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NOTES & COMMENTS.

Peace and the Peace-makers: :

The yuletide is upon us, but alas, where is its peace! We
scan the horizon all around for the promising speck, but all
our search is in vain., The clash of conilicting claims of the
nations reverberates from all sides. Even the pretence of peace
the profession in favour of disarmament, is thrown to the winds
and the nations have proclaimed their determination to pile up
offerings on the altar of Mars. Great Britain is making feverish
elforts to make up their lee_.way in the matter of munitions.
She feels that “Britain must be made so strong that the world
will know that any efforts we make to promote peace are in.
fluenced not through fear of war but through hatred of it”” The
U. S. A, has, it szems, spent since the beginning of Roosevelt’s
Presidentship 6,443,900,000, dollars on Army, besides several
'special appropriations’; and “still the President asserts that the
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country is not ready to delend itself”’. Asregards Russia, Ger-
many, Japan and ltaly, they do not at all make any secret of
their surging militarism, Premier Chamberlain and President
Roosevelt szem to be out for establishing what may be called
an‘armsd peace’. But average common sense and a cursoryrea-
ding of history would sulfice to tell anybody that real peace
does not lie that way. These good people and with them many
others, too, appear to have pinned their faith on physical force
as the ultimate sanction behind world’s peace, What a colos.
sal and lamzntable blunder that! And it requires no prophet
to predict that unless and until they give up this quest of peace
in the dreary regions of bayonets and bombs and come back to
a full and loyal appreciation of the moral values, there can be
no peace and n» security in this world of ours,

The moderns and the morrow:

Of more lamentable consequence is the confusion, which
seems to possess young minds, about the fundamental concepts
of freedom and liberty. The modera world “understands free-
dom too often as the right to do whatever you please, or the
absencs of constraint. This i not freedom but license, and very

often anarchy. Freedom means not the right to do what you
please, but the risht to do what we should in order to attain

the highest and noblest end of our nature” Such freedom, if
it is to be enjoyed by all the members of a community, either

political or social, entails discipline. So, discipline, far from
being a check on individual independence. is on the

contrary ths very condition, the sine qua non of all
true freedom. We would repeat that this discipline is a

very simple alfair; it is summed up in the homely rule of “a
time for everything and everything in its time” But at the same
time it plays the most important role in character buildirg. It
is what transforms the original instincts and emotions of the in-
dividual into effective power. In the words of Prof. M. S.
Sresnivasa Sarma, discipline “means the discriminate use of
life’s tools and materials tor the building up of personality. It
is the self in action, the self in the process of cultivation in some
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social medium. It is the intelligent control of behaviour, the
dominance of will over desire'::-A well attuned nature, a
masterful disposition, a powerlul personality, are all characte—
rised by a high degree of discipline or self control’, And he
concludes: “Discipline thus is the condition of wvirtuous lile,
the foundation of freedom and personality, and the measure of
moral manhood’’,

Itisathousand pitiestherefore that many of our young friends
do not realise the true nature or the inestimable advantages of
discipline. How much more beneficial to themselves and help.
ful to others would it have been, had these youngsters deve.
loped the habit of an occasional act of scli-denial, of self_con..
trol, in class, at home, in the play.ground, on the College pre.
mises. It is such little acts that keep the faculty of effort alive
inus. Says William James in his Principles of Psychology.
(quoted by Prof. Srinivasan): “ The man, who has daily inured
himself to habits of szlf_denial, will stand like a tower when
everything rocks around him and when his softer fellow.mortals

are winnowed like chaff in the blast”” And how easy will it be
to acquire such a towering strength of character if oniy a real
attempt i1s made, beginning with very little things!

The lack of discipline and the mistaken notions about
freedom and prestige, increasingly prevailing amonz student-
folk, have become such an alarming menace tothe future of
the nation tlrat all the leaders of the country have thought it im.

perative to sound a clear note of warning, to make an ardent
appeal to the good sense, to the noble and generous impulses

of the Indian youth. It is very much to be hoped that this
earnest appeal, coming asit doesfrom the true friendsand

sincere well-wishers of the student-folk, will meet with a large-
hearted response from them.

The Day of thanksgiving:
e December brought us once again the Feast of our Patron.

The Great Hall was crowded to over-flowing; all faces beamed
with joy; and the usual address of felicitations and thanks, of

filial love and loyal devotion, was presented. This year the
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function had a special signilicance, since we are in the shasli-
poorthy year of His Excellency the Bishop. Also it was the
first time His Excellency was in our midst siace he had safely
passed through an attack of erysipelas, which gave us all a few
days of grave anxicty. - It was therefore with hearts raised in
fervent thanksgiving to the all.mercilul Providence for the great
mercies He had vouchsafed unto us, that we greeted His Ex-
cellency on the 3c¢d of December and wished him a happy feast
and many a return of the same. Even at sixty our noble Patron
is full of zeal and enthusiasm for the College. May he be
spared long, all hale and hearty. to shape aad support our

efforts and to guide our destinies.
XX XX XX

Mother and malerfamilias:

These are days of great controversy about women’s role
in society. The following extracts from the letter of ‘an exas-
perated son’ to the ACadras Mail, will be read with interest:—
_ “To me the word ‘mother’ has always meant someone
who is honest, essentially womanly, lovable and looks forward
to love from her children”.

XX XX XX

“The mother, as she should be, is the heart of the home.
If this part of the household functions properly, we can rest
assured that the home will be a cheery, contented one.

It isnot outside truth to alfirm that in families where
the mother’s influznce i3 either nil, because she isaway, or
elightly felt because she has many outside interests, children
and even older psople lose their beacings. and drift into
ditficulties™. =

Alumnus Illustrissimus:—Our most hearty congratula.
tions to the tlon’ble Chevaliesr C. J. Varkey, M. A, K. S. G,,
the new Minister for Education to the Government of Madras.
Chevalier Varkey iz an Old Boy of the St. Thomas’ and we
feel curselves greatly honoured by the great distinction confer-
red upon him. Also he wasall alonga Professor, one of our own.
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brotherhood, till very recently when the call of the Motherland
cameto him to serve her in awider ficld, on a higher plane. Evem
as a Professor,—and a model one at that—Mr, Varkey’s extra=-
curricular activities were very often a large portion cof his werke
He would not hide his light under a bashel, nor bury his talent
for fear ol losing it: but has always stood out as a great apostle:
of action, a shining example of social s=rvice, a striking illustra._
tion of the potentialities of the tzaching prolession. Verily, we
are reminded of the late President Wilson of America, and Presi_
dent Douglas Hyde of Ireland. Their eaviconm ents gave them &
wider sphere, greater opportunities; but the moral is the same.

Again, the Hon’ble Chevalier is a great encouragement,
a noble inspiration, to young men on the threshold of life. He
1s a sell_made man in the fullest and noblest sense of the word.
No ‘nobiles magistrataum’ went belore him t> pave ths way; na
godfathers stood by him to lilt him into coavenient official
berths; no godess of fortane favoured him with any lucky
wirdfall He had to forge it all for himszlf, and every stepe
and every stage in his phenomenal carcer he has achieved by
dint of his untiring energy, his unflagging zsal, his unbounded
enthusiasm for service and sacrifice; thereby proclaiming to the
young ‘novices’ in life that even in these days of educated
unemployment and general despandency there is place for real
ability and ardour, for foresizht and resourcefulaess, for chara-
cter and grit. We admire Chevalier Varkey for his high ideals,
we applaud him for his signal achizvem:ats, we felicitate hime
on his wzll_merited elevation, we wish him multes annos. We
also appreciate the solid statesmanship of the Prime Minister,
the Hon’ble Mr. C. Rajagopalachariar, in having given astrikirg
prool of his impartial solicitude for the interests of the minorities:
and we olfer him our sincere thanks. The right man to the right
place is what the Premier has done in app ointing Mr. Varkew
to the educational portololia. We respectfully approve of his
taste and heartily applaud his tact.




The Philosopher?

(K. Reman Unni Menon, Cl. 11.)

The house was listening with rapt attention to the elo.
.quent and fluent orator—the audience hung on his lips. Each
enan held his  breath lest it should break the serene stillness;
same regarded the lecturer with wide open eyesand craned
mecks in their anxiety not to miss a single word that escaped
s lips.

‘The speaker, who was hailed as a seccnd Demosthenes,
scemed to confirm the statement that appearances are decept-
ave. His outer equipment was simply bizarre. His bald head,
anshaven face, flowing and snow.white beard, prominent
cheeks, aquiline nose, the uncommon lustre in his eyes, his tat-
#ered linery, and his dishevelled and knotted hair spoke for the
sman. Every gesticulatic; he made, every word he uttered,
%hetokened the fervent ardour cf a fanatic. He stood there—
ghe marrow of reckless hardihood, bigoted zeal and austere
-gelf_abnezation. But the notice circulated by the convenors of
the meeting had prepared the people for his uncouth and un-
prepozsessing appeacance. Sagar, the notice had said, wasa
philosopher, an ascetic, of greatrepute. Indeed, many had really
<come to the meeting with the idea of enjoying the fun—to see a
philosopher fresh from the woods and hear his nonsence! But,
-as (Aoldsmith would say,

‘Fools who came to scolf remained to pray’. The topic
was a relizgious discourse, the lecturer was a dervish who had
dong renounced the world, who had led the life of an ascetic or
amendicant in the {crests, with the <ky for a rocf, nature’s bounty
for tood and the steny earth for a bed; and who now returned
‘#o the world for its gccd. Asregards the exterior, the speaker
-amply fulfilled their expectations; but his speech far exceeded
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their wildest imaginations. e did not keep steady to one
theme - the transition of thought, which he dexterously hand-
led, was astounding.

The meeting was drawing to a successful termination,
when the deep silence was vudely broken by the measured
tread of policemsn. The next moment the khaki uniform of a
Sub.!nspector blackened the door. The lecturer turned green as
a lizard. The police marched up to the platform and arrested
him. - Pandemonium ensued; ressntment ran feverhigh: flesh
and bload could not tolerats or endure this. How dare those
audacious rascals lay hands on a hermit and here was one who

was over and abova the commoan run of the order. Brick.
bats, stones—nay, whatever came handy to hands—came flying

thick and fast. The police with some strain restored order and
pcace and announced, amidst hooting and hooliganism, that
their favourite was none but an escaped lunatic who had baf.
fled pursuit f>r a considerable length of time!

The audience was flabbergasted —the electrifying news
came upan the unwary public as a bolt from the blue. They
could not believe their ears or their eyes. Everyone stood
aghast and turned an enquiring face to his neighbour. By turns
- every man’s eyes travelled to the madman and policemen. Some
who had wept with emotion during the fiery speech, wece
exasperated to madness—they szriously doubted whether the
Sub_lnspector was labouring under a delusion. Their infuriated

cries demanding explanation were the first words that greeted
the declaration.

The Sub_lnspector with a benign nod proceeded to re.
count the strange man’s stranger biography. ‘Born with a silver
spoon in his mouth and bred in the lap of wealth, hehad grown
up enervate sell-willed, conceited and obstinate—the spoilt child
ol parental dotage. He had all that money could buy;
pareatal weakness winked at the blemishes in him. To make
matters worse, his parents died early, bequeathing to him a fa_
bulous legacy of uncounted wealth.
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Naturally enough, the young lord fell into evil ways.
Sycophants gathered around him to fawn and [latter, encour-
aging him to persist ia the folly of his mad course. He
was rushing headlong to ruin and the few well wishers of
his father, try as they would, could not stem the stupendous
drain depleting his coffers. When some made bold to advise
him, he {lew into a rage and bade them begcne, saying that
he knew how to deport himself

No wonder that very soon the prince was reduced
to penury. Foul zarousals, drinking bouts, debauchery, the
turf and gambling,had consumed every pie of the vast hoard the
assiduous parsimony of his progenitors had accumulated.
it became impossible for him to eke out a livelihood. The
prince of yesterday wandered in the streets, begging
from door to door. His erstwhile faithless friends—{latter-
inz foes—did not condescend to notice him—some were at a
loss to recognise him., Their dectrines fashioned to the vary.
ing hour, they had pitched upon another milch cow_Too late, he
was convinced that “Most friendship is [cigning, most Joving
mere {olly”. The none too strong man could not stand these
misfortunes, following one another with bewildering rapidity.
His mind gave way, his wits were dazed and he turned crazy.

The man had a penchant—his idiosyncrazy—for playing
the philosopher. At times, when his gift of the gab played to the
tune of the promptings of his head —when the brain ordered
and tongue tallied —he used to harrangue his fellow lunaticsin
the asylum with consummate skill. The solemn gravity on his
tace at such moments were a treat to watch, his words were a
veritable feast for the ears. He could give lectures with the

fire of a Boadicea and his vehement speeches had drawn iron
tears’ the Sub._Inspector paused ——

The president now hastily consulted the messages, con.
gratulatory and otherwise, that littered the table. He picked
up a ielegram. It ran—

: “Regret inability to attend

Sagar®’,




EXAMINATIONS.”

by Paul Verghese, Esq.,, M. Ed. (Leeds), B. A., L, C. P.{Lond.)
M. R.S. T. (Old Boy)

At present we hear a lot about examinations. The in.
{luence and the reliability of examinations have become much
more important topics in recent years, because the careers of
s0 many thousands of young people are determined largely by
an examination result. From the very bottom to the top of
the educational ladder, education is at the present moment very
largely controlled byexaminations. As they are considered tobe
the Alpha and the Om=32a of education, there has been an ever
growing volume of trenchant criticism on them. *School exza.
minations are much like a lottery”, “system that iaflicts
unfairness’’, “they label failures’’—these are some of the strictures
levelled against them. Prof, J. Burnet wrote more than a
couple of decades ago thus: “The written part of the exami-

nation can only deal successfully with that part of it which is
destined to beforgotten as soon as it has served its purposz and

it can tell next to nothing of what is to remain as a possession
for ever’’, (1) We have to admit that there is some truth in the
statement.
The art of examining in the field of education is pro.

bably the most difficult, Investigators have brought to light a
a number of factors which contribute to the unreliability cf
estimates of general ability based on traditional examinaticns.
Great divergencies are usually found between the marks of the
individual examiners assigned to identical answers (2) and it is

(1) P. J. HARTOG: Examinations and thzir Relation to Culture
2nd Efficiency, Lond. 1918, Introduction, P. xiv.

(2) lbidem, p. 119—121. :

* Mainly adapted from “An experimental Study of Standardised
Tests for Selecting Secondary School Pupils’”” by PAUL VERGHESE,
M. Ed. Thesis, Univ, Leeds, 1938. - Chapter 1.
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even conceivable that the same examiner would give different
marks if he assessed the same paper at different times. In other
words, the results are obtained from mere opinion which varizss
fcom person to,person and cannotbe repeated by one if he
cares to try. The tests then evidently become “merely a matter
of taste’’ or “subjective’”. The examination therefore signally
fails to satisty those criteria of validity and reliability which
statistical science has recently established.

And what of the influenca of this unreliable examination
on children? “(They) lock as if they were carrying all the cares
of the world on their shoulders and look like old men and
women. The parents have made them feel the tremendous
importance of the examination”. (1) The simplest way to -eli-
minate these evils is to do away with the examinations. But
this is impossible. Let us see what the Consultative Committee
remarks on examinations (2)

“...the most pleasant of parks will none the less have an entrance
and an exit:... We recognise that a final examination may to some ex.
tent cramp the free growth of the schools, But we feel that their pupils
may be handicapped by the absenceof any form of guarantee of their
work, and we feel that the schools themselves may become uncertain
in their aim and vacilating in their meathods, if they have no suzgestion
of a definite standard to guide their work, And after all, examinations
are like the running of a race, and few of us really dislike races, or can
avoid, in the course of our lives, the running of some race which is set
before us. Thereis a wisdomin the saying of Plato, that ‘the life
without examination is a life that can hardly be lived!”’

Thus though the examinations have some glaring defects
they are not an altogether unavoidable evil (3). Human inge.
nuity will never invent an infallible test of qualification, 1f
education is to be efficiently organised, some test of qualifica..

1) Board of Education Pamphlet No. 110, on HOME-WORK 37, p. 17.
2) The Education of the Adolescent, H. M. S, O, 1926, Intro-
. .duction, XX.
3) W. BOYD: An Exploration of the True False Method of Edu-
cation, The Forum of Education, vol. iv, No. T, 1926, p. 34, ‘
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tion is necessary. A system of promotion based on nomination
1s impracticable. *‘There may be bad examinees, there may be
bad examiners and there may be a bad system of examination.
all three exist to a degree.. All of them are open to improve.
ment”’, (1)

Examinations have bescome the chiel link between
society and schools. In one respectthey maybe viewed
as tests of competence on eatry into the world of occupations,
Their value as tests, therefore, ultimately depends on the needs
of that outer world for which education is assumed to bea
preparation, They are thus both a social and a school pro-
blem. Social system is not stable. What is true today will be
ircelevant tomorrow. An old system may be defective if social
conditions change, and the tests of competence should also be
specially adjusted to satisly the needs ofa new order. (2) ln
all walks of life, commercial and professional we want efficient
people. The purpose of the examination i3 to test the ellicien-
cy; and standardisation is the essence of any efficient test. (3)
A good examination is expected to have both prospect-
ive and retrospective values, et

It is known that the usual examination only furnishes a
measure of what one has done in the past but not what he will
be capable of doing in future. We want to emphasise the latter
portion well; we are in search of tests to measure the capacity
of the miad (the native general intelligence) and not exactly the
content.

Some of the most serious complaints brought against the
esamination system in vogue are, that it pcoduces topsy-turvy
results; apparently brilliant children fail hardly for any reason
that  nothers could see; some unsuccessful candidates are

) E. A GARDNER; See Report of the Fducl. Association Con-
ferences 1925, p, I.

2) See C. D, BURNS’ Essay in Essays on Examinations, ed. Har-
tog& Rhodes, London, [936. (3) The Examination Tangle and the way
out, ed, Rawson Lond. 1935, p. 46.

S
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possessed of greater natural ability than some of the successful
candidates; and that above all, examinations have resisted the
introduction of better methods—methods which have given
proof of their elfectiveness in other spheres.

We have noted that the greatest evil of the usual exami.
nations is that they are unreliable and that they do not tell
what a child could do and can be taught to do in future. Our
next step, therefore, will be to devise more reflined methods of
examining pupils to indicate whata child will be capable of
doing in future and thus make examinations more trustworthy.
R Many of the evils of the examirations can be remedied
by (i) adopting new-type tests or objective tests (the tests are
made objective by means of standardisation) to make the ex-
amination system scientific and (i) introducing intelligence
tests to assess the capacity of the mind(l) Education is
gradually approaching to scientitfic standing and the essence
of science is measuring. Now we may adopt quantitative
methods and thus szt up a standard to  which we and others
may refer to our common satisfaction. Then it becomes
‘objsctive’. The Americans call it fool_prool test —which prevents
the examiner Jrom making a fool of himself. Human nature
=ems to have an inherent faith in figures. It is beyond dispute
that some sort of quantitative criterion, being more precise and
objective, would be more easily acceptable than a bace state-
ment of general impressions or of personal experience.

It has been shown that standardised tests will consitute
a better method than the usual examinations chiefly because of
two reasons. One, they can be administered easily, since the
answers are definitely either right or wrong, and so they do
not allow partial scoring and two, they give more reliable and
valid results, becauss they form a better objective standard of
comparison by which the subjsctivity arising from the personal
factor of the examiner’s mood is eliminated.

1) Naw type tests and Intelligence tests are bath standardised tests.
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Many militate against mental measurement or intelligence
testing. The opposition comes to some extent from people who
have very little acquaintance with them and who on this or
that ground believe that intelligence is not susceptible of exact
measurement- But Freeman has made the position of a meatal
tester clear when he said, “thatmentaltests are not absolutely new
devices. They are not magical instruments for the discrimination
and measurement of mental capacities. Their fundamental
characteristics are the same as those of the ordinary examina.
vion with which we have been familiar so long’’ (1) Our question
is “if we examine, why not we examine well?”’ It is also alleged
that the new_type test requires only the acquisition of facts and
snformation and memory rather than ability to reason and
real understanding. This criticism is far_fetched; factual know-
ledge and reasoning are not independent of each other. To
feason one must at least have something to reasan about; facts
have to be accepted as ultimates (2)

‘No psychologist ‘maintains that intelligence tests should
be the sole means of estimating the quality of the candidates
for higher education. Itisclear that a child must have some
degree of educational attainmentsas well as capacity for school
progress. Possession of intelligence and its use are highly
necessary for a successful performance. (3) Thus the process of
promotion or selection will have to be based on both the
advantage the boy has taken of previous opportunities and his
capability of profiting from future ones. These considerations
riot only point to the fact that examinations of attainments can
never become obsolete (4) but they also bring us nearer to the

1) F. S. FREEMAN; Mental Tests, U. 5. A, 1926, p. 4.
2) See 1. L. KANDEL’S Article in The Year Book of Education,

Lond. 1938, p. 263.
3) See D. W, OATES: The Relation of Temperament and Intelli-
gence to Scholastic ability, The Form of Education, vol. vii. No. 3,1929.
4) P. ]. HARTOG, School Examinations Surveyed, The Journal

Education, Jan. 1934, p. 6.
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problem of converting them into objective tests and including
intelligence tests in the examination system.

Examinations determine the prestige of the school, the
teacherand the entire subszquent career of the pupils concerned-
So it is clearly important that effort should be made chiefly to
improve the technique of examination so that promotion may
be effected in a rational manner without committing intolerable
injustice to the children,

Shakespeare’'s Personality.

Mr. V. R Subrahmanian B+ A. (Hans), Research Student.
(Old Boy)

It is a trite but true observation that every man lives
in a world of his own. . This is made clear by a proverb like
‘There is nothing good or bad but thinking makes it so.* Man
is the measure of all things inclading good and bad ia this uin—
verse of ours. We conceive values as correlative to our own
self, the self being something unique in every human being
which he brings with him to experiencz and which urges
him in all activities to seek value. This something in us, com.
posed of our mental and spiritual apparatus with which we
begin life, we cali personality, Character onthe other hand isthe
driving force in our mind which determines our conduct. Hence,
character if | may say so, is only the active part of our persona_
lity we briag out on a particular occasion.

Having thus made clear the scope of our investigations
we will examine the materials in hand that throw some light on
our question. Asa matter of fact we know quite a lot about

* Most proverbs express or rather emphasise a partial truth, or a
certain aspect of a truth; and this proverb is no exception, There are
in fact many things in this world which are either good or bad
independently cf what any bady may think about them—Ed.
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the man Shaksspeare, more than we know about the life of
Spenser for example. Though the broad outlines of his life
are clear we do naot have anything of a distinctly autobiogaraphi_
cal nature or a biography by a friend or contemporary who
understood him, as in the case of Wordsworth or Shelley.
Excepting for the sonnets, which in the opinion of competent
critics like Mr, Beeching and Prof Bradley are substantially
personal, we have only his dramatic writings to go by, in
addition to a few contemporary tributes paid to the noble
nature of the man.

There are only three contemporary references to
Shakespeare the man. Chettle praises his uprightness of dealing
and his honesty[i. e. honourableness] and Jonson calls himgentle
and says | loved the man and do honour his memory on this
side idolatry asmuch as any. He wasindeed honest and of
an open and free nature.”” Accoarding to his acquaintances, one
of them a poet and dramatist of no mean merit, we know that

Shakespeare was a man of lovable disposition, honourable and -
of a free and open nature. e was also gentle and sweet—

tempered and if later gossip may be given credence to, made
good company and was of a very ready, pleasant and smooth
wit. In his daily intercoursz with his associates and [riends,
he was quite unassuminy ia behaviour, thouzh he could not
but have been conscious of his genius.

All this bespeaks a free and generous nature, naturally
healthy and of goud impuls=s, capable of taking the best side
of everything and never doubting the goodness of mankind.
When we coms to his works, impersonal and unobtrusive as
Shakespeare generally i3, hr betrays himseif at times and makes
his figures speak out of character, thus alfording us some clae
to his mantal outfit. We gather the impression when we read
his plays that he was the same kind of man as a Scott or
Fielding but not a Shelley, Wordsworth or Milton. tle does
not seem to have been a powerful creature liks Fielding, though
not physically feeble or inactive; noc does he appear to have
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loved violent physical exercise a3 Scott did. He was no
doctrinaire or moralist nor was he a fanatical or one_sided
Puritan. His imaginative sympathy was too wide and all
embraciag to make him see persistently only one particular
aspect of things, nor was he made ol the clay out of ‘which
heroes and martyrs are moulded.

His imagination was more Eastern than Western in ‘its
nature. We agree with Dr. Bradley when he says that he

would have liked the Arabian Nights better than Dumas. This
view is clearly brought forward by Frank Harris,who contends
that Shakespeare was not at all a man of action in the accepted
sense of the term but was a dreamer and a quasi-metaphysical
lover. He carries conviction when he brings in proof of his
statement, that even when he had not mastered his art, he
succeeded in portraying the ineffectual but beautifully poetic

Richard 11, the saintly but unpractical Henry VI and the
almost girlish Arthur, but that his men of action of this early

period are mere copies and conventional figures.

The attribute ‘of a free and ‘generous nature’ can be
applied to a good number of his heroes. Othello, Hamlet,
Brutus, Lear, Timon, Antony, Coriolanus, Prospero, Troilus
and Orlando can be said to have shared Shakespeare’s per.
sonality in varying degrees and of them, as we shall see,
Hamlet approched nearest to Shakespeare in his ‘intellectual,
unrest, morbid brooding, cynical self.analysis and dislike of
bloodshed.’

According to Frank Harris, Shakespeare has painted
himself in all his works. We get pictures of him in every stage
of his life. The young lover Romeo, philosophising and
playing the thinker in the heyday of his passion, the irresolute
and intellectual Macbheth, the philosophic dreamer Duke
Vincentio in Measure for Measure, all betray Shakespeare's -
Hamlet_like qualities. 1f we combine the characters of Romeo,
the poet_lover and Jacques, the pensive.sad philosopher, we
have almost the complete Hamlet. And why did Shakespeare
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endow all his heroes with passionate conflicting sympathies
and impartial intellect, with this love of thought and introspect.
ion, with wonderful imagination and poetic power, with this
inherent capacity to think, to dream and to doubt if he himszlf
did not possess it like Hamlet?

We can understand Hamlet’s doubts, Lear’s sublime
madness and Timon’s misanthropy, when we consider the re.
actions produced by ordinary men and women on a nature
sensitive and intense but not particularly active or volitional.
The eflects of disillusionment about the goodness of human
kind, the various problems of {riendship. love, etc. which
admit of no absolute and definite solution, make such a nature
doubt the reality of everything sublunary; they set it thinking
whether after all we are not of such stuff of which dreams are
made and the whole world a vast theatre where actors and
actresses make regular appearances and exits followed by ever.
lasting silence.

It will be interesting to notice the tastes and views of
such a personality when placed in particular circumstances,
Shakespeare. it seems to us, conscious of his intellectual and
and spiritual superiority, felt his social position galling., Never—
theless we have reason to suppose that he believed in degree
and thought that inequality was essential to stabilize sccicty.
His ability to understand all shades of character and opinion
must have saved him from the danger of becoming an extre—
mist either in religion or politics. Anyway he betrayed the
intellectual aristocrat’s contempt and dislike of mobs, politicalas
well as intellectual, but his free and generous nature stecd in the
wayof his ever painting even a complete miser. He appreciated
music and in special valued its soothing elfects when in love or
in mental anguish. He seems to have preferred the violet
among ali {lowers. He disliked and hated all dogs except hun.
ting ones and his worst name for a man is a dog, a
fawning spaniel. He loved the chase but understood and
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sympathised, i not activély, even with the hunted animal. Per-
haps his dislike of dogsand in ‘special the spaniel varicty of
the canine species was beécause they stood for everything that
ke disliked in man. Dogs were flatterers, they followed you in
prosperity, left you in the lurch in adversity, they had no dig-
nity, no individuality of theic own.

Shakespeare in an age of courtiers stood alone in native
independence of mind. His dedication of Venus and Adonis
to the noble Lord Southampton is at once modest and dignified.
Behind all his questionings and whys and wherefores, he re_
tained perbaps in spits of himself a shrewd head for business
and returned a comparatively rich man to his native village from
which he had started penniless.

To sum up, Shakespeare was in essence centrally mind.
ed and kept his faith even in his worst trials. In the words of
Keats who understood him as few did, “Shakespeare led a Tife
of allegory; his works are the comments upon it”. In King

: Lear he has sucéeeded in showing truth in its bleakest and most
terrifying form as Béauty; in the Tempest he has succeeded in
showing Beauty at its serenest and most blessed, as Trath. Had
he been of a theorizing nature, ke would have chanted with
Keats, ‘

Beauty is Truth, Truth Beauty, that is all
Ye know ovﬁ; earth or need to know.
Bibliography:- Raleigh, Mackail, Bradley, Dover Wilson,

Frank Harris. Victor Hugo, Compton Ricket, John Bailey, Macphail,
€tc.
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College Popularity. *

(By C. M. Cherian, CL IV)

I might reasonably suppose that among my readers there
are several aspirants to the glories of College Popularity. For
their benelit, | propose to lay down here a few simple dicta,
which, it carefully observed, will under all normal circumstances
easily initiate any student [whosoever into the lime light lam
perfectly aware that my readers would be inclined to question
my authority. Well, | car only assure:them that my conclusions,
though not actually derived from personal experience, are truly
founded on the keenest personal observation and study | am
capable of ..... As I begin to write, certain grave misgivings
and fears creep over my miad, but a sense of sellless service
sets my fears at rest, and bids me take up my pen.

| begin straizhtaway. First asto how you should behave
inside the class.room. Bring as few books to the class as
possible. It is not desirable that you laboriously carry about
a number of books and note_books Scraps of paper
are always prelerable. Scrawl on them in the laziest
manner possible the notes that are dictated in class, Later,
if necessary, in your private study, you can write them,
out neatly in separate, well bound note_books. Alterali you
have plenty of time. Basides letit be clear from the very
beginning that both in the acquiring and in the keeping, popu-
larity means a contiual sacrifice. One must realise that any-
thing that is worth having cannot be had merely for the asking
or wishing, You will have to take real pains. The point of the
above_mentionéd practice is that, unless you create the im_
pression of an indoleat and careless man, there is the danger
of your being dubbed an idiot who takes immsenss pains, but
never achieves any proportionats success. i, on the other hand

* A rehandling of an article originslly contributed to *' The Ezcelsior”
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you conform to my suggestion, there is the glory of your being
tolerably bright and at the same time extremely careless. Some
simpleton of a neighbour would start up and ask: “Why, you
don’t read these notes at home?’” “ Notes! I can’t read them

for the life of m=. [ say, it’s better to read a single line of any
criginal book than to'mug up pages after pages of these rotten
notes. '

Pretend to be comfortably supine when some Professor,
Lowever learned or witty, is lecturing in great seriousness and
trying really hard to maks himself clear,and when a few servile
devotees ace jotting down notes or listening open.mouthed
You can be reading a novel if you like. It isenough that you

belooking into it, and turning over the pages. No matter if you
listen also in the meanwhile.

Always be careful that you don’t raise any learned doubt
in class. A few students have very false notions on this point,
They seem to think that to bother the lecturer with all sorts of
intricate doubts is the safest wayto popularity. This is an
illusion. The average student hates learning. Himself posses.
sing none, he is not prepared to admire it in others. So, if you
want to escape being laughed at or thought a book_-worm or
something of that kind, be careful to conceal your learning.
Another point is that to have any real doubt and to be anxious
to have itcleared by the lecturer certainly bespeaks adcliciency
of brains.  One thing, however, that you can do is to reserve
all your doubts for the Malayalam poetry classes. Those are
periods when the back_benchers—and it is from them that you
can expect to recruit most of your admirers—know not what
to do. And he who offers to relieve tedium would be extremely
welcome. Stand up boldly,in a defiant spirit if you like, and ask
your question, Be careful that it is a delicious piece of absurdity,
baving preferably same direct reference to sex. I you succeed in

provoking wide-spread laughter rest assured you are already
halfway on the path to popularity. Extremely lucky for you, if
you are expelled from the class. Then have you become a
popular hero, and everybody likes you,
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It is even more important how you conduct yourself
outside the class.room. Strong individual convictious are a
dire hindrance to popular favour. Either one should have
none at all, or one should be ready to give them up. As long
as you have strong individual convictions, these are sure to
gome into conflict with the opinions of your friends, and then,
if you stick to them tenaciously_well, the chances are that you
will not be sought for conversation, you will become unpopular.
So that some insincerity and alfectation are of the essence
You should be anxious to please, and be ready to acquiesce.
*Kiya's performance! Simply hopeless! What d’you think?”
a friend might say with supreme conviction. “Why, of course,
yes,”” must necessarily be the answer. Otherwise it is all very

unpleasant. Thus you will constantly be called upon to
accommodate other peoples’ notions in your head. This is

bound to be slighlty inconvenient to a man who has his own

things to occupy his head, And unless you have large empty
spacesin your head, there is bound to be trouble.

You must needs lay claim to a zonsiderably high level
of intellectual excellence, [Thereisa tendency, perverted
no doubt, among students to judge of one another’s merits by
tte results of the various examinations, and here the so—called
hard-working students would offer terrible competition. How
would you meet it It won’t do to give up the attempt in
despair, and admit inferiority. Instead, bide your time, and
shatter to pieces the false reputations which the drudges and
bookworms have laboriously erected. “Well,”” you should
say, “l do admit thatl am not a genius—| haven’t got an
anfinite capacity for undergoing drudgery. Blessed and great
indeed are those who can shut themselves up in their cells,
oblivious of all that takes place in the world in which they
breathe, and pore over their books day after day and night
alter night. Those who take a wider interest in life must
certeinly sulfer. We are weighed on the balance of cxamina.
tions, and are found wanting. We can’t help it.We simply can’t.
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Some of our Prolessors and other idealists are fond of telling
us that a student should be a student and nothing else—-he
should not be a patriot nor a social worker nor even a social
being. Do these people believe that a cloistered seeker
ot knowledge, as soon as he takes his Dagree, would metamor.
phose into a trained citizen. It’s all the merest nonsense. They
always arguz that there is the other side of the question. But
| say there is none. There is none but this side”.

You have neced of a few staunch supporters—all of
whom are tolerably popular and very forward. You must
some how oblige them into your service. Yourself and your
friends form a sort of society, with mutual benefit asthe prims
end. The members of the coterie should speak of onz another
belore others in very glowing terms, and the alliance should be
founded on the very healthy principle of mutual assistance,
admiration and commendation. There must be perfect mutual
understanding. I shall give one or two instances which, though
not very interesting in themselves are, nevertheless, typical of
the working of the clique. One the occasion of an excursion
or so, the master comes into the midst of the students and asks:
*Who among you is a good musician?”’ “Why, of course, Mr.
P—-,” says one member of the cliqgue, Mr. P—being another
member. Mr. P~ sings a song, during which time his friends
clap their hands and beat time so violently as completely ta
drown Mr. P - ’s voice. Mr. P— acquits himazlf in some such
manner, while Mr. X—, who 1s no member of the clique, buta
much better musician, is easily eclipsed, Now just imagine a
business mezeting of the homely sort that is generally held ia
hostels. Thatis an occasion when very great struggle for
applause takes place. “‘Let some youngster do the garlanding,”
comes a proposal from the chair. Mr. P—, thoroughly grown.
up, becomes desperate, stands up blushingly and says, | say
small boys are sure to spoil "the business. Oace, | remember
a boy went and garlanded the lecturer instead ol the president.
Very awkward. that. So, | say, some elderly man must do it.™
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“You do it, then,” suggest his friends.  “Somebady must do it
Why, of course, then—"" And that is settled

Undergoing small humiliations aand indignities with a
view to gaining more than compensatory glory is a very
valuable principle, A student approaches the Literary Union
Secretary and says; “Now, Mr. Secretary, | wishto be given
a chance in the Inter.Coliegiate Dehate.  Asa rule, I hate to
speak. But here | feel that thisis a subject on which | can
spcak with great advaantage” “Bat, my dear friend, the Com_
mittee must select” “Then please, ask them whether I'd be
given a chance. [f some how pos:ible, try to insert my name
also”” There is the humiliation of it. But then the glory that
it brings! To take another instance, suppose you make a con-
tribution ts the College Magazine, and the Editor says to you:
“Well, dear Sir, 1 am sorry your article hardly comes up to
the required standard.” It is cbviously foolish to give up.
Don’t hesitate to make a final effort; “‘Sir...being a bezinner
+eoIn fact | spent much time and labeur on it--.lf by some
process of transformation it could be made all right...” [ need
not particularly stress that you should promptly catch at every
opportunity that will hold you up to the public eye. [t may
very well happen that you are not a good speaker. Bat shall
you for that simple reason decline an invitation or forgo an
opportunity to speak? Surely not. It would be a most foolish
thing to do. Public speaking is certainly an elusive art; but
for a stadent to ascend the College platform is perhaps the
casiest thing under the sun. There is a singularly attractive
and felicitous manner of speaking, which isto go en uttering,
without a stop and with supreme ease, words whose arrange.
ment does not betray any glaring syntactic or other mistakes
to the listener, but which, nevertheless, convey no meaning
whatever. Though | know certain distinguished speakers to
be possessed of this most inestimable gift, | cannot vouch for j;
that those who do not possess it at present can acquire it by
practice. But that is no matter. To come to the real point,
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suppose you are called upon to address a College assembly,
and you have no materials on hand. The easiest thing is to
“begin in a very low voice, so that hooting and jeering would
at once come to your rescue. lHooting is indeed a blessing in
disguise. It is justly to be attributed to the caprice or irreve-
rence of listeners; and your reputation does not sufler conside-
rably, though some might meticulously argue that a good speak.
er easily sscapes hooting. But suppose the worst happens—
there is no hooting. Even then it is not so bad as one would
at first imagine. If you can show a bold front, and go on
without dropping for some timz, it is more than enough. No
matter if what you say isnot all sense. For, in an ordinary
speech, nobody expects any revelation from you. Nor is it
correct to suppose that your listeners in a public meeting have
their critical sensibilities right on the alert. Even granting that
a public speech is in some casesa terrible ordeal does it last for
moce than a few miniutes? Finally, whatever be the way you
acquit yourself, will not the dailies waft your name to the far.
thest limits of the land, and even abroad? Never do they report
the catcalls which greeted your words. It is wonderful how
many people are supremely ignorant of the glories of long.dis .
tance popularity.
' Another cardinal rule to be observed is that you should
always have a ready smile for all. No matter whom you meet.
Only, you will have to smile in different ways in ditferent cases.
Very advantageous if you can manage that. Not necessary
that your smile should have any personal or intimate signifi-
cance. Just a bland, gracious smile and you pass by, a lovely
man. |f possible try to make your face look like a tooth_paste
advertissment—teeth bare in one perpetual smile. Then. Lof
course, your chances of winning popular favour are much
greater.

Yet another and a very important rule is that you must
be able to talk glibly on sports and cenema. Itis always ad -
visable that you know the rules of three or four games, and the
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details of a few film_stories. Be familiar with the names of all
the great champions in the various games, and all the famous
stars of the film_world. Gocd that you keep a separate note_
bock for the purpose—] am not joking, | do really mean it.
Always profess to have the bitterest contempt for the

authorities and your superiors, unless they be very, very
popular. Affect to be very sincere and justly indignant
whenever you criticise them. Don’t pay any extravagant respects
—even moderate respects, for that matter—to anybody, how.
ever brilliant.

Wearing a mustachio, imitating the latest fashions in dress,
talking, gait etc, are other particulars which are no less im—
portant, though rather siily to mention.

To conclude, | have omitted much useful information in
my anxiety to be rather briefl. And with regard to the things
that | have said, [ don’t claim to be infallible. My readers
can take them for what they are worth. Also, | must point
out that all the methods which [ have suggested are not within
the capacity of all students alike. One must have a definite
knack to realise them in practice. Unless one has that knack,
one is apt to fail like the Englishman who, according to Dr.
Yohnson. puts in “awkward flattery’’ and “gets a kick’”’ instead
of any reward. But, as you will easily notice, some of the
methods are very simple and easy, and he who practises them
carefully and diligently will, of course, to that extent, become
a popular figure,

ST~




The Right to Strike.

By The Rev, F. X. Claraso, S. .

It is too early to say how far the new Industrial Dis—
putes Bill—perhaps Act when this appears—marks the dawn
of that stage in which strikes begin to be unnecessary. [t cer_
tainly contains the principle of conciliation aad of jaint control
of many industrial matters, and this has been accepted by the
employers. We cannot, however, as yet say to what extent
employers will be prepared to deal with really independent
unions, and, on the other hand, to what extent unions will be
really identified with the interests of labour, and run on such
sound lines that they will deserve the confidence of avery ho.
nest citizen who wishes for justice and social co.ordination. The
mill industry of Ahmedabad hashad the rare privileged of
initiating the conciliation stage earlier than is usual in the labour
movementk But then the quality and prestige of the Ahmeda.
bad labour leaders has been quite unusual Conciliation and
arbitration have worked so well and labour leadership hag
been so skilled there, that in all these years there has been only
one serious strike, in 1923; practically all the other disputes
have been won by labour, and real wages havs consistently
been higher, even considerably higher, than in Bombay,

LABOUR PROGRESS ABROAD,

Free trade agreements, collective bargains, some sort of
joint committees, and machinery for conciliation are now
accepted in one form or other by most industrial countries,
always excepting U. 5. A., where in spite of labour legislation
the employer-worker relations do not seem to have emerged
from the chaotic state, and the totalitarian states, including the
U.S.S. R, where freedom does not exist. New Zealand with
very strong trade unions was free from strikes between 1894
and 1907 owing to a law that made them unlawlul and substi.
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tuted conciliation and arbitration for them. The system worked
to everyone’s satisfaction for thirteen years but could not stand
the strain of the 1907 depression, probably because the boards
of conciliation and arbitration included too many Goverament
officials. Itisa well known fact nowadays that unpleasant
awards, as are necessary in times of depression, should come
from agencies within the industry itself and not from outsiders.
Perhaps the country was not yet ripe for a move towards an
autonomous industrial organization. The greatest achievement,
however, secems to have been the Canadian attempt. In 1907, |
conciliation and investigation ‘became compulsory in the most
important industries, strikes being forbidden during the pro-
ceedings, As workers and employers found they could com..
pose their differences better by negotiation than by strikes, the
law was remarkably popular. In 1925, however, the Privy
Council held it to be a violation of the British N, A. Act of
1867, The tendency is thus evidently for strikesto become un.
neccessary in the measure in which employers are willing to
accept the co-operation of unions, provided the unions are ca_
pable and willing to assume responsibility. Thus facts dispose
of the communist contention that strikes are always and in
every case the only weapon by which labour can vindicate its
rights. :
As to the other contention, that strikes are the best sacial
cducation of the proletariat.--+~--Strikes are an education just

as he (Lenin) puts it, but they are the worst education the pro.
letarian can receive. Workers’ organizations, the aim of which
is social strife instead of justice and peace—possibly through
occassional strikes—develop. n> doubt, thz personality of the
worker, but through hatred and through co_operation for the
purpose of destruction. How wrong this is will appear from the
remarks | have to make lower down on the evils of the strike
arising from its anti.social nature. It is indeed amazing that
communist writers can in one breath condemn totalitarian states
for training theic youths to an intensely warlike mentality and
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proclaim the need of training the proletariat in a more warlike

mentality still.
STRIKE AN EVIL LIKE WAR,

For strikes are acts of war. We can come tono conclu.
sions on the ethical correctness or otherwise of particular strikes
until we grasp this point well. Warisa tremendous sacrifice
of material and moral values a country is sometimes called upon
to make in defence of fresdom, or other values greater than
those the war destroys, Apart from this case, war-mongering
is one of the most heinous crimes mankind can fall into. Now
the values destroyed by strikes and the strike mentality are
great indeed, Suffering and starvation are the most immediate
consequences of strikes, as strike funds, especially in India, are
seldom sufficient to support a number of strikers necessarily
running into thousands for a long timz. Industry is partially
or totally disorganized and markets can be lost with disastrous
results not only for the employers, whom many will suppose
always guilty, but for the workers themselves, who alter all
have to live on that very industry, and for the community at
large whose economy is thrown out of gear. A state of inse-
curity is created in which the economic life of the country, even
in branches not directly aflected by the strikes, cannot thrive;
not to speak of the hardships caused by stoppages in public
utilities and essential industries. 'The deepest evil, however,
brought upon Society by the class strife mentality in the matter
of strikes, is that one class is taught to scek its advantage, not
only with absolute disregard for the welfare of others, as capi-
talists have so conspiculously done up to the present, but through
sheer destruction. This threatens the very foundations of so.
ciety. In a country where this mentality obtains, individual,
and institutions, homes and commercial enterprises, work and
leisure, government and political institutions live a weak and
unhealthy life as members of a diszased body. If the disease
prevails the social structure collapses. The reason i3 that human”
society is essentially based on community of life, community
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of purpose, «co.operation in effort, hierarchical subordination
of functions, mutual uaderstanding and respect for the interest
of others. The cult of the strike is a denial of all this. Com.
munists may believe that intense brotherly love, and a spirit
of unselfish co-operation will prevail among workers -once they
have destroyed ‘the bourgeoisie. ‘Bat this is altcgether unsy.
chological'and against the experience of history. Maral swords
cannot be turned into -aleruistic ploughshares overnight, when
the enemy ceases to-exist.
But sometimes unavoidable.

We cannot however condemn strikes wholesale on moral
grounds, any more than we can condemn war in evety possible
case. Wac is a sacrifice of very great values, but it may be-
come necessary when greater values are at stake, and then war
apprehended as a necessary sacrifice need not cause the same
meral deterioration among those who wage it as the war cult.
As long as industry is not well organized .on the basis of class
collaboration, strikes undertaken'for ‘the protection of the rights
of workers or for the redress of grievances, when peaceful means
have failed, and whenthe damage done by the strike is not
greater than the evil the strike seeks to remove, are just strikes,
ethically correct and worth ‘fighting to the end. Itis up to
employers to ‘make strikes unaeccessary, not by doling out
such relief as the power of the unions or the pressure of the
state makes unavoidable, but by respecting the essential human
dignity of their workers as much astheir own. They may have
to curb their pride a 'little hefore they can recognize thatla.
bour’s function in industry is ‘as necessary as their .own and of
much greater value than the function of capital, ‘bat this is the
only foundation on which industry can:organizs itself and gra.
dualy acquire the capacity 'to settle all differences and co.ordi-
nate all interests peacefull; by its own authority. Itis one of
‘the most important functions of the state nowadays to enact
such legislation as brings employers and workers together
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through conciliation machinery, joint committees, and thus fos_
ter mutual understanding, and gradually pave the way for au
tonomous industrial organizations, As long as complete colla_
Loration has not been attained, workers will retain th: power
to go on strike, probably under restrictions on the introd uction
of conciliation. Labour organizations that mean to do con-
structive work will do well to remember that strikes are not
a blessing, or the strike mentaljty the right education of the
proletariat, and much lessthe panacea for all social ills. They
will look upon strikes as an evil, though sometimes a necessary
one, much the same as war is an evil, and yet sometimes civi_
lized natisns, with justice on their side, have to go to war.

(The Examiner.)

3—\%::)

Pope’s Tletter to Faharaja,

The following letter has been sentto H. I, the Maharaja of
Cochia by the Papal Secrctary of State:

“The Holy Father has entrusted to me the chargs of
signilying to Your Highness that He was very happy to re-
ceive in private audience this morniag, the Chief Miaister to
the Stats of Cochin, Sir Shanmukham Chettiac, and that His
Holiness was most pleased to have the message of Your High_

ness and the gracious and welcome gilt of your photograph.
¢Such a deferential and courteous visit tells the augusg

Pontilf once again of the sentiments towards his person and
towards thz Catholic Church which animate Your Highness,
and which have, on other occasions, already been manifested
to him. While making known to you how highly He valuss
thess sentiments, He desires to repeat in this circumstance the
expression of his gratitude for the good dispositions which
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Your Highness has always shown to the Catholics of Cochin,
and at the same time, He wishes to give utterance to his con-
viction that they will ever correspond to your unfailing good.
ness to them by the most siacere fidelity and the most loyal
activity for the wellare of your State.

“Praying God that He may grant to Your Highness,
to your noble family, and to all your people great and increas.
ing prosperity, the Holy Father reciprocates your cordial good
wishes and respectful greetings.

“While assuring Your Highness of my happiness in being
the interpreter of the Holy Father’s message, | pray you to
accept the expression of my most deferential regard-

(Sd) Cardinal Paccelli.”

XX XX b 5.4
At a reception accorded to the Dewan by the citizens of
Ernakulam, Sir Shanmukham Chettiar said that the Pope was
the one man who devoted his life to the establishment of peace
and goodwill among the peoples of the world.

vw——————‘r———v
S€CCéd I

While declaring that college students should not take
part in party politics which “interfere with serious study and
unfits students for salid work as future citizens,”” Mr. Gandhi
adds:-

“There is one thing, howaver, for which it is the duty of
students and pupils to strike. [ have received a letter from the
Honorary Secretary, Youth’s Wellare Association, Lahore, giv-
ing copious specimensa of obscene and erotic passages from the
text_books prescribed by various Universities. They make
sickening reading, though they are from prescribed text-books.--
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1 have never come across such filth in all the literature that 1
have read, The extracts are irapartially given from Sanskrit,
Persian ‘and Hiadi poets.”
He has no doubt that these books providethe ‘occasion
v¢which not only justifies a strike on the part of students and
pupils; it isin my opinion their duty to rise in revolt'against such
literature being forced on them, [Itis'one thing to défend the
liberty to read what one likes. Butftis a wholly different thing
to force on young minds acquaintance ‘with literature that can.
fiot but excite their animal passions and an ‘unhealthy curiosity
‘abott things which in due course’and te the extent necessary
they are bound to learn'-It is ‘the ‘duty ‘of every student to’ rebel
against obscenity . (The §xaminer)

AN EXCURSION.

K. Balakrishnan Nair 1V. U, C,

We started at 1.30 P. M—not a pleazant hour, you may
say. Nevertheless, it was a very pleasant trip that we had.

We were eightéen under 'the ‘génial leadership of our
enthusiastic professor Our progcammeincluded a visit to the
Rural Development Centre of Cochin at Cherpu, and by the
way, the Kaddhar centre at Avinissery and the sericulturist
Convent at Ollur. A twenty miautes, drive took us to the
‘Centre’

No flowery garden, no rich field of sugar-cane, awaited
our view, but some of the prospective cottage industries,
esgecially bee_keeping and poultry. More than a dozen
wooden bee_hives on concrete stands were exposed to the
mid_day sun. Though not a pleasant alfair to be disturbed at
that time of the day, the bees were extremely hospitable.not to
sting. We had to wait for some time before Her Majesty the.

3
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Queen gave us audience, The bee_expert explained to us the
potentialitics of the industry-~that it was rather cheap to be
started and very lucrative within a few months—and how the
honey could be extracted very scientifically. Now, the season
being not flowery, they had to resort to the artificial feeding of
the bees with syrup.

Poultry is another profitable cottage industry. White
Leghorns and Rhode Island Reds are stout weighty fowis laying
two-hundred to two_hundred and fifty eggs at a stretch (any..
how, only one egg a day). Black Minorcas occupy the second
place in importance. But of Silver Dorkings, Light Brahmas
and Buff Orpingtons they have only the pictures. Cochin and
Travancore are famous for their poultry, but there is hardly
any organisation for marketing, As at Marthandam, co-opera.
tion will surely help the industry. The ‘Centre’ supplies poor
wvillagers with two or three eggs each on condition they would
each return one fowl.

We were shown round the little ‘Centre’. Slabs for bore—
hcle latrines are made there and cheaply supplied to the poor

villagers. The boring machine is freely lent and advice given,
Model manure.pits ace there, Hemp is grown and it serves as
green manure. A stud.bull is kept. The fodder problem,
which vitally aflects the Indian cultivator, is tackled there by
growing Napier and Guinea grass. They grow in all scasons
and without practically any expense. Papia plants are freely
distributed among the villagers. The villager generally does not
know that the papia fruits are rich in vitamins, and hence they
are neglected. But if sold on a co_operative basis in no very
distant markets as Madras, they can fetch at least one anna
per pound and that is a great thing.

The local industrial school of carpentry, weaving and
carving is placed at the disposal of the ‘Centre’.

We entered the office, which also serves asa night-school
Therewassilence [or a few seconds.Some of us, perhaps wrongly, -
did not fail to enterlain the idea of a cup of tea. But something
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else we got, and that was a general account of the working of
that tiny Centre, Jooking after an area of over 125 sq. miles in-
cluding fifty villages with a population of about cne and a half
lakhs. Night schools are held in some places and with
the small available sum the Development Officer is work-
ing wonders. In place of the customary thirtylive latrines he
hoped to finish 250 with an amount of Rs, 250. tlis sincerity

and sensible economy are unquestionable. Co_operative prin.
ciple alone, he explained, could save the villages though it
cannot be denied that such ‘white-elephant’ movements under

the direct control of modern governments give ‘more kicks than
kisses’ to the needy villagers. We thanked themand got into
the:car.

Within ten minutes we were at the Kaddhar centre of
Avinissery. We felt quite at home amidst the active boys and
girls carding. slivering, and spinning cotton. Their beaming
countenances evinced not a little pleasure at ourvisit. Carding
was done to the attuning of bows and spinaing, to 'the music
of Yarvada Charka Weaving is not yet in progress there. Out of
the 175 workers, nearly150 work on the basis of house-industry
by takiag home the cotton and returning the yarn. Bat an
expert spianer does not get more than 25 annas a day and a
woman generally not more than ten pies. The concern is ouly
a few months old; but it has been able, bythistime, to distri_
bute as wazes more than a thousand rupees among ths poor
folk .around. Itisnow hardly remunerative. Great encour-
agement and help are necessary for the hzalthy growth of that
infant industry and it wil bz a madel far ths rest of rucal
Cochin,

From the Kaddhar centre we drove to the ‘sereceous’
convent at Ollur. The silk industry isa very delicate but in-
teresticg alfair,. The Mother Superior and Sisters were kind,
enough to exhibit the various stages and processes of that in_
dustry with suitable explanations—the eggs, ths worms
the cocoons and the full.grown fly. They showed u3show the
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thread is wnravelled from the boiled cocoons. Whether the
principle of ‘Ahimsa’ was regrettably violated by this industry
was a point of dispute among some of us. Anyhow, the in-
dustry is worth its encouragemant and those who use Fuiji silk
will do better in the interests of that local small_scale industry
to pay just a few annas more and buy this silk—the product
of appreciable patience and perseverance.

Lastly. we had the prospect of a very beautiful land.
scape all around us from the top of the tower of the historic
church at Ollur. But no poet volunteered a picturing. In
short, we spent a pleasant after_noon and, after all, we unani-
mously agreed, it was more than a mere Pickwickian excursion’
there flitted belore usa ray of hope for rural India.

=23

General Francisco Franco.
by Mr. C. A. Lonappen, B, A, (Old Boy)

Franco’s personality deserves study especially in view
of the very important role he playsin contemporary European
politics. Unlike Hitler or Mussolini he is neither mystical nor
canguine. He rose not so much by propaganda and political
intrigue as by sheer dint of effort and real ability.

His father was a naval commander at Ferrol in Galicia.
Ot his three sons Franco was the second, the eldest being Ni.
colas and the youngest Ramon, Nicolas became a naval officer
Ramon joined the airforce and Francisco entered the Infantry
academy.

Soon after he left the academy Franco had to fight under
General Berenguer in Morocco. Soon he made his mark in his,
profession, being gazstted a major at the age of twenty three.
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His endeavours were now directed towards the formation
of the Spanish Legion. A reserved and thoughtful strategist
Franco was unpopular with some of the legion. His courage
and outspokenness, however, soon won them over. Franco
was twice decorated with the military medal, the highest Spa.
nish decoration and at the age of 34 was promoted General.'

His administration of the military academy at Saragossa
was a great success, although to his great disappointment the
academy was closed in 193] by the Republican government.
At this stage he abstained from politics as he honestly believed
that soldiers should have nothing to do with politics. The
return of the rigsht_wing government, however, brought him the
overnorship of the Balearic Islands.

Cheerful and round.faced, Franco accomplished with
immense tact one of his hardest tasks, the maintenance of
unity among his supporters. He is an honest patriot and has
a dislike for upper class privilege, When his supporters wanted
to proclaim him “supreme head of the Spanish state”. he gave
reasoned refusal knowing that it would olfend the Royalists.

; .f\g =

S




The College Unien.

The Gandhi Jayanti.

The activities of the Union for the second term com-
menced with the celebration of the seventieth birthday of
Gandhiji. On the 5th. of October, an extraordinary meeting
was held, Rev. R. R. Keithan M. A., B. D., presiding. The
president exhorted the students to wear Khadi and said that
we would be paying due respect and homage to cur revered
leader only if we follow his advice Among the students,Messrs,
P. C. John, K. M. Joseph and K. Parameswaran also spoke.
A congratulatory telegram was sent to Gandhiji at Wardha
The Election of the Chairman.

The election of the Chairman for this term tock place on
the 14 th of October 38 It wasa keen contest, the candidates
being Messrs K. K. Anantakrishnan, (CI 111) and S. S. Naidu
(C1 1V) Mr. Anantakrishnan, having got an overwhelmingly
larger number of votes, was duly declared elected.

Shri Purohit Swamij’s Address.

An extraordinary meeting was held on the Tth of October
to hear Shri Purohit Swamiji. Prof. P. Ramanathan. M. A,
took the chair. The learned lecturer delivered an interesting
and scholarly speech on “the Philosophy of the Upanishads”
Varsity Extension Lectures.

Under the auspices of the Union Mr. J. Jesudas, M. A
the Rural Reconstruction Olicer, delivered two University
Extension lectures. The first of them was given on the 17 th. :
November on the Problems of the Rural Areas; Mgr. Principal
presided. The second lecture was delivered on the 22nd of
Nov, Again Mgr, John Palocaran presided. The lecturer dealt
at length on the qualifications for *‘rural leadership” Prof:
Joseph Pettah M. A. proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Jesudas,
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“What the American Students think of the Indian Students”

Even at the expense of a part of our precious cxami-
nation time, we had the unique privilege of hearing Pcof and
Mrs. Harlowe (Northampton Varsity, V.S. A)at9 50 A. M.
on the I2th of Dzcember. Mzr. Principal presided Prof. Harlowe
delivered a short butinteresting speech on “What the American
Stadents think of the Indian Students’”, while “Internatioal
Peace and Students’”’ was the subject of Mrs Harlowe’s speech.
The meeting terminated with a vote of thanks proposed by the
President.

Parliamentary Debates.

The following is a list of the Parliamentary Debates held
during the term.
Zlst. October '38.

Chairman:— Mr. K. K. Anantakrishnan. Resolution
“Changes differing from the old in all the aspects of modern
lile are detrimental to the progress of India”

Leader of the House. Mr. V. R, Chandran. Leader of the
Opposition Mr. K. M. Joseph.

s Alter a very hot discussion, the motion whea put to
votes, was lost.
I8th. Nov, ’38. 5 ‘

Chairman:— Mr. K. K. Anantakrishnan. Resolation
¢ an vanRle &30 MU0 SID b 20BN

Mover;—Mr. P. Appukutta Menon
Opposer;—Mr. C. P. Purushothaman

The motion was defeated by a narrow majority,

2nd. Dec. ’38

Chairman:— Mr. K. K. Anantakrishnan. Resolation:—
“The trend of modern British Politicz is more towards Fascism
than Democracy”
Leader of the House:—Mr, V. K. lype
Leader of the Opposition:— Mr. K. R Parameswaran _
The motion was carried by a good majority.

£
-
-
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Inter_Collegiate Debates.

In'response to the invitation of the Maharaja’s College
Union, a debating team consisting of Messrs, P, C. John, T. T.
Paul, V. K. Iype, and K. K. Abdul Rahiman, was sent to
Ernakulam on the 7th. October, to participate in the Inter—
Collegiate Debate held under the auspices of the Literary and.
Debating Society of the Ernakulam College. The team was
ably led by Mr. V. Achuthan Nair, M. A, one of our Vice-
Presidents who made his mark there as an eloquent and keen
debater and his short speech with anecdotes and humour won
repeated ovations.

The Maharaja’s College Literary and Debating Society
paid us a return debating visit on Monday, the 3Ist October.
In the evening our debaters met the Ernakulam ‘team’ at “tea’,
after which a Parliamentary Debate was held ia the Medleycott
Hall Mr. N. S. Sreenivasa Shenoi (Maharaja’s College) moved
that “In the opinion of this House, modern wars can be put an
end to, by the method of satygraha. tle was ably supported
by Mr. C, M. Cherian (St. Thomas). Mr. N. V. Ittiachen (St.
Thomas). vehemently opposed the resolution. Mr. P, C. John
(St. Thomas) and Mr, A, K. John (St. Thomas) also opposed
it. Mr. V. Vydeswaran, B A (Hons), the youngest member
of the Stall in a short and interesting speech put forward fresh
arguments in support of the opener.

Alfter the reply of the mover, the motion was put to
vote and carried by a majority.

Mr, K. K. Anantakrishnan, our Student Chairman acted
as the observer of the day. The function terminated with a
vote of thanks proposed by

A. Hussain Khan,
Secretary.




St. Mary’s Hostel Chronicle.

(SND. TERM)

The second term, though buttressed by a festival at
each end, was'a period of incessant study—and we scored cent
per cent in the Selection Examination. We expect record results
at the University too.

In the extra_curricular activities too our inmates stood
in the fore front. Six of our veteran debaters participated in
the Inter.Collegiate Debates held at Ernakulam and Trichur;
thanks to the expert coaching and ample facilities given by the
authorities, The weekly sessions of the St. Mary’s Parlia.
mentary Society, in the cosy cabin of the Park House serve as
a training ground for the ‘potential politicians’ among us. An
important event of this term was the celebration of the Patron
Saint’s Day of H. E. Dr. Francis Vazhapilly. H. E. the Bishop
visited the Hostel on the eve of the feast and was entertained
at tea by the inmates. Some of them made short spsechss on
the occasion and the Monitor presented him with a Spiritual
Bouquet. His Excellency appreciated the efficient management
and healthy atmosphere of the Hostel and promised several
improvements calculated to provide better accomodation.

A branch of the Malabar Catholic Youth’s League was
inaugurated by Prof, Joseph Pettah, President of the Kerala
Catholic Congress. Mr. Pettah emphasised thenecessity of such
an organisation to neutralise the socialistic tendencies of mo~
dern 'Youth Leagues’ Mr. C. A. Paul M. A. L. T., the Dioce-
san Secretary of the M. C. Y, L., spoke on the occasion, on the
need and working of study circles. The holding of study circles
1s a common feature of the activities of the League, and many
intricate and burning problems of the day have been tackled.

Cur Warden, himsell a Prolessor of Indian Economics,
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takes a keen interest in ‘rural uplift’. He led a party of students
to the Rural Development Centre at Cherpu, where Mr. Jesu.
dhasan M. A., Rural Reconstruction officer to the Government
of Cochin, took them round and gave them a clear idea of the
plans of His Highness’s Gavernment in regard to rural uplift.

“The Orchard in the premises of the Hostel is indesd a
practical demonstration of domestic economy. Tomatoes are
a speciality. (The Editoc himself can vouch for their excellence)
The ‘Treasure Pit’ is some thingof a curiosity ta strangers, and
a fascinationto the optimist.

It will be a great injustice, if I fail to meation and con.
gratulate our robust athelets. They deserve greater sympathy
from the Authorities, want of space is their great grievance.

{n short, the second term was sscond to none. And un.
der the efficient and sympathetic guidance of Rev. Fr. 5. M.
Thattil M. A., aur uno tentatious, ‘pilot’, we hope to reach the
haven of success.

M. V. Varkey,
AConitor.

A Homely Truth.

In these days of ‘civilization’, when the outer polish is
more and more supplantiag the ianer worth, it will be of some
advantage if once in a way at least we pause to spend a mo-
ment of] thought on the folly of our ‘civilised” tastes. In no in.
stance, perhaps, is this ‘refined’ taste productive of such disas-
trous consequences as in the case of our craving for polished
rice. Rice.mills have invaded even our villages and the in-
digenous way of husking paddy is rapidly dying out, and even
forgotten. The fashion for finely polished rice is as rapidly
gaining ground.

And yet the use of polished rice is both unhygienic and
uneconomic. The continued use of polished rice brings about
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such diseases as ‘Beri-Beri’, Poly_neuritus and Epidemic
dropsy. It also results in stunted growth, and indigestion and

loss of appetite. *‘Secing the horrors and danzers of polished
" rice, the use of it is unanimously condsmned by all doctors in
Ayurved, Unani, Allopathy and Homeopathy and Naturo.
pathy” ————and still we persist in the practice!

The economic aspect of the question is calculated to
make a more vivid appeal. “In British India yearly about8
crores of acres of land are generally under paddy cultivation
and the estimated yield is about 4 crores of tons of paddy. [f
all this paddy is husked in the villages it will provide work for

about 3.800,000 of people ina year of 300 working days,
- whereas if rice mills alone do the husking, only 24, 000 people
will get employment, while a few capitalists will take the largest

share of the profits and lakhs of rupees worth of raw materials
- wiil be exported to buy rice mills.”

Another economic advantage is that unpolished rice be..
ing more nutritive, only less of it is required than polished rice
— 1089 Ibs. of the former will suflice for a family of rice—eaters
whose yearly consumption of polished rice is 1410lbs. Again
unpolished rice is cheaper than polished rice; where you can
get 221lbs. of polished rice for a rupee, you will get
for the same sum of money 25lbs. of unpolished rice
of the same quality. Putting together these two facts,
it will be found that the yearly expense of a lamily spen.
ding Rs. 64 on polished rice, will be only Rs. 43 if unpolished
rice is used—a distinct saving of Rs 21, In a country like India
where the per capita income is, according to one account, as
low as Rs. 40 per year, this is indeed an enormous saving.
“Further, if all rice eaters in the country take to unpclished
rice 20,000,000 acres of land: less will be required for cultiva®
tion of paddy, which can be used for other purposes’—and this
indeed will be a great national gain. No wonder that the Japa.
nese Government have prohibited the polishing of rice beyond
a certain degree of fineness.

A useful hint this, therefore, to leaders of social and
economic reform, both rural and urban; and the beauty of it is
that it involves oniy persistent preaching and no money!

X
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