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INTRODUCTION.

This sis the Second Volume of the Travancore
University/Cublications (Sanskrit Series) and is, by Gracious
permission, dedicated to His Highness the Maharaja of
Travancore, the Chancellor of the University.

Agnivesya- Grhya‘—Sﬁtla, as the name implies, is a
work on household rites and ceremonies after the teachings -
of an Acarya, Agnivesyah. To the Hindu, every household
event, from Garbhadhana to death and obsequies, has specific
rites and ceremonies associated with it. Though the basit
essentials underlying these ceremonies are more or less the
same ainong all belonging to the first three Varnas, the
actual forms as obtained in practice may be considerably
different for different groups belonging to the same Varnas
and inhabiting the same localities.  This is so, sinee
~different families and groups may be traditionally attached
to different ritualistie schools or Sairas having different
forms of procedure. Such Sutras are many, some having
extensive following, some with only a few families attached
to them and some extinct and without any following today.
This stitra _or school of Agnivesya has very few followers
now, at any rate, in South India. :

Originally, the various clans among the Aryans would
naturally have had slightly. varying but closely allied, modes
of celebrating their household events. What were at first
small and inconsequential variations, tended in course of time
to differ more and more and finally gave rise to various
schools of ritualism each with its own specific and codified

forms and procedure. These various schools are credited
to have been founded by great Rsis or Acaryas and are
‘designated by the names of their founders. The actual
authors of the works as we now see them might have been
‘very probably the last teachers.of the groups, who ‘once for

all fixed the rltuahsm and caused them to be codified. as a
G. P. T 674 500, 10-3-1116, ? :
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profectoin against fanciful variations in fyture, These Grhya
Stitras are a veritable ethnological treasure, an.extensive and
critical study of which is capable of throwil;g' considerable

light on some of the dark and unknown cornerg of ancient =

Aryan society and life, For example, may not Pdsana-
sth@pana, a ceremony in connection with the obsequies, be a
winigture replica of dolmen making of .oiden days? Many
such questions, I am sure, will find correct solutions from a
critical study of Grhya wnd Srauta literature.: But I must
refrain. ‘ '

S The work before us is attributed to an Rsi or teacher
Agnivesyah, This name looks more like a patronymic
surnamz. derived from an individual, Agnivega, than the
specific name of any individual. Agnivesa’s son will be
Agnivesi and his lineal descendants, howsoever remote, will
bs Agnivesyas (wii@¥at @ Pan. IV. i 105). Our Agnivesya
being the founder of a fixed school of rites and ceremonies,
one may justly expect to find his name, and perhaps  his
genealogy, in Srauta literature, particularly the Brahmanas.

There is positive reference to an Agnivesya in the
Acaryaparampara of Brhadaranyaka. In Brahm. 6 of Ch.
II, be is described as a -disciple of Acaryas Sandilya and
Anabhim]ata ; and in Brahm. 6 of Ch. IV, an Agnivesya is
mentioned as a disciple of Gargya. (.. snfadsa: miesarer.
atvFerars ... I1-6; .. anfiad aeaiq. .. IV-6).  Sankara in
his commentary says that Vamsa here means Acaryaparam.
para and not lineal descent (satduwguemdt @wm gy | aw
NAE: @re: gswersa s ...),  While the Agnivesyas
mentioned in two places might be two brothers or cousins,
. there is nothing agaiunst both references denoting a single
- individual who might have been a disciple of all the three
Acaryas, Sindilya, Anabhimlata and Gargya, It may be
noted that in both places one Gautama is mentioned as the
disciple of Agnivesya. ~ As -such, it is more reasonable to

take the view that the Agnivesya referred to in both places

.
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is one and the same individual. This Agnivesya must have
been a great and well-recognised Acarya with a good Sisya-
parampard of his own to have merited recoormtlon in so
important a work as Brhadaranyaka.

From the commentary on’ Taittiriya Pratisakhya (Ch.
[X-Bu, 4-wastoeanfiasaramHiedr:) we learn that Agnivesya
was the founder of a Sakha (snfimgaaresdie: aigdrEaEs
...... ). As Brhadaranyaka is part of Satapatha Brahmana
closely related .to TaittirTya, it is very probable that the
reference in the Pr atisakhya and Brhadarany ﬂk‘l applies to
one and the same Agnivesya. .

Again in the commentary of Vadhila Srauta Satra, also
belonging to Taittiriya Sakha, (now being prepared for the
press), the following passage is met with: “agnt arqemndR—
F I A ? RTINS IAFAT FEA: | AN TR
IHA — AYST @ABIAEW a1 This  passage  shows
that Agnivesya and his. school formed one of the four
subdivisions of Vadhiila scliool, In Kerala where Vadhila
Sutra is fairly common, the Malayalam Anuvadam of
- Vadhula Srauta-Prayoga is known as “TaittirTyam Bha%a.”
This will show the close relation of Vadhaula school and
TaittirTya Sakha. Hence it is legitimate to infer that the
Agnivesya referred to here is the same Agnivesya that we
are already familiar with,

‘We find that this Agnivesya school was a recognised and
authoritative one, upto the time of Madhvacarya; for, we
find him citing Agnivesya Sruti in support of his contentions
in many places in his commentary on Brahmasutra
(Retivesen ... 2-3.32 “framss) qeETE! e qwmaT Seaga
TIANT T AT 3T @iiAagaghn’-gaE).  Later on, one finds
Appayya Diksita in his Madhvatantramukhamardanam
(Transeript No, 65 of this office), blittling Agnivesyasruti
in such words as ... atﬁaﬁiﬁgﬁ’&r’%é‘“g .. TRAFHI-
:gmﬁa FAE @iigadigsamE: ... .Y This. shows tha{ Agm.
vetyam had lost much of its followmd and hal become an
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unimportant and lttle known school by the time of
Appayya. Still, it is clear that though the school had
lost all its importance, it was, all the same, known to
Diksita, - : : s

-

There is evidence to show that Agnivesyagrhyasfitra
was not one of the original and independant schools, but
was only a branch or offshoot of one of the original schools.
In the introduction to Bodhayana Grhyasﬁtra (No. 32.
Government Oriental Library Series, Mysore), the learned
editor starts with a quotation said to have been taken from
AgniveSyagrhyastira, He says, “ gagag & staadid gaanas
MO | 79T — siaagagA”, and quotes * AT @: AT SATEAL-
TE: | AATAGERT  FHAIE FRANAEES  qivEeqAraSET
[ERT FEAAADT  AqT GG AT dEwA ARG
StHAYT qrgeE aratae ﬁﬁe:fr FIEaF AR FaEATTgaT;. WeEa-
HFam: lei“!’éﬁirtr gy Practically the same quotation is
met with in Smrtimuktaphala of Vaidyanatha Diksita (Vani- -
Vilas Press, Palghat. 1906—page 18). However, in noue of
the fiv: manuscripts of Agnivegyagrhyasttra we had access
to, 1s this quotation or its fair equivalent seen, though there
are passages lhke wagar g agsudmafaaEAsdiia g4 IFraga
Fe (page 150), showing that the work in hand is posterior
to Bodhayana school. Besides such references, the text’
abounds in passages (pages 69, 76, 112, etc) indentical with
those found in other Grhyasatras, particularly Bodhayana’s.
This also shows that Agnivesyagrhyasiitra is posterior to

- Bodhayana, Bharadvaja etc. Among the nine original
schools appearing in the quotation cited above, one is
founded by Sandilya and of the nine subsidiary schools one

is that of Agnivesya. In Brhadaranyaka we have found

S Agnwesya to be a disciple of Sandilya, Anabhimlata and

- Gargya. When these two findings are read together one is-

Justified in considering Agnivesya school as an off:shoot of

. the original Sandilya school, modified by the teachmgs of
E.nahhmﬂa.ta and Garg) ae




& Yoom: the above considerations it will be seen® that
Agnivesya school, though a subsidiary one, can be traced

from Brahmana periods. Thls school exists even today

in parts of Tamil-nad though Tts adherents are very few.

In Rg Veda we meet with a Satri, son of A onivesa
and a Rajarsi, extolled by Rsi Samvarana in the Rk,
sEmEEAl o e seAt e .. (Ast. i Ch.
iv. Var. iv. M. 9). Sayana in his commentary on this
Rk quotes a couplet, wRakwgd ulragenaganzy | - -
@ T m‘!ﬁ‘gﬂ‘ gil: u, and adds, sefisE @Ewat,
AaqRiaagany; wfiaac  sfadagaa; @9 CaaEs el
quiiy, ¥, w@i% 1 From this we gather that Satri, the son
of Agnivesa and known after his parental name as Agnivesi
was a rich Rajarsi extolled by Rsi Samvarana in the Veda.
A descendant of this Agnivesi would be known by the

patrouymic surname of Agnivesyah. The founder of the ,

Agnivesya schocl may well be an Agnivesyah of this line.

" In Mahabharata (Sambhava Parva) there are references .
to the Aérama of Agnivesya where Drona, the Brahmm

warrior, had his military training. Drona says.

AR GIIE TTAAT BIEITT: |
AANTHE AT T FHIAA:
AT AGATT FTFIA: TQITH, |
TATIEAIEATREAE A TT |
HAPSE 2 @ GASET HATHETS |
APTATTLIAT F1O1 qIT qRFERT |
WEIS TUEHT FERT THAITEZAT, |
(Kumbhakonam Edition Adi.ch. 140-40.42)
AgNURAaRaET awrmAgA=Iy |
SGARNH T4 AFAZALAAT N

AT qgAg A {A T W
AT I EITREET [ASASEA AwEs ||
(Kumbh. Ed. Adi. ch, 1561-10)

In this Pooua oritical edition and Kerala Mss. (Nos. 5877, 5035 eto.) the

readings are 1, * gafysi, 2. wiwesd, 3 Missing
; . b
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o If a descendant of Satri, a Rajarsi and hence a Keatriya,
establishes a Guoukula, it is only reasonable to expect there
“-adequate arrangements for high class military training, There
is no need to take into accoumt the great differerice between
Vedic and Bharata days in this. For one thing, Bharata is no
plain straight-forward history; further, we find in Bharata,
in one connection or other, mostof the Vedic anecdutes,
philosophy and what not, rearranged and readjusted by
the author, a reputed master of Vedic literature. Such being
the case, there iz nothing improbable in the view that Vyasa
m'ight have brought in Satris’ or his descendant’s name
into Bharata in a manner suited to meet his requirements.
If this-is so, this Agnive&ya, a descendant of Satri may
possibly be the founder of the school. Beyond presenting
a problem, his identity cannot, with our available knowledge,
be proved. In other words, though the f—kgniveéya schoo]
*can fairly well be traced up to DBrahmana periods, the

genealogy of the founder can only be surmised,

11

We had nominally five manuscripts to prepare the press
copy ; but all told, the whole lot could be really counted as
one, as the differences found were of liftle. value in collation
or correction.

These manuscripts were secured for the library by
Pandit R. A. Sastri. How he happened to discover them
is an interesting story and i§ here retold in accordance with

- the information he has supplied.

“ Some time during 1915 to 1922, while he was engaged
in the formation of the Oriental Library, Baroda, he wes
agan on the look out for works on Agnivesyam despite
several former failures, when he was informed that there
were. Eollewers of that Sutra in certain Villages on the banks
ttara Pinakini  (modern ¢ Pennar ) in Nellore
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District. But on enquiries at the place, the information was
once again found fo be incorrect ; and all further search for

Agnivesyam was more or less given up.

A ‘year or two back, while Mr. Sastriyar was visiting
Avitaiyar-Koil in Tanjore District during one of his manu-
seript hunting-expeditions, he chanced to go to a certain
temple called “ Adikailasa _Kgetra”, an old and reputed
place of pllgmmage somle 70 miles to the south of the
town of Tanjore. There he was conversing with the
priests on ritualistic details regarding pujas and other
ceremonials as obtaining in that temple when it was revealed_
that those priests were followers of AgniveSyasutra, Mr.
Sastri lost no time in getting into the good books of the
priests and securing a fairly well- preserved, yet at least a
century and a half old, palm leaf manuqcupt of Agnivesya-
grhyasitra. In Mr. Sastri’s own words, *this was due to the
Grace of Lord Sri Padmanabha, the Presiding Deity of
Travancore and the good fortune of His Dasa, HIS nghness-
Bala Rama Varma Maharaja”.

During a subsequent visit-to the same place Mr.  Sastri
had the good fortune to unearth two more manuscripts of the
same “work from the Grantha collection in the priest’s
quarters of the temple. These were also secured with the
kind permission of His Holiness Namasivayam Tamp1ran,
the Trustee of that temple,

~ On further enquiries, Mr. Sastri learnt that only those
belonging to this Sutra were permitted to enter the Garbha-
grha or officiate as priests in that temple, the tradition
being that, at the begirming of Kaliyuga Siva appeared at
the place before his devotees and ordained that only Agm-
vesya Sautrikas should officiate as priests in that temple
and appointed the fore-fathers of the present priests as
hereditary Archakas there.’ There dre  now only eleven .
families follqwmg this Sttra and they are all, in one Way
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or other, related to each other,

- Viii

s

ag may naturally be expected

in the case of a*small group marooned in the midst of alien
groups. These eleven families are of two Gotras, Rauk-
sayana (fagram) and Atreya (arr%m) each having three Prava-
ras, Angirasa, Mandhana, Madhuvachasa

) respectively.

(erriEea, wtas,
argg=a) and Atreya, Arcananasa, Syavagva (3, sudarg,

27

The nature and characteristics of the manuscripts used
in the preparation of this work are given below in tabular

form:—

|

Designa=l Nature of Obtained from Remarks.
tion {  manuseript,

% ' Cadjan manuscript| Arantangi, | Complete; ex-

: Tanque cept in certain
’ parts as Tata-
kakalpa (Pr.11,

Ch. IV.)

4 : Avitaiyarkoil Do.

a 5 5 Do. some
leaves in the
beginning also
missing.

g | Paper manuscript | Avitaiyarkoil [ 2nd and 3rd
Pragnas only.

':-? 5 Kadiraman- | 3rd Praé_n_a

he galam only

e these five, the one demgndted % was the best pre-
served and it served as the basic manuscrlpt for the prepara.

o . tion of the press coPy.
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“As there are neither here (Kerala) nor anywhere near,
followers of this school whose assistance could be utilised to
_corroborate or correct the discrepancies found in the manu_
" scripts, we had solely to depend upén published Grhya.
sutras of other schools. and Brahmanas to clear any doubt
or difficulty that arosé during the ‘pre»paration of the press
copy. During such comparisons it was noted that in many
places, particulérly “in Prasnas Il and I1II, many passages
were fully or nearly identical with the Bodhayana texts on
the same ceremonies; to a lesser extent, passages identical
“with those obtained in Bharadvaja sutra were also met with.

A few out of the many are cited here as examples:— . =
; £ ; :

Agnivesyam Bodhayanam Beginning of text
(2nd edn. Mysore)

140 377 qy FAEAN ...

161 399 o AT T oo

163 403 WY GIEATATHANA,,,,

. 165 406 #  BISGIIAT ...
168 417 T oY AR ot !

_ Agnivesyam Bharadvajam
(Leyden Edn; 1913)

3 2 STEHTTHE v vsresvrassess

50 217 L 64 S

99 84 ATETGIZTATAET cveniear

&c . &c &e.

, In a number of places: metrical  matter is met with
perhaps, subsequent additions to serve as . mnemonics. It
may, however, be noted that such metrical passages are also
seen in the Bodhayana sutra (Mysore edition.) :

In the section on Devataradhana, semi-tantric  forms
including the use of Yantras are mentioned though regulas
images. are -not,  These perhaps may be later additions and
answer to more or less similar poitif)ns found in other.
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Grhyasutras as Asvalayana's, in" the form - of Parisistas or
appendices. -

A few peculiar rites and practices not-found in other
well-known Sutras are met with. One such is Sthagaralam-
kara (pp. 40,. 41). This practice, it seems, is current in
parts of Bengal. The. eight materials to be assembled for
the 'ceremony nearly answers to the Astamangalya articles
commonly used in Malabar. Among Keraliyas, there is an
Astamangalya waving by women folk to be performed daily
for the first four days. This is purely a Ladées’ wite, and
is, not a= part of the regular rituals. In Agnivesya 'too, this
ceremony is recognised as a Jladles’ rite, is evident from the
concluding words ¢ JE1y & Wrg‘eaeg:é'ﬁa. ;

In' the third adhyaya of 3rd prasna: (page 131) a pass- -
age occurs e b sy !Tilﬂﬁ‘ﬂlz qGY ATE FBET FA@ AT .
¢ This shows that according to this school Sraddha day was
fixed by naksatra and not by tithi. This is rare .in Tamilnad
. though very common among Kerala Brahmins.

The text is divided into three Prasnas or sections. The
first consisting of seven chapters covers the important -
ceremonials connected with Upanayana and marriage, ~the
second. also with = seven chapters, deals with Pumsavana
to Sanyasa while the last with twelve chapters is devoted to
a miscellany consisting of Sraddhas, Pitrmedhas and the
~ like.

It is noteworthy that the fifth adhyaya of first Prasna
contains only mantras (of Vivaha) without any prayoga-vidh?s
whereas in all others mantras occur in their proper places
among prayoga directions. : :

. In several places (pp. 62, 65, 67 etc,) right upto the end,

= one meets with the phrase; “ thus sayeth Bhagavan Agni- 5
~vesyah ”.  (gene’ wiatatfiaam:).  The phrase, " and partic
cularly :":thé “use of “the adjéctive’ Bhagavan, leads one to inf




that the actual 'compiler of the work . could not “have ‘been
Rsi *Agnivesya himself,, but some distinguighed disciple of

his school, - as  would natﬁrally be the case, The phrase.

found scattered throughout is, however, sufficient evidence

to show that the work is fully based on the teachings of

Agnivgsya'h.

In this work: four other acharyas are mentioned by their
Works vzz., Bodhayana (@&t g THeERATANTA SN qE S
e %&—page 150), Kusaharitah ('ﬁtﬂ%' gsi TR lﬁ'ﬂ" Ci
¥ FERes aa’ Il gmga; page 177), and Puskarasadi

(@1 g#ER: p. 9) and Kausitaki (T8d fgegd ¢ S

figiat = arftafstagiasw 1 p.153)

The language on the whole, is old, but not very archaic.
There are a good number of word-formations untenable
according to Paniniyan grammar, such as qifiq, F&id, Wi

(p. 176): wredm  (p. 70); w=@a  (p. 112); @sa - (p. 177)

‘etc, Such* archaic expressions are left  untouched.
Specific foot-notes are not added calling attention to them
as such expressions were found too many to be dealt with

in that manner.

A Mantra index is appended tracing  sources
wherever possible. In the case of some, . no source can be
found out and such are, for want of a better procedure,

supposed to "have existed in extinct or Khila portions of

 Samhitas or Brahmanas.

With all the care bestowed on proof correction, a short -

list of- eratta has become inevitable for which "we tender

our-apologies to the public.

In conclusion I -have great pleasure in acknowledging
with sincere thanks the valuable services ,of Pandits N, Rama
_Sastri, A. VYajonaswami Sarma - and V. Subbarayacharya
rendered in connection with this publication. Pandits N.

Rama Sastri and A. Yagnaswami -Sarma
: :

have not spared any




the well-known ‘eteran
to whom- the University Mam‘xscnpt o
of 1ts co]lectxons.

e éieat_ fleip we have received frdm him.

-And ;mw, in a}l”humiiity, I place the wci'k before rthe‘

R.'L. A. RAVI .VARMA,

Honorary Dirvector.
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