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An Address to 'Freshers’

By Sri V., VENKATARAMA IYER,
Lecturer in History. .

ON behalf of the Principal of the College and my collea-
gues on the the staff, [ have great pleasure in welcoming you to
this institution and wishing you a very useful and happy period
of stay in the College. 1 dare say many of you must have
come here with your own.aspirations and hopes and we desire
you will be able to realise them in a large measure and have
no cause for regrets, for your stay in the College. It is not
without justification and reason that competent men have spoken
of the privileges of youth., Youth is the most glorious period of
your life and it is a life that cannot be lived over again. Please also :
remember that vou should all consider yourselves privileged to
have the advantage of® University courses of studies and that.
for every student thaf has gained admission into the College,
there are hosts of others who, for financial and other reasons,
have not been able to avail themselves of the advantages of higher
education. Your parents and guardians are therefore entitled
not only to the maximum amount of gratitude from you, but
also to expect that you will make the best of your opportunities

at college, that you will not waste your time in useless.bickerings- «

~ and unnecessary quarrels, and that you will amply justify the
~little inconveniences and sacrifices that they are making on your
behalf. College life offers you splendid opportunities such as
you cannot obtsin anywhere, opportunities for service, opportuni-
ties for the development of -social virtues, opportunities for
cultivating many habits, and for casting off many others. There
are those aspects of_ College life which are very obvious and

* Delivered to thel Freshers’ of the College on Monday, 8th July 1940.
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apparent to everybody—listening to lectures, doing your allotted

: wotk in the class room, the library or the laboratory, passing

= examinations and taking vour degrees. Those undoubtedly loom
large and form an important, part of your life at college. They

do not constitute however the essence and cream of that life,

There are other features far less obvious, which neverthless are

influenciig you unconsciously and which perhaps are also far

more important and fundamental:- development of regular habits,

cultivation of good manners, a capacity for adjustment and
accomodation, a spirit of tolerance and the like. I should like to

stress partlcularly on two other aspects of college life which
unfortunately have not received sufficient attention and which I

should like you all to cultivate and develop—discipline and loyal-

= ty. These form the foundation of all your character and must
be regarded as the twin weapons in your armoury to grapple

: with the problems of life. The two are distinct concepts and
= ~ must be regarded as supplementary to each other. Ishould not
have discipline without loyalty or loyalty without discipline. In

e either case it ultimately debases your character. It is very
= - regrettable that there is a serious misunderstanding about this
i term 'discipline . It has come to be associated in your minds
= with a certain degree of regimentation, control, suppression of
individuality and the like. My point however is, that discipline
is-all this, when imposed by an ‘outside authority. My idea
of discipline is that the urge for it must come from within
you and it must be based on a genuine conviction on your part
that it is necessary in your interest and the interest of
the community. After all discipline, when finally analysed,

_ is merely the right code of conduct towards yourself, to-
~ wards society, and there can be no fundamental differences of
opinion between us on our basic conceptions of right and wrong.
= Where then, ‘does the necessity for outside dictation arise? You
must develop and mobilise sufficient public opinion amongst you

to take cognisance of any breaches of discipline. That is the best

where it ¢an be mobilised easily, where.it will not reduce itself
to a mere a counting of heads, and where it can be reasonably
expected that any judgment arrived at will be based upon a
_ genuine appreciation of all the circumstances and their ultimate
mplications. It should not at all be difficult to try this experi-
~ ment in this College. May [ not appeal to you to develep this

self u‘a’ef' ) wtyf Freedom w:thout discipline will become

corrective. It is a matter for regret that this public opinion is.
. absent conspicuously in schools and colleges. They are the places

"L;spmt of dxsclplme. to organise public opinion and to make your-

e
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a mockery and degenerate into license. It is only discipline that
enables you to enjoy the fruits of freedom and also enables
others in society todo thesame. It is only in a College that you
get opportunities to develop the right kind of discipline, that you
have freedom with restraint, which alone msakes freedom itself
something worth enjoying. Discipline is as necessary for
individuals as for nations. What is not possible of achievement to
disciplined individuals and nations? Who else but a disciplined
nation like the English could have consented to those serious
limitations and encroachments on private rights imposed by the
“Emergency laws” by which England became a first class
socialist democracy in 214 hours while it took about 23 years for
Russia to realise it even in part and, that toco after a good
deal of blood-shed and destruction? A npumerically small
nation like the Finns were able to hold out against the onslaught
of the ill-disciplined Russian hordes for over 2 months
through sheer force of discipline. When they were finally over-
come, it was through mere weight of numbers. A disciplined
individual can face any situation and tide over any crisis. It must
be therefore your endeavour while at College to cultivate this
important social virtue and discipline yourself to a good life.
The other factor in College life on which I desire to stressis
loyalty. It is the outward manifestation of the best and the most
subtle instincts in individuals. It is a composite of love, truth,
respect and sympathy and is the highest expression of human
character. To be loyal to yourself is my exhortation to you in
this connection. ° To thine own self be true’’ must be your
motto. If you dev=lop this spirit of loyalty to yourself, other
loyalties will follow automatically, loyalty to your parents and
guardiang, loyalty to your friends and community, loyalty to
your teachers, loyalty to the institution, and loyalty to God and
country. The foundations of these higher loyalties must be laid
only in the College, To most of us, loyalty is largely personal
and means attachment to particular individuals. WhileI do

not in the least deprecate the value of this tendency, I should

urge as far more important the development of institutional
loyalties. Please remember that among the formative forces
of your lives, life at college, plays a very important part, As
such, the College has a rightful claim to your allegiance.
You must not look at the College as a place to which you come
at stated hours and which you leave after receiving the quota of
instruction, but as one which exercises an influence in your
life perhaps even more important than your home. [t is only if
you develop this aftitude, that College Life will be interesting to




4 GOVERNMENT VICTORIA COLLEGE MAGAZINE

you and the College itself on its part will develop a tradition.
It is the paramount duty of all the students to build wup
sound traditions of honour and discipline for the institution and
to enable it to progress with a reputation of its own. Please
look at the high traditions that the universities in the west have
been able to build up, and how a student is proud to call himself.
an Oxonian, an Etonian etc., and has always the highest feelings
of loyalty, regard and affection for his institution. Though I
am prepared to admit that the position in this country in regard
to this aspect has considerably improved in recent years, we have
still to make much headway before we can claim to have even
approached the standards of the western countries in this regard.

Another important aspect I want to impress upon you is
that never should you develop a cynical attitude towards life.
There are some among college students though few who are
grumblers, who curse themselves and others around them and
who never wear a smile. I must say that such students are a
potential danger to society. The only hope for them is the
possibility of reforming themselves in the College. It is only by
rubbing shoulders with others and coming into contact with
them in various spheres of College activity that they will be able
to cast off their pessimism. There is no lack of opportunies at
College to develop your personality. You are yourself to blame
. if you do not use them to your best advantage. The College
Union, the College Athletic Club, the College Co-operative
Society are all institutions which cater to your different needs
and which [ should whole-heartedly commend to your very
liberal patronage. While on this subject, I must confess frankly
to a feeling of regret that the Co-operative Society of this College
. has not been availed of to the extent to which it ought to be,
You have yet to realise the value of co-operation and the advant-
ages of co-operative societies and I am sure once you realise them
vou will not hesitate to make the maximum use. The value of
co-operation in life cannot be too strongly emphasised. It must
be your aim to stress the co-operative side of life rather than
the competitive side. The principle of co-operation “each for
. all and all for each’’, is not only a noble ideal by itself but also
a very comforting motto for the soul, emphasising as it does, the
. well-known truth ‘ Union is Strength ”’. Co-operation stands for
the freedom of the individual. It encourages him to improve
his status by self-help and through co-operation with others. ‘Tt

~ serves to promote thrift and self-reliance in business. You are

~ not aware of the limitless possibilities of co-gperation. . An insti-
tution with an enterprising band of students can organise and run



*

~ good. Further co-oparation is not meant for the rich who will
‘not ba converted, A College co-operative society is of great

. business. It makes your lives thrifty, happy and useful. Iam

_ possible within this short space of time to narrate all the circum-

“much less has she cared to do anything at all for democratic ideals

throughout the coqfse of her history. She has never believed
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not merely stationery stores but also extend the scope of the
society in other directions. You can have for examplea co-
operative tailoring house, a co-operative laundry and- even a co-
operative lunch club. You can stock in your stores cloths of
certain standard varieties in general demand from the bulk of
the students. It is reported that co-operative organisations
have made great strides in colleges and schools in the Bombay
Presidency. Co-operative Lunch-clubs have been tried in some
public offices at Madras and are reported to be great successes.
If the principles are r:ghtly understood and the burdens of
administrative work are equally shared by all, there is no danger
that these activities will interefere in any way seriously with
your legitimate studies in the College. Whether in the matter
of clothing materials or in the matter of lunch, it may perhaps
be pointed out by you that it will be very difficult to cater to
the tastes of all the members. But the right co-operator will
sacrifice even his own particular taste for the sake of the common

educative value not only in developing a co-operative spirit but
also in helping you to practise economic and efficient methods of

certain that if your parents and guardians will realize only the
advantages of these societies they will not grudge the payment of
the small amount for the initial outlay that may be found
necessary to start societies of this kind. [t is for you to suggest
what further activities the College Society can undertake con-
sistent with your particular needs.

Before I conclude, I am sure you will all expect me to refer
to the one supreme subject that is exercising the minds of all the
people at the moment, the great war of destruction that is going
on in the west on a scale unparalleled in history. It is not

stances in detail that have led to this terrible conflict. However
it will be doing less than justice to you if I do not stress atleast
a few of the countless number of acts of commission and omis=
_sion of the Nazi Dictator that have ultimately resulted in this
conﬂagratxon. Let me even at the outset draw attention to the
fact that Germany has never taken kindly to democracy and

and traditions. The prediction of Bismarck that the future of
Germeany lay not in parliamentary institutions but in the steady
pursuit of a policy of Blood and Iron is true of Germany
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in methods of persuasion and peace. From the time of Frederick
the Great to the present day, the History of Germany has been
one of continuous aggression, violation of international law,
breaches of solemn engagements and promises and deceitful
propaganda. Hilter too has followed faithfully the traditional
policy of his country—a policy black with crimes against law,
justice, and humanity. Hegel, the Great German Philosopher,
believed that civilisation could be spread only by war and that
the triumph of civilisation demanded the total suppression of
races less capable or less advanced in culture by nations of
higher order. Progress to many Germans meant merely war
and the doctrine of force. This view was shared equally by
many German historians like Von Ranke, Von Sybel, and
Mommsen. It was under the stress and influence of such ideas
that Germany attained her national unity in 1871. For the mo-
ment of their advent to power, the Nazis bagan to direct all their
energies to the realisation of these ideas of their political philoso=
phers reinforced by their historians. Two concepts were pressed
into service—the Concept of race and the concept of ‘Lebens-
raum’ or Living space to serve as convenient pertexts for their
campaign of hate, destruction and aggression during the last few
yvears. Anti-semitism was not anything new in Germany. There
had been a considerable element of it in Germany even before
Hitler’s advent to power. On several occasions feelings against
the Jews had reached very alarming proportions and thev were
particularly conspicuous during the last three decades of the
19th century. So long as this ‘race concept’ means that the
nation should be uniled speaking the same language, with
common traditions and common ideals, so long as its aim
was to build up a strong national state, there can be no
objection to be theory as such. But it was used really as
an excuse to justify the eviction of the Jews, the seizure of all
their properties and the total elimination of all the anti Nazi _
elements in the country. Further more, the Nazi anti-semitism
offered the German people a welcome scape-goat on which the
blame for all their hard-ships since the last war of 1918 might be
thrown. All individuals and groups opposed te Nazi principles
were accused of being directly or-indirectly under. the influence
of the Jews. This anti-semitic feeling was so carefully nurtured in
the minds of the German People that the Nazis were able even-
tually to bring about a murdercus purge of all the anti-Nazi elem-

ents in the country, and the domination of the power of the Nazi

party. The blood-curdling persecutions to which the jews were
subjected in Germany under cover of nationalism had perhaps not
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be narrated. A general boycott of jewish business was ordered.
German soldiers were directed to picket the houses of Jewish
Judges, Lawyers and Jurymen to prevent them going out. Jewish
students were denied admittance even to the grounds of the
University of Berlin. German Jews were made hostages for the
good behaviour of the Jews of the world. Jewish officials who
are supposed to be of ' Non-aryan ’’ descent were retired. The
definition of a Non-Aryan was sufficiently elastic to exclude all
un-wanted people. Persons whose parents or grand parents
were Jewish were included among the non-Aryans. It is
common knowledge that this concept of race, as a theory of race
purity had been thoroughly discredited by all scientists as an
expression of a scientific fact. But scientific content was really
of no consequence for Hitler as it was intended to be used merely
for building up the one-party state and for the elimination of all
opposed to the Nazi regime. To this concept of race was added
later the idea of Lebensraum or Living space. It was for the
first time put forward at the time of the seizure of Czechoslovakia
and her destruction. Hitler has made it crystal clear that this
concept of living space means in eifect the conquest, annexation,
and subjection of any race which in the opinion of Hitler and
his company is necessary for the realization of German ideas of
European domination. It is in fact the statement of a naked and
brutal doctrine of imperialism, just the very charge Hitler him-
self chose to level against England. British Imperialism is a
thing of the past nor was it ever in any period of its history
tyrannical. British imperialism has long ago come to mean a
common wealth, an association of free and equal nations enjoying
virtual independence and at the same time reaping in full the
benefits of British association in respect of defence. But the
Hitlerian scheme is to have an association of free European states
under the hegemony of Germany. In other words he desires
nothing else but economic and political exploitation of such
European states as choose to live under Germany. What did

Germany do to promote the economic and political condition of
her colonies in Africa and elsewhere when they were under her

- control. Nazism has nothing but contempt for coloured peoples

and is based upon the deep-rooted conviction in the superiority

of the German race and in their exclusive ability to govern. What
is her ally Italy doing by Abyssinia now ? Yet at the time of the
Abyssinian war she trotted out the theory that she was engaged
in a * civilising mission ' in the conquest of the country. Con-
trast with this the treatment accorded by Britain to her colonies,
however backwar the pzoples may be., Her policy was the
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steady encouragement of the growth of representation and res-
ponsible institutions besides doing her best to promote their
material prosperity. Since this principle of ‘ living space ’ was
enunciated, Hitler and his lieutenants have affirmed repeatedly
their readiness to wage war if it was required to translate their
demands into a reality. It is not mere accident that the racial
concept gradually gave way to this new principle of Living Space
and that the emphasis came to be placed on the ‘' supposed
mission "’ of the German people and their heroic qualities for
world leadership. As Hitler has shown so clearly, the idea of
living space does not know any frontiers. It isin this background
that the outbreak of the present war has to be viewed. Nazism
is thus a dangerous creed which has no regard for human liberty
or justice or international law or the sanctity of treaties, agree-
ments and facts nor has it any religious or moral force behind it.
- 1t is common knowledge that the Hitler government was deter-
mined to do all in its power to undermine the influence of the
Catholic Church in Germany. The whole history of Germany
since Hitler’s advent to power in 1933 furnishes us with very
good examples of what Nazism means in practice. The Treaty
of Locarno concluded between the German Government of 1919
and the British Government before Hitler’s accession to power
was one which was accepted in its entirety by Hitler himself.
In his Reichstag speech of January 30th 1934 he said: ‘“‘The
German Government is prepared and determined to accept in
letter and spirit the Treaty of Locarno.”’ Again, on May 21st 1935
the same position was reaffirmed that the German Government
would fulfil all obligations arising out of the pact. Yet, with-in
a year, on March 7th 1936 one of its important clauses relating
tothe demilitarisation of the Rhine land prohibiting the stationing
of troops of the building up of fortifications on either side of the
Rhine was violated without any show of justification or reason.
Europe was startled to find the German troops re-occupying the
whole zone and setting about to build up what has since become
famous the Ziegfred line of fortifications. The next open breach
of the treaty was with reference to the Anschluss which occurred
on March 11, 1938 when Austria was annexed to Germany, des-
pite repeated declarations on the part of Germany to respect the
territorial integrity and the political status of Austria. Again
in the same speech of 1934, Hitler said. * The assertion that the
German Reich intends to violate the Austrian State is absurd
- and cannot be substantiated or proved. I must categorically

deny the further assertion of the Austiian eGovernment that an
attack will be made in the Austrian state or is being planned by




~ which he had expressed any attitude contrary to his actions.
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the Reich.,” On May 21st 1935, the same position was reiterated
** Germany neither intends nor wishes to interfere into the inter-
nal affairs of Austria or to annex her to conclude an Anschlus,’
said he. In fact on July 11th 1936 an agreement to the same
effect was concluded between the two countries and was re-affirm-
ed by the German Government on February 15th 1938. Yet on
March 11th 1938, within 2 month of his declaration, German
troops crossed into Austria and Austria was annexed. It is
obvious that it was part of a previously laid down deep plan.
It cannot be that circumstances hadin any way completely altered
the situation in three weeks so as to make Germany resort to this
drastic remedy of annexation. The events which ultimately
culminated in the absorption of the Czechland into the Reich
are too recent to need elaborate description. One fact in this in-
cident deserves prominent mention as it stands in direct contrast
to the policy of deceit followed by Hitler and that is, the since-
rity and earnestness of the then British Premier Mr. Chamber=
lain to maintain peace in Europe at any cost to avoid the inevitable
consequences of a wasteful war, and the persistence even to the
point of disgust of many of his friends in parliaments and
country—with which he worked for that ideal, Throughout
the course of the negotiations on the question of the Sudetan-
land, Hitler was repeatedly emphazising that Sudetanland was
the last territorial ambition in Europe. “ 1 assure the British
Premier ' said Hitler * that when this problem was solved
Germany had no more territorial ambitions in Europe.” It was
faith in the bonafides of Hitler's promises that led the British
and the French Premiers*to sign the famous Munich pact allowing
the incorporation of Sudetanland in the Reich. Six months later,
on March 15th 1939, however Prague was occupied by German
troops and the independence of the Czech lands was at anend.
Bohemia and Moravia were incorporated intothe German Reich.
In the face of repeated statements and solemn pledges given to res-
ponsible statesmen in the world, it seems a fraud on humanity for
Hitler to declare solemnly before the Reichstag on April 28th 1939
that he had never uttered asingle word or written asingle linein

His whole policy exhibits the basest elements in human character
that is to dope their own friendly neighbours into a sense of
security a'n_d_'tq pounce upon them while they were thoroughly
unprepared. It was now clear that Nazi policy was no other
than the unchallenged domination of Europe. Great Britian and

France could no longer look upon these developments with com-

placency. They bega'n to organise what has since been known
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as a peace front that is the Union of all the powers interested
in the maintenance of peace and resistance of aggression. It was
made distinctly clear to Hitler and his company that any further
act of aggression would be resisted at all cost by the combined
forces of all the powers interested in upholding the principles of
law and justice. Still it did not prevent Hitler from committing
the most diabolical act of the unprovoked attack on Poland on
September 1, 1939. This was in utter disregard of a non-aggres-
sion pact entered into between Pilsudski and Hitler as far back
as 1934—a pact which was then acclaimed as a diplomatic
miracle that transformed the most dangerous spot in Europe
(namely : the Corridor) into one of the safest regions. This pact
was a ten-year pledge offered to Poland by Germany to settle all
differences by diplomatic means. Hitler’s reference to Poland in
all his later speeches were of the most cordial character. On
September 26th 1938 he said: “ We are all convinced that this
pact will bring lasting pacification. We realise that the two
peoples must live together and neither of them can do away with
the other. A people of 33 millions will always strive for an
outlet to the sea.” Hitler’s righthand-man Herr. won. Ribbentrop
was so satisfied with the working cf the pact for 5 years that he
said in January 1939, “ I am so convinced that the pact alone is
the surest foundation of good relations between Germany and
Poland.” In the face of all these declarations by responsible
statesmen, in spite of Hitler’s own statement, that a German
Polish War woeuld have disastrous effects which would bear
no relations to any possible gain and with the full knowledge
that an attack on Poland would be met with armed resis-
tance from England and France, Hitler embarked on the
Polish War which has since engulfed the whole world, the
ultimate consequence of which it is impossible to forsee.
The war has now ceased to be one merely for the defence
of Poland, Rather, it has become a war for the preservation of
civilisation and all that we associate with it. It is a war for the
preservation of ideals that have been deeply embedded in the
hearts of civilized man for centuries, ideals of liberty, honour,
justice, fair play and legality, It is a war in defence of the inde-
pendence of small nations. It is a war to decide which shall ultim-
ately triumph right, justice, rule of law or brute force and racial
arrogance. The ultimate result is certain. Our religion and
history tell us that it is justice alone that will triumph ultimately.
But the struggle may be prolonged and may entail a lot of
~ suffering and sacrifice. A moment’s reflection will bring home to
_you the terrible dislocation that has been ca’u_sed to the subjugated

A
a7 g
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countries lying now .prostrate at the feet of the German
Dictator, Normal life has become totally impossible. Even in
England, schools and Universities have been closed, parts of the
country have been evacuated for military purposes. What a
contrast to.conditions prevailing here! Who will deny that
this is due to the protection of the British army, navy, and the
air force? The triumph of Nazism will spell indescribable
disaster and will result in the utter collapse of the existing politi-
cal and the economic order in the world. It is London that is
holding the key in the economic world. A blow to England will
mean the complete collapse of the economic structure built up
by her in the course of centuries. England certainly could have
avoided all this disaster had she only brought herself to compro-
mise with her conscience. Was it her fault that she respected
international obligations and did not choose to violate the neu-
trality of thesmall states and land troops in advance of Germany?
Was it her fault that she waited for the word to come from the
countries affected whereas® Hitler gave the word to them to
surrender unconditionally ? Was it Britain’s fault that she did not
go against her traditions and ideals of democracy and non-agres-
sion ? As Lord Lothian told his American friends, Britain is now
the last bastion of democracy—the highest and the noblest type
of Government that it has yet been possible for man to evolve.
If that bastion falls, there is an end to all civilisation. [t is this
fundamental fact that has to be realised. India’s freedom stands
or falls by British freedom. Let me ask you also to note that the
war has come much nearer to us thdn it was a few months ago,
with the advent of Italy into the war, with the sit-on-the-fence
policy of Russia and with the menacing attitude of Japan in the
East. As His Excellency the Governor of Madras told a Madras
audience the other day, it is not to create any fear-complex in
you but rather to make you get rid of vour complacency-complex
that I desire to draw your attention to these important develop-
ments in the world situation. I regret that there is much loose
thinking and much loose talk about the whole matter and the
serious implications of the position are not properly appreciated.
May 1 appeal to one and all of you to do all that lies in your
power to help the cause of Britain, which is the cause of freedom,
justice, law and humanity—in a word, the cause of civilisation
and to bring nearer the day of victory for her ? It must be your
duty to explain the real situation to the people to allay panic, to
make them feel confident in the ultimate triumph of Britain and
to impress upon them that the cause for which Britain is now
fighting single-haqded is ‘worth any sacrifice that we may be







way round: they think of objects as looking away from them.

King's English: 2 Idiom.

By G. E. WALKER.

EACH language has its own idiom, and idiom can perhaps
be called the soul of the language., We are in the habit of think-
ing in our own language and then translating our thoughts into
English, These facts are just as true of the Englishman in India
when he speaks a language.

Every language spoken by man has its own peculiarities of
expression, which we call idiom. Idiom has been described as
“the soul of a language”, personally, I would rather call it “the
features’’. We don't usually notice the oddities of our mother-
tongue, any more than we do these of our own faces: we are so
used to them. But when we try to learn a foreign language, or
when we hear a foréigner speaking our own language, we begin
to find how odd those features are.

This is a two-sided affair, for we have not only our own, but
other people’s peculiarities forced on to our notice. I made my
first—rather distant—acquaintance with German compound
verbs through a German lady, who, even after living many years
in England, never spoke of **Going up the hill”?, but always of
*Going the hill up” (This same lady on one occasion delighted
her English-speaking children by warning them against strange
dogs, in the words: ‘‘Never let your face a dog lick ).

Now, differences in idiom may be real differences in outlook,
or they may be only peculiarities in the form of a language.
Differences in thought or outlook are not so difficult to cope
with, once you’ve got to know them. For example, in most
languages, inanimate objects are referred to as if they locked to-
wards the speaker: we don't realise this, butit’s true. We say
to a child, “Go and hide behind the tree’": a tree hasn’t really
got a back or a front, but the child goes round to the far side of
‘it. Or we say, “Put the chair in front of the table”, and the‘f

chmr is put on the nearer side.

_ But the Chinyanja-speaking people of Africa thmk the othet >

And if you want the child to go round to the far side of the tree,

you say, ' Go and hide in front of it ”; and if you want the chair

to be put—as we think of it—in front of the table, you must say,
* A Radio Talk broadcast on 26th Aug. 1910,
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‘“Put it behind . These things are confusing, but they’re not
impossible to learn.

The same thing happens with negafive questions. An
American went into a Polish fruit-store in New York: * What,
have you no bananas ?”—** Yes, we have no bananas®; and a song

was born. But only Englishmen and Americans thought it was
funny, because practically every other language*in the world
answers negative questions the opposite way to English. They
are fruitful source of mxsunderstandmg between my wife and my
butler.

But that kind of thing can be quite easily learnt. Peculiarities
of form are much more difficult, because idiom is often contrary
to logic and to commonsense. Think of the three forms of, the
present indicative in English; He goes, he is going, and he does
go: they all mean the same thing, arfd yet to use them properly
is one of the hall-marks of correct English. I've never been able
to work out any rules about it; it just happens to be right to
say, " He goes to Georgetown every day ”, and wrong to say * He
is going to Georgetown every day”; but right to say, * He is
going to Georgetown now”. Goodness knows why; it’s a crazy
language! Nearly as bad, is the way we say, “I am going on leave
in three years’ time "

We “ differ from®, but * dxsagree w1th . we ‘Like’ some-
body, but “ approve of ’ him: we ‘' want’’ something, but * wish
for” it; we have a preposterous word ™ put ', which has about
thirty different meanings, and an even more preposterous word
“oat”, which must have nearer three hundred. Small wonder that
** Frenchmen and Dutchmen and Spaniards and such men ” think
the English a mad people !

Now, with this as a background, it ismot difficult to see why
*Indian ” Eunglish is not the same as " English” English, First
of all, most Indians don’t speak it as their mother-tongue. So
they * translate ” in their minds from their mother-tongue into
English; and the literal translation that. they produce is never
idiomatic. The same thing happens when Englishmen speak an
Indian Language—or, indeed, any language other than our own
English ; and I've no doubt we make pretty good fools of our-
selves. I remember being heartily laughed at when I first went

- to France and tried to speak French.

Even these lucky people who speak two or more languages

means peculiar to India. The Frenchman from Alsace is bilin-
guaI.iiisz”:gnch and. German; and in Frengh, the words go it

= ‘eqally well often mix up the idioms; this, of colrse, is by no

-
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much the same order as they do in English; one would say. for
example: ““ As [ came home yesterday evening, I met a girl who
* had lost her purse’. Butin German the order of the words
would be: ** As I yesterday evening to home came, met I a girl
who her purse lost had . Small wonder that the poor fellow
from Alsace sometimes uses these tangled German forms even
when he speaks in French !

The only really strange case in India is that of the Indian or
more often, perhaps, the Anglo-Indian—who speaks English as
his only language, and who still uses it differently from: an Eng-
lishman. In his case, I suppose he just imitates what he hears
around him, and puts in the wrong bits along with the right.

Well, now, is it a bad thing that there should be this separate
Indian idiom—a sort of Indo-Anglian language? I don't think it
is in the least bad. North America, South Africa, Australia, and
the rest, have developed their own particular idioms, and have
enriched the common language in doing so. There can be no
reason at all why India shouldn’t do the same. To take only one
example: there is an irrevocablz finality about the common
Indian expression ‘‘ to dispose it off '’, which is quite lacking from
the correct Enalish version *“ to dispose of it 7. And while I'd
hardly use * dispose it off*” in a formal docum»nt today, there’s
no reason why it shouldn’'t graduate into standard English, just
as many delightful American expressions (and perhaps one or two
not-sn-delightful ones) have done.

Well, in that case, you may say, why need we worry about
idiomatic English at all ? There are quite a lot of reasons. The
strongest is (or should be) that if a thing is worth doing, it’s
worth doing well, But as they may sound only an idealistic
. reason in a workaday world, let’s have a look at some of the
others.

WNot to speak a language idiomatically is to court embarrass-
ment not only for yourself, but for others; how often must an
English man have committed some frightful solecism by usingin
~ polite society some Tamil or Hindustani word that he picked up
on safari or in the godowns! ' :

Ignorance may cause us to say something quite irresistibly
~ funny on an occasion when we are anxious to be solemn and
impressive, as when a gentleman wrote to me a week ago offering
his services for propaganda work and saying, *'I am 23 years old,
and willing to propagate anywhere”.
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There’s a story of a 19th century Viceroy who was speaking
through an interpreter to a Maharajah: he said, I like Indian
music, especially when it is in a minor key'. As translated by
the interpreter, this remark unfortunately became: " His
Excellency likes Indian music best when it’s under lock and key”’,
So to avoid misunderstanding, and to avoid making oneself unin-
tentionally funny on solemn occasions,—though still, and most of
all, to have the inner satisfaction of doing a job well, it’s worth
spending time on learning the true idiom of a language., This
can be done by reading and by listening: and when you come
across an expression which seems odd or ungrammatical or
which is contrary to the usage of your mother-tongue, ask about
it. Nobody minds answering questions about his own language;
and while it isn’t everybody who can give reasons for an idiom
at least everybody knows what the true idiom of his own mother-
tongue is, and can satisfy doubts about it.

Now let us just mention one or two instances where *‘ Indian’
English regularly differs from * English ” English. First of all,
the difference between ‘want” and “wish”. You will often find, in
Indian speeches and articles such an expression as *‘I want that
the Government should realise ”, or ** I want that the public
should support me”. This is quite contrary to good English
usage; it should be: “1 want the Government to reslise”,
** I want the public to support me”. You may say, *' I wish that
he would go'’; but if you use *want’’, it must be *‘I want him to go’,

Here is another expression that I have often heard ; I found -
this example in a newspaper recently. The Principal of a certain
College, who is an Englishman, is reported as saying that ** he did
not know what all gatherings he would have to address during
the next week . Now whatever the learned Principal said, he
never said, ** what all gatherings ", because no Englishman ever
did. I believe *“ what all " is a literal translation of a Tamil
phrase ; but you can safely say that it isn’t an English one. Un-
fortunately there is an apparent exception, in a sentence such as,
* I don’t know what all this is about ”, but there the words which
are linked together are not “what all”’ but *“‘all this.”

Then there is a strange use of the word hundred, which I
think is peculiar to India ; it comes in such phrases as * More
than hundred of the crew were saved ;' The R. A. F. destroyed
hundred enemy planes ” and so on. I collected seven examples
‘of this from one newspaper in three days, and then gave it up.

s jt'_s a strange thing about that word hundred ; in English it
~ never stands alone. [t always has “'a”, or “one’, or “two” or some
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other number, in front of it. As far as my limited knowledge of
languages goes, English is the only one that has this peculiarity.
But the fact remains that English says, *“a hundred talks”, or
‘“one hundred planes’’; never just “hundred” by itself. The same
rule applies to “a thousand ” and ** a million’. The only con-
fusion comes when we use the figures instead of the words. For
the figures 100 represent the words ** a, or one, hundred ”, and
there’s no need to put another “a " in front of them.

Then there’s the expression “Isn’t it”; ** You are going to the
cricket match tomorrow, isn’tit ’? Alas! English, almost alone
amongst languages, doesn’t use this convenient little question
mark. Languages so different in origin as French, German,
Tamil, and Swahili all have such an expression; but in English
we have to repezat, in the question, the same verb as we used in
the main sentence, and no other. So we must say, " You are
going to the cricket match, aren’t you?”; ' You will come to-
morrow, won't you ?': * You do like curry, don’t you?'; * You
can go, can’t you ?’: and soon and on. “‘Isn't it” can only be
right after a sentence with ‘is’ for its verb. ‘' It is pretty, isn’t
it ? " is right ; but with any other verb “isn't it”’ would be wrong.

This is a pity, because the English way is mpuch harder than
the other, but there it is I'm afraid.

Lastly, another old favourite: “Why not we”. This is a
tricky thing. You may say in English, ** Why not stop here ?”,
or “ Why shouldn’t we stop here?"”; but you mustn’t mix them
up and say, * Why not we stop here ?”’ When you're discussing
plans for Sunday, you may say *° Why not play tennis ?”, or
** Why shouldn’t we play tennis ?”’; but never *“ Why not we play
tennis?”’ And the same with every other verb you can tkink of;
‘* Why not we " is never good English : which is a pity again,
because there’'s no reason, grammatically speaking, why it
shouldn’t be.

These are by no means all the rocks of English idiom that

my Indian friends find to stumble over ; but they must serve for

the present.

Perhaps listeners in schools or colleges would like to sendin

their cases of difficulty or dispute to- All India Rad_io, Madras ;
and if they are sufficient in number and diverse in interest, per-
haps they may give rise to another talk.

e




A trip to Madura.

By P, NARAYANASWAMY Class I[ Group, .

HAVING enjoyed the beauties of the Palni hills, we left
for Madura, the city of ancient architecture. We got into the
waiting train. What with the pleasantness of the summer morn-
ing and our interesting discussion about fading beauties and
dawning structures, we did not notice the passage of time, and
there arose suddenly in front of us the lofty *“ Gopurams "’ of the
Madura temple.

With expectancy in our hearts we got down at Madura, but
it being a very hot day we were forced to stick to our lodgings
against our wish, until the evening sun allowed us to come out
and have a happy stroll round the town. Hardly could we find
anything that did not attract our attention. We proceeded
straight to the famous palace of ‘' Thirumal Nayak’,

This is a very huge palace, exploiting to the full, the ancient
Hindu style of architecture and painting. It isin an excellent
state of preservation, and at present it is used as the Judicial
buildings of the Government. It is a high structure commanding
a good aerial view of the town and the temple ‘ Gopurams’. The
artistic works contained in it show clearly that great skill must
have been used. We cannot imagine the possibility of raising a si-
milar strong building in these days with so many paintings, draw-
ings and carvings. The Durbar Hall of ‘ Thirumal Nayak’ gives a
fine appearance to the whole building, with its huge domes and
paintings. There are ten huge pillars on one side of the palace,

_to which the elephants of the palace were tied. After a complete
- survey of the palace we proceeded to the next beauty spot in
Madura, the ‘' Theppakulam’, where we could plunge into
romantic meditations.

This * Theppakulam ’is situated a littls distance away from
the town. What a calm atmosphere ! What beautiful scenery !
What picturesque surroundings | Really words can hardly des-

“¢cribe these. The ‘ Theppakulam ’is a large tank, one furlong

square. On all the four sides a parapet wall is constructed and

.:i outside this parapet runs a wide and neat road. Just at the
~ centre of the tank issituated a ‘‘ Marble Mantapam " bounded

on all sides by beautiful trees. This whole central plot stands on

: ‘an area of about a quarter of an acre and it is surrounded by the
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clear, crystal water of ‘ Theppakulam . The “Marble Manta-
pam " contains beautiful sculpture.  On all the four sides
of the tank are constructed neat and broad steps. Usually
the * Theppakulam ’is full of water. Boats are available in the
tank for going to the * Marble Mantapam . Jn the evening the
bright moon-licht is reflected on the crystal waters of the
‘ Theppakulam ’, which imparts a golden colour to the * Marble
Mantapam ’, we were glued to the spot for a long time and we
would have remained so but there was so much more still to be
seen in Madura. So next we went to the famous * Meenakshi
Temple ”, where the ancient Indian sculptors have displayed
the peak of their genius and talent.

This is a huge temple, situated at the heart of the town and
surrounded by a strong and high wall. There are four
** Gopurams”’ over the four entrances to the temple, the main one
being the ‘Eastern Gopuram.’ Within the temple, on either side of
this Gopuram are constructed a row of buildings wherein there
are a number of shops. The flower market is the most beautiful
of these, Varieties of flowers are sold there and it is said that
flowers worth ahout a thousand rupees are sold there every
day, these flowers being-used mostly by the pilgrims for worship
in the temple. It is very difficult to have a completé'survéy
of the temple without any guidance. In fact we found many
people in the temple carrying on this profession of guiding
visitors inside it, The whole temple is built of granite.
The * Gopurams ’ which are about sixty feet high are also built
of granite with innumerable carvings on them. Similarly the
pillars of the temple contain the engravings of numerous Hindu
Gods and Goddesses. Within the temple precincts there is a
holy tank, the  Porramarai”, where everyone should wash his or
her feet before entering the shrine for the  Darshan.” The
idol of ‘ Meenakshivamman ” is very beautifully decorated with
flowers and costly jewels. This temple is considered to be the
richest in Southern India and also as the most beautiful one on
account of its sculpture. There are a number of ** Mantapams "
inside this temple. e
~ The chief and the most majestic of allis the ** Thousand
Pillared Mantapam ”. This one covers an area of about half an
acre and contains exactly a thousand pillars which support a
granite ceiling. Every pillar has got its own sculpture and
carvings, In fact we could seldom find any part of the temple—
without some new architectural designs or carvings displayed
in it. =




When we' were leaving Madura, our hearts were left
behind—still seeking communion with the unforgettable beauty
dgranduur of the Thlrumal ’\Iayaks Palace, the * Teppa- :




Some Simple Psychological Truths
which I learned and a

Woman's heart.
1

13
AMI then to leave you for ever?” She asked, tears
welling up in her innocent eyes. ‘‘'Shall I never be able to see

‘you again? Oh, I cannot even think of it. Love me, love me
more.”’

“Please don't cry, dear’’ said I consoling her. * After all it
is not going to be a permanent separation. Haven’t I told you
that same day [ shall come and see you, even though it would be
merely to see you? For, marry, we cannot; that is certain. But
that does n’t matter. To see you so happy as the wife of &

She looked up. I saw the pangs of agony plainly in her dark
eyes. I dared not speak further.

* Marry, we cannot, certain—Sure?” She asked.

“Yes” I said calmly.

M Why?” :

“Why!” I echoed, looking to the ground; * Did you not
promise me that you would not ask me that question again?
After my having told you so much........."”"

“ (0, I am sorry ” she apologized.
A pause.

“But would you love me still, even though I should not
become yours 2" She asked me hopefully.

“Yes,” said I *“and with all my heart.”

“ But you say that I should not love you in the same manner
in which I do now?” Here her voice faltered.

“¥Yes, I told you so " I said deliberately.

“Then, in what manner do you want me to love you?”’ She
asked tenderly.

** As a sister does a brother ",
Again a pause. But this time a little longer.

~ Ibowed to her in respect. Two large drops of tears traced :
their way down my cheeks.

II.
Years rolled on. : : =
The beautiful landscape was being fast enveloped in the
thickening darkness. The breeze that had been blowing as
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though it were teaching the plants of the field to dance, had
ceased to blow. The birds that had been singing all day long, as
though teaching the innocent children of the country side how to
sing, were fast asleep in their warm nests. No human being
was seen to stir outside. Alone I walked, my footsteps making a
noise that seemed unnatural in the heavy silence that prevailed
over the place. [ stopped. It was the same place when we used
to meet daily, There was the same big banyan tree which used
to cover us in the folds of its loving shadow from the vulgar
gaze of others. But what a gloom it cast over the place now!
And I hated it. The *Queen of the Night " which sent forth its
luxuriant fragrance—O, where is it? Withered ® Yes, it has
become withered. But the thistle that so often clutched our
garments with its tentacular thorns, and pricked our bodies when
we walked by its side, hand in hand, forgetting all the world—it
was there, still flourishing. * Why should this ugly thistle live on
when the Queen of the Night is no more, ” thought I, * or Why
did not that * Queen of the Night ' survive instead of this thorny
thistle?”” But it was not to be so. I looked round me again,
and saw that the ground on which I stood, had, by long neglect
and complete absence of human presence, become rough and un-
even. Sharp stones pricked my feet. The old footpath, which
had been made by our footsteps alone, had disappeared beyond
recognition.

I would not have allowed all these things to happen if I had
been there. But unfortunately I was not there for a long time
and had returned only yesterday. For a few minutes more, I
stood there, my gaze trying to penetrate into the darkness.
Suddenly I felt a desire to go and see her—her whom [ loved.
The next day I started. I went to the place when she lived. But
alas! She had forgotten me.

It

Well, gentle reader, you might be wondering, why I am thus
indulging in this idle talk instead of giving you the psychological
truths, I promised to give you, and a woman’s heart to boot. But.
I have already given them to you: and if you are not able to
interpret them properly, will you blame me for it? Verily did
Jesus say, “ Eyes have they, but they see not ; they have ears,

but they hear not.”

Gentle reader, I shall explain. You might remember, in the

- incident I told you, that when I returned home from my long ab-

s 3as:§alnc_e."and went to the place where we used to meet, I did not

entertain the same feeling of love towards that big banyan tree.




~ But as soon as you neglect it, it becomes rough, uneven
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You might think that my love of nature had suddenly disappear-
ed. Nothing of that sort. For, I never had been a lover of nature.
I did not love the big banyan tree because, it had ceased to
be of any use to me. Pleasedon’t find fault with me for this. You
are guilty of the same fault, if fault it be. You used tolove your
father very much when you were very young. Butnow I am
sure you don’t love him with the same intensity of love as you
did when you were completely dependent on him. Don't you
see that our love towards a person or thing depends almost en-
tirely upon the pleasure or use that person or thing gives to us?
So the truth is, we love a2 person or a thing only because that
person or thing gives us pleasure, and do not love that person or
thing as soon as it ceases to do so. Are we not really more selfish
than we imagined ourselves to be.

Now to the second truth. Please remember, gentle reader,
how the * Queen of the Night ”’ withered away in the absence
and care we used to bestow upon it when we met there daily.
So it is with every good talent of yours, with every virtue. If
you want to develop any good quality in you, if you want to keep
it thriving amidst your other * evil tendencies ", an extraordinary
amount of care and attention is necessary. For, you must ,
understand that human mind, is by nature, like a vast ‘‘ unweed- =
ed garden ” whose s0il is better suited for the growth of what the
society calls “ Vices ” than for the growth of what it calls
* Virtues ", Besides, the human mind has a tendency to yield to
temptation rather than to resistit. So what I want is this; If
you want to develop a good quality, you need constant practice,
incessant care and continuous attention. But I also advice you,
here I am sure that my gentle reader will differ from me, not to
destroy the qualities which the society condemns as evil. For,
1 shall try to show sometime, that they are not evil at all.

You might remember how the place, when we used to meet
became rough and uneven with sharp stones, unfit for the **Queen
of the Night "' to grow. The old foot-path had completely dis=
appeared. It isso with our mind too. As long as we use it
properly, exercise it constantly, it will remain healthy and sound.

~ barren, filled with all sorts of useless thoughts, and quite unfit

~ for subtle purposes. No, never neglect your mind lest the foot-
path you have already made should disappear and you should
have to hegin again.

You might be wondermg why I don t speak anything about
the girl I loved, well [ am coming to her. You might blame her =



 for having forgotten me whom she loved. But don’t be hasty in
- your judgment lest you yourself should be judged. For, |1 can
- accuse you of the same fault. Now answer me this question, dear
reader. How often have you regretted not being able to re-
member the poems you studied by heart when you were in your
school ? Or again, how often have you felt embarrassed by the
fact that you could not recall the name of a person whom you
had met before 2 Many a time, I am sure. The fact is that every
thought we think, every word we hear, every image we see,
leaves an impression on our brain substance and according to the
degree of intensity with which the mind is impressed, we are
able to remember them or not remember them. But even if the
- mind is once sufficiently impressed to enable us to remember that

- thing for a considerable period, it does not guarantee that we
shall be able to remember that fact for ever. For,in the course of
; numerable things are leaving their impression on
daily, and the old impressions however deep they
recede to the back-ground. And our mind is better
n'b}e to remember the new impressions rather than the old ones.

And now to the woman’s heart. A psychologist whom I
consulted to get over the sorrow caused by my disappointment
in love, told me, that he believed sincerely that it was impossible
—fot' a woman to forget her first lover. And yet she did forget

I felt myself quite helpless, with all my psychological know-
eﬂge, before the impenetrable and intricate maze of a woman’s




War and the Creed of Contlict

By T. A. RADHAKRISHNAN, 1V B. Sc.,,

STRIFE is so basic in the evolution of Man, and the

philosophy of strife so profound and intricate that one has to
approach the subject with considerable caution. A satis-
factory explanation of the origin, course and ends of strife,
and its effect on human progress, that is, a clear exposition
of the philosophy of strife, which would inevitably include fixing
the place aud position of conflict in civilisation, is verily a
formidable task. Opinions on these points stimulate us to study
the problem closely. As we usually identify conflict with war
our first concern should be to discuss the latter.

War has assumed gigantic proportions in this century.

The tendency to consider peace as the normal state of humanity

and war as but a lapse from it is widespread. But the reverse is

“more in accordance with fact, Of the 3,500 years of which we

have reliable history, it has been calculated that fully 3,150 years
were taken up with war!

What is war? What do we know about it? I am afraid we
do not know much though we feel its effects largely. Lagorgette,
years before the last European war, framed as many as 150
definitions for it. What would he say now? However, most men
agree that war is a result, and not a cause of racial rivalry. It
remains equally indisputable that it has been the favourite past-
time, nay the ridiculous occupation of Man for thousands of
years. Prima facie, Prof A. M. Low’s statement that “war is
negation of the whole idea of legislation” does not seem to be
borne out by experience. But, on deeper consideration, one
wonders whether it is not a sensible diagnosis. At last, I hope,
we mean by war, a calculated attack and an answering defence by
two opposed factions of the same species.

I believe that tracing the origin and growth of war will help
to elucidate the position and give us a wider and clearer Derspec—
tive. °There has ever been war and there ever will be war’.
This slogan is unfamiliar to few, and it has been persistent
throughout the ages. If so where and how does it acquire its
amaranthine quality ? Dr. F. A.- Woods while acknowledging on
the one hand the visible increase of wars in our age, insists, on
the other, that thes:‘existed at the beginning and that they are
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waoven into the merry fabric of society. How far are these state-
m-nts about ‘the universal belligerancy of primitive mankind’
authentic? As far back as in 1895, Letournean reasoned that
man-—a creature so helpless by himself, and with the most pro-
longed period of infancy —could not well have been an apostle of
war. But, Letournean was nought in the horizon of independent
thought and his opinions carried no weight. Apart from this,
geological evidence provides unassailable proof that the Challean
man, who first endeavoured to produce permanent tools, lived
somewhere between 50 and 100 thousand vears ago. To say that,
as wars have been the order in the short span of known history,
they should also have been current in the early ages is hardly
convincing. True, thinkers of a dogmatic turn, who prefer to
drown with their delusions ratber than be afloat, have easily—
much too easily—bridged the gulf by saying ‘ Fighting exists

among animals today ; so does it among men: therefore, there
has been fighting all the time.” How ingenious! This bridge is
a mirage, the argument itself an idol of the cave.

In the opinion of Deniker, war, in its adolescence was a kind
of man-hunt carried out with no weapons other than those used
in bunting. But, we have it on the authority of Mr. Havelock
Ellis that ‘ the primitive man hunt is not necessarily war, but
usually a judicial process, the origin of our law courts.’

Others believe wars to have originated from the early tribal
disputes. Unfortunately for them, this conjecture also lies far
from truth deduced from observation. Tribal wars for conquest
are unkaown. They are at best carefully regulated punishment
or revenge. Mr. G. C. Wheeler's study of the Australian tribes
would bring home to the reader the validity of the inference.

The archaeologist furnishes fresher data. It is not until we
emerge from the Palaeolithic to the Neolithic Age that we begin
to discern dimly a trace of and taste for fighting. Though it
would be too absolute to declare that Paleoneolithic man knew
no wars, we may join Mr. Havelock Ellis in saying that the dawn
of civilisation sounded the gong for the commencement of the
art of killing. Neolithic man was primarily an agriculturist—
not a nomadic hunter—and therein lay the seed of friction.
Yet, the war mania did not gather momentum till the discovery
of metals and the means of smelting ores. Then arose iron
and gold as the mainstay of war. Ovid substantiates this view
when, in the prologue to his * Metamorphosis’, he says ** The

~ Bronze and still more the Iron Age has involved an ever-increas-
~ ing violence in human relations.” Since then the impressiveness
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of war has steadily increased until it has now become the most
forbidding chapter of history.

Why should there be wars at all? Astute men who have
studied the problem attribute the cause to a certain charact-
eristic of the human society, namely, that of combining density
of population with the ownership of property. The ruthless
movement of commercial expansion and the recklessly rising
birth rate in the 19th century and after have given a direct
impetus to war. Wars as a result of these may be viewed as
imposed by necessity. But in the mediaeval period the covetous-
ness of rulers was sufficient to cause war., The present day sees
war in a yet more degenerated and barbaric condition. Wars
may now be due to the scheming of armament Kings or a thousand
other causes. Whatever it might be, [ am at one with Prof A.
M. Low when he says—‘nltimately they are due to the fact that
Man is still a jealous, competitive and combative animal.’

But dces war pay? War to a rational being can never
appear to be profitable because, among all the wide fields in
which it has been known to operate, none do we recognise in
which it provided any lasting solutions, ‘Wars toend war " have
always been a myth. Somebody commented during the last war
how the mixture of European races bound together in a family
group the people who looked upon each other as inveterate foes.
Observers cannot fail to realise the absurdity of war under such
conditions; nor can they help remarking how much it approzi-
mates to tragedy.

Whatever the motive, whatever the method, there is always
an element of failure at the end of a war. At the end of every war,
for reasons no doubt, of that inexplicable thing called high or
international finance, it becomes essential that one’s enemy
should not be completely ruined lest the balance of paper money
become irredeemable. In these days, when money and goods are
fairly immeasurable war cannot be useful. Even wars prosecuted

with the loftiest of aims are not productive of ultimate or abiding

good. The civil war of America, fought for the abolition of
slavery, managed in the end to substitute new forms of slavery—

those in the economic and the social spheres. The one hope
that remains is that thev are lesser evils. But are they? I

wonder. Generally, only the ashes of ruin are left to prosperity.

Moreover, victory annihilates the spiritual creativeness of
the victor. At this juncture we should remember that absolute
or unqualified victory is impractical. Mr. Hilare Belloc opines
that defeat, whiche.\fer side may suffer it, will produce spiritual
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fruits of the most rigorous kind. °‘ Thus, for usthe worship of
the fetish of abstract victory is over. The futility of wars be-
comes more and more emphasized every day. War and its pro-
duce being so unsavoury, why does it abide as a deciding factor
with us ?

Let us consider the popular opinions current about war and
mark out its place and position in civilisation. From Spencer on-
wards all the authors of note believed in the warring tendency
of primordial man. Why, even Darwin’s Theory of natural
selection was interpreted to mean the same doctrine. Devout
Christians like De Maistre and philosophers of the brand of
Hegel all have, while avowing the evil of War, been enthusiastic
about its glories.

Among the common run of mankind love is the cbverse of
hatred. We cannot hope to possess one without the other.
Viewed thus, war is the outburst of violated love and sympathy.
As such its position in civilisation is assured because it is wound
up with passions and can only be treated accordingly.

Philosophically we can estimate the position of war in civili-
sation as follows. It began late in the evolution of mankind, to
be more exact, towards the birth of civilisation. It began by
way of regulated attempts to get justice. It owes its expansion to
two great forces—the propelling force of increasing population
and the attracting force of gain. Pessimists are not entirely at
fault when they sum up that ‘ war is so young in the world, its
fascination so strong, and man so impervious to reason that we
know no immediate escape from war’.

Now we come to the most important part of our survey.
There is prevalent a popular delusion that war and conflict are
identical. This isnot so. War is coarse and violent ; conflict is,
suigeneris, and supremely sublime. The great principles of
conflict stand on a wider basis and are built into the core of
our world. It is with the notions of effort and resistance that
we frame our idea of the universe. Harmonious rivalry, that is,
competition is the life blood of progress. ‘‘ The world is cement-
ed with blood and sweat; without struggle and conflict there
would be only stagnation.

The militarist identifies war with every aspiring struggle.
He would have come to his senses if only the pacifist had not
butted in untimely. The pacifist with his conceptions of an
Utopia of mild uniformity defied the laws of nature and played
into the hands of his antagonist, who masquerading under the
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The Ghost.

By C. KRISHNAN, Class I Group II

IT was a July night. The Express dropped me at about one
in the morning at a way-side station. The moon was shining,
though dimly. I was the only passenger who got down from the
train and it being a small station I had to wait for the train to
leave, before I could surrender my ticket, for in such small
stations, the station-master, the booking clerk and the the ticket-
collector are all rolled into one. So I waited till the train
steamed out. The station-master came near and received my
ticket. :
: Casually he began to enquire about me, though we were per-
~ fect strangers to each other. He asked me wbere I was going. I
~ was then on my way to my village four miles from the station.
-~ Itold him so.
“Naturally you will proceed only in the morning ” he
observed.

**No, I am going now, " I replied.

** Then you will have to walk the distance all alone. There
is no bandy here,” he said. :

: *“ Of course, I have to walk alone. But it is a moon-lit night.
So, I hope to go without any difficulty. Oh, it is nothing,” I
said indifferently. : ,

* That’s all true, sir. But you may stay with me for the
rest of the night and proceed in the morning. That will surely

- be better. And, I assure you, I shall not at all be inconvenienced

by your presence.” -

** Thank you. I have had a delightful sleep in the train and
I do not feel inclined to sleep. Since the nightis not dark, [
propose to walk home even now.”

** Whatever that may be, [ will not advise you to go now.
They say the way is infested with ghosts. Only two days back
we had an accident. Somebody encountered a ghost." '

** What is that story ?”° I asked him somewhat curiously.

* A pedestrian was knocked down about a mile from here.
He came running, about three in the morning, and on asking
~ him what the matter was he told me that a ghost had knoecked
‘him down.” S
What did he say the ghost was like?” Ienquired of the
station-master, | A =
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“ He could not see anything. He heard a jingling noise and
after a while the ghost hit him on the head and he fell down.
The next moment he got up and ran here. That was what he
told us. The poor fellow’s limbs were trembling all the while he
was talking to me ; he was just a bundle of shivers.”

* He should have been a coward. I am sure there was no
ghost ; It was all due to his weak mind. I am not afraid.
Sir, these stories will not thwart me; and I am going,’* I persisted.

Evidently the words ‘stories’ had offended him. His face
would have indicated that, but there was not sufficient light for
me to see all the change in his face. But his tones and words
denoted, without a shadow of doubt, that feeling in him.

**You are a civilized gentleman, Sir, and will not believe our
stories,” he said. * Young man, you have much to learn about
the world. Very well, you may go.” Having said this, he went
into his room and I was left on the platform.

Should I apologise tohim ? 1 thought for a moment and
decided that I had no need to. Sol began to walk along ; I came
out of the station and with my leather casein my hand began
the [‘a’st stage of my journey to my village. ==

The night was very calm and the air was quite still. There
was absolutely no noise. The road was rather dark because of
the trees.

All alone I walked my way. Thus I had done nearly a mile.
It was rather sultry. I placed my suit-case down and taking my
hand-kerchief from my coat pocket wiped my face and then,
taking my leather case, I continued my journey.

I had only gone a few yards when [ fancied I heard a sort of
jingling noise behind me. I turned back and found nothing. So
I dismissed it as mere illusion and proceeded. But I was con-
vinced after a minute that there was a noise and that was no

illusion ; I did hear the noise. Again I looked back and as far as =

I could see there was nobody.

I looked up at the trees and there was nothing there too. : I
resumed my walk. Sais :

~ Still the noise followed me, close at my heels. What wasf_'iti? =

- Could it after all be a ghost? For my part, I had never believed
_in them till then. But that night my mind began to give way
slowly. I had heard of ghosts; people had told me that ghosts.
could not be seen and their presence could be detected only by a
sort of metallic noise. Usually the ghosts were said to be evil
doers. 5

Ll
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I began to think of the noise. Could it be a ghost? I was
sure I heard a noise ; even while I was thinking 1 heard the noise.
It might after all be a ghost. But I was not afraid. I thought of
playing a trick on the ghost, With that intention in my mind I
walked fast and strangely enough the ghost also began to speed
up. The noise was always very close behind me. Suddenly I
turned. The ghost had stopped. For, there was no jingling
noise heard.. Then I began to feel that [ was no equal to these
ghosts. Any way the ghost I met, appeared to be very agile, and
I felt sure he was not to be trifled with,

- Then, why was he following me? Could it be with an evil
intention ? As these questions b2gan to rise in my mind one by
one my courage began to fail me. [ear slowly crept into my
mind. I was there all alone and what good could I be doing
myself by being afraid? ‘‘I should be courageous,” I told
‘myself. But somehow the creeping fear seemed to get the better
of me.

- In my boyhood I had heard my old grand -mother speak of
the significance of the ‘ Gayatri mantram . She used to say that
the chanting of the mantram would protect one from ghosts and
evil-spirits, At this moment the words of the old lady came to
my mind and I began to chant the mantram loudly. But of what
use ? Even then, I heard the ghost close at my heels. The noise
that I was making lessened my fear, and that was all the effect of
the Gayatri,

I had proceeded in this manner two furlongs after the ghost
had begun to follow me. I was just nearing a tank by the side of
the road. And as I approached it, I began to feel a choking sen-
-sation in my throat, My fear increased; was this the work of
the ghost? Woas this his design to get me into the tank? I had
heard people say that some ghosts took a particular fancy in
drowning persons in wells and tanks. Could it be that my
_ghost was one of that category?

I was in a dilemma. One question was whether I should
not drink some water to relieve myself of the choking sensation.
The other was whether it would not be advisable for me to avoid
the tank altogether. Really, it was a knotty problem.

I made a bold resolve. I decided to get down the steps of the
‘ tank and drink some water. So I placed my suit-case down.
. The tank had such a gigantic banyan tree near it that ther
s whole tank was its shadow. As I got down, I saw a shadow moving
- in the tank. For a moment I was afraid. But the next mstant
=F rﬁn@m&d my courage and got down. =

~




= 'bunch of keys. e

: I got to the last step nnd there mechamcally furned back to
seeif there was anything visible behind, for all the while the
noise was following me. - I saw nothing. I sat down on the last
step and took a handful of water and raised it to my lips. I :
should have drunk it but for the fact, that at that moment some-
thing touched my head. I was terrified and I screamed. Before
I knew what I was doing, I had got up and begun to come out

~and hurry away. I checked myself and looked around me

~as I realised the fact. It was only a leaf that had fallen down
- from the tree. This made me some what bold again. Igot
~ down and drank some water and went up the tank. Still the
~ noise followed me.

1 wanted to wipe the water from my face. I put my hand
into the coat-pocket for my hand kerchief; but it was not there.
Had the ghost taken it ? If he had, what possible use could he
find for it? Oh! no, he would not have taken it. It should be
in my pocket. And I dived my hand deep into the pocket. I
could find no kerchief ; there was only my bunch of keys.

Suddenly I jumped up, 1 had solved the whole mystery con-
cerning the ghost. I had dropped my kerchief on the road,
I took it last, and the moment I dropped it the glms' ad
to follow me. All the whlle he had been in my poc!




Women—A discourse.

By K. V. A,

IT is indeed a grim irony of fate that woman-kind isstill
belittled by mankind, that woman is not given her inherent right
of citizenship and she is not allowed to share the privileges of
man. She is treated as something below or at least not on the
same level as the other sex. Her position is that of an insect
trampled upon, but yet not thoroughly defeated.

Yes, she has life. She has to rise up. She has to show to
the world at large that she is not like a little fluttering butterfly,
flying hither and thither and at the mercy of wanton hoys. She

~ has to reveal her innate forces of ‘love, control and rule’. She
~ is not a mere ‘do—what—others—bid > but has to rule and be
queenly. :

But yet it is a consoling fact indeed that at the present day
women are trying to rise up from the sloth and slumber to which
they were subjected and are beginning to realize their immense
power to rule the world.

In India, the position of women has very much deteriorated
since the vedic times. Then she was regarded as an equal to
man. She was given the same education, the same protection and
~ the same rights as man. Woman in India was first and last a
- mother. *“The ideal woman, in India. is the mother firstand
- the mother last. The word woman calls up to the mind of the
~ Hindu, motherhood.” (Vivekananda). The equality of position
~ in the household held by man and woman is well illustrated in
~ that both husband and wife participate in all religious cere-
~ monies. The women of vedic times also vied with man in attain-

ing positions of social status and distisction. Conditions
gradually changed owing to foreign impact. Especially during
the Mughal period women-folk led more or less a secluded
life. From that time onwards women folk in India became
enslaved to the whims and fancies of man. :

In the west and other countries the early history of the
status of women folk is really appalling. Men despised women.
They had no rights at all. They could not own property. They
"had no power to vote. They could not cultivate their individua-
e they were considered by men as possessing no individua-

They were even the butt of udtcu]e whxch was




~ bar, in the army, in the civil and police orbamsatlonj_ e
== women working shoulder to shoulder with men. S

= _w1th characterestic feminine determination, courage and stabi-
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at once cynical, selfish and sensuous, Some malignant proverbs
were also in vogue then—

“ Better a woman blind than too beautiful

* A bad woman and a good woman need the rod ".
But the literatures of the world reveal clearly that women had
always been the true educators of the world. Such exalted
characters as Seetha, Savitri, Sakuntala and a host of others
stand as examples of the unique womanhood of ancient India.

~ Turning to western literature we find that Shakespeare, the
master dramatist ‘ has no heroes, but only heroines” he re-
presents them (i. e. women) as infallibly faithful and wise
counsellors —incorruptibly just and good examples........ strong
‘always to satisfy even when they cannot save (Ruskm)

To-day women of other countries at least have realised their
state and have shown themselves as equals to men in their
mental, physical and cultural developments. Again, men them-
selves are beginning to acknowledge the rights of women. In the
western countries and in countries like Turkey and Japan, the
position that womankind has risen to, has really revolutionized
these countries. We can now at once proclaim that the g‘rea’f’e'st
countries in the world are those in which women are placed on
the same level as men and are given the same rights and powers

Western education has brought “out the ‘individual’
women and bas made them members of society, doing service
not cnly to the home, but to the world at large. To-day we see
them fighting with men for the ssle monopoly of and contri-
buting not a little to the progress of civilisation. Women have
already shown themselves eminently fitted for the governance
of their homes, then why should they not be allowed to exercise
their influence in the state as well ?

From being mainly idealistic in the past they have
now become realistic. Idealism has given place to realism, and
we see women in the west have been transformed from mere
shadows to real forms. Women in the west have shared ,
worthy place practically in every phase and walk of life; i

In Japau women are getting into the thick ot' hfes battles

lity. There was a time in Japan too when Japanese women were
gentle creatures who ‘stayed at home, cooked, washed and
tended babies—’, but now the modern temper has created in thgm
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a supernatural force which directs them to play their part along
with men in the drama of life. In all walks of life women are
to be seen working with men, (and °‘the jokes are on the men
folk these days’) showing “their superior ingenuity. The great
position which Japan has assumed in the world politics at the
present is largely due to the wonderful part played by the
women of the land.

In Turkey, an amasazing transformation has taken place.
Women are seen in sehools, factories, hospitals, law-courts, gov-
ernment offices and in banks doing their jobs quite efficiently
and skilfully. One is amazed to see this sudden change in Tur-
key, where only twenty years ago women lived a life of seclusion
in the harem, and never ventured beyond the four walls of their
_ bomes. But now they are to be seen everywhere in the public
life of Turkey. They have played a very prominent part in the
Turkish Renaissance, under the inspiring leadership of Kamal
Ataturk during the National war of Independence. A recent
record states :

“In the centre of Ankara there stands the National Monu-
ment, one aspect of which shows a woman in bronze, with a can-
non ball on her back. This is a symbol of the Anatolian and
who fought in the revolution and who, if her country is threaten-
ed by aggression is ready.to fight again.”

The inspiring historic words of Ataturk when he assumed
power in 1923 have to be written in golden letters.

“If a social group of men contents itself with the progress
and education of only one sex, that group is weakened by half.
Our nation has decided to be strong and®ur absolute need to-day
is the higher education of our women. They shall be instructed
in every field of Science, and receive the same degrees as men.
Men and women will walk together in all paths of life, and help
each other. Let our women reveal their faces to the world, let
them study the world with their own eyes.” The Turkish wo-
men are given the same rights as men, and even in matters of
divorce, inheritance, and franchice they enjoy equal rights
with men. - '

But, how different is the position of women in India! India,

“ which gave the whole world such ideals of womanhood as found
in vedic lore and which stood as the source of a great part of the

_cultural development of Humanity is now slumbering unaware

: _ of her former splendour. Women form the majority of illiterates
~ in our country. They are ignorant and are being dominated by

~

~ convention and prejudice. 2

N - e
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‘Indian woman suffers taxation thhout representatmn.
Tradition, religion, codes of morality, social status and even the
legal system all lead to the undisputed right of man to the enjoy-
ment and disposal of worldly goods, thus precluding women from
making themselves economically self-sufficient. They are not
given the same independence as men. They are left in their
homes and like caged birds they have to struggle hard to come
out and have a sight of the external world. The only aim in life
for women is marriage and anything tending towards the intellec-

‘tual advancement or cultural improvement is considered an un-
pardonable extravagance. This is the position of the majority of
women in India. There are only a few educated women in India
and it is their duty to see that they too are given their place
in the progress of the world.

It is a well-known saying that * where a woman loved, she
worshipped : where she gave, she gave her all; where she was
convinced of a cause, she would fight for it. Where she agreed
to live for an ideal, she would die from it.” Hers is a noble
part to play. India is in a transitional stage now. She is casting
off her vedic beliefs, but the new order has not come. Let not
our reformers blindly copy the west which has its own defects.
Of course they cannot bring back the glorious vedic times nor
can they build their lives on the foundations of mere imitation.
What is required is a synthesis of our own past and the present
the East and the West.

spae
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College Dramatic Socisty. =

On July 27th a business meeting of the College Union was
held in the College Long Hall to elect office bearers for the various
associationsfor theyear 1940-'41,Sri. V. Venkataraman M.A., L.T.

“presided. Sri. Lionel Pavamani of IV B. Sc. Class and Miss
Mary Alexander of class I were elected the Sscretary and Asst.
Secretary respectively of the College Dramatic Society.

The inaugural address of the above society was delivered by
: Dr. C. C. Mathew, M. A,, Ph. D. (Columbia) on Friday the 23rd
* August with Sri P. Ramanand M. A, the vice president of the
“gociety in the chair. Dr. Mathew in an eloquent and lucid
+ manner spoke about the educative value of the stage and how it
could be used as a powerful instrument by the yvoung students -
to impart valuable education to their illiterate brethren. He =
spoke about his experiences in America and also about the
American stage and Theatre. The function came to a close after
a hearty vote of thanks by our Principal Dr. Savoor,

Lionel Pavamani,
Secrelarys——

The Tamil Sangam.

A general body meeting of the College Umon was held in the =
last week of July under the presidency of Mr. V. Venkataraman,
M. A, L. T., at which Sri. M. Somasundaram of IV U. C. and Sri.
M. Mayil Swamy of 11 U. C. were elected unanimously as secretary
and assistant secretary respectively. Vidvan S. Arumuga
Mudalivar, M. A, B, O. L., L. T. continues to be the vice-presi-
dent of the Sangam.

On the 1st of August a business meeting of the Sangam was
held when the vice-president occupied the chair. Mr. B. Ranga-
nathan of IV U. C. was unanimously elected as the speaker fot =
the first term. ,

On the 6th of August, Sri. C. K. Subramania Mudaliar
B, A. B. L. inaugurated the Sangam under the premdency of he

~ vice-president of the Sangam. ,

~~ On the 15th of August Sri. A. Krishnaswamy of cIass I,

== dehvared a lecture on “‘India and her youths T whou Mr. s
Ranganathan. the speaker, was in the chmr. :

Malayalam Amuia.tion. :

Sri, P. A. Velayudhan and Sr1 R. L. Venkiteswaran were
elected secretary and assistant secretary respectively of the above
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- association during the general-body meeting of the College Union
-held under the presidentship of Prof. V. Venkitaraman on the
26th of July ’ 40.

The inaugural address of the above association was delivered
by Miss P. Devaky Amma B. A,, L. T. of Moyan Girls High School -
_ on the 6th of August 1940. She spoke on ‘‘ Malayalam poets and
~ their works” with their gifted talents. Mrs. C. Chinnamu =
~~ Mannadissiar, Head Mistress of M. G. H. S. presided. It was ‘
: for the first time in the history of our College societies that ]adxes
from outside addressed the students.

A debate was held on 15—8—40, when Sri. K. A, Unnikuma-
ran Nair B. A. moved the resolution that ‘ Ahimsa is practicable’, -
Sri. P. Narayanan Nair, Siromany, of M. H. School opposed
the resolution. Sri M. Sankunny presided. Many students and
lecturers took part in the debate. The resolution when put to
vote was lost.
= Mahakavi Vallathol addressed the students at an extra-ordi-
~ nary meeting held under the auspices of the Malayalam associa-
tion when Sri. Manikath Narayana Menon M. L. C. took the

chair.. The Mahakavi spoke on “the Soul of Malayalam
Literature”

The Historical Association (1940—21).

~ 1. The business meeting of the College was held on 26th
July '40 in the Long Hall at 4-5 P. M. under the dlstmgmshed
presidencey of Sri V. Venkataraman, M. A,, L. T., when Sri S.
'Doralswamy of class IV was unanimously elected as the secrefary

o=
3

-

SEES e 'Th maugural address of the Historical Association was
'dehvered by Sri M. Narayana Menon, B. A, B L., M.L.C. on
7th August 40 in the Long Hall at 4-5 P M, when Sri V.
Venkataraman, M. A., L. T., presided. The subject for t’he
occasion was *“ Freedom, a national asset”. The meetmg was a s
splendid success. =
3. A debate of the Historical Association was conducted
n the 15th of August in the Sanskrit Lecture hall at 4-15P. M.
hen Sri. C. V. Narayana Iyer, M. A,, L. T. occupied the chair.
esolution before the assembly was “ In the best interests
t present, Dozmmon status should be preferred to co‘
Doraiswamy Qf class (
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the resolution and was seconded by Sri B. Ranganathan of class
IV. SriR.S. Venkateswaran of class IV opposed the resolution.
Many stodents including the secretary of the General Union
took part in the debate. The resolution was lost when put to
vote. The members were enlightened by the ideas of Sri. V.
Venkataraman, M. A. L. T., and Sri. C. V. Narayana Iyer, M. A.,
L. T. regarding the subject on this occasion.

KAthletic Association.

The College playgrounds were fenced with barbed wire
during ths last vacation at a cost of Rs. 600/. Henceforth we
need not fear anv attacks or invasions from cattle,

Mr. M. Manjunath continues to be the Vice-President of the
Association.

The following captains and vice captains were elected at the
beginning of the last term.

Game Captains Vice Captains
Cricket Mr. A, K. Madhavan. Mr. S. V. Narasimhan.
Hockey » A. Madurai Rajan » K. Raman Nair,
Foot-ball » M. R. Ramachandran ,, M, Rajagopalan. ;
Badminton ,, P. Nachimuthu »» M. Baladandapani.
Volley-ball ,, M Sankunny «+ R. Sarangadharan.
Basket-ball ,. K. Shanmugam » 3. Govindarajan.

Ladies’ Indoor games: Miss M. Subhadra.
Ladies’ Outdoor games: ,, “P. Parvathy.

This year the moonsoon was unusually severe so that
practically the whole of the first term the activities of our
association were very much handicapped. When the weather
brightened the term came to aclose and so, only in the last fortnight
of the last term, we could play with any amount of satisfaction.

Our teams in Cricket, Foot-ball, Hockey and Volley ball went

to Coimbatore during the third week-end in August and played j;_f;_ -
against the Agricultural College and the Govt. Arts College there.

Thouch our teams were without any practice, they did not -fatéj'__i

= badly, |

- The hockey and volley ball teams of the Union Christian
College, Alwaye came over here on the 18th August and played us
- on the 19th. Fortunately we weref{ree from rain on that day. Our
~ players played well, and beat them in hockey.
The Michaelmas tour has become an annual feature in the
College now and this year, a party of 42 including 3 members of
the staff went to Mgdras to play a series of matches there. [t
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* was a very successful and enjoyable tour. Our players did very
well on the whole and all must have immensely benefited by the
trip. The Railway authorities’ arranged for us a reserved
carriage both for our forward and return journeys. All the
matches were reported in the Mail and the Hindu ; but the follow-
ing table gives the whole result at a glance.

17th Cricket against Engineers—Draw. They scored 194 for
9 and we 11¢ for 5.

Foot-ball against Engineers—Draw—3 all
18th Volley-ball against Medical College, Lost 2—0.

Cricket against Medical College—Lost. We were all out
for 88 and they 109 for 1.

_ Foot-ball against Medicoes—won 6—5. It is noteworthy
‘ to mention that at half time we led 5—0

- Hockey against M. C. C. High School—won 2—0
Volley-ball against Stanley Medical—won 2—0
Foot-ball against Technology—Lost 5—2.
20th Volley-ball against Muhamaden College—Lost. 3—1,

Cricket against Muhamadan College—Lost. They scored
164 and we 103. (Bad fielding mainly is the
cause and batting collapse. 95 for 5 and all out
for 103). :

Hockey against Muhamadan College—Draw 1—1. (A
good and interesting match)

Volley-ball against Alex. team. Won 3—1.

: Cricket against Law College—Draw—we were all out 153
Sk and they 115 for 5. : B
- Fool-ball against Law College— draw 2 all.

‘Hockey against School of Technology—draw 1 all—
(an excmng and good match.)

Summarxsmg again, out of 4 Cricket matches, two were lost :
~. and two drawn. Of 4 Foot-ball Matches 2 were drawn, one wen
- and one lost ; of 3 Hockey Matches 2 were drawn and one won;
of 4 Volley-ball Matches 2 were lost and two were won. =

- We are very thankful to the Headmaster of the Chrxstla':'



~ clubsfor their

We are ver  thankful to Sri Mamkkath Naraynna Menm!‘
Advocate and M L.C. of Palghat for presenting us with a beau
tiful silver cup for conducting 2 Basket-ball tournament by the
College. We are also thankful to Mr. S. Krishnankutty bf_
Moothanthara, Tobacco Merchant, Palghat for presenting a beau-

- tiful silver cup to the College in memory of his grandfather..
for conductmg a Volley ball tournament. 2=

e -~ THE GOVER\IMENT VICTORIA COLLEGE
e VOLUNTEER CORPS.

. Under the auspices of the Athletic Association of the College i
we have been able to start a volunteer corps this year. Inﬁ
spite of all the attempts made, one could not be started earlier.
The officers of the corps are Messrs, T. Chandrasekharan and
L. G. Subbaraman. The idea is to give our College men the
benefit of the U. T. C. which unfortunately will not be extended
to Palghat under existing circumstances. At present thara
are 20 on the rolls and parades are held in the mornings
to 8 A, M. on Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays. Itis
that more will join and benefit by the facilities provided.




Victoria College Hostel Notes.
By P. SURENDRANATHA MENON.

As was expected we had more than 90 new applications
for admission into the Hostel this year; but only 30 of them
could be entertained. Since we felt that the bigper boys were in
a better position to shift for themselves outside in some way or
other we selected only the very small boys-—all practically in the
Junior Intermediate Class—for admission into the Hostel. The
strength of the Hostel is made up as follows:—

Class 1 27 boarders, B. Se 111 10
w1139 o - 1v 22
B. A, 111 1 B. A, V=3

Total 102.

When the newcomers were sufficiently accustomed to hostel
life, nominations for the ministry were called for. Twenty-six
gantlemen contested the elections. All of them were given an
opportunity to address the voters. The polling was by ballot
on the 23rd of July. Sri. Sankaran, the Hostel Manager was the
Polling Officer and Sri. A. Govinda Wariyar, M. A.. L. T,, the
- _Proctor of the Hostel this year acted as returning Officer. The
- election campaign was lively and the polling was done peacefully;
~ but soon after the ten names of the successful candidates were

- published there was a crisis, four of them having resigned owing
to disagreement on the question of allotment of portfolios. But
‘a bye-electlon rectified matters; the following members of the

Hostel ﬁmﬂly constituted the new cabinet. :

= Srl P Surendranatha Menon,
=1V B Se; Speaker = =
==sbele Ramaknshnan IV B. Sc. Prime Mm|ster-M|mster
for Law and Order.

ot Sarangadhar;{n, I Class Minister for ¢ Vicohoma .
,» R. Ramachandra Rao, IV B. Sc. = Health, Sanitation
and Public Works.

M. Chaitanya Krishnan, [I Class » Home Administration.
S. Doraiswami IV B. A, ,» Education.
- Murugesan, IV B. Sc. ;» Public Information.
Kan: 1V B. Se. . Sports & Recreation,
V Chekutty, Class II = =
rayanan, 111 B. Sc. Seciatades
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The parliament was inaugurated on 6th July 1940 by A.R.
Serrailier Esq. I. C. S., Sub-Collector of Palghat. The Governor
of the Hostel Government and the Speaker of the Parliament
addressed the House on that occasion. Among the distinguished
guests was Mr. K. N. Unpithan, I. C. S. of Coimbatora.

The first sessions of the ‘ Vicobhopa®' was held on the 9th of
August. A number of questions touching upon various matters
concerning the administration were put to the ministers and
were suitably answered. Among the important resolutions
passed was one by which the Parliament decided to give free
boardership to three poor and deserving students. An important
Bill was brought forward by Sri. M. R. Chidambaran of 1V B. Sc.
authorising the Hostel authorities to collect a sum of four annas
from each boarder every year for the improvement of the Hostel
Library, the Proctor being in charge of the selection of the books
to be bought for the Library each year. The House unanimously
accepted the Bill. The discussions took a lively turn when Sri. K.
Venugopal introduced a resolution requesting the Government
to supply ‘pal-payasam’once a week. One of his supporters
Sri. S. V. Narasiushan speaking on the resolution assured the
House that ‘ pal-payasam ’ once in a week would keep the doctor
away. The House accepted pal-payasam but decided to retain
the Hostel Doctor.

This year a special Hostel Doctor has been appointed, and a
fee of 6 annas per month is being levied from each boarder as
medical fee. The need for a Hostel Doctor was very keenly felt
last year and it was really a strain on the authorities last year
when unexpected attacks of illness brought many students to bed.
During these two months the doctor has treated more than a
hundred cases which comprise all sorts of illnesses to which our
Hostellers are heir to. The Hostel now has such a well-equipped
and inviting *Sick-Room ’ that & visit to it may tempt any one
to fall illl '

Under the auspices of the Ministry of Education a Literary
Association has been formed. It was inaugurated by Sri. M.
Manjunath, M.A., L.T. Sri. P. Surendranatha Menon occupied the
chair. The lecturer entertained the audience by a very humour-
ous but thought provoking speech on the Art of Public Speak-
ing. A Debate in Malayalam was also held on the 18th August
when Sri. K. Madhavan Nair of IV B. Sc. moved the resolution
that “ In the opinion of this House Cinema going has done more
harm than good ta students”. Sri. E. P. Bhaskara Guptan of




mterest in the conduct of the Night School attached to the.-j_,
College._ The Hostel has donated Rs. 25 towards the Night Schoql: :

ass 11 who is one of the Managmg Secretanes.

The Hostel Journal * Vichohoma ’ has been quite regular this
~year and already four issues till now. The follgwing’_ genﬂemeﬂ_:
nstitute the Edztorral Board'—- ==

Mm:ster-m-
a Enghsh Editor.
arayanan Nambudm, Class II Malayalam Editor.
. Shanmugham, III B. A. - Tamil Editor.

 The magazine has not been lacking in contributions and it is
”hoped that it will prove a very good training-ground for bud-
_ding ]ournalists, artists, novelists, poets and cartoonists.




In Memoriam.

“ A good name is better than precious ointment and the
day of death better than the day of one’s birth.”

1. ¥r. Glyn Barlow.

He was a former Principal of this College, and was one of the
pioneers in the field of education on the West Coast. Eloquent
tributes were made to this revered principal by his old students
on the occasion of the *‘ Jubilee ” of this college.

His contributions to the college were varied, and of a far
reaching character ; and his influence over the students sublime,
profound and lasting. He has won a permanent abode in the
hearts of his students, as well as, of several others who have
known him in various capacities, here and elsewhere. After his
long labours in the vinevard as a good and faithful servant,
he has now passed beyond the veil, rich in years, and richer
in service to fellow human beings, and entered into the joy
of his Lord. Let him be to us an example and a pattern ; and
so let us keep his memory alive and fresh. : :

9. Rao Bahadur R. Sekhars Menon.

He was the Chairman of the Palghat Municipal Council for
some years, and, in that capacity, was connected with this College
during important stages in its life; and he guided its destinies
with remarkable wisdom. Quiet and calm and unassuming, he
stood at the helm of affairs with a certainty and an assurance
characteristic of the brave and the true. The college owes not
a little of its present prosperity to this honourable, revered and
stalwart friend, and will cherish his memory with esteem and

regard.

3. Mpr. P. N. Unnikrishna Menon.

He was for many years a popular teacher in the Victori:
~ College High School, and a well-known figure in the college.
- He was the first Deputy warden of the College Hostel; andin
that capacity, did great work as a pioneer in the field, making
~the Hostel a place of happiness and joy to its inmates, and a
centre of light and laughter to all good friends of the college.

= During his career he has served several Princripals; and he
~ has had the rare good fortune of having won the esteem and




‘l'of mlrth and ]olllty, characterized by zeal and sobnety."
d helper to those who sought his advice, and a

e r place in the ‘hearts of his students, his colleagues, and hi :
i ‘ds. a fragrant memory to cheer and to sweeten human lives
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