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FOREWORD

Between the Houses of the two Catholic Arch-
bishops there stands in Broadway, Ernakulam, a sto-
reyed building bearing the inscription, M. C. Y. L.
Up a flight of stairs one enters the ‘Honore Hall’
decorated with a single life-like portrait in oils of the
“Papg of the Ma/ayav]gg_y” bending'affectiona’tely :and
benignantly, but in full contemplation, as it were, of
the future of the M. C. Y. L. That building stands
for the late Rev. Fr. D. Honore’s work of the last two
decades of his life ip the cause of the young men of
Kerala. The transformation of the Malabar Catholic
Students’ Conference into the Students’ League, and
later, its consolidation into the Malabar Catholic
Youth League, with a triple programme of actwmes

Fide, Studio, et Labore, and a fixed constitution em-

bodying and anticipating the Papal ideas of Catholic
Action, was a triumph of organisation which none
other than Fr. Honore could have achieved.

The League which he founded, had at onetime
its centres established throughout Malabar and in all
educational institutions outside, attended by Catholic
Malayalees in sufficient numbrs.  The membership
tose to several thousands; bulletins were issued in
English and Malayalam; and the League entered the
field of publication of Catholic literature in Malayalam.
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The revered Father toured the country and raised
the funds for buildingsthe House at Ernakulam. Soon,
however, evil days fell upon the League, followed by
periods of lethargy; but despite its many vicissitudes,
it has refused to become moribund. The League
lives, though nominally and without the healthy
robustness expected of it, and the seventh anniversary
of its first Permanent President’s demise finds the
League in preparation for the celebration of its Silver
Jubilee. Twenty-five years in the life-time of any As-
sociation in Malabar is no small record; and if the
M. C. Y. L. is singularly fortunate in surviving the
ills of childhood and the risks of youth, it is because
it has had the good fortune to be organised and
directed by the genius of an Honore.

St. Francis Xavier, the true Apostle of India, was
.the first Jesuit, whose labours in Malabar led to the
reorganisation and strengthening of the Church. He
sleéps, in defiance to the doubting Thomases and per-
haps neglected by many he served, along the same
coast in Goa. Rev. Father D. Honore, the second
Jesuit Apostle, still lives in the hearts of Catholic Ma-
labar. His memory shall not die; and his work deser-
ves to live, because it bears the unmistakable stamp
of his personality, and is inspired by the eternal veri-
ties of the Catholic Church. Father Honore’s unique
position in the Univesity of Madras and his achievé-
ments in the field of Science have entitled him to an
academic immortality. But his constructive work in
the spiritual field, and especially his selfless devotion
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to the Catholic Youth, carries sufficient inspirtion, to
revivify and rekindle the sparks of active Catholicity
amongst the young men he loved and lived for.

This biographical sketch of the Rev. Father
Honore, the first to be attempted, has, in its way, dis-
charged the debt of Catholic Malabar to the late Rev.
Father. Mr. M. O. Joseph was intimately associated
with the M. C. Y. L. and has rendered yeoman service»
literary and otherwise, to its cause. He is thus eminently
qualified to undertake this biograplly, and if its publi-
cation would help to revitalise the dormant spirit of
the M. C. Y. L., it shall have done the best service to
the Church in Malabar. I would most heartily recom-
mend the book to all fellow-workers in the cause of
the VLo Y. L.

Maharaja’s College, } G. F. PAPALL
Ernakulam, June 14, 1041. M. A., Ph. D. (Lond.)
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