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FOREWORD '433 .

e

It is a source of sincere pleasure to met «L

C

with this book of Mr. Kunjukrishna Pillai, which deals ?the
lives and life work of the author’s grandfatér and father, I am
also sensible of the honour of being called upon to write this
foreword, with regard to a book, intended to commemorate, not
only one who was patronised by that patron of arts and literature
Swathi Thirunal of revered memory but an equally eminent son
of his, who during the early stages of his education claimed my
grandfather the late Mr. Shungarasubier, as one of his tutors.

~ Pandit Sankarnath, more widely known as Sankaranatha
Jotsiar, seems to have been one endowed with deep learning and
culture, not uncommon during the time during which he lived.
But what differentiated him from compeers of his generations was
the enterprising spirit he displayed to a congpicuous degree.
Sankarnath found his way to the court of the great Ranjit Singh,
where he lived for the space of 9 years. During the reign of
Swathi Thirunal the astrologer Pandit came to Travancore where
the great Maharaja, a keen judge of men, appraised his true
worth and made him judge of Sadir Court, the predecessor of the
present High Court, After a long spell of office here, Sankarnath
went back to the Punjab. When the Punja® was torn by Civil
strife Sankarnath came back to Travancore and accepted the office -
“of Fotizadari Commissioner conferred on him by the Sovereign,
He is said to have died in 1034 during his 69th year,

During his life-time Sankartiath became famous both for
his great proficieney in astrology and for his literary attainments.

The author %as done well to cull out some of the main
anecdotes which have come to be associated with this great man.
Nothing serves to show the trne mettle of a man better th’a:\am
repartees on occasions and the author has succeeded in giving to
the readers a true pi(:ture of this remarkable man of the generation-
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Sankarnath’s son, Attukal Sankara Pillai, the father of
the author bad the good fortume of inheriting his father's deep
eruditlon and culture, Begivning life as 2 humble clerk in the
Huzeor, as many other Travancoreans of his time did, he soon
secured official preferment. He occupied the post of Head
Translator of the Sadar Court and then became Distriot Munsiff
in which capacity he retired. He seems to have acquired a literary
taste even early in his life and the Pallikket ceremony of 1034
offered an opportunity for the early manifestation of his poetical
talents, as he composed * Kalyana Satakam’ ‘in honour of the
occasion. The then reigning Sovereign commissioned him with
the preparation of a book dealing with the principles of Hindu
Law for the use of students preparing for the Special Test Exa-
mination. I have glanced through this book and I own that I have

" been very much impressed with the masterly, but succinct manner
in which the whole thing has been dealt with for the benefit of the
students. Sankara Pillal did not allow his literary talents to rust.
He published several other works in prose and verse which have
been referred to by the author. I perused some of the writings.
of Mr, Sankara Pillai. In their sweet melody, in their elegant and
simple diction and in their elevated sentiment some of his verses
are equal to some of the best poems in Sanskrit {iterature.

It is really a service which the author has rendered in
publishing this book and thus making available to the public the
life bistory of two eminent men, one who adopted Travancore as
his native land and the other a Travauncorean, A foreword like the
portico before the house should be intended only to catch, but not
detain the attention of those who desire to read the book. Without
therefore dilatifg further, I commend the book to the discerning
reading public here and else rhere, '

K, E;nkarnsubha. Iyer.

Trivandrum, }
- 1-9-1116,
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