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* For my part I am unable to find the slightest interest
or the most rudimentary importance in thé questions whether
the Mr. W. H. of the dedication was the Earl of Pembroke,
and if so, whether he was also the object of the majority of
the sonnets; whether the “dark lady” the ‘woman coloured
ill’, was Miss Mary Fitten: whether the rival poet was Chap-
man. Very likely all these things are true: very likely not -

~one of them is true. They are impossible of settlement,
and if they were settled they would not in the slightest degree
affect the poelical beauty and the human interest of the
sonnets. N
(History of Elizabethen Literature, Page 162) E
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