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The poet is, in a sense, the epitome of the imaginative
life of his age and nation; and indeed it may be said that in
what may be called his raw materials his thought, imagination,
and sentiment—his countrymen co-operate in his work., A great
poem is, in fact, an image of national feeling; the inward life
of your pation is reflected not less clearly in the course of our
poetry than its outward growth in the achievements of its
laws, arms, and commerce.
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‘We do not maintain that the marked tendency in the
part of the younger writers to keep closely in touch with the
significent movements of our time is not a good thing. Pro-
vided that these sympathies are spontaneous and not dog—
matically forced, they will prove a fertile source of
inspiration-
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