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i Prof. P. Sankaran Nambiyar, M. A.,
: (In the *“Cochin Argus’)

/ - Mr. T. K. Krishna Menon's pilgrimage to places of
teligious and historical interest in North India has resulted
in the addition of a fascinating little volume to the Literature

’ . of Travel in Malayalam which is now comparatively very
meagre. He has given us a vivid and inspiring description ‘
of the far-famed cities of Upper India, and the charms,
natural and man-made, associated with them. While
invariably giving them the praise that is their due, he never

_ allows himself to be carried off his feet by any ebullition of

%  enthusiasm for mere novelty. The book is rich in observa-

“tions and comments on men and things which unmistakably
bear out the author's balanced mind and mature judgement.

3 Wherever he roams, whatever he sees, Mr. Krishna Menon

: remains an essentially patriotic Malayalee, imbued with
.exemplary pride and passion for the glories of Kerala. He

_ never fajls to impress upon his readers' the desirability of
emulating the various institutions of social, literary and
scientific value that he has had occasion to visit, but he has

the courage of conviction to declare unhesitatingly that, for

the sheer virtue of promoting spiritual excellence, the neat

and elegant temples of Kerala still stand unparalelled, while

5 their counterpart elsewhere betray a deplorable decadence’

i ‘characteristic of a materialistic age. 5

4 At the sight of localities and institutions of historical or

" puranic interests, the scholarly pilgrim feels a natural heart-

~ throb which finds vent in the wealth of literary reminiscences

embellishing almost every page of the book. Iis interest

has been further diversified by the introduction of apt stories

supplied by the tradition and folklore centering round th

. scenes described. Above all, the author has taken care t

~_ embody in the book many valuable suggestions of practical-
utility for the help and guidance of pilgrims, especially




the places where callous robbers masquerade in the quise
- of cicerones, taxidrivers, beggars and priests! The whole
' Is written In easy, effortless and elegant language, which
‘has a plain, unadorned beauty about it as expression coming
straight from the heart,—a language such as ensures the
perusal of the complete volume at a single setting. One
_eannot, however, help remarking that the printing and get-
up of the book leave room for improvement, consistent with
the guality of its contents, and that the addition of a sketch-

ap of the places of pilgrimage, together with blocks of
some of the most important places and institutions describ-

d, would have manifestly enchanced the attractiveness and
usefulness of the publication.

- Prof. L. V. Ramaswamy Iyer, M. A, B. L, L. T.,
(In the Madras " Educational Review”)

. Mr. Tottakkat Kunhi Krishna Menon, the doyen among
erala antiquarians and scholars today, has recorded in
is book his impressions of an All-India pilgrimage which
undertook recently. As Mr. Krishna Menon is not a
rrow sectarian, his pilgrimage was at once religious and ;
ultural. - The itinerary included not only well-known
gious centres but also places of historical and cultural
terest. In simple and forcible language, Mr. Menon
scounts impressions, gives counsel and recalls hoary
ditions. The book is a reflex of Mr. Krishna Menon’s
erable personality, his piety, his scholarship, his passion

1 general and that of Kerala in particular. The paucity of\
avel books in modern Malayalam literature makes Mr.
enon's brochure doubly welcome.

history and his deep reverence for the culture of India »
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(Eriend! let others boast their treasure
Mine's a stock of pure love’s pleasure
Safely cared for every part

‘Neath that trust lock my heart

Safe from other women’s peeping o
_ Eor the key’s in my own keeping ‘ e
Day'by day it grows a little
- Never loses e’en a little , :

‘But through life will ever go o E e o
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