1EMAR1S T S
£ 5 e wRE o E
.@“w%! ?

o

THE MAGAZINE.

ST. THOMAS COLLEGE, TRICHUR.

531‘1’01.._(8113. 6ecl’icm) Soaeyﬁ Qettal M. @.

FREFRRRERFFRRFERERBRRE RRRRERERFREFRRRFRF SRR R RRR

* - % -
VOL. XIi. z December & March. % Nos. 2 & 3,

* #
EREXFUEREFFERTFRERRRRAARE R R R R REFFR R RRR R T RfRRh¥

The Editpr’s Corner.

A word of apology for our belated appearance. Itis
against our grain to throw blames on others.. More inclined
are we to take it all on ourselves and cry “‘mea culpa”, and
even ‘mea maxima culpa’. Nevertheless, in fairness to our office
it must be revealed that the co-operation we have had from our
student_friends, nay even from our learned colleagues on the
Staff, has been of the most disappointing variety. The latter
have matained a stolid reserve throughout the year--except, of
course, the young Oxford gentleman who has favoured us with
a specimen of his characteristic humour. Our most hearty thanks
to him, for a friend in need isa friend indeed. The student.

~ Iriends have, no doubt, sent up contributions, and even too many

of them. But these ‘manuscripts’ of theirs have given us more
ol headache than of matter for the Magazine. We wish our-
selves better luck next year!

XX XX XK XX



46 : St. Thomas' College Magazine.

The University ordeals are fast approaching and many
of our young friends are looking forward to pass on, through
them, to the wide stage of the world beyond. If at this parting
hour, we are to give them a word of advice, just a hint and
nothing more, we would say that itis character and conduct
rather than intellect and erudition that make for success in life.
In these days of large-scale machine production one can have
graduates by the score; but it is not so easy to come across men
of character, young men who are dependable: and for such,
therefore, there cannot but be a great demand and a fair future,
Well-disciplined feelings, more than weil.developed ideas,
should form the warp and wool of our equipment for life’s
laborious task. Friends, we do not want to put ona long face
and preach to you a homily. All the same we beg to remind
you that only honesty, discipline and patient, plodding indus—
try, with a fair sprinkling of the saving sznse of humour, can
guarantee success to the average young man;—and who among
us can claim to be a superman? As for the trifles that are not
trilling among the factors of success, let it be your motto that
always you ask with a ‘please’ prefixed, and receive with a
‘thanks' sulfixed, A bright future to all of you. Farewelll

XX XX XX XX

It is matter of some gratification for us that the College
has had the privilege of serving as the venue of the fifth All
India Catholic Congress which met under the distinguished
presidentship of Mr. Gilani of Allahabad. The sittings which
extended over three days were a great success, and eminently
useful besides, in as much as the subject of discussion was the
“Social order”. To every one who isinterested in the well-
being of society and who wants to have a clear idea of the pre-
sent.day social evils and how they could be effectively removed
we would recommend a close perusal of the various papers read
at the Congress sessions, especially those contributed by Rev.
Fr. Carty S. J. of Trichinopoly, We' have reproduced else_
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where in this issue his very valuable paper on ‘Private Property.
Much of the success of the function was due to the energy, en_
thusiasm and tact of Very Rev. Fr. Palocarea, M. A. (Edin.)
whose unostentations piloting it was that brouzht the ship safe
to port- Our hearty congratulations to him, which we beg tao
repeat in view ol his recent appointment to the Episcopal
Curia of the Trichur Diocese.

XX XX XX X

The College Hall has also had the honour of resounding
to the eloquence of Mr. T. P. Verghese B. A., B. Ped.
(Toronto), Principal, Government Training Institution, Trichur,
who gave us a series of three lzctures, under the University Ex-
tension Lecture Scheme, on the ‘Physical, Mental and Mora}
Development of the Child’. Difficult though it was tu follow the
Lecturer through the mazs of his well_autheaticated statistics,
they served their purpose of bringing home to the audience his
interesting conclusions with a driving force. It was some con_
solation to hear him establish that environment,and not heredity
was the real cause of the criminal tendencies which certain
children developed. For were it otherwise, it would have been
a matter for fatalistic despair,since no one can undo his heredity,
But environment we can make or unmake; and to know that
this is the main factor in the up_bringing of your child gives you
a compelling incentive to put your house in order. Parents and
guardians, please take note of that!

In the matter of intellectual excellence, however, the
Lecturer proved that much depended on the cerebral capacity
of one’s forbears. That, of course, is a direct hit on the Socialists

who proclaim from house-tops that all men are born equal.
and should, therefore live equal. Another of his conclusions

exploded the popular myth which humoured the poor and
cast a slur on the rich by, assuming that most men of genius
were born of poor parents, and that the riches of the father
made a handicap to the greatness of his son, Statistics showed
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that60per cent of the great men of the world came fromthe well_
to.do classes. That again is encouraging news, since we can
hereafter afford to work for riches without fear oi consigning our
fond progeny to the dark realms of invincible idiocy. Still an-
other of his conclusions was that the majority of world’s great
man were the first_borns of their families. T hat sounds like an
indictment on chronic bachelors who wait and hesitate on the
threshold of matrimony till they are on the wrong side of thirty
or forty. Altogether Mr, Verghese’s lecturers were very enjoy-
able; he has scored by mixing utile dulci,

XX XX XX XX

‘Even Homer rods’ is the only excuse we coull plead
for attributing, in our last issue, to the late Dewan Bahadur T,
S. Narayana lyer the honour of inaugurating the Cochin Leg-
islative Council and the first stage of the Cochin Harbour works
while the credit of it all really belonged to Rao Bahadur P.
Narayana Menon, Dewan of Cochin from 1922 to 1925, We
hasten to admit our oversight, and by way of making amends
we give here under a brief extract from the concluding speech
delivered by Mr, Narayana Menon at the inaugural session of
the Cochin Legislative Council.

“In our laying thus the foundation of truly popular Gov.
ernment in this State, | hope it will not be considered out of
place if | remind you of the high qualities of head and heart
which responsible administrations demand of their votaries.
The vast powers with which you are invested will have to be

exercised by you in sacred trust for the promotion of the public
or common gooda..................

“Let me also join His Highness and offer a prayer that
this Council which has been brought into existence during my
Diwanship may discharge the duties entrusted to it with ever.
increasing efficiency, prove its fitness for the exercise of aug-
mented powers and successfully promote the prosperity, content.
ment and happiness of all classes of His Highness’s subjects”,
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We may also add that in the case of the Cochin Harboup
the digging of the canalinside the Harbour and the reclamation
work were commenced as soon as the co-operation of Cochin was
agre:d to and the general terms settled at the conference held
in Ooty in July, 1922, iv e. again during the regime of Rao Ba.
hadur P. Narayana Menon.

XX XX XX XX

Our hearty congratulations go forth to Mr. A. V. Kutti.
krishna Menon, Principal, Zamorin’s College, Calicut, for the
sérvice he has done to Kerala by moving, in the last October
session of the Senate of the Madras University, a Resolation
proposing that immediate and necessary steps be taken for the
preparation of a Malayalam Lexicon on the model of the Tamil
Lexicon which was practically complete. True that the pro-
posal was voted down by a narrow majority. Still it was clear
to one and all that a strong case was made out for it, The plea
of ‘want of funds’, put up by a few of the leading Members was,
under the circumstances, a rather lame objection. Nobody
wanted that the entire cost of the enterprise should be borne by
the University. There were the three Governments of the three
political units which constitute Kerala; and they could be
counted on for liberal support in case the University came for.
ward with a practical scheme, offering to take up the initiative,
It would seem that some time ago an approach had been made
to the Governments of Travancore and Cochin and that while
the former had left the matter under consideration the latter
had given it a cold refusal, If it be so, we are inclined to think
that there must have been something wanting in the way the
matter was mooted. For we can hardly bring ourselves to be.
lieve that Cochin and Travancore would ever refuse to co.ope.
rate in such a highly desirable scheme if it came to themin a
practical ‘and feasible shape. Another point' highly relevent to
the issue is that'the compilation of a Malayalam Lexicon will

- mot'involve anything like the huge amount spent on the Tamil
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Lexicon, in as much as a good deal of spade work in this field
has already been done by scholars on this side of the Ghats—
which work would, of course, be available to the University if
only it would decide to make use of it. And think what a
great help an up-to_date and authoritative Lexicon would be to
the speedy and fruitful development of the Malayalam laaguage
and literature! In view of these facts we are not without hopes
that although the Resolution has been turned down in the Senate,
the Syndicate of its own accord will take up the matter without
delay and earn the undying gratitude of Kerala by conlerring
~ upon it the inestimable boon of a Malayalam Lexicon.

XX XX XX XX

A great event is fast approaching. On the 20th of May
next the Diocese of Trichur will be celebrating the Golden Ju-
bilee of its foundation. Already representatives, clerical and
lay, from all the Parishes of the Diocese have met in the Col-
lege Hall under the presidency of His Excellency ths Lord
Bishop of Trichur and passed important Resolutions calculated
to make the celebration a grand success: We are happy to
note that the scheme propounded by them includes inter alia the
institution of Gold Medals and Scholarships in the College in

commemoration of the auspicious event, and the christeninz of
the College Hall after Dr, Medlycot, the first Vicar Apostohic

of Trichur and Founder of the College, *““Medlycot Memorial
Hall, or briefly ‘The Medlycot Hall’ is a pretty name iadeed.
Will it be an improvement, we wonder, if for the sake of phonetic
beauty and pronouncing facility we suggest a shortening of it
into “The Medly Hall,” on the analogy of the *Maudlin College?
(Magdalen) at Oxford? :

Another two years and the St- Thomas’ College, too,
with have the privilege of celebrating its Golden Jubilee. Surely
the public of Trichar will make it an occasion to show their .
sympathetic appreciation of the work the St. Thomas’ has been
doing all these years for the educational uplift of the country. .
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The Jubilee Celebration will also be an auspicious occasion for
the resuscitation of the Old Boys’ Union of the College.  But
for that arrangements will have to be made far in advance, The
Old Boys, a goodly number by this time, are, however, a scat-
tered body, and their present whereabouts are in most cases.
unknown to the College authorities. A general circular will
have to be published in the Papers, requestiag the'Old Boys to
put themselves in communication with the College Olfice; it is
hoped that they will respond promptly. It will then be possible
for the authorities to intimate them of the coming Jubilee and
to enroll them in the Old Boy’s Register. All this will take
time; and hence the work will have to be begun early enough
so that everything may be ready for a grand rally of our o
Boys on the Jubilee Day.
XX XX XX XX

‘Che public of Cochin in'general and of Trichur in parti—
cular have sustained a heavy loss in the sad and sudden demise
of His Highness Kochunni Thampuran, the 6th Prince of
Cochin, which took place at His Highness’s Palace at Veyoor
on Saturday, the 15th of February. His wasa life devoted en-
tirely to the service of his fellow_beings; and many a life did he
save from the very jaws of death by his great proficiency in
Visha-Vydiam. His Highness has also left us a trained body
of Visha-Vydians, many of whom, attached to the Village Pan-
chayaths. are doing useful service to the public. We beg to as-
sociate ourselves with the public of Trichur in mourning the loss
of so great a benefactor of humanity, and respectfully convey
our heartfelt condolence to the members of His Highness's
Family in their sad bereavement.

XX XX XX XX

It was rather unfortunate that we were not out in time, last
December, to tender our humble yet corlial felicitations to our
illustrious Patron, His Excellency Dr. Francis Vazhapilly, on the
occasion of the Feast of HisExcellency’sPatron, St.FrancisXaviers -
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—

‘Better latethan never’appears tobe a very poor consolation in
this case. Yet a drowning mancatches even ata straw, though it
is pretty sure it would not save him from a watery grave.We beg
to convey to His Excellency, then, our mostloyal and heartfelt

greetings, though at this distance of time, and to wishhim many
more years of meritorious service in the Lord’s Vineyard, This
year especially His Excellency deservesourmosthearty thanks ior

the great sacrifice he has made in adding liberally to the College
accomodation, For all the glib talk that goes around about the

multiplication of unemployed graduates, His Excellency knows
very well that a nation of educated paupers is any day far bet.

ter than a nation of ignorant paupers. Hence the readiness
with which he spends for the cause Qf higher education, even
when his purse shows fair prospects of final collapse. We

wonder whether the public and especially our Old Bay’s suf.
ficiently realise at what enormous sacrifice the St. Thomas’ is

maintained from year to year without any substantial support
even from the Government.

Tthe way of the world: Almost all our social reformers, reinforc.
ed by almost all our learned doctors, are every day denouncing
the use of tea and collee; and yet the consumption of theseis

increasing every day. The following extract from a pamphlet
recently published by the Indian Tea Cess Committee, would
give us some rough idea of the ‘singles’ and ‘doubles’ that go
down the ‘bottomless abyss’ every year;—

“The Empire State building, the world’s loftiest office
structure, 1s 1,248 feet high from street to the top of the tower.
1ts contents equal a total of 37,000,000 cubic feet. But a tower

made of the world's year’s supply of tea in chests, would equal
95,000,000 cubic feet or more than 2} times the Empire State

building, bulk for bulk, The Eiffle Tower, reaching up 1,000
feet to the sky, would belost in a tower, made of the same
year’s supply of tea in chests. On a base area of 230 feet square,
the area of the base of the Eilfel Tower, such a tower would
stand | 8oo fect high—a difference of 800 feet”,



Shakespeare’s Chronicle Plays.

With special referenceto I) Henry 1V, and 2) Henry V.

The earliest tradition in English drama was to choose
well known stories for plot, History, both sacred and profane,
furnished innumerable stories suitakle for dramatic represent.
aticn., As the drama became more and more secular, themes

: came to be taken more frequently from national history than

~~ J¥rom the Bible and the Lives of the Saints. Pure fiction came in.

1o the drama only later. Even carly in the sixtecenth century, it

was something of a novelty for a playwright to dramatise a pure.

- Iy eriginal story. One_third of the plays in the collected edition

of Shakespeare is classified as ‘histories’. One may incidentally

observe that the tradition of adapting well knowan stories for

the stage accounts very largely for much Shakespearean plagia-
rism.

There was a special reason, too, why plays presenting
the history of England came to be written in large numbers ia
the sixteenth century. The English people were at the time
beginning to culiivate an enormous national conceit, When the
monasteries were dissolved and their wealth disappeared into

- %he pockets of an avaricious and unscrupulous nobility, the er_
= dinary people, who were mere lockers.on. and by no means
~ sharers in the plunder, allowed themaelves to be persuaded that
England would theaceforth be able to order her own afiairs
without interference from the clergy and their vested interests.

AWhen Drake and tlawkins plundered the Spanish treasureships

and brought home unheard.of quantities of gold, the peeple

who were not able to ascertain what happened to the gold
alterwards, were, Lowever satisfied that pirate or no pirale
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Drake had put England on the map. Under such circumstances
it is n» wonder that English History plays were invariably great
box office successes. And Shakespeare provided what the
public wanted, drawing for his material mastly on Holinshed’s
Chronicle.

Holinshed had a very simple philosophy of history. To
him, history was mainly a conflict of personalities. He seldom
inquired into constitutional issues, or the genesis and develop-
ment of popular movements. His wasalmost a religiousapproach
to history. Whenever he pauses, in the couarse ol his narrative,
to generalise, he emphasises what in later yecars mea have learnt
to call the irony of kingship. Describing the character of
Richard 11, be writes: ““His chance verilie was greatlie iafortu-
nate, which fell into such calamitie, that hz taok it for the best
waie he could device to renounce his kinzgdom, for the which
mortall men are accustomed to hazard all they have to atteine
there_unto. But such misfortune (or the liks) often_times falleth
unto princes, which when they are aloft, cast no doubts for pe.
rils that maiz follow”. Holinshed doss not dcaw any other
political lesson from his account of the fortuass of Kiags. Sir
Walter Raleigh makes much the same obszrvation in the wall
known passage on Dezath in his History of the World. * For the
rest, if we seek a reason of the succession and continuanczof
this boundless ambition in mortal men, we may add to that
which hath been already said, that ths < nss and princss of th%
world have always laid before themthzastiras, bat not thz eads
of those great ones who preceded them. Thsy are always
transported with the glory of the oaz, bat th:y nsver miad the
misery of the other till they find the expsrizacs ia thamsslves.
They neglect the advice of God while thzy eajry life or hope
it: but they follow the counsel of Death upoaa his first approach .
~—— It is therefore Death alone that can suddealy make man
to know himself.” Shakespeare was conteat to> draw th: sams

















































































































































































































































































