Rama to ths supreme God. But Zulst Das, the
most precious gem of Hindi literature, belongs to that group of
Vaishnavites who worshipped God unier the name of Rama, the
incarnation of Visnu. With Tulsi Das begins the golden age of
Hindi literature, ani it is interesting to not2 thathe was a contem-
porary of Shakespeare. Tulsi Das was a devotee of the purest
type and an idealist to the core, but, all the same, his
teachings are most suitel to the man of the world. He had
understood well why Kabir's teachings had not a long standing
influence, when he wrote his immortal Ram Charit Manas
(Ramayana) whose popularity is second only to that of the Bible.
There is not a single line in the whole of Ramayana which can be
called vulgar or revolting to the mind of the reader. There isperhaps
no other literary work in the whole world which has such a high
moral tone throughout. The language of the book is simple and
lucid. As a literary artist also Tulsi’s place is unrivalled in
Hindi literature. The Avadhi ‘dialect successfully used by Jayas:
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reached the culmination of literary culture at the hands of Tulsi
Das. Braj Bhasa, the dialect used for poetry by Krisnaite poets,
also developed into a good literary language under the inspiration
of this master poet. There was no form of poetry and no metre in
which Tulsi did not sing the praise of Ram. Vinaya Patrika, Gita-
vali, Kavita Vali and Doha Vali are some of his other famous
works. The other poets of the Ramaite school are comparatively
obscure. Still the names of Nabhadas (author of Bhakia Mal)
Maluk Das, Pran Chand, and Raghuraj Singh deserve mention.

The most important group of Vaisnavas was of those
who worshipped God under the name of Krishna. Like the
Ramaite cult,the worship of Krishna began much early, and about
this time it also received a new impetus. Sometimas it was the
child Krishna who wasthouzht of as an object of worship but more
often it was the Radha Krishna or the Gupinath that received most
attention. Vullabhacarya and his son Gusar Vitthalnath were
the leaders of this form of Bhakti. Kach had four disciples all of
whom were good Hindi poets, and in Hindi literature they are
 known as the Asta chap poets. The graatest of all these poets was
Sur Das, the blind bard of Agra. Sur’s place in Hindi literature is
next only to Tulsi’s, and he is credited with having composed 1%
lakhs of verses, the collection of which is known as Sur Sagar. His
Iyrics describing the Gopis and the Bala lila are matchless in Hindi
literature for their charm, beauty and emotional appeal. But the
most interesting portion of Sur Sigar is what is known as the
Bhramar Git, where a lively discussion takes place between
Uddhav, Krishna's messenger, and the love-sick gopis as to whether
attainment of the ‘Nirgun' Lord through Yoga or attainment of

~ the “Sagun’ Lord through love and cevotion is better. The gopis

'W‘it}} all the force of their conviction, experience and sincerity tackle
the vain Uddhav from all sides till he turns a converted man
wondering at the passionate devotion of the gopis for their Krishna.

Surdas was a poet of great power, and judging from the ornaments

of his style and the uses of images and similes, he can rightly be
called the Milton of Hindi literature. The other great Asta chap
poets were Krisna Das and Nanda Das, brother of Tulsi Das.

Mira Bai the most famous Hindi poetess also ﬂoui'ished =
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during this period. She was specially devoted to that form of
Krishna known as Ranchor. According to legends while she
was one day doing worship with great devotion in the Dwaraka
temple she was absorbed into the image. In intensity of devotion
and ecstacy of feeling Mira Bai surpasses even Sur Das. Perhaps

the tragedy of young widowhood affected the depths of her heart,

and subsequently her suppressed sex found its sublimation in
passionate songs. Though the widow of an heir-apparent to the
throne of Chittore, she used to publicly perform Kirtan in the
temple where she sometimes fell into a trance and danced. She
was learned and well versed in the art of music, and so the value
of the lyrics of this famous royal devotee is all the more greater.

- Rasa Khan, the well known Mussalman devotee of Krishna,
also belonged to this period. He has written a number of poems
in chaste Braj Bhasa which brim with love and devotion. The
other famous Krishnaite poets of this period were attached to the
court of Akbar, who not only established a strong and benevolent
rule, but was also a great patron of art and literature. This period
of Hindi literature can be compared to the Elizabethan period in
English literature. Abdul Rahim Khan Khana, the Commander-
in-chief of Akbar, and popularly known in Hindi literature as
Ralim, besides being a great Hindi poet himself was, like his
master, a patron of literature. He had kept a Hindi museum on
which he spent all he saved. Hundreds of scribes and poets were
appointed to that museum whose whole time work was to copy
down old manuscripts into beautiful volumesand translate the best
gems of Persian and Sanskrit literature. He was so enamoured
of Hindi poetry that, it is said, he once persuaded Akbar to
cancel the death sentence that had been passed on a good poet.
His poems are noted for their clearness and high moral tone.
Many of his couplets on Ni#i have become sayings now. Rahim
was perhaps the only Krishnaite poet who had made good verses
in Aradhi also. Birbal, the great humorist; Zansen, .the great
musician; Gang, Narahuri, and Raja Todur Mall were some of the
other famous poets of Akkar’s court.

As has been already remarked Akbar and his successors, in-
cluding Aurangzeb, patronised art and learning; and Hindi literature
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reached its highest pinnacle of glory during the Mughal period.
The main characteristic feature of the literature of the latter
portion of this period is the introduction of an artistic influence
leading to a greater polishin versification and form, and an attempt
to systematize the art of poetry. A feeling of security and hopes
of reward encouraged many scholars to produce a good amount of
fine literature rich in the ornaments of poetic art. The works of
this period were not only concerned with giving rules and laksanas,
but also provided original illustrations so that each composition is
also a collection of verses of great poetic merit. But there was one
great defect in the poetry of this new school. With Tulsi and Sur
poetic forms and figures were only of secondary importance, but
with the poets of this school they were of primary importance.
So much so, their poetry is to some extent artificial and lacks
sincerity and depth of feeling. The qualities of the heart were
suppressed by the predominating qualities of the head. Kesav Das
was the first great Acharya of Hindi poetry. Chronologically he
-belongs to the Bhakti period, but considering the nature of his
poetry it is better to mention him as the forerunner of the new

movement. His most admired work is Kavi Priya in which he

describes the various literary qualities which should mark a good
poem and other matters connected with the art of poetry. His
other important works are Ram Candrika and Rasik Priya.
Kesav has shown so much poetic skill in his compositions that only
scholars can fully appreciate them.

The Tripathi brothers constitute a galaxy of celebrated
-Hindi poets of this period of artistic influence. Of the four
«brothers Bhusan is the most famous. He was an orthodox Hindu
~and a patriot who took a keen interest in the glory and progress of

_his community. $So he had no attraction for the Mughallcourt, and -

went over to the great Maratha hero, Sivaji. The principal work of
Bhusan is Siv Baj Bhusan, which is an excellent work on rhetoric.
Each figure is explained and then illustrated by a verse in honour
of Sivaji. Though sringara was the chief rasa of the poems of this
period, Bhusan has chiefly depicted the tragic and the heroie
qualities in his verses. Two of the other brothers of Bhusan,
Chintamani and Maliram were also famous poets. The latter’s two
works Rasaraj and Lalit Tolam are of high poetic merit, .
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The most celebrated poet of this period is Bihari Lal. His
fame as a poet rests upon his only work Sat Sai which is a.
collection of 700 dohas (couplets) written on the model of the
Sanskrit ‘Supta Sataka’. The majority of the couplets take the
shape of amorous utterances of Radha and Krishna. Each couplet
is complete in itself and the descriptions contained in some of them
require many sentences to explain. The work of Bihari Lal
is a triumph of skill and felicity of expression. He is at his best
when he describes nature. Dewa Datt, commonly known as Dev
Kavi wascertainly as great a poet as Bihari, even though heis not
so famous. From the point of view of language and form he is to
be reckoned amongst the greatest of Hindi poets. He was a
prolific writer, and much of his poetry is of an erotic character.
His Braj Bhasa is considered to be a standard, and his verses are
adorned with all the recognized ornaments of poetry. He has
shown great skill in the handling of rhymes, use of attributes, and

drawing comparisons. Deva Maya Prapanch (a drama), Rasa vilas,

Premcandrika, and Jali bilas are the most famous among his 72
works. Jati bilas contains descriptions of heroines (nayikas) who
represent women typieal of all the provinces of India including
Kerala. Some of the other great poets of the period are Lal,

- Blikhari Das, Pudmakar and Maharaj Juswant Singh of Jodhpur.

The last was an enemy of the Mughal Emperor, and is famous for
his Bhasa Bhusan which is considered to be a standard text book on
rhetoric even now,

The end of this period of artistic influence in Hindi literature
coincides with the decay of the Mughal Empire. After that, for
many years, Hindi literature was at a stand-still till the modern
period, inspired under western influences, began by about 1850.
The tendencies of modern Hindi literature shall be dealt with in
another article proposed to be written in continuation of this.

~— A. Chandrahasan, M. A4., Rastra Bhasa Visarad

55

!

B AR e
v h}n’.ﬁ&t\bﬁ‘h{ﬁ LNy i T




THE VICTIM.

k

A solitary pedlar could be seen trudging along the country
pathway leading to the little village of Puri on the Malabar coast.
It was Spring, and Nature was smiling. The sun peeped from the
crimson western horizon. The raindrops of a recent shower glistened
in the slanting rays of the setting sun, as they hung precariously
from the leaf-tips of the newly made fences on both sides of the
road. The little birds chirped cheerfully, and skipped about inno-

cently leaving their irregular footprints on the soft sand of the
unfrequented road.

The pedlar — a youth, short, dark and stout, but not ugly —
plodded on unmindful, ignorant of what Nature heralded all
around. For his heart was too full; his face aglow; his nerves
on end. Off he went with the uncertain steps of a newly married
youth on his first visit to his mistress — all expectations, still shy.

The death of a brother had stranded him helpless on the wide
world to seek his fortune. And now he was marching homewards
after six long years of separation. He was happy......... his little
niece, Leila would be a young damsel now, with curly hair and
deep blue eyes.

He remembered the past — the days and nights he had
spent, twelve-years—old ILeila hanging by his neck, asking
questions, listening to weird stories of ghosts, and paying him
with sweet kisses for the labour. :

Now he was shy, rather sad — she would be fco much of
a woman to be as of old.

As he strode along that rugged path, he thought of the
flutter he would cause in that little dove - cote, his home. Visions
of his aged mother, smiling with all her maternal happiness at
sight of her son grown stronger and harder, and Leila, a young

56



The Victim

coy maiden with blue eyes and rounded features, guided him on to
the sequestered ancestral cottage! Happy were his thoughts, and
happily did he stride along.

Suddenly the sky became dark with clouds, and without any
sign down came the rain in torrents, drenching the traveller to the
very skin. This roused him from his somnambulism, and he
became aware of his home nearby.

Leila was standing at the door —step; she had just lit the
evening deepam. She saw the visitor. A scream of recognition
escaped her lips. With shouts of joy she welcomed her uncle
encircling her arms round his neck.

The flutter lasted a few moments. Mr. Gopalan, the guest,

was reinstalled as a member of the family.
% * * *

Scarcely a fortnight had passed since Mr. Gopalan’s arrival.
The village gossip had already subsided, but Gopalan had to repeat
a hundred times his adventures in job-hunting and the story of
how he procured a poor village schoolmaster’s place in the Govern- =
‘ment Educational Service. And now he was home to celebrate
Leila’s wedding. :

There he lounged in an easy chair in his room busily
thinking over the topic in question. Teila was still the little
innocent girl he had fondled and chided, for all her age and
growth. And he loved her too dearly to lose sight of her. Separa-
tion would be too hard to bear, bat society forced it. She was his
niece, and nothing else was possible.

<,

Would her husband understand her artless innocent nature?
Would a mother - in - law brook childishness in her son’s wife? —
The idea of her marriage smote him. And for a moment strange
thoughts clouded his brain. :
“«Teila! Leila!” he called.
“ Uncle, did you call me?” — tripped into the room, a few
seconds later, Leila, and leaned on her uncle as was her wont.
& Gopalan’s face went crimson, and then pale, as he encircled
his arms round Leila’s waist. His eyes shone bright with a
& peculiar light in them as he stared at her. Leila looked at him
= with wonder.
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That fire in his eyes went deep into her heart. Her womanly
instinet whispered something.

bl =y 27 Sl B 5 o) e e ” he faltered. But he noticed
Leila’s brows knit, and her face grow red. A cough stifled his
speech. And he stared away into vacancy, leaving Leila free to
go her own way.

“¥othing Leila! T think I was dreaming,” he whispered,
and again fell into his habitual reverie.

Leila the artless little woman ran away and soon forgot
the incident in the company of her young playmates.

11
With music and feasting the wedding passed away.

For a decade the village had not seen a finer couple and a
better marriage, — the villagers were unanimous in opining.

Even the Universe seemed to be in communion with the
ceremony. For, with thunder and lightning the heavens showered
rain on the wedding day.

. This set the tongues of the hags of the village wagging.
Some portended evil. Others prophesied good fortune. Interested
people said that Nature had applauded the union; the more cynical
held that Indra and Varunae had disapproved of it.

But Leila went to her new home in the city nearby leaving
her village and village-friends to make themselves merry
without her. e

The separation affected Gopalan alone. As she drove away
with her husband, happy in her newly acquired status, he watched
the car till it turned round the bent in the road. Then like a
wounded stag, with a groan, he turned in to his own room to be
among his dreams and disappointments.

III

In the month of April the days in Malabar are extremely
warm and enervating. But this year the rains came a little early.
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The Victim

The sun was not seen for a week. The day has been very
dull and damp. It was drizzling. Professor Vijayan's bungalow
was lighted even before it was time. The front door remained
closed as usual.

The lean emaciated figure of a man, rather short, could be
seen making towards the bungalow.

In through the gatesand up the steps he went. Before
knocking he waited a moment on the door step. The sweet ring

_ of Leila’s childish laughter came across the slit of the closed door.

Gopalan did not want to break the spell. Round about he
turned to go the way as he came. But the temptation was too
great.

Stealthily he approached the open window and peered in,
raising the corner of the window curtain.

A tall fair youth was sitting in his arm-chair, and hanging
round his neck was Leila — laughing, whispering and kissing her
lord.

" The few months of married life had added to her growth.
She looked a matron.

The baby-petromax from the ceiling shed its rays upon her,
lighting up every line of her rapturous face.

“They are such a happy couple!” murmured Gopalan.

Quickly he stepped out, creeping on to the main road. With
a guilty conscience, he wandered towards the west to the beach.

He knew of a rocky cliff just above the waters where he had
enjoyed seclusion and dreamt many a happy dream, listening to
the music of the waves.

To that solitary spot he went.

A death-like pallour came over his face. He was drunk with
his own miseries.

Te walked up the steep as darkness spread her veil around.
The chill breeze of the night blew full upon his face.

_ On the wet rock he sat, a solitary figure in that dark wilder-
ness. The past came to him in one crowded whole — the little
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incidents of his happy childhood and then his disappointments.
There he sat dreaming, dreaming!

His heart beat quickly ; the veinson his forehead stood thick
and blue. Streams of perspiration broke from the pores of his body.

And then, — he smiled a smile of contentment. He
blushed like a young maiden. He looked up and saw the evening
star smiling on the world below. From down the steep came the
roar of the waves. His spirit soared high. He felt the immensity
of the Universe. He longed to be one with Nature.

He stood on the slippery cliff. Dimly he could discern the
dark waters, rising, dashing on the rock, and with a roar flowing
back, fretting and foaming.

He felt the temptation : they were calling him.

There would be only a splash ; the waves would be disturbed
only for a moment — and then everything would be over.

Silence reigned in that wilderness. The waves continued
their endless turmoil.

A sudden memory seemed to trouble himi. His aged mother,
himself her only Hope! Then he shuddered.

He became conscious of the late hour of the night. The
cool atmosphere made him shiver. It was too cold. He longed to
be in his warm snug room.

With faltering steps he descended. The road was deserted—
not even a straggler.

From the far end came the shrill whistle of the mld night

beat. A sudden fear seized him. Like a hunted animal he raced
towards home.

Round the bent in the road came a flash of hght and

a whirr of engine. Gopalan was blinded; he heard the whirr
suddenly draw near, and something pinning him to the ground.

A momentary pain — a feeling of his head reeling—a dreamy -

consciousness of the thud of several feet — and thendarkness.
S * - %
In the morning Leila heard a newsboy erying, “One more
victim to the modern speed craze. Corpse recognised as that
' ”

of a native of Puri!
C. Visalaksy, CIl. IIT B. Se.
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RURAL RECONSTRUCTION

Need for organisation:

After the Industrial Revolution which led to the rise of
towns and cities, the villages were losing their zeal for agriculture.
With less of zeal on their part they naturally lose their income,
but change in the modes of life has resulted in increased
expenditure. With increased expenditure, and stationary or even
decreasing income the people, as a whole, are put to much
difficulty. It was this situation which engaged the attention
of many a civilised nation. In India the need of such
organisation is very great as more than 80 per cent of the people
live in villages. At present various bodies are in the field of
Rural Reconstruction, each trying the solutions according to his
own conception of the problem. In the States of Mysore,
Baroda and Hyderabad, the Y. M. C. A. are running excellent

~ centres of work with the support of the respective Governments.

These centres serve for demonstration.

- Reconstruction:

The three fundamentals of Rural Organisation, as stated in
Sir Horace Plunkett, the founder of co-operative movement by
Treland, are better farming, better business and better living.
According to him the first could be achieved with the help of the
Government through the Agricultural Department with technical
advice regarding, manure, bulls, seeds, etc., the second must be
worked by the people through their co-operative societies for

credit, purchase and sale. But he emphasised that all efforts must

lead to the third, viz., better living which, to describe in his own
words, “includes physical well being and intellectual advancement
together with a more satisfactory social life”. These three
principles always go hand in hand, since without the one the other

two are soulless.

The plan of work may be divided into two classes:

business need and social need.
61
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Better farm production is the most important as most of
the people are agriculturists. In our country the farmers possess
tiny plots of land scattered all over the country, and so there is
only a limited scope for labour-saving appliances. Our immediate
requirements are to devise schemes for consolidation of farms, for
better selection of seed, better irrigation, better methods of
conservation of soil moistire and manure, better stock of cattle,
better fodder storing and measures of prevention of pest and
plant diseases. By attending to these our farm productions could
be increased to 50 per cent. If these improvements are
satisfactorily effected with the help of the Agricultural Depart-
ment we will have done considerable work in the right direction.

The next important factor is the question of secondary
occupation to supplement the scanty income derived from land
and to afford healthy occupation during the off season when the
farmer’s hands are entirely idle. There are various occupations.
Poultry farming isone. It has been in practice in our:country
from immemorial times, but if carried out scientifically and
systematically with facilities of marketing with better breeds a
farmer could add much to his income, and he will not have to look
with longing eyes those working in factories and Government
offices. ~ Better varieties of birds, white leghorns, black minoreas,
ete., for better production of eggs could he mated with the
existing breeds to fetch better prices. The droppings of birds
could be used for manure and the food bill can be much reduced
ina farm. Another occupation is sericulture or silk-farming.
Worms could be reared on mulberry cultivated on our lands, and
the cocoons collected and sold; or they can be reeled if done on

an extensive scale.

The third agriculture is the most important which is
extensively practised by farmers in other countries. This requires
very little labour, very little space and small initial outlay, Bees
could be reared in artificial hives snd pure honey extracted and
marketed with little difficulty. The above three industries deserve
mention since they require very little capital expenditure.
They could be very easily learnt, and could be attended to by
women and children. The produce is easily marketable, and above




Rural Reconstruction

all, there is no chance of their being eaptured by factory industry

‘unless some enterprising scientist might discover in the near

future the synthetic process of manufacturing eggs, silk and
honey. Besides these there are various other industries—pottery,
mat-making, basket-making, bamboo and cane works.

The most difficult task in Rural Reconstruction in our
country is to turn idleness and beggary into profit by the
introduction of some useful occupation. Hence a combination of

the above industries, according to the conditions of the place and

the inclination of the people, may be introduced.

The industries thrive on better credit facilities. These can
be easily achieved through co-operative societies which carry on
much of the credit work. With adequate funds the farmers will
be able to produce commodities, but the organisation of marketing
the produce is equally important as credit organisation. ‘Without
conveniences for marketing a farmer will not benefited from
the credit that he may get. Marketing could be organised
through the co-operative societies with the expert adviee of the
Marketing officers to the Government. It will be well to
understand the relative position of the three fundamentals of
rural reconstruction—better farming, better business and better
living. Putting them in the language of the economist they may
be stated as better production of wealth, better conservation of
wealth and better use of wealth. It is therefore plain that
business programme is the foundation of the social programme,

but both are in a way interdependent.

~ Social Needs:

In the villages many are illiterate, and so better
educational facilities may be offered. The education offered must
be in a line to suit their every day reguirements, i.e. technical
education which will help them in agriculture and other cotfage
industries. The education of adults is as important as the
education of children. Adult education may be conducted with
the help of magic lanterns and cinemas and with the help of
gramophone records as recently advocated by Mr. Duncan Smith
of the Poona Y. M.C. A. Every centre of activity may be
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provided with a Library ‘and Reading Room Whefe books and
maps and other useful charts may be kept. Villagers may be
attracted there by holding evening games and periodical

meetings.

People may be instructed in the various methods of
sanitation. The health of a nation depends upon the health of its
people. The epidemics, typhoid, cholera, hookworm, are all results
of infection from the execreta. People may be instructed to keep
clean surroundings and to take clean food. Much is being done by
the Department of Public Health. In the villages, due to
ignorance, the passing of the execreta is done in open spaces. The
villagers may be advised the use of bore-hole latrines. Besides
this, the villagers may be instructed to have beautiful gardens
around their houses.

The work of bringing about rural organisation can be taken
in hand by an agency which possesses ample resources. The
only agency that is capable of undertaking the work is the
Government. If the villages in our State are organised in the
manner indicated above they will be in a position to bring
considerably more revenue into the coffers of the State than at

present as a result of the prosperity which is sure to come in the

wake of the work of Reconstruction.

A village situated in close proximity to road communica-
tion may be selected for the work so that educated men from
outside may be induced to come and give occasional advice,
deliver lectures and offer other encouragement. Selfless school
masters who can find spare time are the most suited persons for
this kind of work. Uplift of their brethren, and not remuneration,
must be their aim without which social service cannot succeed.
They must be fully equipped for the work, and must have a
liking for the villages. Before commencing the work, the
worker must visit the villages, and with the help of the local
leaders prepare plans of work. He must carry on a survey of
the villages and find out the industries suited to the locality.
Ihere are four main points which a Rural worker has to bear
in mind:

64




3
-

Rural Reconstruction

1. The worker must keep his mind open for correction,

~and must respect the opinions of the villagers.

9. He should avoid duplication of work and, instead of
starting a new line of work, he should take advantage of the
work that may exist in the village.

3. He must bear in mind that his mission is not always
to lead but to discover leaders and workers and train them to
carry on the work, for the work can be expected to have a
permanency if carried on by the villagers themselves.

4. Though the work may have been confined to a village
or a group of villages the outlook of the people should be
enlarged by training them to think, not so much in terms of
their village as in terms of the whole district or State.

Tt has been observed that “to give up hopes of the hamlet

“were faint-hearted as to give up hope of civilisation of the
nation itself”. The work will require patient labour of the

worker as well as the sympathy and support of all those
interested in the advancement of the country. The national
progress will remain a dream so long as the people in the
villages receive no attention from those who, by reason of their
education, status in life and advanced views, are expected to
take a longer and wider outlook. The future well-being of any
country must depend on the well-being of the villages which
can only be brought about by Rural Reconstruction.

K. T. Mathew, Student.
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AN HOUR IN CLASS.

The time-honoured practice of an introduction for an essay
should not be violated by an upstart; and therefore I shall begin
with acquainting you with the scene of my adventure. It happened
no where else than in the famous College Hall. It was three in the
afternoon, the time when the students become languid and weary.
A lecture was in progress, in its own way, on the platform, and
the audience all attentive to it as could be inferred from the
prevailing silence. A mild western wind was whispering in our
ears, and we were lulled to lethargy. Seated amidst these surround=
ings one might easily fall into a reverie, and the more is the
chance if he happens to be gifted with a bit of imaginative faculty -
and a mind for meditation.

Looking towards the east, to that side of the College where
Science predominates, my mind gradually got detached from the
class room and the lecture, and began to wander out. The stately
appearance of the science blocks. occupied my fancy, and I was
reminded of Arnold’s description of his beloved College at OXford
The only difference was the absence of the dreaming spires. The
solitary mango tree in the quadrangle can very well be a substitute
for the immortal elm tree of Arnold’s, Three branches of science
are taught in these new buildings—Natural Science, Physics and
Chemistry. Some of the more humorous students have nick-
named these as the croaking, the roaring and the fuming depart-
ments respectively, and I think the epithets are more than just in
their suggestiveness. These imposing structures are themsslves
inspiring, and the students seem to be very enthusiastic to work

_inside the exquisite laboratories. But, will these be reduced to the
ground by bombs and shells of a future war and stand as the
ruined Coloseums of Cochin State ? Qurely man-made thmgs are
to be destroyed by man himself.

There hangs the circular disc of bell-metal which sends out
at intervals, notes of ringing commands to the collegians. That
bell, is an object of worship to all of them. It is familiar to them,
and how pleasing and consoling is its sound | But as is generally
the case, this friend is not a friend in need, for at the time of the
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examinations it sometimes comes as the death blow to certain of
the candidates!

Cawel = Caw! ......... Yes! it is the crow on the roof.
That crow, the puny impudent visitor, is able to create such a
distraction to men who are his superiors. See, how well is the class
disturbed; the silence is broken, the lecture cut down, and the
equilibrium gone. One of my friends, either out of sympathy or
annoyance, or to show himself as a hero before his mates, escapes

- to drive it away. The bird departs with a louder ‘cawing’ much
to the irritation of the lecturer.

The commotion has subsided; and the crow is growing smaller
and smaller till it is only a black spot in the western sky. Ah
what a glittering landscape is the ‘western’? How serene and
striking the backwaters! The waters are sparkling and glittering
in the evening sun. The waves are mild, instead of being wild.
The numberless boats that wander on the surface are but specks on
the silvery sheet. From such a surface rises the Willingdon, with

~ the harbour buildings in one corner. It is theland newly reclaimed

from the sea; the standing monument of man’s conquest ef nature.
The modern man with his toy, the science, has wrought out many
a wonder. The apparently impossible has been achieved, the

_insurmountable overcome, and miracles are happening before our

very eyes. But in spite of all these achievements they cannot go
far, and for ever. The doom is near at hand when all these might
be reduced to a dream. At every moment that trying day is

: approaching all unconscious, and who knows when it will bombard
the whole universe ?

The Harbour adjoins the reclamation! What a busy
atmosphere prevails there? There the ships are loading and
unloading cargo to and from the distant corners of the world.
This hurly-burly of men are like the busy work of the bees. They

have not the slightest thought of the day when they will be

attacked and all the honey separated. Yet this civilized man

pursues his path in the material, and it is left to the more

philosophic reader to catch the distant glimpse of the devastation

~ that is to result from the man-made engines.

By this time my eyes had returned from the western sky
to the garden on our foreshore. What a contrast is this beauty

- _ spot of nature to't.he_ battlefield of money and selfishness? Man
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should pursue his goal of life through the quiet and tranquil
world, and not by making a conflagration of noises, or, to be more
correct, “the devil-dance of materialism”.: I return to Arnold,
whose message to the world was to stick to a singleness of
purpose.

One lesson, Nature, let me learn of thee,

One lesson that in every wind is blown,

Cne lesson of two duities served in one,

Though the loud world proclaim their enmity,

Of Toil unswerved from Tranquillity ;

...............................................................

Labourers that shall not fail, when man is gone.

Even now the Park has not been thoroughly abandoned by
men. It isbut a secondary affair, the rendezvous of the weary in
the leisure hours after hard and continuous toil. But it has
become a blessing to the publicat large. These evening (or perhaps
night) resorts of the members and makers of modern civﬂizatioﬁ
help them to retain a bit of the human in them. The different
races of men with different tastes, likes and dislikes, irrespective
of age or sex, flock to this garden of Eden! How many romances
are being enacted there, and who knows whether tragedy or
comedy predominate the lives? HEven now I am dragged by a
yearning to go over there, to escape for a while, at least from the
dungeon of modern education. The dullness begins to exhibit to
a greater degree than ever, and my eyes begin to droop. My head
turns giddy, and I am restless and uneasy.

Fortunately, the sweet familiar noise of the bell awakens
me for a moment. There is at least a friend to give a respite to
mel There arises a succession of noises produced by the clapping of
the students’ books, the yawning a,nd stretching of limbs preceding
a general commotion spreading through the whole rank and file of
the student population. The last-hour lecturer and his exhausted
voice gradually wane and melt away ! Atlast weare free—free to
wander through the corridors, the alleys and the meadows
till we finally step into that enclosure of sweet respite, the
Irwin Park at Ernakulam !

M. B. M., Class III.
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PROGRESS IN SCIENCE.

Much speculation is rampant in the air about the
destructive influence of “Modern Science”. The idea has
spread that even those who would have taken a liking to science
have kept aloof from it. Some say, ‘Destructive science has
gone ahead out of all proportions’. To say, that the scientist
is responsible for the ruin of humanity is due to the very
common mistake of misrepresenting the poor scientist as the
deputy of “ Yama”. One wonders how the critics could not
pause awhile, and ponder over the perils and mishaps (sometimes
at the cost of their very life) to which these scientists have been
subjected in attaining scientific progress. For instance, how

- many lives have been lost in the attempt to conquer the air.
It is not meet here even to make mention of innumerable

instances !

Our main purpose here will be to survey briefly some of
the wonders that modern science has achieved.

What is matter ? 1t may be considered as anything that is
capable of being weighed either directly by means of a balance or
indirectly by some other method. Throughout the ages the nature
of matter was a subject of enquiry ; but it was not till the cloze
of the 18th century that a definite foundation was laid on which
our present knowledge has been built. It was a well expressed

belief that matter consisted of the earth, air, fire and water.

It was also thought that everything else in this world was one
of the above mentioned materials in a different form.

The 19th century saw the dawn of a new scientific era. The
electric current had been discovered, and provided with a new
means of attack, the chemist was able to enlarge and extend the

bounds of his knowledge. He began to realise, that in addition to

earth, air, fire and water, matter comprised several other things,
each in its simplest form being termed an element.

69

pue et B A R R S Y

e
Rk
s



£

The Maharaja’s C'ollegé MAGAZINE

With the advent of Dalton’s Atomic theory, scientists
began to realise that, however continuous matter might seem to
the senses, it was really discontinuous or made up of a very large
number of separate particles called “molecules” which are in rapid
motion with relatively plenty of room to move. All molecules
consist of “atoms” in orderly array, also in motion.

Even atoms, small as they are, contain smaller components
called the “electrons” which are also in rapid orderly motion, the
weight of an electron being about 1/2000 that of an atom of
hydrogen. All electrons whatever their source, appear to be
alike and are always associated with a charge of negative
electricity.

The atoms also contain something else which has been
named ‘“profon” minute in size, but almost as heavy as the atom.
Tt always carries a positive electric charge the same in amount as
that of an electron but of the opposite kind.

X-rays:

The X-ray was discovered in 1895. Its existence was noted
by Rontgen when observing the discharge of electricity through
a glass tube filled with any gas and at reduced pressure. At
normal pressure he found the discharge to be intermittent. As he
reduced the pressure, the spark began to show a tendency to be
continuous. At a very low pressure of about 3 m. m. the

Cathode was covered with a bright luminous shell bounded by a
pronounced dark space—which is generally known as the
“crookes dark space”. As exhaustion proceeded further the
‘‘crookes space” gradually became broader until eventually it
completely filled the bulb, and there was no luminous column
left. Af this stage something new appeared, at a point opposite
the cathode; the glass glowed brightly. There thus seemed to be
something passing across from the cathode. It therefore appeared
to be probable that the “Cathode Stream” as it was called,

consisted of something travelling from the Cathode in straight
lines.

It was when conducting this experiment in a dark room and =
with tubes wrapped in an opaque covering, that Rontgen noticed
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the “Cathode Stream” reach some fluorescent material a little
distance away. Another curious thing was that some photographic
plates in a box in the room became fogged and an impression of
the lock of the box appeared on them. Investigation convinced
him that the effect was not due to the cathode rays but due to
some other ray whose nature he could not determine. To
this ray he gave the name of the mathematical unknown
quantity “X”.

X-rays are produced whenever rapitly moving Cathode
rays are suddenly stopped. They differ from the Cathode rays in
not being material particles. A few of the many uses to which the
rays are put may be mentioned here. Their application to the
detection of foreign bodies, fractures, dislocations, and malforma-
tions must be obvious, opening a new chapter in surgical practice.
The internal parts of steel casting can be examined for defects
such as blow-holes. A bad golfer may blame the ball for a faulty

~ flight, but many ‘best-quality’ balls are examined to see if the

inner core is free from distortion; thus many a poor golfer haslost
a plausible excuse. The action of these rays on tissues has been
turned to good purpose in the treatment of many ailments, and
X-ray “treatment” is now part of regular medical practice.

The most important purpose served by these rays from a
purely scientific point of view is that they help to throw a light
on the structures of molecules and the constitution of matter
generally. |

We have already seen that the “once unbreakable” atom has
at last been split up into electrons and protons. Strange it may
seem, the disintegration does not end there.

One of the earliest scientists to use the X-ray as a weapon

- to explore the atom was Moseley of Oxford, a brilliant

experimenter. Surely, the world became the poorer of a genius
by his death at the Dardanelles in the Great ‘War.

Tt will be far beyond our scope, to go into the details of
Moseley’s experiments. It suffices us to know that he paved the
way for other scientists like Lord Rutherford to explain the
constitution of the atom. According to Rutherford, the following

: are the things obtained from atoms.
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(a) The Electron, (b) The Proton, (c) “The Neutron”. This was
first found at Cambridge, in1932, by Chadwick, during the bombard-
ment of Beryllium by rays from Polonium. It has the weight
of an atom of Hydrogen but has no electric charge, and therefore
cannot be controlled electrically or magnetically.

(d) The Positron: was discovered at Cambridge in 1933 by
Blackett and Occhialini. It is the same as an electron but carries
a positive electric charge instead of a negative.

(e) The Neutrion: with the same mass as an electron, but
no electric charge has certain claims for existence.

(f) The a-Ray: is expelled with high velocity from the
atoms of radio-active elements. It is an atom of Helium with
two positive electric charges, i. e., it is “ionised,” and eventually
becomes an atom of ordinary Helium by losing its electric
charges.

Transmutation of metals. In this connection, we have to
deal with one more topic, and that is “Transmutation”. The
possibility of transmutation ofone element into another has had a
fascination for philosophers from very early times, especially that
of changing a base metal such as lead into gold. Claims of success
have been made from time to time, but never substantiated.
Many alchemists in the past worked at the problem and many
owing to their failure came to an untimely—frequently painful—
end, at the hands of their disappointed patrons. Transmutation
was the Alchemists’ dream, but to-day it is an established scientific
fact. Radio-activity gave us the first example. A base substance
like Uranium, for instance, by several stages of change gives
rise to a very precions element, Radium.

If transmutation is to be achieved, it is the Nucleus of the
atom that must be altered. Perhaps by. this means the
Alchemists’ dream may be fully realised the transmutation of
lead to gold; but it will have to be in stages; lead to Thallium,
Thallium to Mercury, and Mercury to Gold. Gold so obtained
would be precious indeed !

N. NARAYANA PAI—CI. IV B, Sc. ‘

o 2
i
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~ HEARD AND UNHEARD.

Two stages in human evolution, a report goes, are marked
by the revolutions of the bullock-cart and the motor~ cat.
Granted, but what about the Rikshaw ?

* * #*

The world seems to groan under a plethora of Dictators.
= The most beneficent, on the verdict of lazy are, of course, the
* Notes - Dictators”,

* * *

The Ladies’ Miscellany advocates the need for a Traffic

Policeman in the corridors during rush hours; the gentlemen

- students wonder why he should not sit in his cell at least between
- bells one and three!

* S ¥* *

07 i A b s S 4

An observer notes many a “tail” in the newest College
gossips, including, for instance, the proverbial “ Cow’s tail” of
progress amongst the ‘detenues’ of this year.

» ¥* x* *
s A friendly tip to the adventurous: “If you want to skulk
from class, do it ; but don’t bump straight against the Principal ™.
The one person in the College who gets direct lessons in

g English as she is spoke ” is the lucky clerk that responds to the
telephone.

¥ & *

- The Editor protests that he does not maintain a Complaints
- Box, but only a capacious W. P. B. — too full, at present!

' * # *

- A dlsgusted customer finds the Co-operative shop rather old-
e fashmned No face-powders, vanishing creams, rouges and film
star p1ctures in stock | Pt '
= * * ®
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Judged from the Attendance Registers some one in our
office understand the American method of rapid sex transforma-
tions with one stroke of his pen !

* ® *

Students who scramble for the seats on the left-hand
extremities of Lecture Halls have been described as the * she-wall-
rush” (chivalrous?) variety.

Pla f‘f’cf'?n Token fhe é‘ﬁvery;fy f‘é;iﬂ[ts
= - are Puélrlfs“&é"d 7 ‘
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POEMS.

Ajanta.

What unsung ballads in thy living heart abide,
What secrets thy broken forms do hide;
Forms that with their tender haunting grace
Uplift my soul, beyond both time and place.
Subtle yet so simple, thy musical phantasy
That time — the fool, in hateful jealousy,

In vain has tried to ravish and destroy —
Remains for ever a source of living joy ;
Broken yet continuous everlastingly.

Bless us with the spirit of thy being,

Light our eyes that see unseeing,

That we thy children might to the world unfold

The Truth, that thou within thy breast dmst hold
Oh Brave Mother!

—K. N. MOUDGILL.

‘Nature is Glad.

There are notes of joy in the hanging bough,
In the songs of the winged bards;

And gaily she graces, the lowing cow,
- On the green and pleasant swards.

~ The cloudlets do play on the azure height

Casting then' shadows on the earth;

' And riding on winds they wage a mock fight

- And gleam on the ocean in mirth.
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The leaves in the shady bower do davce
Making a tittering noise,
The wind on the smiling flower — it fans
As does a boy, his toys.

The rubicund rising sun, how he smiles

On the dew-drops that shine in his ray;
And on the hills, rills and the isles!

Let him our sorrow smile away.

His Form.

The green fresh leaves of the summer arbour
dance in frolic in the wind,

The mossy banks bedecked with voilets
send scented whisps all round ;

And the mellow hue of the sublime eve
inundates the earth’s glad face,

And spreads a sylvan musky breath
and gladdens one and all.

The leaves that dance in the fragrant wind
a rustic lay do chant,

The echoes of yon yawning rocks
carol around me then;

It sings to me of the mysterious one
who beyond all my senses live,

Beyond the purple shadews which
do shield the gurgling fountain’s head :

Sometimes that eternal spark agleaming
flutters past me in the dark,_ :

Brighter than the clear full moon that sails

“in the blue vault— the changeless sky,

When tireless external quests found not
the stronghold of the mighty one

1 plodded home, whereon I saw his fragrant
form vibrating in my soul.

—V. N. Mexow, MoLLOTH, {Old .s'tudent),




~ The Locomotive Queen.
Full in virginal armour clad,
Shines in the East the locomotive queen,
Hill and dale, 10’ the seat of thorns is glad
To hear thy tingling steps, oriental queen.

The forest of night the humble bee beguiles,
Hearing thy note becomes the flower of day
For the south with outspread arms and smiles
Garlands thee with the Flower of May.

I have loved thee from my childhood days

And my kindred served thee for decades;

But alas! degeneration, the pest of human race,
All destroys ; but fond recollection never fades.

—RLIZABETH VARKEY, CL IV.

"/";"'f’;lif'hose Big Blue eyes”

Oft have poets sung the charm

Of those big blue eyes of hers:—

In evergreen verses, as the balm

Soothing the wounded hearts to calm;

Saving the soul from despair’s harm
By keeping the life sweet tenderly warm ;
-~ Like a sweet sweet nurse!

Gazing into the depths of which
I forgot myself and the world!—
The blood raced at once to the pitch
= of daydreams soft that do not itch;
The brains raised me from the ditch
~ Of common life poor, without a hitch;
.w‘lee a sweeb poem untold !
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Those big blue eyes, dark as night

Kissing the cloudless evening sky!—

The source of unsung songs of delight,
Trembling attuned-to emotions slight,
Throwing the shadows on cheeks of white—
Goddess of my heart! Give me the right
To worship thee mear by!! '

—L. VENKATESVARAN, B. A., (Old Student).

Self-Deception.

“ A gloomy face is thine,” quoth he in quivering voice of wrath,
“It snaps-at sight the mind’s alluring thoughts of happy mains,
And fancy’s brightest soars to realms of joy’s ethereal bliss,
Thy jaded mien of brooding gloom leaves wingless in a trice”.

“Ah man! thou forgetest the truths that welkins sang of old,
How easily art thou swayed by purblind passions’ mighty leer;
‘When gripped by flaring flames of mind that gives no peace to thee,
Thou read’st alas! in peoples’ face thy mind’s reflection true.

“To detach self from surging heart’s chaotic state of ’fairs
It’s easy feels, has felt, will feel—a wily stage is world !

But honest fools and thinking men, and posing wise ones all,
Alike they fail in ’tempts to steer their self above the man.

“ Unfathomed are the ways of God, ‘and manis God’s image,
No wonder then we find in man a lean to queerest things;

For man feels not his weakness whilst he tries to think and act
In counter move to thoughts and acts his mind betimes hath felt.

““There’s nothing either good or bad but thinking makes it so’
This mind can make a hell of heaven, a heaven of hell to boot,
Foul or fair or rich or poor it is mind that maketh all—

So scour thine heart alone to spot the gloom that glints my face”.

—P. M. DHAR, B. A., (Old Student).
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The Woodland Wﬂd! :

Love, come awayl

To the woodland Wﬂd:ﬂawayl‘ ’
“Where black bees are humming

- Around the lotus bloom
Their age-long poignant hymns
And unfurl their tender gloom.

~Away, away! '
Thou nature’s dear, dear chlld
Away to the woodland wild!

Love, come away!
To the woodland wild away!
Where sweet dawn is weaving
With mornmg dew and ﬂowe-"
Fresh wreaths of fa.ery hues
To the glory that’ll be ours!
Away, away!
To the woodland wild away!.

Come away, Love!

. To the woodland wild away!
Where the jasmine and the champak
~ The bamboo and the neem
,W,mds and spreads unharmed abovel
; Away, away!

: Where man’s unbndled desire




Leave we the shér“e wheré- ‘love :
And greed blinds the mind and aye'--*'

Leave we the shadow of sweet lawn and meadow :
And fly to the fairy land,

‘With the banner of song for our pinions strong
‘And Beauty, a flower in thy hand!

—R. 8. RAJT, B. A., (Old student,




COLLEGE ACTIVITIES.

GAMES & SPORTS.
‘Athletics.

As the season for games approaches, the popularity of the

Club is seen in the sportsfield. Regular practice is the order of the

: day, morning and evening, in spite of inconveniences. The

! levelling of our running track is not yet finished, and that is a

handicap in the practice of races. An energetic young sportsman
is our President.

; With the kind co-operation of all the young athletes and
5 _the staff we hope to do much in the forthcoming Cochin Olympic
: “Sports and inter-Collegiate meets.

We look forward to the inter-Hall sports in January.

> There will be more team events on the programme in order
; to make the Hall sports more representative and keenly
contested.

— The Captain.

} - Badminton.

This term we began with a very crowded programme be fore
us. A match with the local Shenoi's Team was exciting. The
game was left unfinished due to poor light. The outstanding
figure on our side was Mr. A Raman, who revealed in this match
what he was in his student days. We hope to replay the match as
soon as possible.

The inter-Hall Badminton ‘Fives’ Tournament ended in
victory for Davies Hall. The much coveted C. Mathai’s Cup
Doubles Badminton Tournament also took place this term. The
winners are Messrs. Sadanada Shenoi and T. M. Verghis, the
runners up being Mr. P. J. Kuruvilla and Mr. V. K. Hamsa.
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The Physical Directors proved to be the backbone of our
club, and it was due to their never ending energy and good

will that these tournaments culminated in the best possible
manner.

We are hoping to arrange some more matches during the
next term !

— P. J. Kuruvilla, Captain

‘Basket Ball.

Unflinching enthusiasm is evinced by the members of our
Club, who have increased in numbers by leaps and bounds.
Though some of our veterans of the last vear have left us, still we
are strong, and keenly strive to adhere to the strict principle of
“the deliberate subordination of the part to the interests of the
whole”. The financial difficulties and the inclemencies of the
weather have not affected the health and vitality of our club.

We played two matches with a local team, and enjoyed the
defeats as much as the game. A congenial and enthusiastic
atmosphere pervades our Cluh.

— Balagangadhara Menon, Captain.

Cricket.

Contrary to expestations our cricket this year started with ‘
all its glorious uncertainties. The few matchos at the start
showed lack of understanding, for running between the wickets
and ‘run outs’ were many. Wielding the willow proved a difficult
art to master, but regular practice at the nets showed some sparks
of improvement. Our victory in the Inter—Collegiate tourney
against St. Thomas, Trichur, touches the high water-mark of
College cricket achievement this year. The drawn matches with
the Cochin Gymkana and the Tripunithura Princes’ Club were also
interesting engagements.

The College Cricket Club can boast of three Princes who
together form the citadel of our batting strength. Prince Rama
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Varma, our opening bat, who, collaring the Trichur bowling, led

us to a decisive victory, deserves special mention. Our best
cricketer,; however, Prince Kerala Varma, is the most prolific run-
getter of our side. He is also the most popular cricketer.
Although taking a rest from active cricket this season, Prince
Kerala Varma was gracious enough to support us in the Infter-
Collegiate match. His scintillating batting and inspired bowling
helped us towards an easy victory. With an analysis of 7 wickets
for 12 runs, this Prince was the hero of the day.

This year our cricket team is strengthened with a battery
of fast bowlers, among whom Melville stands conspicuous. As for
fielding, none can surpass Prince Kerala Varma at the slips and
Prince Rama Varma at square leg, while the miraculous catches
of veteran ‘Venu' at the point cannot be left unnoticed.

— K. L. Kuruvilla, Captain-

Football, ‘
: _V,The' second term was utilised for the fulfilment of the high

~ expectations we had instilled in the hearts of everybody by our
bold promises. From the dawn of the term regular practice-

matchés were played almost twice a week. Matches were arranged
with the Town team, Old Students and between the two teams of
the College. Thus we were striving very hard to gain sufficient
practice to face the battles to come.

Not long after we were in the field to reap the fruits of our
toil, we met on our grounds old friends of the Union Xian College
in the inter-Collegiate. We had a glorious victory over them
after an extremely tough fight, notwithstanding their heroic
attempt in the second half, exhibiting praiseworthy displays.
The score was three to one.

The second victory was won against the St. Thomas’ College

~ team, Trichur. Material disadvantages of the ground: were liable

to cause anybody extreme anxiety. And it was really too
much when the weather also proved to be very unkindly
and inhospitable. The opposing teams were well balanced. The
match stood all square at interval. The second half was over when
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it was sometime after the sun had sunk. The match ended in
another happy victory for us. The score was four to two, and we
should clearly state that the last two goals which bestowed the
victory upon us were scored in the last three minutes.

We boldly offer ourselves for the difficult task of winning
the finals to be played at Coimbatore.

We were offered the rare privilege of playing a friendly
match with the famous team of H. M. S. Emerald, arranged by
our Principal. The match was exciting from the beginning to the
end, and it attracted a record crowd of interested spectators,

— XK. O. Cheriyan, Captain.

Hockey for beginners.

Ever since the opening of the College, the junior students
were pressing the authorities to provide separate hockey grounds
for the beginners. Thanks to Mr. C. P. Verghese, the Assistant
Physical Director, hockey was started for us at the beginning of
the last month. We also derived great encouragement from
Mr. Raman Menon, the Physical Director and Mr. Gopala Menon,
who gave us timely instructions. Glad to announce that the
number of players is increasing day by day, and the game is
getting into swing. We hope to wield our sticks before long
against the veterans in the field.

— M. A. Verghese, Captain.

Hockey

‘We commenced our season this term with a match against
a Town XI. Notwithstanding our strenuous efforts, we lost
to them by one goal to four. The next match was played with
the St. Thomas’ College in the first round of the inter-Collegiate
Hockey Tournament. We carried off the laurels with little effort,
the score being 5 goals to nil.

The next match proved a failure for us; we met the Union
Christian College, Alwaye, on their grounds. The ground was a
handicap to our opponents; yet our players played with the true
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sporting spirit. Melville with his tactics and skill was the only
man to score a goal. However, we lost by 6 goals to one.:

We played two more matches, one with the Cochin
Gymkhana, and the other with H. M. S. Investigator. The

former we lost by one goal to nil, and the latter we won by four
to one, °

Thus in all we played during the two terms 11 matches, out
of which we won 5, drew two, and lost four.

In addition to these, two inter-Hall matches were decided.
Both of them were keenly contested. The first was between Sealy
and Cruickshank, in which the former won by 6 goals to four, and ..
the second was between Davies and Barlow which ended in
a draw.

— D. Nataraj, Captain.

Tennis.

Tennis and rain cannot go together. We were more
unfortunate this season in that than in any other respect.
‘With all that, the season was inaugurated early this term, by
our playing a series of matches with a visiting team from the
Science College, Trivandrum. We managed to win two out of the
five “Test” trials played.

We are very thankful to our Principal for allowing us fo
locate the courts in the College quadrangle. We are already out
of place there; but by the courtesy of the Agricultural
Department, we hope to use the two courts in the present lawns.

Two new courts are also being got ready in the playing
field. Now that there is a prospect of - bright sun-shine, we hope
to take the rackets more seriously in hand.

— N. N. Pai, Captain.

Volley Ball.

Volley, the most popular game of the students, began early
in the first term itself. This club had won the inter-Collegiate
tournament last year. This year also we have a fairly good team,
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and we have every hope of keeping up the standard. But
unfortunately Volley is no more one of the inter-Collegiate fixtures
‘We mean challenging some of the neighbouring College teams.
Our team holds confidence in our offence players who proved their
mettle in the match with the Loyola College touring team which
was played in the College grounds on the 16th of September 1936.
The Loyola College put up a stern fight, and we had to play three
games ere we won the match. The play was well contested, and
played before a good number of spectators. We took the first
game, but lost the second. The third game was taken by us after
a hard fight. Tea was served to the visitors shortly after the game,
and we spent some pleasant time in their company.

— M., P. Kurian, Captain.

REPORTS FROM "HALLS.’
Inter-Hall Volley Tournaments.

In the Inter-Hall League tournaments the following fixtures
were played : :

Davies ws. Barlow Score 13—15; 17—15, 12—15.
Barlow ws. Cruickshank ,, 11—15; 15— 0; 15— 7.

Sealy  ws. Cruickshank 15— &§; 4-—15; 15—11.
Sealy vs.  Davies = 15—10; 15—17; 9—15.
Sealy  vs. Barlow = 15—13; 4—15; 7—15,

Davies ws. Cruickshank. Cruickshank was scratched. This
year we have started a Volley court for women students also.
Regular game is going on there.

— M. P. Kurian, Captain.

Barlow Hall.

We are glad to record that the second term was an era of
brilliant victory for the Barlow Hall. Though there were
occasional defeats, they only served to encourage our players and :
were therefore an efficient fillip to the sporting impulse of our
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players. We are glad to speak of the victories we have secured in
Badminton against Sealy and Cruickshank, thanks to the seasoned
veterans Messrs. Hamza and Kuruvilla. In Hockey we drew with
Davies after a strenuous fight. And though we have sustained
defeats, one in the Cricket Match against Davies and another
in the Tennis against Sealy due to the absence of our veteran
player, Mr. P. J. Kuruvilla, we have the happy maxim before us,

‘Failures are but stepping stones to success.” Cheerio !
— A. R. Jacob, Captain.

SEA SCOUTS.

Our activities began in right earnest from the beginning of
the year. We had the privilege of receiving regular training in
sailing from Mr. Davidson, Installation Manager, Burmah Shell,
Ernakulam. We also were having regular rowing practice in our
boats. Short ‘Yarns' on scouting were imparted to us by our
Commissioner and other veteran Scouters of the locality.

We visited several ships in the Harbour from where we got

practical ideas in seamanship.

‘We are planning to have a training camp in Willingdon
island during the Xmas Holidays. The camp will be mainly aided
by the crew of H. M. S. Inwestigator and other prominent sailors.
We also think of trecking by water to Cape Comorin and its
suburbs during the midsummer holidays in our own cutter, Queen
Mary. Naturally we could not be satisfied with our present
achievements as we hope to do a good lot in the future.

: — Gopinathan, K., Rover Leader.

- COLLEGE SOCIETIES. =

English Association.
The first meeting of the Association was held on July
6th at 4-40 P. M. under the Presidentship of Mr. P. Sankaran -
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Nambiyar, M. A. (Hons) to elect the office-bearers of the
academic year. Mr. K. Balakrishna Menon of Class I was elected
Secretary, and Messrs. C. G. Chandersekharan of Class IV and
E. 8. Koder of Class I were elected Committee Members.

There was a long interval between the first business
meeting and the ordinary meeting of the Association, and in spite
of the indifference of some of the members, we were able to
conduct a meeting on 11-11-1936. The Secretary himself read a
paper on “The Philosophy of Thomas Hardy”. Dr. G. F. Papali,
M. A. Ph.D., (Lond.) presided. Mr. C. G. Chandersekharan spoke a
few words throwing some light on the subject. Dr. Papali
concluded with an agreeable talk on Hardy and his place in the
world of letters.

A second meeting was held on Thursday, the 20th of
November 1936, when Mr. C. Bhaskara Menon of Class IV spoke
on the ‘Ghosts in Shakespeare.’

The greater co-operation and livelier interest of the mem-
bers are requested. :
— K. Balakrishna Menon, Secretary.

Literary and Debating Society.

Our Society has been rather lethargic this term. What with
circumstantial adversity and lack of esprit de corps we were
unable to do sufficient grace to the Society this term. But we hope
to “make it up” and redeem the lost time with fresh items and
manouvres new next term. Nevertheless we were able to hold
two meetings, which were both grand in themselves. In the first
His Holiness Swami Siddhaswara Anandji, President, Ramakrishna
Mission, Bangalore, talked on the Spiritual Aspect of Man and in
the second, Mr. G. Ramachandran spoke upon Poetry. We are
also glad to record that during the second meeting, we were
specially favoured with an interesting sonnet from Mr. P.
Sankaran Nambiyar, who adorned the chair. Were it not for .
want of time and space, I would have quoted it here. We hope
for better co-operation next time, and so, bye-bye.

— George Moses, Secretary.
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Mathematics Assoclation.

The second ordinary meeting of the Mathematics
Association came off on Wednesday, 21st October 1936 at 4-5 P. M.,
in the Intermediate Mathematics Hall with Mr. H. R. Mills,
in the chair. Mr. C. Bhaskara Menon of Class IV, Group

~ 1IB, read an essay on the “Poetry of Mathematics”. “The

poetry of Mathematics is ceasing never” was the burden of the
whole, and the essay was throughout interspersed with the
author’s characteristic wit and humour. It supplied a much

 wanted stimulant to the idler category of compulsory

mathematicians and when the authority of poets of established
repute like Wordsworth was quoted in support of Mathematics,
there were many siutors ready to woo the “Queen of Sciences” in
a fit of inspired love. Restoratives such as these are more needed
by the ‘too-soon-ageing’ mathematicians, than numerous other
chemical products advertised extensively under glamorous
headings.

Though the President himself was a dabbler in Physics, he
proved himself to be able to rise up to an occasion. His concluding
observations were conspicuous for their lively humour and never-
failing side remarks.

= % ?é%?;g?gimn’ } Jt. Secretaries.

Physics Association.
: We began our work in right earnest from the very
beginning of the year but due to unavoidable reasons were unable
to report ourselves early.
The office bearers of the Association were elected in J uly:

Mzr. N. R. Ramachandra Iyer, M. A,, L. T., President, (Ezx-officio).
A. S. Victor, M. Sc., Treasurer.
P. S. Eswara Iyer, Vice-President, (Photographic Club).
A. R. Ravi Varma, Vice-President, (Wireless Club).
R. V. Bhat, Olass III, B. Sc., Joint Secretary.

»”
"
"
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CLASS REPRESENTATIVES:

Miss. P. 8. Ammini, Class IV, B. Se., Gr. 1L

3K Jahaki,-Class 01 L

Mr. N. Vasudevan, Class IV, B. Sc., Gr. TII.

., T. R. Chandrasekharan, Class III, B Sc., Gr. 1IL.
S. S. Mahadevan, Class II, Gr. 1.
K. Venkita Raman, Class II, Gr. I1.
M. P. Kurian, Class I, Gr. 1.
K. Ramakrishnan, Class I, Gr. IL.

,, Mr. Gopinathan of Class IV, B. Sc. continues as one of the
Secretaries. :

The photographic and wireless clubs are in active working
condition; photographic club has 44 members, the wireless club, 18.
Regular meetings ai'6 held under the auspices of each club.
Mr. H. R. Mills, M. Sc., the Principal, took the chair at

the first meeting when Mr. Chandrasekharan of Class IV B 5
read a paper on “The Sun”. He treated, ina very interesting
way, the experimental results obtained by the study of the sun
with the help of the telescope and the spectroscope, and also
explained the theories put forward to account for the sun’s
tremendous and continuous output of life-sustaining energy.

— K. R. Gopinathan, & V. Bhat, Jt. Secretaries.
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NEWS FROM HOSTELS

Christian Hostel.

Rumour is afloat that the Xian Hostel is going to be
shifted to the old Munsiff’s Court building. At present the Hostel
stands facing the Gate way of Ernakulam, nay of Cochin itself.
The steady current of bustling humanity flowing in and out is a
constant distraction to the studious recluse; but the haunts of men
and not the solitude of wilderness ought to be the cradle of
ripening citizens. If the newly proposed building is thoroughly
overhauled and made suitable for human habitation then, with
a sigh of relief, the unavoidable can be also acceptable.

90

N
i

2 S N N SR L

St a2y g At (2 (4 S st g 2 iy lA,




College Activities.

At the request of some of the students our Warden cotriducted
a visit to the Tata Oil Mills. All the members, except a few who
had gone home for the holidays, joined the party. We went there
by a launch specially arranged for the purpose. Mr. K. M. Antia,
the Manager of the T. O. M., gladly received us, and kindly deputed
one of his staff to show us round.

Since much has appeared in the Press about an hunger-
strike effocted by the boarders of the Hostel, we hasten to inform
our friends that after all there was no “great constitutional
crisis” as the public had been misled to believe.

‘We should not forget to appreciate the kindly interest
taken in the Boarders by our young ‘fresher’ of a Sperintendent.

— P. J. Mathew, Secretary.

Cosmopolitan Hostel.

In our midst there are “Idlers”, “Beau Tibbses”, and “stroll=
ing players” side by side with “Book-worms” and enthusiastic
sportsmen. Budding poets, orators and political luminaries are

‘not wanting. Unusually this year, we are very glad to

have amidst our own grown up honourable selves quite a large
number of chirping, buoyant and obstreperous “pocket editions”,
and their smallness in stature and age seems to be inversely pro-
portional to their intellectual capacity and sporting enthusiasm.

Regular visits by our Warden and our Superintendant are a

* great pleasure to some and a hindrance to others who are used to

indulge in idling.

The cosmopolitan prayer on every Monday night at eight,
with our warden as the high priest, and the Superintendent to
assist, is a novel feature of this term, and the inmates, though
not all, generally show great enthusiasm for prayer.

Our Manager is carrying on his work in his characteristic
way, and carries on a single combat with betel.

Our ‘royal’ barber whetting his razor while loitering in
the corridor custs a lingering look at those to whom God has
been very liberal in granting them plenty of barbs and. bristles.
“Tt is no sin for man to labour in his vocation”.
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The literary and sporting activities are going on as
smoothly as a greased engine, thanks to the indefatigable
energy and enthusiasm of the Secretary of the Literary Union
and the General Captain,

Shaik Hussan Sahib, Secretary.

Muslim Hostel.

With the appointment of our new Warden, Mr. A. B.
Muhammad, a new era has dawned for us. The Hostel is
developing fresh life with its newly-provided Carroms and
Ping-pong. We are twenty-five members, both Collegiate and
High School students combined. And most of these are
book-worms rather than field-worms. There is perfect fellow
feeling and a sense of co-operation amongst us. I hope that the
Hostel with its well-fitted surroundings will justify 1tself as
servmg the special interests it is devoted to.

— V. K. Hamza, Secretary.

S. N. V. Sadanam.

- We are twenty-one (21) strong, and come from different
communities; but here we are all sisters being the inmates of an
institution called after the saintly Sree Narayana Guru who
taught the Malayalees not to think, not to ask and not to speak
in terms of caste.

Sadanam, we are proud tosay, is nothing but a Ladies’
Republic. Each and every member does her best to help the
Superintendent in maintaining the general happiness of the
Sadanam life.

In matter of Physical culture we are not in any way in the
back-ground, as our play-grounds are scenes of enthusiasm in
the evenings.

Another field of our activity is a Literary Union which
holds weekly meetings. Finally weare glad to note that we are
ever grateful to the Government for their aid, supervision, and
guidance.

— A.V. J., Secretary.




College Activities

Thiyya  Hostel.

Transcending the limitations suggested by its name and
quite in conformity with its hoary traditions, our hostel is giving
shelter to Harijan students also.

This year the strength of our hostel is twenty, and this
shows a fall from last year’s. For want of a sufficiently spacious
building, we are now accomodating ourselves in two separate
buildings. But we hope to be able to remove this apparent rift in

_ the near future.

The Thiyya Hostel has been described as a “Poor Man’s
Hostel”; yet we are the living, breathing embodiments of the joy
and charm of life, a fact to which our honest neighbours will bear
testimony. The standard of life maintained is at the efficiency
level. Living is as decent while being cheaper than what is
obtaining in other hostels attached to the College. The
Government comes to our help to enable us to meet our obligations
to our landlord.

If it is true that “one’s appetite depends on what it feeds”
then we can say, without fear of being accused of hyperbole, that
we have evolved some taste for the beautiful, the noble and the
virtuous. In our love for books and reverence for teachers, in

~ sincerity of application and simplicity of living, in singleness of
~ purpose and consumption of kerosene we are cent-per-cent
students.
We have organisad a ‘Literary Union’ which is being put to
- the best possible use.
‘ - Mr. Paul, D. Alapat, our Warden, is all solicitude for our
welfare. By daily visits timely doses of advice and pertinent
= corrections he is guiding our present and moulding our future. :
= We look up to our Principal and Professors for further help
5N and inspiration.

— C. S. Ananthakrishnan, Secrefary.

Women s Hostel
- There have been grand doings in our Hostel since the

beginning of the academic year. Repairs and 1mprovements on a
liberal scale have added substantially to the safety and sanitation,

93




The Maharaja’s College MAGAZINE

not to say the presentability of the Hostel. One of its conspicuous
appondages, recently put up, is the imposing sentry-box, in which
veteran “Cheeku” perpetually nods, now reminding us of the fat
boy in “Pickurck Papers,” and now of that sublime Shakespearian
character who exclaimed;

“The isle is full of noises,

Sounds, and sweet airs............voices,
That, if I then had waked after long sleep,
Will make me sleep again............ and then....... dow

When I waked,
I cried to dream again”.
* * *

The year has brought us much fun and enjoyment in the
shape of memorable trips and excursions. The ‘Guides’ (who form
a large majority of the boarders) had the unique honour of
assisting at the inauguration of the Fourth Stage of the Cochin
Harbour Works by H. H. the Maharaja. We availed ourselves
of the opportunity to visit Ramavarmapuram (the much disputed
site at one time ear-marked for the College!) and we beheld with
mingled feelings the huge carcase of a grand idea and—may we
add—we placed a wreath on its grave! We had the glorious fun
of climbing the famous “Elephant-rock” (Anappara)and of fooling

some garrulous old dames as to our identity. The most enjoyable

of our trips, however, was the one to the Harbour and Dry Docks;
the most remarkable of them the one some of us Guides
accomplished when we went on board the “H. M. S. Emerald,”
and were kindly shown round that fully equipped man-of-war
sufficient to impress us with the glory and greatness of the Power

where on we rely for our protection.
* * *

A Literary Union has been started in the Hostel, which, it

is hoped, will form the training—ground for prospective orators.
* x *

The sound of bells (merry bells of course of the kind so well

known to all) is in the Hostel air too, ringing out the old and %
ringing in the new, as the poet says, but with a difference. Our

ex-Secretary and the present Secretary have heralded the season—
a hint for the future Secretaries to keep up the tradition!

* * *
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College Activities

But we still want light! Circumstances seem now to be so
obviously favourable that the powers that be have only to give
the word—F#%at Lux and we shall forthwith be in the light—
not “limelight,” though we are not fighting shy of it either, as
may be inferred from the College Day records— but, to begin
with, electric light. We are hoping shortly for deliverance from

darkness.—Fliat Lux!
AP e,

Y. W.C A

The Hostel run by the Young Women’s Christian Associ-
ation, or better known as the Y. W. C. A.is chiefly intended for
Christian Students, but students of all castes and creeds, are
perfectly welcomed, without any difference whatsoever, and
complete freedom with regard to their religious observances are
allowed. The Hostel is managed by a President, Secretary and
Committee Members. There is also a Hostel Committee formed
of Representatives from each class. The year began with about 43
students, but as usual the numbar is going down towards the close.

There is a Matron in chargs of the Mess and a Secretary for
general superintendence. Rules are rather strictly observed since
it is necessary for the sweet running of the Hostel.

Life in the Hostel is rather interesting. Students are in bed
by 10 p. m., and are up at 5 o'clock. Interest is taken in indoor
and outdoor games, and they are interested in the world-wide
movement known as Guiding. They are also members of the
Student Christians’ Federation. Sometimes they visit the patients
in the Hospital, with an effort to make them haippy, and at other
times visit the Babies’ Welfare Centre started by the senior branch
of the Y. W.C. A. near the market. An atmosphere of friendliness
and tolerance prevails. Bible circle classes are held on saturday
evenings, where the students are at liberty to discuss on any reli-
gious point. A Hymn Practice class with Mrs. Mills on Friday
evenings is one of great interest. Religious meetings are held on
Sunday evenings, and general meetings are held on the 1st Tuesday
of each month. In fact the students try to carry out the message
of the Y. W. C. A. i. e. a message of love and friendship, of unity,
of cheerfulness, of abundantlife and of fellowship with one another.
— A Boarder.
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FAREWELL TO PROF. 'P.S.R’

The retirement of a Professor in the College is nothing
unusual; but the retirement of Prof. P. 8. Ramakrishna Iyer was
unique in many respects. Judged from the ¢ Send Off’ parties held,
the chorus of praises heard and the speeches delivered, Prof.
Ramakrishna Iyer’s retirement was one of the most memorable in
the history of the College.

= A largely attended public meeting was held in the College

~ Hall on Thursday, 12th Chingom 1112, with Mr. N. R. Sahasranama
Iyer, B. A, B. L., Chief Judge of the Cochin Chief Court, in the
chair. He opened to proceedings with the following speech:
Ge_ntlemen,

I feel genuine pleasure in being allowed an opportunity to associate myself with
the function, and I am very thankful to my young friends, the students of the History
- section of the College. Weare assembled here to honour, on the eve of his retirement, a
_ Professor to whom  all honour is justly due. Professor Mr. P. S. Ramakrishna Ayyar is
a gentleman who- scarcely needs any introduction to the Cochin public. But a few words
from one like me who has known him from almost his boyhood, and who had the pleasure
and privilege of his intimate friendship, may not be out of place. He belongs to a well-
‘to-do and very respectable family in the Brahmin Village of Peruvamba in the Palghat
Taluk, I myself come from an adjoining outof the way Village. In our days of boyhood,
lugher education among people belonging to such out of the way places was by no means
a common feature. Peruvamba had nevertheless the rare honour and privilege of being
able to turn cut one or two graduates eévery year. In fact, it was the envy of the other
Brahmin Villages in Palghat. Graduates were comparatively rare in those days, and in
those villages they used to be regarded somewhat in the nature of heroes. _Mr. Rama-
krishna Ayyar had a brilliant scholastic and academic career, and what is perhaps a
more pleasant reminiscence is that he had the reputation of being a thoroughly well-
lﬁ,ehaved boy and an ideal student. In fact, it was as such that he was pointed out to me

“ommon friend of ours on the occasion of some ceremony in that friend’s housewlnch
: "‘wp,‘both happened to attend. I remember the incident very vividly, and that was the'
ocsasro*n when we met for the first time. I got to know Mr. Ramakrishna Ayyar more
intimately after he joined the Educational Service of this State. Since then, we have been
quite bosom friends. I may frankly say that I am one of those who never omit to take
adva.ntage of an opportunity to make friends, and the resulfis thatT have many good“
~ and genuine friends. But this is a friendship which T have always cherished with extra;
~ warm feelings of which admiration and approbation form very large ingredients. Fro
~ what I have known and heard of Mr. Ramakrishna Ayyar I can confidently say thath
has not only been a suceessful scholar and Professor, but one of God’s good men,  Hea
- quite unostentatious, and his scholarship is of an intensive nature. He is one wio his
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FAREWELL TO 'PROF. P. S. R.

Seated in the centre, Prof. P. 8. Ramakrishna Iyer,
on eve of his vetirement, with the *Send of’ Committee.




Miss MARY SAMUEL, B. A.,
[First in the Presidency (bracketted) in Zoology,
March 1936; Winner, Sealy Prize].




a real asset to the Educatmnal Service of the State and his. career has been one whu:h h
can legitimately look back upon with complacency and contentment. His work and
~worth have a.lways been a.pprecmted both by the public and the students whom he taught.
~ One of the legitimate boasts of this glorious little State is the very high degree of culture *
and education to which its people have attained, and the high standard of efficiency which
its educational institutions have always maintained. Mr. Ramakrishna Ayyar's claim to
be reckoned among the very numerous galaxy of brilliant educationists who have
contributed to make that boast possible, must certainly go unchallenged. His private
life has been one of spotless purity and even of childlike innocence. Such a man as hg
 does, on the eve of his retirement from active service, deserve to have the gratitude an&
-5 apprecla.tlon of his many loving students, publicly expressed in some tangible form as the
- one conceived by the function arranged for the day. He is just going to have the umque
pleasure of hearing from his grateful students how creditably he has been able to acqult
~ himself in the discharge of the duties appertaining to his life’s vocation.

Professor P. Sankaran Nambiyar, M. A. Hons, being called

upon to speak, addressed the meeting as follows:
: Respected Chairman, Prof. Ramakrishan  Iyer, Your Highnesses, mehs
 and Gentlemen, : =
= I am afraid I wou'd be failing in my duty if I did not add my humble voice to :
the general chorus of grateful eulogy that is now being sung in honour of Prof. ‘Rama-
krishna Iyer on the eve of his retirement. I happen to belong to a batch of students
had the privilege of paying their homage to him at the very dawn of his career as a
teacher in the State service, . It was more than thirty yearsago that 1M
contact with him. The occasioh is still fresh in my memory. I was a little urciﬁﬁ 'barely -
-my" teens when Mr. Ramakrishna Iyer coached me in the most encouraging and
msplrmg manner to make my first appearance on the school stage in the role of Prince
rthur in Shakespeare s King John. I distinctly remember how a new blood was infused
the Sn'km" High School, Trichur, with the advent of Mr. Ramakrishna Iyer in 1905,
how e used to take a real living interest in all the healthy extra- curricular activities
f the mentutmn We had learnt to look upon him as an ideal teacher of scholarly ha.bxts
and as an embodiment of earnestness and sincerity. More than three decades have passed :
by smce but I am sure you will agree with me now when I say that
- “ Time could not wither nor custom stale
= The infinite infectiousness of his enthusiasm.’
- &One of the important factors that have contributed to the abiding charm ‘
ha.' Iyer’s personality as a teacher is that he has been conducting himself
gho 1t most honourably. Pettiness of any kind whatsoever is entirely foreign to his
and noble na%ure. He has succeeded all a,!ong to hold his head erect high abov;
- th
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Between him and his studerits, nobody would have had occasion to say ““the hungry sheep
look up and are not fed”. He' is the last of an older race of Professors in the College.
His name will, I am sure, be ever cherished as that of one of the Makers of the College,

Ten days more, and Prof, Ramakrishna Iyer will have retired into a quiet Arcadian
village to enjoy the rest that he so badly wants after such a long and strenuous career in
the teaching line. After the fitful fever of official life, let him sleep well. But it would
be constitutionally inipossible for him to be merely marking time without doing work of
some kind or other. Wherever he may be, in whatever room of this ¢ sounding labour=
house vast of being ”’, there he must continue to practice that strength zealous, beneficient
and steady, of the born teacher, — perhaps for the benefit of a wider circle of admiring
and worshipping pupils. Let us hope that he will continue to shower upon us his blessings
and good wishes, and we in our turn may assure him that we shall never fail to see his
spiritual presence in our midst, though he may be far away from us bodily. On behalf
of all of you assembled here, ladies and gentlemen, I wish Mr, Ramakrishna Iyer a long
spell of perfectly peaceful life, crowned with health and tranquillity and all the good
things of life thata man of his temperament and position can possibly aspire for.

The students of the History and HEconomics Dept. then
presented their retiring Professor with an address, to which Prof.
Ramakrishna Iyer replied as follows:

Respected President, Your Highnesses, Ladies, Gentlemen and my young friends,

I am indeed deeply touched by this over-generous manifestation that you have

given these two days of your love and loyalty to me. Iam really overwhelmed with
emotion,

It is not a mere chorus of praise that I have been honoured with. The chorus
has swollen into a roar. I find it difficult to find adequate words to express my feelings
of gratitude to you. It was my desire and intention to slip away from this College,
unobserved by any one. Butmy young friends willed otherwise, Deservedly or
underservedly—more undeservedly than desarvedly—I have been brought into the lime-
light; I have been made conspicuous; I have been made to look very grand, with this
garland on (laughter): 1 have been made the observed of all observers on this historic
platform. There are many things which are gratifying to me on this occasion. I see
many familiar faces in that section and in this. I am delighted to see Mr. S. K.

- Subramania Iyer, my old revered Principal, many of my old boys of both sexes, many of
my well-wishers, three Princes, two of them my present students. What is more, it
is so gratifying to me that the Chair is adorned by a most intimate, a most distinguished
friend of mine who has been bound to me all these years by hoops of steel. We have ’
known each other for a long time and as he pointed out to you, we come from
neighbouring villages. - For 30 years or more we have been moving on 'very friendly and
intimate terms, I feel very thankful to you, Sir, for the very noble and generous
tribute you have paid to me. I am greatly honoured by it, but I am sorry you forgot
you were a Judge and only remembered you were my friend when you wrote those
remarks (laughter).

The address that has been presented to me is a fine piece of literature, a.dmirably' '
written. I am extremely grateful to you for all the kind sentiments and good wishes
that you have conveyed to me. The only fault I have to find with the addressis that
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the promise made in the first para ‘‘by offering you the praise that you deserve’” has not
been kept up. The address offers me much more praise that 1 deserve; so many ‘grand
things are said about me; and so many fine qualities are attributed to me. 1 have had
no occasion to discover them till now. I am afraid that the author of this address has
looked at only one side of myself, the better side, and that, with a magnifying lens. I
have been made to believe that T am a different maun from what I am! I know very
well that I am a humble teacher who has done some humble work these years, but I have
been too much glorified. I do not know whether I should believe my 6wn evidence
about myself or other peoples’ evidence, I shall leave it to my learned friend, the
Judge, to decide it (laughter).

I entered Cochin Educational service in 1903, and joined this College in 1904.
Thus, for about 32 years, I have been connected with this College during its total period
of existence of about 60 years. I have been associated with six Principals, out of the 8
Principals that the College has had so far. I have taught about 35 batches of students.
I do not know what their total number will be. It must surely run into thousands,
including hundreds of women-students and scores of scions of the Cochin Royal family.
When I go about here or elsewhere I often.stumble upon old boys unawares (laughter).
In these later years not a few students have come to me, saying, “Do you know Sir, that
my father was once your student—that my mother was once your student?” But il
now no student has come to me and told me that his grandfather or grandmother too
was a student of mine at one time. (loud laughier). ;

It has been my good fortune all these years to maintain very happy @
intimate relations with my students. I have had in an abundant measure their loyz '
devotion and co-operation. Believe me when I say that the success of a teachdh&—
largely a matter of co-operation between him and the students. Without the co-
operation—-the wholehearted co-operation—of the students, no teacher can succeed. Tt
is however my sad experience that, of late years, this co-operation of students has been
getting less and less. It has steadily been on the decline and with that, there has also
‘been a steady deterioration in the academic standard of our students. The noble
virtue of self-help is now on the wane, as regards our students. They have come to
depend upon the teacher for anything and everything. They want to be coached and
spoon-fed. This is the fact. Pray, donot think that 1 want to malign you. Please
ponder over this for a minute, and try to mend your ways.

All these years T have cherished a high ideal of the teacher’s vocation. The
teacher is really the servant of his students. It is his sacred job to help, to advise and
to guide them in every way. It devolves on the teacher ““to try each art, to reprove
each dull delay, to allure his students to brighter worlds and to lead the way-” to quote
~another poet,

«To recall the stragglers refresh the outworn,
To praise, re-inspire the brave”.

an there be a higher mission, a rarer privilege, for one than the opportunity of commg»s._ =
nto contact with young men like you, year after year and enlighten their minds and
“mould their characters? I do not know how far I have been able to serve my stndents.
+ is not for mortals to command success. We can only strive.

My dear students, you must feel proud of the fact that you are students of this
_College. It is one of the premier Colleges of the Presidency. The College has had an
illustrious past and 1lln&tl‘mus traditions. It is bound to have a more illustrious
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future. If I peep into the future as far as I could see, I can see the noble vision ofa
brilliant future for this College. Who knows that it may not develop into a University
of Cochin, or at least become the centre of a pan-Kerala University ? In this College you
have splendid opportunites for training of all kinds — Physical training, mental training,
moral training. You have at your disposal splendid playgrounds, Halls, Clubs, Common
Rooms and Associations. My appeal to you is to make as good use of these opportunities
as possible, Yon have come here for culture and training — training of the body, mind
and character. Try to enjoy your College life and be benefitted to the full. In no other
College will you find such opportunities as you have here, Do not let your minds be
distracted by apprehensions about the future. Let not your minds be haunted by the
spectre of unemployment. So long as you are here, it is for you to equip yourselves with
the qualities and virtues necessary for success in life, to frain yourselves [for the duties
and responsibilities of citizenship.

There is one more point that I wish to dwell upon for a minute. You are all
members of the History and Economics Association. It has now been in existence for
ten years or more. As President of the Association, I have always taken deep interest
n its affairs. It has done much useful work and carried on many useful activities all

these years. I want you, I appeal to you, to take warm interest in the work of this

Association and to keep its name and prestige untarnished.

Young friends, before I conclude, I wish to point out that you have rendered me

~_an inestimable service for which I am deeply beholden to you. You have kept me per-

petually young, Last evening, one of my friends, Professor Varkey of Mangalore, referred

~ tothe fact that although I may be old in years I am young in spirit. He spoke the

truth. This is entirely due to you, Ifwe teachers are not ageing, it is all due to you,
and that is the service that you are rendering us day after day. How can we teachers

= really grow old ? You inject into our veins some drops of your warm blood, you infuse
= m our minds something of your youthful spirit day after day. I feel that I am young =

~ younger than some of you (laughter). I have still many of those yoathiu! qua.ht:es tha
‘characterised me 35 years ago.

Friends, the College too, like the world, is a stage, and we men and women are
players. We have our entrances and our exits, I have perhaps lingered on the stage
much too long, All those old friends with whom T had been associated for years have
already made their exits from the College. At times T have felt very lonely, although I
have been surrounded by troops of young friends and colleagues, very loyal, helpful and
triendly to me. It must indeed be a hard wrench for me to tear myself off from the
College and from my beloved students, but that cannot be helped. I bid you all Geed :

: Bye *and in doing so I pray the Almighty to shower His choicest Blessmgs ‘on you and
of vouchsafe unto you all good things in life. You have all my best mshes for your

== -_success, advancement and prosperity in life. I thank you once more for the gzeat
- honour you have done me. Good Bye, (Loud and zbmlzmged applaise, )




COLLEGE :DA?.

: l Commlttees

,, The following Office-bearers have béen elected to attend to
' the College Day fixed for Saturday, December 19, 1936:

H. R. Mills Esq., Principal, (President, Ex-oﬁcw)
Dr. G. F. Papali, Secretary (Staff).

~ Mr. K. S. Manikkam, ,  (Old Students).
» A. Raman, Treasurer.

= %/[Iir J;z;%h' } (Present Students)

2 Sports Sub-C’ommzttee =

= Hanha:ra Iyei‘.-
M1ss. Thankom.
~Mr. M. V. John.

, M. I. David.

~ V. M. Ramaswamy.
= ‘_P A Mathew.

,_man, (O’onvenér) |
ubbara;man. ==
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5. Collection & Publicity.

Mr. K. S; Manikkam, (Convener)
»# A. B. Syed Mohomed.

Miss. Lily Koder.

Mr. V. Surendran.
s» V. K. Hamza,
» A. Raman, (Treasurer)

Mrs. A. Velayudha Menon.

6. Public Meeting,
Dr. G. F. Papali.

Mr. K. S. Manikkam. = <
s C. R. Joseph. 3

Miss. Lily Koder.

Programme, (Dec. 19, 1936)

" : 7-30. A. M. Aquatic Sports (Huzur Jetty).

8. A. M.—1. P. M. College open to the Public,
(Demonstrations in Labs),

w-D. M Old Students’ Association Meeting—Unveiling
of the portrait of H. H. Kerala Varma, 12th
Prince of Cochin, President of Association, by
Rao Sahib C." Mathai.
3-30 ,, TEA—(Admission by Tickets).
5 P. M. Public Meeting—(President: S. Ranganathan,
Esq., 1. C. 8., 0. B. E).
6-30 ,, TFancy Dress Competition.
9 » Variety Entertainment.* (Admission by tickets,
Rs. 3/-, Rs. 2/ and Re. 1/-).
Seetha Kalyanam_A Tamil Musical Drama,,
(By Women Students).
2. The Scamp—An English Farce. (W1th acknowledge—-
ments to Madras Christian College Magazine).

3. #lgallacdo erngoo.__ A Malayalam Farce.

o

* N. B. There will be a special performance. exclusively for the students
on the night of Friday, the 18th Dec. 1936.
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COLLEGE NOTES.

After Onam.

: Life in the College, after the brief spell of Onam holidays,
is apt to get crowded, what with serious anticipation of the
Selection ordeals, and preparations for the College Day, which this
year comes off on the 19th of December. Mr. S. Ranganathan,
I. C. 8., 0. B. E,, a distinguished alumnus of this College, has kindly
agreed to preside over the ‘Day’ celebrations. A representative
Committee, as reported elsewhere in this issue, is in charge of a
varied and interesting programme. We look forward to a
successful assemblage of the students, of both sexes, and a

friendly exchange of ideas old and new.
* *

- Staff.

Three of the members of the teaching staff entered upon
privilege leave during the term—Messrs T. C. Balakrishna Menon
M. A, L.T, Assistant Professor of English ; K. Narayana Menon,
B. A., Assistant Professor of Logic; and K. Keshavan Nayar,
- Malayalam Pandit. Mr. K. K. Narayana Kurup, B. A. Hons.,
‘a distinguished product of the Annamalai university, acted
for Mr. Narayana Menon.
= Mr. A. Chandrahasan, our Pandit in Hindi, has recently

passed creditably the M. A. degree of the Calcutta University,
taking the second rank in the Presidency. Congratulations!

As we write, Pandit K. P. Karuppan, the Editor of the Sakitya
~ Sopanam (the Malayalam portion of this Muagazine) has entered
- upon sick leave. He had completed his work for the Magazine as he

~ fell ill. We hope for his early recovery.

* *

~ Visitors.

: - Amongst the distinguished visitors to the College during
the term may be mentmned Rao Bahadur S. E. Runganadhan, an
7;.01d friend of the ollege, and Dr. Kunjan Raja, a former student
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They halted with us while on their circuit of the Institutions of
Oriental Learning which they were inspecting as a University
Commission. Dr. Kunjan Raja lunched at the College, and
lectured to the students on the ideals of education. He
recalled many an experience of his College . days at
BErnakulam.

An unexpected, and by no means unwelcome, visitor
was ex-Prineipal, Mr. K. N. Pai, who veached Ernakulam suddenly
on private business. He was much impressed, on going over the
familiar grounds, with the recent improvements in the College, and
expressed himself as particulary struck with the social amenities
now provided for the staff and students of the College. The
students’ luncheon rooms, the canteens, the staff and men’s
Common Rooms (with rest chairs and ping-pong table complete)
are features that impress any visitor to the College, as the most
remarkable in the internal economy of this populous and

progressive Institution.
* * *

Extra-mural Activities.

The reports published in the Magazine under College
Activities speak of the varied and crowded life amidst us.
We are certainly alive to the work within the Lecture Hall and
Labs., but we are more than alive to the all-essential extra-mural
phase of collegiate education which helps to make men sociable,
honourable and successful. There is perfect harmony and
espirit-de-corps prevailing in the field games and sports, and there
is a healthy sense of rivalry obtaining between the Halls. Life
within the Hostels is not dull nor monotonous, and women as well
as men, are entering more and more into the spirit of a fuller and
“healthier Hostel life. -

= ; _— : * *

Sea Scouts. , _
The Sea Scouts of the College, under the immediate control

of the Principal, are going strong as ever, as is evidenced by their

various trips and excursions, and the height of their ambitions.

There was quite a delightful bilingual entertainment fi_;n' '

the College Hall, in aid of the Sea Scouts, and a crowded audience
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en]oyed thoroughly the many funny 1nter1udes. Needless fo say,
the Sea Scouts’ entertainment, followed by a drama in support of
the Bhasha Sahitya Mandalam, has given the necessary Aillip
~and encouragement to the thearically minded persons in the
College who have charge of the Dramatic Society here. We look
forward to a greater performance from them in connectlon with
the College Day.

* #*

Social Service League,

It is to be expected that a great College like ours ought to

give its students a lead in Social Aid. With this idea in view a
 Social Service League, comprising about a score of volunteers from

~ amongst the students of all castes and creeds, has been formed, who
“attend regularly the Out-patient Department of the local General
Hospital, assisting, under proper Medical supervision, at the
dressing and washing of wounds, bandaging, First Aid and other

humanitarian work to relieve suffering. We are thankful to ﬁi‘ e

T. Verghese, M. D. etc., the Civil Surgeon-in-charge, for

encouragement given to this scheme of practical tra.lm‘ﬂg
in Social Service for our boys, as we understand that the
medical authorities appreciate the small help our willing workers
are able to render in the humane work of amelioration of human

pain and misery.

— The Editor.
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A WHITE JEW’'S WEDDING.

Two of the leading families of the White Jews of Cochin
were to be united. In this rapidly dwindling community these
families had often intermarried before; but for me, a newcomer to
South India, all the preparations were full of glamour. Only a
week before the wedding date I had first visited peaceful Jew Town
Street by rickshaw, together with an Italian professor of anthro-
pology. It was an enchanting spot, the tropical haven of a harried
people. Here Jews had been isolated for so long that their
customs, in some respects, became different from those of Israelites
elsewhere,

Jew Town — not the miserable Ghetto of medioeval Europe,
but a happy colony where the Jews lived under the protection of a
benevolent Maharaja and Government. One straight narrow
street, without side-walks, walled in on either hand by a continuous
row of two-storied white houses gay with their brilliant blue and
green wooden window shutters. It has a stolid Netherlandish
atmosphere, for the present buildings date from the Dutch occupation
nearly three hundred years ago. The street ends abruptly at the
foot of an eighteenth century wooden clock tower painted gaily in
blue and white, while to the left an arch gives access to the
compound of the White Jews' Synagogue with its main eastern
entrance. Close against the north side of the Synagogue is a tall
granite wall beyond which is a Hindu Temple and one of the
palaces of the Maharaja of Cochin built by the Dutch. On this
first visit I met a few of the White Jews and their children, some
of whom are definitely blonde. I learned of the Black Jews who
claim that they were the original settlers from Palestine in India,
and who are unwitting disciples of Lamarck and blame their brown
skins on the tropical suns of centuries. The White Jews aver that
they are “ pure blooded ” descendants of the original Jewish settlers.
The controversy remains unsettled, and has resulted in four or five
socially segregated sub-castes among the Jews of Malabar. Who
can hve in India and not become subject to the curse of caste?
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The truth is, as the Italian professor remarked, that there is no
Jewish race now but only Jewish culture, and whoever adopts this
religion and culture is a Jew ; likewise there is no Aryan race but
only an Aryan culture which was adopted by several racially
distinet tribes.

The professor and I were invited o enter the most elegant
house in Jew Street, the only house with a small front porch. Its
wooden window shutters and decorative doorway were painted blue
and yellow, with the date 1761 over the lintel. This was the house
of the parents of the bride-to-be, and everything was being cleaned
and brushed in readiness for the festivities. Piles of small copper
_ coins were being arranged on a table; they were for the bridegroom
to scatter in the crowd on his way to the Synagogue. A thin old
coin was handed tous which bore the date, 1734, and had been
minted by the Dutch in India. When we visited the Synagogue a
Lovite was supervising the cleaning of the lamps and silver
chandeliers. We were shown the hand-printed scrolls of the Law
in Hebrew on soft sheepskin, each in its ornamental case in a wall
cupboard which serves as the Ark of Sanctuary.

Because of my interest in the community the bridegroom’s
family sent me an invitation to the wedding, which was to be held
on Tuesday at 6 P. M. If I could arrive in good time, a front seat
would be reserved. On the wedding evening we had toalight from
our rickshaws at the foot of Jew Street, outside the bride’s house,
for crowds of Indians left only a narrow lane up the centre. The
bridegroom had already gone in procession to the Synagogue, and
his band of half-naked brown Indian drummers were sitting at the
entrance to the street. Festcons of white paper fringes hung
across from house to house, and people leaned from every window
watching and passing remarks on the costumes of the wedding
guests. On the granite steps of the Synagogue were several pairs
of sandals left by the pious orthodox. The main hall was already
filled, but we were conducted past the brass railings of the central
pulpit to a seat imediately in front of the steps of the Ark. A heavy
purple silk cloth, embroidered all over in gold with the six-pointed
star of David, hid the doors at the top of the steps behind which
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I knew were the scrolls of the Pentateuch. Sitting on the éteps,
fanning himself with a small fan, was the bridegroom. He wore
a smart white suit, a white fedora hat, black shoes and, over one
shoulder, a rope of white Jasmine buds. Now and then he spoke
to a lady guest who was sitting near him. '

The congregation was a fascinating mixture of races and
creeds. Incentre front there was a small group of European ladies
and gentlemen. Along the north side of the Synagogue were the
elite from the Anglican, Hindu, Mahomedan, Roman Catholic
and Syrian Christian communities, the ladies with their heads
covered with hats or sarees and the men bare-headed. At the back
and on the south side were the Jewish men and boys, some in
European clothes with wide-brimmed felt hats, othersin long coats
and baggy cotton trousers wearing the little round shallow skull
cap of orthodox Jews the world over. Some of the old men had
grey side curls of the ancient orthodox style on each temple.
Peering in through the open windows were a crowd of humble
Indians and a few Black Jews. Above the heads of all the guests
were the dainty silver chandeliers bearing seven or thirteen glass
cups in which lighted wicks floated in white cocoanut oil. Near
the front was one larger solitary glass containing the perpetual
flame from which the fires of Jewtown are relighted after the
Sabbath. Alternating with these traditional, historic old-time lights
were hanging electric lights with bright coloured glass shades.

The White Jews have no Rabbi, and presently an elderly
bearded Reader entered the central pulpit and began to intone some-
thing in Hebrew which was lost on all of us Gentiles. Every now
and then the Jews would join in, the lusty treble voices of the
little boys dominating all the rest. The Reader chanted for several
minutes from a small book, and at one juncture all the Jewish
men, except the bridegroom, stood up and chanted facing towards
the west and Jerusalem.

On the north side of the steps to the Ark, on our right, was
a rectangular table covered with a purple and gold-brocaded silk
cloth. On this there were four candle-sticks and four tall yellow
candles whose flames scarcely fluttered in the sweltering air,
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in spite of the open windows. There were two large bowls of sweet

‘brown wine which was no doubt intended to be shared by the con-
gregation. However, some flies fell in and were drowned, and later
on the elders were given wine in an antique silver cup from a
silver pitcher with a metal cover, which were both also on the
table. There were likewise a tall golden wine cup covered with a
silk handerchief, a pen and a bottle of ink on the table. Behind on
the west wall there was a white and gold cloth suspended from a
wire ring about two feet in diametre and under it a chair. Opposite
this chair the front bench was draped with a purple and gold
silk cloth.

After the preliminary chanting by the Jews several young
men and boys assembled on the steps of the Ark. They were
marshalled by a tall thin old man all in white, who had to send
back over-eager youngsters who crowded forward. By the time
the young men had arranged themselves on the steps, the bride-
groom had risen and had taken from an embroidered purple velvet
pouch a long blue and white striped prayer shawl and had placed
it around his neck. Throughout the ceremony small boys wandered
freely in-and out; they were enjoying it all immensely and were
not in the least over-awed by the religious solemnity. Everyone
seemed to be thoroughly at home and informal; the atmosphere
was one of unselfconscious friendliness. - Even the bridegroom
never showed signs of embarassment or worry.

Just as we Gentiles were beginning to feel a bit restive in
the sticky heat, a . commotion was heard outside. A brass band was
playing a gay modern tune, and all necks were craned to get a
sight of the approaching bride. She entered swathed in a white
veil, accompained by her father, mother, sister, future sister-in-law,
and two other girls, The father brought her to the front of the
Synagogue and then retired. Her lady attendants then hustled
her into the waiting chair, and the hanging circular veil was
lowered by a fine rope until it completely enveloped her head and
shoulders. We could only see her little plump, white hands moving
restlessly on her lap with jewelled rings on every finger except one.
The bride’s retinue were dressed in white satin or bright coloured
brocades, with Jasmine flowers clustered in their hair. Her
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A White Jew's Wedding

mother looked sweet and dignified with a rich oriental silk shawl
draped over her head. As the ceremony proceeded theseladies took
turns in fanning the bride from the top of her cylindrical veil, for
it was extreniely hot. ‘When the bride arrived the other
Jewish ladies had mounted to a balcony at the back of the
synagogue behind a second pulpit upstairs, Some wore modern
clothes, others were dressed in graceful, gaudy oriental style with
silk shawls over their heads.

The bridegroom and his two best men now took their places
on the bench opposite the bride. Another grey-headed elder, with
a purple silk cap and long, coloured coat then stood beside the
bridegroom on the further side of the table and chanted from a
little book. Next he caught hold of the knotted fringe of the
bridegroom’s prayer shawl with his right hand while the groom
held the top of the same strings with his right hand. The elder
then asked some questions in Hebrew to which the bridegroom
replied. The bridegroom took the golden cup, sipped the wine from
it and proffered it to the bride who had a sip under her enshrouding
veil and handed it back to him. A string was hanging over the
edge of the cup which the bridegroom pulled and drew out a silver
ring ; this he placed on the little finger of the bride’s right hand.
The officiating elders were all given a sip of wine out of the silver
cup.  Attention was then directed to a little boy who stood up in
front. - His skin was as white as wax, and he wore a white suit,
a broad white felt hat and a rope of Jasmine flowers slung over
one shoulder. An elder handed him a large hand-illuminated scroll
filled with close Hebrew script with a coloured border of birds and
roses. This we gathered was the bride’s marriage settlement.
The little fellow held it up and chanted lustily from it, with a few
promptings, forover a half hour, joined now and then by the Jews
of the congregation. The document was then handed to the bride-
groom who signed it and the bride’s signature was also obtained. At

- last the marriage ceremony was complete, the hanging veil was

removed and the lovely bride shone forth all in white with diamonds
glinting in her hair ; a lace veil hung down her back and many fine
jewelled and gold necklaces rested on the flawless, ivory skin of her
bosom. She was pale and wore no make-up, ‘yet inspite of the
sultry air she did not appear to be hot, but only shy.
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Afer alittle more chanting in. Hebrew the bride rose and
left with her groom, followed by her attendants, her relations and
finally by all the guests, On our way out we noticed the two
large spira] brass pillars near the door; these support the pulpit
upstairs and are here in memory of two great pillars of King
Solomon’s Temple which were called Yakim and Boaz. When we
finally filtered into the streetit was packed with spectators. It
Was now past seven and nearly dark, and the stone saucer festival
lamps beside the front doors of the Jews were alight. At the head
of the procession a brass band was loudly playing “Show me the
way to go home” to the accompaniment of Indian drumsand brass
cymbals raised high in the air. Every now and then the procession
halted while golden fountains of fireworks and coloured rockets
were discharged in the road in front. At one place a huge artificial
flower of tinsel and coloured cloth, suspended in the middle of the
street, was opened and closed by a man who pulled on a rope.
Through one window I caughta glympseof a pale, ancient granny,
dressed in yellow, watching everything from her bed.

At the bride’s father’s house people were already seated in
groups on chairs in the spacious front room. At one end the bride
sat on a divan on a small dais while the groom stood on the floor
in front; behind them were many presents displayed. As the

guests arrived they filed past and felicitated the wedded pair. Sweet .

wine was served and delicious iced fruit wedding cake; the latter
T learned was home-made. There was beer and whisky for those
who liked them, also ice-cream, pink lemonade, potato chips and
roasted nuts. Before we left the bridegroom made a short speech
of thanks. We were also invited to see the bridal chamber with
its big four-poster bed covered in with white muslin curtains on all
sides, a necessary precaution here against mosquitoes which bear
malaria and filaria. The bed posts were festooned with yellow
ribbons and an old lady reclined on the bed itself. The bride's
mother, who looked worn out after all the excitement, was resting
on a settee here away from the crowds. The bridegroom’s white
hat looked quite at home hanging beside the dressing-table. We
were told that the young couple would stay in this house for three
days feasting with their friends. Then, after the Sabbath, the
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A White Jew's Wedding

bride would go with her husband to his father's house. In another
ten days they would all be keeping the Feast of the Passover.

Now and then during the happy evening 1 thought of other
Jews who had been plundered and chased from their homes in
Europe and of those for whom oppression was still a present reality.
At the bride’s house the encouraging thought came, that this inter-
racial, cosmopolitan gathering was a foretaste of social conditions
in the not distant future. The words of the Italian anthropoligist
re-echoed in my mind “ there is no Jewish race, Judaism is one of

the great cultures of humanity i

— EILEEN W. ERLANSON MACFARLANE, Ph. D., D. Sc.
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LIVING HISTORY.

The present day World craves for accuracy, a full recording
of factsand figures with all the carefulness of one who has been of
late feeling terribly for the lack of this faculty in the generations
which have preceded. We regret that the history of human
civilization so far had to be reconstructed out of stray evidences
from ‘foot prints’ in rocks and caves and on occasions from cities
cleared out of fathoms deep of earth and mud. Every molecule of
matter so formed is venerably examined, given special {reatment in
most cases to compensate for the ravages of time, and kept up in
cosy vaults for future reference. Side by side with this, many a
gilt-edged volume pampered with the ‘blocks’ of these unseemly
creatures, with a speculatively generous bibliography, comes to fill
up the ‘Bodleians’ of the land. The more appalling becomes the
waste of human energy when it is known that a generation of

intellegentsia has nothing but a single ‘Mohen-jo-Daro’ to
mention,

Doubtless, age commands a certain amount of sentimental
respect. But sentimentality carried to excess is no sign of
progress. How could humanity have been retarded in its onward
march to attain divinity and absolute perfection if the antiquarian
researchers ‘struck work’ for ever? We can positively say that

mankind would be none the worse for it even after giving due

weight to the doctrine *‘History will repeat itself’, rightly under-
stood, As Bergson would have it ¢the present is saturated with the
past, gnawing furiously into the future’. Actuality needs no
explanation, at least as far as we are concerned; research should
be in the direction of determining the huge potentialities.

The generations arising will surely attach less value to

all our misplaced anxiety which arises out of certain destructive -

sophistication. Thanks to the good intentions of the old veterans,
we are imaginative even to a fault, tracing genealogy out of
pillars, ascertaining imperial policy from rusty coins, and general
culture from disconnected English rendering of the Japanese
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version of a Chinese script written by a Tibetan mendicant.

Our followers will have none of it being choked with all
sorts of materials commemorating each incident from the War
of American Independence to the demolition of the ‘Waterloo
bridge. We have reversed the wheel. What has been a single
idea expanded into thousands of pages only to be discarded or left
in almost their original vagueness. To be moderate, a great evil
has been replaced for a much lesser one, dangerously affecting all
those it may concern in a plurality of ways, cumulatively causing
great mental disorder. An age of destruction is inevitable, and
cynicism is bound to be the order of the day, when people will be
in earnest wishing for the suspension even temporarily of certain
universal laws. There is a conception prevalent amongst us that
time is the best judge of human thought and action. However,
man’s ingenuity has been such that even this impartial judge is
rendered impotent. Time writes no wrinkles on crazy acquisition.
The Huxilian Vision of Committees being formed ‘to condemn or
acquit in magisterial fashion’ each item of the jealously guarded
national asset is alarming. It is even more so when we know
that the condemned ones will undoubtedly go to the swelling of
huge conflagrations or to such other devices suited to the
annihilation of the materials concerned. A system of strict
censorship set up at the earliest opportunity, with unlimited
powers to deal with all cases of emergency, will, in my opinion
alleviate to a great extent the growing injustice of irrelevant
acquisition and subsequent accumulation. We know there will
come a day when people will look upon it as an unaffordable
luxury to maintain a statue at every street corner. Huge
catacombs overflowing with unwarranted information will elicit
no public sympathy. Every inch of space will be needed to
shelter the ever increasing humanity. With ‘Mars’ still unattainable
we have to recommend to a very judicious appropriation of the
surface area of our globe.

Tet me not be mistaken for a pessimist. Pessimism arises
out of dogmatism much like optimism; and while we can safely
be indifferent to the latter, we have to be cautious of the former

as it suspiciously hovers over sin.
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Every history is the history of human sivilization, the
record of efforts of man-the-brute striving to bécome maii-the-divine.
Every event in history has to be scrupulously analysed and
arranged as pointing to the success or faiture in the ‘fight with
the unknown’. Events have shaped the destiny of man, and one
-is apt to despair of their irresistible march and inaceessibility
after the time. We want to save every detail in as picturesque
a manner. Our over-enthusiasm verges on exaggeration, and
in few instances falls short of actuality also. In either case the
event loses much of its prospective value.

- Now, is the event really lost? We hear of the existence of
stars and such other heavenly bodies whose distances from us have
been calculated in terms of millions of ‘light years’. How many
of such heavenly luminants mest our vision on a clear night? We
are not astonished to see the light ray which was emitted when the
world began or even before. It need not astonish us even if the
earth is considered to be a ¢ luminous body incapable of supporting
life’ by a ‘foreign’ astro-pshysicist. The interglobial messenger,
namely, light, can be relied upon to keep a complete record of
events. We have no more to be nervous about an event as we are
no more nervous about a piece of historic relic in the museum. We
have as much common sense as Mr. Oliv_er Lodge, at least an adequate
quantity of it to deduce that an extinguished light ceased to burn
only for us, persons in the immediate vicinity. It still flames with
all the vigour in space.

Nobody needs be informed that science has made vast sfrides,
that space has shrunk on the face of modern means of transports
and that man is no more the plaything of the elements like his
ancestors. The craze for motion, and there too of breathlessly
rapid motion, is running riot. Breaknecks and dare-devils are in
fact progressive elements. With sufficient encouragement and
thorough teaching of public opimion Interplanetal Communicatiorn
will not be an Utopian dream. A ‘Hindenberg’ of the morrow
would fly ‘solo’ toa new world and back amid the vociferous
cheering of all his brethren. Outstanding commercial magnates
will be only too ready to place all their hoardings at the back of a
picked body of scientists investigating into the possibilities of
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exploiting the resources of some of the planets. With all our
infernal wars diverted elsewhere, in the long run, the Wellsian
ideal of a world federation will be realised, when we will of
necessity stand as a world force in opposition to a common danger
threatening all alike.

It is no wonder that in these days of economic planning,
when experts sit up to tackle the problems of indusiry, agriculture
and unemployment by a process of theorising perched above the
poles, we havebeen driven into a lot of hair-splitting business. ‘What
exactly they lacked in, we know. They all, atleast a majority of
them, were destitute of that most essential quality, viz. fertility of
imagination.

We have been too much intoxicated with the earth to think
of heaven and heavenly bodies. The greatest of our national
reformers has advocated a policy of thorough extrication from
earthly realities which have flung us into misery and bondage.
Buddha and Sankara have repeatedly denounced earthly posses-
sions. Plain living and high thinking, was their motto. Possibly
they had some of the heavenly bodies in view in exhorting their
disciples to direct their ambitions away from the world. They
were far-sighted indeed !

Mediaeval restrictions on human knowledge and attainments
are no more respected. It is true we have sacrificed heavily for it.
A Socrates, a Galileo, and many others equally indispensable have
been suffered to be indicted. The cause, for which our ancestors
did not budge even to be out of the good books of God, was
vindicated.

Science says 1,86,000 miles per second is the last word in
speed. Is this not enough to perpetuate our hostility towards
those pursuing that item of information? All our experiences
so far go to strengthen the view that a generation will arise,
not far from our own, that will regard even this rate of trans-
mission through space disgustingly tedious. The joy of being
hurled through space is so irresistible that the pilot surviving a
‘crash’ takes delight in parachute jumping so as to enjoy even
in a lesser degree an adventurous luxury. Even as I scribble this
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I hear the whirling of some of their rockets in space. Of course
all of them baffle light in point of speed of transmission. Travel
in the cockpit of one of them, and you catch of world events in
their reversed chronological order — the Silver Jubilee celebrations,
the world war, the pageant and panorama of the Coronation ete.
The Battle of Plassey and the French Revolution are none the
less inviting scenes. It is all existence pure and simple.

— K. K. NARAYANA KURUP, B. A. Hons.
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A TRIBUTE TO COCHIN.

It is said by those who know India well that Kashmir is the
most beautiful of our Indian States, with Travancore—which
differs from it in nearly every particular—proxime accessit. If
this is so, then Travancore must share its honours, as it already
shares so many other things, with its sister State, Cochin.

Geographically, Cochin and Travancore are so in accord
that in a morning’s journey one passes and repasses from the one
to the other half-a-dozen times with little to emphasise the fact
beyond the different State emblems at the Chowkeys and the
contrast in the headgear of the Police. The two States are not
only contiguous, but outlying Talugs of the one are to be found
almost completely surrounded by the territories of the other, while
the beautiful, if occasionally monotonous, lagoons and back-waters
form a common and picturesque highway between them.

Although not of Malabar proper, Cochin possesses all the
scenic glories of that far-famed Coast; its blue border-line of
sea, dotted with the sails of high-powered patfimars and
buggalows, and with the ships of many nations that in ever-
increasing numbers seek its magnificent land-locked harbour;
lagoons that never lose their fascination, the hazy dimness of
their distant vistas continually calling to one to be up and
adventuring on their peaceful waters. These, too, have their
medley of sails in a fine gradation from the mere rag of the small
one-man fishing munjee to the tattered and yet highly efficient
stretches of canvas, or fibre-matting, of the low-lying and
attractive wallams that day and night drift quietly through the
lagoons with an interesting miscellany of produce. And one must
not forget the white wings of the Malabar Yacht Club that lends
a distinetive beauty and gaiety of their own to these crowded and
colourful waterways. :

- Miracles of Colour

Then come the unending miles of coconut-palm trees,
perhaps the densest coconut bearing area in the world. As far as
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the eye can see, as far as one can travel up and down the lagoons,
the palm-trees lean over the water at fantastic angles, forming an
indescribably beautiful setting for each sinking sun and a restful
background of luxuriant green that is in happy contrast to the
frequently dazzling brightness of the blue waters. In time,
perhaps, the palms become monotonous, one longs for some slight
variation in their serried ranks; yet there are days when the
whole scene is so urgently fraught with an Bastern magic, when
each feathered palm-tree catches the light, when each gentle
ripple of the water disturbs the marvellous green reflections, that
one would not have it otherwise. There are days, too, when
suddenly before one’s grateful eyes the green monotony is
gloriously broken by a riotous flame-of-the-forest blushing crimson
at the miracle of its own loveliness, or else on a little spit of land
the slight casuarina nods and waves its delicate fronds in answer
to the playfulness of the questing wind.

Beyond the thick verge of trees lie those other miracles of
colour—the fields of young and tender paddy. No green that artists
achieve on inspired palette, no green that scientists synthetically

produce surpasses that of young and tender paddy; I had almost

said no green of animate or inanimate nature, not even the irrides-
cence of the rainbow in the sky : yet, when the brilliant king-fisher
flashes like a bullet before my eyes in all the glory of his perfect
plumage, I realise that here is perhaps one hue—that only the
supreme artist Nature can paint—that is worthy to compare. The
paddy-fields stretch for miles, with their myriad irrigation channels
bountifully supplied by back-water and river; not a mere indeter-
minate level of green but a field here sheltered by a little bunch of
palm-trees, like an atoll in an inland sea, a field there demarcated
by a sturdy grove of plantains, a long low stretch beside a river’s
bank, a terraced field lying upon a hillside,

Here, away from the fishermen of the coast, apart from the
coir-workers retting their cocoanuts and beating the husks in the
sun’s powerful rays, are the industrious ryots, with their backs
bent hour after hour, weeding, thinning and transplanting their
paddy, or perhaps busy guiding the bullocks at the plough, tending
the ponderous water-buffalo as they wallow in the mud and ooze,
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or shepherding the noisy ducks from one salubrious happy hunting-
ground to another. Here are the youngsters, mother-naked, proud as
peacocks to be seen helping in men’s work, turning the water-wheels,
scaring the birds from the fields and in frequent moments of for-
getfulness and high spirits chasing the pie-dogs and each other in
unbounded delight and energy. Travel India over, nowhere is the
ryot so content, nowhere does his unremitting toil have so mani-
fest and so productive a return, nowhere is the fierce stress of
Indian life so mitigated by pleasant surroundings as in Cochin and
Travancore. The sun smiles upon those South-Western States with
a iriendliness and compassion that is very gracious.

The Planting Community

As the paddy-fields are left behind, the first slopes of the
hills—that eventually terminate in the Nelliampathis Range—
provide ample and material evidence of Nature’'s profusion and
munificence. Mango and jack trees flourish in the red laterite
soil, the latter providing cool shade along many a dusty highway,
and casuarina, tamarind, breadfruit, portia and nutmeg abound.
By the wayside temples the restless leaves of the pipal trees rustle
softly and incessantly ; the roads are made gay by gold mohur,
neem and banyan. Here, too, are the areca palm and the
palmyra, pleasant variants from the ubiquitous cocoanut, fields of
cucumber, yams, tapioca and pumpkins, with occasionally a tall
field of sugarcane.

In the verdant Mooply Valley lie rubber estates several
thousands of acres in extent, and as one vasses from the brilliant
sunlight into the chequered shade of the orderly rows of trees one
gains illuminating glimpses of the intensely interesting and
fascinating life of the planting community. The gay-gardened
“bungalows on their ﬁill-top sites overlooking the surrounding
‘estates, the clamorous coolie-lines, the red brick and corrugated-
iron roofed factories with the unending “tut tut” of their engine
exhausts, the tappers passing swiftly from tree to tree, the bursting
of pods in the still, hot air, the sound of an axe in a clearing, the
call of a kangany that is taken up and repeated from one field fo
another until it dies in the distance—these are the extrinsic
symbols of a life that rarely palls in its fascination. The planter
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himself is a man apart, his lonely life and close contact with
Nature have given him characteristics that are unmistakable and
indelible ; he is, indeed, suz generis, and good company for all men.

Cochin does not have the boundless range of mountains
that Travancore is so fortunate to possess, and therefore has little
tea or coffee, but in its Forest Reserve it has what is to me its
most interesting scenic feature. There is something about “green
days in forests” that attracts as much as “blue days at sea,” and
when the forest is reserved either for the cultivation of its timber

or for the preservation of its wild fauna then one’s imagination
is further excited.

The Forest Tramway

The State Forest Reserve covers roughly 585 square -miles
of territory, and when I last visited it there were yet vast tracts
to be surveyed, tracts familiar only to the jungle tribes and to the
wild animals that frequent them. The forest does not rise much
over 3,000 feet above sea level, but ridges run in every direction
covered with a dense and almost impenetrable growth. Much of
the timber is junglewood, and consequently of little commercial
value; but teak, rosewood, ebony and sandal trees are plentiful,
and mile upon mile is covered with giant bamboos that grow fto
a giddy height.

The most valuable trees are high in the heavy rain-belt
area, and here is established the State’s Forestry Camp, reached by
a tramway that has been driven for over sixty miles into the
heart of the forest. For some distance one travels along a rough
narrow-gauge track, through scrub country, through the Mooply
Valley rubber estates, through paddy and arable land and then
slowly and protestingly up the first slopes of the hills, When the
gradient becomes too severe, the ascent is gontinued by means of
rope inclines, a descending load on the one incline—usually a
trolley containing a huge teak or rosewood log—pulling up a lighter
load on the other. There are five of these gradients to be
negotiated, the longest over a mile in length and the steepest
gradient, I was credibly informed, 1 in 3.

After ascending several high ridges the Tramway descends
for a time by means of eighteen reversing stations, and then after
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again laboriously climbing reaches its terminus at a height of
about 2,000 feet. The whole journey occupies nearly 12 hours,
during which one passes through close jungle and forest land,
where the trees meet in a green archway high overhead, and
monkeys gibber and shriek as they swing from tree to -tree.

If one camps out in tent or Forest Bungalow the silence is
almost terrifying, the interminable swish of the trees and the
rustle of the leaves only serving to accentuate and intensify it.
One feels the plaything of nature, hemmed in by her guardian
trees, powerless, puny, isolated amidst scenes of tremendous
grandeur, lost in a green semi-opaque darkness, the mockery of
the trees that everlastingly nod and whisper around and
above one.

Night in the Forest

As night falls imagination peoples the Forest with voices
other than those of the trees, and one gathers close about the fire.
And who knows but beyond the flickering cirele of light the tiger,
lord of the jungle, prowls on soft pads curious to see who intrudes
in his domain ? As one lies awake there is a sudden pandemonium
in the Forest that only the elephant can make when on mischief
- bent, and a loud triumphant trumpet as he uproots a young sapling
in momentary annoyance; there is a sudden and discordant
_chatter as the bandar-log of the tree-tops hurl abuse at the ana for
thus rudely disturbing their slumbers. A shy elk crouches deep
in the underground until the noise gradually subsides, and then
steps daintily and fearfully to the riverside to drink. Soon the
last chattering monkey is silent and. sleep, seems to come to the
Forest, but the trees never sleep and all night there is a
shimmering and rustle of leaves, a swaying of branches, and a
sound deep and constant as if the Forest breathed, a sound that is
the irresistible movement of air sweeping from the hill-tops over
the vast spaces of the wild.

When the sun is up, there is no more interesting adventure
than to glide beneath the tall trees in a Tramway ftrolley to the
clearing where timber felling is in progress. Here a dozen
elephants are at work hauling huge logs of 200 cubic feat to the
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Tramway head, loading the logs into the trucks, or engaged in
the arduous task of rescuing from the river giant tree trunks
that had been floated down from greater heights during
preceding floods.

Should one ever tire of this there is much else to be seen:
the wild elephants newly caught in pits, the partly-tamed
elephants shackled to their more docile fellows, elephants suffering
from toothache and from sore feet, elephants at work and at play;
trees marked for felling, trees ruined by parasitic creepers, trees
blasted by lightning and trees beautiful to look upon but
commercially useless. How glad one is of these last and that
they should be spared to remain as glorious monuments to Nature
and her works!

It is indeed a liberal education to camp for a while beneath
the 1all trees that obscure the stars and, when one tires of one’s
own company, to go with the young men of the jungle tribes to
the rough clearings where they exist in tiny cadjan huts, living
precariously on the wild produce of the forest and on the scant
kedda crops they are able to cultivate.

One leaves the wide Forest with deep regret; as the days
pass the trees no longer hem one in, but become living, sentient
things, friends full of tales of high adventure, of drought, and
storm and flood. And so it is that Cochin remains for me the
land of blue lagoons and green forests, and I shall always see in
my mind’s eye the coconut-palms leaning crazily over the
shimmering waters to greet me and the tall trees forming a cool
green archway high overhead to welcome me to their exciting
and mysterious depths. To these I pay happy and grateful tribute.

— ALAN C. MCKAY in The Madras Mail.
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Cochin Forests
A Note on Cochin Forests.*

Nearly 600 square miles of Cochin are Forest. The best season to
go to the hills is during Chingom and Kanni (August, September). At
other times the nuisance of leeches is great, and one is certain to be
infected with malarial germs. :

There is a tram connection from Chalakudy to Chinnar, the boundary
line of British Forests, a distance of fifty-one miles.” More than thirty
years ago, this line was laid, and even now there is abundant traffic in
timber, thus justifying the initial capital outlay of about fifteen lakhs
of rupees. Timber from British area also is brought down by our tram.

At about the twentieth mile the ascent is so steep that any engine
would not have sufficient power to drag up the waggons. At the inclines,
two systems of trucks, one empty at the bottom and the other loaded at
the top connected by strong wire ropes manipulated at the top of the
inclines by brakes, bring down timber from the height. Visitors are
generally taken up in trailers attached to the aforesaid empty trucks,
while loads are being thus lowered. There are three such® inclines
before Kavala can be reached. The last incline has a gradient of 3:.1.
The highest point of Kavala is just below 3,000 ft. At Kavala there is a
beautiful rest house. It takes nearly 44 hours to reach Kavala. Two
more inclines are to be manipulated at Komalapara, 5 miles from Kavala,
The next stop is at Kuriarkutty, were thereis another rest house,
situated on the banks of the Kuriarkutty river. A dispensary and a
school have been established by the Govt. for the benefit of the Hill tribes.

At the 47th mile is Parambikuiam, which is lower in height than
Kavala. Another rest bhouse is here. Near Parambikulam there is
also a school for the Kadirs.

From Pothupara, between Kavala and Komalapara, eleven miles
to the south, is Athirapilly Falls, whose fall is 150 ft. in height. Twelve
miles up Athirapilly Falls, there are the Poringalkuthu Falls, three in
number, all the three having a height of 519 ft. The Govt. once had an
idea of harnessing these Falls for generating hydro-electric power.

The Radirs are a nomadic tribe, living in small colonies. The
pure Kadirs are the descendants of the aborigines. Due to their
contact with the people from the plains, there is a certain amount of
admixture, and the mixed variety can be easily distinguished from the
pure. Generally they are very good guides and carry huge loads on their
backs. Their senses are vary keen, which stand them in good stead for
the protection of their lives from the wild beasts. Elephants, Tigers,
Bisons, Bears, Ibex etc. are the wild games. = AT o MaAs

% The Editor has to thank the author of this note, for the photographs published
herewith.
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COCHIN PORT — 40 Years Hence!*

Fourth Stage Works

The scope and intention of the fourth stage works is fo
provide for all the works and facilities necessary to deal with four
million tons of goods traffic; and further to design those works
and facilities in such a way as to avoid confusion, waste, or
infructuous expenditure as the port grows. Whether we fail or -
succeed, time will show, but, at any rate, none will charge the
Governments concerned with any lack of prudence and caution in
their handling of our proposals.

The bridges and the enmbankment across Veaduruthi will
take three years or so, remembering that we do not want to put
trains over to embankment until it has stood for at least
18 months and had the rains of two monsoons over it. We have
started the bridge, and are about to start the embankment. I think
the work may be finished in the latter part of 1939 or early part
of 1940, but there may be unforeseen troubles to delay us.

The present European political situation has forced us to
break our own rules. The almost certain advance of prices for
metals made it imperative for us to order all the steel and iron
work we wanted before it was really necessary according to plan.
And in so doing we have obviated a certain excess of several lakhs
on our estimates of 1933, how much I do not know at the moment,
but a really serious excess. Parts of our work may, therefore, be
finished rather before they are wanted; even so, we hops to use
them for temporary purposes pending the final opening of the
fourth stage as such, some time late in 1939 or early in 1940.

Concurrently with the later part of our programme, T hope
to see other parts of Willingdon Island laid out with roads and

* The concluding portion of a course of three University Extension Lectures delivered
in the College Hale in January 1937.
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buildings for private purposes, and I am often asked: “What will
be the cost of the land there.” Well, I am not giving away any
secrets if I say that there must be rather obvious variations in
price. Land may be relatively cheap for a few years and then
grow much more expensive. Meanwhile, the port will have to
pay interest on the cost of the land being developed, and also on
the land required for harbour purposes and has to get part of its
money back somehow. Altogether a thoroughly intriguing and
difficult problem, worthy of being included among our little
troubles at Cochin, and not the least like the selling of plots ina
mofussil or city, as seems to be imagined in some quarters.

All the management of the land and the difficulties of this
very thorny problem have been gracious!y handed over to the port
authority. And all the rents, except a microscopic bonus, will be
graciously retained by the Cochin Government. As you will all
agree, a thoroughly satisfactory arrangement, for one party, if
not the other.

Communications

Mr. John Izat, of the Railway Board, visited Cochin in 1921,
and his report dealt with the rail communications considered
desirable at that time. They were, in principle, a short connexion

_between Trichur and Pollachi, a rail from Shoranur to Mysore at
Nanjangud, a rail up to the Anamallais and the improvement of
the Shoranur-Ernakulam line. That was 15 years ago, and
1 suppose the delay in settling the fourth stage question is partly
responsible for the delay in carrying out these railway
improvements.

However, we have the broad gauge to Shoranur, which is
something, and hope in the future to obtain the lines Trichur-
Kollengode and the line through to Mysore. Both of these
connexions are now imperatively necessary to the success of
Cochin harbour; indeed, it is questionable whether the scheme
should ever have been started without having first a clear
agreement on the subject. :

Similarly with roads. As you will readily understand, a
port is merely the bottle-neck of a wide collecting and distributing
system. You may visualize roads and rails radiating from it in
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all directions on the one side, and different steamer routes on the
other. On the sea side your problem is easy, but on the land side
your roads and railways have to accommodate themselves to
practicable gradients, for one thing, and a good produciiig or
distributing area, for another. Unfortunately, some of your best
producing areas are not reached by very easy gradients, and
sometimes the gradient you want leads away from the port instead
of towards it. However, we in Cochin are rather fortunate in
this way. Practicable roads are possible where railways are not,
and I have little doubt we shall see, concurrently with the fourth
stage works, a useful development in road building. '

Our unrivalled system of waterways will also be exploited.
They are a most valuable asset. They give us the cheapest freight
in the world, or so I am told by those who should know, and, if a
little faster service is demanded over some of the routes, I have no
doubt it will be forthcoming. As it is, our creeks and canals
penetrate north, east, and south, in a most serviceable way, and in
the local wallom (countrycraft) you have a craft adapted to poling,
rowing and sailing, and a build which takes a useful lead to
seemingly inaccessible extremities of the system.

~ In other words, you have at Cochin an almost ideal possible
¢combination of road, rail and water transport, and I say frankly .
that it should be developed to keep pace with fourth
stage - developments. ILet us all become communication-
-minded, remembering that the cure for discontent is work, and
work comes by industries, and industries by communications—
railways, roads and water-ways. That way lies our hope for the
future.

Future of Flying

If you draw a line on the map between London and Sydnrey,
you will find that Cochin is nearly on that straight line and at a
point midway between the two ends, a half-way house, so to
speak. If you plan a route north and south, you discover that
Cochin is exactly where it should be as a halting ground for small
planes. If you consider the requirements of a sea-plane base, the
Cochin backwaters fulfil every single need in a remarkable
way—a deep port, rail and road connexions, cargo and passenger
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vessels available, an enormous separate sheet of water for
manoeuvring and anchoring, calm water all the year round; oil,
~water and stores to hand. The seaplane, without doubt, is the
coming vehicle and of swift transport, and I am told that the
future lies, first, in powerful sea-planes flying nearly straight to
their destination, stopping at the most favourable landing places
en route, and, second, in smaller planes, based on those landing
places, for inland flying. If this is correct, we have no need to
fear the future for flying at Cochin,

Navies

What about seaways and navies? Strategical experts have
pointed out that Cochin is too far east to have any significance in
a Western struggle, and too far west to be involved in one arising
in the Far East. This seems very satisfactory, but strategical
experts have been known to err, and ships of war have an ever-
increasing range, and the Empire economically is one, so that a
blow at India might have quite unexpected results in a great
struggle of nations. However this may be, the fact remains that
Cochin is the nearest deep water port to the main shipping route
across the Arabian Sea, and it is easy to visualize its strategical
value if a convoy system ever became essential for our shipping
between Aden and Ceylon. Nevertheless, we need not fear any
over-crowding of our harbour for naval purposes. Singapore is
the key, and will remain so for a number of reasons we need
not mention now.

Looking Ahead

As we have tried to look ahead for 40 years in the design
of the fourth stage, it is not unreasonable, perhaps, to make a
similar forecast of the improvements on shore which should
accompany that estimate of the harbour. There are many
ways in which it can be done, and one of them is to study
the mistakes made at other ports and towns. I am not going to
name any names or make any controversial suggestions whatever.
I merely say, as a splendid working rule, study the past of any
port for 40 years, note its good things and its bad things, and see
that, at least, you avoid the bad things.
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Thus we shall not have cart tracks for motor roads. Refuse
generously distributed over the footpaths, level crossings where
there is a maximum road traffic, residences and industries in the
same road, fast and slow traffic speeds on the same routes except
over separate tracks, out of date systems of sewage disposal
and so on.

A Vision

I see a State 40 years hence which is the product of a
carefully thought out plan of operations. In the beginning there
was an inspection of many of the better towns and districts in
Europe and Asia. The good and bad points of each were noted.
There was an estimate of the possible expansion of the port and
its hinterland, coupled with a regional survey of the State.
Comparisons were drawn with other ports on a basis of trade.
Alternative plans were prepared and financial schemes devised.
Finally, there evolved a moderate scheme which developed the

resources of the State, and which entailed certain’ improvements °

in transport facilities, as well as a reasonable standard of building
and road construction.

I see a new phase of education which informs and prepares
the people for a gradual change in their manner of living, which
inculcates a desire for healthy and beautiful surroundings, and
which awakens a sense of emulation and civic pride. I see all this
being done, not in spates, so to speak, but with quiet persistency,
and by a constant effort well within the capacity of the State and
its officers. “Impossible,” you say ? It is not impossible. I love
~ the reply of the French Minister to a Queen of long ago: “Madanie,
if it is only difficult, it is already done: if it is impossible, it shall
be done.” That is the spirit by which great things are brought
about: that, and foresight, and cool, faithful preparation,
and the cold deadly courage that endures to the end.

R. C. BRISTOW, . Inst. C. E, M. I. Mech. E.
Administrative Officer & Harbour Engineer in Chief,
Cochin Pori.
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HINDI LITERATURE |l

The previous article was a brief outline of the development of Hindi
literature from the earliest times up to the overthrow of the Mughal
Empire. The confusion that prevailed in the realm of politics then
affected that of literature also, and for about the fifty years that followed
Hindi literature led an obscure existence. But with the rise of the
British power in India it began to recover from the temporary dearth
and reassert itself, influenced through contact with the culture of the
west. The desire on the part of the new rulers to establish peaceful and
responsible government in the wvast area under their possession, the
enthusiasm of the missionaries, the changing ideals of life, the introduc-
tion of the printing press and similar other factors contributed towards
this renaissance in Hindi literature. The most outstanding feature of
this new period is the development of Hindi prose and the romantic
revoltin Hindi poetry. Though specimens of prose compositions dating
as early as 1400 are available, prose never seems to have been used as a
vehiele of thought up to the beginning of the nineteenth century. Avadhi
and Braj Bhasa, two of the three main literary dialects of Hindi, were
employed for writing poetry, and both of them had received the highest
literary culture even in the middle ages. Now came the turn of the
third dialect, Khadi Boli (modern literary Hindi). The original home of
this dialect was Delhi and Meerut, and its Persianised form had already
become popular under the name of Urdu. The new influence inspired
writers to use Khad: Boli in its original purity. The first sue-
cossful writers of modern Hindi prose were Sada Sukh Lal (author
of Sukh Sangar), Insa Alla Khan (author of Rani Ketaki Ki Kahani),
Sadal Misr (author of Nuasi Ketoketopakhyan), and Lalluji Lal
(author of Prem Sagar). Lalluji Lal and many other scholars wrote
under the patronage of Dr. John Gil christ, head of the Fort William
College at Calcutta, and produced a number of text books. About the
same time William Carey and other missionaries were working hard at
Srirampur, and they published Hindi translations of the Bible and other
christain seriptures. The attempt on the part of these writers to exclude
all foreign elements from Khadi Boli and restore it to its original purity
resulted in the introduction of many Sanskrit words and so it became
rather unintelligible to the admirers of Urdu. Raje Siva Prasad of Kas:
now came to the rescue, and he tried to popularise a literary speech mid

131

e 2

SHOAR ) Wb aiiasa 2L o {8




The Maharaja’s Colleje MAGAZINE

way between the Persian-ridden Urdu and the Sanskrit-ridden Hind{_.
At first he was successful in his attempts and wrote many text books and
short sketches, but later on, perhaps due to the irresistable influence of
Urdu which had official patronage, he began to write what may be termed
Persian ridden Hindi. This later influence of Raja Siva Prasad on the
language was checked to a great extent by the advent of Raja Lakshman
Singh of Agra into the literary field. He wrote a pure, simple and sweet
language free from foreign elements and Sanskrit flourishes. His
translation of Sakuntalom (1862) became so popular that it was reprinted
in England and prescribed for the I. C. 8. Examination. It was at this
time also that the great Arya Sumr; movement, which was a revolt
against the Christian missionary activities on the one hand and the
Hindi reactionary one on the other, was started. Swami Dayanand, the
founder of the movement was a far-sighted man and shrewdly employed
Hindi for his religious discourses and propaganda. The Satyartha Prakas,
the’ Bible’ of the Arya Samajists, was written in 1863. The Arya
Samajists were (they still are an enthusiastic type of reformers, and in
their hands Hindi prose obtained that vigour and felicity of exzpression
required for lectures, discussions and controversial repartee. But in spite
of all these efforts Hindi prose wasstill feeling its way and its standards
were not - yet fixed. There existed many places where this modern
influence was not felt at all, and there still lived many poets who wrote
religious and artistic poetry under royal patronage. Gokul Nath (author
of Mahabharata), Maharagy Man Singh of Jodhpur, Bajn Raghuwraj Singh,
Padmakar Bhatt (author of Jagadvinod aud Gange Lahari) Giridhar Das,
and John Christian (author of Mulk#i Muktavali, which is a life of Christ
in verse) are the most important poets of this transition period.

The real leader of the renaissance in Hindi literature was
‘Bharatendu’ Babu Harischandra of Benares (1850 — 1885) who is accepted
to be the father of modern Hindi. He was a very powerful and successful
writer and during the very short period of his life he nroduced 175 works
which include 18 dramas. His plays. Mudra Rakshas, Chandravali,
Nil Devi, and Bharat Durdasa are some of his best works. His writings
reveal his great desire for the all round progress of India and the
development of her intellectual freedom. Among his works his love
poems stand second in order of merit. He has depicted material as
well as spiritual love with equal success. In some of his peems there
is a pleasant blending of love and mirth. He did not limit the range
of his themes to the old devotional or love topics, but wrote on various
other subjects including history, patriotism, and social reform. Fis
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Kashmir Kusum is a history of Kashmir and Charitavals a series of
lives of great men both Indian and European. He was also a good
writer of prose and he wrote a simple lueid style which had a standard
of its own. Harischandra was not only a great writer. but he was a
patron of literature as well. He was immensely rich and unhesitat-

Jdngly spent large sums of money fer the cultivation of literature

and learning by forming societies, conducting papers, running schools
etc. His authority was so undisputed, -his generosity so widespread,
and his influence so powerful that he actually reigned over the realm
of Hindi. The literary efforts of Harischandra and his prominent
followers like Badri Narayan Chandhari, Pandit Balakrishna Bhatt, Pandit
Ambika Datt Vyas, Pandit Pratap Navayan Misr, Pandit Radha Charan
Goswami and Lalae Srinivas Das resulted in the production of many
dramas, novels and poems and the conduct of many newspapers and
magazines.

Though Harischandra and others successfully used Khadi DBoli
for prose literature, the idea of employing this dialect for poetry, perhaps,
never struck them. But soon after his death a regular agitation in
this direction was started by Ayodhyaprasad Khatri in 1888, When
Khadi Boli was with success employed for every kind of literary
production other than versification, it was only natural that the agitation
to employ it for poetry also soon met with success. The only difficulty
was the choice of proper meters. Pandit Sridhar Padhak, Pandit

Nathwram  Sankir Szrma and Rai Devi Prasad Purn were the most

important of the early poets of Khadi Boli. All of them, especially the
first, were famous Braj Bhasa poets, and they easily produced beautiful
poems in Khadi Boli also.

The renaissance that brought about nothing less than a revelution
in Hindj leterature had its own reactions. A host of writers instilled
with a new enthusiasm to serve and cultivate their own language began
4o produce a good amount of literature, little caring for the literary
standards, idiom, formation of words and grammar of the language.
So its progress had to be skilfully checked and directed in healthy and
well ehalked out direetions. Mahavir Pasad Duwiveds, the great literary

_ dictator was, as it were, destined for this important but difficult task.

In 1903 he adorned the editorial chair of the ‘Saraswaiéi’, a magazine
which was started four years earlier, and from that enviable position
he began to dictate %o the literary world. Though not a great writer
himself, he was a director of writers. He translated Kumarasambhavam
into Khadi Boli poetry, and illustrated the forms and ideals that he

~ 133




The Maharaja’'s College MAGAZINE

strongly advocated. He was an unsparing critic with a set purposé,
and the credit of having fixed the rules of grammar, idiom and
phraseology of the language goes to Duwivediji.

Thanks 1o the yoemen service rendered by Harischandra, Dwi@ed‘fi
and others Hindi literature made amazing progress during the last 30 -
years. It is'not possible in a brief survey like this to describe all the
celebrities of the period and their contribution to the literature, or
discuss the progress of the drama, novel, short story, poetry, essay
criticism etc., of modern Hindi separately. So only an attempt is
made here to0 mention the outstanding personalities.

Ayodhyasing Upadhyey, who obtained publicity even before the
death of Harischandra, is a master penman who has command over both
Braj Bhasa and Khadi Boli. His Priya Pravas was the first epic poem
of Khad: Boli. He has also shown his scholarship and skill in success-
fully writing prose in different styles. His Theth Hindi Ka That is
famous for its absolute purity in the matter of vocabulary.

Maithili Saran Gupts, the foremost diseciple of Mahbair Prasad
Duwivedi, is undisputedly the greatest and the most representative of
modern poets. He is famous for the simplicity and corréctness of his
language, the sweetness of his diction, the variety of his themes and the
general appeal of his verses., His Jayadrath Vadh is praised for its
depietion of the Vir and Karuna Rasas and his Bharati Bharats for its
patriotic sentiments. His most esteemed work is the epic poem, Saket,
the very conception of whose plot is excellent. Instead of accompanying
Rama to the forests etc. and relating his story, Gupta echose to
remain with Urmila at Saket (4dyodhya) and relat the story. The
picture of Urmila has been painted in such touching and brilliant colours
that all the other characters pale into insignificance before her. In
Yasodhara, another immortal poduction of his, the story of the Budha
has been related with Yasodhara as the central figure. Gupta has also
written a drama named Chandrakas and some mystic poems.

The name of ‘Upanyas Samrat’ Premchand, the greatest novelist
and one of the best story writers of Hindi, has become familiar even in
places like Japan where his works have been translated. He has
written a dezen first rate novels and about 300 stories. A perfeet
master of human psychology, he has, through his characters depicted
the innermost feelings of man with remarkable skill. In his novels he
has, ina clever manner, discussed the political, social and economic
problems of India. His short stories are but lively pictures of domestic
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life. Though the author of many valuable books, he was poor
throughout his life (he died only a few months back), and he has
portrayed the poor and the afflicted in their true colours and with great
sympathy. As joint secretary of the Bharatiya Sashitya Parishud and
the editor of the Hans also he did service to Hindi literature.

N Another celebrated writer of Benares and the greatest dramatist

of Hindi after Harischandra is Babu Jaysanker ‘Prasad.’ He has made a
special study of Indian History and the Puranas, and has striven to
present to the modern world the hidden treasures of ancient Indian
culture. He has selected the plots for his dramas and many short
stories from history and purana, and has treated them with great skill
and ‘originality. Skanda Gupt, Chandre Gupt and Ajat Satru are his
masterpieces. In the first he has thrown some new light om the life of
the great Sanskrit dramatist, Kalidasa, and has suggested ‘ that the poet
Kalidasa was different from the dramatist. Prasadjs is also one of the
greatest poets of the new age. His verses are full of lofty ideas, and
in them he has depicted a kind of love which takes birth in the

material world but soon ascends to the spiritual heights and merges

into pure devotion.

Any sketch of modern Hindi literature would be incomplete
without a mention of the Kusi Nagari Pracharini Sabha and its -devoted
band of enthusiastic workers. The most prominent among them is its
founder, Rai Bahaduir Syam Sunder Das, the present Head of the
Dopartment of Hindi of the Hindu University. On behalf of the Sabha
ho has written o standard book on Hindi linguisties (Bhisa Vigyam), a
history of the Hindi language and literature, and has edited authentic
solections of the works of great ancient poets as Kabir, Chand, and
Jayasi with valuable introductions. S. S. Das is famous as an essayist
also. Heis a good thinker with great command over the language and
has written several essays of high merit on abstract and other topics
connected with art and literature.

Another great pillar of the N. P. Sabha is Pandit Rama Chandra
Sukl, the greatest of modern critics. His treatise on the various
elements of poetry is a master production, and many poets have
benefited by it. Like S. S. Das, Sukljs also has been taking an active
part in the laborious undertakings of the Sabha. Among the lesser
luminaries attached to the N. P. Sabha are Ram Chandra Varma, the
joint editor of the Hindi Sabasagar; Kamta Prasad Guru, author of a standard
Hindi grammar; Sumpoornanand, the socialist leader of U. P. ; Phuldev
Sahay Varms, Professor, Benares Hindu University and editor of a
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comprehensive scientific glossary in Hindi; and, Jagan Mohan Varmas
The Manoranjan Pustak Mala series published by the N, P. Sabha
include books on history, biography, ethics & religion; science, fiction,
standard editions of ancient works ete.

The Misr brothers of Lucknow constitute an interesting authorship.

Under the joint names of the three brothers (in some cases only two) ~

we get Misr Bandhu Vinod (4 volumes), a comprehensive history eof
Hindi literature; Navrain, a volume containing critical sketches
of the lives and writings of nine gems of Hindi literature, some
poems, novels, drama, essays and what not?

Ram Nares Tripatli is a prominent poet, researcher, and publisher
of Allahabad who has done much service to Hindi literature all alome.
His Kaviia Kumudi is an anthology of Hindi verse in several volumes,
the last of which is a valuable collection of folk songs. His editions
of the works of Bhusan and the Ramayana, are good ones. Among his
original works Pathic, Milan, and Swapn are poems highly appreciateds

Rama Das Gaud is one the earliest of writers in modern Hindi. Of
late he has been making an earnest attempt in the production of scientific
literature in Hindi, and is working on behalf of the Vigyan Parisad.
Gauri Sanker Hira Chand, the Chief of Orjha and his collaborators have
been carrying on good research in the field of history and culture, and
have produced works like Madhya Kalin Bharatiya Sanskriti, and Bharat
Vars Ko Itihas (written by Jas Chandra Vidyalankamn).

Pundey Vechan Sarmu Ugr is a young popular writer who came
_ into prominence even in his youth. He has written with equal success
poems, dramas, novels, short stories, and humorus sketches. Hb has,
with amazing boldness and originality tackled many social and political
problems. His style is peculiar to his own, and nothing that he has
-written is uninteresting.

Mysticism, which is an important characteristic of the poetry
of all the languages of India today, is a prominent feature of modern
Hindi poetry also. Sumitranandan Pant, Surya Kawt Tripathi, Jai Sankar
Prasad, Subhadra Kumari Chavhan, Mahadevi Varma and few others have
been very successful in making an immortal appeal to the heart and
vision of man by expressing the loftiest abstractions through the
medium of the homely metaphors and common pictures drawn from life
and nature. Many of their verses are rapturous songs after the mode of
Tagore's lyries. But it is really unfortunate that many young poets
having no poetic vision at all, in their anxiety to tell the secrets of
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stotnity and the love.abode of God, have simply filled unpoetical lines
with what ¢annot but be termed nonsense.

Among the other makeéfs of modern Hindi literature Gulab
Rai, Paudma Sigh Sarma, Sudarsan, Chatura Sen Suastri, Rup Narayan Pandey,
Jwinendra KEumar, Viswam Bhavarath Sarma Kausik, Chandi Prasad Hradayes.
\8mmachm‘zdm Tandan, R Krishna Das, Viyogi Hari, P, P. Bhakshi,
Dr.  Dhirendra Varma, Krishna Kant - Malaviya, etc., are promi=
nent in the field of prose: Badri Nath Bhatl, Pandit  Goinde Vallabh
~ Punt (Congress leader of the Assembly) Jagannath Prasad Milind, etc.,
in the field of drama: Makhanlal Chaturvedi, Siya Raman Gugt, Viyogi Hare
Lala Bhagavan Din, Sanehi, Satyanarayan (Braj Bhasa poet), Jagannath
Prasad Ratnakar (Braj Bhasa), Rupnarayan Pandey, Mukutdhar Pandey,
Anup Sarmn, Bialan Krishni Sarma Navin, Janirdn Prasad Jha Duwig,
Gopal Saran Singh, etc., in the field of poetry.

Hindi literature has made wonderful progress during the lash
two decades. Itsinfluence also have become wide spread. Translations
from Hindi has begun to adorn the colummus and pages of the news-
papers and magazines of all the Indian Languages. Standard Hindi
translations of the works of world famous authors like Tolstoy, e G
Wells, M. Gorki, Maupassant, Yunderland, Romain Rolland, Jawaharlal
Nehru, Max Muller, Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi are available at a much
cheaper price than that of the English or original edifions. Hindi
literature has also a very brilliant future before it, and before long it
is sure to provide an easy access to not only the literatures of India but
to the literatures of the world in general. There is no reason to
believe that the efforts of the Hindi Prachar organisations, of the
Bharatiya Sakitya Parisid (an association formed recently to produce an
All—India literature), and the proposed Hindi Viswa Vidyalaya of
Tndore will not prove successful. Whether the claim of Hindi as the
Tingwa Pranca of India will be conceded to by all or not, there will come
4 time in the near future, when no educated man of India can remain
unaffected by the influence of Hindi literature.

—A. CHANDRAHASAN, M. A.
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COCHIN SEA SCOUTS IN CAMP.

The southern part of the Willingdon Island is an ideal/,,f
place for a Sea Scouts’ camp. Along this shore there is clear water
and a sandy beach most suitable for bathing and boating. The
tall shrubs and the long grass afford protection from the sun as
well as a wild and romantic setting for the camp. Cheers to the
Commissioner for selecting such a glorious site.

The advance parties sent out fixed and cleared the spot two
days before the camp started. The campers, Messrs. K. J. Kuruvilla,
K. Gopinathan, K. J. George, BE. G. George, P. A. Mathew,
N. J. Joseph, K. Chandrasekharan, K. P. C. Lonan, K. Purushotha-
man, E. U. Madhavan and B. B. Thampy (from Travancore) started
from the College House on Thursday, the 31st December at 9-30
with camp equipment loaded in the Sea Scout cutter, Queen Mary,
and towed the loaded canoes. Since the tide was with us, an
hour’s easy rowing took us to the Willingdon Island. After.
unloading the boats, and pitching the tents, we set the camp in
order. By 4 P. M., the Camp Commandant, Mr. H. R. Mills
(Assistant Commissioner for Sea Scouts) opened the camp. He
gave the campers a clear idea of Sea Scouting, and impressed on
us that true discipline is needed in Sea Scouting even more than
in any other Scouting for the smooth running of the troup because
at sea a disobeyed order might mean loss of life. After tea, we
had boat pulling and at 6 P. M., the flag was lowered and a riding
light was fixed to the mast head. After supper we had a merry
camp fire. By 10 P. M., the camp fire was closed with pra.yer, and
we got to bed, weary but happy.

On Friday, New Year’s Day, we had a hasty meal after
church parade, and then boarded, H. M. 1. S. Investigator where
an instructive talk was given us by Lt. Moore, one of the Officerss
on the “Rules of the Road,” danger signals, charts and chart
reading, soundings, etc. By 11-30 A. M. we returned to the camp
site and settled down to cook the mid-day meal. That evening
we met many distinguished visitors. Mr. Davidson, the President
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Aquatic Sports on College Day — 1936.
Sea Scouts! camp visited by the A. G. G., Madras States!
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SEA SCOUTS' CAMP.

Centre:  College House, with the Scouts lined up in foreground.
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Cochin Sea Scouts in Camp

of the Boat Committee, came in his sailing boat, and we had a
regatta. That night we lit a grand camp fire.

On Saturday morning, after chota and parade, we rowed to
the tug, Cochin, where we met Capt. Fletcher, the Port Officer, who
was very kinl to the Sea Scouts. Mr. Fletcher showed us round
the vessel, and we saw the routine fire drill, the wireless room, and
the mariners’ compass. The demonstration of the throwing of the
buoy in case of danger was of great interest to us, because light
burns for about an hour where the buoy is thrown. From there,
Mr. Mills took us to a Clan Line steamer, and we were shown round
by the Second Officer who himself was once a Scout, and he was
pleased to present us with a book on signalling. The steering
arrangements of the big ship had been damaged by a great
storm in one of its recent voyages. After this pleasant trip, we
returned to camp by 1-30 P. M. A hasty meal over, we practised
splicing, knotting, eyesplicing etc., so very important for sea
scouting. That evening we had an inter-patrol canoe race and
swimming races. After supper once more, we enjoyed a good
camp fire.

Sunday was the last day in the camp. We were expecting
the Agent to the Governor-General to visit camp by 12 noon, and
so it was a busy day for us. After Church parade and breakfast,
we tidied the camp and premises, cleaned up the boats and prepared
ourselves for the distinguished visitor. We rowed the A. G. G.
from the Malabar Hotel to the camp site. He enquirel very
kindly about Sea Scouting and its working. Since the Queen
Mary, our cutter, could not touch the shore, he stepped inteo a
canoe and was soon safely landed. He visited our tents, questioned

us and spent nearly half an hour with us.

After dinner, we began packing our kits, pulling down our
tents, and by 5 P. M., every arrangement for leaving the camp
was over. Mr, Mills gave us a final yarn, and got home many
salient points. He stressed the safety precautions, touched on
the various points in sailing, keeping boats, etc. After a short
prayer, the flags were lowered and the camp broken.

—A SEA ScouT.
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CHEMISTRY IN PHOTOGRAPHY.

science and industry in general, there is probably none so
thoroughly based on chemical processes, though so little understood,
as that of photography. Although photographic processes of some
kind or other have been employed for nearly a hundred years, it is
only within the past twenty-five years or so that it has been
possible to make attempts to ascertain the nature of the photo-
graphic processes, and to place the making of practically useful
photographic materials on a strictly scientific basis.

2. The whole process of photography is based on the
apparently simple fact that certain salts of silver undergo some
change when they are exposed to light. The modern photographic
material must be considered as having its ultimate origin in the
experiments of Wedgewood and Davy in 1802, concerning the action
of light on paper treated with a solution of Silver Nitrate. Nearly
all salts of silver are acted upon by light, but in the majority of

photographic processes, the halogen salts have been found to be the -

most suitable and are almost exclusively employed.

3. “The various types of photographic materials, the
utility of which depends upon the action of light on silver salts,
may be divided into two broad classes. The first class consists of
those materials in which the action of light is to bring about a
visible change in the sensitive material as a result of photo-

chemical decomposition of the silver salt, giving a visible yield of .

colloidal metallic silver which forms the photographic image. To
this class of material belong the well known ‘printing out papers’
(P. O. P.), the sensitive material being usunally a mixture of the
chloride and citrate of silver.”

4. “The second class is composed of those materials in
which the primary action of light is to give an invisible product
known as the ‘latent image’ which requires the application of a
reducing agent............the developer............to render visible the
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Chemistty in Photography

effect of the light action. This class includes ofdinary plates and

films, in which the sensitive material is the silver bromide or more

usually the bromide together with a small proportion of silver
~ iodide, and so-called ‘development papers’ and lantern plates, in
. which use is made of the bromide and chloride of silver.”

»

5. Though the most important problem of photographic
theory is that of sensitivity, there are many others of great
practical importance, the foremost among these being that of the
development process. A photographic developer is a solution of a
reducing agent which will reduce to metallic silver the grains of
an emulsion which have been changed by the action of light, but
which will not reduce the unaffected grains. The developer is
generally made up of (1) the developer proper; (2) The accelerator
which hastens the action of the developer, (3) the restrainer; and
(4) the solvent or water. The developing agent may be pyrogallic
acid, hydroguinone, metol, amidol &ec. The accelerator is usually
an alkali and the restrainer a bromide. To remove the unde-
composed silver bromide in the gelatin, the plate before exposure
to light must be treated with a solution of sodium thiosulphate,
the *hypo-bath’. The earlier views, that development was merely
the result of chemical re-action between silver bromide in solution
and the developer, are now giving place to ideas in which
absorption plays an important part. The tendency of the present
generation is to regard the first stages of development as
~ consisting in selective absorption of the developer to the exposed
silver halide grains resulting in selective peptisation of the solid
phase or else in intra-molecular re-arrangement of the absorption
complex, giving rise directly or indirectly to the ‘nucleus’
necessary for the reaction Ag+ +—=Ag metal to occur.

6. By bathing plates in the solution of certain dyes such as
_eosin, fluorescein, erythrosin, ete. or by incorporating the dyes in
the emulsion before coating plates, it is found possible to extend
the sensitiveness of plates to yellow and green light. As a result
of investigations in recent years, a number of dyes has been
prepared which enable the sensitiveness of plates to be extended
well into the red end of the spectrum thus making panchromatic
photography possible. Photographic plates can be made today
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which are sensitive to light of all colours and by appropriate
mechanical devices these can be used for the preparation of correct
renderings in monochrome of parti-coloured scenes and of very
accurate representations in the natural colours themselves of
coloured objects.

7. The question of sensitivity is the basis of the whole
process of photography. Little or nothing is known as to the
nature of the material to which the high sensitivify of an
emulsion is due. The manufacture of an emulsion is an intricate
process, necessitating the use of such complicated chemical
substance as gelatin. Variation in the gelatin employed brings
about large fluctuations in sensitivity to light.

8. In the fields of colloid chemistry of photographic
materials, the physical chemistry of development, fixation,
intensification, and reduction, sensitometry and tone reproduction,
much more work remains to be done and is now being stea-
dily carried on. The cinema industry now absorbs by far the
majority of photographic materials, but the use of photo-
graphy in - astronomy, physics, chemistry, and metallurgy,
surveying on land and from the air, in printing processes,
in surgery, and even in detection of crimes, places it in the
foremost rank among the practical sciences. And at the present
day, photo-chemistry is receiving greater attention and it will in
the near future be a special branch of chemistry.

—E. 8. VELAYUDHAN, B. 4. (Old student)
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SHAKESPEARE'S TREATMENT OF HISTORY.

It has to be remarked at the very outset that the “Histories” of
Shakespeare have a singular grandeur of their own. Many indeed were
the crude Chronicles cut up into disconnected scenes dedicated to the
glory and beauty of England, But Shakespeare has infused life into the
dry bones of his Dramatis Personae. He has made them live and move.
He took them out of the unsubstantial splendour of the Palace and
Court, and set them when he would in a world at once handsome and
credible—the world of the tavern and the street.

In treating matter taken from history, Shakespeare has not made
many deviations generally, especially in the Roman History Plays.
Anecient History bhad, in Plutarch, Amyot and others, already
crystallised itself into definite shape, and any departure from it would
not be relished by the public. This was the handicap—handicap in one
sense, but advantage in another—that the dramatist had to labour under
when freating a Prakyatha Kathavasthu—well-known Plot. But in
English History, some latitude was possible, Different versions of the
same incident were current, SO much so the dramatist was quite
at liberty to use his own discretion and give scope to his independent

judgment-

1t is indeed a question akin to the subject whether it is possible
to dramatise history. It has been a bone of contention among critics,
especially between Gervinus and Schlegel whether the truth of history
can be learned from the plays of Shakespeare. Gervinus disputes that
Shakespeare never cared for historic facts, and in support of this points
out that the Magna Carta, the historic importance of which can never
be over-estimated, is utterly fleft out in “King John’. According to
CGervinus Shakespeare was a poet and a dramatist and as such his daty
was to give a merely poetical reflex of King John's career and not of
the history or polity of his reign. This, he terms, ‘‘the Internal Truth®
—that higher and universal truth which is the foundation of all
Morality, Equity and Justice. Butit needs scarcely be pointed out that
when Gervinus speaks of the “Internal Truth”, he agrees with Schlegel,
who holds that in Shakespeare’s “Histories’’ the leading events and
ideas are so vividly portrayed, their causes and results so clearly
represented, that the truth of history may be learned from them. The
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“Internal Truth” of King John’s reign shows the contention between an
avaricious Church and an arrogant monarchy and its termination in the
victory of the people over both. This, in fact, is the essence of the
Magna Carta—the victory of the people over the injudicious indulgences
of the crown and the specious sophistications of the Church. This
“Internal Truth” is postrayed in all its vivid details in “King John,”
as in every drama. Shakespeare ignores the mere history, it is true,
but he endorses the essential history —essential for the “Internal Truth.”

Representing as they do the leading events of the day’
Shakespeare’s Histories, as has already been remarked, are poetical
reflexes of the Internal Truth, The first' grim truth with which we are
brought face to face is the unhappy litigation between Church and
State. The Church had deteriorated into a secular power anxious only
for power and ever on the alert to establish a hierarchy and this is
represented by the Pandulph extending his greedy aims to Francefor,
support. The State, too, likewise, had drifted away from its natural
position as a benevolent institution busying itself for the maiutenance of
law and the planting of rights into a corrupted establishment, jealoas
in its outlook, tyrannical in its policy and selfish in its relations, as is
represented by John. Side by side these opposing forces draw
themselves, and Kngland is ushered into an era of civil ¢haos.
Under these circumstances—under the corrupted and chaotic condition
of both Church and State—the people, represented by Faulconbridge
(the only honest man, who keeps in his valiant breast the Martial
England alive) succeed.

But the most remarkably leading idea that we mest with in the
“Histories” is that of Nemesis, Shakespeare has indeed, in his histories,
worked out an intricate design of which the recurrent pattern is
Nemesis. Nemesis reaches its climax, perhaps, in Richard III. With
consummate skill, Shakespeare works out villainy, in the first instance
toa climax and then follows retribution. Not only does Nemesis,
overtake Richard, who is the archvillain, but in the various under-plots
too, we find the same idea carried out. The Lady Jane and her brothers,
who inthe height of their glory, looked down upon the court, and
established a tribunal over mankind, suffer from the deepest misery
after King Edward’s death. Her brothers embrace the gallows, her sons
become the victims of avarice and craft and herself the butt of Richard’s
ridicule and the object to be teased perpetually by the son and daughter
of the murdered duke. Buckingham, who #tried to win the favour of

Richard by even shedding the innocent blood of Edward’s sons, is given

Rlboshon e dhtl ahd b 2y




BB . T S A SR 2 R TR A T D
n .

B e

Shakespearc's Treatment of History

a positive denial of the promised reward: “I am not in the giving vein”.
And his path to'his glory terminates in the death on the block. But
the most wonderful skill is displayed in the contrivance by which
Richard himself, the prime mover of all the villainy in the drama, is

.made to meet with his dnom, His villainy soars to such a height as to

make him as szlf-conscious as satan,

“All is not lost,
The unconquerable will and the courage
Never to submit or o yield.”

Then begins the advance of retrbution. The Battle of Bosworth
is nigh—Richmond is on the seas—revolts are rife everywhere—but a
sudden gleam of hope—Richmsnd’s army is considerably worsted due to
fempest—&again the door of disaster is sealed. One by one the victims
of his villainy, the oppositions of those who fell by his jealous intrigues
appear before him on the night previous to the battle and burden his
neck with their imprecations. Finally the day dawns for the battle and
ends with Richard, a cold corpsa, ;

The element of Nemesis is again seen in the historic “Tetralogy”
of Richard II, Henry IV Part I, Henry IV Part IT and Henry V. The
cynic indifference of Richard to his kith and kin, the use he makes of the
hard-earned money of his people—to0 deck his favourites and to enhance thé
frivolous pomposity of his court, his almost eriminal farming out
of “the precious stone set in the silver sea”, his contempt for his
subjects, whom he looks down upon as “a brace of draymen®, his
tyrannical attitude towards the House of Lancaster—all these are
awarded just punishment in that he was ousted from his throne by his
Lancastrian rival ; that dust was thrown upon hishead by the same,
“brace of draymen”; that he was reduced to the state of poor prisoner
and at last made to fall by the inferior hand of a subject. But, though
Bolingbooke deserves our admiration for having rid the country of its
most odious wrongs, yet fthe wrong of usurpation clings to him.
Retribution follows him too. Civil disharmony and strfe are rife every-
where in the Kingdom, His projected crusade in order to divert the
attention of the pugnacious to a foregin land is a failure. Again
his own son seems to him to be “dissolute and desperate” and this goes
deep into his heart when side by side the picture of the redoubtable
Perey dazzles his eye. His long rein is one round of misery and distress
to him. He has no time but to suppress revolts and rebellion. = And in
his closing years, he candidly adinits.
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“Uneasy lies the head that wears a Crown”, and confesses to
the Prince:

“God knows, my son,
By what indirect crooked ways I ract this crown
And how troublesome it sat upon my head.”

Henry V too, though he has, by birth as well as by worth, the
right of possession, is made to repent for the sins of his parent. On the
day of Agincourt, we see the prostrate fizure of Henry.

“Not today, O Lord, not today
Think not upon the faults my father laid
In encompassing the crown”.

And thus the element of Nemesis is carried until, Richmond, the joint
product of both Lancaster and York comes to the throne.

Another great doctrine tuught in these plays is the element of
practicality. It seems that Shakespeare has been drawn to English
History chiefly by the practical wisdom they breathe. It was the
mental and moral debility, the vacillating nature and entire absence
of all that is practical that makes Richard, that exquisite poet, an
execrable monarch and the buffet to the whims and fancies of that
calm, cool and strong politician, Bolingbroke. It was the diplomacy,

the tact and the grit of Bolingbroke that enabled him to hold the throne

against the opposing army of the rebels. It was the very same qualities,
that-enabled his son also to keep his name alive both in England and
France. The same tact of practical nature—the preponderance of
piety—was the cause of Henry VI's fall too.

It is also noteworthy that Shakespeare had no faith in democracy.
He considered the masses as ‘‘a myriad-headed monster’”’ and as such
entirely ignored the cry of “‘seven half-penny loaves for a penny”’. This is
essentially the reason why rebellion never succeeds in Shakespeare.
Even in King John, though for the moment the people get the upper
hand, yet their triumph is but short-lived. A sound monarchy,
according to him seems to be the same as Burke’s monarchy, a monarchy
balanced by aristocracy and the people—the monarchy that we see as
set up by Henry V.

The question may now be asked, why did Shakespeare write
these Histories? What is their end and aim. I think this is the answer:
whenever a nation’s imagination is fired by the exalted sentimnent of
patriotism, verses such as
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Shakespeare’s Trectment of History

“This England never did nor never shall
Lie at the proud feet of a conqueror”

will be the inevitable result. Shakespeare lived in an age of commercial
and industrial exuberance, of spiritual effervescence, of intellectual and
_ emotional incandescence, and it is no wonder that he composed such

-rhymes. And we may piously hope that in the nearest future there
~ will be poets in India too, who will sing to posterity the oppressive
opulence of ancient India, who will compose rhymes tending to the
just laudation of India. The purpose of the Histories” is also obvious.
For my part, [ think we can read them with doubled and redoubled
relish not only for their poetry, not only for the golden maxims they
contain, but also for the sound political principles they embody, which
were they followed would keep that “‘sceptred Isle”, safe from the miseries
which threaten it now.

—GEORGE MOSES, CI. 1V.




THE LiBERTY TOo MAKE NOISE.

There isa mill that goes on by my house, day in and day-
out and I believe for the whole of nights. It is the one thing that
goes on for ever., I have grown so much accustomed to its
rhythmic sounds and measured beats, that last night when it
stopped, it was really chilling silence. I could not continue by my
window until the dead roar had been revived. Without it, there
was an -air of fearful desolation. I felt like one, shut up in a
dead man's room and expecting the ghost to appear before one
every passing moment.

I have come across cold asceteis and staunch Puritans who
complain that the world is apretty big zoological museum rent
with the roar of tigers and of lions. These people cannot find
time, for any serious thought amidst such din and bustle. They
require often a sequestered single room with the shade of the
- mango tree by the window to protect them from the sun. If it be
far from the town and farther away from garrulous friends, so
much the better. I remember a friend of mine, once deploring it -
that some how or other motor cars have come to stay with us and
what is worse, they possess both electric and an air horns. 1 wish
that he had stayed over with me for a seven days’ time; and I am
sure he would have been won over to my creed. For, there is
sufficient scope for philosophy and for musing even by the side of
a distracting mill. And he is the more admirable and heroic a
personality who can evolve the grandest specimens of human
thought, while immersed in the flow of the nightingale’s
voice.

Would you like to have the song of the birds ended and all
traffic suspended ? What a sense of loneliness do we feel when the
tiny “tiek, tick” of the clock in the bedroom fails one night!
The honey, heavy dew of slumber would be banished from our
eyelids and our ears would be mute sensitive to the noise of
the midnight burglar breaking into the house.
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The liberty to make noise

I have ever loved noise and mirth, and liked to talk rather
loudly than in an undertone., There has been as yet only one
sound, that at first seemed to daunt me a little and that was the
endless gramophone of my neighbour. It seemed well nigh an
impossibility to get reconciled to it; but, I have already achieved

_ the impossible. This man, who was quite recently a bachelor and
had been preaching to us about the blessings of a single life, is
now wedded to an elderly woman. The song of the gramaphone
has at last ceased, because he says, it was piercing the ears of his
* dear, little hussy.” And though he vows that even without it
there is plenty of life inside, we miss it from outside tremendously.
But alas! She would not hear all that Shakesveare has said
about the “man that hath no music in himself, nor is not moved by
concord of sweet sounds!” How will she get on with her fifst-
born baby, I wonder !

And that puts me in mind of the case of children. There
are certain children of sprightly and active habits, who would
like to go hooting after the village mad man. Still others are
there who would prefer even in the boisterous age of childhood,
the quiet and peace of a lonely corner in the house to the ‘hurrah’
of the play-fields. Fond parents often take this boy to be the
philosopher in embryo, and even encourage him in his gloom.
Perhaps, you have been yourself a milksop of this type my
reader, and have missed much of the healthy influence of bustle
and noise. Such men as these are they, who when they grow up,
“become the “Philosophers in the Fools’ Paradise.”

- Having said so much in favour of a life of noise and
sensations, I am inclined to ask question, “Have husbands any
right to complain that they are bored or bullied at home?’ Is it
not a pleasure rather than a pain to submit to the tyranny of the
wife—who would not surely domineer over us if alone we wanted
to be left to ourselves and to drown ourselves in the laughter
and cries of children. Yearning lovers at least, who are
contemplating marriage, would, I feel certain, say “Yes”. And as
for old husbands, who are chronic complainants let us dismiss them
off with the wife’s word “incorrigible”. Rip Wan Winkle we
think had no right to feel any sense of happiness over the news of
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his wife’s death; in fact, we wonder, how the old fellow could
have pulled on with her daily dose of scolding, He was by
gracious heavens, a queen man !

Tut-Tut —the man who speaks of silence any more. Give
me the longest-gossipping grand mammas you can find; life would
be intolerable without their drolling chat. We are perhaps not
warranted too, to speak of the pricking homilies of monster
mothers-in law, for considered in this new light even these
people add variety and interest to life. Let us have more of
children and more of mirth and hum-drum. It is also high time
that, we did away with commonplace aphorisms like “Silence is
golden” from our copybooks. For Silence is for men without
mouths and ears. And even the stubborn hearts of wooden
philosophers do melt before strains of sweetest melody, and the

greatest sorrows are soothed by the giggling laughter of pretty
women.

— C. G. CHANDRASEKHARAN, CI. IV.
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A ViSIT TO THE TAJ.

The traditional stories about the glory and splendour of the
° magnificent cities of historic Hindustan have always fascinat-
ed me, and a visit to those famous places has been one of my
cherisheéd dreams. And I had the luck to realize it.

We, a party of five, reached Agra one fine Friday morning.
There we stayed with a friend Professor in St. John’s College.
Early next morning we set out for the Agra Fort. We entered
the great building by the Amar Singh Gate, a huge gateway of red
sandstone. Passing along a winding road and then a long flight
of steps we came to the pearl mosque, otherwise called “the Moti
Masjid,” the private chapel of the Moguls.

A few furlongs away from the Moti Masjid was the
Diwan-i-am, the Hall of Public Audience, where once Aurangzeb
satin right regal pomp. The solemn grander and the stately dignity
of the huge courtyard in front of it and the curious marble alcove
inside brought home to the spectators the greatness of the Mogul
Kings. Under a canopy of white marble decorated with brilliant
coloured stones stood the magnificent throne of the mighty Moguls.

‘We then passed on to the Diwan-i-khas, the Hall of Private
Audience, a pure white marble building ornamented with gold and
brilliant colours with a marble dais in the centre. There are
numerous arches of the finest workmanship containing the
inscription:

“If there is a paradise on earth,
It is this, it is this, it is this.”

Next to the Taj, this is considered the most beautiful of all
Shah Jahan’s costly edifices.

The Saman Burj, also called the Jasmine Tower, stands close
to this. From here we obtain a marvellously picturesque view of the
Taj. It is said that Shah Jahan was imprisoned here during his
closing years. He must have spent his time fondly gazing at the
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immortal marble tomb of his beloved, which, though standing in
the dim distance, probably filled his heart with joy and happiness.
Leaving behind the Jasmine Tower we passed a series of apart-
ments that constituted the zenana of the Mogul Kings.

All the buildings inside the fort were constructed by Shah
Jahan, and curiously enough, from every window and every turret -

of this fort the view closes with the shining domes and m1na.1 ets
of the Taj.

It was five in the evening when we returned. Early next
morning we started in tongas, and came to a huge sandstone
gateway in front of the Taj. The arch bore the inscription in
Arabic, “The pure in heart shall enter the Gardens of God.”

Now, we felt a happy thrill in our hearts. We were standing
right in front of the great Taj Mahal, “the dream in marble”, a
wonder of the world. The tops of the dome and the minarets of the
glorious edifice shone under the soft rays of the early morning
sun. A marble path ran with a bath in the centre of it, while
tall, sombre cypress trees lined up either side, mute and
motionless, like sentinels guarding a precious treasure. The Taj
is built on a raised platform 22 ft. high, 313 ft. square. The
minarets are 137 ft. high and the central dome 187 ft. with a metal
pinnacle adding another 30 ft.

The absolute symmetry and the perfect workmanship of the
great piece of marble architecture in the pretty blue setting of the
Indian sky exhibited the supreme glory of the .art of building.
Words are inadequate to desoribe this glorious edifice, “the proud
passion of an Emperor’s love, wrought into living stone,” which is
wonderfully beautiful and miraculously magnificent.

Inside this tomb Shah Jahan and his beloved Queen lie side
by side in marble coffins inlaid with rich gems, enclosed by a
screen of white marble trellis work of the most exquisite design,

After seelng one two minor mauscleumsat Agra we left the
place by the Bombay-Lahore Express, and within four hours found

ourselves journeying comfortubly in the land of Nod in the house
of a cousin at New Delhi.
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A wisit to the Taj

The next day we motored to the Kutab Minar. Ascending

a winding staircase of 375 steps and passing through five storeys

we reached the top, a height of 258 ft. from Delhi level. The

~ picturesque panorama that unfurled itself before our eyes was

simply grand. We surveyed the remnants of a past glory in the

" old buildings of Old Delhi, side by side with the masterly creations

of New Delhi, the stately Jumna winding its glittering way

through ,green forests and by old fortresces, the solitary fort

and tomb of the ‘Wise Fool’ Muhammad Tughlak, and the

chimneyed mills and factories of the Delhi Province and the
neighbourhood.

The Administrative and the Secretariat buildings, and the
Viceregal Lodge and the more crowded parts of the New Capital
were impassive in their modernity. Passing through some of them
we alighted from the car at the Lahore Gate of Delhi Fort.

The short holiday trip had come to an end, and Wwe
throughly enjoyed it. We felt ourselves wiser and happier.

~ And, as I mused over the wonderful architectural work of .
the Moguls, I realized the authenticity of the statement, that

“The Moguls built like giants
And finished like jewellers.” |

The climbing of the Kutab Minar, 1 knew latel was not a
joke after all. It had its own effect upon my legs.

—A. MADHAVA MENON, CL I
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HOW TO FLY.

Many might think that the management of an aeroplane is
rather a complicated affair. Well, that is wiat I once thought, too:
Not until T had stepped into the cockpit of a plane that that idea
was completely dissipated. The controls of an aeroplane are very
few and simple. With a little ‘pluck’ and some presence of mind,
the management of a plane becomes easy.

The chief controls of an aeroplane are the ailerons by means
of which the plane can be ‘banked’, the rudder which turns the
’plane and the elevator. The ailerons and the elevator are
manipulated by the use of a single gear called the ‘control column’
or the ‘joy stick’. By moving the stick back, the elevator is pushed
down, and the aeroplane ascends. When the stick is eased forward
the reverse effect takes place. When the stick is pushed over to the
right the left aileron is pulled up, while the right one is pressed
downwards. This causes the aeroplane to bank to the right. The
rudder is connected to two ‘rudder bars’ by which the rudder can
be used. To turn an aeroplane in flight the use of all the three
controls is absolutely necessary. The actions of the rudder and
elevator will depend upon the position of the plane, i. e. when flying
horizontal the controls have certain effects, and when banked
these effects are slightly changed. _

To turn right, apply a little right bank and right rudder.
Once the plane has started turning, hold off a little bank. Now
due to the banking of the plane, the ‘bottom rudder’ (i. e. the right
rudder as called from the direction of the turn) tends to depress
the nose, so a little ‘top rudder’ (i. e. left rudder) is applied and the -
control column eased back slightly. On no account should
‘bottom rudder’ and stick back be used as this will start a
spin.

Learning to fly is very simple, in fact simpler than learning
to drive a car. The most difficult part of flying is the landing.
The take off is easy, and the controlling of the plane in flight is
equally simple.
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How to Fl'y

The ’plane is first taxied to the leeward side of the
aerodrome and the nose turned into the wind (as shown by the
wind-indicator on the top of the hangar). The tail-trimming gear
(a small handle, the adjustment of .which can make the aeroplane
‘nose heavy' or ‘tail heavy’) is set in position, usually placed about

-the middle. See that the aerodrome is clear, and that there are

no aeroplanes landing or taxiing. Remain still if any aeroplane

‘i3 about to land, for, landing 'planes are always given way.

Having ascertained this, the throttle is slowly opened, and at the
same time the stick is eased forward a little so as to get the tail
up as quickly as possible. Tf the aeroplane takes off with the
tail down she is liable to ‘stall’; when taking off, aim fo fly to a
certain point: To keep the nose of the’plane on that point the
rudder must ba used coarsely. Once the 'plane has taken off
do not climb steeply, for she will stall. Climbing turns should

_ be avoided.

The first part of the training is to fly straight and level.
When about 2000 feet above the ground (this could be read from
the height indicator) the nose of the ’plane is turned on to some
point on the horizon and, by adjusting the controls from time to
time, it is kept on the same point. At first this will be a little
confusing, for, due to a little carelessness, the plane will make a
complete circuit. This is due to the “propeller torque,” a tendency
to turn the aeroplane in the opposite direction to which the

~ propeller turns. If this is not corrected, the aeroplane makes a

circuit. This is checked by applying a little opposite rudder. An
instrument called the ‘bubble’ in the cockpit will indicate if
the plane is flying straight and level. But in learning one should
not depend on ift.

The turning of the aeroplane in flight is the next part of
the training. How to turn an aeroplane was mentioned early in
this article. There are a few faults in turning which have to be
corrected. If no bank is applied in doing a turn, the turn will be
‘flat’. If too much rudder is applied the aeroplane will skid out-
wards., Once the aeroplane has started turning, a little bank
must be held off or else the plane will slip inwards. There are
three ‘stages in turning. First, going into the turn; second,
staying in turn; and third, coming out of the tura.
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Now for the landing., The engine is throttled off on the
leeward side of the aerodrome when she is flying against the wind.
The ’plane is set in the proper gliding angle (each ’plane has its
own gliding angle). When she is about 200 feet high, the ’plane is
turned into wind. In tur ning, care must be taken to see that the

'plané does not lose speed or gain too much speed. The gliding is =

continued till she is about 20 feet off the ground when she is
evellel. She will continue to move forward and gradually
descend. When about 2 feet off the ground, she must be held up
by continually easing the control column gently backward. The
‘plane must be held off the ground until she has completely lost
all her speed when the stick is pulled right back, and the 'plane
will land. Once the plane touches the ground the rudder should
be used coarsely in order to make her maintain a straight
course.

A perfect landing is called a three-point landing. In this
the tail skid and the two wheels touch the ground at the same

time. Landings could be best learnt with practice and all faults
corrected.

Once the 'plane has landed, look around in all directions and :
ascertain that everything is clear, then taxi towards the hangar
where she is made ready for the next flight.

Flying is a good pastime. In good weather air travel
becomes very pleasant and interesting. I say good whether, not
that there may be a mishap in bad weather, but because of the
number of ‘bumps’ one gets due to the formation of large *“air
pockets.”

— STANLEY A. PAPALY, Class 1.
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THE MISSING BOY.

% Sarojam’l” -

A pause. Then— the room was flooded with the scent of
. perfumes; there was the rustling “frou frou’ of silk at the door,
followed by the jingling and tingling of gold ornaments. And a
minute later, a sweet-looking, curly-haired damsel floated into the
room, glowing with the resplendent life of happy youth and
glorious beauty.

Mr. Menon put away his newspaper, and looked up.”
What were you doing there, Saroj?”

“Going through our Magazine, father —the latest issue.”
“Anything interesting ? ”

Sarojam smiled. “There is a short-story by Jaya Raman as
usual—and it is a very nice one this time also. The plot is well-
laid, father, and delightfully brilliant.” She continued to turn
over the pages of the yellow-covered volume in her hand. “Who
is this Jaya Ram, father ?” :

Mr. Menon rubbed his eyes, and adjusted his spectacles.
Well, I have never seen him,” he replied. “But I know he’s a native
of Palghat...... . He took a very active part in the All-India Wit-
combat which was conducted at Bangalore last year. He's an
M. A. in literature............a sprightly young chap, fresh from
the University.”

SESstorIes. .
“Well, what is his story this time?”

Sarojam was about to relate the story briefly, when a
mischievous-loooking little boy, with the accumulated grime of the
day’s play still sticking to his face and hands, breezed into the
room with an exclamation.

“I must go to the Park, father, yes, I must”, he spurted out
in broken vernacular. “Will you take me with you, sister?—Oh,
only this time more—please do take me with you!”
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Mr. Menon smiled and rose. “Get ready for the Park,
Saroj.........And, look here, Bal, wash your face and hands ﬁ';'st,
~and get yourself dressed.”

* * ¥ * *

e e e e R
“A sea-plane!” “A sea-pla.ne r”

“Look up!” “What an awful noise it makes! How
like a fish !

“No, it resembles a dragon-fly”
“It’s descending !"—*“Yes, it is coming down-!”

Rikshawallas and little urchins scurried about in the Park,
shouting and hooting. The sea-plane was describing circles in the
air, and was descending, bit by bit, in the direction of the vast sheet
of backwaters adjacent to the Park.

Mrs. Menon pointed out the flying thing to Sarojam.
Mr. Menon too was looking fixelly at the plane. “Do you see
two gentlemen there through that small window, father?”, asked
Sarojam pointing at the flying machine. “Do you, mother?... No?
...I think I see them......... Perhaps the eye-sight of little children
iskeener than ours......Our Bal may be able t0.........” She stopped
abruptly as though she hal become suddenly conscious of some
imminent danger. “Bal! Bal!”, she called out, looking all around
flusteredly, “Where’s Bal, father!”

Mr. Menon turned round, and his eyes.ﬂashed in all di_rections :
searchingly— Bal was nowhere to be seen |

“Here, dry your eyes, Saroj. Don’t be a child—Bal will be
back in a second”. And w.th this Mr. Menon wvanished in
the crowd.

Horror petrifying her face, Mrs. Menon cast apreplexed

look at the backwaters and followed her husband.
% B * ¥ *
Sarojam was sitting on a bench, her face buried in her

pé.lms, when some one approached her gently from behind and
said in a voice calculated to console her: ‘“What ails you,lady?”
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The Missing Boy

She looked up to find herself face to face with a stranger—
tall, slim, flaxen-haired, bespectacled young man, dressed in a
navy-blue serge suit.

The stranger repeated his question.

“My little six-year-old brother Bal is missing,” she informed

* him, “Father and mother are gone in search of him.”

A break in her voice suggested the proximity of tears.
His eyes brimming with sympathy, the stranger bent forward.
“Lattle boy, you say ?...Six years old ?...Well, let me see if Fcan
get him back.”

With that he was gone.

Mr. and Mrs. Menon soon returned. “Where is Bal ?” asked
Sarojam, and almost guessing the reply she burst into a flood of
tears which flowed in a scalding stream all over her face and on to
her white neck. =R . '

“No, you need not get desparate so early, Sarojam—We've
still much to hope......... =

“Can it be — " put in Mrs. Menon “ that he has — has
fallen—". She could not proceed further; she kept pointing at the
backwaters. A

Quite suddenly, humming a light-operatune, the stranger in
the serge-suit made his appearance, his face wreathed in smiles,
holding Bal by the hand. \

“Bal! mylove!"” exclaimed Mrs. Menon crushing the boy to
her breast. Mr. Menon turned towards the stranger fo thank him
and express his feelings of sincere gratitude.

* * * * o
And then the most unexpected happened.

With an insolent toss of the head little Bal waved his hand
in the direction of - the stranger. “Now give me the 'plane, will °
you?’ he shouted. ;

Mrs. Menon pressed the boy once more to her bosom and

smothered his face with kisses, *[ shall get down the ’plane for
you, dearie. Don’t trouble the gentleman any more.”
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Bal widened his eyes in surprise and frowned. “Wl{y,
mother, I have carried out my promise; let iim carry out hes”.

Mr. Menon looked at Mrs. Menon; Mrs. Menon looked at

Mz, Menon. Their eyes exchanged interrogations. “And what
was your promise?” they asked him in chorus.

Bal shrugged his shoulders and said with that peculiarly - A

delightful childish accent in his voice, “Father, he asked me to
hide myself behind that bush there, and in return he promised me
to get down a ’'plane. Now that the thing is done, he refuses
egverything...... See, see, what an unkind man he is, father!”

A slow paroxysm of anger held Mr. Menon rigid. He
turned fiercely upon the stranger, and concentrated a two-gun
battery of fiery eyes upon him. “Here, Sir,” he almost exploded,
“What'’s this child taking about? Is it all true?”

The man in the serge suit was entirely unmoved by the
other’s impetuosity. “Yes, quite true”, he replied slowly. It
was out of a desire to get myself introduced to you all that I
devised this plan; but the’plane spoiled it. A box of chocolates
would have served my purpose”.

Mr. Menon burst into a mirthless, contemptuous laugh.
“Look at the fellow’s aulacity!” he exclaimed.” Woell, Sir, who
are you?.........And what on earth is your profession, if any ?
I propose to hand you over to the police presently”. ‘

The stranger’s heart did not thump, nor did his lips quiver,
nor even a muscle of his facs twitch, as, in a_ clear, unperturbed
voice, he replied directly to Mr. Menon’s questions.

“ As for who I am, Sir,—I am a native of Palghat”.

Mr. Menon's keen eyes scanned him with an impatient
penetration. “ Yes........ a7

“T am a Master of Artsin literature.”

“H'm?...Your name L

“Jaya Ram.”

The name had quite a magical effect on Mr. Menon and his
daughter. “Surely ”—Mr. Menon hemmed dubiously—" vyou
aren’t the man who writes short-stories in the monthlies; are
you ?”

The stranger bowed modestly.
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An awkward pause ensued for a short time. Sarojams’
eyes roved shiftily, lazily to where Jaya Ram was standing.
Their eyes met. The corners of his mouth drooped in a ravishing
smile, and the faintest shadow of a blush tinged her glossy
cheeks. :

“ Well, then,” Mr. Menon broke the silence, *“ Why have
you come from Palghat?”

With arms akimbe Mr. Jaya Ram bent forward. *“I’ve
been invited by the Dramatic Club here,” said he, “to take part in
a play which they are going to stage next month...And, well,
ours is not to question why, ours is not to make reply—you know
your Tennyson, don’t you—ours is but to comply.........

Mr. Menon laughed. ¢ Pray, What's the play?” he
put in.

“I've suggested Romeo and Juliet to them,” replied Jaya
Ram with a merry twinkle in ‘his eyes, and then consulting his
watch : “I'm afraid I must be going now. I've an appointment
at seven.” '

“ By the way,” said Mr. Menon, “do you remember the
title of your latest short-story, Jaya Ram ?”
: The M. A. thought for a while. “Oh yes. If I'm not much
mistaken, my latest is 4 Quarrel and a Wedding.”

“ Exactly,” replied Mr. Menon. “Please come to my
bungalow tomorrow afternoon, will you?......Sargja Mandira,
Park Street...... We shall have tea together”.

* * * *

A month later, one fine evening, Mr. Menon sat down in the
office-room of Sareja Mandira, and opened his diary. Drawing
out his Golden pen, and gently unscrewing its top he entered in
the book the item :

Cust of diamonl necklace for Sarojam in connection with her
marriage to Jaya Ram, Rs. 2,500. :

— . BHASKARA MENON, Class IV.

"
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POEMS.

'Heavenly Light.

Thou sparkling heavenly light
Ah! pleasing is thy sight
Though roaring night tracks crowd
Thy shining form to shroud
With beams of brighter hue
Thou light’st the high vast blue;
Honey art thou of flowers
That open in the bowers;
The skylark’s song thou art,
Noble and yet smart,
The golden lamps that shine
Before the inner shrine,
A rippling rivulet thou
‘With water that is love.
The smooth and rosy petals
More preclous than all metals
Surely are thy cradle;
Nature’s finest model.
Crimson dawn’s brlght strea,ks
Kiss they on thy cheeks,
The frisky morning air
- Rocks thy cradle fair;
~ Caring not the storm
I walk to see thy form,
any a busy mile
1 g a‘.ﬂ the Whﬁe
h! and fhvme leve,' :




A thrill of joys sublime

Then through my body chime,
The cheerful light that beamed
From star-bright lashes seemed
As light of golden mist
Floating in our midst

Before that perfect sight

My sorrows took to flight,

A serene melodious sound
Alone did float around.

The Sage.

With feelings overflowing with divine love

The sage he sits by the gurgiing stream,

The region of his inner spirit gleams

With visions of supernatural cheer ,

His face like summer’s eve does glow

And transmits a serene beauty around,

One animating spirit and that alone

Which without stop does kindle in his heart
He knows; and unto that fairy form

He bows his noble forehead with delight,

His mind yearns not for worldly gifts of gold
Nor name nor fame that make a jingling sound;
Virtue seasoned with true tranquility

Is the only thing his noble mind requires

A gentle whisper in praise of Him he sends

Is floated o’er the crystal waters of the stream,
Just like the summer air that fans in love
Upon the moonlit bosom of that river,

That sublime sound pervaded on all sides

And filled the azure height illumined by the stars.

_—_—
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Heart Beats.

It was a pleasing twilight hour,

He saw her in a shady bower;

And thither stealthily went the lover
Behind the dancing leafy clover;
Slightly touched he on her eyes

And her tender breast that sighs:
Then, as a fawn, she jumps aside
And looks with eyelids open wide; -
The startled maiden gains her feet
But loving eyes her eyes do meot;
The lashes droop, the lips do part
To show him well her loving heart;
A tender smile plays round her lips
Which eagerly the lover sips;

The dimpled cheeks as radiant dawn
Was-to the lover’s side then drawn;
And through the stifled breath that flowed
Their hearts they changed and fhelr faces glowe&
And entwined in a loving grasp
With heart that fluttered like a wasp -
They sat upon the mossy ba.nk '
And in a celestial love they sank

s

~V. N. MENON, MuLrors,

——

— ;F‘ﬁaaashiﬁl; - |
: Eﬂuswe talks of men so bold

Not at all mdex love!

All things that glister are not gOldI
Some plumy birds look doves!
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The path of glib friendship;
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= = Tempt we not on further trips?
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Immorﬁa.l Vqus.ﬁﬂggnt along
- By m1ghty f ove WOrldwa,rd&,
= l With objects not to man unanWu-—~ s -~

To trumpﬁ bea.uty 5 fame.




The Maharaja’s College MAGAZINE

There she stood with majestic air,
The vision dazzled me, s
And fascinated, ‘g&ze' did I—

My heart now throbs and aches!

—PaxtE Ras KuMar, OL II.

*“The Immortal Bliss.”

I pray thee not for future bright,

In which the world reckons me great;
No guarantee, Lord! to do the right,
Oft I might err and lose my freight.

Neither I love nor respect laws

Which bind me with human ties;

Divine laws I have none; the loss
Won't make me bankrupt of my sighs.

To lead the wise,—learning’s ambition !

To serve the world,—virtue’s own creed !
To possess lands,—might’s oceupation !

I shun these greeds;—that’s not my breed !

* * * * =

I now own nothing in this world;

You have all to give in plenty;

I ask thee not for a realm of gold _

To nurse my fame in characters bloody !

I pauper, you rich, and still we are equal;
Both want not for anything in life ;
Toyou all turn to get; with the sequel
They turn me out with cruelty rife.




f'fIf once they ,turn, for thousand mmes J -_
They bla.spheme, hke the hea.then kind.

=% %

Be rzft Wﬂl close, a.nd none W111 see
- The 1mmorta.1 ‘bliss of bemg ‘mortal.

~ Rest a.lone“,you'ga,ve not to men;—
‘That they might not now forget you!
Rest alone I need, the mortal ken
To pass, nothlng else from bhy pew




COLLEGE ACTIVITIES.

OUR 'SPORTSFOLIO’

The third term is usually a very busy one for the College
athlete, perhaps a bit too much of play, certainly a lot too much of
work; but this year it was the busiest of them all. Taking
Athletics’ alone, there were fair ‘meets’ within two months—
- College-day Inter-Hall Sports, Inter-Collegiate, Cochin Olympics,
Madras Olympics and the "Varsity Inter-Collegiate - finals,— and it
is a matter of- prlde that our students acquitted themselves with
distinction in all of them.

The College-day sports was of course a great success. The
Physical Directors and the Students’ President deserve credit for
the excellent arrangements that had been made. Our athlete
revelled in the freshly laid ‘tracks’ and set up many new records
before a large and distinguished audience, Sealy Hall had the
distinction of winning the ‘Mark Shield’ for the year. The contest
for the Champion’s Cup was so keen that it ended in a tie between
Melville Furness and “T. V. Joseph, both of them very promising
‘freshers’.

The ‘gosha’ events in the women’s Inter-Hall contests—includ-
ing tennisand badminton—having been finished earlier ‘in camera’
within the chaste precincts of the College quadrangle, the
remaining few events ‘like Net-ball Shooting Relay,” ‘Cork-
Shooting Relay’ and ‘Net-ball Throw for Distance’ were contested
with due decorum before the assembled spectators. Miss V. J. Aley
emerged eventually as the Champion Woman Athlete of the &
year, though the ‘bright young thing’ in red skirts apparently got
much of the applause. =

‘Tea at four o'clock came as a welcome interlude, and at the
end of a very pleasant evening, Sir R. K. Shanmukham Chetty,
our distinguished President of the day, distributed the prizes a.fter S
a short and approprlate speech. 3
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The Inter-Collegiate sports gave our champions an excellent
opportunity to try their mettle against much sterner opposition.
It was again a ‘freshers’ day’, and but for the magnificent efforts
of Joseph, Melville and Balakrishnan, the College would not have
~ won against the formidable Alwaye team. As it was, the two

.teams raced neck to neck right up to the very last event of the
day, with Trichur trailing well behind and Coimbatore dimly
visible on the horizon. The atmosphere was eleetric when the One
Mile race—the final event—was about to be started. David ran
himself out in a heroic attempt to retain the lead, but Karuppan
hung doggedly on and obtained a valuable second place. His time
was 20 seconds faster than that established on the College-day
sports finals.

Qur President, Rao Bahadur I. N. Menon, was throughout a
very interested spectator, his keen enthusiasm frequently getting
the better of his presidential gravity. The President’s instructive
yet witty remarks before distributing the prizes and the
encouraging words he had in store for the winning competitors
cameas a fithing climax to a most enjoyable afternoon.

Our students did very well at the Cochin Olympics held at
Trichur, Stanley Louis excelling himself by gaining the first
place in Shot Put and Javelin Throw. Lonen got selected as a
member of the Cochin Olympic Team for Madras.

The winners of the various events in the Inter-Collegiate
Sports, proceeded to Madras to take part in the ‘Varsity Inter-
~ Collegiate Sports Finals’ Joseph again did well, but the per-
formances of the rest were below expectation. But it has to be
remembered that the 'Varsity Finals came at a most inconvenient
time. Some of our boys had gof tale, most of them were worn

out by continuous exertions at Cricket and Football, not to-

mention the very tiresome journeys to Madras. They had but
recently undergone the travail of the Selection Exam., and the
bogey of the Final Examination was ever present before them.
Under such distressing circumstances, their many creditable
performances are deserving of the highest eulogy.
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- Cricket.

Cynics who seem never tired ef repeating that our victory
over Coimbatore in the quarter-finals was more due to luck than
ability apparently ignore the fact that the bowling talent in the
College team is perhaps the best in Cochin State. Unfortunately,
‘Ammaman,’ ‘Tampan’, and ‘Larwood’ were not available for the
Madras tour, and ‘Venu' was down with . examination fever. The
team, thus sadly depleted, fought valiantly but in vain  against
the strong Presidency Collegians, and but for an epidemic of ill-
judged running between the wickets we might have avoided an
innings defeat. Kunjunni Appan revealed himself as an excellent
opening bat, and his dogged stand in the second innings drew
applause from all sides. Melville worked like a Trojan, bowling
up wind all the time. A few overs with the wind behind might
have made his inswingers more dangerous. Kuruvilla’s length was
often uncertain. The fielding was patchy throughout, except for
one beautifully timed catch by Raja. =

Association Football.

The performances of our ‘Soccer team’ are too well known to

be reported at length. In the 'Varsity Finals, the team maintained
its reputation, putting up a polished exhibition of footwork and
positional play. Right from the start our boys swarmed over the
Medicoes, Cherian’s deft through passes leaving our opponents
standing. Seven corner kicks deliberately conceded, and a spate
of free kicks against fouls within the first fifteen minutes, and
yet no goals scored, recount the sorry tale of missed opportunities.
“All the finer points of the game came from the visitors” wrote
the Indian FExpress and our team’s polished display richly
deserved this praise; yet the race isnot always for the swift nor the
battle for the strong, and the Medicoes won the day to the flattering
score of 4 goals to 1. But if it was hollow victory, it was a truly
magnificent defeat, and the wonderful way in which our team kept
up pressure with defeat staring in their eyes brought solace to the
hearts of their harassed supporters.

The exemplary captainey of Cherian throughout these series
of matches deserves mention. - Nobody dreamt at the beginning of
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the season that our College could produce anything but a third-
rate team. Yet we eventually reached the finals, and all but won
the Championship. The sterling sincerity of the skipper on and
off the field and his perfect handling of the players during the
game were entirely responsible for this happy transformation.

" .* And now that the season is over and the exams. are drawing near,

one is inclined to sentimentalise over Cherian’s departure and
bemoan with Cassius, “Thou shalt not look upon his like again.”

A list of prominent prize-winners is given below. We take
this opportunity to convey our thanks to theé donors of the
various prizes.

Men'’s Section.
Ttems Donors Winners.

1. Tennis Singles Mr. A. Sankara Menon N. Sadananda Shenoi

2. Athletics Mr. C. G. Herbert’s Melville Furness and
: Championship Cup T. V. Joseph,
3. Badminton Mr. C. Mathai’s Cups N. 8. Shenoi and
for Winners T. M. Verghese.
and P. J. Kuruvilla and
runners-up. V. K. Hamsa .
4. Tennis Doubles Davies Memorial C. P. S. Nair
P. A. Sundaram.
Boat Race Mzr. T. K. Krishna

Menon’s Cup.
- Women’s Section.

1. Athletics. An Cld Students’ Cup :
for Champion (1935-6) {T' J. Margaret.

: 2. b 5 Sir R. K. Shanmukham
Chetty’s Championship V.J. Aley
Cup, (1936—7).
3. Tennis Doubles Mrs. Mills’ prizes for Leela Chettur
winners. M. Ameena Beebi
4, 5 = Dr. C. L.Joseph’s Thankom Thomas
medals runners-up K. T. Sosamma.
— Rag.
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REPORTS FROM HALLS:

Barlow.

It is with feelings of independence and confidence that
I report that we were second to none in games. But we fared
rather badly in sports due to lack of esprit de corps especially on
the part of the ladies. Yet it is an encouraging indicator of our
proficiency that we have carried off most of the first and runners-
up prizes in Volley, Basket-ball and Football. It is well known
that our Hall isnamed after one of our living ex-Principals, who
himself was a keen sportsman, and we are confident that neither
Wwe nor our successors will tarnish his reputation. Our thanks are
due to Mr. H. R. Mills for his timely directions, and to Mr.
V. K. Hamza for infusing team spirit. Let me also pay my tribute
to the frolicsome little chaps who vigorously kept up the vitality
of our Hall. Thanks are also due to Messrs. Surendranath and
Karuppan, who were very keen in the up-keep of the prestige of
our Hall and very much alert on the welfare of our sportsmen.
May I wind up with all good wishes to our future. Good-bye!

— A. R. JACOB, Cuptain.

Cruickshank,

The Inter-Hall tournaments of this year-coincided with the
rainy season. Rain now and then damped our enthusiasm, but
could not extinguish the flame of hope. As the tournaments
commenced, our Hall was pushed to the back ground in almost
every item.

With the advent of Cricket we began to progress rapidly,
almost miraculously, The magic wand of Natarajan flashed, the
bowling of Charlie and Raja worked havoc. Our blooming
‘Bradman,” V. L. Ramachandran, baffled the bowlers, while the
batting of Kumara Das shot terror into the hearts of the other
cricketers.
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Our gallant sisters under our lady chanipion, Captain
V. J. Alie, worked miracles. Their successes were astonishing
and astounding both in sports and tournaments. They almost

- accomplished the impossible.

On the sports day our Hercules, Stanley Louiz, the record-

*breaker, monopolised the Shot Put. “Cruickshank is a fighting

side” was the sentence in everybody’s lips. We recovered from an
utter collapse, and though we could not snatch away the shield, we

emerged smiling.

Don’t be dejected comrades, be up and doing. Next year

shall be ours—why not ? :
— MATHEW, P. A., Coptain. -

———————

Davies.

Ever since the inauguration of this Hall system, we have
been evincing a keener interest in both games and sports.

From the beginning of the Tournaments we had every

- reason to hope for success. In Hockey we defeated Cruiekshank,

and held ‘draws’ both with Sealy and Barlow. But for the absence
of our veteran, Pai, who is in now in the Tata Oil Mills, we would
have been able to snatch the Trophy.

Our achievements in both Tennis and Badminton were
creditable. Though we were defeated in Tennis doubles by Sealy
Hall, we were able to easily defeat the other two Halls. In singles,
it was an easy ‘walk over’ for our veteran Shenoi.

In sports with little difficulty Lonen and John won the
880 yds. race. Ill-luck overtook us in the Relay races, and this
dropped our hopes of winning the Shield.

I wish to thank our women athletes and sportsmen for their
heroic and ‘manly’ fight to retrieve the Hall. The valuable points

- that they earned for us pushed the score up.

Hearty thanks to all the sports-women, sportsmen and

~ players for their unwavering loyalty to the Hall and unflinching

courage. :
— V. M. RAMASWAMY, Captain.
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Sealy.

v

Our young athletes girded up their loins to counteract the
advantage gained by Barlow by figuring prominently in 13he
althletic field. Although we were not thought able to cope with

" the Barlow champions, Melville Furness and T. V. Joseph practised - -

with re-doubled vigour, and got ready to bid for the covett?d'
Shield. Sarachandran Nair and P.Sundaram, our ve}:crans in
Tennis shared this year’s doubles cup.

When the long expected sports finals arrived, it saw the
Davies hall topping the list. It was an ideal day, and nature
revelled in fresh waves of joy and energy. Our young soldiers
fought bravely and the marks mounted rapidly. The athletes of
other Halls gasped against the dash of Joseph and the miraculous
jumps of Melville. Our score mounted from 143 to 361, almost a
record for the College, beating the International record of
Hammond., Our sisters had their own quota to give to win
the coveted Shield. We laboured and we succeeded. Best
congratulations go to all our athletes and sportsmen of both

Sexes. =
— M. 1. DAVID, Captavh.

GAMES CLUBS.

Athletics.

The field was made ready by the beginning of November, and
earnest practice began in anticipation of The All Cochin Olympics. We
competed for all items, and secured 6 prizes at the finals. One of our
competitors set up new records in shot-put and in the newly introduced
javelin throw. -

About eight students competed in the Inter-Hall sports, and
for the Championship shield. The finals began at 2.-30 on Saturday.

The team events were well competed for and exciting. There were _

about five events for the ladies on that day and an Old Boys’ item. There
was unfortunately no staff race. The maximum points were secured by
the Sealy Hall while Cruickshank came second. Sir R. K. Shanmukham
Chetty, the Diwan, presided over the finals and gave away the prizes.
Certiflcates were awarded to the firsts and seconds in each item. The
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Championship Cup for women, instituted by Sir R. K. Shanmukham was
awarded to Miss V., J. Aley of the third class.

The Championship Cup for the best athlete among the men
students was not awarded on account of the tie between Melville and
Joseph, each of whom scored 18 points.

The first inter-Collegiate sports run by the Madras University for
the Trichur Division was held in our grounds on Tuesday 19th
January- and we won the mark shield by scoring 42 points. Rao Sahib
I. N. Menon Avl, gave away the prizes to the winners.

7 The finals of the inter-Collegiate sports was conducted at Madras
on the 8th of Hebruary and six students of the College who became
first in the inter-Collegiate sports competed. Our relay team lost the

_first place by a very narrow margin. In all the other items we got

gsecond and third places. Our division stood second in Championship.
After the sports our President, who accompanied us as our Manager

‘was at home to the competitors.

— M. V. John, Captain.

Badminton.

Our new grounds resound daily to cries of “Hope-ball” “Game-
ball”. Then emerges our Captain, Mr. Kuruvilla, like the sun out of the
Clouds with his usual “"We shall play flves'’. The Secretary and the
Captain then reshuffle the sides, and a keen and contested game follows.
It is of course worth mentioning that we proposed to challenge the Cochin
Lily Team and the Alwaye Union Christian College Team, but the
approach of the examinations proved a hindrance toour designs. We
intend to engage ourselves in a friendly ‘match with the staff, and
Mr. Ramanathan has kindly consented to see it through.

— V. K. Hamza, Secretary.

Basket Ball,

This year witnessed vigorous activities and striking progress in

- Basket ball. We have the good fortune to be an able and zealous band

of enthusiasts, who, working hand in hand with our Principal, have
contributed not a little, to initiate fresh activities and to promote the

- progress of the Club along many healthy lines. It remains for me to

repeat my deep indebtedness to Mr. M. I. David, the 1st President of
the Students’ Council for his ready and unstinted response to my
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demands on behalf of ‘the club. In one shape or another, honest
performance always lives, .and the permanent gains of our labour were
exhibited in the inter-Hall Tournaments, in which Barlow shone the
brightest. The rain, this year, was merciful in its attacks on the ball;

" but we were cornered by a strange vicissitude, our isolation in a remote
corner of the grounds which accounted for the gradual depopulation of -
our court. It is hoped, that the Club, which is now at the pinacle of’
its glory and greatness, will not be suffered to fade away by being 3

located in the back-ground. =
— P. Balagangadhara Menon, Captain,

st Nkt Rt Lo e i g e

Cricket,

‘After our triumph over the St. Thomas College Trichur, we met
the Agricultural College Coimbatore in Inter-Collegiate zone final. - Our
team as a whole felt an inferiority complex to the Agriculturists

“because of their great victory over us last year. Winning the foss we
elected to bat. Our batsmen felt uncomfortable against the leg-break
bowling of the visitors. When the opening pair put on a score of 2_4‘
disaster befell. Three wickets fell without any further addition to the
score. After that our batsmen pulled up and played asteady game. We 1
were all out for 166. (Kunjunny Appan 11, Melville 17, Kuruvilla 75,
Raja T. R. 20; Rajagopla 5 for 57, Dinker Rac 2 for 32, Somanna 2 for
21). With great confidence the Agriculturists began their innings, but
‘Amaman’ shattered their hopes by dismissing the first three batsmen at
an early stage. The entrance of Rajagopal altered the complexion of the -
~game. He exhibited some sparkling cricket, his running between the
wickets for singles being brilliant. Our fielding was erratie, cateh-
missing being a regular sight. The Coimbatoreans were all out for 127.
(Nagaraj Rao 22, Rajagopal 58; Amaman 3 for 27, Kuruvilla 4 for 45.
Melville 2 for 40). Thus the Maharaja’s College won by a margin of,
39 runs. : :

108
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Our next butt was against the Old Boys’ team for the Princes’ Cup.
The match was played in our new ‘Lords’, and the fresh pitch on that
day proved a bowler’s paradise. The Old Boys were all out for a meagre
total of 19. (Prabhu 8; Melville 6 for 7; Kuruvilla 4 for 0). The College
batting next began to repeat the same story, but thanks to ‘Amaman’
again ‘who stepped in at the nick of time o save the match, the College
‘won by 4 wickets.

03 4 sttt

The closing match of the season was the Inter-Collegiate semi f
finals with the Presidency College at Madras. As some of the members e
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of the team were suffering from examination mania, we were not able 4o
exhibit our true form at Madras. The fact was that our opponents proved
too strong for us. Fielding lapses and lack of change-bowlers.led us f0.a
great defeat. Kunjunnyappan and Melville attracted the crowd by some.
steady game.

Looking back, we are. proud to boast of ‘an era of unparalleled
success. We are greatly indebted to the Prince’s Club who were only
too ready to give us practice fixtures  which we honestly believe  con-
tributed not a little to our glory. We have the honour to extend our
hearty thanks to Keralavarma Appan Thampuran and Mr. G. Krishna
Rao, our President, for their invaluable coaching and untiring enthusiasm.

We hope that our successors will improve upon the tradition
of this Club, and win greater laurels in future.
— K. 1. Kuruvilla, Captain.

—_—

-Hockey.

Out .defeat in the second round of the Inter-Collegiate Hoekey
tournament at the hands of the Union Christian College, Alwaye, did
not damp our spirits. We resumed our activities with true sporﬁsman-
ship.

During the Christmas Holidays, the Palghat Hockey Team paid
a visit fo Ernakulam. We met themin a friendly fixture. The match
was very interesting, and there was a large crowd of spectators.
Un'ortunately, despite a thrilling, strenuous fight, we lost by three goals
to two.

We had two more fixtures, one with the H, M. 8. Investigator
which we won by four goals to mil. The second one was with the

- Agricultural College, Coimbatore, which ended in a draw, the score

being one all.

Allogether we played fourteen matches this year of which six we
won, three we drew, and five we lost.

My thanks are duse to the President of the Hockey Club, and ail
the enthusiastic members who have contributed to the improvement of
the standard of the game here.

The Inter-Hall Hockey Tournament was very well contested. The
Sealy and Davies Halls got twenty points each, Barlow Hall. and

Cruickshank Hall getting ten points each. Thus the Cha.mpionﬂé_jp

became a tie.
. : — D. Nataraj, Captain.
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Tennis.

The two courts that were reported as under construction were at
our disposal for play early this term. Sadly did we bid “good-bye to
the splendid lawn, facing the foreshore, for fairly did'it serve us for
all these years we were there.

A few new members have been enrolled in the club, as a number -

of the old players have retired from active practice. They however lend
their patronage now and then by frying a hand at the game whenever
they find it convenient to do so.

— N. N. Pai, Captain.

Football.

The College Elevens continued to win fresh laurels. In the
University inter-collegiate finals of this zone we met the Coimbatore
Agriculturists at Ernakulam. The Game through out was interesting,
though ours was an easy victory. We won by 5 goals to 1 and thus
qualified ourselves for the Semi finals of the whole ‘tourney’.

We went to Calicut and there met the Zamorin’s College, and
won by 3 goals to 1. Thus ws were qualified for the finals. Though to
divisional Victories our College is no stranger, for the first time in
the history of this College our team was taken to Madras. At the old
Engineering College Grounds Madras we met the Medicals. The
offensive launched by our team during the first half of the game kept
our opponents at abeyance, but in the second half we had to fall back
exhausted, the fried Madras veterans sending in four Goals against
our single goal respanse,

The All Kerala Inter-Collegiate finals were played at the local
palace grounds. We met the St. Berchmans’ College, Changanacherry.
It was a real tug-of-war, the first day ending in draw, even after an
extended game. On the second . day when the game was re-played,
our college team during the second half sent in a violent ball through
our opponent’s Goal, which they were not able to return and secured us
the victory and the trophy.

Our thanks are due to Mr. V. K. R. Menon who still takes a -

keen interest in the activilies of the club. Our President, Mr. Easwara
Iyer, by his ceaseless effort has contributed much to the success of
the team. Our thanks are also due to him and to the Physical
Directors.

— K. O. Cheriyan, Catuin.
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" THE STUDENTS’ COUNCIL,

The Students’ Council is of recent birth. Tt is the working
Committee of the Students Union, and consists of the following office .
bearers: Hall Captains, Class Representatives, Games Captains,
Secretaries of College Societies and Hostel Secretaries. Altogether we
are thirty-six in number including ten women students. The Counecil
reports on matters referred to it by the Principal and is authorised to
make suggestions regarding the improvements of the amenities of student
lifein $he College. Tt is also responsible for appointing Sub-Committees
for the proper management of general College functions.

We began our activities with the election of the President, the
Vice-President and the Secretary of the Council. Mr. M. I. David was
elected the President, Miss. T. J. Margaret the Vice-President and
Mr. K. J. Thomas the Secretary. We are extremely glad to state
that the Council was able to do some substantial work during this
- experimental year.

On the recommendation of the Counecil the rates of catering in the
College refectory, were brought down to a reasonable level. A separate
Vegetarian section to the Canteen was also opened in the College
compound, providing convenience, comfort and economy for the
students. The whole catering department is now under the direct
sapervision of a Refectory Committee. The Counecil also had its initial
say in the formation of the Social Service League and the Excursion Club.

One of the resolutions passed by the Council when it met last was
that only a Fourth Year classstudent (B. A. or B. Se.) should be eligible to
be elected President of the Council. Another equally imporbtant resolu-
tion passed by the Council on the same day was that only those who
have represented their respective Halls in any of the Inter-Hall matches
should stand for the Captainship. Two of the most important recom-
mendations made by the Council were:—

“Paying due regard to the financial embarassments of the students
the present rate of fine of two annas a day might be reduced to a
nominal amount.

It was too hard to compel students to pay fine for Sundaysl""'.
when fee was not accepted on that day”,

The Principal has taken steps to redress the legitimate grievan-
ces of the students.
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Thus we feel that within a short breathing space, we were able
to advance a little in the right direction. We are extremely thankful to
our Principal who, by the creation of this Council, has given us an
opportunity to voice forth the general opinion of the student community.

—XK. J. Thomas, Secretary.

SOCIAL SERVICE LEAGUE.

This great College of ours is giviug its lead in ‘Social Service’.
The members of the Social Service League attended regularly classes in
theory and practice at the Out-patient Department of the Local General
Hospital under the guidance of the medical authiorities.

; The first lecture we had was on “TFirst Aid” by Dr.
T. Verghese, M. D., the Civil Surgeon-in-charge. He also delivered a
very interesting and instructive lecture on ‘Tetanus’.. We had also thé
benefit of extraordinary lectures by “‘specialists” on common diseases
such as Leprosy, Consumption. Bleeding, Convulsions. Fractures,
Dislocations, Burns, Suffocations, etc. were topies for daily discussions.
occasionally we got chances to witness and also assist at minor
‘Operations’ too. We are also conscious of the fact that we ha.ve done
considerable work to relieve pain and mlsery

We are thankful to the Medical authorities for the inspiration
they have given us. Dr. Babu Rao deserves special mention for the
most valuable and patient service he has rendered as in imparting

knowledge on a variety of diseases and on the complexities of the
human constitution.

The examinations will interrupt our ‘service’ which will: be
resumed next term. We invite willing students to join the League
which has great possibilities for humane and cosmopolitan service.

The following members of the Social Service League were posted =

for Hospital out-patient work as follows:—

BATCH A. 1. K. J. George, Calss ¥, . gr. i,
2. K. P. Chandrasekharan Nair, e - ey
3. K. Ragunathan Thampi, III, s
4. T. R, Venkitakrishna Pillai, T e
5.

C. P, Govindankutty Menon, S iv ay




V Acliutha Rao,
. J. Joseph,

K. Gopinath,

. M. G. Ramachandra Nair,

. V. M. Tharanath,

. P. Gopala Kurup,

. T. K. Puruslothaman,

. T. Halasyam,

. M. Krishnankutty Menon,

. C. S. Krishnaswami,

4, P. Achuthan Nair,

5. C. P. Sarachandran Nair,

. BATCH D.

- BATCH A.  Onall Saturdays from ¢ to 11 A. M.

= : from the 31st of October 1936.
- BATCH B. On all Sundays from 3to5 2, M.,
= from the 31st of October 1936.

- BATCH C.  On all Sundays from 9 to IT A. M.
= from the 1st of November 1936.
On all Saturdays from 3 to 5 P. M.

from the st of November 1936

( Starboa.rd watch )
oo A M. Make camp in good order.
Fly staff, hoist flag.
Latrines.
K1tchen. Port Wa.tch coak meal

= Opening talk, Ca.mp Comma.ndanf
~ Bathe and Boat pullmg ; ;

ass-I;=-

7.°B:i Sc.,

ClaSS I1I,

III,

S: B Sc.,
Class 1V,
” II,
S
g

L

1,
o
Class IIT,
-kl

c¢omimencing

comimencing

commencing

commencmg

of the Cochin




Hmst flag. Praye!‘s.

Chota.

Inspectlon.

Clea.n boats.

I.eave for 'nvestzgator (1) Rule of the Road Mr. Moore., :
(2) Safety precautmns e

- Knotting and splicing.
. Mea.l

- Tea for ghests =
,Ez;a.ctma.l sml,mg_Mr Da.vu]son.

Slgnallmg éMoa'se)

Meal.

Camp fire. Prayers Good-mght
Tovees I.Ights out.

Satz);rday, end January 1937,

6-30 P. M. Bathe.
7—8 Boatpulling.
~ Breakfast.
Inspection.
Leave for Cochin Tug,
Fire precautions at Sea.
Demonstration on the Tug. Codhm

Visit ““Clan Line”” mercantﬂe slnp
Meal.

Rest.
Theory of sailing.
~ Rigs of vessels.
,','—_Knbtﬁng and splicing.
dea.tmg ga.mes




- College Activities

Sunday, 3rd January 1937.

€-30 A. M. Bathe.
9—10 Church parade:
10° Inspection (visitors from Cochin):
10 Navigation :
Lights and Flags used by ships:

Mr. Wakefield
or Mr. Sheppard: -

II—I2 Care of boats and repairs: ——————— Mr: Grub
TP, M. Meal:

v Strike camp: :

3—4 Final talk, C. Commandant:

Sea Scout organisation and crafts for various localities
and load boats and pull for Ernakulam:

:
r
]
‘
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STUDENTS’ CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY.
Office-Bearers for 1936-1937.
President. The Principal—Ez-Officio. 3
Vice-President: Mr. N. R. Ramachandra Iyer, M. A., L. T,

Joint Secretariess Mr. P. R. Subbarama Iyer, M. A., (HONS.) L. T.
» K. Parameswara Menon, Cl. I.

Treasurer: Mr. N. P. Subramania Iyer, M. A,
Members: Mzr. M. A. Krishna Kaimal, Cl. IV.

K. R. Sreedhara Panikkar, Cl. III.
s+ P. GeJdoseph, Cl. IL

wioNu: E2Devy, Clook.
Miss. A. Lekshmikutty, Cl. IIT.

Clerk: Mr. P. Subramania Menon.

EE

“Tnaptitude, corruption, mismanagement and inefficiency are
keeping the movement far away from success,” wrote the Registrar
of Co-operative Societies, Cochin State, while reviewing the
work of his Department for the year 1110. But here is a record
for efficiency, aptitude, honesty and perseverance. The Registrar
of Co-operative Societies is taking us nearer and nearer to the ideal of
Co-operative movement.

‘ Our membership has risen from a number below 100 at the
start to over 500 this year, There is an enormous increase in the
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volume of work done. Our prices are lower than the lowest of bazaar
rates, and itis satisfying to note.that the students have fully
taken advantage of this fact. Business being thus increased, we had a
sufficiently encouraging budget before us, and we have raised the salary
of our ‘Registrar’ by rupees five. The recent change in attitude of the
“fair’ section of the College towards the Co.operative stores must surely
have been due to the satisfaction given by the Society to students.
Out of the short surplus we had this year we have awarded

a Scholarshlp of Rs. 24 to a poor but intelligent student of the
senior B. A. Class.

Let me quote what the Secretary wrote in 19357

‘One thing—the scanty encouragement we receive at the hands
of many of our professors and sisters (sort of) throws the wet blanket
over our budding schems.”

T conclude with his words. ‘‘Let it not be the old story once
again,” :

— K. Parameswara Menon, Secretary.

Matheratics Association,

* Numbers—Their meaning and magic”’ was the amusing subject
on which Mr. Francis. J. Eravely spoke at a meeting on 29th January
1937 with Mr. V. V. Gopalan, a member, in the chair. The lecture was
throughout interesting, and it was profusely illustrated with examples
which he worked out on the board. He explained many mathematical
tricks with the air of a veritable magician revealing his extraordinary
knowledge of Numerology and the Occult Sciences.

The magic that could be wrought with numbers was further
illustrated by a mathematical prodigy who paid a visit to us recently.
I refer to Mr. Guruswamy of Madura, who, on Tuesday the 9th of
February, at the rather inconvenient time of 1-30 P. M., gave us a grand
demonstration of his prodigious memory-power, in a hall crowded almost
to suffocation. When we saw him nonchalantly dabbling with twenty-
digit and thirty-digit numerals, we were irresistibly reminded of
Macaulay—here, indeed, was a walking table of logarithms!!..,

ssase
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We can only wonder what a flaming genius Mr. CGuruswamy would

have developed into, had only God provided him with the power
of sight!

Mr. Sankara Narayana Sastri, Professor of Vyakarana, Sanskrit

- College, Tripunithura addressed our Association on the 17th of February

at 4-5 P. M. on ‘“Ancient Mathematics.” We are sure we derived
immense pleasure and benefit from his scholarly inquiry into the
Mathem?,ﬁos of our ancestors.

A Social gathering was held on Friday the 19th February,
followed by a group photo.

The Association has now on its rolls about 130 members in all,
of whom not less than 60 are women students............Can thers be
still people who doubt whether Mathematics has any poetry ?

— 8. Ramchandran, Secretary.

History and Economics Association,

This year a number of meetings were held presided over by
former students.

On the 19th of August, Miss L. K. Ambadi took the chair,
when Mr. M. I. David read a paper on “Nationalism wversus.
Internationalism.” :

On the 16th September; Mr. Sant Singh. M. A., Professor of
Economics, Khalsa College, Amritsor, deliverd a lecture on “Evolution
of Culture.”

~ On 5th October, under the presidenship of Mr. P. S. Velayudhan,
M. A., another ordinary meeting was condueted, when Mr. M. I. Thomas,
spoke on the “Power of the Press.”

A Parliamentary Debate took place on a fine Friday evening, with
Mr. V. K. R. Menon, M. Sc. (Lond) as the Speaker.

The motion before the House was that ‘“‘Politicians have done
greater good to the world than Poets.”” Mr. G. Vasantha Pai was the
mover and Mr, C. G. Sivadas, the opposer. The following members
spoke on the occasion: Mr. K. Sreedharan, N. R. Ramachandra
Iyer, M. A, L.T, T.R. Velunney, B.A.. B. L,, M. Achutha Menon,
R. S, Panicker and M. S. Padmanabhan, B. A. After a very interesting
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discussion and some lively quesiions and opinions from the floot, the
House divided. The motion was lost.

We had our last meeting on the 27th of January 1937 with Mrs.
Margaret Chithalan in the chair. Mr. N. Sreenivasa Shenoi spoke on
“Democracy in the retreat.” The meeting was well appreciated by the
audience, and many niembers came forward with their opinions.

Though the Association was operating under very severe
financial adversites, we feel proud to state that we were able fo
maintain, if not to over reach, the tradition of its past.

— K. J. Thomas, Secretarys

Physics Association:

Under the auspices of this Association demonstrations were held
in the laboratory at the time of the College Day celebrations. This yedr
the laboratory was open to all. All of us enjoyed much, and it was a
spectacle to see men and women students surrounded by an eager crowd
listening to the demonstrations.

The second ordinary meeting of the Association was held with
Mr. H. R. Mills M. Sc., in the chair, and Mr. Ramasubban, M. A.,
Commercial Research Officer, G. I. P. Ry., was the lecturer. He spoke
on ‘Sugar Industry.’ ‘

At the third meeting Mr. P. S. N. Kaimal read a paper on

‘Chemistry of Photography’. Mr. K. V. Krishna Warrier, M. A,, took
the chair.

The Wireless and the Photographic Clubs are turning out good
work. The members take active interest in them.

We hope to conduct a competition in Phetography and another

in General Knowledge in Science if sufficient number of members
respond. :

— K. Gopinath, Jt. Secretaries,
= R. V. Bhat;
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NEWS FROM HOSTELS.
Christian Hostel.

Our nights are now shorter and the days longer. The happy-go-
lucky have begun fto take life mors seriously, and the more studious find

: }ittle time t0 ease a while. In the selection examination the Hostel

scored pretty well, and in the field the traditional glory remains
untarnished.

Ere long we are to part, and those of us who are to meet again as
Hostel mates will assemble early next year perhaps not under the roof of
this venerable old building of honourable traditions and enviabl
achievements.

— P. J. Mathew, Secretary.

~ Cosmopolitan Hestel.

The third term began with an air of seriousness pervading
through the Hostel, in expectation of the ordeal of the University
examinations, Our hostel fared very well in the last University examina-
tion, and we hope to do our very best at the ensuing examinations.
Naturally all the leaders are confined to their rooms poring over their
volumes with the occasional encouragement from our Warden. Moreover
the din of the dynamo has now given place to a calm and silent at-
mosphere, facilitating greater concentration on studies.

Our Hostel activities are going on as usual. The hostel has not
merely maintained its high reputation but wrested new laurels in the
various gamas and inter-Hall tournaments conducted under the auspices
of the College. Mr. P. A. Sundaram is one of the winners in the inter-
Hall tournment for Tennis doubles, and has won a cup. He was a given
grand acclamation by his fellows.

We are having common prayers every Monday. These are so
arranged as to enable students of all castes and creeds to join together.
This healthy feature has been exercising a salutary influence on the
goneral Cosmopolitan tone of the institution.

We wish to gratefully acknowledge the presentation of a portrait of
His Highness the Maharaja of Travancore by Mr. K. Gangadharan, one
of the boarders. This porirait was unveiled at a meeting presided over
by Mr. K. J. Augustine.
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We celebrated the Hostel Day on the 23rd January 1937 under the
Presidentship of Mr. Thomas Manjooran, B. A., B. L., Govt. Advocate.
The enthusiasm and sincere interest of all the boarders were responsible
for the smiling appearance that the premises put on at that time. Mr.
O. Kappeler and Srimathi T. Bharathi Amma were our English and

Malayalam speakers respectively. Before the commencement of the -

public meeting Tea was served which was joined by the members of the
staff and some other distinguished guests. ~The Cosmopolitan
Olympic Sports which followed created a roar of laughter among the
spectators. After the public meeting there was a Grand Variety
Entertainment by the boarders., The Hostel today is a happy joint
family where there is perfect amity and concord. This has been largely
due to the kind sympathy of the authorities and the gecod sense and
honour of the boarders. - We trust we shall be able to maintain
untarnished the glorious traditions of this great institution.

Shaik Hussain Sahib, Secretary,

The Muslim Hostel.

Situated as we are in the midst of genial surroundings, the Scout
quarters, the temple of good will and mutual help on one side, an
Insurance Company, the temple of safety on another, the high way, the
birth right of all on a third side and a glassy canal, “the image of
eternity’’ on the fourth, our quota in everything really deserves mention.
And what is more ours is a well ventilated happy haven where many a
‘ship’ carrying requisites for construction touches the quay to our left.

An era of changes—so too with the Muslim Hostel. With the re-
opening, our book-worms were found off and on the Sports grounds;
but now with the approach of the exam. they are once more shut up
among dusky volumes. To the pedestrian of the road the Hostel might
appear a deserted village, but to the more serious inward visitor is
revealed the spectacular display of students sitting ayer the books in

their closed rooms, a perfectly contageous atmosphere for even the dullest
of students.

V. K. Hamza, Secretary.
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Thiyya Hostel.

Our Hostel day was celebrated on Saturday the 9th of January,
The publiec meeting was presided over by Mr. M. K. Raman M. A, B. L.
Many of the old inmates of the hostel and a large number of the publie,
both women and men, were present. Messrs. V. Ramanathan and P.
Kesava Dev gave addresses on the occasion, the former on Hosiel life
and the latter on Kalakal.

Another meeting was held on the 16th idem, when our Literary
Union observed the ‘“Asan Day’” commemorating the late Mahakavi
Kumaran Asan., Mr. P. 8. Velayudhan, M. A., presiding, Messrs.
Kunnath Janardana Menon and Changampuzha Krishna Pillai spoke,
respectively on the personality and works of the great poet.

Three more members have joined our Hostel this term: We are
happy to welcome them.

The proximity of the examination has instilled into student-hearts
a sense of responsibility, and a vigorous and strenuons effort is being
made by them to face the inevitable with fearless courage. Midnight oil
burns in most rooms, though, of course, with the golden exception of one
or two, whose occupants seem not scared by the ‘Tdes of March,’ A
splendid success to all !

= — K. B., Secretary.

Y. W. C. A.

One of the noteworthy events of the Y. W. C. A. this term was the
celebration of its 10th Anniversary. A public mseting was held in the
Maharaja’s College hall, when the world-president of the Y. W.C. A,,
Miss Van Asch Van Wijk presided, and interesting speeches were made
by Mr. M.S. Menon M. A. Bar-At-Law and Miss Woodsmall, world’s
secretary of the Y. W. C. A.

A successful experiment was also tried by the members of the
Student Christian Federation when they invited the Alwaye College
students to stage a Malayalam drama in aid of the Student Christian
Federation in India.

‘The senior branch of the Y. W. C. A. members were kind
enough to take the junior branch to a delightful boating party to soms of
the islands. '

— A Boarder.

e =
-
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Women’s Hostel.

This Term may indeed be reckoned as an epoch making one
(to use a grand epithet) in the history of our Hostel. With all the
ardour and enthusiasm characteristic of a first attempt, we have just
celebrated our first regular Hostel Day, under the best of auspices; and
the glow of pride caused by the unique success of that first attempt
has hardly left our faces yet.

The meeting was held in the Hostel premises, in beautifying-which
we had ‘employed all our womanly sense of artistic decor‘a.ﬁo‘nf_»
gtrongthened, of course, by the mighty efforts of our inevitable old
“Cheeku’’, who, however, shook off his “drowsy numbness” and rose to
the occasion for once in his life. We had the rare privilege of getting
such a distinguished member of our sex as Mrs. Skrine to preside over
the meeting. Our expectations were fully realised in the refreshingly
original and delightfully humorous remarks which she made on the
occasion. Among the novel ideas contained in her speech, her suggestion
about the desirability of maintaining a “Hostel Book’ as a record of the
individual impressions and ideas of out-going boarders year after year,
appealed to us most. She has herself graciously offered to present us
with a book suitable for the purpose. We are, of course, all enthusiasm
to act up to her valuable suggestion. =

The Secretary, in her Report of the working of the Hostel and
Literary Union, made a brief survey of the history of the institution from
its inception up to the present day, making special mention of a prior
visit of Mrs. Skrine, and of a ** talk” by Mrs. (Dr) Sankarambal on
Aspects of Western Life and Character worthy of our emulation.

Miss G. Vatsala Bai, B. A., (Hons.) then gave us a learned and
fascinating discourse on the Evolution and Present Condition of Education
in India, suggesting many thought-provoking methods of reform, It
was followed by a short but highly poetic speech in Malayalam by Mr.
G. Bankara Kurup (Vidvan), exhorting us to utilize our education in a
manner consistent with the high ideals of ancient Indian womanhood.

A Farce,.gresenting the ludierous handling of a diverce-suit in a
court of law, was then enacted by the boarders. The actresses, most of

them veterans of the College stage, were .pronounced to have acqultted
themselves creditably.
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‘After the function, we swarmed round Mrs. Skrine for her,
autograph, and she was good enough to oblige every one of us in her
characteristic manner.

Our biggest excitement for the year is over with the Hostel Day
and EXAMINATIONS —the very word sounds grim—now stare us in the

'faca. But as the Secretary rightly put it in her Report, we do not

consider examinations to be the be-all and end-all of existence, though we
do not lag bebind others in paying them their due respect.

Weo foel sad to toll the knell of the parting year, but let us
smile even through our tewrs— tears of endless pity yet of a sacred joy and

trivmphias. the beautifullest kind of tears,—indeed perhaps the beautifull-
est kind of thing—like a sky all flashing diamonds and prismatic
radiance”......as Carlyle would describe the phenomenon.........yes, let

us still smile through our tears—and wish our out-going fellow-boarders
the wery best of luck in everything !

—A., Boarder.
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THE COLLEGE DAY, 1936.

1. Open Day.

The Maharaja’s College put on her best smiling face on December
19, 1936, when her annual “Day” was observed with unusual eclat
and ceremonies. Flags and festoons on the premises with triumphal
arches at the entrances announced to the citizens of Ernakulam that
they were on their “local holiday’ of feasts, treats and entertainments.

The “Day” started with aquatic sports at 7-30 a. m., at the
Huzur Jetty which was keenly contested by the students.

Between 8 a. m, and 1 p, m. the College was left open fo the
visitors. The History and Economics section had on view certain
charts, drawings, and pictorially presented statistics of general interest
with special reference to India and the Cochin State. Cochin Harbour
models were exhibited by kind courtesy of Mr. R. C. Bristow.

The College Library and Mathematical Lecture Theatre and the
Main Hall and Lecture Rooms were also open to the spectators. A fow
demonstrations were in progress during this time in the Chemistry and
Physics Laboratories, while the Natural Science Museum and the
Taxidermist’s workshop offered special attractions to the spectators.

The Union buildings honsing the Staff Common Room, the Arts

Club, Physical Director’s Room, Students’ Common Room, the Refectories
and the Co-operative Stores were available for inspection by one and all
interested in the physical amenities obtaining in the College.

2. Old Students’ Association.

The annual meeting of the Maharaja’s College Old Students’
Association was held with Prince Kerala Varma, B. A. in the chair, in
the Intermediate Physics TLecture Hall at 2-30 p. m. The Annual
Repdftfby the Secretary was passed, after which the following office- 7
bearers were elected for the next year:— :

CH.H Prihce Kerala Varma, B. A. President.
Messrs, N. _PﬁramesWaran Moothath, BiAL, BB Secr’st'a%y.
s G, R Narayana Iyer, M. A., T.T. Treasurer.
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s P. Bhaskara Menon, B. A,, B. L.

. S. K. Subramania Tyer, M. A., L. T.

5» B, Sankuuni Menon, B, A, B. L.

., A.Narayana Menon, B. A, B. L., M. L. C. Commuittee
, P.Narayana Menon, M. A. Members.

,» N.B.Radhakrishna Sarma, B. A., B. L.
M. P. Cherian, B. A., B. L.
Mqu Vatqala Bhai, B A. (Honq)

The Pres1dent in his concluding sneech exhorted the old students
o evince keener interest in the Association. With a vote of thanks
by the Secretary the function terminated.

In pursuance of a resolution passed at a Committee meeting of the
Old Students’ Association, a portrait of Prince Kerala Varma, B. A.,
who has been the President of the Maharaja's College Old Students’
~ Association since ifs inception, was unveiled by €. Matthai
- Esq., B.A.,L T., ex-Director of Public Instruction. In doing so,
he observed that he had known the Prince ever sines his studeat days
in the College and had besn kesping in touch with him throughout his
subsequent career. One of the pioneer University graduates in the Cochin
Royal Family, he took a kean interest in the education of the younger
members of the Family. Aunother of his self-imposed tasks in the sphere
of Bducation was in connection with the management of the Sanskrit
College at Trippunithura. He had for many years been the President of
the Managing Committee of that institution. And since Mr. Matthai
happened to be the Head of the Department during the formative years
of the Colleze, he was in a position to gauge the valuable “contribution
the Princehad made towards the up-building of that institution. If was
to him a labour of love and devotion. The Maharaja's College owed him a
heavy debt of gratitude for the services he had unzrudginzly rendered
so long. Ever since the College Day was instif uted, he had been the
President of the Old Students’ Association, on whom devolved the task of
making arrangements for the annual gatherings and the celebrations
connected with them. That they had been conducted with such
conspicuous sucgess from year to year was to a large extent due to his
personal influence and his unstinted exertions. But he worked. behind
the scenes all the time, and most of those who participated in these
fostivitios knew little of the labours of the Committes and its President
and the assiduous care and attention with which all the details were
a.rra.ncred " In spite of his indifferent health the Prince had
baen baarmv this barden all these years and it was but fitting that they
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should commemorate his long connection with the College and his
devoted services in its behalf by putting up his portrait in the College
so that it might serve as a reminder and an inspiration to coming
generations.

Prince Kerala Varma thanked the Association for the honour
done to him and for the eulogistic terms in which Mr. Matthai had
referred to his services.

By 3-30 p. m. Tea was served, and heartily enjoyed by all

students, old and young, and a goodly number of the friends, benefactors
and well-wishers of the College,

3. Public Meeting.

The public meeting at 5 p. m. was held in the eastern quadrangle
adjoining the Sealy block, which had been made specially gay with
buntings, streamers and fencings enclosing an area laid out neatly with
chairs and benches. As usual a large and representative gathering of
the officialdom was present, besides the many old students, former staff
and invited guests. Several members of the Royal Family and their

consorts and other distinguished ladies also graced the occasion with
their presence.

Mr. K. 8. Manickam, B. A, B.L, M. L. C., Secretary, Old
Students’ Association, welcomed the gathering. In doing so he paid a
tribute to the President of the day, Mr. S. Ranganathan, I.-C. S,
O. B. E., one of the most distinguished alumni of the College.

4. Principal’s Report.

The Principal, Mr, H. R. Mills, M. Sc. (Lond.) read the report

detailing at length the many-sided activities of the College and its

achievements at the University and in the field of Sports and Games,
since the previous College Day:

My, President, Your Highnesses, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have much pleasure in submitting the following report on the work and

activities of this College since we celebrated College Day last year,

It wasa great disappointment to me not to have been able to share in the
celebration of College Day last year, but I am very happy on this occasion to meet the
many Old Boys and Friends of the College.

Our ever-growing College has required several additions to the staff, Dr.
G. F. Papali who was on long leave in the Bikaner State service returned tous as
Professor of English in the place of T. K. Sankara Menon who was appointed
Sarvathikariakar. We welcome three new members of the staff: Mr. T, Madhava Menon
Assistant Professor of Chemistry; Mr. A. R. Ravi Varma Thirupad, Demonstrator in Phy-
sics and Mr. P. S. Velayudhban, Assistant Professor of History. We trust their stay with us
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will be long and happy. On the debit side of our staff balance, I have to teport the retire-

ment of that staunch servant of the College, Mr. -P. S. Ramakrishna Iyer, Professor

of History, who served the College for 32 years of its 62 years of existence. Many old

students and friends may wish to hear more of the life-work of Professor Ramakrishna

Iyer and of the grand ‘Send Off’ that was accorded him, but time forbids, and I would

tefer my hearers to this term’s issue of the College Magasine. Professor T.C. Sankara
» Menon has been designated Professor of History and Economics,

This year is a record one in regard to numbers. We have now 691 students on the
rolls as against 651 last year. We have 406 in the Intermediate, 188 in the B. A. and
79 in the B.'Sc. section. The total number of women studentsis 182 as against 145

last year. There are 6 junior scholarship holders in the College, and 69 students are
enjoying half fee concessions.

In the University examinations of last March, the College maintained its usual
excellence. In the B. A. there were 68 per cent passes in English, 81 per centin
Languages, 78 per cent in Mathematics, 73 per cent in Physics, 89 per cent in Chemistry,
8o per centin Zoology, 89 per centin History and 76 per cent in Economics. In the

Intermediate Examination there were 57 per cent complete passes with 15 First Classes
i in Gr. I; 2 in Gr, II; and 2 in Gr, III.

In the B. A. Degree examination the following distinctions were gained by our
students: V. Krishna Menon—First Class, 5th in the Presidency in Part II Sanskrit,
K P. Balakrishna Menon—First Class, 1st in the Presidency in Physics. Mary Samuel—
First Class, First in the Presideney (bracketed) in Zoology. On the whole we should feel
justly proud of our University examination results. I may be permitted to express the
hope that we shall keep up this good standard and even improve it this year.

s e College Hostels, although comfortably full, are not crowded except in the

case of the inadequate Women’s Hostel. The strength of the Cosmopolitan Hostel
i8 57, the Women’s Hostel 23, and the Christian Hostel 23. The following recognized
Government Aided Hostels have been working during the pastyear: The Muslim Hostel,
the Harijan Hostel, the Sadanam and the Y. W.C. A. We are grateful to the manage-
ment of these Hostels for the care and supervision given to the College students. Certain
important improvements and repairs have been carried out in the Women’s Hostel
resulting in greater general comfort of the boarders who have been for some years putting
up with all kinds of inconveniences, The Girl Guide movement has been started in the
Hostel under the captaincy of the Superientendent. As usual the Hostels have their own
elected Office bearers, and this year in the Cosmopolitan and Christian Hostels, a daily
report is reccived by the Superintendents on the current affairs and repairs in the Hostel
written by a student janitor appointed week by week,

The - Superintendents have been at special pains to make Hostel life attractive to
students by keeping the costs as low as possible, and by fostering an atmosphere of study
and fellowship. We should like parents and students to realise that althoagh the greater
independence of ‘private lodging’ may offer some attraction to young men, yet we firmly
believe that those who once accustom themselves to the give and take, and the discipline
of an ordered corporate life, will find that it brings them both benefits and joys which
remain a treasured possession throughout life.

A serious effort has been made this year to develop a fuller and more responsible
student life. The ideal of a student Union is gradually being attained. The old High
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School block has been a God-send to the College, as we have there concentrated all things
thata College should offer its students as soor as they are relieved from the ¢lass-room or
laboratory: Students’ Refectory, Studerts’ Canteen (for men and women), Students’ Com =
mon room, Students’ notice boards, Students’ Co-operative Society, Arts Club Room, Phy-
sical Director’s Office—all these facilities Have been taken advantage of to the full, parti-
cularly the facilities offered by the Refectory which is supervisd by a Refectory Comi-
mittee. The Common Room under a studernt Secretary appears to be much appreciated.
Indoor games, magazines and newspapers have been provided in both the Staff and
Students’ Common rooms.

To co-ordinate all the student activities, including the many Societies and Chibs,
all students are made members of the Students’ Union of which the Working Committee
is the Students’ Council with a Student-President and a Vice-President.

23 Thanks to the kind co-operation of the Students’ Co-operative Society, it was

possible to publish and issue to all students, a Students’ Union Handbook giving fult

e information on all Union matters. The Handbook is also a Students’ Diary which gives

- Games fixtures and particulars of Games Clubs, Halls, College Societies and all Offic®

‘bearers. I am pleased to be able to note that the Literary and Debating Society, the

History and Economics Association, the Mathematics Association, the Englishk

Association, the Physics Association with its wireless club and photographic club, the

Bhashasahityamandalam and the Arts and Dramatic Club are all doing useful work as
in previous years.

SOCIAL SERVICE LEAGUE:—Itis to be expected that a great College like
ours ought to give its students a lead in Social Aid. With this idea in view a Social
Service League has been formed. This is comprised of about a score of volunteers from
amongst the students of all castes and creeds, who attend the Out-Patient Degzart-
ment of the Local General Hospital, assisting under proper medical supervision, ‘at the
dressing and washing of wounds, bandaging, First Aid and other humapltarlan work to
relieve suffering. 'We are thankful to the medical authorities for the encouragement
given to this scheme of practical training in Social service to our boys. About 2 dozen
students have joined the College Sea Scouts and have placed themiselves voluntarily
ander the discipline that true sailors must have. There could be no niore ideal spot
anywhere in the world for Sea Scouting than Ernakulam. We hope our small beginning
will grow.

LECTURES. The College has had the privilége of having several extra curricular
lectures this year. The inaugural address to the College Union was delivered by Mr.
Mardy jones, ex. M. P. on ‘Indo British Relationship.” The Jubilee Memborial Lecture
for the year was delivered by Sir R. K. Shanmukham Chetty, K. C. I. E., our Diwan,
the subject of his lecture being ‘Parliamentary Democracy and India’. A University
Extension Lecture was delivered by Mr. T. K. Krishna Menon, B, A., on ‘Cochin and
the New Constitution’. The Chathn Panickar Memorial Lecture for the year was deli-
vered by M. R. Ry. Vadakkankoor Rajaraja Varma Raja, the subyject of his lecture
being ‘Kesala’s Contribution to Sanskrit Literature’.

QUETTA EARTHQUAKE. In responmse to a represemtation from the locak

Quetta Earthquake Relief Fund Committee, the College organised an entertainment on
a Targe scale, and we were able toband over asum of Rs. 500 to the Relief Fund.
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Among the distinguished patron of the entertainment were Lady Chetwoe, the
Agent to the Governor General, and Sir Shanmukham Chetty.

There was a bilingual entertainment in the College Hal! in aid of the Sea Scouts
and a crowded audience enjoyed it thoroughly, This was followed a week or twolater by
a drama in support of the Bhashasahityamandalam. These efforts have given consider-
able encouragement to the theatrically minded persons in the College who have charge of

the Dramatic Society.

VISITORS. On 3oth July 1936, Rao Bahadir Dr. A. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar,
B. A, M. D, F. C. 0. G., the Ag. Vice Chancellor of the Madras University with some of the
members of the Syndicate paid aninformal visit to the College, and they were entertained,
at tea by the members of the staff.

We have had several other distinguished visitors this year: Lt. Col. W. A. M.
Garstin, the Agent to the Governor General, Madras States, Sir R. K. Shanmukham
Chett ¥, K.C.I E., the Diwan of Cochin, Professor Max Born, the famous German -
Mathematician, Diwan Bahadur S. E. Ranganadhan, Mr. K. N. Pai, the Retired Pnnmpa]
and last but not least Mr. S. Ranganathan, I. C. S., O. B. E. who visited the College this
morning.

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION. Provision is made for Foot-ball
Hockey, Cricket, Athletics, Basket Ball, Volley Ball, Badminton, Tennis, Playground
Ball, Boxing, Rowing and indoor games such as Chess, Table-tennis and Carroms for men
students. Provision is also made for Tennis, Badminton, Volley ball, Tennicoit and
indoor games for the women students.

COMPULSORY PHYSICAL TRAINING CLASSESS. For students of the

e In%te classes, compulsory physical training and games classes are held and

gcribed by th&\University. There are now over 360 men students attending these classes.
Mo

INTER-HALIL TOURNAMENTS. As mentioned in my previous report for
purposes of intra-mural competitions, the entire student body in the College is divided
into four Halls with a view to encourage an “Esprit de corps’”’ within smaller groups
under student Captains. A general sports trophy has been instituted in the shape of a
shield to be presented to the Hall (men and women) scoring the highest number of points-
This shield was purchased from money kindly granted for the purpose from the
Diamond Jubilee Fund. Tournaments were organised in the various games on the League
system at the beginning of this academic year. These tournaments evoked great

attendancL‘QdLirogress certificates are issued at the end of each year in the form pre-

~ enthusiasm among the students. Each item was keenly contested. A few more matches

in Cricket and hockey have yet to be played. In the items so far finished Barlow Hall
tops the list with Davies, Sealy, and Cruickshank halls as Sccond, Third and Fourth

respectivelys

INTER-COLLEGIATE TOURNAMENTS. Our College entered for all the four
_items, i. e., Football, Volleyball, Cricket and Hockey in the Inter-Collegiate Tournaments
orgamsed under the auspices of the Madras University last year. Our teams won in two
events, i. e., Football and Volleyball, and were Runners up in the two remaining items,
Hockey and Cricket. This year, Intercollegiate tournaments were held only in Football
Hockey aud Cricket. The College entered for all these and was successful in Football and

197




The Maharaja’s College MAGAZINE

Cricket, thus qualifying for the Presidency Semi-Finals to be held shortly at Madras.
I take this opportunity to congratulate the winning teams for their credit?.ble perfor-
mances. Th College competed for the Cochin Olympics this year and were successful in
four events, crea ting two new records for the State, :

PLAYFIELD AND:IMPROVEMENTS. The improvements to the newly
acquired site for College playgrounds have not been completed. Proposals Have been
submitted to Government for the construction of a Pavilion and Gymnasium, and I do not _
hope that before Jong this work will be completed. When thisis done we shall not only
have proper facilities for conducting our physical education programme in the College, but
we shall also be the proud possessors of one of the finest sportsfields in South India.

TUTORIAL SUPERVISION. In order to forge a closer Jink between staff and
students, a system of Tutorial supervision has been inaugurated. Itis hoped that the
newly-drawn-up scheme of ‘Tutorial Supervision’ will afford all members of staff an
opportunity of taking upon themselves those special responsibilities towards a few
students that should characterise University teaching, The Tutor will be of great service
in the College in the following ways:—

1. Terminal Reports.

2. - Disciplinary and leave supervision, : ;

3- By acting on all possible occasions as the Students’ guide, Philosopher and
friend.

ENDOWMENTS. During the year under report the following endowments have
been thankfully accepted:

acknowledges the S. K. Subramania Iyer Shashtiabdapoorthy Endowmep< for prizesin
Physics and Histrionic talent. We are grateful not only to the donors-for instituting the
prize for the encouragement of Physics and Histrionics, but also for having a suitable
commemoration of ex. Principal Mr. S. K. Sabramania Tyer,

S. K. Subramania Iyer Shashtiabdapoorthy Memorial Pyize. The Cj];?;@;;:;ly

N. 4. Pavameswara Iyer Prize. This was instituted by the Old Boys and well-
wishers of Mr. N, A. Parameswara Tyer, retired Professor of Logic of the College, and is a
prize for Logic for Senior Intermediate Students,

The Cruickshank Memorial Prize. The students and well-wishers of the late
Mr. D. M. Cruickshank bave instituted an endowment of Rs. 500 the interest accruing
from which is to be awarded as a prize to the best boy in English in the Intermediate
- Examination in March every year. 2
- Tamglad toreport that the College compound is at last “properly fenced in, and
that the work on the College gardens has started. = I hope at the next year's College Day
we shall enjoy the scent of blossoms, colourful fowers, the green lawns and the playing

of the fountains,

You will have noticed that several experiments have been tried and innovations.
introduced since last ygar. These signs of life in the College are only possible through
the good support and  hearty co-operation that I have received from my Colleagues and
from the student body. With this healthy spirit in the College together with the keen

=
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Kadir dance.

An old Kadan
and his simean friend.

=i Hog-deer dance,

— Karimangala gopuram
(4,721 ft. above sea-level; a den of Ibex.)
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interest and continued generosity of the Governnient, the Mahara.j a’s Coliege, Ernaku'am
will ever maintain its position as a premier Institute for University Education in India.

5. Presidential Address.

Mr. Ranganthan, who was given an ovation on ‘rising, spoke as
follows;

My Dear Friends,

I cannot make a speech. During the past quarter of a century, I have not
spoken more than half a dozen times, and not once, well. Here the desire to speak was
born in me; and here it died. Now in fairness to my listeners, I read my speechés.

Today, I do not expect to say anything that is note-worthy. So if there is a
reporter present in this gathering, I shall say to him; -‘Please rest your fingers’’s

Let me now tell you that I am glad to be in Ernakulam and in the old College:
I remember entering it nearly 37 years ago. Queen Victoria was alive then. It was the
year of the earthquake which, one early morning, rocked Ernakulam gently. At that
time there was Ufsavam in the temple, and drums were calling men to the Kathakali.

In those days, the school also was housed in this building: It was a full house
and there was variety in the inmates. In retrospect, the College of those days had a
feature which it began to lose after the opening of the railway line. The pupils were

mostly children of the town, and grew up playing round the temple of the Lord. I was
one of them,

I trust that my contemporaries of those far off years are happy. Somne of them
are here. Not many masters of that time, I fear, are alive. I met one of them this
mornny, He is a very old man past 8o. The masters of my High School and College
days are}lu.‘ er tous, and most of them, are, happily, with us. To them and to my
ancient contemyqraries, I send an affectionate greeting on this occasion.

The boys of my time were fine fellows and the masters kind and wise. I cannot
imagine that their successors are inferior to them.

I shall like to close on this note of optimism and good-will.

I can’t speak to you about topics which possibly worry you most at this
moment; for instance unemployment and the failure of our educational system to bring
food to the hungry. I do not see clearly.

As the years pass, I wish more and more that we had schools which did no#
encourage the competitive spirit. If I should revive my school days I should like to
belong to a school which did not bother about the percentage of passes and honours

~and which did not bave prizes of any kind, nor marks of auny kind to make boys the

least bit jealous of one another. I should like my teachers to have contentment and self
respect. Like their pupils they also should not be the least bit jealous of one another.
Above all, I should like to see them universally respected, and the other servants of the
State should set the example.

When I was a boy, there was a great uniformity in the conditions of living; for
instance teachers wore clothes of the same quality which was drab. Two of my old
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teachers carried betel leaves and -tobacco in their turbans. “Their classes were side by
side, and between the working out of sums on the black board, ‘they exchanged greetings
and betel. They were grizzled men, but they were merry and laughed often. TLerr
pupils worshipped them even after they passed out of-their classes. Those old teachers
- looked at you steadily. Their hold on their pupils was sure and did not depend on
anything external.-I believe that their tremendous power flowed out of their singleness of
vision and their conviction that they were doing a great work. They were dignity

personified. Even the parents of their pupils treated them with the respect that nof
even the Head of a Government gets today.,

In saying all this, I am thinking of the years at the end of the last century and
the very beginning of this. Competition was still a word, the meaning of which was not
fully understood. Today it has two implications — one is that in the struggle between
wolves and lambs, the wolves win; the other is that to avoid destruction, the lambs should

become wolves. The former is a harmless truism. It is the latter which entangles our
feet.

= As men live and are governed to-day, thereis not @ hope that the happiness
coming out of the satisfaction of all our wants, will be ours. For us, the path to

- happiness lies in the shedding of desires. But this requires a change in the way we loolk
at. life.

That reminds me that I bave one thing to commend to you before F close. It
comes of my experiences and I feel that it is good. The only thing worth acquiring in life is
the love of God and afferwards the love’ of one’s fellows. The love of God should come firts.
Neither of them is possible for one who is not a child. Both can be achieved. But first
you must find a GURU. Great men have lived in our country at all times. As in the
days of the Upanishads, so today. Then there are the great books that live. Togir~ s
Kerala there is NARAYANEEYAM and its great commentator, Vachasprs happily
alive. For many years he lived amongst you. His SYAMASUNDA ReA [, his UMMA-

- MAHESWARA and MARGADARSI shoutd be your constant comp~fions. If you want
more of that kind read SRIRAMAKRISHNA KATHA MRITHAM. :

Please do not think that I address my remarks only to the Hindus. I have used
the langwage of Hinduisim, as it is familiar to me. The GURU is not enknown to
the Christians and the Muskims. :

You must not travel far to find your GURU.  He exists by the side of all of use.
You should atone yourself to be linked with him. E

So I say to you having found your GURU, become children and play round the
feet of the Lord.

-The President then distributed the Prizes and the Medals to those
who had distinguished themselves at the various University Exa.mmatmns
..and College competitions and tests.

6. The Toast.

Mr, P.E@ala'kfa.nda. Menon, B. A. (OXON)., Bar-at-law, Judge of the
- Cochin Chief Court, then proposed the following felicitous toast:
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Mr. President,- Your Highnesses, Ladies and Gentlenici,

3 I consider it a very great previlege to be called upon to proposé the toast of odr
Alma Mater, the Maharaja’s College, Ernakulam. I had my early education in this
College at a time when the High School Department was attached to it. Since then
great changes have come over this institution, Even the name has been changed, and
now it is proudly called the Maharaja’s College. In the course of the past few years, it
has grown up into a full-fledged College; and I am sure no one will deny the fact that this
Callege, in its accommodation and equipment and staff has now come to occupy a
position which is second to none in the Presidency. It has got splendid laboratories
“which are probably the best in South India, and the students are provided with decent
- Hostels and one of the best playgrounds. Iam also gratified to see abundant evidence
- of Collegiate activities in the College Magazine, of the Literary Associations, and the
S3a Scouts of the College, the Social Service League and many other activities. We
‘have, at the present day, a well equipped and self-contained College which can
: ‘compete successfully with similar institutions in India. We must not forget the
= fact of the keen interest taken in its welfare by the successive Maharaja’s
of the State including the ~present Ruler, who has spared no energies
“or resources to make this one of the best Institutions of the kind. It is also our
dity, when we celebrate the College Day, to remember, with gratitude, the
great giants of this Coliege.— I mean the distinguished old Principals and Directors, and
- I must not omit the fact that it is due to the enthusiasm of the present very energetic
Principal, Mr. Mills and his assistants that the College continues to be held in very high
- esteem., I have pleasure to hear from the report just now read that we have made very
- great progress as borne out by the excellent results that have been produced. This
“College is also enrichied by the glorioﬁs and splendid records of some of its past students
and several of them have attained remarkable success. This evening’'s President, is one
gt brilliant students of this College. Several of them have by their successful
e “onourable conduct in the various activities both inside and outside Cochin-
~ planted the goO™\will and good name of this College, and itis up to you, my young
- friends to cherish thbse great traditions and ideals and to bring special rights by your
conduct and successess in life in this College. I can only repeat

Honour and esteem from no conditions vise—
Act well your part thevein all honour lies.

You maust, while you are here, cultivate study and good habit and also develop
- robust character. ‘“When wealth is lost, nothing is lost., when health is lost, something is
lost, and when character is lost, everything is lost’’ Please bear these wise words always
_ in your minds, no matter who you may be and whatever positions you may hold.
ot ; May this College continue to be the centre of our active academic life and send
' _out every year more and more young men and women of culture and high character and
Judgment to fight out their battles of life successfu'ly. I have great pleasure in
proposmg the toast of the Maharaja’s College cheers Ernakulam.

oy

T Sreemathy Leela Chettur, responded as follows on behalf ofr the
el ;pl‘:esant students: —

I rise with feelings of unique pleasure to respond to the toast so happily proposzd
= by Justice Mr. Neelakanda Menon. It need hardly be said that the phenomenal de-
~ velopment p_f women’s education in the State is fully reflected in the ever increasing
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number of women students that underge training in this institution. To the distin~
guished president of the day, who passed through the portals of this college a few de-
cades ago the number of women students now o1 the rolls, may come as a surprise—
may I hope a pleasant surprise! But I Jam confident he will agree with me in thinking;
that this is'a sure sign of progress and not of deterisration. The women’s Hostels
attached to the College, the special arrangements m#de for the women’s games and

women's extramural activities in the College, and the generous number of seats given .

to us in the newly constituted Students’ Souncil bear out this fact.

The rapid increase in the number of women students in the recent years hag
in fact led some to suggest that thereis need for a separate College for -women. But
allow me to voice the sentiments of my sisters that a move in this direction will meet=
with resentment, that it so richly deserves. Sir Shanmukham Chetty has remarked.
that the Maharaja’s College forms the intellectual centre of the State, and we hope
the nucleus of a future University; and to cut off at one stroke the feminine section of
this institution would be converting it into a barren receptacle of intellectual cramming,

The unfailing courtesy shown to us by the men-students and teachers, and
the remarkables cordiality that exists within the four walls of this College are sure
signs of our united anbition to raise the prestige of this institution to still higher
levels rather than dismember the College along the lines of an ancient prudishness.
For, towards the building up of the traditions of this College the women students also
have their share to contribute, and I am confident that the large number of us entering
the portals of this Institution year after year are moulding and perfecting these cherished
traditions in a manner worthy not only.of Malabar but also of our dear Mother Land.

Mr. C. G. Sivadasan, Class II, also spoke in response.

Dr. G. F. Papali, Joint Secretary of the College Day Co
proposed a vote of thanks. This was followed by a “acy Dress
Competition, at which Mr. P. A. Mathew, Class II, whe*impersonated
a Kabuli woman, was awarded the first prize. Mr. M. =, David called for
three cheers to His Highnsss the Maharaja and to the Day’s President,
which were lustily responded to.

7. Entertainments

The celebrations terminated with a triple dramatic programme
that was successfully gone through at night. The Hall was crowded to its
capacity, although the previous night had been specially reserved for the
present students’ entertainment.

As the curtain rose at 9 P. M, the audience were feasted to a most
gorgeous and spectacular display of celour, song and light, which formed
the chief characteristic of the Musical Drama, Seeths Kalyanam in Tamil
enacted by the Lady Students of the College. Rama and Sita were
impersonated by Misses T. Sarojini and T. C. Suseela respectively who
were awarded special appreciative medals by Sry. V. K. Lekshmlkutty
Naithyaramma, the consort of H. H. the Elaya Raja of Cochin. :




The College Day, 1936

The English Farce was an adaptation of Moliere’s The Scamp
which afforded scope for uprorious laughter and great hilarity in the
Hall. Mr. T. A. Mathew in the title role acted his difficult part to

perfection, and deserved the medal that was awarded to him.

The Malayalam Farce was a homely satire on the clash between

a half-educated youth and his old-fashioned servant, Kittu,
part was dexterously played by Mr. A. R. Balakrishna Menon.

whose
He too

was awatded a medal; while another was given to Mr. K. Bhaskaran who
impersonated Kurup, the young hopeful. Mr. M. Krishna Nambisan was
impressively realistic in the role of Cherotti Amma, the central female

character in ‘‘#lgafleado anlogowe’’.

The Entertainments were in the hands of the College Arts
and Dramatic Club, with Prof. T.C. Sankara Menon as Convener,
Messrs M. Balakrishnan Nair, K. J. Augustine, K. S. Marar and
- M. Krishna Menon and Miss C. Thankom rendered invaluable help as

producers of the different dramas.
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Arrangements are being made to bring the list of

old students of the College up to date, and all old students
are requested to communicate their present addresses to

the undersigned. Such of the old students as have nof

requested to get themselves enrolled either as Life

Members by paying a consolidated subscription of Rs. 6

,

or as ordinary members by paying an annual subscription

L 7
~ { ANNAPPEAL.
% d Students of the College.
&
%

of 8 as, to the Secretary as early as possible.

Secretary, Old Students’ Association,
Paliam Road, Ernakulam.
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yet enrolled themselves as members of the Association are %
&3

qg ~ — N. PARAMESWARAN MOOTHATH, B. A., B. L,
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COLLEGE NOTES

1. H. H the Maharaja’s Brithday.

The seventy-fifth birthday of H. H. the Maharaja of Cochin
was celebrated in this Institution” with the hoisting of the Cochin
Flag early on the morning of January 11th followed by an assemly:
of the staff and students in the College Hall, at 10 A. M., when a
resolution of loyal greetings was passed, and cheers given to His
Highness,

In the afternoon the staff attended the levee held by the
Maharaja in the Durbar Hall, Ernakulam, and individvally offered
the Ruler their respectful homage.

As His Highness, accompanied by the Agent to the Governor
General, Mrs. Skrine and Sir Shanmukham Chetty, the Diwan,
entered the Durbar Hall grounds for the evening’s Garden Party,
he was encircled by the men-students of the College who leaped
a round him a spirited New Zealand Maori Dance, involATg the
All-Powerful to preserve and prosper the Maharaj The boys
had made many spirited rehearsals in the spork field and the
College quadrangle and the final performance W1th voeiferous
greetings in true student manner greatly pleased His Highness
and all those within the ring. The boys were disposed in four
concentric circles, the members of the Students’ Council forming
the innermost ring, the B. A.and B. Sc., students coming next ;
- the senior Intermediates making the third ring, and the J umors
~ dancing on the larger outer circle.

* * * *

ol

‘9. Staff. :
The English and Language Departments continued to be
understaffed during this term on account of the absence on privilege
leave of three members of the English and two members of the

: Malayalam staff;- A substitute for Malayalam arrived in the
- person of Vidwan G. Sankara Kurup, while the Principal, in the
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emergency, took a few classes in English trying his hand now

‘at Ruskin’s *Sesame and Lilies’, and now at John Drinkwater’s

‘Abraham Lincoln’— texts for the Intermediate.

* * *

3. University Extension Lectures.

- Three courses of well-attended lectures were held during
this term under the auspices of the University Extension scheme:

Swami Agamananda of the Ramkrishna Mutt delivered
three lectures on Sri Sankara, his life and thought, on 7th, 9th and
12th January 1937.

Mr. R. C. Bristow, C. I E., &¢., Administrative Officer and
Harbour Engineer-in-Chief, Cochin Port, delivered a course

of three lectures on Cochin Harbour on Thursdays beginning with
14th January 1937. - : :

Three lectures were given by Rao Sahib 1. N. Menon, M. A.,
B. LITT. (Oxon.), Director of Public Instruction, Cochin State, on
Democracy, its Ethical and Political Significance on 8th and 15th
Tebruary, and 2nd March 1937.

™ The Chathu Panikkar Memorial lecture _was delivered by

Mr. V. M. Kuttikrishna Menon, B. A., on é#03o0laal MSMEH—

@™ a0 8 ORI N 10| aMIBEBS 0.

4. Visitors

Ome of the distinguished visitors to the College this term

was Sir Mirza Ismail, the Dewan of Mysore, who was taken
round the College by the Director of Public Instruction and
the Principal. He was much interested to see this Institution
at work.

Mrs. C. P. Skrine, wife of the A.G.G. Madras States,
visited us one afternoon, and was shown round by Mr. ‘&: Mrs. :
‘Mills and Miss Thankom, Asst. Professor.

The Agent to the Governor-General, Mr. C. P, Skrine,
I.C. S, O. B. E, did our Sea Scouts the honour of a visit to their

- camp on the Willingdon Island early in January (see'_sepé.‘r'ate

reports).
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He gave the Valedictory Address to the College Societies
and gave away the Prizes to the winners at the several
competitions in Essay-writing, Ha fempore speaking, Versification
Elocution, Music and Painting.

Mr. Skrine spoke inspiringly on ¢ Geography and Travel’
giving lively anecdotes drawn from his own experiences in
Central Asia and Chinese Turkestan, and elsewhere, and concluded
with a recommendation for the formation of a Geographical
Society in the College.

He also unveiled a portrait of Professor, P. S. Ramakrishna
Iyer, presented by his pupils and admirers of the Historical and
Economic Society.

4, Farewell, and Au Revoir.

Leave-taking, during the last term, necessarily leads to a
series of Teasand Photographs, which strain inordinately one’s capa-
city for the sweet things, and tries one’s patience—or impatience—
with the camera man. It isnoteasy to put on one’s best smile
on these last days; yet we spent many happy evenings in one

another’s company, men and, women students vying with ong._ S

another to make the ‘Socials’ really memorable and enjo?a'.—i)le.
As some one remarked, the earth these days looked lgsS like an
orange and more like a laddoo. ; o

We offer the outgoing Semors the B. As., B. Scs., and the
Inters. every luck in their respective Exammat]ons and prosper-
ous careers thereafter; the Juniors we expect to come out success-
ful in the promotion examinations and return to the College in
June, healthier, brighter and happier than ever! Farewell, and
Au Revoir ]

: — The Editor.
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EXCHANGES,

THE SCHOLAR, PALGHAT.,

THE GOSHRI ScouT, COCHIN.

VISWA BHARATHI NEWS, SANTINIKETAN.
HINDU COLLEGE MAGAZINE, MASULIPATAM.,
THE NEW REVIEW, CALCUTTA.

KAIRALI, TRICHUR.

GOVERNMENT BRENNEN COLLEGE MAGAZINE,
TELLICHERY.

MYSORE ECONOMIC JOURNAT, BANGALORE.

' GOVT. VICTORIA COLLEGE MAGAZINE, PALGHAT.

THE OLD COLLEGE MAGAZINE, TRIVANDRUM.
AMERICAN COLLEGE MAGAZINE, MADURA.

THE HINDU THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE MAGAZINE,
MYLAPORE.

THE LITTLE FLOWER, PERUMPADAPPU,
PALLURUTHI.

THE DUNGAR COLLEGE MAGAZINE, BIKANER.

THE SOCIAL ORDER, ALLAHABAD.

MADRAS LLAW COLLEGE MAGAZINE, MADRAS.

MAGAZINE OF UNIVERSITY STUDENTS' UNION, =
VIZIANAGRAM.

NATIONAL COLLEGE MAGAZINE, TRICHINOPOLY,
PRESIDENCY COLLEGE MAGAZINE, MADRAS,

A GOVERNMENT COLLEGE MISCELLANY, MANGALORE.
ST. JOSEPH’S COLLEGE MAGAZINE, TRICHINOPOLY.
THE LLIGHT OF THE EAST, RANCHI.

~ 7
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“To see the world in a grain of sand,
And Heaven in a wild flower;

Hold infinity in she palm of your hand,
And eternity in an hour. ”
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“ Foiled by our fellowmen, depressed, outworn
We leave the brutal world to take its way,
And — patience! — in another life, we say

The world shall be thrust down, and we upborne
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“In man’s soul arise

August anticipations, symbols, types
Of a dim spendour ever on before
In that eternal circle life pursues ”
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