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Foreword,

Bro. TLeopold’s most interesting ’volume on the
Latin Christians fills an important gap in the history of
indigenous Christian Churches in Malabar. Unfortunate
schisms, social differences and sectarian controversies had
for long stood in the way of a proper appreciation of the
continuity and historical importance of the ancient Christian
Church in Malabar. Even today, comparatively speaking, the
literature of the subject is by no means. exhaustive. So far
as my information goes, the first volume to appear in
English on this subject was by Michael Geddes whcse
treatise entitled “The history of the Church in Malabar,”
published in -London in 1694, was based primarily on
Portuuuese records. With the growth of British influence on
the West Coast, the subject began to attract much attention
but it could not be claimed that the history of-the Church
received impartial or unbiassed treatment at the hands of
the sectarian writérs of an earlier generation. The Catholic
Church especially was the subject of much-misrepresentation
from these writers who were mainly of different Protestant
persuasions,” and it was only when the opinion of these
writers'-‘gained wide currency that Indian Catholie scholars
began to devote their attention to the subject. The mosb
nofable contribution to the history of the Catholie Church
has been Fr, Bernard’s ‘History of St. Thomas Christians,
in Malayalam, a book which showed remarkable historical
acumen and much scholarship, though written in 2
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controversial spirit.  Fr. Bernard’s book may be said to
have rehabilitated the Catholic point of view in Malabar
Church history. The same spirit of historical research in
8ocial and ecclesiastical history animates Bro. Leopold’s
‘History of Latin Christians.’ Bro. Leopold writes with
clarity and commendable 'moderation. He makes his  points
woll, and though in a subject:of this nature it is impossible
o exorcise totally the spirit of partisanship, Bro. Leopold
has eminently succeeded in keeping himself well within
the limits of fair argument.

As a non=-Christian it is not for me to say anything
about the merits of our author’s:-views on ecclesiastical
history. But one point I may be permitted to emphasise,
The Latin Church in Malabar is as much indigenous and of
the soil ag any other form of worship prevalent on the West
Coast, It is & Church with a noble and uninterrupted
tradition, and has claims for wider recognition from all not
only because it has held fast to the rites of  the Holy
Catholic Church but also because of its close and intimate
association with that great-and saintly personality, Francis
Xavier... y

As -a non-Christian, especially as a Hindu,*I would
say one thing more. Christianity in Malabar is no_ more g
foreign religion than Hinduism -ifself: Before Sankara
preached, the Christian ‘Churches had begun to flourish in
Malabar, and all of us in Malabar, whatever our religious
faith; can legitimately claim to share in the spiritual heritage
of this great Churckse As one from Malabar I take great
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pride in the achievements of the Christian Churches. as in
the achieyements of the Hindu community, and it is our

misfortune that we know so little of the spiritual life of
each other.

K. M. PANIKKAR, (Mgajor Sardar)
Patiala, M. A.(Oxon.), Bar-at-Law,
99-3-28, Member of the Privy Council, Patiala State.
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H. H. Pope Leo XIII.
(Founder of the Ecclesiastical Hierarchy of India.)
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“N’este mesmo tempo vieram a elle Almirante outros
Embaixadores que disiam ser da gente Christa que habit-
ava per as comarcas de Cranganor......

A substancia da qual embaixada era serem Christaos
£a linhagem daquelles’ que o Apostolo S. Thome baptisara
naquallas partes, os quaes se governavam por certos Bisp-
os Armenios) que alli residiam e por meio d’elles davam
sua obediencia ao Patraircha de Armenia. E porquanto elles
estavam entre gentics e mouros de que eram: maltratados
«-+-.slhe pediam pelos meritos da Paixao de Christo os qus-
sesse amparar e defender daquella infiel gente que os pe-
rsegiia por se nao perderem de todo aquellas reliquias de
Christandade que o Apostolo 8. Thom’e alli tinha...... e se
wvinham entregar a elle per meio daquelles seus Embaix-
adores, como se puderam entregara EI Rey de Portugal
se presente fora......por quanto elles queriam ser GOVERN.-
ADGCS E REGIDOS PER ELLE, e em sinal de obediencia Ihe
entregavam a vara da justicz , gueentre si tinham. Com as
quaes palavras lhe apresentaram uma vara vermelha tam-
anha como um sceptro, guornecida nas pontas de prata> e
na de sima tinham tres campainhas de prata.”.. . . ...

“At this semeltime (1502) there came to the Admiral
{Vasco de Gama; on his second' voyage to India) another
deputation stating theyk were christians dwelling in the
Cranganore District. .. ., .

The object of their mission wasto represent that they
were Christians, descendants of those baptised by St.
Thomas; the Apostle; who had been ruled by certain Ar-
menien Bishcrs wlo lived there; and through them they
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gave their obedience to the Patriarch of Armenia. And
because they were living amongst heathens and moorss by
whom they were badly treated; they besought him by the
merits of Christ’s Passion to protect and defend them
against that pagan people, who persecuted thems so that
the remnants of Christianity left there by St, Thomas
might not entirely disappear.... .. .and that they submit™
ted themselves through these their representatives t0@
him> as they would do to the king of Portugal, were he
Present.s e, . hss ey since they wished 70 BE RULED
AND GOVERNED BY HIM. and that in token of submission,
they handed him the staff of power, which they kept with
themselves. With such words they presented to him a red
staff as big as a sceptre adorned with silver in both
extremities; and in the upper part with three little bells
of silver.” . . ...
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de Oliveira Xavier; Bishop of Cochin.
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E ante que nos entrassemos na India poucos anncs, o
Patriarcha Armenio mandara quatro Bispos pera se rep-
artirem pela terra por a christindade ser muita, de que
logo em chegando falleceram Jdous: os quaes reparti-
ram a terra em duas Comarcas, ao mais mosso coube
Coulam, e o mais velho residia em Cranganor.

E este por ser homem virtucse tirou aquella tyran-
nia fazer christaos por dinheiro.

E Nuno da Cunha sendo Governador o favoreceu
sempre por a virtude que achava n’elle, porque tambem
era elle mui inclinado acerca da ordem do sacerdocio e
ceremonias da lgreja do nosso costume Romano.

Contou- nos mais este christao que a casa de Coulam
que fora feita por outro d:scnpulo do Apostolo S. Tho-

. Ine...

Depois pelo tempo todas estas Casas deS. Thome,
principalmente no que Nuno da Cunha governcu foram
crescendo em mais policia christa.”
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(22) Some “Elucidations” Page 4—5.
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(23) Three Letters of Mar Jacob (Malabar Church
and Rome, Page 13)
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E sse mandares todavia, que eu consinta o dito Alu-
aro Penteado bautizar com os outros Padres, fallo-ey. Pero
parece-me que perderas aos cristacs de tua amizade, por-
que tem em mim mujto credito e nao queraoc que outrem
bautize ssendoeu vivo. Porem trazel-os ey entanto comjgo
ate uer tua reposta pera que os cristaos fomem conuersa-
cao com eles, e os ditos Padres entanto hos enxinarao nas
couszs da ffee, € eu hos enduzirej a que depois de eu moe

3 rto hos recebao em meu lugar, e asy se remediara hum e
outro scgundo o seruico de Deus, a quem eu te encomen~
do.
And if thou in spite of that shouldst order me, toal-
Iow the said Alvaro Penteado to baptize with the other
Fathers, I shall let them do so. But it seems to me» thow
shalt lose the friendship of these Christians, for they es-
teem me very much and do not want anybody else to
baptize them as long as 1 am alive. But in the meantime 1
shall take them with me, until 1 get thy answer, ,that the
Christians may get acquainted with them: and the said
Fathers shall in the meantime instruct them in the things
of the faith, and 1 shall introcduce them, that they after my
death may receive them in my place, and soone and the
other thing shall be remedied according to the service of
God, to whom I recommend thee. :
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Ca me deram hua sua, com que to mei muita consola-
C€am €m me parecer que sse le mbra de mim e assy destes
christzos da terra, os'quaecs me emcorrmenda que trabal-
he com elles. Deus sabe a mjnha vomtade que he ser boa
pare ysso, e quanto a obra trabalho njsso quanto possos
como Vossa Alteza podera saber por Alfons Mexias, ho
quall me tem ajudado por ser amjguo do seruico de Deus
e de Vossa Alteza. E tambem dos Padres de Sam Francis-

(25) 1b. Page I6.
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co som:bem zjudzdo, porque ho Padre Comissario foy la
ccmjgo cuzs hou tres vezes e fizemes muito proueito por-
que bautizamos i dozemtzs e sesenta e sejs zlmes, e zssy
se casaram a porta da Igreia e trocuxemcs mujta pimenta.
E esta ida'que la himos he com grande trabalho, *porque
imos por terra de imigos, ¢m cujo poder e terra elles
morzm, e fauorecem algurs durce de coracam e outros que
tem bca vontade de sse tornarem ao custume da Igreia de
Roma e non ousam com meco delles, asy ccmo podera di-
zer hum deses Frades, que la vam, ho quall sse achou
la com ho Ccmisario. E assy lhe pedera dizer a boa vomta-
de que achou na gemte asy que com ajuda de Deus e de
Vossa Alteza iremos em crecimento.

Here they gave me a letter from you, which gave me
much consolations as I saw from ity that you think of me
and also of these Christians of the country. You recom
mend them tomes that T should work for thems God knows
rwy will that it is gcod for it, and es regards the work, T
am working in it as much as I can, as your Highness may
earn from Alfouso Mexigs, (26) who has helped me well,
as he is a friend of the service of God and that of your High
ness. Also the Fathers of Saint Francis help me well,
Fer the Father Commissary(27) went with me there 2 or
3 times ard we brought forth much fruit, for webaptized
266 souls and, besides, people were married at the door

(26) He was in India 1524.31 (Archivo Poriuguez Orienzal,
Nova Goa 1865; Fasc 51 p. 76)

(27) Frey Antonio de Padreo O. F. M. (Quellen 131), cbout
him see Schurhammer Ceylon zur Zeit der Kcnigs Bhuveneka
Bahu u. Franz Xaviers 1539—1552 (Leipzig 1928) 89—90,
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of the Church and we brought much pepper- ‘:; And thig
Journey to that place isvery arduous, for we go through
encmies, land, in whose power and land they dwell, and
they (the enemies) favour some who are hard of
heart, and others that have good will to go over to the
Usage of the Church of Roms,28)but have notthe courage
to do it for fear of them as one of the Friars who go there
(to Portugal) (29) can tell your who was there with the
Commissary. He can also tell you the good will he found
amongst the peoples so that with the help of God and
that of your Highness we shall make progress.
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(28) To the Latin rite.. !
(29) Frey Duarte O. F, M. [Quellen 131]
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That Mar Jacob was not only inclined towards the
Roman Rite, but even accepted it in his ‘cld age, follows
frem a letter of St. Francis Xguiers who writes to John
11T, from Cochin in [549; (31)

20) Three Lettersof Mar Jacob Malabar Church and
Rome Page- 17 (3) Malabar Church and Rome P. 17
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(38) “The Malabar Church and Rome during the early
Portuguese period and before.” by Rev. George Schurhammer-
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(39) Ib. page I9.
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“Wq know, that the Portuguese of his  time,
missionaries and laymen, did not know much of the
Chaldean Rite, and they = often called heretical whabever
was different from the Latin Rite and that therefore the
ideal thing for thém was to win the Syro-Malabarian
Christians over to their Liatin Rite. We know also  from
St. Francis Xavier, that in his old age the Bishop became
“very obedient to the customs of the Church of Rome.” We
know also from the Bishop Roz of Angamale, that Mar Jacob
introduced the private confession according to the Roman
custom, that he brought children to Cochin and later on  to
Cranganore, where the Franciscans edueated them for the
priesthood in the Latin Rite, that ke brought Fis-Christians
in communication™ with the Portugess and with the Fran-
ciscans and others, whom he took with him:to instruct his
flock and got part of his Christians *“‘to go over to the usage
of Rome.” (40) “@nzgaoomleato quaesellmes]
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Mar Jacob saw no other way of previding his Christians,
than to put them under the protection of the Portuguese
and their Bishops in Goa and his Latin Missionaries, to take
care of them after his and his companion’s death. That this
at least partly involved a change of rite, considering the
attitude of the Portuguese clergy at that time, seemed to him
the lesser evil, especially as Christians, persecuted by the
Indian Mahometans, needed also the political help of the
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Portuguese, and depended on them for their pepper-trade, of
-which the Portuguese had:the monopoly.” @) S VoD
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O_ novo Vice—Rei Dom Duarte de Menezes.
Freuegntavam naquelle tempo as classes de Cochim trezen..
tos estudanteos, que trocando o habito escholastico em mili
tar, sahiram & receber oVice-Rie e o foram acompanhando

.ate o terreiro do nosso Collegio,. « . » - .ficou 0 condo muito
-agradecido. do recebimento.
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anno cheguey aqui a Cochim vindo de Malacca, onde achey
o Bispo, o comelle fui muito consolado em ver que com
ganta charidade toms tantos trabalhos corporais, visitando -
ag fortalezas do seu Bispado e os chrustaos de Sao Thome,
fazendo seu officio como verdadeiro pastor

Em pago ds-fao bras obrag. .-« .-

*On January 13 th of this yeir, I came here from
Malacca to Cochin where I met the Bishop, in whom I
was much consoled, seeing with waat great charity he
undertakes such {fatiguing labours, in visiting the fortresses
of his Bishopric, and the Christians of St« Thomas, fulfilling -
his office as a true Pastor. As a reward for such distin-
guished works............
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Porque como le forcado nestas, partes ordenarem—se-
naturaes pelo commodo de luigua, e serem mellior vistos
ou ouvindos dos seus; tendo os Bespos de Cochim fillos do
christaos tam antigos, atambeu ecriados neste collegioy nas
querem ordenar fillas ~de qeufios nem. de novamente
convertedos a Fe, Cmoo ha muitas vezes poecado fazer-senas.
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“The Syrian Archdeacon, 153 Syrian Cattanars a good
number of the Roman Clergy and a few chief Portuguese
-citizens:” (45)
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Aceabada a eseviptura do synodo o Arcebispo Cham-
au alguus sacerdotes malavares do Bispado &’ Cochim do
rito latino—the mandau trasladar os decretos do synodo
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“Post erectionem dioecesis Cochinensis, jussu S. P,
Pauli. V- an. 1609 limites inter dicecesem Cranganorensem
{Syrianam) et Cochinensem (Latinam) determinatae sunt.
Occasione - hujus delimitationis ecclesiae nostrae Mattan:
cherry, Palluruthy, ete: quas jam ante adventum Lusitano-
rum existebant, dicecesi Cochinensi adnexae et inter
Latinam computatae; et fideles ad Ritum Latinum amplec
tendum partim praepotentia et violentia adacti sunt, par:
tim favoribus et promissis ad idem inducti sunt; qui vero
ab his artibus adigi non poterant. physice et moraliter
ad aufugiendum coacti sunt...... +v.+. .Plures ecclesiae
Syrianae habitae sunt Latinae.,.... .Plures ecclesias
earumque bona imo etiam autonomiam mnationis et
unitatem. ..-......pene amisimus,,.....et de die in
diem debitiones evademus’-
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am WQad 010l@eIom atoQam:i— Many of
Syria,n rite were Latinized by the Portuguese

(53) Libellus Supplex (Ssmo, D. N. Pio X Summo
Pontifici e6 Eminentissimis Cardinalibus 8. R, E, oblatus a
sacerdotibus Ritus Syro-Chaldaici, Trium Vieariatuum
Apostolicorum Malabariae), page 14.
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Criam gadelhas, as quaes rematam no alto da cabeca
_ou a um dos :lados, com fita de seda, e para diffsrenca
dos mais Malabares acrescentam umas contas de rezar com
sua cruz de ouro ou prata.
Alguns velhos e viuvos, que nao querem mais casar,
e 08 que tem ido em romarin a S. Thome, e se prezam
de mais religiosos, cortam o cabello.

Nas demandas recorrem ao Prelado, o quel lhes
agsigna Juizes para o deslinde da controversia.

Dizem as partes de seu direito todo o tempo que
querem, 6 mulher houve em Angamale, que gastou tres
dias inteiros em allegar de sua justica. Ouvidas as partes,
preferem os Juizes a sentenca sem appellacao nem a,ggra.vd,
por nao haver entre ellea outro tribunal supremo.

Neste juizo ninguem se condemna a morte, nem &
effusao de sangue, senao a penas pecuniarias.
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Estendiam e furavam as orelhas, como se costums
no Malabar, e dellas penduravam muitas argolas e brincog
de ouro, 6 pedraria. _

Este uso lhes tirou por algum tempo o Arcebispa
«de goa no synsdo de Diamper,

No traje. e vida das mulheres floresce muito =&
honestidade; cobrem se todas da cabeca ate os pes com uns
mantos branccs, ou azulados, e quando entra o Bispo na
egreja lhe vao todas beijar a mao com tanta ordem, e
composbura, que parecem religiosas bem disciplinadas.

Celebravam  estes Christaos os matrimonios em
Presenca de qualquer Cathanar e se o nao achavam, se

avm por casados com ohservar o estylo da terra, que e
atar e noivo um fio do pescoco da noiva, a qual cchre a
cabeca com um panno em signal de rendimento:

BEra mui temida a excommunhao entre slles e nao
c:nheciam outra censura da Egreja;

tinham  por grande aifronta nao lhe entrarem os
Sacerdotes em casa e assim os Prelacos por algum tempo
lhes impunham esta penitencia.

Em signal de paz com a egreja beijavam as maos
dos Sacerdotes, mettendo-as entre as palmas das suas, e a
isto chamavam' tomar o Casturi o que nao se concedia
ao0s excommungados e desobedientes.

As filhas entre estes Christaos nao ; herdavao a
geus paes, segundo o uso dos Malabares gentios, e naa
somente gquande havia filhos, senao ainda quando 08 nao
havia, proque em tal caso passavam os bens aos parentes
masculinos mais chegados aos paes. ,

o qual nem contradiz ao preceito divino, nem e
contra a lie nabural, e so repugna ao nosso direito civil,
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% que nao estao obrigados os Christaos sugeitos a Reis.
inifieis: (Oriente Gonquistado 2 . 70— 74)
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erectum esf{in semi-parochiem post an. 1870.

2 Ista ecclesia populis constabat utriusque ritus Latini et Syriani.
‘quamvis a Latinis aedificata. Circa an. 1820, Latini sibi aedificaverunt
aliam ecclesiam, St. Francisci Assi. et istam Syrianis solis reliquerunt,
Dein Latini subdivisi sunt et alteram a fundamentis erexerunt
ecclesiam Infantis Jesu, ita ut in civitate Ernaculam intra spativme
quadrantis horae et in eadem linea ires existant ecclesiae, quarum
prima ad Syrianos periinet, secunda ad Latinos septizgentos, ita dic-
tos, teriia ad Paranghi vel Eurasianos. Ex quatuor sacerdotibus
fduo erant Latini, et duo Syriani.

3 Intra limites hujus semi-Parroehiae erant tum sexaginta criciter
am iliae Syrianorum, qui sibi an. 1788 eedificaverunt ecclesiam i
Manampadi, quae modo Puttampalli dicitur.

4 Haec ecclesia existebat ad septenirionem ecclesiae Matilacma
circaca decem leucis distans: et a Tipu Sultano funditusidesiructa im

fine seeculi praeteriti, nec restaurata fuit,
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~ “Trueto his professed hatred against Christians the
Doewan now commenced to perpstrate a series of abtrocities e
against them, secrotly planned and most villinously carried ~
out, The dreadful Massacre of Travancore Christians was
conducted under the authority of the Dewan by an Officer
of the Travancore Governmens named Coonjee Cootty Pillay
having the rank of Sarvady EKariakar. This fit agent of such
a prineipal  had long enjoyed DewanVeloo Thumby’s
confidence, so much so that he had not been discovered during
the war or sinco when his  person was demanded by the
Tinglish, He absconded by the savage exertions of the Dewan.
From detailed assounts it would appear that nine (8) priests, ,a
. and upwazrds of three thousand (3900) Christians, men, women
ard children were maimed; tortured and bufichered and
throwninfo the backwater, In the sams manner Travancore’s
ally, Cochin Dewan Paliat Achan also wreiked his full
vengeance on the poor Christians of Cochin- Some were
ma.nc'Ied and some wzth their hands and feet tied together
Were thtown inbo the sea- When ﬁhe Resuiancy was “burnb
down and p1Ilaﬂed and Col. Macaulay escaped to the sea, he
says that his heart yearned when he saw the bodies of
thousands of Christians with hands and feet fied together .
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floating on the sea. Thus the Dewans of both the sister
States did their best to exterminate Christians and their
Religion out of this land, but Providence ruled otherwise:
‘The kings of the earth set themselves and the rulers took
counsel together against the Liord” but “He that sitteth in
the heavens did laugh, and Hs held them in derision.’”” And
Christianity in this:Coast at this day is stronger than ever
betore it was.”
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Sao homens prudentes, e de kom engenho, e aprendem
com facilidade & ler e escrever em diversas lingoas: e quando
nos dominavamos a costa do Malabar havia Clerigos, que
nas egrejas da Serra diziao® Missa na lingua Suriana, e
quando desciam a Cochim, na Latina, sendo as cerimonias
bem differentes umas das outras: e tractavam comnosco na
nossa lingua Portugueza, De sorte, que sabiao a sua lingua
materna, que e a Malabar, a Suriana e a Latina, que.
estudavam por artes, e a Portuguezi, que aprenbiam psle
uso,
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desejoso de reduzir a obediencia da Egreja Ramana os
antigos Chirstaos de S, Thome, derramados pelas serras do
Malabar, fundou um Seminario em Cranganor, onde-se
instruiao no rito Latino os| filhos daquelles Christaos infie-
-cionados com os erros de Nestorio
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In N-. S. Ordine nunquam erat Praep. Generalis nomine-
Taurent- Justiniani (1767— 1779 Praep. Genl. R. P. Eusebius:
a S. Maria) neque quidquam immenitur in libris nostris de.
visitatione nel dicisione, cui V- Rev. alludit in sua epistola.
d. d» 8 Augusti,

Romae 8. 9, 1910.
Fr. Clemens Mariag
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Rev. D. Nunguam extisit Prior Generalis nomine.

. Laurentius. Juatiniani, nec unqnam Generalis vel ejus:

commisarius fuit in India O. Prior Generalis ab anno I768-.
1780 fuit Joseph Ximenes; ejus praedecessor Marianus °
Ventimiglia defunctus est Neapoli. Documentum evidenter:
est spurium- Salutans e ¢
Fr. Pius M. Mayen. G. C.
Romae Nov. 11. 1910.
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“Nam probart eum (Episcopum Jacobum) a primo
momento, quo in Indiam venit, usque ad mortem semper
cum Catholicis in sacris communicasse, Domincanos, Francis-
canos et szcerdotes saeculares lusitanos apud christianos
suos syro-malabaricosintroduxisse eosque tum ad sacramenta

w 3dministranda, tum ad docendos christianos adhibuisse,
christianorum filios eis educandos dedisse, immo multos Syro-
Malabares ad acceptandum ritum latinum et mores Eoclesiae

;Romana,e adduxisse hocgque suo exemplo ipso in fine vitae

’ ritui Romano sese adaptando alios docuisse, quae omnia
obiam, testimonio S. Francisci Xaveril aliorumque tesbium
8jus temporis confirmantur,”’- .
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