Eﬁ‘ﬁ@ m@s’

ﬁht BNGRE
THTERATYRE

SECOND SERIES

T
7 ) WitH A FOREWORD BY
‘M. S. H. THOMPSON, EsQ., B.A., F.c.P., LE.S,

{(Inspector of Schools, Bangalore)

¥

¢ i~
| '
& g § 2R
& TroleiiR

B Sl
» i
" %
¥

VENKATRAMA' & COo~# i 8
: MADRAS & ELLORE. I

o
-,



















READINGS
IN ENGLISH LITERATURE

SECOND SERIES /" saif—

WITH A FOREWORD BY ;

M. S. H. THOMPSON, Esg., B.A., F.C.P., LE.S.

(Inspector of Schools, Bangalore)

PUBLISHED BY

VENKATARAMA & Co.
EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS
MADRAS & ELLORE

All Rights Reserved] [Re. 0-14-0



First Edition — 500 Copies
November 7939

This book is compiled and edited by

M. JANAKIRAMAIAH, m.a4. (LiTT.), B.ED.
(Director, Andhra Tutorial College, Rajahmundry)

Kesari Printing Works, Madras.



FOREWORD

WE have here an interesting selection of prose and poetry
with the necessary critical apparatus for its appreciation. A care-
ful student of literature himself, the Editor is well qualified to
direct the studies of his young readers. His main interest is in ideas,
and wherever necessary he gives the thought in simple language
and in proper sequence, but thereafter leaves the learner with his
author to grapple with his meaning. So the learner is led to see
that literature is more than the words out of which it is fashioned,

though the words themselves come in for study at the right time.

We have in these books a well co-ordinated scheme of study,
and an abundance of exercises of all grades of difficulty to meet

the exigencies of the classroom.

A feature to which reference might perhaps be made is the
fact that the Editor resists the temptation of providing help where
the learner might well be expected to help himself; in particular,

he assumes the fairly frequent use of a good dictionary.

BANGALORE,
2nd November, 1939. M. S. H. THOMPSON,






PREFACE

THE present Readings in English Literature have been
selected and edited with the average pupils of the IVth and
Vth Forms in our High Schools in view. To put before then:
models of idiomatic prose and typical verse not too far
removed in point of sentiment, situation, story, and character

from the students’ own experience, has been my chief aim.

I have developed a scheme of study and exercise to meet
the exigencies of the classroom. How far I have been suc-

cessful in my atttempts, I leave it to others to judge.

I wish to express my indebtedness and gratitude to
M. S. H. Thompson, Esq., B.A., F.C.P., I.E.S., for his great
kindness in writing the valuable foreword and for the constant
encouragement, wise counsel, and inspiring guidance that he
has so freely given me from the rich store of his knowledge

of educational procedures.

- Mapras,
7th November, 1939. M. JANAKIRAMAIAH.
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From the painting by Ford Madox Brown.
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE.




THE GIFTS OF GOD

George Herbert was an English poet of the 16th and 17th
Centuries. He was born at the Montgomery Castle on April 3rd
1593. He died at Bemerton in 1632.

b4

Famous among his poems are The Temple, The Country
Parson, The Honest Man, Virtue etec. The present poem is easily
one of the best of his productions.

When God at first made Man,
Having a glass of blessings standing by;
Let us (said He) pour on him all we can:
Let the world’s riches, which dispers’d lie,

Contract into a span. 5

So strength first made a way;
Then beauty flow’d, then wisdom, honour, pleasure:
When almost all was out, God made a stay,
Perceiving that, alone of all His treasure,

Rest in the bottom lay. 10

For if I should (said He)
Bestow the jewel also on My creature,
He would adore My gifts instead of Me,
And rest in Nature, not the God of Nature,

So both should losers be. 15

) Yet let him keep the rest,
But keep them with repining restlessness:

Let him be rich and weary, that at least,
51
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If goodness lead him not, yet weariness
May toss him to My breast. 20
—CG'. Herbert.

NOTES:

Stanza 1.—l. 2. A glass of blessings—A vessel or container
having blessings in it, just like a tumbler holding water. [. 5.
Contract—Condensed. In prose one ought to write ‘ Contracted’,
but this being a poem, an approximate form of it is employed.
Span—A short space. The space from the end of the thumb to the
end of the little finger when extended. [. 4. Idea—Originally
God’s intention was to condense all the rich gifts in the world and
bless man with them.”

Stanza 2.—I. 1. Made way—Advanced. [. 2. Flow’d—The
contents of the glass (gifts) are compared to a liquid being poured

out of its container.
Stanza 3.—!l. 2. Bestow—Confer. The Jewel—Rest or peace.
1. 2. My creature—Man; creature: he who or that which is created.
Stanza 4.—I. 1. Keep the rest—The figure here is Pun. ¢ Rest’
does not mean the same as above but the ‘ remaining things ’.

IDEAS IN THE POEM

While conferring His gifts upon man, God hesitated to bestow
upon him the Jewel among them, i.e., rest. He was afraid, man
would forget his very Maker, if he is blessed with rest, for a rest-
ful life might lead him to its pleasure rather than to a devotion
to the Maker of all.

After being blessed with rest, if man were to give himself up
to the pleasures of life, then he would lose the graces of God,
while God himself would lose the devotion of man. So to avoid
the losses to both, God made man’s life restless.
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Il. 16-20. God seriously considers what gifts He. is
to confer upon man. He resolves to keep back ‘rest’
from him. Yet He blesses man with the rest of His gifts. Being
deprived of ¢ rest’ man would be wearied of life, however rich he
might be. To obtain peace and rest he would be obliged to turn
to God in prayer.

Idea:—However rich, powerful and gifted, no person can gain
the joys of rest, unless it be by turning to God in prayer.
WORDS AND PHRASES

Bestow Creature Span Contract Dispersed

LEARN ALSO:

To make out—To learn. To make over—To transfer. To
make sure of—To know as certain. To make up—To reconcile.
To confer upon—To bestow upon.

EXERCISES:

Write answers to each of the following in two or three
sentences:—

1. What was God’s intention regarding the blessings he
wanted to bestow upon man?

2. Describe how God bestowed His gifts upon man.
3. Why did God hestitate to confer ‘ rest ’ upon man?
4. How did God decide in the end as to the gifts he was to
confer upon man?
ADDITIONAL EXERCISES:

1. Summarise the thoughts of God as pictured by Herbert
George while He conferred His gifts upon man.
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2. Fill up the blanks in the following strictly in accordance

with the ideas expressed in the poem:—

(¢) When God at first made —— , he had a
standing by. :

of blessings

(b) God resolved to let man have all the gifts with the
exception of

(c) God was afraid that man would adore His
of Him, if He were to bestow upon man

(d) He feared that man would then in nature and not
in the of nature. He realised that both man and
Himself would then be 2

(e) So God determined to let man have all
exception of , when he would be

(f) God wanted to let man be rich but
will not lead him to God, at least

, instead
also.

with the
with
, so that if
would to His

(a) What is the moral taught by the poem?

(b) What were the considerations of God that made him
keep back ‘rest’ from man?

(c) Why did God consider the gift of ‘rest’ to man a
“loss to both?

Explain with reference to context the following:—

(a) Let usipour.on him all we cani........i.:.:
Contract into a span.

(b). When almost. all was oub..................
Rest in the bottom lay.

(¢) Bestow the Jewel also on My creature........
So both should losers be.

(d)’ Yet letr him ‘keep ‘the Test: v i 07000

May toss him to My breast.
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4. Point out and explain the figures of speech contained in the

following:—
(@) Yet let him keep the rest,

But keep them with the repining restlessness.
I 4

5. Parse the following words of the poem:—I. 2. Glass.
Dispers’d. 1. 9. Alone. 1. 12. Also. . 12. My.

6. Substitute single words for each of the following words and
phrases of the poem without affecting the sense and force

with which they are originally used:—
(a) Standing by
() Made a way

(¢) Dispers’d.
7. Supply the words omitted after ‘instead of’ and ¢ Me’ in
1. 13. of the poem, to convey the meaning clearly and in full.

THE HONEST MAN
Herbert George:—For an outline of his life and work see the
introduction to his Gifts of God.

Who is the honest man?
He that doth still and strongly good pursue;
To God, his neighbour, and himself most true;
¥ Whom neither force nor fawning can
Unpin, or wrench from giving all their due.

Whose honesty is not
So loose or easy, that a ruffling wind
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Can blow away, or glitt’ring look it blind;
Who rides his sure and even trot,
While the world now rides by, now lags behind. 10

Who, when great trials come,
Nor seeks nor shuns them, but doth calmly stay,
Till he the thing and the example weigh:

All being brought into a sum,
What place or person calls for, he doth pay.

Whom none ean work or woo
To use in any thing a trick or sleight,
For above all things he abhors deceit ;
His words, and works, and fashion too,
All of a piece, and all are clear and straight. 20

Who never melts or thaws
At close temptations; when the day is done,
His goodness sets not, but in dark can run:
The sun to others writeth laws,
And is their virtue, Virtue is his sun.

Who, when he is to treat
With sick folk, women, those whom passions sway,
Allows for that, and keeps his constant way;

Whom others’ faults do not defeat,
But though men fail him, yet his part doth play. 30

Whom nothing can precure,
When the wide world runs bias from his will,
To writhe his limbs, and share, not mend, the ill:—



THE HONEST MAN i 7

_ This is the Marksman, safe and sure,
Who still is right, and prays to be so still.

—G. Herbert.
NOTES:

l. 2. That doth still—That does in a silent manner. [. 4. Force
—Compulsion. [. 5. Unpin—Influence to break a promise. The
idea is that nothing can influence an honest man to break a faith
or promise. In other words he who will never break his promise
in spite of all influences, is an honest man. [. 5. Wrench—Vio-
lently dissuade one from. There is no force in this world that
can dissuade an honest man from discharging his duties. The
idea is that an honest man should not fail in his duties whatever
be the circumstances in which he is placed. [. 8. Can blow blind—
No (violent wind) difficult situation in life can shake the honesty
of a truly honest man. No considerations of difficulty should
deter an honest man from being honest. Also no considerations
of gain or attraction (glittering look) should (blind) prevent a
truly honest man from being honest. I+—Honesty; Blind;
diminish. 1. 9. Even trof—Steady progress. . 12. Seeks—Courts
difficult situations in life for considerations of vain glory. Shuns—
Flies from ordeals in life out of fear. An honest man should neither
court trials in life out of vain glory nor shun them out of cowardice.
L. 13. Weigh—consider. . 16. None can work or woo—None can
influence by cunning or courtesy. l. 17. Sleight—Deceptive
trick. 1. 19. Fashion—Manner of life. 1. 21. Thaws—Yields
i.e, Melts. 1. 28. Constant—Steady. 1. 31. Procure—Acquire.
l. 32. Runs bias—Takes a different course. 1. 33. Writhe—to twist
in pain. l. 34. Marksman—One that shoots well (signifies here
one that leads a good life).
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WORDS AND PHRASES:

Fawning Wrench (Verb) Unpin Force (Verb) Even trot

Shun
Thaw
- Writhe

¢ B

Work Sleight  Abhor Fashion
Sway Constant Bias Woo
Safe and Sure To mend the ill.
LEARN ALSO:
Wrench (Noun) 7 Force (Noun)
Abhorrence Fickle
Bias (Noun) Constant
EXERCISES:

Answer in two or three sentences each of the following:—

(@) What should be the attitude of an honest man towards
God, his neighbours, and himself?

(b) What, is the ‘even trot’ of life that an honest man
should maintain?

(¢) What ought to be the attitude of an honest man towards
the great trials in life?

(d) What should be the behaviour of an honest man towards
the influences of others on his conduect?

(¢) What should be the outlook of an honest man with
regard to temptations in life?

(f) What according to George Herbert should be the con-
duct of an honest man towards the sick, the women,
and the ill-tempered?

(g) How should an honest man model his mode of life with
reference to the sway of public opinion?
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2. Point out and explain the figures of speech contained in
the following:—

(a) Whose honesty is not

So loose or easy, that a ruffling wind

Can blow away, or glitt'ring look it blind.
(b) This is the Marksman, safe and sure,

Who still is right, and prays to be so still.
(¢) The sun to others writeth laws

And is their virtue, Virtue is his sun.

3. What according to George Herbert are the qualities of
an Honest man? ,

THE MAN OF LIFE UPRIGHT

Thomas Campion was a poet and physician of some eminence
in London, of whose life very little is known. His date of birth
is not exactly known, but he lived in the 16th and 17th centuries.
He was certainly at Cambridge, and was admitted a member of
Gray’s Inn in 1586. But he does not appear to have been called
to the bar. He was buried at St. Dunstan’s, Fleet Street, in
March 1620.

Popular among his works are Book of Airs (1601), Observa-
tions in the Art of English Poesy (1602), Two Books of Airs (1612),
Third and Fourth Books of Airs (1617).

The man of life upright,

Whose guiltless heart is free
From all dishonest deeds,

Or thoughts of vanity;
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The man whose silent days e
In harmless joys are spent, ‘
Whom hopes cannot delude
Nor sorrow discontent:

That man needs neither towers

Nor armour for defence, 10
Nor secret vaults to fly

From thunder’s violence;

He only can behold
With unaffrighted eyes

The horrors of the deep 15
And terrors of the skies.

Thus scorning all the cares
That fate or fortune brings,
He makes the heaven his book,
His wisdom heavenly things; 20

Good thoughts his only friends,
His wealth a well-spent age,
The earth his sober inn
And quiet pilgrimage. 25

—T. Campion.

NOTES:
l. 7. Delude—deceive or mislead. . 8. Discontent—Dissatisfy.
l. 14. Behold with unaffrighted eyes—Look in a fearless manner.
l. 15. Deep—Sea. 1. 16. Terrors of the skies—Thunders and light-
nings. [. 17, Scorning—Disregarding; not caring. [. 19. Makes
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the heaven his book—Concentrated his attention on God and
heaven.
WORDS AND PHRASES:
Delude Sober Quiet

LEARN ALSO:

Mislead Delusion Quite Intoxicated Sober

EXERCISES:

Answer in two or three sentences each of the following:—

1. Who according to Thomas Campion is the Man of Life
Upright?

2. What is the nature of the strength of the Man of Life
Upright?

3. What according to Campion is the attitude of the Man of
Life Upright towards life?

ADDITIONAL EXERCISES:

1. What words are omitted after ‘or’ in I. 4, Stanza 1?

2. Fill up the blanks in the following in accordance with the
ideas expressed in the poem:—

(@) The honest man can behold with eyes the horrors

of the and the of the skies.

(b) The honest man needs neither nor
he needs no vaults to fly from

for defence;
’s violence.

(e)

thoughts are the only friends of the honest man.
His wealth is a ——
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(d) The earth looks to be a
and the life a pilgrimage

—— to an honest man

3. What is the moral taught by the poem?

4. Learn the difference between delusion and illusion.
Note that corresponding to delude; there is no illude.
5. Explain with references to context the following: —

(@) The man whose........
Nor sorrow discontent.

(b) He only can behold......
And terrors of the skies.

(¢) Good thoughts his only {riends
And quiet pilgrimage.

6. Point out and explain the figure of speech contained in
each of the following:—

(@) The earth his sober inn
And quiet pilgrimage
(b) He makes the heaven his book,
His wisdom heavenly things.
7. Parse the following:—I. 1. Upright.
8. Substitute the following with other words identical with
them in force and sense conveyed in the poem:—

(a) Gentleness, (b) Harmless, (¢) Delude, (d) Unaffrighted
eyes, (e) Scorning.



UPON WESTMINSTER BRIDGE
(Composed on September 3, 1802)

- William Wordsworth (1770—1850) was one of the greatest of
English poets. He was born at Cockermouth, England, in 1770.
He took his B.A. at Cambridge in 1791. He adopted no profession.
In 1797 his friendship with Coleridge, Charles Lamb and Hazlitt
began and in the following year he toured Germany in the company
of Coleridge. In 1839 he took the Hon. D.C.L. of Durham and
in 1839 the Hon. D.C.L. of Oxford. Wordsworth suffered from
want of money for a long time, but in 1842 Sir Robert Peele grant-
ed him a pension of £300 a year, and in the year he followed
Southey as Poet Laureate of England. He died in 1850, after a
long, eventful and highly literary life.

INTRODUCTION:

“ Tt was one morning in 1802 that the poet, driving over West-
minster Bridge on his way to Dover, was so struck with the
grandeur of the scene, the great city still sleeping, beneath the
sun, that the poem took shape in his mind and he wrote the words
as he travelled to Dover.”

“The poem is one of Wordsworth’s finest sonnets and there
are probably no lines more often quoted than these.”—Arthur Mee.

Earth has not anything to show more fair:
Dull would he be of soul who could*pass by
A sight so touching in its majesty;
__This City now doth, like a garment, wear
The beauty of the morning; silent, bare, b
Ships, towers, domes, theatres, and temples lie
Open unto the fields, and to the sky;
All bright and glittering in the smokeless air.
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Never did sun more beautifully steep

In his first splendour, valley, rock, or hill; 10
Ne'er saw I, never felt, a calm so deep!

The river glideth at his own sweet will:

Dedr God! the very houses seem asleep;.

And all that mighty heart is lying still!

—William Wordsworth,

NOTES:

Westminster Bridge—The bridge across the Thames, on
which London stands. 1. 2. Dull............ soul—He would be
incapable of appreciating beauty. Pass by—fall to notice.
l. 3. Touching—Moving the heart. Majesty—Splendour. 1. 4.
Now—At this time of the day. It was between five and six in
the morning. I. 5. Silent—People were yet not stirring and no
noises were heard. 1. 6. Temples—Churches. 1. 8. Smokeless
air—The time was too early for smoke to fill the air. The chim-
neys would send out smoke later in the day. [ 10. First splendour
—The bright light of the morning sun. [ 14. Mighty heart—
London is the great centre of activity in the British Empire.
Hence it is called the “ Mighty Heart ”. Lying still—is silent and
quiet.

WORDS AND PHRASES:
Pass by Touching Lying still Dull of soul

EXERCISES:

1. Summarise Wordsworth’s reflections on the Westminster
Bridge.

2. With what does the poet compare the view he saw from
the Bridge?
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3. Explain with reference to context:—
(a) “Dull could be his soul who could pass by
A sight so touching in its majesty.”
(b) Earth has not anything to show more fair.

4. Explain the following expressions with reference to the
poem:—
(a) So touching in its majesty.
(b) Does, like a garment, wear_the beauty of the morning

(¢) Mighty heart......

THE VICTIM

Alfred Lord Tennyson was the greatest English Poet of the
Victorian ages He succeeded William Wordsworth to the Poet
TLaureateship of England. He was born at Somersby in Lincolnshire
in 1809. He was educated at Luth Grammar School, at home and
at Trinity College, Cambridge. Soon after his father’s death, he
gave himself up to literature living in the county on his own small
means. In 1804 he was created Baron Tennyson of Aldworth. He
died at Aldworth in 1892.

Among his longer poems the most famous are:—In Memoriam,
Idylls of the King etc., ete. Among his innumerable short poems
the most popular are On the death of the Duke of Wellington, The
Charge of the Light Brigade, The Revenge, The Lotus Eaters,
Ulysses, The Victim, Beggar Maid, Dora, etc., ete.

The present poem relates an incident supposed to have taken
place in the days when the Saxons were still heathens and wor-

shipped the Gods, Thor and Odin. It shows how in olden days
human sacrifices are sometimes offered to avert a great calamity.
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It also depicts the intensity of maternal love, with which a mother
sacrificed herself to save her son from the cruel superstition of a

priest, who wished to appease the Gods by shedding the blood of
the child.

The following is an outline of the piece:—

Stanza 1.—A heathen country once suffered from plague,
famine and invasion. The priest decided to appease the Gods by
offering a sacrifice.

Stanza 2—The devastation continued. The Gods answered
that a life dear to the King should be sacrificed.

Stanza 3.—The priest brought the King’s son for the sacrifice.

Stanza 4—The Queen reported to the King that their only son
was taken to be sacrificed.

Stanza 5—The King approved of the priest’s decision te
sacrifice the child.

Stanza 6.—The mother offered herself for the sacrifice in the
place of her son.

I

A plague upon the people fell,
A famine after laid them low,
Then thorpe and byre arose in fire,
For on them brake the sudden foe;
So thick they died the people eried,
“The Gods are moved against the land.’
The Priest in horror about his altar
To Thor and Odin lifted a hand.
‘Help us from famine
And plague and strife! 10




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































