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Ghe Reserve Bank and
Agricultural Credit

KT Cyriac, « Mo A Bl
1

HE establishment of the Reserve Bank of India in
1935 has introduced a new factor in tie machinery of Agri-
cultural Credit in this country. As the central bank of India,
it is in ultimate control of the country’s currency and credit
policy. The utility and service of the Bank will be determined
and measured largely by the extent to which it promotes the
economic welfare of the agriculturists, and, in particular,
develops the rural occupations and industries. The progress
of the rural population has came to be intimately bound up
with the availability of adequate credit at cheap rates. Hence
one of the essential functions of the Bank is to extend and
cheapen the credit facilities of the agriculturists of the
country.
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The credit needs of ‘the agriculturists are various, and
they may be classified, on the basis of the time-alement, as
short, intermediate and long term credit.  The agriculturist
requires short term and intermediate credit to mest current
outgoings of agricultural production like the purchase of
seeds, manures, live stock, dead stock, the payment of wages,
efc., and long term credit for the purchase of land, the acqui-
sition of costly equipments, consolidation and improvement
of holdings and repayment of past debt. Ha requires credit,
either short term, intermediate or long term, for marketing
and movement of his produce as well as for small, rural, and
cottage industries.

Of the various agencies now supplying this large
volume of rural credit, the money-lenders, the indigenous
bankers and the co-operative banks including the land-
mortgage banks, are the most important. But agricultural
finance as supplied by these sources labours under various
defects. Indigenous bankers lend at usurious rates, and the
co-operative banks have succeeded neither in extending their
operations widely nor in reducing tha rates of intarast to the

. level which it should have been broughtt>. The main part,
- then, the Reserve Bank has to play in ths schams of agri-

cultural credit is to bring all thess eradit agencies in the
country within the ambit of its influence and extend the
advantages of central banking first to them, and through
them to the agriculturists. ;

The supreme importance of the Reserve Bank in the
scheme of rural credit is given statutory recognition by the
creation of a separate Agricultural Credit Deapartment to the
Bank. The functions of this department are, tirstly, to
maintain an expert staff to study all questions of agricultural
credit and be available for consultation by the Cantral
Government, Local Governments, Provincial Co-operative
Banis and other banking organisations; secondly. to co-ordi-
nate the operations of the Bank in connection with the agri-
cultural credit and its relations with Provineial Co-operative
Banks and other organisations engaged in the business of
agricultural credit. Further, theBank has been invested with
the duty of submitting to the Governor-General-in-Council
a report with proposals, if it thinks fit. for legislation on the

(o}



The Reserve Bank and Agricultural Credit 3

extensi_on of the provisions of the Act relating to Scheduled
Banks, to persons and firms, not being scheduled banks,
engaged in British India, in the business of banking, and on
the improvement of the machinery for dealing with agricult-
ural finance and methods for effecting a closer connection
between agricultural enterprise and the operations of the
Bank. The total of these latter clauses is that the Reserve
Rank has to formulate a scheme for dealing with  the indige-
nous bankers and the co-operative banks.

I1

The relations between the Reserve Bank and the indi-
‘genous bankers shall be considered first. The scheme of
contact with the indigenous bankars proposed by the Reserve
Bank is contained in the two communiques published by the
Bank in the months of May and September 1937. In them,
the Bank recognizes the importance of the role the indigenous
banker plays in the financial and economic structure of India,
and admits thatif the credit-machinery of India is to be
properly organised and completed, it is essential that he
should have a definite place in it. The schedu’ed banks will
not be able t> hand'e the whole of India’s finance directly on
the lines of banks in more highly organised countries suc¢h as
thea U. K. or U. 3. A. But while conceding the importance
of the indigenous bankers, the Reserve Bank finds it difficult,
as conditions exist at present, to deal with them direct. Their
vast number, the highly personal and fluid character of their
business, and other featurss entail the creaticn of a large and
costly staff. But if the indigenous bankers organise them-
selves on the lines in which the scheduled banks have done
with regard to their business, resources, reserves, audit and
other matters, the Bank would then gladly deal direct with
tham. Until that is achieved the Bank proposed in the May
communique an alternative scheme of financing the indige-
nous banker through an intermediate agency, the scheduled
banks, which will share the financial responsibility and
undaertake the mnecessary control. Under section 17 of the
Roaserve Bank Act, there are two kinds of Bills or Promissary
Notes with which the Reserve Bank is empowered to deal.

n
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The first consists of bona—fide Trade Bills originating with a
merchant or an agriculturist and endorsed by the indigenous
banker and re-discounted with a scheduled bank. In this
case, while the Reserve Bank would not require the nature of
the transaction to be set out in the document itself, the sche-
duled banks would be responsible for its genuineness. The
second group of Bills would originate with the indigenous
banker himself in the form of a promissary note with a possi-
ble second signature and discounted by a scheduled bank.-
These should help local trade or agriculture.

Under the scheme proposed, such documents would not
be definitely discounted by the Bank.but it would merely make
demand-advances to the scheduled banks against theirsecurity,
with the result that the scheduled banks would be responsible
for the collection of thase Bills on their maturity. To prevent
the scheduled banks from over-trading either generally or in
respect of one particular commodity or allowing any indivi-
dual customer to over-trade, they would have to classify the
Bills presented for discount and keep ths Reserve Bank °
informed of their total advances under each head. Such
advances would at first be of a seasonal nature only and
should be cleared at the end of the normal season of the
commodity in respect of which they had been made. Further,
the scheduled banks should inform the Bank in advance of
the amount which they would require. so that there shall be
no over-trading by them in the hopa that they would secure
accommodation from the Bank to any extent. The principle
is, the scheduled banks must opﬂrate primarily and ordinarily
on their own resources. -

The main object =f the scheme is that the scheduled
banks, which benefit under it in the first instance, should
pass on these benefits in a large measure to the indigenous
bankers for whose benefit the scheme is being primarily
devised. To prevent their exploitation by the scheduled
banks, the indigenous bankers can organise themsslves on a
business basis and the Reserve Bank can refuse to accept
paper for such advances if the scheduled banks have dis—
counted such paper at more than a reasonable margin above
the Bank Rate. say, by 2 or 21 per cent.
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The September communique lays down the conditions
which the indigenous bankers have to fulfil to be lirtked
directly to the Reserve Bank. The first condition is that
these bankers must confine their business to banking proper
by making their principal business the accepting of deposits
and generally adopting modern banking methods. Though to
a certain extent such bankers take deposits from the public,
they depend to a much larger extent either on their own
resources or on loans from outside agencies. ~ But so long as
this is the case, the Reserve Bank does not consider them
eligible for central banking facilities. Further, any other
non-banking business they might be conducting should be
wound up within a reasonabla time. Again, they must
maintain proparly audited accounts and the Bank will have
the right to inspect their accounts and call for information
from them. They must file with the Reserve Bank the
periodical statements prescribed for scheduled banks, and
publish the returns prescribed for banking companies. The
Raserve Bank would also passess the right of regulating their
business cn banking lines. For a period of five years from
the date of their registration, they will be entitled to open
account with it and be subjsct to the same conditions as the
scheduled banks. But during this period they need not fur-
nish the compulsory deposits with the Bank. unless their
time and demand liabilities are five times or more in excess
of their capital. In the case of indigenous bankers not in-
corporating themselves under the Company Act, they would
have to file a statement stating their capital, and the names
and the extent of interest of their business partners. But
under any circumstance bankers with a capital of less than
two lakhs need not apply for direct relations.

If the indigenous bankers satisfy these conditions. they
will enjoy re-discounting facilities with the Bank, the right
ty secure advances against governmant paper. and remittance
facilities like those of the scheduled banks.

Where indigenous bankers do not organise themselves
on these lines, they might be given the opportunity of deve-
loping their discount business by agresing to accept paper
bearing names of approved parties through a scheduled bank.
If the indigenous bankars furnish the scheduled banks details

2
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concerning their business, better co-operation will be ensured
between the indigenous bankers and the scheduled banks and
through them with the Reserve Bank. Further, they might
organise themselves on a joint-stock basis into discount
companies and the Bank would then discount their paper
presented through such companies subject to the ordinary
central banking principles.

=

111

The main duty of the Reserve Bank in relation to the
co-operative movement is to give effect to the provisions of
sections 17 of the Act in so far as they affect co-operative
finance, and to make under section 55 suitable recommenda-—
tions for the improvemeant of the schemea if necessary. Under
section 17, inland Bills of exchange and promissary notes
bearing two or more signatures,one of which is that of a Pro-
vincial Co-operative Bank, can be purchased, sold and re-
discounted by the Bank. But they should have bean drawn
or issued for the purposs of financing seasonal agricultural
operations, or the marketing of crops, and must mature
within nine months from the dats of such purchase or
re-discount. Again, the Bank can make lcans or advances on
demand or on the expiry of fixed periods not exceeding thres
months to States in India, local authorities. scheduled banks
and provineial co-operative banks, against approved sscurity.
Such securities'include trust securities, bills of exchangs and
promissary notes such as are eligible for purchase or re-dis-
count by the Bank, and also promissary notes of any scheduled

~bank or a provineial co-operative bank. These latter should
be supported by documents of titles to goods given as security
to any such bank for credit granted for bona-fide commercial
or trade transactions.or for the purpose of financing seasonal
agricultural operations or the marketting of erops.

The attitude of the Reserve Bank towards Co-operation
is explained in the preliminary Raport published by it under
section 95 of the Act. = The essence of it is that the Bank
finds numerous defects in the working of the movement and
unless and until such defects are removed on the lines indica-
ted by the Bank. no tangible help can be given to it either
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with regard to ths supply of short term credit or long term
credit. - The essential reform required is that co-operative
credit societias should transfer the function of supplying
long-term credit to land-mortgage banks. The Bank also
emphasises th> necessity of loans being strictly limited to
cultivation finance, of estimating the normal income from
crop and normal cost of cultivation to prevent overfinancing,
of refusing to make advances which cannot be repaid in one
year, of issuing all loans in instalmants as money is required
for each purpose and not in one lump sum, of taking strong
steps for realising arrears, of allowing extansions only in case
of crop failure certified by the Co-operative Department, of
showing tstal amount of loans extanded owing to crop failure
separately in all accounts, of restricting borrowing to a single
agency, and of taking action against borrowers disposing of
the produce without repaying the co-operative loan. There
is some justification of the Bank’s view when the problem of
overdues is considered. While on June 30th, 1932, the over-
due loans in agricultural societies amounted to only 33 per
cent. of their working capital and 40 per cent. of total loans
due by individuals, by June 30, 1934 they had gone up to 38
per cent. and 48 par cent. respactively.

The attitude of the Bank is construed as virtual refusal
t5 finance co-operative societies, and therefore the All India
Cs-operative conference held at Bangalore recently, recorded
its fesling of disappointment with the Raport and requested
the Bank to give effect to the provisions of section 17 of the
Act, so as to provide through the Provincial Co-operative
Banks agricultural finance on the sacurity of co-operative
paper of prescribed staniards and eligibility. The conference
also brought to the notice of the Bank the necessity of pro-
viding Provincial Co-operative Banks short credit at special
concession rata for the purposs of developing marketing so-
cieties. on the security of promissary notss bearing the
signature of Provincial Co-operative Banks supported by
documents of titles to goods. :

In regard t> long-period loans. while tha Bank re-
commends their transfer to the Land Mortgage Banks, it
refuses to finance them untii more exparience is cainad of the
working of existing banks. It moarely promises to keep in



8 ST. BERCHMANS COLLEGE MAGAZINE

touch with the co-operative land-mortgage banks and study
their constitution and working and give the benefit of bank-
ing advice. This is interpreted as amounting to avoiding the
issue if not evading it. One essential reform suggested by
the Bank is the creation of a Sinking Fund on a scientific
basis to provide for the redemption of their debenture liabili-
ties.

v

The foregoing analysis of the policy of the Reserve
Bank towards the indigenous bankers and the co-operative
societies would make one conclude that the Bank, in its
anxiety to be business-like and cautious, forgets one of the
primary objects of its establishment: that of easing the
agricultural credit situation in the country. What is required
at the moment is, not mere schooling in the principles of
sound banking, but a sympathetic handling of the problem of
rural finance. A policy of criticism accompanied by tangible
assistance will be more beneficial to the country.
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Leaving College

P L. Joseph B. A. (Old Boy. e

have witnessed a termagant mother-in-law who

was going to her brothers for a few days’

change,” actually wiping her eyes at the time of

* parting from her daughter—-m—law This shows that human
nature is not so hard as some ‘weeping philosophers’ would
have us believe. While I was in the College, I was not per-
fectly reconciled to the shape of things over there. For inst-
ance, there was the itch for fining among some conservative
members of the staff, not to mention the Catechism class at

9 A. M., the evasion of which entailed serious financial
dislocation for the delinquent. Howling was not so well
received as it should be. But take it all in all, now that 1
have left the College, I can look back upon these incidents

- with complacency and even with some sort of reminiscent
~ pleasure. All things considered, I am sure that the College
has offered me mosre genuine happinsss than cause for resent-

How swiftly the two years rolled away ! Almost in
the twinkling of an eye, I found myself packing my samans,
preparatory to my departure from the scene of two years’
activities. The examination fever which had spread with
marked virulence among my lodge-mates had subsided; the
convalascents having all gone home to spend their holidays.
I sent my things in advance to the boat-jetty. I longed to
linger about the rooms with my tarch-light. Their happy
inmates had left behind ralics of their late revelling in the

~ shape of broken chairs and empty swan-ink bottles. I
thought of the merry group of lodge-mates—the young poet,
the doctor (bye-the-bye, he was not actually a doctor; only,
the story runs that he had certain associations with a
Hospital for & few months), the K. D, and others—and how
we used to raise nocturnal howlings calculated to bestir the
Warden from his cosy bed. It was 8-35 P. M., and the
stillness of the night was broken only by my heavy breathingé
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T cast a last glance at my White House (for so we had
christened our lodge), and slowly paced my way to the jetty.

I could easily have reached the M. C. Road by taking
the short track running east of the Sacred Heart Hostel. But
then, I thought I would have a last look at the College. The
hostels were untenanted except for a few Logic students. it
saw two or three of them poring intently over their books,
and one of them, exhausted with lucubration, gliding
chost-like through the verandah. The tumultuous noise
which had prevailed thers a few days back,had given place to
sepulchral silence. I stood on fip-toe and my eyes strained
towards the Park Hostel. In the glimmering moon-light it
stood silent and drooping; its inmates,inecluding the fat tugger
in the corner, having all gone away to their distant homes.

T walked past the foot. ball field. I am sure my friend
the athlete would remonstrate with me for not growing
eloquent at the sight of his favourite fie'd. Buft, you see, i
have not been much of a foot-baller at the best of times, and.
to be honest, I did not feel much regret in taking leave of

my friend’s foot-ball platz. 1 walked straight towards the' -

New Building, and entered the main porch. I clearly re-
collected many memorable events associated with that part
of the New Building. It was there that we used to have our
moral conference during those good old days...........

I stood in front of the New Building and silently beheld
the dark outlines of the Old Bloc. It was there, majestic as
usual. I could distinctly make out the various rooms of
intimate association. It was dark enough: but my inward
eye read the label “HEco: Study Hall”. I knew every bench
and desk in that hall. I could identify every wood-cut on
them with exactitude. The hall reminded me of many
distinguished and erudite lectures, including critical and
pungent attacks on the “Taxable capacity’’ as propounded
by Sherras. Words like ‘‘the intricacies and subtleties of
the Gold Exchange Standard...” and “the irrefragable causes
which contributed to the break-down of the FEtalone Boiteaux
or the Limping Standard...”” were dinning in my ears. 1 was
aware that I should never more hear that vehement “Hey!
hey! R—! Where is your essay ? Not brought it ? Write it
five times.”” 1 was also reminded of the opposite school of
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punishment, which went to the tune of “I fine you four
annas and ... cancel it at once.” Yet above all these, the
steady emphatic assertions like “the Andhras, the Vakatak-
as, the Munjas —again. I say, Munjas. Why do you laugh?”’
beseiged my memory. And I smiled. I wasrapt in these
pleasant thoughts, when suddenly my frenzied imagination
beheld a short, stout, blushing figure, firing off his lecture
on Greta Garbo and Lionel Barrymore, to supplement his
previous day’s appreciation of Mrs. Siddons’ representation of
Lady Macbeth........

The distant horn of an omnibus woke me from my
reverie, and I glanced at my watch. 9-20! The boat leaves
at 10. T had no more time for imaginings and regrets. But I
was thoroughly depressed in spirits. I knew I was leaving
the port of secure anchorage to sail adrift on the troubled
waters of the sea. I reached the college gate and turned
back. A belligerent cloud had just shut out the moon-light;
the dimly burning lamp before St. Berchmans’ was the high-
est light of the landscape.

T tramped the whole distance to the jetty. 1 wasin
time by a minuite or two. That is to say, I had time enough
to send ‘away my coolie, and fortify myself against the cold
by helping myself to a pinch of snuff, borrowed from a good
compagnon de voyage. The last bell rang, and the next mo-
ment there was a violent jolting as the boat sprang forward....
And then I thought of Home.



~ Supplementing Robert
Caldwell

C. N. Ananta Ramaiya Sastri M. A.

E can only complement Bishop Caldwell’s meri-
torious work in Dravidian philology. His monumental
volume on the subject, though capable of being added to or
improved upon, can never be really supplanted.

Let me begin with numerical figures in Tamil which
clearly prove that what are known as Arabic figures, had
their beginnings in the Tamil Land. It may be difficult to
balieve that_the Arabic figure for one started with being # as
that is the first consonant in Tamil. But we can prove it to
be so. The first consonant, without any change, still denotes
one in Tamil and Grantha Tamil.

The second letter of Grantha Tamil does duty for two.
There is very little change indeed. The third and fourth
letters in Grantha Tamil were not utilised to dencte three and
Sfour respectively owing to the similarity of sound. The
inventor adopted the Afikhara, said perhaps the equivalent of
“sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof,” cried halt and
went to the next letter, the nasal guttural, for the symbol for
three. There is very little change indeed from the Tamil
symbol for s to the numerical figure m. The next letter
went to make the next numerical figure, viz. four. There is
no change at all.

But it may be pointed out that thers are differences
between these lettars of the Tamil Land and the corresponi-
ing (Arabic) English numerical figures. We have t> ask now:
“Where is the difference in two? How much difference is
there in three?” In regard to two, the Tamil figure remains
without transformation, in Malayalam, and Davanagari which
serves danskrit, Hindi and Marathi perfectly, and Gujarati,

angali, etc. virtually. It remains without transfiguration
in English also. In regard to three, thereis only very Iittle
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change from the Tamil symbol to Malayalam «.. With very
little change again we get at the Nagari' and English symbol
for three. With regard to four, it is very easy to.show the
change from the Tamil symbol to the Malayalam and Nagari
symbols and to the English symbol. The Malayalam, Nagari
and English figures are so similar. The change from the Tamil
figure for one to the Malayalam and Nagari figures is equally
patent on the blackboard and the English figure is closest to
dhe Nagari and as simple as the figure for one should ideally
be!

After o is the Tamil symbol for se, and from this is
the Tamil figure for five. What difference is there between
this and the Malayalam e ? The English figure is directly
traceable from Tamil and the Nagari symbol too.

After five, the inventor invented the figure for six in
Tamil from the figure for ome, on the plea that six is but five
plus one. The hand has five fingers and Dr. Caldwell would

‘have been happy if he had known the origin of the symbol

for six from what he says about the origin of tne Dravidian
tarm for six. The transformations from the Tamil figure for
six to the symbols in the other languages can be shown on
the board.

The inventer takes the symbol for seven from the first
lettar of the word in Tamil for seven. The Malayalam,
Nagari and English symbols are palpably second steps from
this letter of the Tamil alphabet !

It is my humble opinion that Nagari characters are
connacted with the Tamil Grantha and Malayalam characters
and that Nagari preceded the others. The formation of the
Sanskrit vowel symbol for =2 most resembling that for eo is
one evidence of this.

The Tamil figure for eight also comes from the first
letter of a word for eight, but not of the Tamil word -as. a5
begins with @, and g will cause confusion if it is adopted to
denote eight, as it has already been adopted to denote seven.
Hence @ the first letter of the Sanskrit aeu was chosen for
tha purpyse. Tne study of this enables us to conclude that
some Sanskrit was a'ready current in tha Tamil Land when

4
3
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the symbol for eight was chosen, There cannot have been any
interval like that between the time when the term for. seven
was uttered and the time when the term for cight was
mentioned. There is little difference between the Tamil
figure eight and the Malayalam figure eight, though the
Malayalam figure seems so far different from Malayalam = .
The English figure has undergone more change than the
Nagari.

Just as the figure for six was adopted from the figure -
for one, six being five plus one, the Tamil figure for nine has .
also been adopted from the Tamil figure for one, nine being
ten minus one. This is also beyond doubt. The Nagari figure
nine is quite a counterpart of the Nagari figure ome. The
changes have to be shown in the Malayalam and English
symbols for nine.

The Tamil symbol for ten is one followed by a cypher,
that for eleven is one followed by one and so on. But a way of
avoiding the cypher is also in vogue. Ten can be represented
by w. FEleven can be written either & or wa. In fact .
ten and eleven can be written in a third way as aw and & w »
respectively. @ has been at the root of the cypher wherever
it is represented by o: in Malayalam English, Nagari, etc., etc.
In Malayalam the anusvaara is also reprsented by o; the
consonant m of Grantha is at the bottom of it.

. The Roman method of representing fen by the simple
symbol X without cypher causes inconvenience in counting,
and itis no wonder that the Tamil method of &w, changed
into &0, is at the bottom of all calculations with the aid of
cypher. The omission of the middie w in » w & also brought
about its convenient omission in or, 11, ete., etc. - w which
preceded o in its history but meant ten is formed from Tamil
o (p). Itis a momentous circumstance that the cypher, the
pet of Mathematical psychology, is mapped out in symbol
from the first letter of the Tamil word va®". s is in the Chera
dialect of Tamil which became Malayalam o formed like
the other, from the Tamil Grantha.

Writing is either of numerals for which figures are
employed for the sake of calculation, or of non-numerical
words for which vowsls that follow consonants on the one
hand and vowsls that do not come after consonants go t>
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form syllables in all languages in India except Tamil proper
which has adopted an ingenious plan different from the
plan of the other Indian alphabets and from KEuropean
alphabets.

In the department of the Demonstratives, the Dravi-
dian languages have in agglutination preserved a plan which
has been lost in the other grouns of Languages.

I humbly think that in the Japhetic stage of the
Groups of Languages e» came to denote distance, from the
very distance between the jaws when uttering it, » denoted
proximity from the nearness of the jaws when uttering it, and
o came to denots hiddenness or middleness from the position
of the jaws when uttering it. In Sanskrit, wse xo@0s mel
w30 Yls have » in the right place; v®@e the feminine of mse has
it in the right place too; but in several case-forms of @30 ®we
» has no place: = intrudes in such case-forms and even in the
nominative singular of the masculine form of wsr, viz. mw®n,

I think that the = that is found in relative participles,
is only the demonstrative = divested of any idea of distance,
as in the use of muw, =»ux% and @y as regular third personal
pronouns, besides their Demonstrative tense. @ which is the
genitive case sign in Kannada is also the demonstrative e
philologically. = which is found as inflexional increment as in
the Telugu form emeas kattulaku (to the knives) is also
demonstrative in the initial stage. The neuter plural termi-
nation @ of Tamil has also its beginning in the demonstrative
idea.

anaboy, memd refer to the world beyond, whereas mabay,
b, o, vma, have reference to the present world.
eoud has the demonstrative = and refers to the aspect of
hiddenness. @posom® and meemo Meem W are connected
with the demonstrative ™, as also @~ and e found in ®se
&s?: 9 of - the copulative particle, is the demonstrative e
again. ®®m; shows the demonstrative =; that, however, has
not been derived from Dravidian languages. European and
Indian writers have derived Dravidian @0 and @ from Pre-
Vedic Sanskrit.  The very regularity of = » and ¢ and the
retaining of #, go to prove their hoary antiquity.

‘ Just as there is the term ai»sva@, the demonstrative,
there is a term, ® weveaw, the interrogation letter. 1n this
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class og which has its lengthened counterpart like the
demonstrative letters, alone can be the initial letter of a word.
There is also a consonant which can be the initial portion
of words expressing interrogation. This consonent w is intrin—
sically connected wiih the vowel . Sanskrit has many
words beginning with @, which are philologically connected
with interrogative Tamil words beginning with @ or ag. But
all such Sanskrit words are relative pronouns and not interro-
gatives. The curious circumstance in their connection is
that Dravidian languages have nothing to do with relative
pronouns. The connection thus is between Dravidian Inter—
rogatives and Sanskrit relative pronouns. Is this connection
pertaining to the ‘“Japhetic Stage”? 1 beg to suggest that
there is Dravidian influence in the Department of the Sans-
krit relative pronouns. No Indo-European language of
Kurope has words beginning with y with the relative sense
even, and in this circumstance they conspicuously disagree

~with Sanskrit. I think that this fact shows that the Dravidian
. languages influenced Sanskrit in the department of the

pronouns which is a very important matter, philologically
speaking. Greek, Latin, Romance Languages, as well as High
and: Low Germanic languages have both Interrogatives and
relatives beginning with gutturals or the aspirate sound to
which the guttural is reduced. On the other hand, to conceive
that the Indo-European languages of the East developed

spontaneously pronouns beginning with y with “relative”

signification alone, discarding words with the initial guttural
in the sphere of the relative, is as unnatural as to conceive
that the: Indo-Europesan languages of the West discarded
relatives beginning with y and re- come:l them with initial
guttural sound !

No question of supplemanting a work like that of Dr.
Bishop Robert Caldwell can be considered to have bean taken
up unless the ‘study of -some stems and ordinary  words is
pursued- in the way he did. - We shall consider words from
the root aum (fo divide). We shall have to admit that Pankti
of Sanskrit has connection in the Japhetic stage with oao!
(a division). though Caldwell has nct mentioned it when he
discarded the derivation of «@@ and Telugu Padi from Pawkti
already found in the name Pankii-Ratha of Dasaratha and
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Pankti-Kantha of Dasa Rantha. a&s) gets other meanings
one of which alone its dwindled form, ase", has. @ joined to
the root o makes wsw, which gets the meaning, the
division par excellence of a day, the day-time! assct dwindles
itself into the form wweb, with the meaning of division in the
names &M 1000 aidas0w aadow oo waabasa of the depart-
ment of gender and number, and phrases like =3 0% and = b
and, a0, the only name of milk in Tamil etc.is also, I crave

, permission fo say. dwindled down from ~se the original

meaning of which is, as we have noted, just a division. We
get a portion of the milk in the udder or should get only that

much ! The word having being first applied tc the milk:

from cattle, the term 2av:3® came to be coined to dencte the
milk from the breast. = Neither ~seo nor its later from a oo
can be used instead of ~@s1 or awo). The o in c@ol is
exactly what we find as““di”’ in“adi’” of Telugu in the neuter.
“Adi,” she, of Telugu, may, after all, be only the Telugu
counterpart of @ o the feminine termination of Tamil and
Malaya am, which, however came to be used to signify she in
“Telugu; Adi in verbal terminations may be considered to be
on a par with e» etec. of Sanskrit importing no idea of disres-
pect. e» means thy, and they, common gender plural, fem:'-
nine gender dual number and neuter gender dual number. We
need not go so far. Nobody regrets that they, the third person,
common gender, plural,is the sama in form as the third perbon
neuter plural.

The Kannada Aili is only the termination A/, no longer
remaining a termination, but becoming a word. TIt'denotes
place nct intrinsically but by adoption. In fact, Tamil secba, is
this @+ plus @, the counterpart of ® in s  sssel, @,
Whereas «og) in Kannada means there, mocd+2 (ombs) in Tamil
moeans then. 1t is erss that means there in Tamil. That
meaning is also one that is adopted. =pabig (wwa)isalso
negative neuter predicate; seebisl (» ab9)is negative verbal
participle.

In » w55, the noun-suffix a7 is joined to the sams root
o @ (9 divide) which we referred to abova. But . es# has come
to denote rivalry, since rivalry follows division. The word
aeaém warns us of the ill-will that ths parties may expact
from each cther and advises us “t> give the csat also to him



18 ST. BERCHMANS' COLLEGE MAGAZINE

who seeks our shirt in partition.” aoy’ instead of the
suffix mo gives ausw which is used only as -1# ¢! with » added.
Tt is a war-instrument. The root ca® with e is ay9s= (smoke)
and with @os’ is ayse (fame). o.@ means fo enter and both
smoke and fame spread. This #ee’ joined to the reflexive
plural base @ makes no word, but the counterpart m¢ joined
to this @ makes ©2s°, the name of the language; it means
literally owwn (possession). The meaning sweet could only be
secondary. Dramida, the Sanskrit form, is only secondary to
oale’, If the suffix m» and the Kannada =g are identical,
the suffix eew and the word ee= meaning night are even more
identical in form! =eo came to mean night after coming %o
mean no. Not day—time is night; just as s which literally
means only a small thing has come to mean a small hill, @ %
has come to signify ‘no day-time’’ as day-time is as notable
as a hill. “Distance lends enchantment to the view’ isa
proverb. Another aspect of distance is illustrated by Al, the
precursor of eog) of Kannada and msia= waba, that day, of
Tamil; viz. “existence at a distance is as good or rather as -
bad as non-existence.”’ ;

It remains to be said in this connesction that Al and
20¢ which acted as noun-suffixes are sometimes found merely
helping the base in an enunciative manner: e. g. oi»® and
eale . With this function of ses, the root cy= gets the mean-
ing fo speak. a® must have meant gladness and 2~ must have
been co-eval with the Sanskrit mm» in literal meaning.

By the side of the noun oy#e’ we have also the base
ayes’ from which we have the noun ayes’gj’, il being o,



Random oShots

(G-K.)

E understand that at a recent session of the
Punjab Legislative Assembly a dog sneaked in and occupied
a back seat.

If he was not looking for dirt he was watching for
trespasses.

* * * ¥* *

Baldwin is reported to have said that the last ten years
of his political life were due to the inducement of his wife.
Let pullers of strings beware. Puppets may squeak.

* * * * *

A doctor advertising his specific for insanity quotes
from the testimonial of a famous poet.

It is no wonder that this poet’s mystic poetry is so
baffling to many people.

* * * * *

Lord Lothian thus dismisses Jawaharlal Nehru's
aversion to Imperialistic Britain:

“ His picture of a Jack-boot Britain stifling Indian
freedom does not really hold water.”

The venerable statesman seems to be a good mixer.

* * * * *

An advertisement represents Baldwin as testifying:
My thoughts grow in the aroma of that particular tobacco.”

Hence the old plan to choke Abyssinia without killing
her.

* * * * *

~ Strange news comes from Hollywood that for want
of deputies two film stars had to stand with their lips pressed
together for an hour and a quarter while lighting eifects
were being arranged.
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Perhaps the only instance of familiarity not breeding
contempt. :
* * ¥* * *

The Secretary of the Madras Peoples’ Party contradicts
the rumour that it is going to be amalgamated with the
Justice Party.

This should convince us of its extremely * individua-
listic” nature.

* % * 3 *

Lord Baden Powell has been awarded the Wateler
Peace Prize for .1937 for promoting international under-
standing.

Evidently Indian misunderstanding is no bar to
international understanding.

¥* * * 3 *
Ancient Persians are said to have been given to five
‘days of anarchy between reigns to bring into relief the
benefits of good government.
: .. Since Political Science was perhaps unknown then, the
~ idea of an Interim Ministry never occurred to them.
* . * * * *

A Congress Minister. after acceptance of office, is
reported to have told a meeting that history was being made
under their noses.

They must. be careful. about the history since the
Justice Party left out in the cold may sneeze awfully.

* * * * *

Neville Chamberlain, we understand, snatches a
holiday or two to go fishing. :

The English People can hear tales.

* * * * ¥

; A Chinaman, who married after years of saving and
brought his young wife to Singapore, watched her, on
landing, being carried away by strangers.

He was in his own humble fashion acting the part of
Eden and the Non-Intervention Committee.



“Far from the apadving Crowd’s ignoble strife”



Simple Jokes

(V. 8. Vaithy, I U. C.)

History teacher:— Abdul, what do you know of the
military commander during the reign of Akbar ?

Abdul:— Sir, even my grandfather’s grandfather did
not exist at the time of Akbar. Then, how canI know
anything of Akbar’s military commander ?

SR * * * *

Balu— Father. father, some people are waiting for
you outside.

Father:— Balu, tell them that I am sleeping.

Balu:— They say that they won’t believe it unless you
vourself go and tell them.

* * > * * *

“Do you know who is the present president of the
Indian National Congress?” a man who always boasted
himself to be a great congress-man was asked.

“Yes. Rabindranath Tagore, Gandhiji’s eldest son.”
replied the congress-man.

* * * * *

Teacher.-— Boys, if anybody do good to you, you
should say, ‘thank you’. '

After a few days, the teacher punished an innocent
boy for the fault of somebody else.

The real culprit stood up and said: — Sir, thank you.

* * * ¥* *

English Teacher:— What is ‘grammar’ ?
Boy:— Grammar is that which deals with words.
Teacher:— What is a word ?

Boy:— A word is a group of letters. Sir, if you want
to know what a letter is, please ask the Post-peon.



LHE OFT -REPEATED F\’E’QUEST

Canvassing agent: It is not only your own individual vote
that I solicit. but all possible help at the
polls today™



THE OFT - REPEATED ANSWER
«Did you not understand what I asked you?” E
“Yessar.” 3
“Then how far is this town of yours?”
“Nessar: g
{

5
5
3
o
A




Ghe Ofﬁce-ﬂand
by K. Sreedharan Nair—Class iv

1

was fee'ing bored; the afternson nap had done ro
H gocd. Though completely awake 1 thought it better
not to open my eyes lest, by deing so, I might become
painfully aware of my boredcm. I yawned and
stretched my legs; theve seemed to be some sort of impediment
in my way. I opened my eyes and whom should I see but
my friend Mr. R.G. Raghu calmly smoking one of my

cigarettes and surveying me with watery eyes.

“It’s all bally well, sitting there and smoking. But I
wish to stretch my limbs and so—shove off t5 that easy chair
beyond!” I snapped.

“Tut, tut, old horse,” replied Raghu, “This is your
room and not-a prison. Don't disturb m2 or Pandemomum
will ‘be the result!”

I very well knew that Raghu was a man of his word
and recollected an instance whan he had fondly taken my
Big Ben tima-piecs and thrown it out of the window—to test
whether it was shock-proof, as he remarked latar.

“To what do I owe the pl asure of this visit?”’ I asked
with mock civility.

“The pleasant sound of your nacal orchesha which,
by the way, belongs to the same genera as the snoring
symphony of our boss, my uncle. I say, old blade,” he
continued, droppmg his bantering tone, “I badly need your
advice on a ceriain point. The fact isthat Ma is awfully
keen on my sticking to the job at Uncle Venu's office. Uncle
and myself dislike each cther. But the old bounder can't
turn me out in a peremptory manner. Ha doesn’t want to be
on the mat before Ma. I'd rather be in a madhouse than in
his office!” It

I knew that he was speaking the truth. Raghu heartily
disliked his uncle and he made no bones to conceal the fact.
This ill {eeling was mainly d7ue to Raghu's behaviour, He
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usually followed on the heels of his unele on the lattar’s
return from the shopping expedition, extracted a dozen or
two of cigarettes, had a mouthful of Schweppes and decamped.
Raghu immensely enjoyed the whole proceeding. Mr. Venu-
gopal looked upon these burglarious propensities of his
nephew with marked disfavour. :

Mr. Venugopal was a staunch advocats of the formula
—or is it maxim?— ‘early to bed and early to rise.” The
result was that every morning, somawhera near cock-crow
time, Raghu becam2 uncomfortably aware of a podgy fore-
finger poking its way between his sixth or seventh rib or
thereabouts. What with coming lats from the theatre aftar
cloating over the legs of Marlena Districh, the shoulders and
eves of Greta Garbo and the almost nuds forms of the
numerous ‘Goldwyn girls’ sleap cam2 t> him only lat at
night. S5 his attituds towards the owner of that forefinger
can be easily imaginead.

One day, as usual, Raghu awoke with the sam? old
queer fesling betweesn his ribs. He was dreaming of one of
the girls he had taken the previous evening to the theatre in
his uncle’s car. A question was snapped at him:

«“Had you the car out last night, Raghu?”

““Yes, uncle: I took some of the boys for a pleasure trip.”

Pat came the caustic reply:

«“Well, tell the boys I have found one of their diamond
earrings!”’

111

Another incident which still weakened tha connection
between uncle and nephew occurred in the following mannsr,
One evening, feeling unwell t> go out for his usual walk,
uncle settled down comfortabiy in his easy-chair by the
window. By the slight pain in his jaw he knew that tyoth-
ache was following, and wisely put a wad of mentholised
cotton in his mouth. The pain disappearad and he took t>
reading the latest thriller, or ‘sixpenny trash’, as the conser-
vatives of Literature say. A couple of hours passed. He
came to that portion of the novel where the young haro digs
up the remains of his sweetheart’s deceased father and rips
open the belly for traces of poison. Mr. Vanu’s whole anatomy
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revolted at the idea of a gentleman in evening clothes calmly
examining the viscera of a putrefied body. Something rose
in his throat, his eyes bescams watery and he spat like a
machine-gun through the window.

* * * * *

Raghu was feeling dejscted. He badly needed a
mouthful of that ‘fluid of fire’. Not that it had becoms a
habit. But his youthful nature wanted to enjoy everything
he was forbidden to use. Hoa looked at his watch. Time
that his uncle was off for his ‘constitutional’. IEven then one
must be sure. Hba recollectad tha shocking experience when
he was discovered by his uncle surreptitiously smoking a
cigarette, and the gruesoms aftermath. Ha brushed his way
through thagarden and came under the winlow of his uncle’s
room. He heard heavy breathirg within and listened
interestad. The swish of tha curtain as it was moved by his
uncle made him look up and the same instant the wad of
mentholised cotton lodged with a squishy bang in his right
eye.

To say that our hero was startled, stunned and stupefied
would h2 to say nothing of his feelings. He construed the
old man’s action as the ocutward manifestation of his hatred
towards him (Raghu). He wipad the etcsteras from his eye
and strod in contemplation.

Mr. Venu was completedly absorbed in his novel. Has
had coms t> the portion whers tha villain of the piece knocks
the hero int> oblivion with a life-preserver and makes good
his escape with the botéle containing the viscera which tha
hero was carrying to the analyst.

“The cunning rascall”’ ha ejaculatad, quite entranced.

A startled expression crossed Raghu’s facs on hearing
thaese words and he beat a hasty retreat.

1V

14 was while things were like this that Raghu sneakad
int> my rooms.

“Don’t be silly,” I advised him, “Ycur uncle is a care,
level-headed, consciertious man. He does nct at all hate
vou. Got rid of that false nction. Madness o
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“Madness my aunt!”, he cut in dcggedly and went off
at a tangent. “Look here, buddy, cut that talk out. The
point in question is whether, under the present circumstances,
my uncle will tolerate my absence from the office for a week
or not.”

“Your absencs?”’

“Yess, my absence. You know that girl frem K—. Well,
her Ma has asked me to accompany her and daughtsr on a
drive to the Cape. Sort of pleasure trip and all that’.

“Well2" 1 asked.

“Well, I earnestly request your honourable self to slip
int> my shoss—I mean, to slip int> my room—during my
absence and perform the work, for which act of charity and
MELCY.....nin " he stoppad breathlessly.

Though the prospect sesmed none too pleasant I
replied I would manage the affair.

- “But,” I told him, “don’t allow that girl to add another
laurel to her crown at your expense.”

“No, 3ir!"” he said emphatically. ¢“It's quits on the cards
that she has gone absolutely potty over ma.”

And with this remark he departed.

W W L * »*

The work which I alone was expectad to do had by
itself a telling effect on my usually healthy constitution.
Add to it the nowly accrued cne of Raghu. But a promise
is a promise and a friend is a friend and hence I was ““in duty
bound’ to do the work, wasn’'t I ?

The result Number One of this added burden was that
I became the laughing-stock of all the office hands, whose
faces were suffused with smiles when they saw yours faith-
fully hurrying to and fro, sweating all over and doing my
best to diagnose the malady of an age-old Underwocd Type-
writer.

They did not stop there. They even wanted to see me
doing Raghu’s work, and when I occasionally glanced at the
almost closed door, a dozen and odd grotesque faces leered
back at me throughout the length of the narrow slit. How
they managed to pack all thosefacesin a line was beyond me,
Lt still is! '
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Imagine my joy when all these faces disappeared in a
trice at the well-known creak of the boss’s shoes !

Result Number Two was the sick-bed and the Doctor!
It was with a heavy heart that I sent for him and he promptly
arrived in tip-top dress and with his inseparable valise.
Without any delay he fired a series of questions at me in a
staccato voice—how'old was my granny, whether I was
married or not, and so on and so forth. Then he asked me fo
Stretch out my tongue, examined it, and nodded understand-
ingly. He put his hand in his trouser-pocket and pulled out
something very much in the nature of the India-rubber
connections of a complicated experiment in the chemical
laboratory. He introduced the two ends of this instrument—
Terrascope, you call it? No? Then? Ststhoscope? Yes,
Stenoscope. Where was I? Well, he introduced two ends of

his infernal Telescope in his ears and began prodding me all
over with the other end.

Dacades seemed to have passed before he finished this
vain prospecting. And then it was to assume the graveness
of a Justice of the Peace who says “You swing till you
croak” and say, “You are suffering from Dyspepsia’’, or
something to that effect.

The prescription followed on the heels of the Verdict.
Tha lapse of a few days found me again ‘alive and kicking.’

Vv

I was wondering what Louis Pasteur would have said
about the modern practice of washing down the flat taste in
your mouth by a cup of ‘bed coffee’, and cursing the servant
for his laziness, when I heard the tell-tals creak of an uncom-
fortably noisy shoe at the door. The next instant the door
was thrown openand the singularly ridiculous figure of
Raghu loomad large bafore me. This man had an inexpli-
cable aptitute for butting in at impossible moments and
disturbing one’s tranquillity. 1 was about to give him a niece
of my enraged mind at this unexpected and unwished-for
intrusion, but gulped the words down at the sight of his
drawn and haggard face. H3 looked lika the remnants of a
human being just out of the dungeons of the Spanish
Irquisition.
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“I’'m done for-practically ruined!” he drawled and
sank down in a chair. 7

“Has that girl drawn the sap out of your purse ?
I asked suspiciously.

“Look here, fool,” he retorted angrily,* I'm done for,
do ycu hear ? I'm done for! ”.

I instinetively knew that something serious had hap-

pened, something irrevocable. I was at a loss to know what,
and to question him how. 8

The opportune arrival of my servant with the tray o
coffee eased out the knotty situation. Raghu looked a
wee bit glad and drank the coff2s with much gusto. Ha then
took a crumpled cigarette out of his pockst and contem-
platively smoothened it out. Under the blandishments of tha
tobacco smoke, his ghost-like appearance wore off and he
became confidentially voluble. This was the story he told
me:

It was a glad and jolly Raghu, quits contentad with
himself and with the outsids world, who raced down the dark
street towards his home, the stesring-wheel turning smoothly
between his hands. Ho looked at the luminous dash-board
which was registering 50. Hs turned the corner on hissing
wheels and, as he casually glanced at the window of his
uncle’s office, ha thought he saw heads moving about in the
lighted room. He would have passed on t5 the garage think-
ing that was his uncle, when the light disappsarad and came
onagain. It seemad funny t> Raghu. Ha snapped out the
headlights. = The hydraulic brakes worked a bit noisily, and
he groped his way towards the entrance. The door was
open! : ‘

. “Queer, deuced queer!” he thought as he tip-toed up
the stairs to his uncle’s rcom. Voices wera heard spaaking
inside. '

“Rupees four hundred,” said a voica.

“Only four hundred? Search again,” said ancther.

To Raghu the desire to look waskeen. He slowly
bent down to lock through the key-hole, and as he did so his
nose came unexpectedly in contact with the key which was
in the lock. He cculd nct suppress the subsequent noise and
the sniff which escaped him.
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He waited no further. He rushed into the room taking
care to close the door behind him. The room was in darkness!

The atmosphere was tense and a creeping sensation
ran down Raghu’s spins. He sat crouched in a corner and
looked towards the window. Hs was amazed at what he saw
silhouatted against the dull window-pane. Two persons,
standing on opposits sides of a table, were whispering with
their heads closs together. Raghu had read somawhere that,
in such situations, taking your adversary unawares and stun-
ning him was the best mode of procedure. In spite of the
eerie atmosphers Raghu grinned. The temptation to act was
irresistible. Ha shot himself towards ths table and brought
the two conferring heads together with a resounding crash!

VI

There was a scream, the noise of furniture overturned,
and the room was flocded with light.

Raghu blinked, locked about the room and received
the shock of his life; for, rubbing their heads and glaring at
him, there stood—his uncle and his private secretary!

The rest, as Raghu said, was an amazing meadley of
imprecations, ejaculations, curses and pandemonium.

“Grst out!” roaraed his uncle.

Sl e ”” began Raghu apologetically and ducked,
t2 avoid the inkstand which came flying towards him.

“Geat out! You're fired!” thundasred his uncle’s vocal
gun,

Raghu stood undacidadly. :

““iScram, ere you grin in another fashion, and besnappy
about it!”’

And Raghu scrammad!

As he got down the stairs, Raghu got a helping push
in the form of a violent impact on the back and something
rattled down to the floor. :

“That was the cteel paperweight.”” he told me confi-
dentially.




Ghie Devaluation of Currencies

Kuncheria T. Marattukulam, M. A. (Old Boy)

DEVALUATION is the replacement of the existing
currency by a new monetary system reduced in value to
correspond with the existing circumstances. Other things
remaining the same, thiscurrency-depreciation will serve as a
bounty on exports, and a duty on imports. Hence this tends
to increase the quantity of exports and to restrict imports.

As a consequence of the Great European War and the
Versailles Treaty, there began a continual flow of gold from

the debtor-countries of Europe to the two
Circumstances creditor-countries, France and America. By
Deva:::tmn. 1929 America and Frarice came to hold more
than half the total world-supply of gold. This
accumulation of gold in France and the United States, how-
ever, had become so large as to cause an actual loss in the
monetary gold stocks of the rest of the world. This loss of
free gold-reserves in excess of the legal minimum induced
many countries to go off the gold standard.

In May 1931, serious banking and currency troubles
began in the Eastern and Central European countries. This

European financial crisis had disastrous effects

Enéltind on the London Money-Market, because the

Gold Standard Short-term loans which British bankers issued

: to the ‘lane ducks’ of European countries became

‘frozen’, and the world came to know that London Bankers’

hospitality to the financial cripp'es and industrial invalids of
Europe was unsuccessful.

As a maftter of course, a serious run on London began.
Over £ 200 million was withdrawn from the London Money
Market in the two months preceding 20th September, 1931.
The £ 50 million credit which the Bank of England obtained
from France and America at the beginning of August, and
the £ 80 million on 2)th of Auzust, were insufficient to with-
stand-the drain on the gold-reserves of England. The un-
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precedentad withdrawals of over £ 43 million of short-term
funds between Wednesday morning, September 16th, and
Saturday mid-day, 19th, forced England off the gold
standard. On 21st Septsmber, legislation was passed suspand-
ing the Bank of England’s obligation to sell gold.
The consequences of the fall of the pound were
very serious. The first effect was the abandonment of the
Gold Standard by a number of other countries.
Other countries But during these years of great financial crisis
g’;ﬁ:ﬁ there existed in Eurcpe a “Gold Bloe’ under
the leadership of France. At last these few
European countries, too, were seriously affected and they
devaluated their currenoies very recently. Thus there is no
civilized country in the world which still keeps anover-valued
currency except poor India.
The external valua of the Rupee has naver been ade-
quately examined and adjusted to the requirements of the na-
tional economy. It was hoped that the Raserve
India  Bank entrusted with the care of currency
and exchange would usher in a better economy
than we ever had before. But neither the Reserve Bank nor the
Indian Legislaturs could deal with the currency and exchange
problem. This is left to the Governor-General acting in his
discretion, which in reality means acting under the dictates
of London financiers. India is an economic slave bound to
the wheels of the chariots of London financiers.
The de-monetization of gold and the devaluation of the
currencies of all the countries of the world, soms of them
even more than once, together with the inter-
De‘"’"f"‘“on national stabilization of the most important
currencies, that is, the pound, thedollar and the
franc, have inevi’tably revived public interst in
the position of the Rupee. This long-standing question, the
devaluation of the humble Rupee, was discussed even before
“the almighty dollar was devalued, the puissant sterling
divorced the gold, and the proud franc was humbled.”
But the Indian Government, even very recently, annou-
nced that they have reviewed their currency policy and they

have decided, in accordance with the spirit of the tripartite
3)

the Rupee.
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declaration by France, Britain and United States, that they
will in no way lend themselves to competitive depreciation of
currencies, and they propose to maintain the present sterling
parity.of the Rupee. The reason behind this decision, accord-
ing to the Finance Member is that, “any other decision
would, in our view, be contrary to lndla s interests and inter-
na,tlonal recovery at a time when there is a greater hope of
international co-operation in currency matters than at any
time during the last five years.’

. . But the popular view has always beenthat in the nost-
war period Indian currency problems have not been considerad
and handled from the standpoint of the national interest and
that, since the fixation of the value of the rupee at18
pence, the country has been labouring under: handicaps to
which the government have refused to pay any attention. It
is no wonder that when ecountry after country has rejected
over-valuation as intolerable, India, too, should feel a
profound disquiet that no attempthas been made to determine
the proper external value of the rupee. The prima faa'e

{ case for a reconsideration of the Indian exchange policy is
: thus obv1ous and incontestable.

" History tells us that the Indian Government had
always been very keen and quick to appreciate, but never the
other way ‘about. When the exchange was moving round

vabout 14 pence, they first fixed it-at 16 pence

How.the Rupee  ij the nineties and then in Fabruary 1920 they
we:.'v:’lued tried to force it up to 24 pence in the days of

- the Reverse Councils that made the rates go

up beyond their estimation. But after much wast2 of the
gold resources of the governmant in keeping up the ratio and
a much heavier loss to the people of the country, they finally
dropped the attempt, finding it absolutzly untenable. As it
was all an artificial move, the rates soon dropped to about 15
pence in August 1920, »as sooncas the Governmeant of India
took their -hands off the exchange for a time. From then
to 1924, the rates were moving between 15 and 16 pence, the
Rupee’s natural level. From 1925, the Government were found
to be again at their old game of exchange manipulation. This
went on for some time against the repeated and wide-spread
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protest of the country.  Finally, another Royal Commission
of foreign experts ignorant of Indian conditions was set up
and they recommended an 18 pence ratio, in spite of the
strong protest made by Sir Purshottamdas Thakurdas backed
by his countrymen. This rate was fixed at a time when some
of the major countries of the world had depreciated their
currencies. These are countries whose products, industrial or
agricultural, compete with ours both in the local markets and
in the other markets of the world. Consequently the pressure
of their competition is being severely felt by us both locally
and in the outside markets; and it cannot be otherwise. It
is to rectify this most regrettable state of affairs that the
country warts at least a restoration of the exchange ratio to
its previous level of 16 pence.

We are advocating only to undo a mischief long ago
inflicted upon us. = “The over-fattened rupee tries to resist
the process of fattening and t> resume its normal level; but
the British Physician desires to suppress the disease by
further fattening on the one hand and blood-letting, i. e. the
gold drain, on the cther” (Ramadas Pantulu). “Itis much
batter to fatten the cow and draw more milk than to . starve
it and flatter oneself on taking so little milk from it” (Jamal
Mahomed).



Cwo Little Srave-Diggers

by A, K. G. Nair

HF Ramu fought his little brother it was none of his
fault. He had nothing to eat for well-nigh four hours since
morning, and children must be eating always. With them .
regular food does not count. True, he had taken a nice load
of iddlies and had washed them down with a pretty big pot of
coffee. But stuff children full in the regular way and they
don’t care. Ramu believed in eating whatever he got by way
of edibles, whenever it came. It is only the things you eat
between meals, the stsalthy sucking of sugar or the noiselass
munching of stolen biscuits, that put a kick inta you, he t,ld
the ragamuffins who lionised him. It was n» wonder he
fought his brother whom he hal caught guiltily sucking soma»
sweets.

“Just a bit, Seenu”—Ramu stretched out his hand, his
eyes agleam with hope. Seenu went on noisily sucking. It
was provoking, the way he did it. Ramu tried threats, that
availed not either. Then he declared war t> the knife. He
had no desire to fight, but then Seenu had none t> maks
peace either. It was his heartlessness that goaded him t> it.
Seenu wanted to cry, to knock up the attantion of his msther
and aunt to this very violent breach of the peace. But he was
still vigorously sucking when his brother fall upon him. Ha
could not articulate since a sucked-out lozenge glued his
tongue to the roof of his mouth. With a gulp, that went in
too. -Ramu fought for it like a maddened cat, but was a fool
for his pains.

Seenu had the worst of the fight. When his brother
had released his hold and withdrawn from his mouth the
fingers that had vainly sought for the lozenge, Seenu seemed
to pity rather than rage.

“That is just like you, you fool,” screamed Seenu now
that the last vestige of the sweet had disappeared, “coming at
the end.”
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«Qeenu, 1 must eat something or die.” Ramu had
drawn in his horns. Seenu heard the ring of despair in his
brother’s tone. He regretted that he had not given Ramu a
share, but it was no use crying over swallowed sweets.

“ Anna, try mother.” Saanu’s advice was often fruitful.
Ramu made, however, a tactical blunder in approaching his
mamma. The house was in mourning, if mourning it may
be called. The grandma had died the previous day. .Her age
nobody knew. Some said ninsty, others ninety-five. Any-
way, it didn’t matter; she had dropped fully ripe. Ramu’s
mother was in mourning to the village. The womenfolk
found her in a corner, sqealing for her mother; they, too,
forced a few tears, chewed betels, spat and departed. Now,
his mother’s mood was not exactly susceptible to requests
~when Ramu approached her. She had lost a key and was
searching all odd corners for it. In the meanwhile if women
came she must go and ery. She took the nearest thing that
came handy, the stump of an ancient broom, and was after
him. When an old woman was seen at the cata, she dropped
the broom, sought her corner and cried for her mother, the
gced old soul! ; : :

Ramu thanked his stars and the old woman that had
caved him from a nasty hiding. . He felt he could never be
grateful enough to his deceasad grandma. Unless she had
died he would have been beaten with a broom by his heartless
mother. He walked about the house sulking, knowing not
where to lay his hands. Not a copper td be found anywhere
‘1 that God—forsaken hole. Now he cursed his grandma. She
should have died leaving him coppars to buy sweets. But
thess old women behave sc irrationally, sometimes. When
alive she used to alleviate his itching to eat.  From her
tattered bag she had produced copper and silver. The bag
had now passed into his mother’s hands. He sat down on a
bed, a tear or two winking at the corners of his eyes. He
thought and thought, lay down and kicked his legs in restless
anguish. He blasphemed God who had not given him a
battar mother. A stream of blasphemy, at which he himself
shuddered in the dreadful solitude of his room! He paused
suddenly in his cry of despair to which nobody listened. He
leaped from his bed and romped about with the delight of a

g 10
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sudden discovery. He called himself an idiot for not having

thought of it earlier. God was, after all, good to children;

he revised his notion of God. The blasphemy of a much-tried

child must have made him feel guilty. He eagerly sought out
his brother and whispered in his ear. Seenu gave a bound of

Joy. Together they reconnoitred the vast grounds of the house.

They marked the spot where they should repair after night-

fall. Their adventure that night would sweeten their infant

mouths for some days to come.

They were fed and put to bed for the night.  Mother
and Aunt slept and snored as though Grandma had not died.
The adventurers stole out into the night. They groped their
way among the plantain-groves and cocoa-nut palms. It
was unmistakable, that new mound of earth and the smell of
green sod all about it. Their grandma slept underneath. The
grunt of a fat frog from its damp hole startled Seenu.

- “Dces grandma snore, Anna?”’

“Fool, it is the frog we wanted to stone this evening.”

They started digging up the mound. Insects screeched-
with a thousand tongues, frogs croaked, innumerable glow-
worms stabbed the darkness. The earth was soft and damp,
and their little hands fetched it up with wonderful ease. The
earth they threw about them was engulfing them. Ramu
paused in his work and smirked with satisfaction.

“But, Anna,” protested his little brother, “this might
swallow us.” : :

“Shut up, fool, we are fine diggers.” :

Fora time the noises of the night seamed t» have
ceased, the wind was hushed among the trees; the only sound
was that of the handfuls of earth thrown about the grave.
The darkness had gradually gone and the moon had risen.
The boys were alarmed by this coming of moonlight. They
looked at each other and dug. They snatched off the sheet.
It was choking, inside the grave. Seenu gave a leap of
sudden fright. His brother threw away the earth in his hand
and smacked him on the right cheek. Seenu winced with
pain. :

“That will teach you right. Wretched milksop, is it
not our grandma ?”’
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“That look, Anna, that look... those protruding teeth....
that bulge on the forehead!” The little fellow’s eyes were
agape and searching the darkness of the pit. That look was
not of the earth, the boy feared. : :

“Don’t be frightened, Seenu. It is grandma sleeping.”

Ramu snatched open the mouth of his grandma, his
fingers went ferreting into its depths and fetched up a little
gold coin. Seenu watched him, his eyes uncanny, his hands
clenched, and every nerve tight like a rope. Then they
Jjumped out of the pit, shovelled in the earth, washed their
hands in a dirty pool, and snzazed to their beds,smoking from
their exercise and sin.

The next day masons came to build a tomb. The
grandma had been a bit eccentric and it had been her wish
that she should be buried, entombed and remembered, and not
burnt and forgotten. Jackals had got into the ground and
ravaged the grave, they thought. The boys, sucking sweets,
watched the masons at their work making what their fingers
and nails had marred. Stone upon stone they laid.

“Your grandma is safe,”” a mason said.

“These little fingers cannot reach her?”” Seenu looked
at his hands for traces of earth.

“No, little rogue, not even the devil.”

Kr. kr..kr. krr.. The boys were regularly startled
out of their sleep. They were digging away, digging with all
their might and main, their fingersscratching the palm-leaves
of their mats until they were torn. Every night that steady
digging into the depths of helll The boys raved about their
grandma opening her mouth, and looked frightened, those
little boys of ten and eight.. They looked into imaginary
mouths and clutched at imaginary coins. Doctors and wizards
gave them up.



Ghe Blessing in Disguise

By K. Krishnan Nair—class iv. 4

({/
[)_ear S

I am indeed sorry that I am forced to reject  your article -
Since the present day public has dwindled cousiderably it is my
sincere belief that your contribution will certaz'nly,bﬂiédizsmz'ssed asa
‘oup’ with a guffaw. Needless to say that your interesting article
with its ingenious plot and immaculate characterisationhad a firm
grip on me. We are the servants of the Public andhence in order

1o tull on we have to consider their tastes alsod . ¢ ‘

: «:. The Editor:”
Ramkumar looked from the letter to the ;re_jac-tad
article. The blow had come when he had least expacted it.

For the first time he knew that becoming an ‘old favourite’
was not at all beer and skittles. What with, the rigorous

- competition of catch-panny writers and.. blighters, one is not

given one’s due. This was his third attampt and, of course, f;he
third rejection-slip. = And all those damned slips had bsen
couched in.almost identical terms. What the deuce did the

: Editor mean by his refusal? Nothing short of insolence. The

d_.d..! Ramkumar gulped. Swearing was bad. His wife was
in the next room. FREconomy was one of the sa,lielrit'\;__1 ﬁ}ls'p'ects
of her character and she had the other day 'si.eve;'ely“ repri-
manded him for burning the midnight oil. :

An unconscious glance at the grand-father clock roused

him from his reverie. Eleven! God! He crawled into his bed

and put out the lamp. s

* * * * * - *

“The dashed hair-brained nincompoop—th e—the—"
A whack on the chin made Kumar sit bolt-upright in his bed.
He stretched his limbs, yawned and blinked at his wife’s
questioning face.

" “The factis,” he pleaded, I don’t like thesa solid

reminders first thing in the morning. 1 want something
subtly sweet and exquisitely thrilling like—er—a kiss, what?”’
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«“How dare you!” she stormed and left the room to
returna few minutes later with Forhan’s and brush, and
Kumar was not slow to understand the significance of her
action. He demurely accepted the teeth-cleaning parapher-
nalia and rose.

While brushing his teeth his thoughts again reverted
t5 the Editor’s note. He was not going to accept the position
tongue-tied. Something must be done—and that soon—+t0
 silence the Editor. “He was forced to reject!” The taste of
the Public be blowed !

Suddenly his face brightened. Something must be sent

that will undoubtedly meet with a less boisterous approval
and HE was going to send it.
. He returned to his room and studiously began writing
without taking even his one cup of coffee. At 11 A. M. he
found himself in the Post Office sending, by Registered Post,
his article, after rapidly reading it once again. He was not
going to run any risks with this one, not he. He was deter-
mined to sea tha affair through to the end. Hunger began to
tell upon his delicate constitution and he hurried home.

After a sip he laid the coffee down. “This is as cold
as the tip of my ear,” he said. “And it will be hot, uncom-
fortably hot, for that organ if you start complaining,”was the
complacent reply.

«all right,” he said and gulped the coffee with a gurg-
ling sound. After all, the reply to the Editor had been sent.
That at least was a consolation.

* * * * *

A week passed. Kumar wondered at the silence of the
Editor. He was standing on the verandah with a far-away
look in his eyes, his chin twitching spasmodically. “Another
of those right-handers of my wife,” his face seemed to say,
«Lucky T wasn’t knocked out. Since when has she taken an
aversion to my swearing habit? Fanecy her indulging in
pugilistic exercises!”

" The Post-man’s “For you, 8ir” roused him from his
lethargy. He glanced through the money-order form and
lo! it was for him. Rupees Four! The remitter, of all persons
on earth, was the self-same Elitor who had refused his con-
tributions. There was a copy of the magazine too. Kumar was
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completely taken by surprise. Yet, he signed the form and
accepted the four token coins, not forgetting to tip the man
liberally. He feverishly opened the magazine and-wonder of
wonders! the thing was there. Kumar rubbed his eyes and
looked. He was not mistaken. The lettar which was intended
to teach the Editor a lesson had been published! The block-
head! Having refused the previous three articles, he had the
cheek to publish his letter and pay for it too.

Kumar instinctively knew that something was wrong
somewhere. He looked round for inspiration. The coupon
which had been overlooked in his haste came to light. It ran:
£S5,

I am sorry that your articles have not been published on
account of misbehaviour of the clerk. They will appear in the
magazine in dite course.

The Editor.”
.- Kumar’s mouth was an O of astonishment.

“Queer bird, that.” he murmured. Was the ‘quecr bird’

“the Editor or the clerk ?




On a Social Injustice

V. J. Nerayamparamp—iv U. C.

ﬂNTELLECTUAL labour, like physical labour, is fast

losing its prestige. People care, it seems, more for the

. drones of society than for its workers. It has becoms the
fashion especially in student-circles to praise, beyond all
legitimate measure. the naturally gifted, and lamentably
censure the less gifted and industrious. Eulogies are showered
upon those who ought to be upbraided.

Inventers and politicians, however hard-working, get
‘thair due maed of praise. But in judging the work of certain
intellectual workers, paople ars not often guided by correct
standards. For example. if there are two rival poetsina
country, ona of them claiming to bs a born poet and the other
a scholarly poet, people show a tsndency to applaud the
former f_r the accident of birth and denounce the lattar for
his toils at reaching perfection in his noble vocation. This
anomaly is even more pronounced among students. “P.J.!
he is no genius at all. Hea is meraly a book-worm. Ha tops
‘the list of successful candidates by dint of sheer work and
nothing more...But J. P.! how ha kills his tims! And yet, see,
getls such high marks! If he cared to work a little he would
have got‘ the first mark. Anyway. P. J. cannot hold a candle
to him.”

The tendency to talk in this particular way can be
attributed to the jealousy inborn in every human bemcr The
head that is affected by this disease cannot view with any
degree of pleasure the success of another. Hence it invents
some apparently innocent mathod of damaging tha parson in
the estimation of the world, and anointing in his place some
one of its own temperament. That is the rcason why the

tendency is very strong among the idle. Itis. in effect. a
defence of idleness.

The freezing effects of this practice cannot be balittled.
Every student loves fame. that last infirmity of noble mind.”
and abhors public censure. This love of fame induces the
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industrious student to work unnoticed by all. This alone can
account for the hypocrisies of apparently idle fellows like
those who pass the hours of the day inagreeable rivalries
and burn the midnight oil; who go to bed at 9 o’clock, get up
at 12, read till 4, sleep again till 7in the morning and go
about all day bragging that they have slept like a log; who go
for their evening walk with books concealed under their
shirts and, nimbly slipping into some isolated green, read
till dusk. It has been almost established that if a student
wants to study properly and at the same tima to be fres from
being the common butt of ridicule, he should be a skilful
hypocrite. Thus we find that even the end and aim of
education is dafeatad by this unwholesome tendency which
bas taken deep root among students.

Nature has endowed different people with different
quantities and qualities of intellect. ~The man with less
brains can never successfully compete with the man with
more. But is it right on the part of the so-called genius at
‘the top to remain idle just because he is already superior t5
the rest? The man who is superior to the rest has no
reason to boast of his superiority at all. If he does, it
only shows want of real wisdom. The taler.ts that he possesses
are a gift, and a gift which carries with it real burden.
Society cannot exist if all its members were of the sama
mental calibre. The man who has a greater ambunt of
natural gifts is ipso facto bound to perform better deeds and
work harder than another with a smaller amount. On the
contrary, if such a man were to waste his genius in idleness,
society is thereby impoverished. But it does not follow that
the less gifted can remain idle. For the prograss of societ
each one has to contributz his share. Honour is the rewatrd
that we offer for the fulfilment of this duty. To deny it to
the really deserving and to lavish it on the wholly unworthy
is to put a premium onidleness and stultify society. Itisa
social injustice, nay more, it is a sin against the light. Our

admiration of the better gifted should not be at the disparage-
ment of the less gifted. :




Doting
C. D. O.—iii class

“T was about 9 o’clock. A man, suddenly entering
my room, said, without any enquiry from me, that his
« intrusion should be imputed, though he was a perfect stranger
to me, to the amity that existed between him and me. I was
about to direct him to a seat, when I found he had already
occupied one. I measured him head to foot. I was right.
To me he was a perfect stranger. I wondered why this man,
whom 1 had neither seen nor heard of before, was so
‘hail-fellow-well-met’ to me. I stared at him. Staring at
a stranger is not good form; still an intruder has no right fo
complain. I concluded he was a strangar to good manners
 as well. ;
1, being the sole monarch of my realm, broke the ice:-
“Your name, please.”
“Vote—"
“What! Your nams is Vote ?”’
“No, my opponent is a student of the 1T class,” said he.
Though 1 tried to suppress my laughter I could not help
smiling.

“What brought you here?” 1 popped the question at.

him.

“Chacko, who is a candidate for the election asked me
to go over here and canvass for him.”

“Let me know your name.”’

“Manikutty.”

~ “But vou said your name was Vote.”

“Tid 1

“Yes. you did.”’

“Then it was nothing but the expression of the thought
which was uppermost in my mind. 1 will be earnest in the
business. The candidate is a liberal entertainer.”

Then he dwelt for some time on the abilities of his host
(excuse me); he would he eternally grateful to me; for “an
ungrateful man is a blot on the universal page of beauty,”

12
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he concluded. Thinking that his eloquence had swept me
off my feet, he took a slip »f paper from the table, and wrote
on it something. The cachography was worse than that of
the “finishing touches” of a Registrar on a mortgage-deed.
He quitted my room. This time he did not fail to give the
genteel salute with his umbrella. Hz went to the neighbour-
ing room thinking that he had bought m= body and soul. He
had not told me that I should vote for Chacko.

My neighbour was a friend of his. Upon entering the
room. he said in a loud voice, “You should vote for Mathen.”

From my room I shouted: “You told me you were can-
vassing for Chacko; now you say, ‘vote for Mathen’. Why
this .

“No. no. no.” said he. ““the former is for Foot-bhall, the
latter for Hockey”

“ Anybody else for any other?” I asked.

“Two moré,” he said.

Suppressed laughtsr from the rooms near by.

He again strolled along the Verandah, paused at the
entrance of each room. but never utterad a word. Finally he
left the hostel computing forty votes for his candidat2. Poor
candidates. how earnest!y their agents work !

Voting day was drawing near. One candidata. having a
great belief in the power of the press. determined to circulata
printed notices among students. The candidate effactad this
cirenlation through agents of great experience. But. whether
it was due fo the misfortune of the candidate or to the care-
lessness of the agents Ido not kpow. most of the notices
were cireulated among High School students. This was found
out by the candidate and on asking the asents he was told:
“There were many spare copics: 70U know we are your
friends; we know you have spent some money overit. So it
mst be put o the best use. A spare notice means 2 vwoie
lost” The czndidate did not seem convincad by their meson—

Nexiday. 2 wsmal. | want to the coliese. 1 found
two_hand I hand. At Gmes they would paase for 3 mumes

fare 0 Tace 25 1 o admbe sach other. Fimills thes pacaed
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only to form a new pair. At the stair-case students were
distributing pieces of paper. I was gloating over the scene,
when the unmannerly peon, to my greatest disappointment,
rang the bell.

I was in my study. The experiences of the day would
at times intrude into my mind and divert my attention. So
I closed my book and went to bed. I fell into slumber.
Suddenly I was startled asif a dart had struck me; for the
most insignificant incident, if unexpected, causes great alarm.
Up Irose. Tomy greatest astonishment, I found a pellet
of paper falling down from my breast.

I could not guess from whom it came. Had'I ever
been a lover, I would have, without any hesitation, taken
it for a billet-dou. Ah! had 1 been a lover!

I lighted the lamp; my attention became cautiously
fixad on the paper. I read some ‘names’, some ‘ships’, and
above all the word ‘Vote’ appearad in bold type. I spent some
tima2 ruminating over the namess and cursing the impudence
of the man who had thrown the missive. I do not know how
long I should have continued in this mood had not my atten-
tion been called away by a knock at the door. A clique
entered the room. 1 told them all that had happened and
showed them the slip which had disturbed my sleep.

“It is ours”, said they.

“Yours ? What does it mean ?’ 1 asked.

“You should vote for us. That is what it means.”

“Is this the proper time? Bea bit prudent,” said I
rather in a huff.

“Why are you angry?”’

“No, it is not anger but indignation.”

“We are not going to argus with you. Will you vote
for us ¥’

“T will consider”, said 1.

They quitted the room. 1 followed them and asked
them whether they were all candidates. They, again, perhaps
led by hope. entered my room without any invitation on my
part.

“Only one of us”’, they said.
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I was about to ask them who he was, when one gentle-
man smiled an immaculats smile and I understood him to be
the candidate.

“Bye-the-bye,” said I, “why do you print so many
names in the same slip? Is it not better to have a separate
slip for each name ?”’ :

“It is economy,” they said.

“What economy; after a'l?”

“No, you need not argue with us. Wae are students of
Economics.” - ‘

“Well, have your own way.”

“Alright, good-night.”

“Grood-night.” :

Next day arrangements were made for the debate. The
college auditorium was filled to suffocation. Orations were
delivered, recited and read. One orator seemed to reproach
the students for having assembled there instead of going to
their respective classes. - Another gentleman concluded his
speech, saying “With thess few words, vote for me.” And
to vote allwent.: = ¢




Gandhi and Lenin

K. N. Narayara Kaimal—iii U. C.

@N E of the persons I have to deal with lies embalmed
. in a temple in Russia, whither tens and thousands of
peasants and pilgrims make their visit yearly, though in his
own time he was uncompromisingly opposed te this practice
of hero-worship. The other is still alive as you and I are,
and youthful and energetic as we are not.  He is, indeed, a
young old man or an old young man, as you will. If you
would see him as he is, go to Shegaon. If you would know
him as he was till a few years ago, imagine yourselves to be
on the banks of the Sabarmathi which is vast and
extensive in the rainy season, but in summer is only a thin
narrow channel. On one side of this famous and historic
river lies an expansive uneven soil, strewn here and there
with prickly trees, through the foliage of which smoke curls
up the air from the numerous mills there. This, in fact, is the
Manchester of India. On the other side of the river, a few
hundred yards away, stands the Asramam of Gandhi. It has
no artistic beauty; a few prickly trees stand here and there
with luxuriant grass underneath.  There is no systemmatic
and scientific care that is characteristic of Santiniketham,
where the very grasses are planted in an artistic manner.
But Mahatmaji's Asramam, which, like those that we read
about in the Puranas, is a place for work after truth, is
marked by its simplicity.

It is extremely simple. It consists mainly of three
cottages, one a kitchen, another the visitors’ room, the third,
the office room, store room and sleeping room all combined.
There in that little room is spread a carpet of Khaddar,and at
the centre is a small writing table, by the side of which sits
the man we are anxious tosee. His spectacles, the half-
naked fakir’s dress and the toothless smile at once tell us that
this is the man in whose search we have travelled all the way.

13
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It is the pasonality of the man that appeals to us most.
Both Lenin and Gandhi were good laughers, who laughed
immeasurably. They knew how to make others laugh, too.
One of the biographers of Lenin says that, once in his attempt
to control his laughter by putting it in his hands, it escaped
through the sides of his hands and passed out. Mahatmaji,
too, is an excellent laugher. In his company every one is
very easy and at home.

Lenin was relentless and soft-hearted; Mahatmaji is
also exactly of that type. If the hardness of steel and the
sweetness of the rose could be synthesised by some means,
then you have a picture of both. In the Sikh Sathyagraha,
we saw how C. F. Andrews would have rushed against the
white men had it not been for the pledge he had given. while
Gandhi. accompanied by Desai, witnessed this scene of the
officers of law and order charging against the harmless
Satyagrahis with the blunt edge of their Lathis, not a drop
of tear escaping from his eyes. He was dreaming of a
liberation of India from her shackles by a similar process.

Gandhi in his Asramam was one of the most devoted
adherents of communism.. Now, what is communism ? It
is the condition of things according to which private property
should be abolished and all things held in common. In his
Asramam nobody was given anything more than what was
absolutely necessary. But each had his due share. The

money which was in excess should not be hoarded. but hand-
ed over to the Treasury.

Both are men of the peoplé. No halo of greatness
about them, no saintliness. Lenin had a broad and expansive
brow; Gandhi has eyes of a quiet but irresistible lustre. In
all other respects they are ordinary peasayits. Their writings
are simple, though surcharged with forcé and eloquence.

But as regards the end and the means, these two great
men stand poles apart. While Lenin held the view that “‘the
end justifies the means”, Gandhi is of opinion that “the
means that we adopt justifies the end”’. Thus with the sole



Gandhi and Lenin 51

idea of redeeming Russia from the shackles of oppression,
Lenin plunged the country into war and revolution,and in the
short space of six months he was able to achieve the end.
But to Gandhi this appeared to be brutal and inhuman. He
resorted to the method of bloodless revolution. He does not
want redemption at the point of the sword or the bayonet. He
would rather wait months and years and even suffer thral-
dom. The true, natural, genuine and harmless method of
Gandhi will ultimately prove its superiority to Lenin’s bloody
revolution.



Ghe Change of Gime

V., Chandrasekharan—ii U. C.

@'I‘HER times, other manners’”, says the French
proverb, “The old order changeth yielding place t> new .

Such are the signs of the times and need evoke no surprise. -

1 am not, however, dealing at present with general changes
of modes and manners in accordance with the doctrines of
progress and evolution. I wish to confine myself rigorously
to the topic of the proposed change of working-hours in
educational institutions.

The problem has been mooted from every point-of-
view, and the pros and cons of the question have been
laboured to death. It only remains for me to give a resume
of the various arguments that have been trotted out on both
sides by enthusiastic supporters.

The problemn may be simplified if we consider it from
two view-points:- (1) the object of the reform, (2) how far the
object is likely to be fulfilled.

The object of the reform. presumably. is to inculcate
the habit of early rising, to eicourage extra-curricular activi-
ties, to foster rural industries, to promote the intagrity of the
family-unit, and to assist the boy and girl to take part in the
daily avocations of the home and village. (This question, like
many of the questions affecting India, must be discussed from
the point of view of the village). ;

How far are these objects likely to be achieved ? May
I be permitted to engage the services of an advocatus diaboli ?
He says that “early to bed and early to rise”” is an out-worn
canon. He points to the discoveries of certain European
Scientists who say that better results can be obtained by sleep-
ing from 7 P.M. to 11 P. M. and working from 11 P. M., than
by the early- rising method. The advocatus diaboli asks whether
it is right to detract from the traditional sanctity of the mid-
night oil. In fact, he is mean enough to quots from a
brochure attached to a patent preparation called “Sulphur
Bitters””. He quotes in this wise:- “Now, my good, sensible

S2ae
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readers, I want you all to know that the old idea of many,
that you must rise early in order to be healthy, I do not
believe in; and I know from experience that I always feel
better when I get up in the morning at six o’clock than 1
did when I rose at four; and I further believe that the last
two hours of sleep which we have bcfore getting up are
worth all the other six hours put together. Then, to make a
long story short, I do not believe in getting up too early in
the morning.”— That is what old Dr. Kauffmanu says. 1t
does mnot require a great deal of imagination to discover the
evils of early rising in connection with the present reform.
1magine little children and their mothers gettingup at un-
earthly hours, consuming old rice or ill-cooked food, and
issuing forth on a dewy morning with cadjan-leaf torches.
Imagine girls and school-mistresses crossing flooded rivers in
the small hours of the morning. What protection have they
under the stars, against the manifold dangers of the road ?

The aduvocatus diaboli continues to say that extra-
curricular activities are likely to be neglected. He says that
the tirad boys and girls will drag their weary feet home to
enjoy a post-prandial nap during the blazing hours of a
summer day when even nature takes her afternoon siesta.
Even the studious boy may catch himself nodding over his
books. It is quite likely that boys may take to exhi -
larating or relaxing forms of exercise in the afternoon. at
least t> keep themselves awake. And a game of cards is as
good as any other. And think of the school and college-
playgrounds deserted in the evening! The silence is the
cilanoe of “‘waters stilled at even”. The playing-fields of
Eton, forsooth! Occasionally one may hear the whoops of a
few children on the road or see the ineffectual attempts of a
handful t> form an eleven for foct-ball. And let us hope, for
the sake of foot-ball, that boys will drop in at irregular inter-
vals, t7 instil fresh life into an already flagging game.

1t may also be vain to expect that a fillip may be
given to rural industries. continues the advocatus diaboli.
(rirls, it may be true, are more docile and industrious than
boys, and may give greater attention to sewing or poultry-
farming than boys. But the scope for girls is limited in

14
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industrial matters, and cottage industries suited to their
genius are ‘conspicuous by their absence’.

In a final peroration, the advocatus diaboli says that the
proposed reform is a menace to society in general. The
general wealth of the future generation will go down,he says,
owing to insufficient and improper food in the morning and
to long hours of continued work. The parents may have
their lives plagued out of them in the afternoon, and, as
somebody has written, even teachers may become lazy and
consider teaching only as an avocation of secondary import-
ance.

But, fortunately, the advocatus diaboli can see only the
seamy side of things. . FEven through his indictment we can
see the silver lining. Nobody has yet been killed by early
rising, and no one has attributed his failure in life to early
habits. On the other hand, Benjamin Franklin, Cobbet,
Smiles, and a host of others are in favour of that very useful
habit. KEven the Hindu Sastras are in favour of the early
hours of the morning for study and meditation.  The initial
resistance of the boys can be overcoms by a little compulsion.
And even they will walcoms thes long hours of rest in the
afternoon, with prospects of useful employmeant or profitable
amusement. Boys and girls will find time to develop their
particular and peculiar aptitudes, and will cease to be purely
spoon-fed, and machine-made. With the electrification of
the villages, a thousand and one useful projects will be placed
before the youth of the country and Travancore may blossom
into a land of industrial plenty. Industrial decentralisation
has been successful in Japan, which is a land of small hold-
ings; and there is no reason why it should not be equally
successful in Travapcore which bears so many resemblances

to Japan, not the least of which is our loyalty to our Sove-
reign. : :



Ghe Collapse of Democracy

Kok John—litdsC:

HE collapse of democracy has become a settled
fact. If it is not altogether annihilated by complex world-.
forces, it is, at least, on its last legs”, said an eminent author,
the other day. All over the world there is a feeling, which
is gaining ground day by day, that parliamentary Govern-
ment is doomed to failure. In fact, the nineteenth century
was the age of democracy; but the dawn of the twentieth
marks its decline. The Great War which was fought “to
render the world safe for democracy” has only made it easy
for dictatorships.

( Even a superficial study of contemporary world-politics
~ will, no doubt, serve to strengthen our emphasis on the
collapse of democracy. From China to Peru there is one
doleful story of parliamentary inefficiency, of revolutions and
of dictatorships. “Democracy’’, says a writer in the Modern
Review, “has been tried from earliest days—first in Greece
anl Romes and then in mediaeval England — tried and found
wanting and could only survive occasionally alternating with
dictatorships.” ~

To take the Land of the Rising Sun first, in our survey
of the world, we see thers a military despotism. Itis nota
despotism of war-lords or. military chiefs. “The driving
force”, says Mr. Churchill, “comes from secret groups in the
army, who, in the name of an exalted patriotism, murder
statesmen, generals or admirals, thought to be weaklings in
the Japanese Imperial expansion”. Passing westwards, we
see in Afghanistan, Persia, Egypt and Turkey, not to speak of
India and China, virtual dictatorships, either supported by
royal patronage or disguised by a show of democractic insti-
tutions.

Turning over to European politics, we see there, too, a
similar scene. The Italian Fascist experiment is unique in
its composition and significance. Finding the outward forms
of parliamentarism to be a mere luxury, Mussolini has done
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away with them. The tragedy of democracy in Spain is even
deadlier. Uuhappy Spain has entered upon the second year
of her Civil War. Even if the so-called Government, “the
champion of democracy”, happens to win, democracy is not
likely to occupy a high pedestal in that country.

In fact, England and France are the only two countries
where parliaments still function — aft least outwardly — as
in old days. But even there these are becoming hollow
shells. It was only the other day thata leading English
Liberal saidi— “Our representative Parliament is rapidly
becoming the machinery of registration for the dictates of a
governing caucus elected by an imperfect and badly working
electoral machine’’. '

But Germany has a different tale to t2ll. Her problem
is the problem of Hitler, according to whom ‘‘the time for
Parliamentary weakness is past’’. Every German has t> sing
Halelujah before this national demi-god. Kven in Russia,
“the most democratic country in the world’’ the scene is nct
dissimilar. Her dictatorship of the proletariat is in essence a
dictatorship ever the proletariat.

The recent history of the United States of America,
too, strengthens our conelusion about the fall of democracy.
The legal and constitutional position of her president, even in
normal times, is that of a dictator. His veto is absolute. The
case of President Roosevelt is unique in the history of the
“youngest of Nations’”. . His national Racovery Administra-
tion is an unmistakable sign of the collapse of democracy in
the New World. . : :

After all, why has democracy failed ? The failure of
democracy is due to a fundamental change in human psycho--
logy. The problems of the present day need prompt and ready
action. The parliamentary government, with its dilatory
methods, does not rise to the occasion. Hence it is that an
eminent authority on.contemporary politics has remarked,
that an average period of nineteen years was necessary for the
unanimous recommendation of a Royal Commission into law
in England. Disappointed at this stata of affairs, Lord Posonby
says:- “It has taken only a year to rebuild a larges part of
Rome. Bu it has taken us about three vears to say that we
will not build two new bridges in London”.
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Another reason why democracy has failed, is that
modern democratic institutions are unwieldy and unworkable.
A House of Commons composed of 615 members is but a
babel of tongues. It is recorded that the proceedings of the
House have been reduced to chaos, on numerous occasions,
because the members thereof were unruly and beyond
control, when swayed by outbursts of political passions.

. An additional reason of less importance, which has
contributed its quota to the failure of democracy, is that
corruption in electioneering does not seem to bave been fully
annihilated, even in a country having six hundred years of
parliamentary experience. Small wonder, therefore, if, in a
country like India, the ballot-box is entirely at the mercy of
the privy purse of the contestants in elections. If the revolt
against democracy is so insistent today, it is due to the fact
that the tima-honoured sanctity of the ballot-box is now
fully exploded. :

Perhaps the present predominance of dictatorships
may not continue for ever. There may come a day when
humanity may hecome more enlightened and broad-minded,
when justice and fair-play may reign supreme. Only then -
can there be a swing-back of the pendulum in favour of
dsmocracy. In the meanwhile let us dream, as Lord Tenny-
son did a century ago, of a time when we can hear

“Far along the world-wide whisper
of the South wind rushing warm,
With the standards of the peoples
plunging through the thunder-storms;
Till the war-drum throbb’d no longer
and the battle-flags were furled
In the parliament of Man,
the Federation of the World.”

15



Ghe Perfect Man

V. D. Antony—IV U, C.

ﬂN the editorial columns of that very respectable
journal “The Kerala Times” of September 14th, 1933, the
following paragraph appeared:—

“This "is the first time that we hear of a case,
where a very brilliant and famous man is murdered by
another, not equally famous but not less promising. No one
who has ever heard of the “Modern Man”’ will deny the
extra-ordinary brilliance of its young author. Mr. G-— was
undoubtedly one of the brightest representatives of the
younger generation and it is said that as a lawyer he had few
equals. We are surprised to find that such a man
should be murdered by one who is reportad to have been his
only friend and greatest admirer. From the circum-
stances of the case we are inclined to belisve that the accused
was at that time suffering from some unaccountable mental
malady. However, it is most unfortunate thata man of
Mr. P—'s promises and talents should be sentenced to death.
In him. our language loses one of its ablest critics. ... 1t is
not our purpose here. even if we were allowed to do so, to
comment upon a sentence passed by perhaps the ablest and
most learned judge in our country.”

In another part of the same paper. I found the follow-
ing report from one of ““Our own correspondents’’:—

“The Modern Man Murder Sensation
The voice of the judge falters

“Yesterday, at four in the afternoon, the judgment on
the sensational ~“Modern Man Murder Case”” was given by
Justice Mr. M—. The court-room was packed. Justice Mr.
M— concluded his judgment with the following words:
“The accused has confessed his guilt. He has not even
attempted to answer the questions from the prosecution side.
Besides. he is heard to have shouted several times in the
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court, ‘I am guilty. =~ Hang me if you want.” Not a word of
self-justification has escaped his lips. His attitude through-
out was one of defiance and utter indifference. = Under these
circumstances, I am compelled. against my own inclinations,
to pass the sentence of death upon him. Painful as it is, I am
driven to it; for law and equity allow of no alternative. I
have the greatest compassion for Mr.P—. I know him to be a
Jawyer of no little promise and a writer of great talents.”
When the last sentences of the judgment were read, the
voice of the judge seemed to falter and beads of perspiration
stood upon his forehead. It is rather strange that, while the
judgment was being read out, nota tremor of emotion did
appear in the accused. The fact that the murder was com-
mitted by a man of university education and no mean culture
makes it unique in the annals of crime. This is perhaps the
most sensational murder case that has appeared in this
country for the last several years.”

With the reporter of that paper I too felt that it was a
most astonishing case. In my college days Mr. P— was
among my intimate friends. I had known him as a delicataly
sensitive young man with a very promising future. The
vicissitudes of life had separated us since then and for the
last five or six years we had not met each other. When I
had finished reading these extra-ordinary itams of intelligence.
I relapsed int> a mood of sad reflaction. The past rose
vividly before my mind. Mr. P— a murderer ? It was .
incredible. There was nothing in his nature which suggested -
atrocity. True, he was whimsical and even morbidly fanciful.
But that was no explanation for a crime of this kind.

* ¥ *
Three days later. I received a let:er. 13 g:ve_jhe full
text of the letter below:— MUL
Dear friend. ””HI”HI ” " m

I have reached the end of my journey. A row mows
more. and my carcass will be dangling from the noose. But
before the end comes, I must unburden my soul. I have
been a dreamer in life and I pass out of it as a dreamer. The
realities of life and the agonies of the soul have only just
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begun to frown upon me. ButIam about to pass into a
region where they can do me no harm. Perhaps this is idle
writing. The minutes are flying. 1 must hurry up. Excuse
me, dear friend, if you find much that is incredible in this
letter. The circumstances under which I write are
not those suited for cool and clear composition. Much I
refrain from expressing, and much that I express may not be
well- expressed. But at this late hour I cannot hope to
overcome these defects. Language is too feable to express
the subtle and infinite moods of the human mind. Ssveral
things, obscure and unintelligible, may creep into this lettar.
The inadequacy of language and my own feeble mastery of it
are my only apologies. Ah! these minutes, my friend, are
too dear and precious ! Therefore, I will be brief.
* * * * *

- Two years have passed since I first became acquaintad -
with the most perfect man 1 ever knew in life. He was -
at that time thirty-five years of age, a bachelor, tall and
singularly handsome, with a face which bore the suspicion of
a habitual disdain. Our first meeting was in a Court of Law.

I had just taken: my degree in law and was about t>
begin my career asa lawyer. The very first day I appaarsd
in Court brought me under ‘the spell of this extra-ordinary
man. A murder-trial was going on.  He was the counsel for
the Defendant.” when he stood up to speak, a great silence
came over the court. + HKvery one seemsd to expact some
mighty revelation. . All faces wera turned towards him. He
spoke for an hour;and that hour sealed my fate. Oh! naver,
never from the lips of mortals, has emanated such impassion-
ed eloquence!  His consummate mastery of the abstruse and
intricate details of law, his keen insight into human nature,
his wonderful command of words, aboveall, his passion
for justice,—these held me spell-bound. At the end of his
moving peroration he stood motionless and silent for a few
moments and then sank into his seat. When he sat up again,
there was not the slightest trace of exhaustion about him.
The memory of that great hour seemed to have gone out of
his mind. " Apparently, his thoughts were wandering in some
vague, far-off lands. For the rest of the day, I had no other
feeling than that of having witnessed something grand and
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almost miraculous. And for the first time in my life I became
ccneantrated upon a single and singular man.

In the evening I made some interested enquiries about
him. One of my friends said, “Why, you don't know Mr.

G—? He is the most reputed lawyer here. He is rather

stand-off-ish,you know.,and shuns all company. He came here
syme two or three years ago. But few people know anything
more about him than that heis a prodigy of wisdom. 1 have
seldom seen him talking with any one. Of course, he
talks with his clients. But that's a different thing. He
doesn’t come to the court every day. But when he comes he
wins his case and earns a lot.”

“Ah, then, I understand,”’ I said. ““Hs2 is the author of
that famous book. ‘The Modern Man’.”

“Have you read it ?”’

“No. But I have heard others saying that it is the most
sensational bo ~k written by a young man in India.”

“Hea was only twenty-five or twenty-six whan he wrote
that book,” my friend said. “Within a month of its publi-
cation it was suppressed by the government. It is the fiercest
and most vigorous attack made on old traditions, institutions
and baliefs. He seams to have sparad not even God. Had it
not been for that book. he would have besn raised to the

- B meh long ago.”

“Has he writtan anything since ?”’

““Nc; when once asked about it. he seems to have
said, ‘Oh! the gaol is no agresable place. 1 care more for
freedom than reputation’.

I felt keenly intsrastad. Aftar a nausa. my friend
ccntinued: “Unlike soma patty intellectuals, he has no dis-
dain for the physical aspact of life. In his book he has
strongly advocated the cause of physical culture. For he says
that “prematurs old age is one of the most lamentable symp-
toms of our generation”. Haven’'t you notad his physical
fsatures ?  What symmeatry and perfection! It is the result
of hard exercise. Once I happened to visit his house. Then
I found two heavy clubs in one of the rooms. The servant
told ma that his master takes regular exercise with them.”’

“That's greatness real and perfected”. I exclaimad in
admiration. “The man who develops his intelloct at the
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expense of his body is certainly a lesser man than one who
has an equal regard for both.” I felt then I was giving out
a piece of profound philosophy.

* * * * *

A few days later the accused was acquitted. In the
judgment, the- judge had paid a glowing tribute to the
Defendant’s Counsel. For a week or so, I did not meet Mr.
G—, again. When he came next, there was another great
sensation in the Court. The same knowledge of law, the
same understanding of man, the same mastery over the
niceties of language and the same impassioned devotion to
justice were once again exhibited. The result was not less
gratifying. Another wretched soul was released from the
fatal grip of law.

For three months, not a word passed between us. We
were strangers to each other. He was not even awars that
he had an interested spectator. I was madly longing for an
occasion. Then, one day, towards the close of an evening, 1
suddenly came upon him in a remote part of the town. He
was alone, walking with slow, maasured steps. A few words
passed between us. He was curt to the point of rudeness,
and I was not a little disappointed. A week later we mot
again and at the same spot. This time 1 engaged him a little
longer in conversation with some enquiries after his lodgings
and hobbies. His answers were brief. unenthusiastic, and t>

" the point. He seemed to avoid carefully every superfiuous
word. o

Gradually, my acquaintance with him matured into a

- sort of hero-worship on my part and contemptuous acquie-
scence on his. He began to dominate my thoughts. I felt
dejected and uneasy on the days that I did not see him. 1
attended the Court because I knew he would be there. In
the evenings. I found myself walking towards his house. If
he was not there, I would saunter in the suburbs of the town
in the hope of meeting him in some out-of-the-way place,
till it was very late in the night.

I e e o
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His house was situated in a sequestered quarter of the
town sparsely studded with houses. Himself and a servant
were the only occupants of the house. ~ What impressed me
most was the air of perfection that pervaded it. There was
such neatness, such an air of completeness, about everything
there. The flower-pots in the courtyard, the carpets on the
floor, the furniture, the books on the shelves,—all these
manifested a hand scrupulously neat and methodical in its
operations. This air of perfection was confined not to the
house alone. It reflected in the dress and manners of its
master. His dress, nc doubt, was very simple.  But looking
at it, one felt that no other dress could be in better harmony
with his physical make-up. His manners were polite, polite
to the last degree. But it procesded. not from respect for
others, but from a sort of indifference, a veiled contempt.

As days passed, my thoughts became more and more
concentrated upon him. How was it that I came to conceive

such a strange passion for this man?— I asked myself. Was

it bacause I had the soul of a woman in me? Whataver it
might have been, I am fully convinced that it was no mere
hero-worship; for the soul of hero-worship is admiration on
the part of the worshipper. But in my attitude towards him
there was something more than admiration. something
stronger. mora emotional, more akin to the love of a woman
in the early raptures of a first love. 1f I happened to meet
him undxpectedly in one of the streets, suddenly I would
blush and my voice would falter........

Men ara by nature inclined to talk a great deal about
themselves, when they know that they have worshippers.
But my haro was of a diffsrent sort. There was nothing in
his life which I was not interested in. But thers was nothing

_in his life which my deity took the slightsst delight to dis-

close t9 me. The evenings wa passad in his houss ware passed
mostly in silence. Werea his parents alive? Had he brothers

~and sisters ? A host of similar questions would rise to my

lips, but- I never had the courags t> put them into> words. It
was no idle curiosity, but something born of that deep interest
1 had come to take in his life. Hs seamead, however,to have not

_even the faintest interest in the details of his own life. He

never spoke of himself. Butone could easily feel that every
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word he uttered was instinet with his personality. He
was the greatest and most subtle egoist I had ever come
across. Kven when he spoke of the most abstract things, and
in a way that was most dispassionate, every word was
intensely personal, intensely alive with the individuality of
the speaker. :

Sometimes I said to myself: “This evening I will tell
him everything— everything about my people, my friends,
my sorrows, joys and aspirations.” But in his presence my"
urge for confidence was promptly snubbed. That grave and
inexorable disinterestedness warned me not to venture into
autobiography. Was this indifference affected or real? 1 can-
not say. It was only too likely that he had known some of
my books; at least he must have seen soma of my more recent
articles. 1 always felt that he would at any moment allude
t> my writings. But he never made the mcst distant allusion
to any of them. The usual expression of his face was cne of
scorn and contempt. born asit would seem of a profound
distrust of the meanness and shiftiness of the man he knew.
His smile—when he deigned to smile—had a hidden element
of irony in it, which only made it all the more charastevistic.
Ah!it was with a sense of shame—of bitter humiliation—that
I returned to my lodgings. very latz in the evening.

* * * * *

In the long run. his calm and alcofness began t5 chill
me. His very perfection which held me in its bondage filled
me with a vague, inexpressible horror. And I becams jealous
of his cold-blooded, inhuman perfection! 1 felt—*%e!t vaguely
and uneasily—that there was some mystery about his life. It
was impossible—impossible, I argued-—to affact such perfect
idifference in the face of such an impassioned worship.
That indifference, I felt, was deliberate, studied. - It was the
desire t> maintain this impression of perfection that made
him silent in my presence. A longing—a mad and fierce
l;nging—to break my idol. Fegan to obsess my soul. In vain
I sought to {ind a blot upon his charactar.

One evening. towards the close of last March, his ser-
vant came to me in a hurry and said—“Mastser has sent me
to tell you, Sir. that he will not be at home this evening.”’
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“Where is he going ?”’ ‘

“I dorw’t know, Sir. Hoa called me and said, ‘Go and tell
P— that I will not be here this evening. You can go homs
for the night. But be here at six to-morrow morning. Don’t

forget’.”

That evening, I was terribly uneasy. The conviction
that something which I had been seeking forlong had at
last arrived, dawned upon mas. The whols affair smacked of
mystery. Atabout eleven o’clock that night, I stapped into
the moon-lit lane outside. The town lay hushed. The street
lamps appeared pale in the silvery flood of the moon. 1
walked in the direction of G—s house. A closad ‘riksha’
passed by ma. From some inexplicable feeling, I followed it
at a rapid pace. A quarter of an hour later I found it stop-
ping at Mr. G—'s gate. = The gats was instantly opened. A
slender fligure clothed in -white from nead to foot emarged
from the ‘riksha’ and passed into the house.... A feeling of
wild exultation seized ms. I felt that I would shout. But I
beat my thoughts down for a while aud waited outside. Then,
slowly and silently. I climbad the wall anl droppead into the
courtyard below. My eyes turned in the dirsction of his
study. Ths window was half-closed. A lamp, dimly burning,
sent its feebls rays infto the shadow of the building outside.
A moment later, I stood beneath the window. I peeped in.
Silhouestted against the window was a figure quit2 unlike that
of Mr. G—. The figurs turned its profile against the lamp.
It was a nctorious woman of the town! Again I was seized
with a wild desire to shout. In that mad moment of exulta-
tion, all the humiliations I had hitherty suffered cried for
vengeance. It was with great effort that I retraced my
stzps in silence.

Though I had passed a slespless night. I was unusually
gay and lively the next day. A feeling of triumph kept
stirring in my soul. 1 talked a great deal and laughed with
- @xcessive gusto.  Precisely at ten, I saw Mr. G— entering
the court and going to bis seat. He was the same perfect
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man, perfectly dressed and perfectly cool. The adventure of
the previous night had not left the slightest mark upon his
features. While looking intently at him, I felt a secret
impulse within urging me to knock him down from his seat
and trample upon him. '

* #* * * *

In the evening we mest. 1 was returning from an
entertainment given by one of my friends. eing a little
drunk, I felt slightly out of sort. But my sensibilities were
only sharpened by the liquor.

He was alona in the house. I expacted youat N—'s,”
I said.

“I bad an invitation, but had to decline it owing to
some other engagement,”’said he with implacable coolness. In
fact, he had no other engagement, and 1 knew it.

A silence ensued.

At last I said, “The guests included Miss M— also.”

“Miss M—?" he asked with studied unconcern.

“Yes; Miss M—,” I said, ““she is really a very beautiful
woman, aud very smart”’. For the first time since the begin-
ning of our acquaintance, I felt his equal.

“After all, she is a woman,” said he with contempt in
his tone.

This was meant as a rebuff. And I felt it.

“But women are not so bad as all that, are they?”

He was keenly alive to the irony in my remark.
“Perhaps, may not be to some.” He spoke with forced
calm. : :

I felt hell surge within me.

“But you are not very indifferent to women, are you?”’
1 asked.

He marked the concealed exultation in my tone.

“What are you driving at?”’ he asked impatiently.

“Oh! nothing. 1 was only thinking that last night—"’

“Last night ?  What do you mean ?’—he demanded.
For the first time, I noted a slight tremer in his voice.

7

S gl

3 r———



The Perfect Man 67

“Last night, my dear Sir,”’1 continued,“when you were
with that infamous woman, you did not appear to be very
indifferent.”’

He sprang to his feet. He was ghastly pale. A glare
of diabolic fury came into his eyes. He darted a glance at
the heavy club that lay on the floor. Inan instant 1 seized
it and struck him fiercely on the forehead. He staggered and
then fell down heavily. Blind with fury, I struck, and struck
again. When I recovered myself, there lay my perfect man
on the floor, writhing in agony, his contorted face bathing in
blood. ....... Then all was silence.

This is my story. You know the rest.

“Your unfort.nate friend.”



Ghe Heart of Sighs

K. Sreedharan Nair—IV U.C,

IM1Y heart is yearning still, brother.
For that I can’t explain;

it sighs like yonder mountain wind,
And mcans and moeans in vain !

A thousand birds do sing and fly
In the glorious morn;

A thousand hues and shapes flit by
Amidst the light just born.

The sun ascends the cloudless skv.
- The world is hot and tense—
Nct a rustle, not a movement—
The heat. it is intense.

The scene doth change with lightning speed,
The western sky is red.

The sun sinks through the swaying reeds,
And day and night are wed.

The stars pierce the murky biue
And shed an eerie light. -
Can human mind a scene picture
That beats the starry night ?

By a mellow haze is paintad
The eastern sky. away.
The silver moon now peeps and sits
Atop the mountain. grey.

The smiling flood of silver sheen.
The singing nightingale.

The western wind with perfume strong.
The arbour in the vale
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But ah! my friend! the scene does not
To me some joy impart.

How can it, when nothing is
Attuned to my lone heart ?

‘The scene is perfect,” some maintain,
But somthing still it wants—

A dream that gladdens youthful hearts,
A nymph in sylvan haunts !

Nature thinks by showing often
Her beauty-bag to all

The human heart does stronger grow
To stem tha surging gall.

My heart is not so armoured, friend,
By nature glad and gay.

* Methinks its fate is horrible

g om

And i]iﬁ{y blauk the way.

The daq k and stormy rloudq do not
o A siiver lining hold,
I peep and clutch at that T-want
“And grope about* bhnd’[old !

i ‘A light!” T cry for dear 11fe a4

But no one heeds'the. ()allM B
The world'#evels, I know 1ot how
To hugh as others fall !

And then my heart doth miss a beat
And expectant remain

Ty e

It sighs like yonder mountain wind,
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And weeps and weeps in vain !
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Ghe College Debating
Society

_.._.—X____.._.

By the Chronicler

The old order changeth—

HANGAN ACHERRY, like Rome, moves slowly;
but when it does, it makes a lot of noise. = The Cbllege Da-
bating Society turned the proverbial new leaf last July with a-
great deal of ceremony and considerable ostantation. The
Society was reconstituted on the lines of the Parliamsntary
Debating Societies of certain other colleges and universities.
The President, the Vice-President and the Sacratary ars now
elected half-yearly from among the students by all the
students of the College and members of the staff.

Nomination papers were called for, towards the middle
of July. An intensive election campaign followed, which
reminded cynics of the politics of Lilliput. The candidates
grew hoarse with blowing their own trumpets. Billets
modestly setting forth the virtues of rival aspirants to office
were strewn about like leaves in Vallambrosa. The two
candidates for the President’s office wers both so deserving
that many a voter, it is suspected, spread out his hands in
sheer helplessness and lamented: ‘How happy could I be with
either if the other charmer were away!’

The Election Debate

The Society did not believe in putting its shirt on dark
horses. It was, therefore, proposad to hold a public debata
just before the polling, in which all the candidates were
invited to take part. The Election Debats was held on 2lst
July, when Mr. M. P. Paul M. A. took the chair. Aftar
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explaining, with suitable gravity, the spirit of the new
experiment, the chairman called upon Mr. S. Varadarajan
Nair, one of the candidates for the President’s office, to move
the resolution standing in his name. He moved that ‘this
House condemns the Congress Working Committee’s decision
to accept office’. He pointed out that the Working Committee
had infringed the rights of the A.I. C. C., and condemned
the decision of July 7th in words which the Congress President
-himself had employed earlier in the year. He refused to
believe that the Governor’s special powers were no hindrance
to political progress. The Congress ministers, he said, have
very sensitive corns and the governors are sure to tread on
them. This will lead to repeated elections which are physi-
cally and spiritually exhausting. Besides, by accepting
office, Congress may be committing themselves to the proposed
Indian Federation, which would be overweighted by the forces
of obscurantism. :

He was seconded by Mr. P. R. Madhavan Pillai. Mr.
K.®P. Kesavan, the other candidate for the Presidentship,
then rose to oppose the motion. He argued that one of the
surest ways of thwarting Federation was for the Congress to
accept office and to refuse to elect representatives to the
Federal Legislature. Besides, there were many pressing
reforms which a Congress ministry alone could carry through,
such as a more rational system of taxation than is now in
force. Perhaps the liveliest moment in the debats came when
Mr. Kesavan’s eloquence flared up at the thought of the
pessibility of the national flag flying over government
buildings. e o
Mr. K. Velu Pillai and Mr. Thomas Mukkattukunne]
then spoke for the motion, and Mr. C. J. Cherian opposed it.
The mover, inrising to make his reply, summarily disposed of
Mr. Kesavan’s raptures over the national flag {lying over
government buildings, by coolly reminding the House that
he for one could not feel any enthusiasm for the prospect of
hoisting the national flag in the company of the Union Jack.
The President then declared that the motion had been talked
out. Polling of votes commenced immediately after the
meeting. :
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The personnel of the Standing Committee for the first
half-year was announced the following week. Of the ten

members, seven are students. i afs
Président: Mr. K. P. Kesavan.
Vice-President: Mr. C. J. Cheriyan.

Secretary: 3¢ . - Mr. P. R. Madhavan Pillai.
Class Representatives: Mr. 3. Subramoniam 1V U. C.
Mr. K. Sivasankbra: Pillai 111 U. C.

- “My. #hilip Thotmamil U. C. -

¥ : Mr. Cyriac J. Nidhiry 1 U. C.

Staff Representatives: Mr. O. C. Varghese M. A., L. T.
! e Mr. P.R. Doraiswami Sarma(Siromani)

Chairman: Mr. V. V. Jonn M. A. g

i i ' {35 £ ik
lnm:gural Address : o T s i
237107 ¢

W

" The Inaugural Address of the year was deliverad by
Mr. G. Ramachandran, Secretary of the Kerala Provincial
Baard of ke Harijan Sevak Sangh, on 1€th August.
.- 7% The niéeting was held under the joint auspices of £he
College Debating Society, the Szience Association and the
History anl Economics Associati)n,:” Tne thr2s a sici-
ations jointly constitute the Collegz Union. Ths2 intricacies
of the three constituents of the Union were explained by Mr.
V. V. Johuiw his Welcoms Speech: “The Cbllege Union
metaphysically consists of three associations at present. The
U nion tselfs; as somebody observed the other day, an ima=
ginaty institution like the Travancore Si#car One Rupee or
the equatorial line. But it fulfils itself+in three ways, the
College Dabating Society, the Science Association and the
History and Economies Association. In discussing momentous
questions like the frequency and application with which
Glaflstqrne chewed his food, and the economics of murdering
one’s ownrgrandmother, we have the History and Economics
Association.  The Science Association is thers to pronounce
on abstruse andwintriguing subjects such as the difference
between College 'Times: and Time as understood by the un-
initiated wofld outside. For quarrels in.a general way, we
have~the College Dabating Society.. The College Union is
hus modestly endeavouring to be all things to all men’’.

»
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The president made a statement regarding his plans for
the half-year, and, incidentally indulged in a spirited exhorta-
tion to all whom it might concern, to encourage debating
talent in the Coltege. He also announced that the Standing
Committee had agreed to elect Mr. G. Ramachandran as an
Honorary Member of the Debating Society.

Mr. Ramachandran then delivered the Inaugural
- Address on The Renaissance in India. (The short-hand reporter
who had been got down for the occasion was about forty
words per minute behind the speaker, and what was even
more awkward, he confessed later on that he could not
decipher what little he had got down.) Mr. Ramachandran
endeavoured to show how a spiritual background existed for
all the renaissances of India both national andlocal. That
background was very unmistakable in Vedic and Buddhist
culture. After the Buddhist Renaissance, one does not come
across any nation-wide awakening until recent times. Mean--
while, iocal renaissances have manifested themselves time
and again. The Sikh Renaissance was the result of the impact
of Hinduism with Islamic thought; and the Arya Samaj and
the Brahmo Samaj were the result of a similar impact with
Christian thought. The new awakening we are Jiving through
today is not local, but national.  With some reluctance the
speaker ventured to give the unattractive(?)name of Gandhism
to the philosophy that has inspired the new Indian Renaiss-
ance. The philosophy is not new. The spirit of the Upanishads
and of Buddhist thought lives again in Gandhian philosophy,
just as the spirit of the Ajanta paintings lives again in the
paintings of Nandalal Bose and Abanindranath Tagore. There
is no politics for Gandhiji divorced from religion. The lecturer
concluded by wishing that the true Gandhian spirit may
inspire the Congress Ministries. The meeting came to a close
with the singing of Vancheesa Mangalam. ;

Second Public Debate

At a meeting held on 26th August, Mr. 5. Varadarajan
Nair moved that ‘In the opinion of this House, Scientific
Inventions have done more harm than good to humanity’. He

contended that machinery has ruined cottage industries, and
19
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has saved labour so thoroughly that it has thrown millions of
people out of work. Scientific inventions have so far only
made the world safe for capitalism and Imperialism. Mr. Nair
somewhat spoilt the effect of his arguments by contending
that science has encouraged atheism.  Mr. R. Paul Thottan
seconded the motion in a vehement speech. Mr. N. V.
Varghese led the opposition. The burden of his speech was
that the members on the other side of the House were so
many barbarians. He was in raptures over the achievements .
of modern science. He then went off at a tangent to show
that, if science was no good, the other subjects like economics
and history, that were taught in the college, were infinitely
worse. Mr. D. Gopalan M. A., in a learned speech, then
showed how absurd it was to relate atheism to science. He
spoke of the ennobling influence which the pursuit of
scientific knowledge has on man. He also contended that the
abuse of certain inventions by men was nota sufficient
argument against scientific inventions in general. . Mr. K. S.
‘Kurian, Mr. P. A. Joseph, Mr. K. N. George, Mr. Francis
D’Cruz and Mr. V. A. George also spoke against the motion;
and Mr. A. V. Zacharias and Mr. V. V. John spoke for the
motion. -The debate was adjourned at 5-45 P. M. and was
resumed on 6th October. The champions of scientific inven-
tions came in full force. Mr. P. M. Augustine, Mr. J.
Varghese and Mr. Antony Pereira spoke against the motion;
and before this avalanche of enthusiasm, what could Mr.
V. C. Samuel’s support for the motion do ? The motion was
put to the house and lost by an overwhelming majority.

Third Public Debate

On 12th October, a debate in Malayalam was held
under the auspices ~f the Society. Mr. M. N. Govindan Nair,
B. A., B. L., moved that ‘In the opinion of this House, Hindi
should be adopted as the national language of India’. He
spoke of the feeling of brotherhood that would be fostered
among all Indians by the adoption of a national language.
Hindi was already the mother-tongue of millions in North
India. The others could learn the language without much
difficulty. The speaker also dwelt on the possibilities of
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Hindi for vigorous expression of ideas; it was a language fit
for herces. Mr. Raghava Panicker seconded the motion in
an admirably lucid speech. Mr. P. Sivarama Pillai M. A,
L.L. B., M. L. A., led tae opposition. He did not see why the
great variety of languages in India should be a hindrance to
achieving national unity. Mr. Govindan Nair could learn
Hindi in three months. But few people were so clever. The
Hindi-speaking people of North India will come to have an
_ unfair advantage over the people of other provinces in the
nationa] legislature and elsewhere. Besides, the speaker
saw no prospect of persuading the Urdu-speaking Muslims to
accept the Devanagari script. Mr. Antony Pereira, Mr.
E. M. Joseph, Mr. P. P. George and Mr. V. V. John also
spoke against the motion, which was then put to the house
and was carried.

Inter~Collegiate Debate on Prohibition

A Debating Team from the St. Thomas’ College,
Trichur, led by Mr. V. Achuthan Nair M. A. took part in the
fourth public debate of the year held 23rd October. A large
gathering attended the debate. Mr. N. V. Ittiachan, St.
Thomas’ College, moved that ‘This House congratulates the
Congress Ministries on their policy of the prohibition of
alcoholic drinks’. He said, Prohibition was the greatest social
experiment of modern times. The Congress is an organisation
of the poor. It is tackling the evil of evils. The evil of drink
is to be viewed from a social, religious and economic point of
view. All the religions of the world condemn it as a blot on
civilization. It leads to immorality, degrades social life,
destroys the peace of domestic life. The Opposition might
base their arguments on the economic aspect of the question.
Economically, prohibition must be a great boon. 1t will lead
to contented and happy life in millions of homes where now
such blessings are unknown. Labourers will be better able to
furnish their houses and look after their families. 1t will
undoubtedly increase the purchasing power of the poor
paople. The mover anticipated that the Opposition would
refer to the American experiment which is supposed to have
been a failure. Even in America, Prohibition was a success
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from™ an economic point of view. During the period of
Prohibition, the savings of Americans, deposited in banks,
increased. Prohibition increased the industrial efficiency of
America. The anti-prohibitionists are apprehensive that
Prohibition will mean less revenue. They point out that the
income from Excise is utilized now for nation-building
purposes. It is a great shame if a government cannot carry
on without the income from drink. It is the rich that stand
to gain by the drink evil. To make up for the loss of revenue,
why not increase the taxes upon the rich ? Supsr-tax and
death-duties could be introduced. There are possibilities of
retrenchment; substantial cuts could be made in the salaries
of officers. The Congress Ministries have shown how expen—
diture on the machinery of government could be reduced, by
taking for themselves only nominal salaries. - The Opposition
might contend that the abolition of the evil should not be
a matter of compulsion, but one of private judgmant. Laws
restraining the freedom of the individual exist already.
Whenever there is a grave national danger, ths governmant
must interfere. The drink evil has becoms a national danger
It can be tolerated further only at the risk of national ruin. -
Would anybody contend that by abolishing Sati in India, and
by abolishing slavery in America, the governments were
riding rough-shod cver the liberties of the people ?

Mr. P. A. Joseph, -seconding the motion, pointed out
that Prohibition has become an unseemly word on account
of the American precedent. Prohibition failed in America
‘because of wholesale political corruption whlch paralysed the
arm of the law.

Mr. A. G. Augustine, Secretary of the Debating Socie-
ty,St.Tnomas’ College, Trichur, led the opposition. Prohibition,
he said, denies the privilege of drinking only to poor people.
Emopeans in this country and the rich may drink. Can the
evil not touch them?  Prohibition is a violation of the
freedom of the individual. And besides, when one came
right down to think of it, drink was not so bad in itself if one
knew how to have it in proper quantities.

Mr. K. M. George said that drink was an evil even in
cold countries and was a greater evil in hotter climates. Drink
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has very nearly ruined the coal-miners of Bengal. Mr. R.
Paul Thottan, who spoke next, feared that drink is a heredi-
tary evil. Mr. P. C. Joseph did not think much of a govern-
ment that would not allow one to order one’s own dinner.

Mr. P. R. Krishna Iyer M. A., speaking in support of
the motion, ventured to predict that Changanacherry will in
the near future be the Salem of Travancore. The problem in
. India is different from ths problem in the West. In the
West there is no stigma attached to the consumption of
alcohol. In India all religions discountenance the habit.
Tims and again, Prohibition has been described as bad
economics. It is in anticipation of economic difficulties that
it has been decided to introduce Prohibition by stages. In
Salem alone it will involve a loss of 26 lakhs of rupees to the
government. But the people of Salem will meanwhile be
saving no less than a crore. The introduction, therefore, of
Prohibition in the whole Province will involve a loss of 4
crores to the government; but by the obliteration of a moral
evil, the people cf the province will be saving as much as 16

crores. 1s that bad economics? asked the speaker. This.

ensrmous purchasing power could be utilized for procuring
the necessaries of life. The price of paddy will go up imme-

diately. The people would be better fed and better clothed:,

Thas would mean the economic regsneration of the country.

The speaker went on t> say that there is a school of thought -

‘which holds that; -once drink is abolished, the poor wage-
earner will come to entertain a desperate philosophy of life
and will not work hard any more, for there will be nothing
left in life to spend his earnings on. But that is too low and
unwarranted an estimate of human nature. They say that
the labourer drinks in order t> drown the miseries of life.
But that will be suicidal drowning. The speaker thought
that the abolition of the evil would pave the way for new
industries which will absorb the unemployed. He concluded
by pointing out that Prohibition was an integral part of the
Gandhian renaissance. ;

Mr. V. Achyuthan Nair M. A. gave a humborous turn
t> the debate. Ha said that, befors Sati was abolished,

29
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there had been intensive social propaganda against it. The
Sarda Act has now been on the statute book for some years.
But there is no doubt it is very widely violated. The
Congress Ministries are actuated by the loftiest of motives;
but honesty of purpose by itself cannot do anything. Was
not Don Quixote thoroughly honest when he attacked the?
windmill? The: demon of liquor that Mr. Rajagopalachari
hopes to crush is as much a figment of the imagination as
Don Quixote’s giant. There are people who drink and there
are people who are drunkards. The poor labourers drink
toddy for physical and mental relaxation. It isan illusicn
to say that, as soon as Prohibition comes into force, the
economic condition of the people will be improved. Itis a
solid fact that there will be a huge loss of revenue, while the
gain to the people is mostly illusory.

Mr. A. A. Joseph, Mr. P. C. Kurian and Mr. V.
Gopala Menon (St. Thmas’ Collego), a'so spoke against the
motion. Mr. Anantha Narayanan (St. Thomas™ College)
supported the motion, after which Mr. M. P. Paul M. A.
spoke against the motion. The problem of government, he
pointed out, is to reconcile the liberty of the individual with
the authority of the stats. High-mindedness in polities is nct
everything. Individual liberty is being seriously threatened.
Today it is toddy. Tomorrow it may be tza and coifee and
cigarettes. (This last-mentioned calamity sent a visible
shudder through the speaker’s body.) Abuse is no argument
for the total abolition of drink. One might as well cure a
headache by cutting off the head. Thers is every likelihood

_that in the application of the law we shall soon witness
inquisitorial methods. Wives will blackmail husbands when
the husbands come home after having had a sip on the sly.

The speaker concluded by saying that the whole programme
is an affront to human nature.

Mr. K. Kunjukrishna. Pillai . then spoke for the motion
and Mr. C. J. Cherian against. The motion was talked out.
By the way, the short-hand reporter had exhausted his
patience long before the debate was closad. :
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Inauguration of the Arts Club

At 7P. M. the same evening, the Arts Club was
inaugurated with a short programme of variety entertain-
ments. Mr. Christopher D’Cruz sang well, and played the
mandolino and the accordion with considerable proficiency.
As for the rest, the audience provided much of the enter-
tainment. Those who sang could have sung better.

€conomics and Nistory Association

President: Mr. P. R. Krishna Iyer, M. A.
Vice-President: Mr. L. M. Pylee M. A., B. L.

HE first extraordinary meeting of the Association
was held 25th July with Mr. L. M. Pyles, M. A, B. L. in the
chair. Mr. Joseph Kurian B. A. (Hons), former student of the
Obllege, spoke on ‘Dictatorship’. In the course of his profound
and illuminative address, he elucidated the various aspects of
modern dictatorship anl gave a picturesque sketch of its
developmant froma world aspiring for democracy, and he
showed how it has reached its present pre-eminent position in
world politics, out distancing the luke-warm democratic
nations. The president commented on the outstanding features
of the subjact with his characteristic humour and acumen.

The first ordinary meeting of ths Association was held
on 21—10—=—"37, with ' Mr. K:-J. Cyriac, - M. A B L.* i1 6He
chair. M™r. P.T. Mathew of III U.C. spoke on ‘Rural
Reconstruction’. He graphically expounded the salient points
of rural indebtadness and suggested several remadial measures.
Following him several students of various classes spoke on
the subject, all of them unanimbusly recommending - the
nacessity of rural education asthe sheet-anchor of rural uplift.
They stressed the necessity of giving more importance to
agriculture and other rural industries in the educational
curriculum. The president. in his concluding remarks,
pointed out the meed of building up the vitality of the
agriculturists by taking good and nutritious food, as a

necessary prelude t> rural reccnstruction.
Varghese K. O. (Secretary)



e e
i

Hostel Notes
Parel Hostel. :

ITH the advent of our present wardens Rev. Frs.
Devasia Kuzhimattam B. A.and Joseph Pariarem,our hostel-
life was infused with a new vigour and enthusiasm.

Early in the acadamic year, we had the inaugural
meeting of our Literary Association on 26th June 1937 under
the presidentship of Rao Bahadur Rev. John Kurian B. A.,
B.E. Mr. V. V. John M. A (Oxon.) gave an instructive
lecture on “Students and their Professors.”  Vidwan AvBe
1ype made a scholary discourse in Malayalam on “osle auaanioy
000 sEde, momwe wawr,” The president in his concluding re-
marks pointed out the necessity of a good reading room in
hostels.

Since then we have been holding ordinary meetings
every Sunday. Altogether we had seven meetings, of which
two were debates and prolonged sessions. The English section
had its debate on “Whether India deserves swaraj at present
or not.” The Malavalam section debatsd on “agmowlaimyz2o
1 yROWln_ 1™ B2 o VO LHIN &7 o

We have been very happy so far. We hope to have a
better time still under tha able and loving guidance of our
wardens. :
1\1\%&;’5&%%.] % Secretaries

The Voluntary Association,—

Apart from the general Literary Association of the
hostel, a new one called the Voluntary Association was start—
ed at the desire of some enthusiastic inmates. As the name
implies, any member of the hostel can bscom2 a mamber of
it provided he is willing to observe certain rules laid down by
the Association. Its aim.like that of the General Association,
is the intensive cultivation of the litsrary and oratorical
talents of its members.

We are only using a part of our recreation-time for
the Association and yet we were able to conduct ten ordinary
mesetings and an extra-ordinary one. Thay were all laige'y
attended even by people who were n.t memters of the hostel.
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We are grateful for the warm support given by the hostel

authorities and the hearty co-operation of the other members
of the hostel.

Chacko

M. T. ' S
V. M. Cheriyan % e

Sacred Heart Hostel.

Our hostel reopened on 7th June 1937. Next day a
business meeting was held under the presidentship of our new
warden when the office-bearars for the ensuing year were
elected. The inaugural meeting of our literary union was
held early inthe first term under the presidentship of M.R.Ry.
P. V. Kuruvilla B. A., L. T. (retired head-translator, Madras).
Messrs. N. I. Thomas B. A. and P.C. Abraham (Vidwan)

spoke on the occasion in English and Malayalam respectively.

Since then ordinary meetings were held in English and
Malayalam alternately on every Sunday. Under the auspices
of the M. C. Y. L. we conducted a study circle on ‘Birth
control’.

The inmates are taking an active partin games. We
are proud to say that the captains elected for the college
atheletic association were mostly from us. As soon as the
results of the college election wers out, we conducted a
mesting to congratulate the general captain Mr. M. C.
Kuncheria and other captains.

We are very grateful to our warden Rev. Fr. L. J.
Lhittore Ph. D., 8. T. D. (Rome), under whose guidance we
are having a very happy time, and to Rev.iFather A.C. Eapen
B. A., Ph. D. who has contributed not a little to our spiritual
and temporal welfare.

P. J. Francis
Menitor.

21



Athletic j?'ss sciation

o usual, the N orth-West monsoons drove us indoors
for the g1 eater part of the first term. But the enthusiasm for
play and sports among the collegians was so irrepressible that
tull advantage was taken of every spell of fair weather in the
evenings. Kven from the beginning of the academic year, a
vigorous_ election campaign was simmering beneath the
surface. It grew most intense and demonstrative when the
Physical Director invitad nominations from candidates for
various offices, including the offize of the General Captain
which was revived this year. The election was fought out in
good order. The following are the successful candidates:—

" General Captain— Mr. M. C. Kuncheria IV U. C.
Badminton Captain— ,, C. P. Sukumaran Nair IV U. C.

. Vice-Capiain— ,, M. J. Mathew 11 U. C.
Basket-ball Captain— ,, K.V, Chandy IV U. C.

> Vice-Captain— ,,. VY.d. Vargesa I U. C.
Foot-ball Captain — ., M. M. Kuriyan 1V U. C.

., Vice:Captain— ,, K,J. Thomas Il U. C.

 Hockey Captain.  — ,, V.M. Mathew IV U. C.

., Vice-Captain— ,, P,C. John 11 U. C.

Ring-Tennis Captain— ,. Abraham Eapen I1 U. C.

., Vice-Captain— ,, Ahmad Koshi Kannu I1 U. C.
Volley-ball Captain — ,, K. M. Mathew IV U. C.
.. Vice-Captain— ,, K. C. Ohacko TEERE,

Mr. 8. Balan Pillai IV U. C. was nominated spolts secretary
by the Principal.

For the management of extra-ordinary Athletlc activi-
ties, the Principal appointed a committee consisting of the
Principal (President) Mr. M. P. Paul M. A. (Vice-President),
the Physical Director (Seeretary) and the elected and nomi-
nated office-bearers.

Though the monsoons tried their best todamr p our play-
instinet here, at least our Volley team had occasions to play
a few games in drier regions. The Volley-hall Nines Team
- was enlisted in the Rev. Fr. Bartram Memorial Tournament
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at Madras. In the -match we had to play against the
Physical Training College, Madras, they won by taking the
first and third games. But in a friendly match we played
subsequently in response to their challenge, we defeated them’
winning the first two games and giving but 5 and 11 points
respectively to our opponents.

We have already got thres Foot-ball teams, one Hockey
team, two Volley Bali teams and three Badminton teams
enlisted . for the N.S. 8. Annual Tournament which will
commence shortly. We are also preparing for the inter-
collegiate volley ball tournament at Trivandrum.

The weather has now changed and all the courts are
crowded with players. There are already three tennis courts
for students, and in a week ancther will be laid out. With
the daily practice we are having here, we hope to come out
successful in most of the coming tournaments.

M. C. Kuncheria _
General Captain.

NE=- -



Jhe Waste - Paper Basket
(Ed.)

There, before us, lie the ‘dream-children’ of juvenile
ambition, the ‘might- have-been’s of periodical celebrity, the
waifs and castaways, the unborn lucubrations which wait
wearily by the shore of Lethe and shall wait millions of ages
before they find, if atall, a local habitation within the covers
of a Magazine. There, in company with odds and ends, with
bills and wrappers, »with cinema-notices and unopened
invitation-covers, lie the articles which it is the most rueful

and not the least necessary part (alas that it should be sol)
of our duty to reject.

Were we in a mock-moralising vein, we might, after
Swift, have exclaimed: ‘Surely man is a rejected article.
Nature sent him into the world with a mind as white as the
paper on which the article was written. The vicissitutes of
life knock him about. He is plashed with ink; he struggles
for distinction. The world, like the unfeeling Editor, passes
him by; he is left out, thrown under, forgotten. At length,
the world, being pressed for space in its waste-paper basket,
cremates him with much else, to make room for another
generation of victims. Surely, man is a rejected article!’

But we do not find it in our heart to treat the matter
with the ruthless levity of Swift. With many twinges of our
editorial conscience, we ask ourself: Will these abortive
children of the fancy rise in judgment against us, glide ghost-
like into our dreams, and point an accusing finger at our
unappreciative stolidity ? He of the ‘Liberty and Authority’,
he of the incident in the train, he who attempted t> write
before learning to spell, he who applauded modern science,
sneering at religions, he who was so rhapsodical over the
landscapes of Travancore, he who wrote the Byronic address
to the ocean.—will these, in the whirl-gig of Time. put us
down for a bungler and blotcher. a faithless steward of

learning. an unskilful midwife of genius? Time alone can
tell. ‘
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