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Group photo taken when the College Prize Day was celebrated on 26—2—'37. Rao Bahadur Dr. T. M. K. Nedungadi
: who presided and Mrs. Nedungadi who gave away the prizes are seen seated at the centre.
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The College Prize Day,

26th February 1937.

What with the simple but tasteful decorations and what with. the large
gathering of ladies and gentlemen, of teachers and students, the college quadrangle
presented a gay and lively appearance on the evening of Friday; 26th February,
when the Prize Day was celebrated under the pLeszdency of Rao Bahadur
Dr. T. M. K. Nedungadi. s : : : P

The president and Mrs. W. B. Nedungadi were received by the- Prmcipal ab
the Guruvayurappan Hall portico and garlanded and a’ group photo,“was  taken.
The function commenced with a prayer recited by one of the students, after
which the Principal welcomed the guests. - The president then made afew intro-
ductory remarks and the report on the working of the college during the past aca-
demic year was read by the Principal. This was followed by music, both vocal and
instrumental. With 8. Rangarajan of the Senior Intermediate class as the
violinist and C, A- Narayanan of the Junior Intermediate class and S. Vasudevan of
the Fifth Form as the vocalists, the performance was of a high order of excellence
and was greatly appreciated. It is only on such occasions that the latent talents
of our students are brotight to light. A fancy dress competition which came next
and in which the students who took part therein acquitted themselves very well,
was really a source of amusement to one and all. - Young folk are always good imi:
tators and the fancy dress competitors were no exception. - The prizes—and there
was quite a large number of them—were then given away by Mrs. Nedungadi
amidst acclamations. With the president’s concluding speech, the proposal of
cheers and the singing of the National Anthem, the pleasant function came to a
close at 7 p. m.
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Principal’s Reporl on the working of the College during
the year 1935—36.

Conformably to the long-standing practice, I have very great pleasure in
placing before you, as briefly as possible, the most salient points in connection with
the working of this institution during the year 1935—386. I am sure that, as the
guardians of the present students and as the ‘old boys’ of this college, many of you
who are present here will like to hear what I have to say. You may take it from
me that I shall not tax your patience, as it is not in my nature to be long-winded.

Strength. March March March March Present
1933 1934 1985 1936 Strength.
College. 124 143 113 102 141
School. 727 738 796 825 882
Total 851 881 909 9217 1023

It is curious that, while the ‘school’ strength has been very steadily increas-
ing, the ‘college’ strength fell considerably in March, 1935 and 1936, but has un-
expectedly increased this year on account of the large number of admissions into
the Junior Intermediate class in June and July last. In the report which I pre-
sented at a similar function last year, I ventured to remark that the fall in the
‘college’ strength might be due to the decrease in the utilitarian value of
University education and the increase of poverty in the country. Seeing that 86
students have been admitted into the Junior Intermediate class this year as against
62 last year, I am afraid T have to revise my opinion and say that these “ups and
downs’ in strength mean nothing in particular and that perhaps it does not eerve
any useful purpose to try to account for these phenomena. I must, howevert
point out that a rush of students for admission into the college section does no,
appear to me to be a healthy sign, for many of them rush in, not because they

consider themselves fit for a University course, but because they do not know, nor

do their guardians, what else they could do. The fault is not theirs at all. It is
entirely the fault of our present educational system which compels them to move
in ong particular grove withoat allowing them opportunities of exhibiting their
latent talents in other directions. The whole question of educational reconstruc-
tion is now being seriously considered by the Government and it may not be long
before wholsome changes are introduced which will enable our young hopefuls to
get into various walks of life not thought of hitherfo, without going in for hi‘gher

University education for which many of them may have no liking whatsoever- It

may also be that the changes to be introduced will help the solution of the unem-
ployment problem and effectively prevent an increase in the number of ‘learned
beggars’.
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The report which I placed before you last year referred to the possibility
or rather the probability of a ‘Natural Science Section’ for the college department
being opened in June next. I deeply regret to say that the idea has to be given
up for the time being, There is no doubt that such a section will meet a long-felt
want in this institution and increase its popularity and usefulness. There is no
doubt also that the college is bound to have such a section ere very long.

Scholarships. 16 scholarships under the rules and the ‘Chowghat
Scholarship’ were awarded. There were 10 Government scholarship holders.
41 poor and deserving students were granted full and half fee concessions. 4 boys
of ex-military men and 32 boys of the Zamorin’s family were free scholars, In
this connection, may I take the liberty of suggesting that a fund may be raised
for giving afternoon lunch to some of the very poor pupils who cannot afford to
have even one square meal a day ? I appeal to the philanthropic ‘old boys’ of this
college to take the initiative, as a move in this direction will be real charity .
indeed.

 Ezamination Results. 41 students appeared for the Intermediate Examin-
ation of March last. Of these, 17 passed in full, 8 of them in the Frst Class, while.
16 passed in one or two of the three parts. The percentage of success in each of
the various subjects was as follows ;

English—>51 ; Banskrit—73; Malayalam 73; Mathematics—61; Physics—62;
Chemistry—79 ; Liogic—83 ; Modern History—86 ; Indian History—100 ; Ancient
History—67. Also 2 students won distinction in Mathematics, 9 in Physics.
and 9 in Chemistry.

In the 8. 8. L. C. Public Examination, 39 students were declared eligible
for admission to a University course of study, out of 94 who had appeared.

It is generally supposed that examination results are the only unerring
tiests of the efficiency of an educational institution, but, as I said in my report last
year, our present day examinations are nothing more than memory tests. Speak-
ing about the reorganisation of examination system at the 12th All-India Educa-
tional Conference at Gwalior, Mr. Ziaudin Ahmed, Vice-Chancellor of the Aligarh
University said regarding examinations: “Their failure as means of school pro-
motion, as tests of entrance to Universities, as instruments of selection to the
professions, has been recently established in America and in different European
countries............... In India hardly anything has yet been done. I earnestly
appeal to all educationists to undertake serious investigations of the many aspects
of the problem so that the element of chance may be eliminated and examinations
- may become effective measuring instruments.,” 1 do admit that examinations
must continue to be part and parcel of our educational system and that they are a
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‘necessary evil’, but unless healthy refarms are introduced, they cannot be re-
lied on as infallible guides in efficiency tests. Those of you who are interested
in the subject of examinations will do well to read the pamphlet, “An Examination
of Examinations” by Sir Philip Hartog and Dr. E. C. Rhodes whose enquiries
have clearly establisbed the absolute unreliability of the marking system.

Library and Reading Room. 854 books for the High School were added
to the library during the year. The intreduction of “library periods” in the
High School classes making extra reading during working hours compulsory,
necessitated this addition. The ‘library periods’ are certainly good in theory but
their practical utility remains to be seen It is hoped that, with this innovation,
love of books and love of reading books other than text books will revive among
our students and enable them to improve their style and express their ideas clearly,
forcefully and without mistakes of grammar and idiom. The disappearance of the
reading habit mainly accounts for the present deterioration in the standard of
attainment of school boys and these compulsory library periods may help some of
them at least to cultivate the reading habit without which no improvement is
possible.

39 books were presented to the College library by Miss Barber to whom,
on behalf of the Management, I tender our heartfelt thanks.
The following newspapers and magazines were subseribed for :
- v

Newspapers: 1. The Hindu
2, The Champion
3. Kerala Patrika

Magazines : Foreign Indian
1. The Illustrated London News 8. KEducational Review
2. Tit Bits 9. Modern Review
3. The Strand 10. The Scholar
4, Review of Reviews 11. Indian Historical Quarterly
5. The Wide World 12. Journal of Indian History
6. John O’Liondon’s Weekly

7. Scientific American

In addition, several other magazines were received here in exchange for
the College Magazine.

Debating Societies: The College and High School Debating Societies did
their work satisfactorily during the year. Attendance at the meetings was made
compulsory, as students usually fight shy of them, failing to realise the educative
value and usefulness of such societies which, consequently, are, more often than
not, thrown into the background.







The College Badminton Team
who won the shield in the tournament played at Kottayi on 1—11 —36.
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Sports and Games: Careful attention is paid to physical culture and the
students are afforded ample opportunities of developing their physique. Several
games are played here, even though the want of a good playground stands in the
way of full scope being given for sufficient practice in games like football, hockey
and cricket. The cricket team of this college won the cup in the ‘Rukmini
Memorial Cricket Tournament’ played at Palghat on 20—2—'36. As ill luck
would have it, the team got defeated this year and lost the cup. To wipe off the dis-
grace of this defeat, as it were, the badminton team scored a splendid victory and
won the shield in the tournament played at Kottayi on 1 —11—'36. As usual, the
students took an active part in the West Coast Sports and Tournaments and
acquitted themselves fairly well. They also participated in several other tourna-
ments outside, including the Inter-Collegiate Football Tournament recently
organised by the University of Madras. Itis worthy of mention that in the latter,
our football team came out successful, defeating the ‘\(Iangalore team. It will
thus be seen that every enmcouragement .is given to our-boys to improve their
health. Even the girls here are not neglected. A"Physicra.l; Instructress has been
appointed to look after the girls who, I am glad to say, have now begun to evince
a keen interest in physical activities. One novel feature of the ‘cbllefge sports this
year was the participation in them by the girls, some of whom are to receive
prizes today for their athletic skill. T sincerely hope that this feature will be
continued on a grander scale in the years to c;ome' and that the girls will prove
themselves no whit inferior, if not superior, to the boys on the pﬁyéical side as
well. The games committee under the enthusiastic lead of the Physmal ‘Director,
Mr. T. Sankunni Kurup, deserve all praise for their excellent work a.ndla.m
specially thankful to them. ‘

It may also interest you to know that an attempt has been ma,de this year
to bring together the ‘old boys’ and the new. ' Three or four items in sports were
conducted for the ‘old boys’ alone and a well-contested football match was played
between a team of ‘old boys’ and the college team in which the former won by three
goals to two. The idea is quite a good one and I have every reason to hope that it
will be not only given effect to herea.ftet- but will'also be considerably improved.

Hostel. There were only 15 boa.rders la.st year. The: ‘Hostel strength has
been going down and even in splte of the mcrea,se in the strength of the college
classes this year, there are at a present only 14 boarders.

Some College Functions. (1) An Unveiling Ceremony. A portrait of Mr,
W. Erlam Smith, m, A, late Director of Public Instruction, who laid the found.
ation stone of the Guruvayurappan Buildings was unveiled in the Guruvayurappan
Hall by Mr. A, R. MacEwen, 1. 0. 8., Collector of Malabar, on 4—10—'85.



6

(2) Prize Day. The college Prize Day was celebrated on the20—2—'36
in the presence of a large and distinguished gathering. Mr. W. K M. Langley,
M. L. C., presided and gave away the prizes.

. (3) Silver Jubilee of His Late Majesty King George V. This was celebrated
in the Guruvayurappan Hall on 6—5—"35.

Buildings. It was thought at the time when the ‘Guruvayurappan
Buildings’ were in progress that the accommodation problem would be completely
solved after the buildings were completed. Now that they are complete, it is found
that accommodation is not enough, and three of the lower classes are held in the
Guruvayurappan Hall. The strength of the institution is increasing steadily and
it is necessary to build a few more class rooms. Festina Lente.

Tutorial Classes. For the first time in the history of this college, tutorial
classes in English for the Sixth Form students and in Mathematics for the Senior
Intermediate students were opened ‘with the permission of the Board of Manage-
ment. They were of very great help to the students concerned.

Staff Council. There were monthly meetings of the Staff Council and one
of the important matters discussed was the starting of & Co-operative Store for the
college. Thanks to the enthusiasm of the Staff, a store has been brought into
existence and is now working satisfactorily under the name of
“The Zamorin's College Co-operative Stores, Ltd.” Students’ requisities and other
articles for college use are sold and the accounts are scrutinised by the Co-operative
Department, The ‘Staff Conncil’ and the ‘Co-operative Stores’ are both conducive
to a spirit of co-operation and mutual good will among the staff and the students
whose combined efforts are so necessary for the smooth working of the college,

The College Magazine. Liast year, I stated in my report that the College
Magazine continued to be an ‘ill-fed child. This was but too true, for there was
only one issue last year, the three numbers having been combined and published
in March. The Editors, Mr. M. P. Sivadasa Menon and Mr. T. V. Rayarappa
Kurup, having expressed their desire to be relieved of the editorial work, the Staff
Council considered the matter and resolved to form two committees, one known
as the ‘Bditorial Committee’ consisting of T members, 2 being studenté, with the
Principal as the ez-officio editor-in-chief and the other known as the ‘Managing
Committee, with the Principal as the ez-officio president. It was also decided that
the magazine be issued twice a year, one in October and the other in March. The
first number for this year has come out and the second is in the press. Let me
hope that the magazine will thrive and prosper under the careful supervision of
the Editorial and Managing Committees. ; '
































































































































































































































































































































































