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FOREWORD.

T"HE memory of my first acquaintance wish His
L Grace, Arch-bishop Benziger I keep in my mind
as a precious freasure.

The great prelate had already retired to the monaste

of Carmel Hill in Trivandrum when I first landed in
Quilon; and I was told that he had done this in the same
way he did all things, that is to say thoroughly. There was
no half-way measures with him; he thought that “what is
worth doing, is worth doing well”, and having come to the
conclusion that the time had now arrived for him to give
up his life-long work and think of his own soul he decided
to do it completely. So strict was his retirement that it was
said he would receive no visits at the Carmel Hill
Monastery. :

Yet, though 1 have never suffered excessively from the
desire to meet great men, I was very anxious to meet His
Grace Mgr. Benziger. Because, apart from the fact that
he was a great Bishop, and had filled the whole of India
with the fame of hisable administration of his diocese, and
won the admiration and affection of all his diocesans; apart
from the fact that his name was on the lips of every one
when I first came to Quilon, I felt it my duty to visi? him
at least to make an attempt at it. Because the initiative of
opening a Friary in Quilon-came from him: he it was who
invited the Superior of the Friars Minor Capuchins in
India to establish a house in his diocese, and 1n order to
hurry up the business, met the Minister General of the
‘Order in Rome. He had prepared everything for our com-
ing, when he retired, and now as the Guardian of the Fri-
ary which owed its existence fo him, I thought it was my
duty to go personally and offer him our respectful thanks.

While on my way to Carmel Hill, I was busy with

the thought of how I could possibly be admitted to see the

‘man who so energetically refused to be seen. 1 was still
revolving this thought in my mind when I pulled the bell

at the door of the Monastery. A Friar answered the call,



i

an old friar clothed in brown just like all Friars: a white
beard adorned his thin face: which was lighted up by two:
bright eves that seémed to scrutinize you at a glance.
“Praised be Jesus Christ, Brother Porter”, said I, “I have
come to request an extraordinary favour”.——*“And that is?”—
#Well, I am anxious to meet His Grace Mgr. Benziger.”—
“And may I know the purpose of your visit”, asked the old
friar with a smile. “Oh, *I answered, “it will not be long;
I just wished foexpress to him the gratitude and respect of the
Capuchins in Quilon”.-“And then, what else?”’—“That will
be all,” I pleaded; “and you can see that it will not be a
great disturbance to his solitary life”—Well then,” said the
old friar, and his smile broadened and became paternal,
and the light of his eyes became still brighter, as he spoke
slowly and distinetly, and his slender figure seemed 5o grow
higher and taller until T felt insignificant beside it; “Well
~ then”, he said, “you have done all your work; you have
 seen the man you wished to see and told him all you wish-
ed to say”. The old Friar was none else than Archbishop
Benziger who was on his way to the convent of the Holy
Cross Sisters where he was the ordinary confessor for many
years; he was just at the door when I happened to ring the
bell and all the conversation was already finished when

| the door-keeper, the actual one, arrived on the spot.

This memory is like a freasure in my mind, and the
vivid narrative of Mr. John has quickened up the remem-
brance of it.

I wish every one who knows Malayalam could read
this excellent biography of a really great Bishop. If you
have had the happiness to know His Grace it will place be-
fore you once again the features of his strong personality;
if you have not known him, it will make him known to
you, and the gain will be yours. In any case, the reading.
will be as pleasant and refreshing as was my first meeting
with His Grace Mgr. Benziger.

Very Rev. Fr. Urban, O.F. M. Cap,,
Commissary General,

Quilon.
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