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“On the 18th Vrichigom 584 M. E. the
Ooranma managers met the Raja of Travancore
at Attingal and granted-him the right of appointing
Melcoima over the temple which was subsequently |
transferred to Chief of Vangipuzha House, who now
~sends as his representative or Samudayam as he is
called a Potti Brahmin.”
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These Devaswoms became possessed of immense
wealth and landed property, to which latter numer-
ous tenants were aftached and who established
themselves as ryots or subjects, so much so, that the
Devaswom managers and trustees enacted rules and

 laws for the management of the Devaswom Property

and began to enforce these laws independent of the
King within the limits of their landed property.
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) Tradition shows that the lifo- and property  of
the Devaswom tengnts were at the mercy of the

Devaswom community. = In every pagoda before the
commencement of the annunal ulsavam festival which

generally begins by a flag being hoisted, such of the
Devaswom tenants as had committed any breach of
the Devaswom rules, were gibbetted  before the

hoisting of the flag and the commencement of the

Ulsdavam. By such arbitrary conduct of the Deva-
- sweom. people the sovereign power was overshadowed
and the King became indifferent to the mode in

which affairs were administered within  the juris-

diction of Devaswom lands.”

N aadleam.
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