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BROADCAST TALK ON TRAVANCORE

[Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar gave the following broad-- -;‘

cast talk on Travancore from Bombay Radio on the 27th
September 1936, ]

Isolated by the towering mass of, the Western
Ghats, hidden away in a confusion of bays and
ereeks, hills, dense forests and groves of cocoanut
palm and situate in the southernmost corner of
India, Travancore has mnot, till recently, attracted
the attention that it deserves by reason of itfs
wonderful and varied scenery and its cultural
and political individuality; but thanks to the ener-
getic and progressive policy of the present Ruler,
attention is being more and more focussed on the
State and inereasing numbers of tourists testify
to its appeal.

There is not much difference in area between
Baroda and Travancore, but Travancore has more
than double the population of Baroda and about
o0 per cent. more by way of population than either
Kashmir or Gwalior, and yet the average annual
revenue of Gwalior, Kashmir, Baroda and T'ravan-
core are roughly the same. Mysore is about 25
per cent. more populous than Travancore and its
revenue 40 per cent. more. Comparing these fig-
ures, it is easily perceived that the subjects of
MTravancore are much more lightly taxed than those
of many of the other great Indian States.
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Broadcast talk on Travancore

The great density of the population of Travan-
core will be appreciated by realising that out of
7,700 sq. miles, about half the area is covered by
forests or backwater. The congestion of popula-
tion, it has been argued, is a handicap; but, on the
other hand, it must be remembered that the people
are traditionally industrious, and have a great
aptitude for arts and crafts and are, from the
highest to the lowest, very simple in their habits.
In spite of the present depression, the various
industries connected with cocoanut are still one
of the main sources of agricultural wealth, but
other crops of an important character are pepper
and ginger, arecanut, jack-fruit and tapioca as
well as pineapple and other fruits the possibilities .
of which have to be adequately explored. There
is also a great future for sugarcane. Travancore
is one of the most important units on the Indian
Continent in the matter of rubber and tea pro-
duction. Various cottage industries- have, for
centuries, obtained a firm foothold in the country
and cotton weaving and coir making, wood and
ivory carving, screwpine work and carpentry are
well known for their artistic excellence throughout
the world, and during recent years, the enter-
prising fisher community has, under the far-sighted
supervision of philanthropic agencies, developed
the laee industry which has aequired a name for
delicacy and durability. The kaolin deposits of
Travancore ave some of the finest in existence,
and it is hoped that the making of china-clay and
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porcelain products will soon be one of the recog-
nised and prosperous industries.

The forest -resources comprise big blocks of
timber trees like teak, blackwood and ebony, and
sandalwood and eardamom are some of the varie-
ties of indigenous produects of the country. In
addition, there is an almost unlimited extent of
soft-wood and reeds that can vield an abundance of
pulp whose uses in the matter of the manufacture
of paper and cardboard and various other modern
industrial - produets like artificial silk are being
widely recognised. From the hilly nature of the
country and the dense vegetation that encompasses
it and the very heavy rainfall, the arable area is
confined to terraces along the valleys, some irri-
gated portions in the south and the reclamations
from the backwaters in the morth. The forests,
in faet, cover a third of the whole area.

One of the special features of the country is
the series of wide backwaters which form the
cheapest possible route for traffic from Cochin to
Trivandrum. There are navigable canals along
the entire littoral and innumerable streams and
rivers flowing westward to the sea. Properly
dredged and deepened, these waterways will be
many times cheaper than any rail or road trans-
port, especially for heavy traffic and if motor tugs
are introduced, Travancore need not suffer from
comparison with any modern State in the matter
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of transport facilities. Kven at present, out of
the total trade, 26 per cent. is carried by sea and
45 per cent. by backwater.

The fisheries of Travancore are already an
item of econsidérable importance and the export
of fish and fish products amounts in value to about
25 lakhs, and a well directed extension of the
existing programme for the education of fishermen
and the spread of co-operation amongst them can
easily lead to the rapid expansion of the industry.
Poultry-farming and especially bee-keeping in the
State have attracted outside attention and Marthan-
dam which carries on an intensive programme of
rural reconstruction is one of the recognised centres
of all-India importance.

. So far, I have been dealing with the question
of the natural resources of the State; but what
might have been an obstacle to industrial progress
is the fact that, although there are big deposits of
monozite, ilmenite and graphite and certain other
minerals, there is little or no coal and mineral
oil obtainable within the State. There is, however,
ample compensation for this disadvantage in the
existence of a number of sources of easily available
hydro-electric power; and the Pallivasal Hydro--
electric Scheme initiated by the present Maharaja,
which will be in full operation before long is expect-
ed to result in the inauguration of industrial projects
like bleaching, paper and rubber factories and of a
number of textile and other industries, big and
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small, which would become paying propositions
if cheap power became available.

It is well known that Travancore is a parti-
cipant in the Cochin Harbour Scheme and has other
ports of her own; and the future of Travancore is,
in faet, bound up with its trade and commerce the
total value of which is over 16 crores per year.
It must not be forgotten that judging by recorded
history, for over 2000 years some of the ports
in Travancore have had dealings with commercial
nations of the fast and the West, beginning with
China to whom she perhaps owes some of her
architectural practices and fishing appurtenances
and coming down to the great European trading
corporations with one of whom, the English Fast
India Company, she entered into an unshaken poli-
tical alliance over a hundred and fifty years ago.

Far outweighing even the value of the natural
resources of the country, imposing as they are, are
the character and the potentialities of the people of
the land. Thanks to a century old system of
liberal State encouragement, and owing to the fact
that the State spends over 20 per cent. of its reve-
nues on education, and thanks also to the non-
existence of the purdah system and the absolute
equality of status between men and women in
the political, social and educational spheres, Tra-
vancore admittedly stands in the forefront in the
matter not only of men’s but of women’s education.
The State possesses eight colleges affiliated to the
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Madras University. Not less than 13 per cent. of
the population arc attending schools in Travancore
and there is a school for every two square miles in
the State. These figures are so much higher than
those of any part of British India that there is
really no comparison between the progress of edu-
cation in Travancore and even progressive Indian
Provinces.

The spread of literacy in the country will be
best realised when it is pointed out that there are
nearly 120 periodicals and newspapers published
within the State in English and Malayalam.

The rapid growth of education and the desire
of girls as well as boys to attain economic inde-
pendence have, however, led to a phenomenal in-
crease in middle class unemployment both amongst
men and women, and recent social legislation in
the State has led, by inevitable processes, to a
fragmentation of holdings. The result is that, much
more acutely than in almost any part of British
India, there is prevalent a keen economic struggle
and competition amongst the educated group.
Travancore may not have suffered from famine,
but on the other hand, it is not a land of capitalists
but of peasant proprietors, small industrialists and
tradesmen who have been very hard hit by the
present agricultural depression and set-back in
the export trade in cocoanut products as well as in
pepper and other spices and the slump in rubber,
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What is needed to enable Travancore to make the
utmost use of her opportunities is an overhauling
of the system of education and a carefully designed
economic planning which will, without reproducing
the evil effects of the factory system, industrialise
the State and not only give secondary occupa-
tions to the families of land-holders and agricul-
turists but also open fresh and useful careers to
“ the middle class unemployed. His Highness the
present Maharaja who belongs to one of the oldest
Ruling Houses in India does not propose to rest on
his historie laurels but has determined to put Tra-
vancore in its proper place on the Indian map, and
he has the great advantage of ruling over a people
who possess great cultural and artistic fraditions,
whose intelleetual standards are very high and
whose enterprise is proverbial. The subjects of
Travancore are to be found oceupying good positions
in various spheres all over India and in many other
countries.

Travancore - instituted a Legislative Couneil
nearly fifty years ago and His Highness initiated
four years ago a Bicameral Legislature in which
both men and women take part and which possesses
a very large budgetary control and extensive powers
of discussion and interpellations. The franchise
has recently been lowered and adjusted so as to
enable all communities to be represented in the
Legislature. He has also instituted a Public
Service Commission to deal with the question of
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recruitment to the Public Services with a view 1o
cqualising opportunities for all aspirants. Fortu-
nately, the standards of education are so high in
the State that this can be done without lowering
efficiency.

The tradition of religious toleration is one of
the glories of the State, and Muslims and Christians
belonging to dozens of sects have found uminter-
rupted hospitality and encouragement during many
centuries, and it would be true to say that there is
no part of India and very few parts of the world
where there are more temples, churches and other
places of worship to the square mile than in
- Travancore.

The eredit of the State is very high in the money
market as was evidenced by the striking success
of the recent loan of fifty lakhs for hydro-electric
purposes which was subseribed more than five times
over in a few minutes after the opening of the
subgeription list. Apart from productive assets,
the State possesses ample reserves in the shape of
fluid securities. It is noticeable that a very small
amount (less than five per cent. of the revenues)

is taken by His Highness and His Family for their
privy purse.

]:[!ut man does not live by bread alone, and I
cannot conclude without adverting to the ereditable
literary and poetical output in Malayalam which
is a very apt instrument for the expression of
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humour and irony as well as of graver moods and
without referring to the widespread musical talent
in fostering which the members of the Royal Family
have, for generations, taken an active personal-
part, one Maharaja (Swathi Thirunal) being, in
fact, a renowned poet and composer respected
_wherever musie is honoured in the south of India.
By starting the Palace and State Art Galleries,
by the help given to the rediscovery and preservation
of old frescoes and other art treasures of the past
and by their trained appreciation of musie, the
present Ruler and his mother have begun what it
is hoped will be a true cultural renaissance.




10 SPEECHES OF SACHIVOTTAMA

SPEECH AT THE SECRETARIAT ON
THE OCCASION OF TAKING
CHARGE AS DEWAN

[Sir C. P. Ramaswami Ajyar took charge of the Dewan-
ship of Travancore on the morning of the 8th October 1936.

The Neet or Commission over the Sign Manual appoint-
ing him Dewan was read to him at Kaudiar Palace and then
at Chokkatta Mandapam, in the Fort Palace sccording to
the Travancore custom.

Later, Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar arrived at the
Huzur Secretariat. He was received at the entrance ny
Rao Bahadur Dr. N, Kunjan Pillai, Chief Secretary to Gov-
ernment and led to the Dewan’s room. Dr, Kunjan Plllai
on behalf of the Secretariat welcomed the new Dewan.

He sald: “The news, Sir, of your appointment was
received with universal joy throughout the State. The Press
acclaimed it with approbation and the people received it
‘with genuine satisfaction. Travancore feels proud and
honoured to be under the guidancs of a statesman of such
great experience and she should congratulate herself and also
congratulate you on the appointment you have now
accepted,

**Your relation with Travancore i8 well nigh a quarter
of a century old and after the accession of the present Maha-
raja to the gadi you were intimately connected with His
Highness as his Legal and Constitutional Adviser, in which
capacity you rendered services to the State which will be
remembered with gratitude by all loyal subjects.  In several
fields of activity Travancore holds the front rank among the
States and Provinceés in Indla, particularly in the field of
education, But, Travancore still lags behind in certain
other activities such as commerce and industries, It i



SIR C. P. RAMASWAMI AIYAR 11

Speech on taking charge as Dewan

highly gratifying that you have realised the pressing needs
of this country as was evidenced from your broadcast speech
on Travancors,

“It is our earnest hope and our sincere prayer that
before you lay down the reins of office you would be enabled
to implement your ideas about unemployment relief and the
improvement of the economic condition of the people.

‘% At this juncture when India is on the threshold
of momentous rveforms and Indian India and British
India are likely to be merged into a common body, sooner
or later, we require a statesman of your capacity, experience
and foresight to help and guide us and enable Travancore to
oceupy her position in New Indis. The task that is now
before you is not easy, but I may assure you on behalf of
my colleagues and myself, that in the execution of that
tagk you can depend on the loyal and whole-hearted co-
operation of the people of Travancore,'’]

Replying, Sir C. P. Ramaswami Alyar said as
follosw : —

Dr. Kunjan Pillai and friends,—It has given
me most genuine pleasure to receive the welcome
- that on behalf of your colleagues and subordinates
and yourself you have extended to me so generously
and so felicitously. You have spoken of the con-
fidence placed in me by the Maharaja; you have
adverted to what you have ecalled the sacrifices
made by me. I trust that the State will not con-
sider or reflect for a moment on any sueh sacri-
fices, for I hold that it was my simple and elemen-

tary duty to His Highness. Therefore, when at

81
OCTOBER
1936.
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this juncture His Highness called upon me to
shoulder the responsibility as his chief executive
officer I accepted the offer with readiness and
willingness.

The problems facing Travancore are many and
important. We have social, economic, federal and
constitutional questions before us and in tackling
them the best results could be achieved only if the
whole country acted in unison. And for that the
whole-hearted, co-ordinated and unanimous support
of all the communities and all classes of the country
is a Sine qua non.

I may tell you at once that during the last 30
or 35 years, I have been a hard worker myself. I
am afraid I shall sometimes be a hard taskmaster.
But I do know, from my experience, of the ability
~and adaptability of the people of Travancore, and
I am confident that they will rise equal to the
occasion.

I have held throughout my official career that
almost on a level with corruption and injustice,
delay is detrimental to. the public interests and
it has been my ideal never to allow the delay of files.

In the confident hope that I shall deserve the
confidence and maintain the trust of persons belong-
ing to all communities. and in the hope that I shall
justify the confidence reposed in me by His Highness
the Maharaja I have accepted this appointment
in the spirit in which it was offered.

-
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REPLY TO THE ADDRESS OF WELCOME

PRESENTED ON BEHALF OF THE

PEOPLE OF TRAVANCORE AT THE

VICTORIA JUBILEE TOWN HALL,
2 TRIVANDRUM

[On the evening of the 9th October 1936, Sir C. P. Rama-
swami Aiyar, Dewan, was presentod with an address of
welcome on behalf of the people of Travancore at the
Victoria Jubilee Town Hall, Trivandrum. The address
which was read by Dr. K. T. Mathew, referred to Sir
C. P. Ramaswam! Aiyar’s long and intimate connection
with Travancore and assured him that in solving the diverse
problems of the State, he would have the full and hearty
co-operation of His Highness the Maharaja’s subjects. ]

The Dewan made the following reply : —

Ladies and Gentlemen,—1To Mr. Mathew, my old
friend and to the organisers of this meeting my fer-
vent thanks are due. I am saying this not in a spirit

~of conventional reply to a conventional address.

I may assure you that T am speaking from the ful-
ness of my heart when I say that I am overwhelmed
with the spontaneity of the welcome which has been
accorded to me by all classes and communities in
the State. You, Sir, in the address which you have
read on behalf of the organisers of this meeting
have adverted to what vou have been pleased
to term my past achievements and services.
Neither now nor on any future oceasion shall 1
recall those past services and the work which it

91H
OCTOBER
1936,
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Reply to the Address of Welcome by the
People of Travancore

has been my privilege or rather my opportunity
to do. The past can well look after itself and I
regard my past services, such as they are, as only
giving me that equipment and that outlook which,
I trust, will be beneficial for the purpose of carry-
ing out the ideals of His Highness the Maharaja.
Theréfore, Sir, while T appreciate the warmth of
your statements, I do not propose to deal with what
I have been able to do elsewhere.

‘What I propose to tell you to-day, the few
remarks which I wish you will permit me to make,
will relate to the future. His Highness honoured
me some weeks ago by asking me to be his Minister,
at this juncture. There are many reasons which
made it imperative on me to accede to the demand
made by His Highness. My personal loyalty to
His Highness and his Royal House and my devotion
and attachment to the State made it a simple and
elementary duty for me to accept the responsibility
which I have been called upon to shoulder. And
I trust I shall not get any special eredit for it.

You have referred to the ideals of His Highness.
I have watched His Highness grow up from boy-
hood to youth, and from youth to early manhood.
I have seen the unfolding of his sentiments and
aspirations and I have watched his ideais growing
from more to more and frem greater to greater.
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Reply to the Address of Welcome by the
People of Travancore

I can assure you, from intimate personal acquain-
tance and knowledge gained at close quarters in
difficult and trying situations, that His Highness
has only one object before him, and that is the
creation of harmony and cohesion within the State
and the promotion of the prestige and reputation
of the State in the eyes of India and of the world.
Internal prosperity and that harmony between all
classes and communities without which plans for
bringing about prosperity could not be adequately
and securely implemented, and external glory—
these are his ideals. And, if, at the end of my term
of office, it could be said of me that I translated a
fraction of those ideals into action, that as in the
past, so in the future, I did not allow any bias in
favour of or against any class or community to
influence my works, that I strove to make for the
economic and social betterment of the State, and
that T discharged the trust that had been reposed
in me even to a small extent, then would be the
oceasion to deserve your tribute. But, at present,
T trust, people will withhold judgment.

The address has referred to many things. It
has referred to the problem of Federation confront-
ing Travancore. But no less urgent and not less
important than those problems are the internal
problems of the State. In order to play your part
worthily, adequately and fittingly in this State
you must act as one man. Otherwise, like a house
divided against itself, we shall not be able to pull



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































