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eDITORIAL

College Union. One of the outstanding events in
the life of the College during this academic year was the
reorganisation of the College Union. At the beginning of
the year a new orientation, in keeping with the require-
ments of the present day College-life, was given to the
Students’ Union, by introducing five constituent societies.

While all the students of the College are mem-
bers of the Union, in whose fortnightly meetings they will be
able to discuss questions of general interest and importance,
they have now ampler opportunities of getting a deeper
knowledge of their subjects of study in the various sectional
associations, Tostart with, five such Associations have
been created—the &nglish or Literary Association, which af-
fords them opportunities to dive deep into the field of Eng-
lish literature and literary questions; the Science Association
(including Mathematics), wherein students of Science and
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Mathematics read essays or discuss topics of special interest

to them; and the History Association (including Economics
and Politics), which enables students of these subjects to
discuss and probe deeper into these subjects, supplementing

thereby their work in the Lecture Room; and the Second
Languages are also given adquate prominence by the crea-
tion of two special Associations, one for Malayalam and
the other for Sanskrit (including Hindi).

The new scheme of organisation has been working
satisfactorily during the first two terms. While formerly

only one hour a week was set apart for the Union meet-

ings, now we have several meetings of these societies in.a
week. Ordinarilly on alternate Fridays take place the

meetings of the Union and of the English Association, while

the Science and History Associations, on the one hand, and

- the Language Associations, on the other, meet on alternate

Mondays. It is a matter of gratification to note that there
is more of extra-academic activity now, thanks to this re-

organisation and at the same time, greater interest is
evinced by students in the different Associations according

to their respective tastes and abilities.

Nodoubt, there is room for improvement in the scheme

itself and in the working of it. As we gain experience in

its working, it may be found desirable and necessary to in-

troduce beneficial changes. For example, the meetings ge-
nerally commence at 3-30 p. m., thus necessitating a re-

duction of the usual periods of one hour each into periods

of 50 minutes each, on days when meetings are held, and
at the same time, preventing students from fully partici-
pating in their games or regularly attending Physical In-

gtruction after the class. Perhaps these difficulties and in-

‘conveniences may be overcome by setting apart one hour on

such days, from 3 to4 p.m., for the meetings, which, it
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may be remembered, are also important as factors in their
intellectual and moral formation—the purpose of education.
Also, by such an arrangement more will be able to take an
interest and to participate in the discussions in the section-
al meetings. Again, if the present simple scheme continues
to work successfully, we may have, as in some Colleges, a
more elaborate organisation’ with more associations by
bifurcating for example the English Association into Senior
and Junior ones, the former for B. A. students, and the lat-

ter for the Intermediate; the present History Association

into three Associations for History, for HEconomics and for:
Politics; and the Sanskrit Association into two—one for
Sanskrit and another separate one for Hindi. And many
other changes may suggest themselves as we go on working
the present scheme, and gaining more and more experience
so that the Union and its Associations may prove a great
blessing to the students.

It is needless to emphasize the important part such
Associations and meetings of students play in finishing off
their education. More associations and more meetings
mean more opportunities for the varied talents and charact-
ers to develop and blossom in time to come. These being
the training grounds for the future gentlemen and citizens,
the students have to be given all possible facilities to aquire

‘more knowledge, to discuss practical problems of life, to rub
- off their mental and moral angularities, and to work out,

within the walls of the College, their own scheme of self-
government, under the direction of their teachers, befor
they enter the world to live the life of intelligent and cul-
tured citizens of their country.

- College Extension. We have a new block—the Sci-
ence Block—called Menacherry Hall after the name of the

" Founder of the College, Bishop John Menacherry, D. D.

sists really of two halls, each 70 ft. by 25 ft. besides
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two verandah rooms each 38 ft. by 9 ft. and two verandahs
(rather three, including the underground verandah intended
apparently as an air raid shelter; who knows the A. R. P.
secrets of the authorities?) each 70 ft. by 11 ft.—a total
floor area of 6500 sq. ft. It is believed that the Management
proposes to shift the Intermediate Physics laboratory to
the top floor and the Chemistry laboratory to the ground
floor. The present science halls will then be available to the
Arts section and for increased amenities for the staff. The
change-over will be effected, it is hoped, with the reopen-
ing of the College next June.

Speculations have been rife regarding the use to
which the new block is to be put, but what we have stated
above is perhaps as good as official news. Some would like
to see B. A. Physics started, others think it would be a
better and sounder policy to make first of all the Inter
Science groups complete by introducing Natural Science-
Much may be said in behalf of Natural Science; to say the
least the number of Old Boys—Doctors will increase. Phy-
sics in the B. A. course is certainly attractive, the more so
because our Physics equipment for the Intermediate course

is certainly much above the usual standard. Above all, it.

would remove from this first grade college the odium of
one-sidedness and of standing on one foof, the Arts, unless
Mathematics be considered as a science, not an art. Any-
how the management knows what is best and we may rest
assured that, times permitting, they would use the exten-
sion to the best possible academic advantage. Meanwhile
we wish (on behalf of tlre staff and students) to offer our
hearty and grateful congratulations to the authorities for
this munificent addition to the college buildings in these
hard times.

A Sense of Humour. Foreigners often charge us with
a woeful lack of humour. We don’t entirely agree with

ij ]
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them. But there seems to be nevertheless a grain of truth
in it. Why, it is our considered opinion that most of the
political and social differences among us could be solved, if
only both sides looked at them and into them with a ‘saving
sense of humour’. We refrain from giving examples.

In this, as in many other things, we, Indians, should
take a lesson from the average, normal Englishman. The
Anglo-Saxon race is not generally credited with a sense of

- humour. It is true that in the even tenour of life the

Englishman is rather stiff and stern, but in difficulties and
trials his deep-lying humour comes to the surface and saves
him from despair and failure. Here is an instance recorded
by that well-known French writer, Andre Maurois, in his
recent work ¢ The Battle of France .

“Tt is one of the Englishman’s happiest traits that
even in the most dangerous situations he will keep his sense
of humour. The voice on the German radio which daily
tries to undermine British morale has been baptized Lord
Haw-Haw and has become a comedian with a part in every
music-hall revue. On the German-Russian alliance Punch
is publishing at the moment some very amusing articles, in
which the principal character is the S. C. V. A. G — ‘The
Senior Commissar for Vaguely Assisting the Germans’.
Which does not mean that the English are not taking the
dangers of this alliance seriously, but just that thev deem a
certain gay detachment necessary to their mental health,
while the moment for action has not yet arrived.

“ While I was in England I attended a session of the
House of Commons. The subject of the debate was austere
enough. The opposition wanted the Government to include
in the War Cabinet a minister whose especial care should
be economic questions. The Government’s reply was that
the presence of Sir John Simon, the Chancellor of the Ex-
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chequer, was enough. One might hardly have imagined that
this would have been an occasion for amiable and amusing
exchanges. But such was the case. Herbert Morrison and
Major Atlee, speaking on behalf of the Opposition, were cour-
teous and gently ironical. Sir John Simon, who was defending
himself, thanked them for it. Their urbanity, he said,
brought to his mind a quotation from Isaac Walton’s Com-
pleat Angler: ‘Treat your worm as if you loved it ’.

“An Opposition member then rose to make an amend-
ment. ¢ I believe’, he said, ‘ that I know the Compleat Angler

by heart: the text does not say : “Treat your worm as if
you loved it ’ but ¢ Treat your fish as if you loved it ’.

“Sir John Simon spoke again : ‘The Hon. Member is

right’, he said, “but I thought ““your worm ” might be more
amusing . : :

“The House agreed with him. Whereupon he added
that it was very difficult for him to take part in a debate of

that nature. It reminded him of the ‘time when the Lord
Chanecellor was presiding over the Privy Council and the

order of the day was ‘Is an orthodox Englishman obliged
to believe in eternal punishment’? A celebrated theologian
objected. It is unfair’, he said, ‘that the Lord Chancellor
should have the casting vote on the question before us to.

day, since he is himself too evidently interested in the re-
sult . :

The Prime Minister, whe was stretched out in a
bench beside Sir John Simon, laughed heartily, and the

whole House found pleasure in Sir John’s wit and the Pre-
mier’'s amusement. It was all quite cordial and to me charm-

“ing: yet such interludes, let it be understood, are far from
hindering Neville Chamberlain and the House of Commons
from prosecuting the war with energy. Every true civili-
zation can find time for its moments of relaxation and
laughter—". ‘




A

bi

EDITORIAL 7

A DISTINGUISHED VISITOR

A notable event of this term is the visit of Srimati
Lakshmikutty Valia Neithyaramma, the consort to H. H.
the Maharajah of Cochin, on 5th December 1941. Her un-
abated enthusiasm for matters of public interest, ardent zeal
for education at large, abiding interest in women’s pro-
eress and munificent patronage of arts and crafts are all
too well known to require mention here. In this connexion
we are happy to recollect that the College premises once be-
longed to the Vadakke Karimpat family of Trichur, of
which the consort is the most distinguished member.

The consort arrived at the College at 11-30 A. M. ac-
companied by Dr. V. K. G. Menon and Captain Mannadiar
and was welcomed by the Principal. After having gone
round the college buildings, she was conducted into the
Medlycott Hall, where His Liordship Dr. Francis Vazhapilly,
Rt. Rev. Mgr. Edakkolathur and the Staff and students of
the St. Thomas’s had assembled to felicitate her. 'After the
heartfelt greetings of the Principal, Staff and students, she
addressed the gathering in sweet and simple Malayalam of
which she has such an enviable command. Concluding she

said that she would be happy to have an Extension of the

College for the higher education of girls and assured all sup-
port for it.
Let us hope that the wish expressed by the consort

to His Highness will be an accomplished fact in the near
“future.

VIDWAN EDAMARAM

Mr. A. V. Sebastian, our veteran Malayalam (and
Sanskrit) Lecturer has retired after a long and distinguished

~gervice of twenty-one years. His success as a teacher of

Malayalam and Sanskrit was far above the ordinary. With

_,_an old Pandit’s thorough grasp of language and hterature
“and with a modern teacher’s breadth of vision and power of
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judgment Mr. Sebastian made a deep impression on his stu-
dents, and those rare attainments coupled with his com-
plaisant ways and classical analysis of matter and form
have brought laurels to him in particular and to the
Pandit world in general. :

He is well known also in all Kerala for his vast eru-
dition and chaste, stately Malayalam}prose writing. Philo-
logy and the history of Malayalam language and literature
are his special field. His published works are comparatively
few but substantial, and have been widely appreciated.
His position as a, literary critic is high in Malayalam. His
eeealaiolememlgaiemo ig perhaps his magnum opus in the
line.

The staff and students gave him a grand valedictory
‘reception and heartily wished him otium cum dtgmtate Ad
Multos Annos. : '

- Note:—The editor being unwell, the editorial notes have been put together
by other hands they malke no apologies.

.
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A. F. W. Dixon Esq., I. C. S.
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Crime does not pay.

(Eareny K. C, II U.C)

Inspector Sakar sat brooding over his tea. No
wonder! Enough he had to be puzzled over. Throughout
all the thirteen years of his life as an investigator of crime
he had never faced defeat, and now, when he was in his
best colours, to bear defeat!

X R p-< X

Ram Singh had caused many an hour of worry to the
defenders of peace and justice. A clever thief and fierce
bravado, he was one who believed in killing as the best road
to safety.

Inspector Sakar was but a few days in town when
he received a call from a rich merchant. @ He had a letter
in his hand. It ran thus:—

Dear Sir,

I will be coming to plunder your house at 11 P. M.
to-night. As Mr. Inspector will be dying to meet me, you
had better invite him.

_ Ram Singh. _

Mr. Sakar went to the merchant’s with two mon. At
about 10-30 the men brought before Sakar a man, who upon
guestioning proved to be the spy of Ram Singh. From him
information about the whereabouts of Ram Singh was
drawn oiit. Ram Singh was waiting at a house one mile
off. The spy, on the promise of liberty afterwards, took to
lead them to his master.

- Sakar, his men, ‘the merchant and the spy, ‘all hud-
dled into the car and drove off. On going up the road they
saw a car lying parked before a house. A man, at the sight
of whom the spy cried out it was Ram Singh, came
out of the house, looked at them, jumped into the car and

T L ey s - -




10 ST, THOMAS’ COLLEGE MAGAZINE.

started it. Sakar called out to the man to stop, but the
man drove on. Sakar gave chase. The police car seemed
to win when at a turning they were nearly run into another
car. The car was stopped and in the bustle the spy jumped
off from the car and mingled with the crowd. The cther
<ar, too, vanished from sight.

Disappointed, Inspector Sakar returned to the mer-
chant’s. They were taken aback. All the house was in a
state of chaos. During their absence, the house had been
plundered by Ram Singh. There was a note for the In-
spector. It ran thus:—

Dear Mr. Inspector,

I am sorry tosay you have fallen short of ex-
pectations. I never thought you would be so easy a victim
tomy trap. Did not my agents act well? Hoping to

. meet you soon,
Ram Singh.

The Inspector was all afire. He swore that if within
thrée months he could not catch Ram Singh, he would re-
sign his post.

% X X X

It was over thisproblem that Mr. Sakar wasnow brood-
ing over his tea. Many a day had come and gone, but no
Ram Singh appeared, and yet the robberies never stopped.
A month had passed away. Sakar received a letter.

Dear Mr. Inspector,

I have heard about your oath. One month has pas-
sed; how far have you advanced. I now swear an 6ath. If
within one month I do not catch you, I will stop robbing.

Ram Singh.

A little away from the town there was a wood and
further a village. From the village Inspector Sakar re-
ceived a visitor. The man had got a warning of robbery
from Ram Singh. Sakar promised to be at the house.

10 P. M. found the Inspector walking through the
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wood. About midway he was forced to step a little away
from the path because of a fallen tree. All at once he was
struggling with a dozen men. Ram Singh stood before him.
“Mr. Sakar, I invite you to my humble abode”. Sakar was
led through the wood to the robber’s den where he was
bound to a chair. Ram Singh called his men and consult-
ed as to what they should do with the Inspector. The de-
cision was to kill him.

Ram Singh stands up, takes a dagger and advances.
Sakar sits head bent. Ram Singh nears him. The glitter-
ing dagger is held high. It comes down. “ Stop " a voice is
heard. All eyes turn that way to look into the muzzles of
a dozen pistols. “ Hands up ” another voice : the men turn,
another dozen revolvers cover the whole room. The front
door is broken down.

“ How now Ram Singh?” Ram Singh turns to see
Inspector Sakar advancing from the door, revolver in hand.
Bewilderd, Ram Singh turns to the chair. * Oh, ho! Ram
Singh, I forgot to explain. He is only my assistant .

A cry escapes the robber leader’s lips. ‘ Mr. Sakar,
I allow you victory. But you shall not triumph over me ™.
A sgilver flash, a red stream, Ram Singh fell.



On Cranganore.

(K. M. Racaava MENoN, Class IV.)

“ Of all places in Malabar, Cranganore is perhaps the
most important from a historic point of view. We catch
the glimpses of its early glory through a long vista of misty
antiquity V. It is indeed unfortunate that Cranganore
should still be “the Cinderala of Indian History”, Al-
though it is eclipsed by the much ancient city of Puhar,
who has not heard of the splendour of the Chera capital ?
Who has not been fascinated by the cocoanut groves of
Malabar, though superseded by the temple towers of
Madura ?

Harly European historians knew the place as
“ Muziris ", where the music of the roaring sea never ceased;
and Pliny described it as the Primium Emporium Indige. 1t is
the Muchiri of Tamil poets, Makotai or Makotaipattanam
of the Syrian copper plates, and the Muryirikodu or Masu-
ripattanam.  Kodam Kaliyur or Kodi_linga Puram are the
names which our local traditions bestow on Cranganore. Tt
glories in its title as Mahadevar Pattanam. Cranganore
is Kutungallur, which is only another form of Kotum-kole-ur,
the place of severe storms and not Kotum-kol-ur: city of
severe crimes, as a Tamilian would put it. The fitness of
the name will be appreciated by any one who visits the sea
near the port on a windy day during the monsoon ‘months.

Vanji, “ the seat of ancient Chera splendour ” is Thi-
ruvanchikkulam, near the modern Cranganore. Though

some scholars are inclined to transport the Chera capital

from Cranganore to Karur of Trichinopoly, the literary and
topographical evidences, i. e. the identification of Mathila-
kam with Gunavayil-kottam, Gothuruth, Karupadanna,
Pullut etc., stand in their way. “ From our examination

Y
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of the classical works of Tamil literature, i. e. Cilappadi-
karam and Manimekkalai”, says Dr. 8. K. Aiyangar in his
Seran Vanji, “we have reached the conclusion that Vanchi
was the capital of the Cheras and was almost on the west
coast though not in itself a seaport, but somewhere into the
interior ”. :

Cranganore is rightly praised for possessing the first
mosque in India. The particular feature of this mosque is
that it is situated more or less like the Hindu temples. Un-
like the other mosques, it does not face Mecca, butit faces
due east. Tradition narrates the conversion of the last
Perumal to Islam, his Piligrimage to Mecca and the final
erection of the mosque under the instruction of an Arab,
Malik Di Hajiyar. Tn support of this tradition, even to-day
we see that the idol of Siva in the Thirivanchikulam temple
is taken round the mosque. So there must have been some
connection between the Cheras and the mosque.

The first church on the west coastalso found its place

ab Cranganore. Even to-day the church is regarded with

special veneration by the Christians. “ All historians seem
to agree (Hough, White-house and others) that St. Thomas
visited Malabar (Cranganore) where he is said to have found-
ed a bishopric and built seven churches ”. St. Thomas is to
Cranganore what St. Paul is to the Gentiles, St. Luke to
Achaia, and St. Andrew to Epirus.

: Cranganore occupied * the same position as Pompeii
in KEurope during the middle ages”. It was a principal
emporium of trade from time immemorial. It had com-
mercial connections with ancient Rome, China and such
other parts of the civilised world. There still remains a

temple of Augustus at Cranganore. Kalidasa mentions the

town as Marichi Pattanam. It was at Cranganore that the
westerners founded a favourable settlement. The Portu-
guese were the first among them to land there, and they
built fortresses, the ruins of which can be seen even to-day.
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The Dutch, too, had their day and their influence is visible
in some of the ruins of the old buildings. The English
who got it last, retain it. Now Cranganore is a village
{Oh, it is a town under the Town Council Scheme proposed
by the Government), which is *“ unhonoured and unvisited ",
except perhaps by some antiquarians who visit the place
once in a blue moon.

Such are the glories of Cranganore. Though some

-may deeline to admit that Cranganore (Thirivanchikulam)
was the capital of the Cheras, can they take all the Chera
~ splendour away to very distant Karur of Trichinopoly
where nothing of it exists ? Before concluding, let me quote

Professor Mundassery. * Let me with all respect ” says he,

‘‘request these research scholars to come and settle down
at Cranganore for a couple of months and see with their own

eyes the topography of the country, and listen with their own

ears t0 what the people of the country have to say about the

past, before rushing into conclusions ”. And I may add that

as Cranganore was in the bygone days very generous to all
those Europeans who came to her, she would today be afford-
" ing kindly shelter to all these modern scholars too.

8.



To New York

FOR AN

Interview with Roosevelt.
(K. S1varamaxy — III U. Q)

At last my sole ambition was realised: for when I took
up the ‘Hindu’ after tea one morning I found my photo
printed in it. I myself was surprised, not because I found
my photo in it — for often times had it come out in News-
papers — but since below the photo were the words “ Mr.
K. Siva Raman, M. A., I. C. S., who has come out successful
as first in the Civil Service Examination recently held in
India ”. I had appeared for the examination, but returned
home dejected and crest-fallen because I never even dreamt
of succeeding in it. And now, lo! I had not only succeeded,
but succeeded with a rare distinction.

Just an hour had passed when the telegraph peon was
seen before my office room. From him I just took the tele-
gram addressed to me and opened it ; just as I expected, it
was a congratulatory message from a friend of mine — one
Mr. Rama Iyer (I do not exactly remember his initials. )
Scarcely had an hour elapsed when the telegraph peon made
his appearence in my ‘ Bungalow ’, for a second time ; but
now he had three and a half dozen messages to deliver. One
by one I opened all of them myself — for I had no private
secretary then — and all were congratulatory messages. A
few minutes had just passed after my reading the last mes-
sage, rather carelessly, when, for a third time, the telegraph
peon appeared before my office room. This time, to my
surprise, he had only one telegram to give me. I opened
the telegram rather casually —for T was sure that it
would be a congratulatory message. The contents of the
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telegram, however, made me gaze again and again at them.
The message ran as follows :(—
: “ Congratulationss — meet me — New.York

Twentieth 7 —
— ROOSEVELT —

I gazed at the Calendar that hung in my room. It
was just the tenth. I wondered why Mr. Roosevelt would

want to meet me when he was so busy—engaged in problems

of the “ Greater War . Many had succeeded in the I. C. S.
Examination and, to the best of my knowledge, few have
been requested to meet the President of the New World at
New York. Anyhow I considered this as a unique opportu-
nity and decided to leave for New York that very day.

It was clear sunshine — it was twelve mid-day. I

called my brother who came out of his study.
: “ Are you going to London ? ” I asked. “ Yes ”’, came
the answer.

“Well, hurry up then; via. New York we return .

SAdTight

“ And see our ¢ Pla’ — no — Speedo’ and everything
else ready .

“Right oh ! ” and he went.

Soon we finished our ¢ electro-bath ’ and tea and were
in the cabin of the ¢ Pla’ — no . ,

“Well ” said 1 “ Let us start?2”

“Rightion with it ™.

The ¢ Pla —no’ rose: with a low musical melody,
steadily and slowly it rose higher and higher in fhe air.
The flight was quite confortable, without any jerk or jolt or
any ear-deafening noise.

From two hundred to three hundred and finally to

seven hundred the speedometer hand deflected. Oh ! seven
hundred is not too much; for the ‘“ Earth — Mars Service
planes speed at 2760 miles per hour !

We saw Cairo, the old city — the Pyramids at

A
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Egypt — the Volcano, gone — now the Alps — now over
Germany — the town limits were nearing and the air cons-
table arrived. We slowed the speed.

“ Passports, please ’, were his words. His voice was
broadcast and received with the Radio in our cabin and
he was seen in the * Tele-screen .

“ Here it is ” said 1.

He perused it, smiled and quitted the screen.

“ Inform the Aerial Hotel Superintendent to take
care of our meals ”, said I to my brother.

A huge noise was heard. I just looked out. Well,
a hundred planes and bombers came into my sight, for we
had not crossed Germany. I trembled — I shrieked — I
wanted to return, but how ? Suddenly I felt that our
‘ Pla’— no’ had crashed against something! It had. An
aerial torpedo had struck it, and we were going down,
now at thousand five hundred miles speed — of course, this
speed was not recorded by the speedometer !

I thought of my interview with Roosevelt — of my
house — of my I. C. S. — well, briefly of all the world and
the words ¢ Brother!, where are we now, in Berlin ? 7’ es-
caped my lips, when I experienced a tremendous fall.

“ But this is Trichur ” exclaimed my brother.

I just opened my eyes, I was lying on the floor. I
gazed at my brother sitting on his cot with paste and brush
in hand. He had just got up and was going to wash his.

face”
“But where is our ‘Pla’— no’?” I asked.
“What ‘Pla’ — no’, are you dreaming ? ”

I looked around. 1 had fallen from my cot — and
not from the ‘Pla’ — no’. It was just 7 A. M. and the Ca-
lendar showed 17th August, 1941.

I thought of my success in the 1. C.S. Examina-

tion ; of the telegram from Roosevelt ; of my flight to New
3 :
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York andsaid “Ha! Ha! Hal!”
Could all this be a dream ? [Some dreams come true,
and who knows but that yours is one of them—Ed.]
(From an actual dream)

The Muslim Bases now in India.

(K. Ramunnt MexoNn — IV U. C.)

The Muslim conquest of India effected not only a
bloody revolution, but also a bloodless and, therefore, a more
glorious revolution. The people, * for whom Islamic history
is summarised in the exploits of fanatical hordes, drama-
tically offering the dismayed world the choice between the
Koran and the Sword, with the blood-curdling cry of
«Alla Akbar’,” betray only their ignorance of history or
their lack of proportion; for these unedifying annals of blood-
shed and carnage, havoc and vandalism, cabal and chica-
nery, constitute neither the soul, nor perhaps even the main
feature, of Muslim dominion in India. Infinitely more sig-
nificant are the abiding contributions they made to the
making of India — their coinage, architecture and public
works, as well as their administrative, cultural, ethnical,
religious, linguistic, scientific and political bequests — or
what Mr. Yusuf Ali calls, their ¢ bases’.

' One of these interesting survivals is their coinage.
Delhi, the capital of the Sultans, became, in the days of
Kutbuddin, the central mint of the Muslim empire, which
proud position it has never forfeited subsequently. Their

.';L;
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infinite variety, profusion and universality are of absorbing
interest to the antiquarian and are especially valuable to
the student of numismatics in determining doubtful dates
and settling disputed points in the history of Mediaeval
India.

A more important heritage legated by the Muslims
is their numerous, beautiful buildings — objects of wonder
to-day, displaying the magnificent and picturesque artistic
taste of the Muslims. In the words of Fara Chand, “ Hindu
and Muslim elements coalesced to form a. new type of ar-
chitecture ... .... The simple severity of the Muslim archi-
tecture was toned down and the plastic exuberance of the .
Hindu was restrained ”. The pointed or trefoiled arch and
the ribbed or bulbous dome, commonly considered to be dis-
tinctive features in Muslim architecture, were in reality of
Indian — Hindu — origin ; but ornamentation by arabesque
was no doubt a Muslim contribution in public buildings, as
also the intricate geometrical pattern, or the “ogee curve’.
“Tt was as if the philosophy of the Vedanta, which had per-
meated the esoteric thought of India, gradually became em-
bodied in the stone and marble of Indian mosques and tombs
and crystallised in the ritualistic forms of Muhammadan
faith”. FEloquently testifying to the veracity of these state-
ments stand Fatehpur-Sikri, “the fairy city of Akbar’s
dream”; the Kutb-Minar, “the most beautiful example
of its class in the world ”; the palace of Shahjahanabad,
“ the most magnificent in the east — perhaps in the world™;
the Taj Mahal, the CHEF D'OEVRE of Shah Jehan
whose reign was the “lyric age of Indian architecture”, and
the Moti Musjid, “the culminating example of Muslim
architecture”. The same metamorphosis of aesthetic values
and harmonious blending of the indigenous and exotic
styles is unmistakably revealed in Indian painting and
sculpture, music and dancing, histrionics and horticulture,
enamelling and faience, textiles and damascening.
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The public works the Sultans undertook have also
withstood the ravages of time with equal tenacity. Besides
renovating the dilapidated structures, the Muslims con-
structed roads, which still carry congested traffic, as well
as irrigation systems, which still remain the staff of the
agriculturist. The Jhelum canal system, the water works
of Bijapur and the Grand Trunk Road of Sher Shah—these
still attest to the grandeur of their conception, the vigour
of their execution and the skill of their engineers.

Some elements of their administrative system — both
their omissions and commissions also linger still. In main-
. aining intact institutions like the Panchayat, modern ad-
ministrators have only taken a leaf from the Muhamma-
dans’ book. The court ceremonial, institutions and
etiquette, the titles, office-procedure and record-keeping
of the Muhammadans still supply the pattern for modern
states and provinces. Their military system, especially in
the gradation of the sepoys, still maintains its impress on
our modern system. Their revenue system:is but thinly
disguised by the veneer of modernity. Thus in the admi-
nistrative field too they have been our pioneers and we are
only following in their footsteps.

The lasting influence the Muslims exerted is vividly
reflected in the linguistic history of India. In the old beds
of Sanskrit only “an increasingly thinning rill continues to
linger”, while “the living stream of Indian culture” is de-
flected into the channels of the vernaculars. In Marathi,
Bengali and Hindi there is a “wonderful flowering 6f Indian
intellect”, the torch-bearers of this Renaissance being Tuka
Ram and Ram Das in Marathi; Chaitanya and Jaya Deva
in Bengali; and in Hindi, Tulsi Das, the ¢ tallest tree
in the magic garden of mediaeval Hindu poesy” and
Sur Das, the blind bard of Agra, the ¢“Indian Milton”.
Besides, a bumper-crop of chronological and biographical
or in short, historical literature; has been garnered in the

4
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Indian barns.

The “ bases” we have so far examined, no doubt,
possess scientific value and antiquarion interest; but there
are others whose study has acquired transcendental practi-
cal significance in the light of modern developments in the
country. Perhaps the most important of these is the
admixture of the polyglot population of India, with its
far-reaching consequences. The Muslims form a major
minority amounting to about 100 millions. More Mu-
hammadans live in India than in any other purely
Islamic country; and Indian social life has gained or lost
accordingly. By introducing a jealous element which has
rendered assimilation inoperative, it has added to the di-
versity of racial stocks and disturbed the even tenor of
Indian social life, pushing to the forefront the problems of
cowslaughter and music before mosques. This is offset
by additions to the Indian culinary art, by changes of
fashions in dress, in the ceremonial of marriage, and in
the celebration of festivals and fairs, as well as by an in-
creasing strictness in the seclusion of women.

The most compelling claim however, of the Muslims
to our grateful remembrance is the religious ferment and
mental stir they engerdered. The Islamic sociolozical pro-
gramme, with its democratic principles and equalizing
precepts, has exercised a liberalising influence by relaxing
the rigours of the caste system. It facilitated and accel-
erated the movement for the vindication of monotheism.
It also swelled * the stream of Bhakthi which began as a
little trickle in the Vedic times and went out”, into a
mighty flood sweeping over the land. Thus Islam set the
stage for the debut of Chishti, Jilani, Pak Pattan and Na-
waz, of Kabir, Nanak, Ramanuja and Ramananda. The
increasing emphasis on monotheism, emotional worship,
self-surrender, and adoration of the teacher and in addition
to them, laxity of caste regulations and indifference towards
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mere ritual, strongly point to Islamic influence. The
conceptions were ancient, but now they became dominant.

Another consequence of lively interest and wvital
importance to modern India is the evolution of Urdu. The
imperative need for constant contact between two peoples,
who had cast their lot in the same land in perpetuity, led
to the improvisation of a mongrel language—a convenient
compromise between Hindi and Persian. Having out
grown its crudity and established its reputation as a polite
tongue, Urdu has entered the lists against Hindi in the
choice of a lingua franca for India.

Again, India owes an unredeemed debt of gratitude
to the Muslims for their development of her scientific
literature, especially astronomy and medicine. The Hindu
astronomers took from the Muslims a number of technical

terms, the Muslim calculation of latitudes and longitudes.

and various other items of the calendar; and in horoscopy
they have assimilated a whole branch which they called
Tajik. Hindu medicine borrowel from the Muslims the
knowledge of metallic acids and many processes in arto-
chemistry. The Unani system the Muslims brought in

their wake has easily found a place of honour alongside of

the indigenous Ayurvedic system.

The Muslims have made their mark on political India
as well. Many states and provinces of to day are but the spi-
ritual, if not linear, descendants of the centuries of Muslim
domination in Indla Hyderabad is still,as Dr. C. R. Reddy

felicitously put it, “the Mediaeval State, redolent of the

splendour of the Grand Mughal;” Bengal and the Punjab to-
day boast of Muslim ministries. Again, “pre-Muslim India
was feudally particularistic; each small tribe cherished its
autonomy and acknowledged grudgingly the suzerainty
of the Emperor........ Muslim dominion tended to break up
the far too many centres of independent powerjand suppress
the series of lords and chieftains who inferposed between
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“the central government and the individual and thus to

create a political uniformity and a sense of larger
allegiance. ”

A survey of these proud, unforgettable and imperi-
shable monuments of Muslim hegemony in India is, indeed,
an eye-opener. It enables us to realise the incalculable
harm inflicted on India by ignorance or perversion of
the glorious role of Islam. The Muslim might have been a
monster of cruelty; nevertheless, he was a prodigy of valour;
but, above all, he was the torch-bearer of a new culture
and of a new age. And only if the snug self-complacency
of the Hindu is shattered and the donnish timidity of the
Muhammadan overcome, only if they both come into their
“joint wealth of a common nationality,” in which
Azad gloried in his last Presidential Address, will those
would-be Pascals, who asseverate that India is but a
geographical expression, and those political clarivoyants,
who prognosticate that the communal problem is no tem-
porary distemper but an incurable stasis in the Indian body
politic, will be effectually silenced and their harsh discord
drowned in (the thrilling strains of United India’s
La Marsellaise. 5



" THE MAN WHO WRECKED A WORLD

The Present Universal Tragedy Traced to the
Evolutionary Teaching of Charles Darwin.

( By VARNER J. JOHNS)

The present world tragedy, in all its horror and
wickedness, is directly traceable to the evolutionary philo-

sophy of Charles Darwin. It is not the purpose of this

article to discuss the various aspects of this philosophy in
its effect upon the sciences, but rather to test the theory,
by its fruits. “ By their fruits ye shall know them ”’ is an
infallible test for men. What are the effects of evolution
upon the thought of the world ?  What has been its in-
fluence upon Christian civilization ?

« As he [a man] thinketh in his heart, so is he.”
Proverbs 23: 7. Likewise, as the world thinks, 'so is the
world. Sad to say, the thought of the world has been
altered, radically altered, tragically altered by this false
philosophy. Moral anarchy is the brain child of evolution.
The breakdown in respect for law and order, the destruction
of faith in the Bible, the decay of civilization, are in the
trail of this serpent philosophy. There is abundant proof
for this. ILet us examine the evidence in two phases of
human life and conduct: (1) the social, (2) the moral.

The names of Karl Heinrich Marx and Friedrich
Wilhem Nietzsche are well known in our modern world.
Their philosophies and the effect of their philosophies are
known and felt the world over. “Nietzsche was the child
of Darwin,” says Will Durent, in his “ Story of Philo-
sophy.” “Karl Marx....alone consistently introduced the
spirit of Darwinism into the study of social phenomena,”

u’
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said Morris Hillquit, former great leader of the Socialist
party. —Socialism in Theory and Practice,” page 51. What
did these children of Darwin do for our modern society ?

Nietzsche took the Darwinian doctrine of “the
survival of the fittest,” and gave it application. He glori--
fied brutality, cunning, cruelty, selfishness. The *f fittest
who survived in “the struggle for existence” were the
brutally strong, the cruel, the ruthless.

Marx carried “ the struggle for existence ” into the
field of class warfare. Bloody conflict and class struggle is
the way to progress. Said Morris Hillquit: “ The struggle
for existence is a purely individual struggle in the lowest
forms of life ; and the struggle between individuals of the:
same species predominates in these forms. But in the as-
cending scale of organic existence the struggle between in-
dividuals of the same species gradually abates, and is su-
perseded by collective struggle of such individuals. ”

This “collective struggle” is a struggle for power.
1t is basically ruthless in its methods of attaining that
power. ¢ Might makes right”’ is its dictum.

“ The dictatorship of the proletariat is nothing else-
than power based upon force and limited by nothing—by
no kind of law and by absolutely no rule.” — * Lenin’s Com-
plete Works,” Vol. 18, p. 361. “ All children should be pre-
sent at the execution, and should rejoice in the death of the-
enemies of the proletariat.” Terrorism, murder, and mas-
saere, the wolf pack co-operating in the kill, is the “ wedge
driven ih, ” whose edge, * the survival of the fittest,” was-
whetted and started in by Charles Darwin.

The effect of evolution upon the morality of the world
is even more devastating than upon its social ideas. Before
noting this effect, let us dissect the evolutionary philo--
sophy, in order that we may examine its heart. Whatis
the basic premise from which evolution develops its theories-
—* man or animal ’ ? '

4
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From a textbook on biology, I quote this startling
statement : “ With an egotism which is entirely unwar-
ranted, we are accustomed to speak of ‘man and animals, ’
whereas we ought to say ‘ man and other animals,’ for cer.
tainly man is an animal just as truly as the beast of the
field.” ‘ '

In the evolutionary classification, found in the biolo-
gical textbook, we find the following :

Kingdom : Animal

Class : Mammals,

Order : Primates (man, apes, gorilla; etc. ).

In this classification man is placed in the same
“order ” as the gorilla and the ape; and the biologist does
not hesitate to acknowledge the “ family ” resemblance.

. “We have certain family resemblances to our cousins,”
says the textbook author. And this teaching, which degra-
des man to the level of the brute, is not confined to
college textbooks. I have before me a copy of a
textbook that is used for third-standard students. By the
side of a picture of a chimpanzee are these words: You
have probably heard it said that when man first began to
live on this earth, he was very much like the wild animals,
his brothers of the forest. He was most like the very cun-
ning monkey and ape........ None knows when he came, how
he happened to get there, or where he came from. Perhaps
you yourself will sometime be able to find out........ Perhaps,
like his little brother, the ape, he used his hands....Perhaps

he used his teeth.... Probably he had a hairy skin.” - “ How
the Present Came From the Past,” Wells. The Macmillan Com-
pany.

If man is an animal, then every apostle of commu-
nism, every advocate of “ free-love-ism,” has a thesis upon
which he may rightfully defend every pernicious theory he
may advocate. And this is indeed the basis of appeal in all the
multitudinous evolutionary “isms” of today.

s
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“ We are all animals, and never can cease to be ani-
mals with not only an animal body, but with an animal
mind. "—*“The Mind in the Making,” ]dmcs Harvey Robinsen.

With all the intensity of one who defends a royal
lineage from the slurring attacks of those who would deg-
rade his name, I challenge Christians to cause to be re-
moved from schodl téxtbooksthe evolutionary elassification
of man as an animal in the “order” of the apes. Man
is no more an animal than are the angels of heaven
animals !

Man is of a different order from the apes. Man is
akin to God! Read your genealogical record, you who are
tempted to link yourselves with the beasts of the forest—
“Who was of Enos, who was of Seth, who was of Adam,
who was of God.” Luke 3 : 38.

“ God created man in His own image, in the image
of God created He him.” Genesis 1:27.

Man is a creature made in the image of his Creator.
He belongs, not to the animal world, but to another king-
dom. Even Charles Darwin admitted that: *“ Some natura-
lists....have divided the whole organic world into three king-
doms, the Human, the Animal, and the Vegetable. ”—* The
Descent of Man,” Vol I, page 179. We should do well to
stand with the God-fearing and Bible-loving naturalists,
who place man where God placed him, in a different order
from the beasts of the forest. Man links his life with God,
and his destiny with heaven. He is separated from the
animals by a vast chasm of intelligence and spiritual vision,
which makes him akin to his Maker. That chasm between
men and animals can never be bridged. Man’s spiritual
consciousness is not a development, but a gift, Animals
do not have it, cannot have it: Moreover, in outward form,
as well as in mind, man was madein God’s image. The
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writer of ¢ Patriarchs and Pro;;h'ets” has pictufed in sub-

1ime words the creation of man—
“ After the earth with its teeming animal and vege-
table life had been called into existence, man, the crowning

-work of the Creator, and the one for whom the beautiful
-earth had been fitted up, was brought upon the stage of
action. To him was given dominion over all that his eye
.could behold ; for ¢ God said : Let Us make man in Our. im-

age, after Our likeness: and let him have dominion over
....all the earth.’ So God created man in His own image ;
... male and female created He them.’ Genesis 1: 26, 27.
Here is clearly set forth the origin of the human race ; and
the divine record is so plainly stated that there is no occa-
sion for erroneous conclusions. God created man ‘in His
own image....He who set the starry worlds on high, and
tinted with delicate skill the flowers of the field, who filled
the earth and the heavens with the wonders of His power,
when He came to crown His glorious work, to place one in
the midst to stand as ruler of the fair earth, did not fail
to create a being worthy of the hand that gave him life.
The genealogy of our race, as given by inspiration, traces
back its origin, not to a line of developing germs, mollusks,
and quadrupeds, but to the great Creator. Though formed

from the dust, Adam was ‘ the son of God.’ He was placed,

as God’s representative, over the lower orders of being.
They cannot understand or acknowledge the sovereignty of
God, yet they were made capable of loving and serving man
..Man was to bear God’s image, both in outward resem-
blance and in character. Christ alone is ‘ the express im-
age’ of the father ; but man was formed in the likeness of

God... HIS mind was capable of comprehending divine
things. ” — Pages 44, 45.

No matter how degraded a man may be, the gospel
of salvation transforms him, reshapes him, into the image
of his Maker, The spiritual appeal can never reach the
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mind of a beast. Though ten millions of years were allowed

for the development, no animal or class of animals could

ever become capable of worshipping God.
The very flesh of a man is decidedly different from

-the flesh of beasts. The apostle Paul states a scientific

fact when he wrote: * All flesh is not the same flesh: but
there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts,
another of fishes, and another of birds.” I Corinthians
15'239:

In any comparison between the flesh and blood of
men and the flesh and blood of beasts, the scientist or the
criminologist, with unerring accuracy under the micro-
scope or in the test tube, can examine any submitted
specimens and say with finality, * This is man — this is
animal.”

But is there not a physical resemblance between man
and beast? Assuredly so; but this does not prove relation-
ship. Let me illustrate: The eye is a perfect organ of

~vision. The design of the photographic camera is but an

imitation of the masterpieceof divine art. Beyond the beauty
of the mechanism of the eye, there is that which trans- -
cends all human ingenuity to contrive—there is life and
intelligence. It is reasonable to suppose that the Creator,
in forming the lower forms of life, would use the eyes in
their mechanism. Man has eyes ; animals have eyes. But
the eyes of man are the windows to his soul. The mind of
a man compares the images presented to it, and forms judg-
ments, ideas, and spiritual conceptions. Through the eyes,
we gaze upward into immensity, and beyond the stars, we
see God. Not so the beasts of the forest. Their eyes are
merely organs of vision. Their minds cannot comprehend
spiritual things.

It is the arch-enemy who has invented and perpetu-
ated the degrading concept of man as an animal. With
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“man, the animal ” as their thesis, a host of modern

teachers and writers have substituted * monkey morals
for the morality of the Ten Commandments. It is no won--

der that sensuality is the sin of the age, nor that the sin
of Sodom and Gomorrah calls down the wrath of God upon

a modern world. Sigmund Freud and his disciples have
done for our world in the field of morality that which Marx
and his disciples have done in the field of sociology..
“Psycho-analysis represents but an extension of the princi--

ple of evolution.” With innuendoes and hypocritical plati-

tudes our young people are taught that to be ordered by the

Ten Commandments is to be “under the silly dominance
of static moralistic categories.” They are taught that sex
repression leads to neurosis, and that “ Christian morality
is a tyranny over nature,”

Men realize only too well that there has been “an
impoverishment of character.” They fail signally to diag-

nose the cause or to prescribe the remedy. The cause—the

evolutionary philosophy, in all its ramifications in the
thought and life of the world ; the remedy—a return to the
Book, with its moral code of Ten Commandments and its
enabling power to keep that code in the life of the Lord
Jesus Christ, The world is desperately sick. As never
before in its history it needs Jesus; and He can be found
only in a return to the Scriptures ‘of truth. They testify
of Him, point the way to him.

Away with 2 philosophy that makes man a
“brother ” to the ape, a philosophy that denies the
story of creation, and in so doing destroys the doctrine of
redemption, a philosophy that substitutes the brutality of
Nietzsche for the love of Jesus, the madness of Marx ‘for
the morality of Moses, the animalism of Darwin for the

gospel of Paul! If we seekliferather than death,immortality

rather than destruction, the Bible must be our guide.

L.
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There is a destiny for man “higher than the highest human
‘thought can reach.” We would do well to turn away from
the false and misleading light of a pseudo-science, and put
our confidence in the Word of God, which “liveth and

abideth forever.”
[THE ORIENTAL WATCHMAN & HERALD OF HEALTH, NOV. 1941.]

...“3%

‘On Murders and the Murdered.

(N.S. ANANTHA PADMANABHAN Crass. IV.)

Among the many things this world might well have

‘been without—Poison gas, safety razors, college girls, Hit-
lerism, and thelike, these shocker stories surely are the limit.
They seem to grow day by day, like mushrooms in winter,
a trend which can be attributed entirely to the scientist
who will always be inventing death-rays and other des-
tructive implements and thus ever furthering the nefarious
-ends of our villains. Not that I mean these story books
have not*got their uses. As an ideal paper-weight, yes: to
fling at a bore who would disturb your mid-day nap, the
very thing; and a few pages torn hastily may come handy
for smothering any bleating child. But as literature, for
‘story interest, ah !

One my be pardoned for thinking that these villains
one meefs with in these detective stories are a much mali-
gned lot. None of them seem to be blessed with the regu-

AN
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lar consignment of arms and limbs. He is equipped with

only one eye, two toes on the right foot, or perhaps only
three-fourths of an ear on each side. Even if by chance the
inventory is otherwise perfect there will be the nasty scar

disfiguring his face from cheek to jaw. His nationality
may be anything—an inky negrophil, a hump-backed
Maori chief, though the general preference is for China-
men with bloodshot eyes. Yet there is some hope for him.

Admittedly he is a clever and cunning fellow, with a suit--

caseful of fancy dress, a chest of tools and a moustache.
The latter appendage comes useful when carrying on re-
connoitring trips around the camp of the enemy—the dete-
ctive or the would-be-victim. A serpent or a boa constri-

ctor is also a useful addition to his outfit—especially if

it is well-trained to crawl down chimneys and glue it—

self firmly to the heroine’s neck. Indeed this creature’s par-

tiality for thisparticular person is something unaccount-
able. Yet there it is.

The readers, however, have grown wiser. They know
better than to be thrilled by mere snakes. They are sure
that some help will turn up at the last moment; or the
bodygon the bed will prove to be no heroine at all but only

a life-like dummy, placed there by that most resourceful of

chaps, the finder-out. Often it has happened that .our
ophidian friend had just that morning visited the dentist
to have his aching fangs removed. In “ Murder in Moon-
land 7 the murderer is armed with boomerangs, but they
have had their day and at the present time the géntleman

is satisfied with ordinary pistols and revolvers. Yet his.

methods are often the clumsiest. He has not, it seems, got

this elementary lesson into his nut, that the best way to

deal with an enemy would be to inject him with chloro-
form and then do him a bit of good in the occiput or the

solar plexus with a stout iron club. Instead, he would hire
a balloon and try to bomb his house from the skies. Or

LY
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send him an anonymous -letter saying that a dip in the
ocean would add to his health and then engage sharks to bite
his head off when he enters the water. The heroes and heroi-
nes inour thrillers are also very nice people and what strikes
one about them most is their obtuseness. The heroine es-
pecially seems to be created merely to provide work for the
villain. She has a particular knack to get mixed up in
imbroglios and cause the detective no end of trouble, trying
to extricate her. She is very much considerate to the
health and happiness of that fool, the hero. But it can be
carried too far. Consider the following scene.

A perfect stranger—thick lipped and no eyelashes of
course—one of the bandifti serving the opposite party _des-
cends on her flat af 12 ’o clock A. M. with a letter saying
that her lover is suddenly stricken with apoplexy and that
_nothing but her sweet ministrations would see him through,
so would she oblige? Now does she consider, reflect, that
it may be all a hoax? Oh no, she is all that a sweet angel
ought to be and so drives straight to her doom.

And what shall we say of that curious specimen, the
noser-out. He has a head plentifully supplied with the
grey matter, knows 12 languages and as many dialects,
knows something about medicine, the art of disguising him-
self, etc. ete. And when the hero comes in a flutter to seek
his aid he rises not instantly or hastens not a bit. Oh no, he
just goes on munching chocolates as before. For you must
know, he is sure to catch the felon in the end, so why
waste a®good meal.

It is accepted that every story shall have “the place
of occurrence” and also “the body.” The hero’s uncle. or
aunt generally provides the latter. It must be great fun, I
suppose, to allow yourself to be smashed up like eggs with
some blunt instrument, at least that is what these aunts
and uncles seem to think, Pages are taken up with a des-

cripton of the place where all the dirty work is started.
5
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‘Often a map is provided; with useful hints like “here body -

was found by butler”, “footprints leading to the window”,
or “ thus lay the table upturned.” And now ' statrts the
most interesting part'of the business. Hemlock Bones is
there of course with his'magnifying glass, he straight away
proceeds to the Southeastern corner, carries on some re-
-gearch work, inspecting the terrain in front of the window if

necessary. The whole affair isat once as clear to him as

crystal and he is even ready to drop the police force gath:
-ered there, some practical hints that the murderer weighed
St. 4, had an attack of the bubonic plague at the age of
thirty, had landed just that morning from America, etc.
(How on earth—? you ask, well the cigarette ash has told
him that).

Scotland Yard and the whole police set-is painted as -
a useléss excrescence. The first person the inspector -
would suspect is of course the hero for he has a sprained
ankle, and it must have come surely from the scuffle before -

the last shot was fired. Poor fool, he does not realize that
these things are not done. If the hero had done it, how

can he be the hero of the story at all? Besides if he
is sentenced and sent to quod, who isto marry the girl in-
the end ? Or if the heroes were to finish the job them--
selves what isthat villain there for. 1In fact T have

never read a single book in which the policewallahs seem
to justify their existence. And thisis what we are
paying taxes for. :

The rest is all pure routine work. The Detective has
only to proceed to Messrs. Tock and Key, sole manu-

facturers of the particular brand of boots that the fellow
wore and whieh he got from the said Messrs, on the 14th
last (again a piece of guess work from inspecting the foot-

‘prints). An exact photo-of the absconder is got, the item is
flashed throughout the land and there youare. Or if it is
a private affair he has only to tell his agent in the under-

5.
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world, Tinker, Double-eyed Donald, or whatever he is.
called, for a selemn conclave and inside the week he is
supplied' with the necessary information about the villain’s
whereabouts. Now follows the chase throughout the length
of land and here it is that we get our money’s worth in the
excitement and hair-raising episodes of the hunt. The.
master of hounds, often outwitted by the tricks of the dar-
ing desperado finds himself stuffed up in gunny bags and
flung into uncomfortable rivers and before speeding trains.
But thanks to ‘benign Providence he rises' up from his
grave and goes on trying to attach himself to the elusive
eel. And then after a run of many weeks the villain is
caught just when he is pressing ‘down"the accelerator
(Dear Ed, has it one?) of the aeroplane that would lead
him to safer climes; a grim struggle ensues in which how-
ever the detective gains the upper. The man is led back
and as an example to his erring brethren he is thrown
into the bastille there to await the King’s pleasure. Some-
times he manages to have a poisonous pill tucked up in his
necktie which would come handy just at this juncture.

There is a tendency in some of our modern novels.
to make one man play a double role—the detective-cum-
murderer; and it must be pretty interesting to watch him
shadowing and perhaps catehing himself. And it may not
be long before we come to read - books in which is proven
‘that the murderer is the reader. Yet in these stories one
can see a happy revival of the past. The old Lancelots and
distressed damsels are presented here as clever detectives
and foolish heroines and there is of course the villainish
dragon in the background.




On Rabindranath Tagore

(A. DaMoDARAN, Crass IV.)

Hero-worship as a fine art was buried with Thomas
Carlyle. ' Every semi-literate schoolboy indulges in amateur
iconoclasm, to the delight and edification of the unintellec-
tual majority. Yet, even in an age so unpropitious for the
emergence of patriarchs and prophets, some men have, by
the very vigour of their intellects and the nobility of their
character, impressed themselves on the imagination of man-
kind. Among such rare beings, Dr. Tagore holds a promi-
nent place. He had to fight superstition, ridicule and,
what is worse, indifference. Popular recognition of his great
gifts was tardy and grudgingly given. But by the time of
his death, he was universally adjudged to be one of the
most potent creative forces in contemporary literature.

Tagore’s activities ranged over a very wide field. He
attained distinction as poet, painter, novelist, philosopher,
publicist and educationist, He was a very versatile genius-
Tagore is one of the few men to whom this oft-abused word
can be accurately applied. One is almost tempted to think
he was too versatile. Would he not have heen a greater
artist, had he concentrated his gifts?

He is, of course, best known as a poet. Unfortunate-
ly, his poetry is known to most of us only in translation.
We see it stripped of all the verbal glamour which such a
musical language as the Bengali possesses. But the innate
beauty of his poetry has trickled down through the trans-
lations, especially those made by himself. Tagore’s English
style is chaste and pure. He seems to have modelled him-
self on the Authorised Version and the result is a surpris-
ing rhylefs and rhythmic prose. Hence the great popula-
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larity of his Gitanjali in the English-speaking counftries.
His lyrical dramas like Chitra and the King of the Dark Cham-
ber are deservedly famous for thelr great beauty and mysti-
cal colouring.

His short stories have appealed to a greater variety
of readers than his poetry. Here he is indubitably the
master.. His delicate sense of humour, his mastery of psy-
chological details and his restrained passion, — all are seen
to the best advantage in stories like the Cabulliwallah. 1t
may well be that posterity will judge him to be a gréater
story-teller than poet.

But Tagore was not a mere dreamer afraid of life.
He was full of the pagan lust for life and he never hesitated
to come out of the ivory tower and mingle with the common
herd. He was a true patriot but his patriotism was not
vociferous and hysterical as that of lesser men. His classic
utterances in vindication of his suffering country will ever
be remembered with gratitude by all Indians. - But Tagore
was neither a narrow-minded nationalist. He had the vision
to see that nationalism, at its best, is only a means towards
internationalism. He worked for the ideal of a Greater
India in a Greater World.

Tagore’s paintings have mystified and perplexed his
admirers. It is as yet tooearly to determine whether these
weird and bizarre drawings have any real significance;
but it is quite possible that they have anticipated future
developments in aesthetic symbolism.

Perhaps the greatest single project in which the poet
interested himself was the university which he esta-
blished in Santiniketan. If the business of education is to
fit men and women to lead beautiful lives, then Tagore has
given the best solution of the problem in this felicitous com-
bination of Plato’s Academy and Kanva’s Asrama. The

Viswabharathi is Rabindranath’s masterpiece.
The influence of Tagore on contemporary Indian lit-
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erature can hardly be overestimated.  The Tagore eult has.

caught the fancy of leading literary men in all ourlanguages,
and already a vast literature bears testimony to his enor-

mous influence. Imitation is a facile and dangerous past--

time. Tagore has suffered from the well-meant intentions
of some of his enthusiastic followers who have unconsciously
caricatured his theory of poetry. A reaction is bound to. set

in, but Tagore, we can be sure, will survive passing fashions

and vogues.

But Tagore the man was greater than any or all of

his works. He deliberately cultivated the art of living. He
cut down to the irreducible minimum all the uglinesses and
unpleasantnesses of life. He lived beautifully. Other men

have written poetry. But Tagore, in the truest sense, lived"

poetry. His life was his greatest lyric.

Tagore’s Philosophy

(. L. WARRIAR, Crass IV.)

Although the versatile genius of Tagore runsin chan--

nels innumerable, he is best known to us and to the world
at large through his genuine and profound philosophy. He
has a message to the world — a message of spirituality.

We do not find any systematic account of philosophy
interpreted by Tagore. But all his writings teem with phi-

losophic thoughts. The scope of his philesophy is universal,
“Tagore, like other regenerators of Hinduism, has freely bor- -
rowed from Christianity and Western teaching #nd has

woven these alien elements into a woof of his own faith 2
Man has a prominent place in his philosophy. ¢ Rabindra-
‘nath sings not of the cloister or the retreat, but of the open
highway and king’s Post Office””. But he has fully realised
that man’s office in this world is not merely “to eat and

drink and be merry ”, but to’know his place in the universe.

He says in his Gitanjali, “In the busy moments of the

(} A
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noontide work I am with the crowd, but on this dark lonely
day it.is only for thee that I hope”. He feels with St. Au-
gustine, “ Our heart is restless until it finds its rest in
Thee ”, And, at times, like Omar and other mystic poets of
the world, he feels the divine harmony. He utters in his

~Gitanjali: “The same stream of life that runs through my

veins night and da,y 1uns through the world and dances in
rhythmic measures ”

Though Tagore is not opposed to the empirical school
of thought; he realises a principle — a principle of all-com-

prehensive unity — which is beyond the ken of reason. The

universe of intelleet, he says in his Sadhana, “is like a .

- railway station ; but the station platform is not our home?.

Intellectual reasoning, in his opinion, is full of contradictions
and 'often it leads to results quite opposed to reality. Tagore
says, *“ The man whose acquaintance with the world does

- not lead him deeper than science leads him, will never un-

derstand what it is that the man with the spiritual vision
finds in these natural phenomena. The water does not.
merely “cleanse - his limbs, but it purifies his heart;: for it
touches his 'soul ”. Thus we ses that he stresses on the in-
tuitive Vlslon of the universe. Our harmony with the uni-
verse is achieved not thr ough our laboratory cxperiments
nor through intellectual legerdemain, but through a direct
intuitive apprehension of ourselves. * The vision of the Su-

- preme .One in our soul is a direct and immediate intuition.

not-'based ‘on ‘any ratiocination or demonstration at all”. It
is thistdireet intuitive vision of the universe that was ex-
perienced by the revered sages of the Vedas and the Upa-
nishads.and by the mystics all over the world.

At any rate, he dismisses with contempt the popular
Vedantic doctrine that the world is a Maya or illusion and.

- we are all but shadows in it: He favours the Karma-Yoga
- of Gita which says, “ The whole world rests on sacrifice. 1t

is the law of the universe ”. This principle of disinterested

Ly
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action coupled with an intense feeling of brotherhood has
expanded his soul so as to feel for the whole universe. He
says in his Sadhana: “Man’s abiding happiness is not in
getting anything, but in giving himself up to what is greater
than himself, to ideas which are larger than his individual
gelf, the idea of his country, of humanity, of God ”. To the
Indian ascetic, Rabindranath’s advice is: ¢ Come out of thy
meditations and leave aside thy flowers and incense ! What
harm is there if thy clothes are tattered and stained ? Meet
him and stand by him in toil and in sweat of thy word”,
But he is also equally vehement against those who make
action their supreme goal. He adopts a middle course
where both action and contemplation constitute a harmoni-

ous whole.
Himself being an artist, he realises the function of

art. He knows fully well that art is only a means and not
an end in itself. It is only a means for the realisation of
the Infinite. Art can also be equally misused. When he
hears a melodious and soul-stirring song or sees the face of
a beautiful girl, it is neither the romantic fever nor the
sensuous passion that is sought for by Tagore, but a spiri-
tual expression in them.

Last, but not least, Tagore is not a pessimist — a
term unjustly applied to Indian philosophers by some west-
ern critics. Like the Vedic and Upanishadic seers of ancient
India he is a thorough-going optimist. Of course, pain
creeps into his heart when he sees the injustice and contra-
dictions of the world ; but he finds a way of esca?pe from
these trammels. “ In pain is symbolised the infinite pos-
sibility of perfection, the eternal unfolding of joy ”. Thus
the revered poet and philosopher, Rabindranath Tagore,
who fulfilled his precept that * our existence is meaningless
if we never can expect to realise the highest perfection that

there is” stands as a beacon light to the years and gener-
ations that are yet to come.

(’,}



- CHAGRIN

(R. SuBraEMANYAN, I T. C.)

It was 8 o’ clock in the morning. The Cochin Ex-
press was steaming into Shoranur Junction, puffing and
hissing as if tired of the long journey. A head was seen
peeping out of each of the windows of a particular third
class compartment, They belonged to a party of students
from Madras going to Ernakulam.

Mrz. Raju, who appeared to be the leader of the party,
shouted out, “ Mind you, you have a big crowd on the plat-

form. See that youdon't allow anybody in. Gopal, be

you there at the last window; Venu, be at the central one;
and you, Govind, at that doorway, while I shall manage

this one”. At this peremptory order, they at once placed

themselves at the allotted places, each with a lighted ciga-
rette in his hand and blowing such dense clouds of smoke
out of the mouth as to make one think that the carriage
was on fire. These young moderns of the Presidency Col-
lege had deposited themselves and their belongings in a
large compartment long before the train was scheduled to
leave the Central Station. Possession being the nine points
of law, they had, by the arts known only to our student
population, managed successfully to keep out everyone at-
tempting to get in, all the way from Madras.

The pulling up of the train at the platform was the
signal for the bustle and confusion that is the usual feature
at all big railway stations. There arose in the air the loud
voices of the vendors of coffee, tea and edibles, the full-thro-
ated shouts of hawkers selling toys and all sorts of knick-
knacks and the shouts of the fruit-sellers and newspaper
boys. Mingled with these were the noisy altercations bet-
ween those who had entrenched themselves in the carriages

6
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and those who wanted to establish their right of entry into
them. Here and there one could see the hurried exit from
the carriages of the ubiquitous ticketless traveller, the
speed of his exit being often accelerated by the caresses of
the booted leg of the ticket-examiner.

When the bustle and confusion had somewhat sub-
sided, our young friends relaxed their vigilance at the doors
and windows of the carriage and surveyed the platform.
Their eyes caught sight of two incongruous figures stand-
ing a few yards away, opposite their compartment. One of
them was an old haggard-looking lady of about three score
and ten, and the other was a young lady of sweet seven-
teen. The old lady was carrying a small bedding and a
kooja while the damsel was holding a small box. Appar-
ently, they had come to board the train; and were waiting
for the rush to subside, feeling that they were not equal to
a tussle at the carriage door. The charming beauty and the
bewitching smile of the young lady must have made the
hearts of Mr. Raju and his companions jump into their
mouths. But it is certain that they jumped out of the
carriage and went forward to have a closerview of the pair,
Mr. Raju leading and the others following at a respectable
distance. Recollections of the adventures of the Knights
of the Round Table — which would not have come to them
even by great effort at the examination hall—rushed to
their minds and each wanted to play the gallant knight to
the beautiful Eve of the platform. Approaching the pair,
Raju went up tothe old lady and said, “Why, Grandmamma,
why are you standing here? I guess that you are not
able to get any space in the train. You are, of course,
too old to force yourself into a crowd. Thereis plenty
of space in our compartment. You can come and
comfortably take your seat there.”

All the while, Raju’s voice was directed to the old
lady, but his mischievous eyes were turned towards the

LN
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young lady. His followers, immediately understanding the
purpose of their leader’s mission to the old lady, were re-
joicing at the idea of having a young and beautiful lady in
their company during the journey. Gopal immediately
took hold of the bedding and very politely placed it in.
Govind took the kooja from the old lady and placed it
within. Venu took the suitcase from the young lady and
placed it on the rack. Madhavan quickly cleaned a seat
not minding even his towel getting dirty. Our gallant
knights, then, very politely showed them into the carriage.
Immediately, Raju spread out his bedding and asked both
of them to be seated on it. Gopal bought some oranges
and handed them over to the lady. Venu bought some
grapes and placed them near her and very politely asked
her to take some of the fruit. Govind bought a copy of the
latest issue of the © Illustrated Weekly of India” and the
« Punch ”. In short Raju and his company began to pro-
vide them with all sorts of conveniences and comforts, some
of which the lady herself would not have wished for. They
were all thrilling with joy at the idea of the ““lady Queen”
journeying with them. Sita—they had discovered that to
be her name from the conversation between herself and the
old lady—being a product of co-education, accepted ali the
comforts and conveniences provided, with an arch smile.
She then told them, “1 am highly indebted to you for all
vour kindness. I don’t know if I can adequately repay
this kindness ”.

A% this, the gallant gentlemen felt themselves lifted
up to the seventh heaven of bliss.

The fair lady was pleasantly chatting with our
young friends when the first bell rang. Sita immediately

- got up and, turning to the old lady, said “ Grandma, it is
- time for the departure of the train. I am getting down. I
' wish you a comfortable journey. Please write to me as
. soon as'you reach Trichur ”. So saying, she got down from
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the train and quietly walked off, turning back once to throw
a mischievous smile on her bewildered admirers. When
the train steamed out with the old lady for their com-

panion, what a sight it was to look at the foolish expres-
sion on their faces !

2 3§

The Late Prince Rama Varma
Appan Tampuran

(A TRIBUTE)

(T. RAMATINGOM PILLAI, M. A)

The sad news of the demise of Prince Rama Varma
-Appan Tampuran of Cochin was broken to me by a friend
on the morning of Saturday last. Shocking as the intel-
ligence was, it was not thoroughly unexpected; for, about
two weeks ago from that date, Dr. I.. A. Ravi Varma had
showed me a letter from Mr. Attur Krishna Pisharody in
which was described in detail the indisposition of the great
Savani. Dr. Ravi Varma proposed to go to Trichur to see
the Prince, and I was to have accompanied him to pay my
respects to the veteran scholar-prince. From Mr. Pisha-
rody’s letter we gathered that the prince was sinking., But
I could not bring myself to believe that the end was so
near. The inevitable has, however, happened; and no
one could be sadder than myself. [ had the proud privilege
of having been an honoured guest of the Prince at his re-
sidence, the Ayyanthole Palace in Trichur, on more than
two occasions, and of having come in close contact with him.
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The first time I happened to see him was at the
Sahitya Parishat held in Trichur, where every delegate be
he prince or peasant, scholar or ignoramus, Brahmin or
Ullada, Hindu or Christian, was treated as the personal
guest of the Tampuran. Each felt there that he was quite
at home, or more than at home. The chief host, Prince
Appan Tampuran, was found anywhere and everywhere,
at the platform, at the guests’ room, at the dining hall and
at the reception Pandal. Even the minutest details of the

‘various items of business could not escape his attention.

His large eyes full of light were ever vigilant—day in, day
out, not only during the Parishat Weelk but during some
weeks, both before and after the conference. He was acti-
vity incarnate. Work, work alone, seemed to be his pabulum.
He appeared to have been cut out for work—not only
mental, but also physical. The agility with which he moved,
showed that nature had deliberately endowed him with a
thin frame for that purpose. But it is said he never had a
superabundance of health. On account of this, he had to
abandon a brilliant - acadamic career by stopping short,
while in the B. A. Class. _
To see this Prince was to love him and to revere him.
He was simple, perhaps almost to a fault, not only in his
habits but even in his very looks. There was nothing osten-

tatious or awe-inspiring about him. He would never pu't
on airs. His innate simplicity and love of humanity endear-
-ed him to every on-looker. A prince of the bluest blood, in

him there was nothing usually associated with royalty,
except his scholarship. As a man, he was the very pink of
perfection. He was every inch a gentleman. He treated
the high and the low alike. His sympathy for the humble
common people was not superficial and artificial ; 1t was
deep-rooted and natural. His courtesy was not a cloak to
cover a haughty temperament. There was in him no sup-

-erciliousness to be supposed or concealed. His vVery voice
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was courteous and melodious. He was a highly noble soul
born to command and control, not, by threat or oppression,
but by love and sympathy.

His love of the mother-tongue was tantamount to a
passion. He sacrificed himself at the altar of Kairalii His
is a name to conjure with in literary circles. As a writer
of sweet, simple, idiomatic Malayalam prose, he has stood
all alone, unique, incomparable, He is an acknowledged
master of Malayalam style. His Bhaskara Menon and Bhoota
Rayar are.two masterpiecesin Malayalam that will survive
the wreck of time and the waters of oblivion. Great as he
is, as a prose-writer in Malayalam, he is no mean poet in
that tongue. It is not perhaps very widely known that, as
a writer of English prose, he is far above our so-called
master-stylists, most of whom cannot write irreproachable
language. The congratulatory message he sent me, on the
receipt of the last instalment of my humble book on Mala-
yalam Phrases and Idioms, called by him a “herculean
work ”, is an inimitable type of his English. It is couched
in language which any first-rate Professor of English may
be justly proud to command. He was a scholar among
princes and a prince among scholars. As a man and as a
scholar he surpassed his contemporaries, and was an ex-
emplar unto all who came in contact with him.

Though practically it was as a stranger that I ap-
proached him with the request to honour my Malayala
Shailee Nikhandu—Part I with a brief introduction from his
eloquent pen, most gladly and readily he acceded to it. He
was the great scholar who had confributed the brilliant
introduction to Prof. A. R. Raja Raja Varma’s Sabhitya
Sahyam, the well-known vade mecum of prose writers in
Malayalam.

Imitation is the highest form of compliment.” Some
claim to have almost life-long friendship with him, and yet
they do not seem to have been influenced by the noble ex-
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ample of his love of simplicity and hatred of pomp. Despite
their intimate contact with that great soul, some of his
literary friends cannot change their skin. Now that God
has been pleased to call him back - to his reward we will
pray for his eternal rest, and also express our humble
thanks to the Almighty for having spared him on earth at
least up till now.

THE AVENGER

(C. S, Sapasivan, Cl. IV.)

The big limousine was tearing along the tarred
roads at sixty miles an hour! Close on its heels came the
Grey Panther with Brampton the Detective Inspector and
his dear friend Hastings of the C. I. D! The speedometer
of the Panther first ran up to seventy-five, then slowly came
down to seventy and then stood steady at sixty. They
could not see the occupant of the first car and knew only
that the occupant cr occupants were criminals and were
escaping or rather trying to escape from the law. They
had only one thought, one ideain their minds ; to catch the
criminal or criminals.

Who ever the driver was of the limousine, beyond
doubtte was an expert. The detective’s car missed a taxi
by an inch ! and a lamp post by a hair’s breadth! and how
they escaped a lorry goodness alone knew! Suddenly, with-

' out any warning the limousine came to a standstill. The

driver of the detectives’ car was frightened, terrified, mad

_ at seeing the dead mass just before the radiator of his own
~machine. He jammed down the break with sucha terrible

force, rather due to fear than of presence of mind, that the
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break rod gave way. There was a terrific crash! Boom !
The Gray Panther came to a standstill throwing the dete--
ctives on their faces violently. The driver had swooned!.
They tried to get out, but the door was jammed. After five
minutes of incessant toil they managed to get out and
rushed simultaneously to the mysterious car! But what
they saw there sent an electric shock through them!

There was the driver in the car, bent over the wheel

" stone-dead. All his face was cut up with the shattered glass
of the wind-screen. But his face was all white and his strong
jaws set as a steel trap. But this did not shock them for
they had seen so many dead people who had died in a thous-
and and one ways. There was a neat hole in the
neck bored by a bullet fired at close range. But of the killer
there was no sign. The mysterious occupant of the car,
the mysterious killer , had still mysteriously disappeared !
Disappeared as it were, into thin air!! It was impossible
for the driver to kill himself. Driving at such pace he could
not kill himself, and why had he so suddenly stopped ? They
were sure he was shot when he had stopped the car. But
who killed him ? Who was the murderer ? And still more
important where was he ? or she? The accident had taken
place in the middle of the road, and they had not seen any--
body getting out of the car. Then where was the killer ?

It was this question which baffled the detectives,
There was no sign of the mysterious killer but they were
ready to swear, take every oath, that there had been another
oceupant in the car who had killed the peaceful Banker at
Hampstead and then again killed the unknown driver:
They had read of the Invisible Man of Wells; but was it
possible that the mysterious occupant was invisible ? But
if he was invisible, where was thejweapon? There was no
sign of it in the neighbourhood at all! They were unable
to believe in an invisible gun also. The mysterious killer
had completely disappeared!!!
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They made a thorough search of the premises and
there was no sign. They searched the driver and found his
licence book; they discovered that he was an ordinary taxi
driver, whose car was found, the "next day, deserted near
Hampstead. Brampton gave a visible start when he saw a
piece of paper wedged in the driver’s seat. In it was written
in glittering red letters AVENGER!!! He took it to the
light and drew from his pocket-book another piece of paper
of the same dimensions and compared it with the former.
They were identical! But there was a purple stain in if,
the blood of the dead Banker to whose coat this was pin-
ned! The AVENGER had struck! struck twice ! !

By this time Hastings had put an emergency call to
the nearest Police Station and the Police emergency corps
had come with an ambulance van. The diseased driver was
removed to the hospital for post-mortem and the necessary
photos were taken. The two detectives went to their
lodgings in a police car. The cars were left there with a
watch.

_ In his cosy room, Brampton ventured an explana-
tion. “You see, I received a letter yesterday telling me
that the Banker would be killed at such and such an hour;
and the mysterious writer had challenged me to catch him.
It was signed the AVENGER. First I thought it was all
a joke, and a bad joke at it. If I had taken it seriously, I

could have sent an army to protect the poor Banker. But,

you see, I didn’t take it seriously. But about five minutes
to ten, I received an anonymous telephone message, from
the AVENGER himself. ‘The AVENGER never jokes. I
will kill the Banker at ten!” So I ordered the car to verify
this, and if possible to save the poor fellow; and you just
hopped in handily. The rest you know”.

They had rushed with all speed to the Banker's
house. When they reached the house they heard a distant
tower-clock climing the hour Ten. Both of them rushed

N ;
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to the front door. The bell was rung furiously and a fright-
ened butler had opened the door. ¢ Where is your master”?
Both of them enquired at the same time. * In his rooms, up-
stairs, Sir, " the perturbed butler blurted out. They rushed
to the room and what they saw there froze their blood.
There on the couch lay the body of the unfortunate Banker
with a tiny red stream oozing from his breast! He
was shot through the heart! The room reeked of powder
and there was no sign of the weapon or of the killer, The
safe at one corner stood open empty! If there had been
anything there, it had been taken away by the killer. They
were sure that there was something ! Something very valu-
able to the killer. One of the windows stood open and they
knew how the killer had escaped. Then they heard the
whirring of the powerful engine of a car being started and
80 they had rushed out in pursuit of the blood maniac.
% X ; X

Mrs. Millicent was sitting in her exquisitely furnished
bed-room. A novel lay on her lap. She was in one of her
dreamy moods. Suddenly she was roused from her reverie
by the ringing of the telephone. She didn’t care for it at
first, but it still rang. She went up to it and took the re-
geiver ‘“Hallol ... Is it ‘you “dear s siians well !
............ yes............ 1shall wait for you,” and hung up.

Fifteen minutes had passed. She had fallen again
into her contemplative mood. There was a tap! tap! tap!
at her door. Jumping out of the chair, she rushed to the
door and opened it. A well dressed young man entered the
room and locked the door behind him. They went into the
room and sat side by side on the couch. She gave him a
glass of whisky and soda. He finished it slowly and lit one
of his favourite Virginian cigarettes. ¢ Where have you
been all the while ” ? asked the lady. *“To Hell!” was the
lacoric reply and he laughed the sweet ringing laugh
of the hen-pecked husband. “ You know, Adela ! dear! where
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I have been and why do you ask ” ?

“O! I know where you have been and I want to
know the details. If it pleases you, you will tell me !

“You know, darling ! There is no secret between us .

She lit a cigarette and leaned back on the couch.
“Come on! Out with it dear !

“1 left you at fifteen minutes to ten and took $he
car. On the way I put an anonymous call thro” to My,
Brampton, telling him that I was going to do what I had
promised .

“ That was vain conceit on your part, Mill | What is
the use of warning the cops ?”

“You! please don’t interrupt me ”, There wasa soft
murmur from the girl.

“I went there at one minute to ten. The Banker
was in his rooms. First he didn’t recognize me. But when
he came to know it was me, he went gray with fear. He of-
fered me this—and he threw a big attache case on the table—
to spare his life. You know, I had vowed to kill him and
the AVENGER never breaks his word. So I took the bribe
from him. Then there was a sudden ringing of the front-
door bell and I knew I had to be quick or caught. So I let
him have it. The cops did not hear the . soft plop of the
silenced gun and I escaped thro’ the window, My car
was parked in the road in front of the next house and I
wanted a driver in case of pursuit. A taxi came on happily
and I agked the help of the driver to start my car. The two
pound notes thrust into his palm were too much for him
and he got into the car. I was already in the back-seat
and with the help of the gun I made him drive the machine
like blazes. But for him I would not have been here now.
The cops had seen my car, or rather I think, heard it and
they followed in pursuit. My driver at the point of the
gun raced along like hell and I will never forget the mad
drive. We had not gone five minutes before my car sud-
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denly came to a stand-still. I thought 1 was caught and I
lugged him. Then came the terrific crash of the other cay
bumping into us. This deadened the noise of the explosion
of my gun. I had to be quick. I opened the trap-door on the
floor-board, slipped down to the road and closed it. I went
under my car and then under the other one and escaped out
into the road behind the police car. I ran for my life and
the confounded detectives did not hear the pad ! pad ! pad!
of my running feet- I turned the first corner and did not
wait to look for what happened to my car or to the others.
‘Whether they went to Hell or Heaven it is nothing to me.
I went to the first telephone booth and phoned you. And
now I am here!”

“You blundering jackass you have destroyed my car”.

“ Never mind! I can buy for you half a dozen ones
like that with what is there in the attache case”.

“What have got there? A few papers, I suppose ".

“Yes,dear! It is stuffed to choking with paper,
paper notes ! notes for ten-hundred-thousand pounds!”

“Yes! you have done it and there ends the matter,
let us go to bed ”.

“No! dear, I am going to give to the driver’s family
ten-thousand pounds as compensation for what I have done.
You see ! the AVENGER never forgets those who havg
done him a service”.

e % X =

The next day Inspector Brampton received another
message from the AVENGER. When he had finished it,
Hastings came in with his usual swinging gait. * What
 the hell have you got there, Bram !

“Oh! nothing like the hell I had ‘received before.
“Read for yourself .

The C. I. D. man took the piece of paper and this
was what met his eyes. ‘*‘Dear Brampton, please don’t
blame yourself. 1 had vowed to kill the Banker rat, be-
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cause he had double-crossed me. I never forget those who

offend me. You need not waste your time and energy go-

ing in search of me. By the time you get this I will be on
my way to the continent. Henceforward you will never

hear of me again, My alias is for ever cast away. Iam-

going to be a good citizen. Mind you! I never joke and
never, never, break my word. So farewell ”. It was signed.

THE AVENGER.

HOSTEL REPORTS

ST. MARY'S HOSTEL, TRICHUR.

St. Mary’s — another new year. Father Warden had

to say many ‘I regrets’ to many a fresh application. There
are many freshers too. Any way the hostel is full —if is

overflowing too — the alarm has been raised for more

¢ lebensraum’ and we hope that more space would be I'OVl-
p
ded soon.

There are 49 members. Life has begun with the usual .

hum. Our companions Raman, Jove and Kitty are a,lso
here. We are all under the common umbrella of our war-

den. Raman as smart as he is, after a lonely and solitary =~
life of three months, greeted us with his teeth; he was quite

happy to hear the periodical ‘tang’, ‘tang’ of the bell.
Many of us are familiar to him — to others he is a little
indifferent.

The mess is common with the usual specials and

dishes on Sundays. Our Inachu is here. He has been,

given a promotion from serving water to serve rice. It
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seems that the Warden is bent upon making the hostel a
“socialist ’ organisation. 1f this continues it is to be fea-
red that at a future date the hostellers will have to pay
nothing for their stay in the hostel. * Dig for self-suffici-
ency  is his aim, and daily our tables and dishes are laden
with home-grown vegetables. No wonder, Mr. Parambil
Lonappan who presided over our last annual meeting, envied
us and held us as a model to other hostels in India. Now
we have ample and sometimes even surplus stocks of Ven-
daka, payar, omaka, cholam, mathanga and cheera. Mr.
Thadavanal, hem! he is taking undue advantage of our garden.
Besides the ration he gets in the mess, he is seen every
morning plucking infant vendakas and payar, telling others
that these contain phosphates and A to Z vitamins. He
must be prevented from doing this. If no action is taken
a “ blitz Satyagraha ” will be launched under Ka-ka-ka Aliyan
who claims to be an expert in this method. The forwarders
and the Sikhs go to,the mess with the route song, ¢ It is a
long long way to the refectory’, in imitation of the Yanks.
But they forget that they are marching tothe call of the bell
to fulfil not any other duties but to fill up their tummies.
We play badminton, tennikoit; we have rings too.
The ring is generally monopolised by Aliyan and-Aliyan
Bros. The great Mesmerist Pallithanam is an expert on
the rings. He promised to perform some mesmeristic feats
on them. But it was abandoned due to the unexpected
German attack on Russia. This year saw the coming of a
few new indoor games. They are the ping pong, carroms,
and the Dominos—these are gifts by our warden to the hostel.
Our thanks to the Warden! Johnny Kutty Aliyan thought
Ping Pong was the name of a Chinese General directing a
powerful Chinese division against the Japanese hordes in
China. If somebody from out side were to visit us in the
evening he would be amazed to see this hostel as busy as a
beehive. Members wait in queues to play these games,
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Some would be busy with Badminton and Tennikoit while a

few would seem to rack their brains with the Dominos and
carroms and others with ping pong. Our request to provide
us with a basket-ball court is still pending. We hope we
would get it by next term.

Our comrades in the Thope belittled our fighting
capacity — they thought we were only “little ones ”. Their
agents gave a wrong report of our fighting quality. After
a hasty conference their generals sent an ultimatum
challenging us for a “volley ball war”. We tock up the
challenge. We knew well our capacity. We went to
their fields, and, Gosh! what a crushing victory it was. The
enemy was smashed, he was driven terror-stricken and
dispersed in confusion. The enemy thought of a ‘walk
over. ' But the “Blitz’ was on our side. The * Victory
Appam’ the enemy had made to celebrate the expected
victory was eaten in the forest, while a few were given to
the crows and dogs in desperation. Some of their soldiers
wanted toperform a ‘Hai-kiri’ by over-eating. But the

timely intervention of their captain prevented a catastro-

phe. Since then the Thopians hide their face whenever
they see a proud victor of St. Mary’s. But we, the victors
have not lost the peace. We have won that too. Well done
soldiers of the Thopian front! Bravo! Thumbs up boys, let
us sing “There will always be a St. Mary's” and “St.
Mary’s Uber alles ”. Such is the tale of a magnificent battle
between St. Mary’s and Thope. Thank you members of the
Volley team and all who encouraged us on the occasion.
We celebrated the Patron Saint’s day of our Princi-
pal in whose honour we arranged a grand party. Bad wea-
ther made us to hold the party inside. Constantine, T. K.
Louis, and Cyriac Nidiri spoke on the occasion. The Princi-
pal replied suitably. We are grateful, he accepted our
humble invitation in spite of heavy work connected with the
College extension and other academical duties. He came
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on his way to Madras. We are afraid whether he did full
justice to the various items served in the party.

The Pauls of the hostel gave us a ‘mass’ party jointly
on their Patron Saint’s day. Though it was disappointing,
vet it was something with their beans, and the hostel tea;
we are glad they were profited.

Our library—we have ample reading materials. We
are getting one English newspaper and another Malayalam
daily. The Malayalam paper, the Deepam is given free to
the hostel through the Librarian from the proprietors of
the paper. Many thanks for their generosity. By special
arrangement with the Public Library we get many foreign
periodicals and books too. We are grateful to Mr. Narayana-
swami for his help in the arrangement.

The freshers, as usual, had their interesting experi-
ence. One comrade went to a local theatre on the day of
his arrival to see ‘Tata’s Hamam’. He saw the soap adver-
tisement with the girl displayed magnificently in front of
the theatre. He took it for a cinema advertisement. But
he came off sadly after witnessing a “mighty mythological
Tamil puranic’.

Another comrade wrote to his father not to send
any more counterfeit coins through M. O.

The debating club is not revived yet. Some wanted
its early revival. It is doubtful whether it would survive
“again.
% Among other things, we have as ‘members of the
hoste] one as a speaker, another as the basket-ball captain,
while some others are represented in the various counclls
and association committees.

Oh! the examinations—afterwards one full month’s
holidays! We will tell more about our. life in our next
report—for the moment good-bye. 2
St. Mary’s Hostel, _ T. K. Louis, Class IV,
925th August *41, } Monitor.
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THE ST. THOMAS’® HOSTEL, THOPE.

Within a week of the re-opening the Hostel was
packed to its capacity and with the strength of forty-five
we are perfectly at home in ‘Thope’, breathing its pure and
rural atmosphere, enjoying the peace and calm of a Santi-
nikethan.

But this calm and peace which is our heritage was
rudely shaken at the very beginnig of the year. A mourn-
ful calamity befell one of the most brilliant and enterpris-
ing of our inmates, K. A. Korath of the ITI U. C. As the
mess-monitor and hall monitor he had just time to arouse
in us high expectations, when on the sixth day of his hostel
life he was called to pay his debt to Mother Nature, by be-
ing accidentally drowned in the flooded tank. After a long
and wearied search his body was recovered and after being
duly certified by the police authorities it was immediately
taken to his paternal home at Cherai, several of his Hostel
friends forming the cortege. May his soul rest in peace !

Our hostel provides many facilities to cultivate the
literary and histrionic talents of the inmates. Our Literary
Union began to function in right earnest from the very first
week of the re-opening. The inaugural address was deli-
vered by Mr. Velayudhan Nair M. A., then principal of the
National Tutorial College, Trichur. The learned lecturer
spoke at great length on ‘Shut your Shakespeare and open

your Shaw’, perhaps a very dubious counsel. Through the

unstintéd efforts.of our energetic secretary Mr. V. T. Ma-
thew, our Union activities are being carried on efficiently
and systematically.

Mens sana in corpore sano — is our motto. We are,
therefore, taking a very keen interest in our athletic acti-
vities. We play field games, such as Football, Volley, Bat-
niihﬁon and Tennikoit. The marked progress of our athletic
activities is largely due to the extraordinary ability of ouyp
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General Captain, Mr. P. J. Xavier. We hope to give a good
account of ourselves at the next College sports.

We are not only men of this world but we also seek
the kingdom of God ! It is really a blessing for us to pos-
sess a beautiful chapel, which inspires the heart and
raises it heavenwards. Mere Sunday Catholics—we are not.
We have recently organized a Choir under the guidance
of Pro. J Pettah M. A., and it is proving to be more and
- more successful and particularly beneficial when we cele-
brate special feasts in the year. The 13th of August the feast
of St. John Berchmans was one such occasion. As the feast
of the Patron Saint of the Principal, it was a gala day for
us. We are leading a pleasant and studious life under the
paternal care of our beloved warden, to whom we owe all
that we have achieved.

V. Rajayyah, IV U. C,,

General Monitor.

S CeccaSI»



Report of the College Union
FOR

the First Term.

To begin with, mention must be made of the judicious
distribution this year of our extra-carricular activities
among the English, Malayalam, Sanskrit, History and
Science Associations. The congestion that had so long
acted as a dead-weight has thus been considerably relieved.

Chiefly instrumental for this reform is the Principal
himself, who remains the President of the Union. .Messrs
P. 8. Venkiteswaran, M. A. and V. Achuthan N air, M. Aae
have been nominated as Vice-Presidents. The following
were elected as student representative:—

TN b1 B
gedcF. Paul (English) M. Raghava Menon .
2. V. A. Sreedharan (Malayalam) P. J. Joseph
3. V. Balakrishnan (Sanskrit) K. Balakrishnan
4. K. Ramunni Menon (History) P. I Cherian
5. P. A. Prabhakaran (Science) M. Kumaran
11 U. C. I .6
R. Constantine (English) M. A. Thomas
T. P. Thimothy (Malayalam) K. T. Devassy
T. K. Krishnan (Sanskrit). K. Raghava Marar *

T. S. Venkateswaran (History) M. J. Mathéw
K. Krishna Menon (Science) K. J. Pagl

e ©0 58

Our activities began early with the election of Messrs
R. Constantine, M. Raghavan and M. Kumaran as student-

chairmen, Mr. K. Ramunni Menon as Secretary, Mr. T. P.
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Thimothy as Assistant Secretary and Messrs M. Raghava

Menon, V. A. Sreedharan, V. Balakrishnan, P. I. Cherian
and P. A. Prabhakaran as Secretaries of the English, Mala-

yalam, Sanskrit and Science Associations respectively.

The inaugural address was delivered on the 5th July,

by Prof. V. Venkataraman of the Victoria College, Palghat.
t was a spirited and inspiring speech. He appealed to the
students to maintain the glorious traditions of their Alma

Mater, to co-operate heartily with the staff and to cultivate
discipline and loyalty.

On the 10th an extraordinary meeting was sumimon-

ed to present a valedictory address to Mr. A. V. Sebastian
on the eve of his retirement after 21 years of meritorious
+ gervice as Malayalam lecturer. His Lordship the Bishop
of Trichur presided. After the garlanding, the Principal
spoke extolling his services and Messrs P. A. Nambudiripad,
R. R. Thirupad, V. V. Abdulla, P. K. Kumaran, P. A. Pra-
- bhakaran and K. Balakrishnan read Mangala slokas, regret-
~ ting his departure. In a voice quivering with emotion and in
a language, simple as it was mellifluous, Mr. Edamaram,
the ‘grand old man’ of the College, replied to the laudatory
address and expressed profound gratitude for the touching
~ reception accorded to him.

The first ordinary debate in English was conducted
on the 18th when Mr. K. Sivaraman of III U. C. moved that
“Tn the interests of India, the Indian National Congress

‘must resume Office”’. Mr. P. K. Prabhakaran of the Senior
Intermediate Class led the opposition and Mr. P. S. Venki-
teswaran, M. A., Vice-President, acted as the speaker. The
proposition was defeated. . ‘

The next debate (in Malayalam) was held on the 1st

August. Mr. K. 8. Kumaran Nambudiripad (II U. C)) tabled

52 )
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—

a proposition to the effect: “@n®esom osiqssaime Goisomlod
alam i lageavmo - eaigalonee af)00aio 0GR | H2W 20530 @R

acloyase’”  Mr. K. P, Vasudevan (IV U. C.) opposed the
proposition in a laconic speech. Mr. R. Constantine was

-in the chair. The resolution was passed.

On the 8th August, a condolence meeting was con-
vened to record the profound grief of the students and staff
of the St. Thomas’s on the sad demise of Dr, Rabindra Nath
Tagore. Rt. Rev. Mgr. John Palocaren M. A, presided
Messrs P. P. Nambudiripad, P. K Kumaran and P. R. Pee-

‘thambaran read condolence slokas and Messrs George Paul

and P. K. Venkiteswaran poems. Moving the condolence
resolition, Chevalier C. J. Varkey, M. A. paid a glowing
tribute to the monumental services rendered by “ this peer-
less gem in our national treasury”. The most mystic of poets
and the most poetic of mystics, the Ambassador of Indian

culture, who sought to translate the ideal

East is East

West is West;
East plus West

Is much the Best—

into practice, the Poet-Founder of the International Insti-
tution of Viswa-Bharathi who made no bones of his revul-
sion towards the present system of education, he was also
a patriot of the first order, who had thrilled Bengal and
electrified India in the stormy days of the Anti-Partition
Agitation by his impassioned eloquence and who from his
death-bed gave concentrated utterance to the deep anguish
of the suffering Indian nation. In his peroration the Cheva-
lier dealt with the international cult, of which Tagore was
the High Priest, and which visualised all nations as but
so many links in the girdle of the Mother Earth.
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On the 12th August a special meeting was arranged
to felicitate the Principal on the eve of his Patron Saint’s
Day. Messrs K. Sankaran, P. J. Cherian, P. K. Kumaran
and George Paul recited poems—Malayalam and English.
On behalf of the students Messrs F. S. Manavalan and P. K.
Thomas spoke, testifying to the gratitude and admiration
of the students for his paternal solicitude and generosity.
The staff was represented by Mr, P. S. Venketeswaran
M. A., who pointed out how the Principal had so thorough-
ly and completely identified himself with the institution,
which was a standing monument to his patience, industry
and zeal, that to divorce them even in conception was as
utterly impossible as to stage Hamlet without the Prince
of Denmark. He concluded solemnly with the quaint old
wish: “May your elbow gain more srtength and your shadow
never grow less”. The Principal replied suitably. The
meeting dispersed amid cheers led by Mr. K. Ramunm
Menon, the Secretary.
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