THE MAGAZINE.

M. Thomas College, Trichur.

Editor: —(Eng. Section) JOSEPH PETTA’H,"M_‘.A_

- VOL. XIV.I MARCH, 1939. : i -NO, 111

Editor’s Miscellany.

Events of a momentous character both at" home and
abroad have so thickly crowded themsslves into the short space
of three months that the bewildered Editor has vusely decided
not to indulge in comments or criticism on any one of them.
But we cannot so easily shirk on= or two things which duty en_
joins on us. Thus we cannot help noticing the ‘great demise’
that cast a cloud over the whole world—the passing away of
the great Pope Pius X, He wasa towering figure, yes, a tower
of moral strength, which stood ‘four.square to all the winds
that blew,’ to all the perverted ‘isms’ of the day. Undaunted
champion of truth and faith, of social justice. national concord,
and international peace, he criticised without fear or favour,
and launched his attacks against injustice wherever he found it,
no matter however exalted or mighty the delinquent. And he
spoke not with words of diplomatic ambiguity or vacillating in-
decision; but with a directness and force which bespcke the
man of authority, and carried conviction home to every mind,
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Verily, Pius X! was cast in the mould off which heroes are
shaped; and the title of fides intrepidus assigned to him by the
prophetic saint Malachy has been vindicated to the very letter
indeed. All the world mourned the ‘great departed’ and paid
striking tributes to his revered memory, and if Germany struck
a rather discordant note, that was but one more proof of the
uncompromising stand the great Pope had taken against all
iniqaity and iajustice.

Habemus Pontificem, we have a Pope; yes, Pius XII has
succeeded Piaus X!, and succeeded, too, to the motto, the policy
and work of his illustrious predecessor. As Secretary of State
to the late Pope, Gardinal Pacelli was already a world figure.
No happier choice could have been made and the enthusiastic,
acclamation which has greeted it from all over the world leaves
no doubt of the high esteem in which the new Pope is held by
the nations. And yet the world perhaps knows Pius XII only
in part: he is to most peorle a great statesman whose bene-
ficent influence may always be counted on the side of what is
right and true. But the predominant tcait of his character,—
his absorbing piety, his' deep spirituality, his devouring
devotion — is known only to those who have studied
him at closs quartzrs, and yetitis this that will enable him,
more than his statesmanship, to stem successfully the rapidly
surging tide of modern materialism and irreligiousness. He is
to be the Pastor Angelicus, according to St. Malachy; and any
one who knows Pius XII atclose quarters can rest well assured
that the prophecy shall be {ully realised in the new Pope. We
beg to tender our most respectful greetings and most humble
homage to the Supreme Pontiff. Ad multos annes!

Nearetr home we have to mourn the loss of one who was
for several decades a prominent and popular figure on the
educational stage of Cochin. The late Rao Sahib C. Mathai
was one of the most successful Directors of Public instcuction
of Cochin, and much of her preseat educational progress Cochin
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owes to the enthusiastic initiative and able guidance of that
zealous pilot. What used to strike us most in the noble make.
up of the late Director was the very wide range of his sym-
pathy. His ever-youthful interest extended not only to every
variety of new educational experiment, psychological or me.
chanical, bat to many matters besides, which had a b:aring
on the moral or material well_bzing of the masses; industrial
schools and agricultural training, sports and scouting, cottage
industries and Co.operative movement—all these, equally with
the Kindergarten Method, the Dalton Plan and the Montessori
System, claimed his careful attention and received zealous
encouragement. Of personal integrity and oflicial rectitude he
was a model. There was an aim and a purpose in his life, and
we are very happy to know that he passed away in peace and
serenity with the firm conviction that he had performed his
mission in life,

b4 X X X

The Minister in his alma mater. The Hon’ble Chevalier
C. J. varkey. M. A, K. S. G., has been kind enough to pay a
visit to his alma mater and to preside over the High Schaol
Day Celebrations. The City Fathers of Trichur did credit to
themselves and honour to the Minister by presenting him with
a Civic Address. The College, too,—High Schosl and College
Departments combined—zave him an Address of cordial
welcome and hearty good wishes. And then, too, the Chevalier
was the centre and chiel guest of a crowded programme. The
public of Trichur m=t him at a garden-party; the Catholics at
a dinner at the Hotel Central, and the Bishop of Trichur at a
lunch at the Episcopal Residence. And everywhere Mr.
Varkey had an apt and happy word to say in reply to the
toasts proposed in his behalf.

X X X X

The College Day and the GrandSocial. The 4th, of March
was a gala dap for the College. The spacious College Quadrangle




€3 ST. THOMAS' COLLEGE, MAGAZINE.

T

was gaily decorated and brightly embellished with sparkling
bulbs. "Che public meeting which began at 5.15 p. m, was a
crowded audience, consisting of His Excellency the Bishop of
Trichur, many distinguished officials and non_officials of the
town, and several huandreds of students. Mr. T. R. Venkatarama
Sastriar of Madras presided; while Rev. Fr. Murphy S. J.,
Principal of the Loyola College, gave the Day’s Address.

Mr. V. Achyuthan Nair, M. A., cf the English Depart.
ment welcomed the guests in a short felicitous speech. The
President then rose amid cheers to make his introductory speech.
He thanked the authorities of the College for the great honour
done to him. He was very glad of the opportunity given to
him to meet such a large gathering of the younger brethren of
the country. |f he carried his 65 years of life about him rather
lightly, he would put it down entirely to his habit of associating
with the younger friends on equal terms. He had more friends
among youngmen and students than among elderly men. Far
from thinking that he had words of wisdom to utter to them,
by which they should prcfit, he esteemed it a great pleasure to
exchange views with them whenever he had the opportunity
of meeting them. He congratulated the St. Thomas' College
cn having been able to celebrate together its anniversary and
its golden jubilee. The completion of filty years of life and its
celebration was an occasion for great rejoicings.

Mgr. John Palocaran, the Principal, then presented a
brief report of the College The annual reports of the College
Union and the College Malayalam Society were presented by
the respective Secretaries (The Reparts appear elsewhere in
this Issue))

: Rev. Fr. Murphy’s Address.

Fr. Murphy then delivered his Address on ‘University
Education’. He began by thankiag the authorities of the College
for having given him an opportunity to renew his acquaintance
with Trichur. He congratulated them for the splendid record
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of work they had achieved during the past fifty years. He
hoped that record would be maintained and tha: University
education would continue to flourish in Trichur with as much
vigour as it flourished in the past. Continuing, Fr. Murphy
said: “University education has now come in fer a good deal
of condemnation. Somestimes the condemnation is overt, some-
times it is more implied. And the reason is that the University
education does not provide employment to all people. 1 think
that this undoubtedly is a wrong attitude to take with regard to
University education. The critics should understand that it is
not the function or business of Universities to secure employ.
ment for those who go out with their diplomas and degrees
Universities may set up side.shows, such as information_bu-
reaus, employmznt_bureaus, etc. But the Chief work of Univer.
sity education in these days is to equip young men for empley.
ment. | am glad to think that in this the University remains
unchallenged in its supremacy. 1t has successfully turned out
men to occupy any position ia life. | am speaking now of
Uaiversity education under the Madras University. Itis cer-
tainly well ahead of its kind in the number of technical colleges
which it provides for younz aspiring men and women. You
have the Teacher’s College, Eagineering College, Medical Col_
lege, Agriculture College, Forest College, etc. Undoubtedly
these szcure employms=at for many men.

Buat | now speak rather of the ordinary routire through
which the young students are passing, the ordinary routine of
work done in Colleges like the St. Thomas’. And pointing to
that routine | ask myself the question here and now: In what
is University education wanting? What are the ordinary ave.

nues of employment to which our young men look forward? |
may answer that they look forward to the post of overseers in
the Railways, in the Harboar, in the customs, in the Police, etc.
Some look forward to clerical and some to Secretariate work.
Does the University in any way fail to turn out men who are
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capable of carrying out these works? | can answer without a
shadow of doubt that Universities are not wanting ia this res.
pect, Universities do turn out many young men fully equipped.
You cannot indeed expect the University to equip any indivi-
dual for th= very specific employment he is going to get. You
cannot expect the University, for instance, to give the student
a training in insurance; although, as a matter of fact, you are
well aware that those who take mathematics have to study the
laws of averages on which an insurance policy is based. Some_
times you find that those who are not able to go for Univer.
sity education take the next best thing, i. e. some kind of com.

mercial training. They do not go to the top, and they seldom
rise above mediocrity. They seem to stagnate round a pension
of Rs. 40 or 50 per month. But the University takes a longer
view, a broader view. It givesan all_-round general training to
the man; to all his faculties, chicfly mental, so that when a
young man comes out with his Degree, he is trained to take up
responsible posts of administration, to occupy posts involving
long vision of policies. He goes ahead, with success aftee

success, provided he is given proper facilities to pick up
work. The training given in the ordinary lecture rooms and
other classes of the Uaiversity do really teach these men to
think —to think coldly, clearly and coherently, without being
moved and upset by passing gusts of political passions or patriotic
prejudices. In every department of the Uaiversity, in mathe.
matics, in science, in history, in philosophy, the student is
trained to think and to sift argums=ats for making reasonable

conclusions. Taking, for instance, the study of calculous, you
may be asked what you are going to do with a profound
study of the subject. Majority believe that they will find it of
absolutely no us: in life. But | say that the mathematical train-
inz it gives you, enables you to keep your mind clear and con_
centrate it on any definite line of thought, 1tis such training
that enables young men to come up as leadersin due course.
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The difference between the leader—writer and the ordinary re-
porter is generally an instance of the dilference between the
man with University training and the man without itt The
ordinary reporter can only give a matter of fact account of
occurences. He understands little about their political or social’
signilicance, that is the work of the leader.writer, He construes
and interprets events, understands the tendencies they indicate
and educates and leads public opinion.

I there is no employment ready at haad for every gra.
duate coming out of the University, it is not fair to put the
blame on the University or the Government of the country, The
supply of employments in the country depends on the national
initiative and enterprise. In some spheres of national activity
we do find there isscope for the absorption of all the men
turned out by the Universities with appropriate training in that
line. Thusthe Agricultural Departments of the country have
absorbed the entire output of the Veterinary Colleges so far,
and offer to find employment for many more. That is the
result of the attempts now being made all over the country for
the improvement of cattle. Similar attempts along other lines
of national well-beiug, agricultural, industrial, commercial, or
financial, will surely provide scope for the employment of many
more of the trained men turned by other kinds of Colleges.

One word now aboutanother charge which is frequently
levelled against the Indian Universities. There are those who
put them down as agents and bulwarks of British imperialism.
But those who make this charge lose sight of two important
facts connected with our Universities. The first is that these
Universities are now run by Indians. You will find an over
whelming majority of [adians. on their administrative bodies.
The second fact is that these Indian administrations have not
found it worth while to effect any changein the aims or methods
of University education, which their predecessors had set up in
the past. Indeed these aims and methods have not had any
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change for the past thousand years. Nay more, we find them

the samz in the Athens of the 4th cantury B. C. as they were

in the 13 th. century Oxford. The actual subject matter of the
various lines of study may have changed tosuit the changing

times and surroundings. In some of these lines as for instance,
in Philosophy and Mathematics, even the subject matter has

kad no sappreciable change. The old master minds like
Aristotle and Plato, Euclid and Pythagoras, still hold the
ground as they did in the ancient past. In literature and history
in physics and chemistry, in politics and economics, the nature

and variety of the subjects studied may have changed. Never.
theless, the general aim of University education has remained
just the same, viz, to equip young men and women to play
successfully whatever role awaits them in life. And the method
of doing it was aiss the same, namely, to exercise and train up
the memory and the mind, to develop and reline the instincts
and tastes, to strengthen aad szason the will, by lessons in
pbilosophy and science, in history and literatuce, in arithmetic

and algebra, in politics and economics’’

X X X X

The President then distributed prizes to the winners in
the various literary and sports competitions as well asto those
who had distinguished themselves in the University and class
Examinations. The following are the lists of the prize winners.

CLASS PRIZES.
a) Religious Instraction’,—
ClL V. v.]. George. CE 11 P._L Jolbin
» IH V. K. Iype. = I . P.K. Jusseenju.
b) Ethics;:—
ClL IV S Subramanian Cl. 11 K. Ramagopalan.
, HI N. V. lttiachan. s | K- RamunniMenon

Continued on page 128.




OPENINGS.

By “viE".

Having failed to secure any job alfter taking my Ho-
nours Degree in the first class, | was attracted to what are
known these days as independent professions.

Insurance salesmanship first claimed my attention—the
rosy prospect of earning hundreds of rupees as commission
for the business you have turned over. But | soon found thag
this line was certainly not to my taste and would not bring me
any money.

| then turned my attention to journalism. Here at last
thought |, was the vocation for me. No drudgery, no boss:
no quill.driving, nothing of the sort. You write at your
leisure when you feel the “itch’ and the post brings you nice
little cheques every week. It is no very difficult matter to turn ot
articles or stories for newspapers and magazines and stories for
films. Sure, | have the taste for it. But if only I could take up
some postal tation in one of the most famous colleges of journa-
lism in England, all difficulty would soon be overcome.

: Tothe pages of the “Strand” 1 accordingly turned.
There were not less than half a dozen schools of journalism
and the advertisements stared me in the face. As | read
theough them 1 found it more and more difficult to select one
institution to which | should postthe coupon for a ‘“gratis™
copy of the prospectus. Oane advertisement, however, was deli.
nitely reassuring and said: “The art of writing lor the press and
the cinema is no gift It is a science that can be acquired by pro.
per training and diligent study™. This decided my mind. There
was also a list of reasons, why 1 should join the “National Col.
lege of Journalism’ in preference to the blooming others of the

kind.






































































































































































































