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Honour to Travancore

The Garrison Parade Ground at Pangode was

the scene of an impressive ceremony on Thursday §

November 21st, 1946, when a Saluting Gun was
presented to His Highnerss the Maharajah by Major
General Wade on behalf of-His Excellency, the Com- ¢
mander-in—-Chief in India, Sir Claude Auchinleck, ” in
commemoration of the viciorious comradeship in arms §
of the State Forces in alliance with:His Majesty's forces
in the last world war” The Gun wﬂl be cherished as
a historic symbol of the sacrifices -and contributions of i
Travancore towards world peace, and as-a memento’of
the honourable part played by the Travancore's Forces
in the battle-fields of the world-

In further recognition of the contribution made §
by the State to-Allied Victory especially in the Eastern §
theatre Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten, Supreme {8
Commander, South-East Asia, has presented His High- ¢)
ness the Maharaja with a Japanese Officer's sword-

) This sword is kept in Renga Vilasom Palace Art \
Gallery.
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EDITORIAL

PEACE is the hungry call of famished mankind today.
Peace is seemingly harder to win than war. A year has gone by
since ihostilities ended, and time is not yet for human society
to come to normalcy. Instead, a new wave of unrest and mutual
distrust is overwhelming the world. ~This phase of human acti-
vity is perhaps an inevitable sequence to a total war. The
difficulties of procurement and ever increasing inflation have
produced acute economic distress inall homes, Communalism,
which is a relic of medievalism, is showing its ugly head up in
several places. The cult of violence is preached and practised
openly even in this ancient land of ours, which has always stood
in the vanguard of nonviolence and peace- The youth is now, as
ever, the despair and the hope at once of the nation. Being in the
most impressionable period of their life the impulses of progressive
movements and current sentiments sway their minds quickly and:

/ :
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to such an extent as to confound and depress the elders. But
once the wave sweeps off the essential calmness of disciplined
youth asserts itself. The youth has always stood for progressive
humanism and therein lies the hope of the future.

Our College, having on its rolls 1675 young boys and girls
between the ages of 13 and 20 drawn from all parts of the State,
provides a faithful barometer of the youth’s temper in the State.
During the year under review, our barometer recorded high
pressure on some occasions whenever a fresh crisis developed in
all-India politics or in the student world. [t is a matter for con-
gratulation for the students and staff of this college, that these
moments of excitement have so far passed off peacefully unmarred
by unseemly incidents ot the type witnessed elsewhere.

A feature of the college lite during the past year was its
round of social activities. The College Day was celebrated on the
Oth and the 10th February 1946 amidst scenes of great hilarity
and juvenile enthusiasm. The several societies of the College

worked actively and provided a forum for mutual cohtacts, asso-
ciations and discussicns.

Our Felicitations.

We offer our most loyal greetings to our beloved Maha=
raja on the conferment on him of the title of Major General by
His Majesty, the King Emperor.

It is with sincere joy that we offer our hearty congratula-
tion to Mr. H. C. Papworth, the Pro-Vice-Chancellor, on the
award of the Maharaja’s Medal to him on the occasion of the Birth
day celebrations of the year., We also congratulate our distin-
guished Old Boy, Rajyasevapraveena Dr. K. P. P. Menon who

was awarded the degree of Doctor of Science honoris causa by
the University at the last convocation. :

Retirements and Appointments.

Prof. K., R. Krishna Iyer retired from service as Head of
the Department of Chemistry in July 1946, after thirty-four years
of service. The present popularity of chemistry in the College
owes not a little to his abiding interest in and powers of exposition
of his subject. Mr. Krishna Iyer has been appoirted special
ais
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Officer of the Model Salt Factory and his place as the Head of
the Department of Chemistry is filled by Dr. A. Narayanan Potti.
We wish both of them every success in their new posts of
responsibility.

Mr., P. K, Krishna Pillai, M. A., Professor of Physics,
has been appointed Special Officer. of Educational Reforms.
Dr. P. P. Pillai, Lecturer in Chemistry, left the College in Febru-
ary last on his being appointed as Pharmaceutical Chemist in the
Laboratory of the Scientific and Industrial Research of the
Government of India. To both of them we offer our sincere
congratulations. '

Our bereavements.

It is with a sense of deep sorrow we record the death
after a short illness of Mr. Eapen Ittyerah, Senior Lecturer in
Zoology, on 6-1-1946. Mr. Ittyerah was gentle and pious and was
loved and respected by his students. His loss is deeply bemoaned
by one and all. We also express our sorrow at the death of
Padmanabha Kaimal and Miss. T. Parukutty Amma, students
of the B. Sc. Chemistry Classand V. K, Syed Muhamed of B. Sc.
Physics Class during the past year.

Convocation.

The eighth Convocation of the University was held on Wednes=
day the 23rd Oct. 1946. The University College may reasonably
be proud of the fact that the vast majority of students who took
the degrees and won the prizes and medals belonged to her. Sir
C. V. Raman delivered the Convocation address: We wish to
emphasise the following words uttered by him in the course of his
exhortation to the youth: “We have in India—and not the
least in this part of India—a vast reservoir of high-grade human
talent, What is needed is to harness and encourage it and this
encouragement must be based ultimately” on the self-confidence,
fearless courage, energy, and endeavour of our young University
men. I would ask them to receive from me the message, courage,
fearlessness and hope for the future.”



SAKTIBHADRA

BY

Prof. M. R. Balakrishna Warrier, M. A.

‘The name of Saktibhadra stands first among the dramatists
of Kerala. He is entitled to this premier place in the galaxy of
Kerala dramatists both by antiquity and by the unsurpassed ex—
cellence of workmanship. The legitimate inference from the
observation of the actress in the Prologue is that he was the first
Sanskrit dramatist of South India, a claim that will be acceded
to by every student of the play. In intellectual vigour, keen
insight into character and consummate mastery of dramatic
technique, he is second only to Kalidasa.

1. Life.

Very little is known about the life of this great dramatist
of Kerala. Tradition represents him as a member of the Kotu-
mon Swaroopam, an aristocratic. Malayali Brahmin family at
Mannadi in the Kunnathur Taluq of the Travancore Staté. This
ancient family was of comparative affluence and enjoyed for a
long time the right of management or Samudaya Sthanam in the
famous temple at Thiruvarppu, in the Kottayam Taluq, The
family became extinct only  towards the close of the eighteenth
century. The last member of this Swaroopam, Saktibhadran
Savitri Antarjanam, for want of an issue, made over all the pos-
sessions of this family by a gift deed to the family of the Vanji-
puzha chief at Mannadi. - The Granthavari of the Thiruvarppu
temple testifies to the exercise of this right of management by the
family of Saktibhadra till it was transferred to the Vanjipuzha
chief. The name ‘Saktibhadra’ was the permanent prefix to the
name of every member, male or female, of this noble tamily, The
statement of the commentator of Ascarya Chudamoni, thke poet's
only surviving play, also strengthens the assumption that Sakti=
bhadra was not the baptismal name of the dramatist,
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II. Disciple of Sankara.

The incidents in Saktibhadra’s life are still shrouded in
mystery. Tradition is persistent on the fact of the poet having
been a disciple of the great Sankara. It is said that Sankara once
came to Chenganore, where the dramatist’s family had a residence
and some property attached to it- The poet in the hope of getting
the approval of the great Vedanta teacher read to him the whole
of Ascarya Chudamoni. But the great sage who was then under
a vow of silence, did not express any opinion on it. The poet dis-
appointed at what he conceived to be amounting to a disapproval
by the mastermind, threw the play into the flames. When Sankara
came again to Chenganore in the course of his peregrinations, he
expressed a great desire to interview the poet whom «he styled as
Bhuvanabhuti, in analogy to Bhavabhutic This title was con-
terred on him by the eminent philosopher in remembrance of this
exquisite eXpression which occurs in a verse of the play. Sakti-
bhadra then informed the great Sankara that he had committed
to the flames the play that could not secure his approval when
read out to him. Sankara comforted him by reciting the whole
play from his prodigious memory and thus saved it from utter
extinction.” If any credence can be put in this tradition, Sakti-
bhadra may be considered to have lived in the latter half of the
eighth century A. D. The traditions preserved about Sankara in
Sankara Vijayam of pseudo-Madhava and other biographical
accounts of a semi-historical character, do not however speak of
this resuscitation of Chudamoni.

III. No mention in the Treatises on Poetics.

The absence of any reference or quotation from Ascarya
Chudamoni in any of the famous. treatises on Poetics from
Bhamaha down to Jagannatha renders the task of fixing its date
more difficult. The comparative neglect of Kerala works by the
great writers on Poetics only shows that Ascarya Chudamoni and
other plays of the Kerala stage did not become widely known be-
yond the bounds of the country. The plays produced in Kerala
and acted by the Chakkiars in the temples of the land remained
their exclusive possession, never attaininga wider fame, The
intellectual isolation of Kerala was removed only after the advent
of the great Sankara. Instances of Kerala literary products



6 THE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE

obtaining an all-India celebrity are more numerous after the great
sage established Mutts in several parts of India for the propaga-
tion of his philosophy and religion. He brought Kerala into
closer touch with the world of scholarship outside. The domi-
nating personality of Sankara and his supreme philosophical achi-
evement brought Kerala into the intellectual lime-light and the
wondering eyes of outside scholars turned in this direction.  Till
then, the only contact was through the occasional pilgrims and
travellers hailing from the north to visit the celebrated shrines of
Cape Camerin and Janardhanam. The establishment of religious
Mutts at Badarinath, Kanchipuram, and other places and the -
installation of Sankara’s disciples as the heads of these institutions,
naturally provided ampler opportunities for cultural contacts. As
time advanced, these contacts became closer and Kerala produc-
tions began to attain a wider celebrity. Vasudeva’s Yudhishtara
Vijaya and Lilasuka’s Krishnakarnamrtam and Kulasekhara’s
Mukundamala and such other works easily gained fame and com-
mentators even in distant Kashmere. There is clear evidence in
the accoant of Chaitanya’s travels that Krishnamrtam was taken
‘to Bengal by him and popularised in the north. It does not, in
these circumstances, appear strange that the Kerala plays should
remain unknown and unhonoured by the great writers on Poetics.

1V, Its Popularity in Kerala.

3 That the author of Ascarya Chudamoni was held in high
esteem as a dramatist and poet throughout Kerala is evident from
the reference to it in a work on dramaturgy and histrionics called
Natankusam which formulates a body of rules for the guidance
of actors. From the day of its advent, Ascarya Chudamoni took
an important place in the repertoire of the Kerala theatre and
became a favourite of the Chakkiars. Most of the Acts of this
play alone are frequently staged by them; even from the Swpna+
vasavadattam, the Svapnankam only is selected for performance.
‘The uncommon stage-worthiness of the play explains this special
preference- Saktibhadra’s play has always been effective on the
stage and it is the best of the Rama-plays perhaps with the excep-
tion of Bhavabhuti’s Uttararamacharita. It is singularly free from
those features which make for the heaviness and unstageworthiness
of most of the Rama- plays like the Balaramayana of Raja-
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sekhara and the Anargha Raghavam of Murari. Only the late
Seetha-Raghava of Ramapani Vada can be said to approach it in
this respect. The brisk and breezy movement of the action, the
_absence of long and ornate narrative speeches, the vigour and
finish of dialogue, and the well-adjusted time-element in Chuda-~

moni have made it one of the most popular plays on the Kerala
stage. :

V. Its Bearing on the Bhasa Question

The play is a full-fledged Nataka of the best type and com-
prises seven Acts. It displays at the very outset, a striking feature,
regarded as the unique characteristic of the so-called Bhasa plays
which begin with the stage direction “Nannyante Tatah pravisathi
Sutradarah.” Bana in his Harshacharitam adverts to this peculiar
feature of the plays of Bhasa. The sutradara in Chuda moni is
only the Sthapaka-sutradara as distinct from the Nandi-sutradara
..so distinguished in Viswanatha’s Sahitya Darpana. This appears
to be a dramaturgic feature peculiar to many of the Kerala plays
and not, as has been surmised, to the plays of Bhasa alone. The
sthapana instead of the Prastavana is adopted in the plays of
Kulasekhara Varma and in the Kalyanasoughandhika of Neela-
canta and even in some Kerala recensions of Sakuntalam and the
plays of Sri Harsha, The Chakkiar always commenced the per-
formance with the recital of a benedictory verse, not of the poet’s
composition, but of his own, appropriate to the context and hence
dispensed with the Nandi Sutradara and the recital of the Man-
galaslokam by him. This preference of the Sthapaka Sutradara
in the Kerala plays reveals nothing better than an ancient practice
of the Kerala Stage. The interesting parallelisms between the
Chudamoni and the plays of Bhasa, notably Abhisheka Nataka,
open up a new vista in the study of the authenticity of the plays
ascribed to Bhasa. These parallelisms in themselves do not go
a long way to prove that all these plays influenced Sakitibhadra.
They only lead up to a reasonable guess that these plays were
possibly compilations made for the Kerala stage.

VI Analytical Outline.

The Prologue of the play gives only scanty information
about the author, and the statements in it strengthen the assump-
tion that Chudamoni was one of the earliest Sanskrit plays produced
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in South India. The first Act introduces Liekshmana busily
engaged in the construction of a temporary residence in the forest
of Panchavati on the banks of the Godavary where Rama proposes
to pass the rest of his exile peacefully, Surpanaka, a widowed
sister of Ravana, in the disguise of a lovely maiden, comes upon
Rama and smitten by his graceful form, makes frank overtures
of love and is directed in jest to approach the unmarried Leksh-
mana. But the alluring beauty of the damsel casts no spell on
the austere youth brought up in the ways of righteousness. With
high disdain, Lekshmana repulses her advances, but finding her
persistent, playfully assures her of his idea of meeting her later at
a rendezvous and thus gets rid of her for the present moment.
Rama and Sita are comfortably installed by Lekshmana in their
new forest residence. His bitterness towards his stepmother Kai-
keyi still rankling in his mind, Lekshmana pours forth his wrath,
on seeing the hardships of Rama and Sita in their present life of
exile, DBut Rama appeases him by noble counsel and frank
acceptance of the superior delights of this life in the forest. In
the next Act, Surpanaka, chagrined at her rebuff by Lekshmana

and his failure to keep the tryst, approaches Rama again with her
entreaties,. Rama adopts a method of evasion in redirecting her

to Lekshmana. Surpanaka with great reluctance, and mortified
at her being bandied from one to another in this fashion, resolves
to show herself in her true colours and wreak vengeance on them
in the event of her deliberate rejection and repulse by them. She

casts off the disguise, revealing herself to L.ekshmana in her true
shape when he refuses even ‘te listen to her piteous implorings.

Lekshmana, then dismayed, rewards her insistence by cutting off
her nose and ears and thus saves himself from this terrible mon.
ster. The third Act shows an old ascetic and a young hermit
conversing ; in their dialogue, which forms the Prelude to that
Act, the entire plan of Surpanaka’s revenge is unfolded. Ravana
has been inflamed with a passion for Sita, whose charms have
been loudly praised by Surpanaka with this object ; he has resoly-
ed on her capture, secured the help of Maricha to assume the
form of a golden deer to lure Rama in chaseaway from the forest
cottage, and arranged with his sister to assume the guise of Sita,
Accordingly, Maricha in the.shape of a golden deer makes his
appearance in the vicinity of Rama’s cottage; its motley shape
bewitches Sita and she implores her lord to fetch it for her. When
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Rama is brooding over a bad omen he sees, Lekshmana enters
~and shows him the two gifts of the hermits, invaluable to Rama
in his warfare with the Rakshasas, These tokens of their good

will, the Wonder Jewel and the Ring, possess the magical power
of enabling the wearar to see through the artifices and disguises
of the encmies. They present Lekshmana with an armour which
is proof to the arrows of foes. Thus equipped, Rama goes in
pursuit of the deceptive golden deer and is lured far away. Ravana
disguised as Rama now appears before Sita, who is alone in the
cottage ; for Lekshmana who was left behind to guard Sita, is
commanded by her to run to the rescue of Rama, against his will.
The infatuated Ravana persuades Sita to enter his chariot by a
ruse. She believes in this story of Bharata's peril and the imme-
diate need of going to Ayodhya for the brothers to help him.

Ravana flies away with her, jubilant over the abduction of Sita, -

Rama, wearied with the hot pursuit of the golden deer, encounters
Surpanakha, in the guise of Sita and taking her to be the real
Sita, accompanies her. Rama is soon surprised when he hears
the lamentations of Sita from above, and considers the lady in
Ravana’s chariot as the false one. The misunderstandings caused
by the triple disguise are of a menacing nature. Surpanaka is
successful in making Rama believe that the Sita in the chariot
is not the genuine one ; Ravana likewise endeavours to convince
Sita that he is the true Rama. Lekshmana is deceived by
Maricha’s assumption of Rama’s shape, so that he draws his
sword to kill the true Rama whom he suspects to be the fraudu-
lent one. Only when Rama shows the magic Ring to Lekshmana
he recognises his brother and detects the fraud of Maricha, who
soon falls a victim to the might of Rama. Surpanakha, realising
her danger if found out, assumes her own shape and falls prostrate
at the feet of Rama begging their pardon. She is pardoned and
Rama sends through her a message to Ravana, that he will rue
the treacherous abduction of Sita. .

Act IV describes the love—sick Ravana in his futile at-
tempt to make Sita yield to his improper advances. Though to
all appearance, Sita believes him to be the real Rama, her inner
voice seems to speak against it. At the impudent attempt of
Ravana to touch her, Sita discerns the fraud, played on her. Her
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call for help is heard by Jatayu, the vuitare-king, who comes to
her succour. Inthe fight that ensues between Ravana and Jatayu,
the latter is killed and Sita laments deeply the death of her
helper. |
The scene now shifts to the palace of Ravana where
Mandodari, his wife and a serving maid hold converse. In this
entre-act, the Queen narrates to the maid the ominous dream
she had the previous night. The waiting woman allays her fore-
bodings by denying any preternatural significance toan idle dream. "
The Queen is perturbed at Ravana’s infatuation for Sita and has
dark misgivings. Ravana is then shown in the height of his
love-sickness. His trusted minister reports to the King the
rumours concerning Rama’s alliance with Sugriva and the mur-
der of Bali. Ravana learns from him the news of the mobilisa-
tion of the army of Vanaras, but treats it with derision: and con-
tempt. The minister reminds the King, of his weakness as is
evident from his yielding to the charms of a mortal damsel, the
wife of another. All his argument is in vain ; Ravana refuses to
give up Sita. He, then secks out Sita in the garden, seated, dis~
consolately at the foot of the Asoka tree. Hidden behind the
creepers in the garden, Mandodari listens to Ravana’s pieadings
to Sita who spurns at him, Ravana’s abject prostration at her
feet makes no appeal to her, She does not wince at the threat of
death. The humiliation of the King is complete when the Queen
suddenly comes out of the crespers and reveals herself to them.
The next Act represents Hanuman in the garden of Lanka
listening unseen to the lamentations of Sita, He appears before
her, introducing himself as the trusted messenger of Rama, and
shows her the Wonder Crest jewel. He tells her of the doings of
Rama, his alliance with Sugriva, the despatch of search parties in
all directions and the preparations for a war with Ravana to re-
cover Sita. Hanuman consoles her with hopes of a speedy
deliverance and bids farewell to her. In the prelude to the last Act,
the dialogue between a Vidyadara and his wife announces Rama’s
conquest of Ravana. Vibhishana, the brother of Ravana, is
placed on the throne of Lanka, For fear of public scandal Sita
is put to the ordeal of fire to prove her purity. All the gods
of heaven come there and proclaim her innocence. Rama, with
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profuse apologies for his apparent harshness in putting her to the
fire ordeal, accepts her. The play ends happily with the depar-
ture of Rama, Sita, Lekshmana and friends for Ayodhya in the

aerial chariot of Kubera.

VII. Treatment of sources.

Saktibhadra’s play thus dramatises the Ramayana story as
told by Valmiki. In shaping the material for dramatic treatment
the dramatist makes some significant deparatures from the ori-
ginal story, And all these deviations are calculated to enhance
the dramatic effect. The main problem of the play-wright is to
give dramatic unity to the incidents and actions which extend
over a long period and which have no inherent unity except in
so far as they pertain to one person, Rama* The supreme art
of Saktibhadra is in giving an organic structure to his play, in
attaining a certain order, temperance and harmony of the parts
by careful selection and assimilation of matter. Herein lies the
surpassing excellence of Saktibhatra over the other writers on the
Rama Story. Even Bhavabhuti’'s Uttararamacharita does not
possess the same unity of action, and the same coherence of the
characters represented as in Cudamani. Characters and incidents
are knit together in an organic way so as to be all truly members,
one of another. With what judgement and art the borrowed
material is used by the dramatist is clear from a careful study of
his workmanship. He has drawn freely from the original, but he
has enriched his drawings more liberally from the glory and
witchery of his own genius. His wisdom is evident in what he
has left unused and in what he added or modified under the
guidance of his shaping spirit of imagination. Surpanakha, the
demoness appears to Rama and Lekshmana in her true shape, in
the original, but in the play, she is seen as a young damsel of
alluring charm, dallying with them in all the pride of her youth-
ful coquetry. Nor does she propose to Rama to devour Sita so
that he may be free to accept her. Lekshmana cuts her nose and
ears only when she with the intention of devouring him, carries
him in bher powerful arms. He does this only in self-defence, and
not, as commanded by Rama, for trying to molest Sita. This
circumstance extenuates Lekshmana’s impropriety in thus dis-
figuring a woman, and provides an adequate motive. Various
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touches are added by the dramatist in the Abduction scene which
forms the climax of the play, to heighten its probability. By
Ravana’s assuming the guise of Rama and misleading Sita by a
false announcement of Bharata’s kingdom being in danger, the
abduction is rendered least repulsive ; Surpanakha appearing In
Sita’s disguise, detains Rama on the way to the cottage so that
- Ravana may carry Sita without any interference by Rama. The
several disguises, of which no mention is made by Valmiki, serve
a useful dramatic purpose and largely contribute to the eftective-
ness of the scene. This device disarmsall opposition or inter-
ference, and adds to the confusion and bewilderment of Rama,
Sita and Lekshmana., As a result of the mistaken identity,
Lekshmana lifts the sword against Rama, but the tragedy is
averted with the help of the miraculous ring. This incident is
purely the invention of the dramatist. Valmiki represents
Surpanakha only as instigating Ravana for the abduction of Sita;
but the dramatist makes her the accomplice of Ravana in this
nefarious project. The abject collapse and imploring of grace by
Surpanakha, when she fears her exposure with the help of the
wonderful ring, are newly added by the dramatist. It serves to
represent the magnanimity of Rama’s heart; it reveals the redeem-
ing feature of her otherwise hateful character.

VIII. Characterisation.

The vigour and originality of the playwright are evident in
the vivid portrayal of character in the play. And the great
achievement of Saktibhadra in the play is the realistic versimilfi-
tude in his characters. They are not the lifeless conventional
heroes of romance, shadowy beings without any marked individua-
lity. They grow and unfold themselves, pass through diverse
stages in their development, and are true to themselves and to
nacure. There is nothing stiff or unconvincing about them, they
do not remain the same from start to finish, but reveal delicate
shades when brought face to face with new circumstances: Even
when delineating the persunages of Puranic “type, Saktibhadra
invests them with a humanity, making them the denizens of the
living world.  Rama is depicted as an ideal of chivalry; he is
considerate even to the demoness (II. 18) magnanimously pardons
her (1II. 39*); has no malice against his enemies (lII, 40). He
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has boundless aflection for Lekshmana (II. 14), whose cleverness
appeals to him (I. 21); he does not blame Kaikeyi for being instru-
mental to their exile (I, 20); he takes upon himself the responsi-
bility for it (I. 18). Though Saktibhadra is conscious of the
original divine character of Rama (VI. 7), he has shown him
human, throbbing with the passions and feelings of man. This
realism in the portrayal of Rama’s character enhances its
charm, In the portraiture of Ravana also we observe the same

success in humanising him. He knows the sheer unwisdom of
killing Rama and capturing Sita, lest she should pine for him and

- commit sati (IL1. 17). He is intatuated at the first sight of Sita
(III. 20, 41) and hopes that Sita will welcome his advances
(ILl. 26). He has a true insight into the character of other
people, and with discernment understands the temperament of
Lekshmana (111, 28%. 1t is only after ascertaining the opinion of
Sita and obtaining her permission, that he requests her to enter
the chariot with him (III. 32, The sarcastic words of Jatayu
(IV. 9) rouse up his indignation and he punishes him for his inter-
ference. Ravana’s love-sickness elicits the pity of his goodnatur-
ed minister who wishes to wean him from his sinister purpose
(V. 8). Ravana is well wersed in the Vedas (V. 15) and has a
cultured mind. But he gives himself up to the passion of love,
the mere adulterous infatuation for another’s spouse- It is om

the characters of Lekshmana and Sita that the dramatist has lavish=
ed all his care. ILekshmana stands out as the type of solid and

vigorous manliness. He is intensely devoted to Rama and this
fraternal affection is the main spring of his character. He lives
and has his being in it ; he has imposed en himself the voluntary
exile to serve him. He shows himself throughout as a young
man of stern moral rectitude ; he looks with scorn and contempt
on the blandishments of Surpanakha (I. 8) : he pays heed to her
words only when she tells him that she is coming from Rama.
With the austerity of an anchorite, he discourages her advances
and brings home to her the utter foolishness of sucha burning
passion (I. 10). He is bitter towards Kaikeyi, for her selfish
intrigue ({. 15) and never pardons her for it. In this he is a
contrast to Rama who is charitable to take the whole blame of it
on himself. It is revolting to L.ekshmana to lift a weapon against
a woman (I. 129 but he does it in self defence and that, against
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a ferocious demoness. The good sense of Lekshmana suspects
the golden deer as only a deceptive impersonation of some demon.
He is unwilling to leave Sita alone in the cottage and go in pur-
suit of Rama; but the stinging insinuations of Sita (IIT 29) drive
him to it against his will. Lekshmana’s message to Ravana
throagh Surpanakha, isin harmony with his fearless and frank
character. He insists on Rama’s abandonment of Sita, till she
proves her purity and her attempt to explain is discouraged by
tiekshmana’s stern words to ker (VII. 16'). When she volunteers
to undergo the ordeal of fire, it is he who sees through it- Sita is
conceived as a noble woman replete with classic grace and firm=
ness of soul. Her behaviour may be said to rise in dignity as her
sorrow deepens, and under the worst that can befall her, she
remains firm and graceful in the austere strengths of reason and
rectitude. She evinces pity for Surpanakha when her love implo-
rings are discarded by Rama (II. 3*); but later on realises how it
is undeserved (l1. 17%). Duped by Maricha’s imitation of Rama’s
voice, she compels Lekshmana by her caustic words to leave her
alone in the cottage and paves the way for her own peril, Sita,
when confronted with Ravana and his advances, shows a firmness
and strength of mind that sends a thrill of awe into the heart of
the demon king, The meeting with Hanuman refreshes her
spirit and inflames her hope (VI. 18'). When at last she is aware
of the difficulties of Rama in accepting her and his harsh words
to her (VIL. 17), she volunteers to go through the ordeal of fire
and establish her untarnished integrity. Thus Sita passes through
many trials, in the midst of which all, she maintains a moral
rectitude so profect and so pure as to be a secret unto itself. Ir
simplicity, in gentleness, in delicacy of mind, and in the austere
sweetness of her character, consists her supreme charm., Her
situation is indeed full of pathos, since the patient sorrows are
those that touch nearest,

IX. Rasas or Sentiments.

Cudamoni is unique in that it represents a particular dra-
matic type in which the Adbhuta-Rasa is treated as the dominat-
ing motif. Dramatists are rare who give the ascendancy to the
sentiment of wonder in their plays, Most playwrights dabble in
the rainbow world of love; Sringara has been delineated in an
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inimitable manner by Kalidasa and a host of great poets. Bakti-
bhadra has followed an original line of his own, in this respect.
The very title of the play Ascarya Cudamoni is an indication of
the dominance of the wonder-motif. The commentator of the
play suggests this true significance of the title. The dominant
sentment of the play is that of wonder based on astonishment
and it pervades it from beginning to end. In the Prologue, the
play is introduced as Saktibhadra’s wondrous work., The Parna-
salanka (Act 1) illustrates excellently the sentiment of wonder in
the description of Surpanakha with her alluring charms (1. 6). In
the Surpanakhanka (Act II.) this rises up in Rama’s rapturous
admiration of Sita’s beauty (II. 4) The next Act, Maya Sitanka
evokes this wonder, in the sight of the Crest jewel and Ring, shown
by Lekshmana and of the incomparable beauty of the golden deer.
In the Jatayurvadhanka (Act 1V) wonder is aroused by the strange
incident of Ravana appearing as Rama and Sita’s discovery of
this through the miraculors power of the wonderful crest jewel.
Mandodari’s wonder at the courage of Sita in rejecting Ravana’s
offers of love supplies this sentiment in the Asokavanikanka. In
the next Anguliyanka (Act VI) Hanuman, the very embodiment
of the wonderful, presents the miraculous ring to Sita along with
Rama’s message of hope and takes back to Rama, her message
and wonderful crest-jewel. The last Act presents the wonder of
wonders in the ordeal of fire from which she comes out gloriously
and in the appearance of the gods to proclaim her innocence and to
bless her. Thus the all pervading Adbhutarasa justifies the title
of the play. The poet’s skill in the presentation of other senti-
ments is borne testimony to by the play. Inthe sentiment of love
the dramatist is at his best. Surpanakha’s conversation with Rama
and Lekshmana in the opening Act discloses.his sentiment of love.
Ravana’s infatuation for Sita provides an opportunity in the next
Act for the display of this sentiment. Hanuman’s description of
Rama’s love-lorn condition excellently illustrates the various
conditions of Vipralambha sringara (VI. 10, i1, 13). The condi-
tion of Ravana described in (V. 8) reveals the same. The heroic
sentiment of Vira appears in the fight between Ravana and Jatayu
and in the descriptions of Ravana’s exploits (V 10, 12). These
other sentiments are only auxiliary to the ruling motive of
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Adbhata and the dramatist reveals uncommon skill in properly
subordinating these to it and achieving the unity of the whole.

X. Influence of other dramatists.

Saktibhadra in the play reveals his study and acquaintance
" of the earlier dramatists. He owes certain hints to his familiarity
with Kalidasa’s Sakuntala. There are some scenes and passages
in the play which recall those of Sakuntala. The description of
Ravana’s ride in his chariot (III. 19) is certainly reminiscent of
Kalidasa’s description of Dushyanta’s ride in the first Act ot
Sakuntala. What Sita says of the wonder-ring (VI. 14!) reminds
us of Dushyanta’s words about the token'ring in a similiar situa=

tion (Sak. VI. 11) The parallelism is very striking between the
following passages :—-
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is to be found in =
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The parallelism between the following verses is also remarkable.
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Xl. Style and Technique.

The art of Saktibhadra reveals itself in the coherent con-
struction of the plot, in effective characterisation, in vigorous
dialogue and in the deft employment of dramatic devices. The
course and order of incidents is more or less that of the epic, but
by proper selection and modification of incidents, they are made
to run briskly to the inevitable end. There is the consistency,
the inevitableness that should belong to every compact and well-
constructed plot. From the rejection and disfigurement of Sur-
panakha arise naturally all the troubles that beset the hero and
heroine. There is a clear foreshadowing of the final denouement
as a thing inevitable, arising out of the complication. No irrele-
vant incident or character retards the even movement of theaction;
everything is in its place, skillfully welded into the texture of the
plot. He has understood the full dramatic value of the interludes;
interludes are only sparingly used and that, with considerable
effect. The interlude to the third Act is indispensable to reveal
the exact situation of things; the explanations seem to arise natur-
ally in dialogue between the speakers and not to be too obvious-
ly dragged in for the benefit of the audience. Surpanakha’s plan
of revenge is disclosed and the complication is well nigh on its
way. The interlude to the last Act is to bridge the gulf of time
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and to supply information about those incidents which take place
in the interval and do not easily admit of representation on the
‘stage. Saktibhadra displays consummate art in employing pre-
sentiments with great dramatic eflect. It is by a divine instinct
that men’s minds distrust ensuing dangers. At the opening of the
third Act Rama has some vague apprehension of evil (IlI. 5).
When Rama goes in pursuit of the goldén deer, Lekshmana - has
some misgivings. Sita has some presentiment of danger (III. 26")
when she is about tv send Lekshmana on hearing the false voice
of Maricha. Mandodari’s frightful dream is regarded by her as
premonitory of calamity (V. 0%). Even Ravana has some fore-
bodings when he observes the unexpected sun in Lanka (V. 1').
Saktibhadra’s power of depicting irony is in evidence in the play.
Sitabelieves in the disguised Ravana and tells him that fortuna-
tely she has escaped from the deception of the Rakshasas, when
she bhas unwittingly fallen into his trap (1II. 32%). Rama is
cocksure that Sita will never be with any other man than himself,
but she is in the chariot with Ravana, lured into it by a clever
stratagem (I1I. 33"). Effective is the contrast between Ravana’s
sanguine hope of being enthusiastically accepted by Sita (III. 26)
and her scornful rejection of him. The dramatist has humour,
but of a grim and sardonic kind. The words of the charioteer
(IT1, 23%) to Ravana illustrate it admirably, Disguises and mis-
taken identity provide effective comedy in the third Act, and the
humour of the situation when Mandodari overhears: from behind
the creepers the fervid effusions of Ravana’s intemperate passion
and sees his utter discomfiture, is unmistakable. Apart from these
occasional gleams, the play does not abound in humour, the theme
not admitting the conventional Vidushaka and his antics. The
absence of anyching like a pervading lighter vein is due. perhaps
to the poet’s temper.

The style of Saktibhadra is the elegant Vaidarbha style
with its simplicity, clearness, elevation and beauty. The absence
of long sentences and long’ compounds, admirably fits it for vigor-
ous and spirited dialogue, of which Saktibhadra is an unquestioned
master. He is never led into the defect of taste which many
later dramatists exhibit frequently in overloading their language
with excess of ornament in seeking for mere effect, His style
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has the supreme merit of suggestiveness as that of Kalidasa ;
what others express elaborately he manages with a touch. Sakti-
bhadra is master of the most pithy, piercing sententious brevity ;
the play abounds in such specimens of terse vigour, which epito-
mise his profound knowledge of the world and human nature.
(1. 32, &%, 8% 10%, 14, I11. 27 ¢, 299 416, 4.%). This fondness
for proverbial phrases is characteristic of him. His characters
never indulge in long speeches ; brief and pregnant words which
reveal their souls vividly, are the common feature (Iide 16%; 31° ;
275 . 281 . 1V, 134 ; V, 0%; VII, 1% ; 16™ ;,18").  He excels in the
use of figures of speech and thought ; his genius like that of
Kalidasa is in the employment of Swabhavokti (III 1; 15) There

is a certain classic restraint in the use of figures (II. 6) ; his similes
are full of poetic grace (1L1. 39),

XII. Commentaries of the play.

The well known extant commentary on the play is Vivriti,
about the author of which very little is known. He describes
himself in the Colophon as a Brahmin of Bharadvaja gotra, and
a follower of the Bhatta School of Mimamsa. The commentary
is scholarly and he brings to bear on it his vast erudition and
knowledge of various subjects. ‘The references in his commentary
do not help us to fix definitely his date. He makes quotations
from the Dasarupaka, Dvanyaloka, Kavyaprakasa and the Alan=
karasarvaswa and other great works.on Poetics. He also shows
his knowledge of Mimamsa, Yoga, Vedanta and other systems of
philosophy and his intimate study of Bhagavatha. It is also
evident from this commentary that other commentaries- of the
play were consulted by him in the preparation of this. This
provides the best commentary and maintains a high standard in
the elucidation of the text.



BALU AND THE ALARUM TIME-PIECE

BY
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“Balu I” mother called out from the kitchen. :

Balu heard, but pretended not to hear. He went on
reading his lessons in a voice louder than before.

“Balu-u-u I"” mother called again.

Balu was wondering whether to ignore the summons or not;

but in that split second of indecision, father emerged out of the
bathroom, and decided for him.

Father was not in the best of moods. The water in the
bathroom had been tepid and this had rather ruffled father’s
equanimity.

Coming out of the bathroom he had heard mother's shout
from the kitchen, but had found Balu going on reading as though
nobody bad called him,

“You lazy scoundrel 1”, father roared as was usual with him
when he lost his temper, which he did rather more frequently
than was to Balu’s taste. “You sleep like a buffalo till eight in
the morning and then shout your lessons and pretend not to hear
when people call you, TI'll, I'll........."

What father would have said he would do. Balu did not
wait to hear. Like an arrow he darted into the kitchen.

“Oh | Mother,” he said, “Why do you disturb me while I
am doing my lessons ? I have to learn by heart twenty more
lines of English poetry and I have three sums to do.”

“And whose fault is it that you have no time ?”, mother
cried. “I began to call you from six o’ clock but you would not
wake up. Now go and get two pounds of sugar from the store.”

The provision store was half a mile down the road and
Balu ran as fast as he could to save time. He was back in the
kitchen in twelve minutes with the packet of sugar.
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He was panting and flushed and the sweat stood out in
beads on his brow and on his upper lip-

Mother’s heart was touched. “Poor boy, poor boy,” she
said and wiped the perspitation off his face with the loose end of
her saree. “Drink this,”’ and she gave him a cup of ‘“special”
coffee,

As Balu sipped the coffee he watched mother untying the
sugar packet and transferring the contents to the 'Glaxo~tin in
which sugar was usually kept.

And as he watched, something in the sheet of newspaper
that was used for the packing, caught his eye. He took the
paper with him to the verandah where he did his lesscns. Father
was there in his easy chair reading the paper.

Balu discreetly folded the paper and put it between the
leaves of a book: It would not do if father caught him reading
old bits of newspaper when he had not finished his class lessons,

That evening when he returned from school, Balu had on_
his face an eager, excited look as though he was bursting with
someting he could not contain,

Mother who could read his face like an open book knew
that there was something on.

“What’s the matter Balu?” she asked kindly and with a
suppressed smile, as she gave him his cup of coffee,

“Ah! Mother,” Balu burst out “Ah ! mother, ’ve come
across the cheapest and most wonderful bargain you could dream
of. Why, look here, here are these people offering cne hundred
and eight gifts, all for one rupee and fifteen annas.” And Balu
‘took out of his pocket the sheet of packing paper he had picked
up in the morning, and pointed out to mother with his index fin-
ger an advertisement published in a corner. He explained to
her that the Greater Asiatic Trading Company of Amritsar with
a view to promoting human happiness in general, was prepared
tosend per V. P. P, for the trifling consideration of eoe rupee
and fifteen annas one alarum time-piece, three wrist watches, one
electric torch, one safety razor, one bottle of scent and one hun-
dred and one other articles all of which bought separately would
cost you not less than twenty rupees, but which because the com-
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pany was anxious to popularize its goods, was willing to sell for
one rupee and fifteen annas.

But mother was not easily converted by Balu’s enthusiasm.
Her common sense rebelled against the notion of people parting
w ith, for only one rupee and fifteen annas, goods worth many
times that amount. She looked sceptical.

“It must be a hoax,” she said.
But Balu who had set his heart on the bargain would not
give up so soon. He tried economic strategy.

“Ah | Mother, you do not know. When they want to make
a thing popular they begin by selling it cheap. They even give
away things gratis. Why, our teacher was telling us only the
other day he had received free of cost several cakes of Sunlight
soap when it first came into the market 1"

Mother only smiled as one who was not convinced and
shook her head. 7

Balu altered his tactics.

“Very well, mother, you may believe this advertisement
or not,” he said with sudden seriousness. But the fact is, I badly
need an alarum time-picce so that T could get up early and avoid
the reproaches you and father shower on me. You want me to
run a hundred errands morning and evening, and I have hardly

time to read anything. Don’t blame me if I fail inthe exami-
nation.”

Balu had by his words induced into himself the belief that
he was a martyr to domestic duty and now rubbed his knuckles
against his eyes.

Through the gathering film of tears he could see mother
visibly melting,

“I’ll ask father to buy you a pucca alarum time-piece,” she
said.

“No, mother, he won't,”” Balu said in a broken voice “It
will cost many rupees, more than ten, and he will say it is not
worth while and I shall fail in the examination.”

The tears were now flowing from Balu's eyes with effort-
less ease. ‘ ;
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Balu’s argument, more than the tears, had a magic effect
on mother, :

For, mother knew from experience that father had a bad
habit of not seeing eye to eye with her, when it was a question of
spending money. She remembered that she herself had started
only two nights ago a campaign to subdue father into buying
that green bordered sari in the Silk Emporium, she had set her
heart upon,

After all, what the poor boy wanted was only two rupees.
She couldn’t bear the thought of his gettihg plucked, for want of
a time-piece to wake him up.

“Don’t cry, my darling, don’t cry,” she said tenderly, run-
ning her fingers through Balu’s hairand wiping the tears from
his eyes with her sari-end. “ I shall give you the money.”

A smile broke on Balu’s lips as the sun breaks through
clouds on a rainy day. :

“I shall write the letter immediately,” he cried and ran

away. ;
After ten days of eager waiting the V. P. P. arrived. Balu

had tipped Postman Nallakannu not to bring the parcel home. It
would suffice if it was kept in the Post Office and he, Balu, would
take it from there. The idea was that father shouldn’t barge in
and spoil the whole affair,

It was a small deal'wood box and as Balu carried it
triumphantly home his heart threatened to burst its bounds. Un-
observed by father he entered the house and made for the kitchen.

“Mother, Oh! Mother!” he cried, “It has come.” And he
exhibited the parcel with unconcealed delight.

Mother’s face too brightened, Even she seemed to be
touched by a vague thrill for the marvels that would come out of
that box, : y:

Balu broke open the box very carefully. It was chockful
of multi-coloured paper slips- :

With a violently beating heart, with Mother. looking on,
as though she had shed her years and become a little girl again,
Balu removed the bits of paper gingerly and delicately, Ah! -
there they were! All wrapped in beautifu! silk-like red tissue paper.
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&1-u toek out one and removed the wrapping and behold !
there were the three wrist watches !

Mother could not suppress a cry of delight.
She took one of the watches for closer examination. Balu
dld likewise, Presently her face fell,

“It’s a hoax as I said,” she exclaimed in mingled tones of
anger and disappointment- “Why, this is only a pamted dummy
tin model not worth even three pies !”

Her words were wasted on Balu who had by now rescued
a tiny time-piece, a little electric torch and dozens of hair pins
with microscopic glass birds at their ends.

. ‘““See Mother,” he said as he wound the key of the time=
piece, “See how it ticks away all right. You would not call this
a dummy, would you ?”

Mother looked at the time-piece and felt a little ‘relieved

that her money was not absolutely wasted, “See if the alarum
works,” she said.

Balu tried the alarum, muffling the time-piece in the folds
of a cloth, lest father should hear it. It trilled all right.

When, however, next morning the tinkling of the alarum
disturbed.father in his early morning sleep and he saw Balu bustl-
ing about with the little torch that emitted a feeble light, he was.
not surprised. Mother had gently broken to him overnight news
of the bargain, and father was rather inclined to be proud of such
a clever son as Balu. “Early to bed and early to rise makes a
man healthy, wealthy and wise”;; he declared pontifically. Obvi-
ously great things were expected of Balu.

To Balu himself the first three mornings were all rights

But from the fourth he began to feel a certain reluctance
to get up when the alarum went off, and before the week was out
he was regretting that he ever had gone in for this thing. It was
proving to be a tyrant and gladly ‘would he have been rid of it,
so that he could sleep as long as he wished in the sweet hours of
early emorn, instead of having to get up and dash cold water on his
face. Every night; on going to bed, he began to put in a fervent
prayer to Pullayar to rid him of the tyranny, promising to break
a cocoanut if his prayer were granted.
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And when is it that the elephant-faced God has refused to
answer the fervent call of a young heart ?

Now, it so happened that father had to proceed to a mofus-
sil station on official business, and he had to catch the early
morning train which started at the unearthly hour of 5-30. Feeling
a swell of pride for his clever son, he asked him to bring the time-
piece so that he could keep it by his-bed-side. Gladly did Balu
obey father, wound up the keys and set the alarum needle for
4-30, as desired by father. Little did he dream, however, that
that was the last time he would ever have to handle that time-
piece.

The first rays of the sun were peeping into his room when
Balu was startled out of the sweetest sleep he had enjoyed for
days together, by what looked like a big commotion in the house.
He could hear father’s voice raised high in one of his fearful
paroxysms of temper. ‘‘What silly toy is this, you and your son
have purchased together? A bargain indeed!-A bargain | They
fools~The thing has stopped dead at 10’ O-clock- And I've lost
the train....depending on it......

Balu heard mother utter some words of gentle remon -
strance. He couldn’t make out what they were, bat they evidently
acted like petrol on a raging fire ; for he heard father almost
scream in his anger. Followed next an explosion and the sound
of splintering glass.

Balu shut his eyes tight, pulled the blanket and fully cover-
ed himself and resumed the interrupted thread of his slumber.
Nor did he wake till mother rolled him over a dozen times, after
she had seen father off to catch the bus to go on his journey.

And that evening Pullayar had the promised cocoanut!



THE SPIRIT OF NATURE

BY

R. Viswanath, Senior B. Sc. Class.

My spirit rambles to and fro,

High and low,

The Universe is mine ;

’m Nature’s soul,and !’m Divine.

On mountain tops in pensive mood,

I often brood ;

And with a silver cloud,

The purple neights in splendour shroud.

At times, within a sun-beam bright,
I alight ;

And dance upon a winding stream,
Beaming like a gem agleam,

I dwell amidst the fragrant flowers
In garden bowers ;

In the forest glades ;.

And in the burning sands and shades,

I walk in the snow and the moist dew
Of radiant hue !

In the rains that pour,
And the waves and winds that roar.

In the verdurous vales, in new leaves drest
1 seek rest,

In the chill meadows, on a starry night,
With the dazzling moon emerging bright.

I live in water, earth and air ;
And my lair,

May be the lightning flash ;

Or the echoes of a thunder clash.
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My voice on raging storm is heard ;
In song of bird ;

In the gurgling of a way-side brook ;
Or a cricket chirping from a nook.

The all-pervading spirit am I ;
I'll never die.

The Universe is mine ;

I'm Nature’s soul, and I'm Divine.

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL
ASPECTS OF SCIENCE
By
Dr. C. S. VENRKATESWARAN, M. A,, D. Sc.; F. InsT, P,

THe primary needs of man are food, clothing and shelter.
The history of human development is a record of continuous stru-
ggle to attain these in sufficient quantities. In this struggle as
well as in combating the natural enemies of human life, man
depends on his knowledge of the secrets of Nature. Civilisation
started when man began to accumulate the properties of natural
forces and to apply them to meet his own purposes. This strug-
gle of man for survival and for domination over other living
creatures produced in every individual in his species a natural
instinct for supermacy as an integral part of his mental make-up.
This instinct for supremacy was by no means confined tv making
his life comfortable and safe. As his species multiplied the strug-
gle was also directed by individuals or groups against each other.
War thus became a necessary consequence of the evolutionary °
processes of humanity and success always went to the side which
possessed greater control of the forces of Nature.



28 THE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE

This instinct for supremacy has been the prime motive
for mar to seek a knowledge of the hidden secrets of Nature.
Science is the integration of this knowledge in all fields of human
activity. Science has been the chief factor in changing habits of
thought from superficial observation and spscu'ative theories of
causation to clear concepts, rational conclusions and progressive
principles in the advancement of man and society. Human society,
indeed for that matter, all organic life on our globe, would have
ceased to exist if this intellectual development had resulted only
in placing more and more powerful weapons in the hands of man
to satisfy his greed for domination. Fortunately, scientific
advances produced not only great material good, but also result-
ed in a progress of spiritual or ethical goodness. The stability of
social organisation always depends on the right kind of balancing
of both material good and ethical goodness. As material progress
is in its'very nature more striking "than progress in man’s- moral
and social development, there has always been a lag in time bet-
ween the operations of these two forces. =~ Whenever this time—
lag becomes considerable war becomes inevitable.

These general considerations are equally true. today as
they were thousand years ago. Science, especially physical
and chemical science, has made tremendous advance during the
last hundred years, It has resulted in producing much material
good and has also made man a giant in controlling the forces of
nature for destructive purposes. The progress of ethical forces
on which depend the finer sentiments of man, has not been able
to keep pace with this material advancement. The human so-
ciety has thus been reduced to a state of utter instability., 'I‘hg
result is that during the last twenty-five years mankind has been
divided into warring camps and engaged in two titanic struggles
from which the parties with superior control of natural -ferces;
have emerged supreme. There is one essentlal difference bet-
ween the wars, old and modern. = The latter have been rightly.
called World-wars in as much as no part of the world or its scienti-
fic knowledge has remained inactive or unacted upon by the
stresses and strains of war, Throughout the period of war the
entire scientific effort of all nations was concentrated in the pro-
duction of weapons of offence and defence. Researches of a
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fundamental character which alone lead to a greater appreciation
of the glories of Nature and her workings were ignored and even
-discouraged.

The discoveries of rocket bombs, radio—controlled tanks,
pilotless planes and above all atomic energy have made man
mechanically mighty while spiritually he has remained still a
<hild. The time interval between these two aspects of science
namely, the material and the moral, have been accentuated beyond
measure by the recent inventiveness of man. The post-war
world is thus socialogically highly unstable and we see everywhere
seething discontent, mutual hatred and universal lust for power.

Under these circumstances it is only natural to raise a cry
that advances in natural science are inimical to the growth of
‘the noblest attributes of the spirit of man and that if man-kind is
to survive, the machine age shculd be abolished. For one thing,
this is not a practical proposition.” Science is a living force and
tepresents the progressive movement of the human mind, which
always goes forwards and not backwards. There is now, as
always, freedom of choice between good and evil fruits of know-
ledge: In the words of His Majesty, the King, all that is need-
ed is “to scek for ways and means of increasing our respect for
moral principles and to endeavour under God’s guidance to
reject the evil and choose only the good™.

The main task that faces leaders of today is to reconstruct
social organisation in such a way as to maintain the right type
-of balance between the two opposite forces of science—namely the
material and the spiritual forces—and help to win permanent
peace on Earth, Thanks to the development of jet propulsioni -
which has opened possibilities of flight at speeds:greater than
that of sound, this globe has shrunk to a size thousand times
smaller than what it was a few years ago. Indeed, the days are
in sight when even the interplanetary distance is- likely to be
annihilated- Therefore, in the scheme of social reconstraction,
the world can no longer be parcelled out into small units. Oaly
a single world organisation conceived- in a spirit of equal stand-
ards and equal opportunities to all nations can plan and prose- -
cute with success, schemes of post-war reconstruction, One of
the main lessons of the war is its transcendance of national and
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geographical boundaries. - The extent of scientific collabaration
during the war covered the whole field of operation of the allied
armies and supply centres. The hope for the future lies in esta-
blishing an equally effective international collaboration in winning
peace as well. The setting up of a United Nation’s Educational,
Cultural and Scientific Organisation is therefore to be cordially
welcomed. ;

In the problem of the post-war reconstruction of the world,
the scientific needs of different nations are of varied character.
As a result of the war, science is not damaged in Great
Britain and the United States, but has increased in scope
and effectiveness of organisation. The very reverses of Soviet
Union in the early stages of war have been an incentive to the
growth of science in that strange country. On the other
“hand, science has been destroyed and persecuted in accupied
countries, whereas in the countries of Asia and Africa
which have remained backward, there is an increasingly conscious
demand for more science. One of the important problems before
scientists today is notso much to discover new applications of
geientific knowledge as to establish equality in scientific proficiency
and material prosperity in all parts of the world. As long as
there is any country on Earth which occupies an inferior position
in these respects it will be the dangerspot for the peace of the
world, The example of Russia shows that given opportunities,
scientific equality will be attained by backward nations in less
than quarter of a century. Science has a great role to play in
this tremendous task of rehabilitation and reconstruction of the
fallen and backward nations. The necessary personnel should be
trained and equipment produced and distributed on a vast scale

according to the present state of material standards of different
countries. '

Side by side with this equalisation of material standards,
effects should be made for the elevation of human mind which
alone will render man safe to weild the forces of Nature, which
he’ has now got possession of, to the good of humanity. Of all
agencies which have contributed to the ethical greatness of man
is a true knowledge of the greatness and the glories of Nature
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herself: Therefore fundamental researches which have as their
aim pursuit of knowledge for its own sake, should be encouraged
and the dissemination and expansion of the knowlege of tke forces
of Nature and of human spirit should be made one of the main
aims of the New World Cultural Organisation, '

Apart from those mentioned above, science has its eternal
part to’ play‘in meeting the primary needs of man, namely food,
clothing and shelter as well as combating his natural enemies of
destruction. Events after the war have brought home with naked
directness the world-deficiency in the matter of the primary
necessities of life. These deficiencies which are the causes of the
present economic instability, have to be tackled on a global scale
only by a bold application of scientific principles and methods of
increasing our resources. The necessities of war led many count-
ries to make substantial advances in agriculture and veterinary
science. The fruits of these researches yet remain to be co-
ordinated, consolidated and applied on a nation-wide scale.

“This world has agents of destruction far more ingenious
and effective than any contrivance devised by human inventives=
ness. Man's struggle for existence is primarily a constant battle
against his natural enemies of destruction and death. Itis his
scientific knowledge which has given him thé power of conquest
over many of them.” As old ones are subdued newer and more
powerful ones appear. The same scientific spirit is required to
meet and avert these newer dangers as and when they arise. Here
is an honourable field for the applied scientists, to discover
methods of diagnosis and cure of distress and disease.

So far we considered the international aspects of science.
However much a world -organisation may strive to establish
material and moral parity among Nations, progress will be
insignificant unless each Nation on her part, puts forward the
maximum co-ordinated effort to achieve a higher scientific status.
Fortunately through the war, a scientific awakening has come to
all Nations. The time is ripe for every backward country to
evolve plans of expansion and effective organisation.

As far as India is concerned, she lags behind the Western
Nations in her material advancement, - War has not changed her
standards appreciably, except in so far as it has brought into
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prominent relief the weaknesses in her agricultural and industrial
economy. A scientifically weak India is a menace to internal
tranquillity and a potential enemy to the peace of the world,
Professor A. V. Hill has summarised the results of his Indian
mission in the words, “Scientific development or disaster” “The
coming years are vital to India. She must learn to make use o
her abundant resources with the aid of science”, says Lord
Wavell.

The factors essential for the progress of science are “men,
money, material and machinery”. Men and machinery form
India’s real bottle-neck. Given international co-operation, the
machinery néeded may be imported from abroad. The main
problem is the supply of scientific and technical personnel.
Judged by international standards or by her actual requirements.
the existing strength of trained personnel is very meagre. The
problem is all the more urgent and serious, if we realise that the
creation of a competent and skilled scientist or technician takes
more than a decade, It is generally agreed that the Universities
should be primarily responsible for producing the research.
scientists, while Polytechnic Institutesshould turn out technicians.
Neither are our Universities equipped and staffed to the extent
necessary to undertake this great task ahead nor are there
technical institutions to produce a continuous flow of technicians
If India should expand immediately in science and industry—and
expand she must if she should survive disaster—the necessary funds-
and facilities should be found to speed up the teaching and
research activities of the Universities and large sums of money
should be spent to establish a chain of polytechnical institutes im
the country. To make this scientific effort effective, these acti~
vities should be co-ordinated énternally, by setting up suitable
machinery for planning, co-operation and discussion and externally,
by working in® collaboration with World-organisations, Science:
has a great part to play in the post*war world and in the application:
of scientific modes of thought to the problem of man and soceity
lies the chief hope for the future of mankind.

(With the kind permission of the Director of Brod-cesting Trivandrum)

e



THE UNDERGURRENTS OF
MUSLIM CULTURE

BY

Mr. K. Muhammed, Lecturer in Arabic.

The desire to see his religious experience transformed into
a living world-force was supreme in Muhammad. To judge the
value of a prophet’s religious experience would be to examine the
type of manheod he has.cr eated and the cultural world that has
sprung out of the spirit of his message.

What was the spirit of Muhammad’s message ?

The finality of the institution of prophet-hood is a bold and
great idea. The Quran envisages it :

“Muhammad was not the father of any one among your
men, but was the messenger of God and the seal of the
- prophets ; and God was aware of everything.” (33 : 40)

Prophecy searched its perfection in discovering the need
of its own abolition. Life could not for ever be kept in leading
strings. 1n order to achieve full self-consciousness man must
finally be thrown back on his own resources. All personal autho-
rity, claiming a supernatural origin, must needs, therefore, come
to an end. The abolition of priest-hood and hereditary kingship,
the constant appeal to reason and experience and the emphasis
on nature and history are all different aspects of the same idea of
finality, The function of the idea is to open up the vistas of
nature and history in the domain of man’s inner experience. How
these three sources of knowledge interact, constitutes the spirit of
Muslim culture- Any theory spun out by the mind (anfus) in-
dependently of the facts presented by the world (afaq) could not
be sober, matter of fact, practical and with a great deal of com-
mon sense behind it—all these are; however, the very qualities
essential for the observer andifor the experimenter, ‘This'leads us
to the acquirement of knowledge from the world of experience
through the inductive method. lslam is identical with the induc-
tive method.
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The value of inner experience as the first and prime source
of knowledge is adumbrated in the Quran.

“0, company of djin and men, if you can overpass the
bounds of heaven and the earth, then overpass them. But by
power alone shall ye overpass them.” (55:33). The power
referred to above is the power of mind. The overpassing of the
bounds of heaven and the earth mentioned therein is the trans-
forming and digesting of the world of concrete objects by the
eohering power of the mind. This intellectual capture of -and
power over the concrete makes it possible for man to pass beyond
the concrete. Great hope is engendered in the last sentence of
the above Quranic verse for meliorism. A passage in the
“Novum Organum,” Book I, Aphorism XCV of Francis Bacon
(1561-1626) implements the idea. It is as follows :

“Those who have handled sciences have been either men of
experiment or men of dogmas. The men of experiment are like
the ant ; they only collect and use ; the reasoners resemble spiders,
who make cobwebs out of their own substance, DBut the bee takes
a middle course ; it gathers its material from the flowers of the
garden and of the field, but transforms and digests it by a power of
its own. Not unlike this is the true business of philosophy, for it
neither relies solely or chiefly on the powers of the mind, nor does
it take the matter which it gathers from mnatural history and
mechanical experiments and lay it up in the memory whole, as it
finds it ; but lays it up in the understanding altered and digested.
Thereforef rom a closer and purer league between these twe facul-
ties, theexperimental and the rational (such as has never yet been
made), much may be hoped,” -

The second source of knowledge is nature. How could
the mind operating through nature overpass the bounds of the
universe ? It must overcome serial time and the pure vacuity of
perceptual space, The trend of the Quran is that the ultimate
limit is to be sought not in the finite but in an infinite cosmic
life and spirituality, Now the intellectual journey towards this
ultimate limit is long and arduous. In the history of Muslim
culture the ideal revealed is the pussession and enjoyment of the
Infinite. In a calture, with such an attitude, the problem of space
and time looms very large. :
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Time is a kind of flow and has, as such, a genuine objec-
tive that is to say atomic aspect. Recent discoveries assume the
discontinuity of matter. - Professor Rongier also affirms there is
an atom of time. The Asharite altcgether failed 1o perceive the
subjective aspect of time. It is due to this failure that in their
theory the systems of material atomsand time-atoms lie apart,
with no organic relations between them. If we look at time from
a purely objective point of view serious difficulties arise, for we
cannot apply atomic time to God and conceive Him as a life in
the makings as Professor Alexander has done. A purely’ objective
point of view is only partially helpful in our understanding of the
nature of time. The character of our conscious experience gives
us a clue to the concept which reconciles the opposition of per=
manence and change, of time regarded asan organic -whole or
eternity, and time regarded as atomic. If then we accept the
guidance of our conscious expe rience, and conceive the life of the
all inclusive Ego on the analogy of the finite ego, the time of the
ultimate Ego is revealed as change without succession, i. e, an
organic whole which appears atomic because of the creative move-
ment of the ego. On the one hand the ego lives in eternity ; on
the other, it lives in serial time. The Quranic verse, ‘To God
belongs the alternation of day and night’, could be understood
accordingly. '

Iraqi’s mind struggled with the concept of space as an
infinite continuum. The interpenetration of the superspatial ‘here’
and supereternal ‘now’ in the ultimate reality suggests the modern
notion of space-time which, according to Professor Alexander, is
the matrix of all things. Time is, however, more fundamental
than space and the disparity need not be merely figurative. The

- philosophical path that leads to God as the omnipsyche of the
univsrse lies through the discovery of living thought as the ulti=
mate principle of space-time. Through a discovery of the relation
between Divine time and serial time the - essentially Is]amlc ‘idea
of continuous ¢reation could be revealed.

Side by side with the progress of mathematical thought in
Islam we find the idea of evolutica gradually shaping itself. Jahid
noted the changes in bird life caused by migrations. Later Ibnu
Miskwaih gave it the shape of a more definite thecry. But it was
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really religious psychology which brings us much nearer to modern
methods of research.

History is the third source of human knowledge. The
Quran has germs of a historical doctrine. The possibility of a
scentific treatment of the life of human societies regarded as
organisms is nothing remote. Ibm Khaldun’s exposition of the
philosophy of history has been mainly due to the inspiration
which the author must have received from such Quranic
verses as,

..."'Bring forth thy people from the darkness into the light
and remmd. them of the days of God. Verily, in this are signs for
every patient, grateful person.” (14 :5)

------ Traverse the earth then, and see what hath been the
end of thosz who falsify the signs of God™ (3:131)

.. We alternate the days of successes and reverses among
ﬁeople” (3 134)

“Every nation hath ils fixed period” (7:32)

The Qur'an has given us one of the most fundamental
principles of historical criticism as well. The verse, “Obelievers !
if any wicked person comes to you with a report, clear it up at-
once” (49: 62), has once and for all laid down the reporter’s per-
sonal character as an important factor in judging his testimony.
It is exactly due to this inculcation of historical accaracy that the
canons of historical criticism were evolved. The whole corpus of
traditions in Islam is a standing testimony. The possibility of a
scientific treatment of history means a wider experience, a greater
maturity of practical reason, and finally a fuller realization of
certain basic ideas regarding the nature of life and time. These
ideas are in the main two viz, 1. the unity of human origin and 2,

a keen sense of the reality of time, and the concept of life as a
continuous movement in time.

About the unity of human organism the Quran says, “And
we have created you ali from one breath of life”. The rapid
development of a vast empire gave the adherents of Islam entry
into the main current of world events and this helped the pro-
motion of life as an organic unity. As asocial movement the aim
of Islam was to make the ideaa living factor in the Muslim’s
daily life.
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The main point of interest in Ibn Khaldun’s view of history
is the conception of life and time. History, asa continuous move= .
ment in time, is a genuinely creative movement. The merit of
the historian lies in his acute perception of, and systematic
expression to, the spirit of the cultural movement.

IFONLY......AN YEAR AGO !!

BY
G. S. Dharan. Senior, B. Sc. Class.

And the last bus from the beach was gone. = Preternatural
calmness pervaded the atmosphere, except for the murmuring of
the waves and the occasional twittering of the birds. The
golden glory of the sky had melted in the blue of th sea. The
lastrous, cool rays of the moon fell on the sands. The sentinels
of the sky appeared one by one in the firmament. No human
beings were to be discerned in that vicinity, save two figures in
the distance. Were they enjoying the grandeur of Mother Earth
in her sleep ?

The silence was broken by one. “How [ yearn, Sasi, to
be with you throughout this moon-light night. It is paradisaic
bliss to me.” - :

Spoke the other, “Yes, it’s awfually nice, Kamalam.”

The melting together of two young hearts! TFwo souls
beating each to each in perfect harmony l!

The waves sighed from afar., The fathomless ocean
belched out a hideous sound of fury. An owl screeched from the
bough of a distant tree. Sasi’s heart felt a shudder pass throngh
it. Are they the shadows of coming events! Impossible, he
mused. A lonely dove dangled in the distant sky, searching, and
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cooing for its lost mate. Sasi prayed that his lcve should be
preserved for himself.

The church clock chimed the hour of nine. Kamalam
gazed at her lover, “Oh, it is time, I've to go,” said she gently
withdrawing her snow-white hands which had been so long cupped
in those of his. They parted with sweet good wishese

Kamalam was a science student, one of the most fascinat-
ing girls in the College. One could hear the whisper among the
college students, “Lo! the College Beauty;” as she delicately
moved among her friends, like a phantom. Her infinite beauty—-
no doubt cherubic—had a rare freshness, the rippling sway of her
supple body, the subtle gestures of her face—a lotus on the
surface of a gurgling pond—adorned by a pair of large and
charming eyes, beaming with love, long - lashes to shade their
lustre from peering eyes, and above all the perpetual smile that
lingered on her lips. Her actions and her manners displayed the
life that was surging within her. Her smiling face and the
sparkling mouth, revealing her pearly teeth, were visible indica-
tions of her divine purity and childlike innocence. A studied
elegance marked her apparel which befitted her beautifully.
Sarees of the latest designs, and blouses of the exquisite kind,
perched lightly on her silk-white body. No wonder then, the
young Sasidharan was captivated by her.  Yet neither was she
the ultra-modern educated damsel, with coral lips and painted
cheeks, renovated every few minutes out of a dainty little
hand-bag. : . - o -

Sasidharn Nair, a niee-looking and handsome- youth was
a class—mate of Kamalam. They had met on the very first day
of their college-life. Yes, it was on the day of the interview itself.
Sasi cherished vivid recollections and fond memories of that
day—the silken kerchief that fell from her hand, which he. offered
her, her acceptance with a “thank you”, and that divine smile of
hers- Sasi used to escort her in the evenings. And seldom a day
passed without the exchange of speechless messages of love
between the two. Profound and meaningful glances ripened their
mutual affection in no time,

That night, Sasi was unusually mirthful; he was in the
acme oflglee, building airy castles, For the first time he had
enjoyed the company of his lode—star for full three hours, lying
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on the cosy bed of the beach-sands, completely oblivious of
everything else, spinning the picture of a sweet home, a green
garden, and dainty delicacies.

He was in his study, with the “Tempest” before him—the
scene where Miranda pleaded with Ferdinand to work lesser. '

“Noble mistress; 't is fresh morning with me when you
are by at night...cee.e0isenn”

At these words, Sasi’s mind flew to that evening’s enchant-
ing meeting in the balmy breeze. He forgot all about Ferdinand
and Miranda ; he visualised himselt by the side of his sweet
lady-love, caressing her cheeks—mellow, and gazing at her
eyes— quiescent. He remained in that ecstatic trance for a long
time, till the cooing note of a f{orlorn night—bird brought him to
the reality of this work-a—day world, Sasi looked outside
through the casement. Impenetrable darkness reigned supreme.
A single star twinkled in the sky, Sasi lit a a cigarette, and
puffed. Clouds of smoke brooded in the room, as the clouds of
love, floating in his heart, made him brcod. Moments passed.
A chill breeze bearing the fragrance of noses and jasmines blew
in, and brushed his hot cheeks, The chillness sent a rhythmic
sensation through bis warm body. Sasi was soon lulled to sleep.

Days rolled on. The bond of love that bound the pair
together strengthened from day to day, and made them like two
cherries on one stalk.

The annual examination was over. Kamalam would be
leaving for home in a day or two.

A gloomy day. The vast expanse of the sky was crowded
with dark clouds even from the morn. The sun, in vain, tried to -
Peep through the thick curtain of clouds. As the "evening ap-
proached, the sombreness of the atmosphere vanished.

\

Sasi was the sole occupant of the park. He inhaled deep-
1y the breeze carrying the sweet aroma of flowers. Alone, he
watched the drizzling drops of water from the leaves and the
clearing sky-

“Hallow! you are already come !” that was Kamalam's
voice. A sweet fragrance from her fragile, yet elegant person
assailed Sasi's nostrils.
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“Sasi, I am going home to-morrow morning”, she said
brusquely, tinct with seriousness.

He gazed at her, He was speechless, but his eyes were
eloquent. A big tear rolled down his cheek. Tender meomries
filled his love-filled heart. To part from his dear Kamalam !
To live without seeing the inspiring smile of his darling !

With a sweet “Good-bye”, she fluttered. Sasi attempted
to call her, but grief choked his throat. He tried to follow her,
but his heavy heart tied him to the ground.

She was gone ! !

X X X X %

The sun rose seven times,

One evening, as Sasi entered his room, he found a letter
addressed to him. From his own dear | He tore it open. It ran as
follows :—

“Dear Sasi,

I am forced to discontinue my studies, as my marriage is
to be celebrated this month with Dr. Sen M. B. B. S,, I did not
tell you earlier that I was engaged to him, some days before I
came there to study. I tried hard, but was dissuaded every time
from telling you earlier.- Pardon me. Yet, I will cherish your
memory. You are indelibly imprinted in my brain for all
eternity..”

P.S. “If only I had met you an year ago”s

: Yours,
Kumari Kamala,

Basi crushed the epistle in his hand. He felt crest-fallen
like a bird bereft of its wings. Stark reality faced him full in the
face. Now romance was taboo to him, From the gay, youthful
Sasi, he scaled down to the brooding, languid Sasi. He brooded
long, he took to drinking. He gulped down glasses and glasses of
wine. At such times, the halo of her pleasant fascinating, radiant
smile greeted-him. He dreamt that his Kamalam was’ sitting
by his side and pouring into his ears sweet words of love. Forlorn
and dejected he pined and pondered all day long. He thought
and dreamed- The words “If only 1 had met you an year ago”,
rankled his brain again and again. His health failed him, yet he
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drank the more. A poor, precious soul loitered here and there,
singing his favourite lines about her in an unsteady drolling
manner-—

“1 from afar...... gazed at her beauty,
Of shapely limbs, of baso m mighty,
A balmy breeze pulled softly her hair,
And sent her silk’n skirts in the air.

Charm’d maiden! thy lustrous tresses,

Thy loveliness | the moon’s eclipses,

Learned lady, loitering along the lovely lawn,
Like a dainty gazelle, grazing on the grassy green’-

SIDE-LIGHTS ON SATYAGRAHA

By
E. M. JosepH, Class IV.

Born a2 commonman and grown to be a super-man, Mahat-
maji stands a lone star in a dark dreary horizon. His uniform
experiences have revealed to him that there is no God but Truth,
be it the atheisn of the atheist. Truth is knowledge and true
knowledge is bliss ; and it is thus that he defines his God as Sat-
chith-ananda. Search after truth through Ahimsa is his creed ;
and Ahimsa is the greatest manifestation of love on which are
consolidated all human relationships.

Satyagraha means the insistence on truth. the holding on
to the Soul-force or Love-force in contrast to the brute-force. It
is a marvellous thunderbolt of power, to fight out the devil in
man, Untruth, Darkness or Death. It is the science and art of
overcoming evil with good, the power of raising up to God botp
victim and violater alike. It is the vindication of Fruth, not by
the infliction of injury on the antagonist, but by pure self-suffering
the intensity of which gains in proportion to purity, and effective-
ness to intensity. It isagain defined as Love-force—and not the
force of affection as the infatuation of a youth fora girl or an

\
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ignorant parent for a child—for, it is the law of Truth. Its im-
partiality transc ends all animality. It is a current coin, on one
side of which is imprinted Love and on the other, Truth. It is
the Soul-force, for the recognition of the predominance of soul in
one makes him believe that death is not the cessation of the
struggle, but only a culmination. This vehicle of self-expression,
the body, is sacrificed for the triumph of Truth and the soul
survives to bask in contentment. Satyagraha is the combat of
morality against materialism, to be won by the secret appeal to
the humanity in the enemy, be it repressed by deliberate effort-

Self-dependant and irresistible as the Satyagraha is, he
cares not for the assent of his enemy and shines most when well-
resisted. He knows not defeat, for exhaustion never confronts
him till Truth triumphs. Death to him is only a deliverance
and prison, a gate-way to liberty. To refrain not only from vio-
lence, but all ill-will and bitterness towards his opponent and to
seek to win him by love is the essence of this marvellous opera™
tion. Unjust laws that curb the rights of the people are the-
antagonists of the nation and a breach of the law for invitinga

penalty—what is called Civil Resistance and not crirninal is the
Satyagraha of politics.

The process that lies behind the operation of this strange
energy is a marvel in psychology. To stimulate the finest emo-
tions in the offender and to impart to him a sense of moral up-
lift and awakening is the object of the combat. The absence of
retaliation on the infliction of injury and forbearance with mental
cheer create a wonderment in the offender. A new vista with
new chances of relief is now disclosed to his eyes and disgust
confronts him as after when a parent beats a child., Physical vio.
lence becomes weaker and moral sensitiveness and emotional
receptivity become keener. There is already in human nature
an inclination to conquer Kama, Krodha, Lobha, Moha, Mada
and Matsarya. The combined effect of these two energies esta-
blishes perfect control of mind and the offender is brought
under the victorious banner of the victim. The inspiration of
love and its radiating influence breed the finest emotions in man.
As ‘the real’ approaches ‘the ideal’ love originates and as will
obeys emotion, conduct is built not on logic, but- by a certain
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instinct, In the words of a Gandhian, this instinct is nothing but
reason sublimated and intellect integrated. It is a genius in
action.

We are yet in the primal stages of this experiment anda
study of its technique is a task of delicacy. A Satyagrahi always
cares for the simplest fares to the human body, ‘Soul, eat, drink
and be merry’ is not in his philosophy, but, ‘Body, eat and drink’
and ‘Soul be, merry’. That is why, for the body, he also aims
at the elevation of standard of life. Perceive Mabatmaji in his
clay cottage, before the Charka, spinning out the destiny of a
whole nation !

When might prevails over right, vested interests are armed
with material force- And the Mahatma’s life is one continuous
challenge of the vested interests of man, of white men in South
Africa, the planters in Champaran, the beauracracy in® Khavia
the mill-owners of Ahmedabad, the Savarna Hindus of Travancore
and British imperialism in India. These moral battles of to-day
will become the history of to-morrow and the code of ethics ang
rules of conduct, the day after.

A Satyagrahi is not always unassailable, but he is invulner-
able as long as he believes his judgment. He is a dangerous and
uncomfortable enemy because his body provides not the control
over his soul. Satyagraha is strategy based on truth and non-
violence ; it cannot but be open, for, secrecy— another word for
fear and untruth—is its enemy. Non-viclence compels internal
cleanliness and constant introspection. Why the police is served
with a notice before the launch is made—and the word police !
no wonder, this land is for the police man and his victim —is for
the requisities of its operation. :

To repress our passions and chasten ourselves, the mind
must control the flesh and the soul both, so that the flesh craves
for nothing that intellect condemns and thought that emotion for
bids. What is more commendable than ‘silence’ in relation to
thought and speech, ‘fasting’ tofood and flesh and celibacy to
passions and emotiong ? The periods of silence to Mahatmaji
are periods of the incubation of huge plans that mature in due
season and emerge as full-fledged programmes. ‘If we want, says

®
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he, ‘to listen to the still small voice that speaks within us, it will
not be heard if we continually speak.” Fasting kills the desire of
the flesh and the soul gains energy to work the machine, It is
the fast of a Satyagrahi that drags the enemy whose anxiety for
the other’s life melts all his stoniness and harmonises both.

A clear line of demarcation has to be drawn between
Satyagraha and the scientific philosophies associated with it.
Passive Resistance has in it bitterness and hatred and a tinge of
violence. To the scientist, both are of carbon, but one is diainend
~ and the other graphite. Non-co-operation is different ; it is the
~“attitude of sulky people anxious to wound and unable to strike.
*Civil Disobedience is only a breach of a law and not Satyagraha
as such.

The disintegration of this spiritual atom brings the king-
dem of heaven on Earth. Families, states and nations can use
this energy to create a new world. It has all the conceivable
advantages of war without any of its disadvantages. Every failure
is a stepping stone to success and every success is the crowning
point of a series of failures, Defeated as the opponent may be, all
the dross of his life melts away in the love that burned the
Satyagrahi and he emerges all chastened.

The efficacy of Satyagraha is often questioned. Can it
create a war-free world ? 'War seems to be born with the world.
But has ever a war been waged to end war ? Definitely not. But
illustrations of the achievements of this new weapon are sufficient

proofs for the dawn of a new age, an age in which the sword will
be for the sickle.

What has been said so far is but only a bird’s eye-vidw
of this philesophy. Every word of it hinges round the immortal
name of the Mabatma. Forgiveness is the weapon of the strongest
and ours is not a negative, but a positive weapon. Days are
dawning when the pandemonium raised by foreigners will shatter
to pieces and the paradise of sweet liberty will be regained.



COURTSHIP AMONG BIRDS

By
K. J. Joseph, Class 1V. (Zoology Main)

Birds are mostly shy, nervous, little creatures always on
the alert for danger. 'They are more often heard than seen; so,
it is by their song or sound that we may more easily know which
is which, Tt is during the mating period that birds are seen and
heard to the best advantage. At this time the male birds try to
make themselves as conspicuous as possible by their songs,
sounds, courting antics and by the display of their gorgeous
plumage.

No male bird remains a bachelor if he can avoid it, nor
does any female long despise the attentions of a wortly suitor,
It is judged that there are more males than females in the bird
society. The result is that while every hen almost catainly
obtains a mate, great numbers of cock-birds fail to do so, Thus
even amongst birds, the privilege of winning a wife is not to be
attained without some individual merit and often not without
strife. When a male bird is courting, he exercises to the utmost
every charm and tries to exhibit himself as best as he can in
order to rival his fellows. The methods by which the male bird
wooes her whom he wishes to make his partner are many and
varied amongst the various classes of birds.

As the season of love approaches, the song—bird practises
his notes and perfects his song; he sings loudest and sweetest—or
if his voice be not sweet, his harshest and hoarsest—but always, no
doubt, does his best. It is the song-bird which can most afford
to rely on the exercise of his art to gain a mate. Other birds
must wander, far more than he, from place to place, seeking her.
A song-bird will perch where he can be heard to the best advan-
tage and endeavours to attract her from afar with his passionate
melody. He expresses all his spirit, strength and longing in song.
‘When at last the female answers his call, how joyous and exultant
he is ! In song he invites her to come to him and dares any other

W
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male within hearing to enter into rivalry with him. He is im-
perious, persuasive, boastful and triumphant. -

Birds which are unable to sing usually have substitutes for
song to announce their presence to the females. Thus the Wood-
peckers produce a loud tattoo by hammering with their bills upon
a hollow, resounding surface. The Ruffled-grouse produces a
drumming sound by beating the air with its wings, and the Snipe
produces a bleating sound by mounting high in the air and circling
or plunging in such a way as to cause the two outer feathers of
the tail to vibrate.

Even more interesting than the sounds produced by birds

are the many curious displays of plumage and courting antics.
Very often the male birds are more beautiful and more elegant in

their colour than the females. The display of the Peacock, the
Turkey and the domestic Foul are familiar to all. “The coek
shows off before his wives, sturtting proudly hither and hither,
crowing and flapping his wings'’. The Turkey is a more finished
performer, as he dances about with tail widely spread and trailing
wings, he appears the very personification of conscious pride
though in this respect he is far surpassed by the Peacock. The
way in which a Peacock approaches his lady-love is peculiar.
Placing himself at some distance from her, he erects his train in
gorgeous fan and then, seizing a favourable opportunity, rushes
towards her backwards until, after arriving within a foot or two, he
suddenly whirls round and tries to overwhelm her with the glory
of his plumage”. His display, however, is not received with any
obvious signs of admiration. On the contrary, the modest hen
remains conspicuously indifferent, or appears so, even when his
sudden excitement is emphasised by an earsplitting scream. Both
Peacock and Turkey produce music of the instrumental kind
during their performance, the Turkey by scraping his quills along
the ground, the Peacock by rattling his quills together with a
sound like the pattering of rain on dry leaves,as he turns to-
wards his partner.

Other birds such as the Ponter pigeons, the Pairie chickens
and the Bustards, have peculiar air-sacs which they inflate during
their courtship, giving them a very grotesque appearance. The
Skylarks perform feats of flying during their courtships that are
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quite spectacular. After mounting to such a height that they are
barely visible, and after hovering and singing at that dizzy height,
they suddenly close their wings and drop like stones towards the
earth, One thinks they are about to dash themselves to pieces,
when they gracefully spread their wings and alight.

Many of the Albatrosses and cranes, and certain small
birds as well, have elaborate series of hops, skips and bows
which might be likened to old fashioned .dances. The-Birds—of
Prey except the Owls and the Falcons join with their mates in
wonderful aerial dances. We get a fine picture of this in Walt
Whitman’s description of the dalliance of Eagles “high in space
together”,

“The clinching interlocking claws, a living, fierce, gyrating

wheel,
Four beating wings, two beaks, a swirling mass tight
grappling,
In tumbling turning clustering loops, straight downward
falling,

Till O’er the river pois’d, the twain yet one, a moments lull,
A motionless still balance in the air, then parting, talons
3 loosing,
Upward again con slow-firm pinions slanting, their separate
diverse flight,

She hers, he his, pursuing,”

Reading it we can almost hear “the sudden muffled sound” and
see the mad, tumultuous downward rush, arrested at the very
moment when it seems that both birds must inevitably be pIunged
together into the river below,

It is not unusual for the female-bird to receive the atten-
tions of her wooer at first with apparent indifference if not annoy-
ance. Gradually she begins to display a sort of languid interest
in his love-making. In other cases, however, she is more coy and
takes to flight—whether in earnest or not. Though her retreat
be swift and energetic at first, it is often continued with littlé
persistence, and it seems as if she wished to be overtaken- Thus
the female Kingfisher often torments her devoted lover for half a
day, coming and calling him and then taking to flight. But she
never lets him out of her sight the while, looking back as she flies
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and measuring her speed, and wheeling back when he suddenly
gives up the pursuit. The Bower-bird of Australia leads her mate
a chase up and down their skilfully built pleasure house (bower)
and many other birds behave in a similar way. Too often the
male must exercise all his arts and all his crafts before the
reluctance of the female is overcome,

This is only too short an account of the courtship of the
plumy people. Indeed many volumes might be written on this
fascinating theme for the subject is almost inexhaustible and the
methods adopted are of endless variety., No-where in the wide
range of animal life is there a greater wealth and variety of
romance than amongst birds. In all their varied activities and
habits is present that curiously pervading romantic charm.

THE DANCE OF LIFE

BY

M. A. Johnson, Junior Intermediate Class,
Lita is speaking :

“We wretched ones have only one consolation. When our
sad tales of stark misery are unfolded a trembling tear drop of
sympathy in our listener’s eye is all we need. Till now I burned
with an inward agony. Yet told my tale to none. But today I
cannot feign.......... no, I cannot veil my sorrow. All my powers
of endurance have vanished...... I rend all my veils of shame, for
hark ! listen ! there sound the marriage pipes and drums, shafts of
fire scorching my stricken soul. O Earth ! open your jaws once
more, hide me, let me sleep for ever in the cool and tranquil
depths of your heart, Oh! mighty mother! who else will pity
me ? Those matrimonial drums sound to me like the very din
of the deluge !

O, thou "all compassionate! why do you grant no help
when the bliss of one becomes another’s bane? My castles of
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hope are crashing to the ground, Why am I adorned in this decora®
tion ? It is a mockery | Sorrow, my only friend, let me be as
naked as you! Listen. Are you listening? I will tell you my
woeful tale. In those days I was not a renowned dancer, To-day
my dance can charm men’s hearts and quicken their look, but
ther I was an obscure maiden living with my parents in another
land. Those were the days when the blind cupid haunted my
dreams. Those were the days when | used to feel dazzled at my
own beauty whenever [ looked into a mirror.

I think that life is a flower bestowed to be oﬁered at the
golden feet of the Goddess of Art, My dance used to reflect the
dance of glee of the tender blossom when touched by the gentle
breeze. Th: hum of the bee and the melody of the koel’s chant
were blended in my voice. Many votaries used to wait impatient-
ly at the dancing door of my youth with their very lives as their
offerings. Just for a glance of my eyes they would wait for hours
Even in these dark days the joy of that time charms me like a
pleasant dream.

On that day.........that unforgettable day........ a dance
recital was arranged. The lights went out suddenly, the curtain
swept back and the dance began. In the dim light he danced
like the brilliance of lightning with magical rythm. In his eyes
shone the light of full moon of autumn. On his lips twinkled a
bewitching smile. I was caught in the sweep of his dance like a
leaf in a whirl wind. All the while I felt as though I were borne
on some viewless wings into a golden land of dreams. Amidst
admiring shouts the performance ended. 1 woke from my trance.
This was my first sight of him. Gradually my admiration grew
into adoration. | attended his every performance and became
convinced - that he was “the ‘very god’ of dance reincarnate, I
requested him to take me as his disciple. To my great delight
he consented. Time went on and he recognised my talent and
aptitude. : | :

The day of the dancer’s departure to his native land was
fast approaching. I implored my parents to allow me to tour
with bim. They blankly refused. What could I do ? At last I
requested him to let me accompany him. . It was not difficult to
obtain his consent without the knowledge of my parents, severing
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all the sweet bonds of affection I set sail along with him to Ran~
goon. That night was dark. 1 had the last glimpse of my be-
loved native shore. Tears rushed forth in torrents. But the
hopes of a dreamy future assuaged and consoled me. 1 cast a
tearful glance at his beautiful face. At once I perceived that L
had with me something dearer than that which I was deserting
Dance was our all and all.

He took me home. The fragrant hospitality and the
gentle care he bestowed on me made me feel convinced that it
was the greatest fortune of my life to be his pupil. My dance
took wonderful turns. I imbibed every detail of my master’s.
unique technique with the ever waxing dreams of future; days
flew on happily. But.....cee..s
Austin Speaks ;

“Yes. Litas dexterity surprises me. Though I have devoted
myself to the art for years altogether the felicitous ease of her
movements is 2 marvel to me. She dances like an enchanted
peacock with its outspread plumes of myriad colours before the
floating rain cloud in the blue. Her beauty is that of a star’ when
only one is shining in the sky’. It is presumption to call her my
disciple. The more I ponder over her talent the more I want to
be her disciple. Yet my ego cries out “impossible.”

Poor Lita, she knows nothing else than dance. She be=
lieves that all the world around isa pare white innocent flower

like her. At times her innocence overwhelms me. No:longer are
we master and pupil.

Her dance grows more exquisite day by day. One day
Lita will be hailed as the Very Coddess of Dance. At times my
heart is tossed by many cross-currents. But my affection for her
overcomes all other reactions of personal pride and envy. In my
heart of hearts, lurks a holy desire: Will not Lita be mine?
Then why did she keep silent with down cast looks and flushed
- countenance when 1 proposed it ?- Ianticipate the happy day
when she will ascend the throne of my heart and - will ever reign
Supreme as my Eternal Queen :

Meanivhile the Governor has invited us to dance. Lita is
in raptures. We set out with our troupe., And then........... 2
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The Old Poet speaks :

“Even when Austin was not so well known I was the poet
of his troupe. He did not discard me even after he became
famous; with my insight I am able to plumb the depths of ‘his
heart and of Lita’s. For that auspicious day of union of these two
dancers I was keenly waiting. But Listen !

At the Governor’s court we were welcomed with music and
garlands. The next day at dawn the trumpets pealed. The
stage was well decorated. The Governor came and took his seat.
The bugle echoed out. The curtain was drawn. Like dawn Lita
came serene and beautiful making her obeisance to the spell
bound audience. Then began her dance. In her rythmic movements
the legendary heroine Radha came to life once more. Every heart
was touched to tears, the yearning and the endless Vigil of Radha-
The pitch of the music rose high. The dance became tempestu-
ous. In that ecstatic frenzy Lita swooned. All thought that Radha
herself swooned! From the balcony garlands and ornaments were
showered down. But she never more danced,

Then Austin came as the ever—eluding Krishna and danced
marvellously. Yet ncne heeded, none appreciated. The curtain
fell of a sudden. Never have [ seen before such fury in- Austin’s
face ; nor will I ever see it again, His eyes grew fierce. Yet trem-
bled with tears. His face was that of Reproach and Rage in
human mask.

Lita regained her consciousness. She was puzzled, astoni-
shed and embarassed at the sight of the heaps of presents. Bug
why did not Austin come and thank her ? First she became
angry. After a while she went to him. But he did not even
cast a glance upon her. L.ita’s pride was hurt. Yet she began to
speak first, Yet Austin sat with his face away from her, like an
idol of stone, Much wounded she ran to her chamber and wept
like a child.........

The next morning we were returning home. Austin did
not ask Lita to start. But she herself joined the troupe. Casting
away all shame and pride she questioned him prostrating herself
at his feet. “Why this cruel punishment, master?” He did not
speak but turned his face away. She described the furious, blood-
red flames in his eyes. She could not understand. She rose up
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in an uncontrollable fit of passion, ran to Austin and shrieked
“What is my crime?” She wept aud wailed. But he sat pitiless
like a petrified monster, his eyes alive with jealousy, hatred ran-
cour and antagonism.

= At home days crept on. Yet he never exchanged a word

and began to spurn her very presence. I consoled her and shel-
tered this deserted soul under my roof. The torment and agony
preyed upon her. In her sleep she used to cry out “For you, for
you alone I left all.....where am T to go ?".

O, the hissing of that venomous viper. Austin whither is
fled your humanity ? How did you turn into such a stone all of
a sudden ? Woe is me; How can | narrate the final ? My heart
trembles and my words falter.........

One day I received a wedding invitation. I was astonished
on opening it! Seeing it in my bands. Lita stood unmoved like
a monument of alabaster. In her face I saw the ruin of her castle
of hope. I heard in her heart throbs the sob of a broken harp.

Today Austin is going to marry one of the ordinary dan-
cers of his troupe. From a distance Lita beheld a couple with a
face of calm dissembling the impending storm. In the wink of
an eye, she vanished like a lightning flash, like a fleeting dream.

I sought everywhere for her in vain. [ ran to the marri-
age altar and emotionally cried out to Austin “Man, did you com-
pletely forget the bliss of the old love in the flush of the new one?
But he did not speak nor move. “Lita | Where have you gone?
‘Where, O, Where.”

¥ X X X X

I know you are anxious to question me “Where Lita gone?
But who can say to what remoter, desolate strands, the wreck of
storm-tossed Vessel is borne ?



PLATO’S VIEW OF LIFE AFTER DEATH

- BY
Flora A. G. Hilda, Class IV, Philosophy Section

Life after death is a problem that has engaged the serious
attention of all thinkers of all ages, and divergent views have been
promulgated by different schools of thought. Every religion,
worth the name, pagan or otherwise, champions the cause of the
immortality of soul, as well as that of the reality of the existence
of life after death. Each school of thought has its own advocates,
though want of uniformity in details, makes many sceptical.
Nihilists, sceptics, and Sedducees, ever exist and it is not possible
te argue them out. This subject of a visionary nature as it is
cannot be preved in a laboratory and the attempt of the modern
occultists to demonstrate the existence of an after life, cannot be
said to be successful. Clairvoyants and mystics are the apostles
of the creed of immortality and not a few share their beliefs.

Research has proved beyond doubt that :the earliest man
with his ‘human form divine’ was a believer in a life after death.
Tombs of the dead lying scattered wide over the world, in Egypt,
Crete, Central Asia and elsewhere, bear witness to this. Ancient
Greeks and Romans never doubted it and founded their systems
of thought on this foundation. Though denied by a few pleasure-
hunting supetficial egoists, the belief in futurity is a moral deter~
rent factor and as such, is highly salutary. Absence of a healthy
fear in the make up of the modern man, is a regrettable curse.
Absence of this deterrent factor encourages some to perpetrate
atrocities in cold blood. Fear of punishment prevents one, if he
is sufficiently sane, from committing a torbidden act. To a nor-
mal man a healthy fear in proper proportions is indispensable and’
he who possesses it in the proper measure will function asa
decent member of society. |

Not that the modern fearless man should be held down by

superstitious awe of the future, bu’ P study of the
theme of life after death will ma //I/I/ rice before

iy
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committing an unworthy deed, is what I have in mind. To the
Greeks as to the Hindus, the life is a continuous one, the past
~ shaping the present and both the future. They argued and arriv-
ed At the conclusion, that the best was the good and just, and that
no evil shall be-fall a man either in this, or in the world to come.
Socrates did believe that a good man will get glorious rewards
for his goodness in the life to come and he was fearless to face
death in this conviction, His was not a death devoid of hope,
the death of a beast, but a cheerful and hopeful death of a saint.
The possibility of a future life makes a man know what is good
and pursue it for the valuable reward set before them that win
the race.

The Greek conception of the immortality of the soul and
the existence after death is given by Plato in his Republic. 'The
testimony of Erus, the Phamphilian, who in a battle, died and lay
unburied for twelve days, is reproduced. He was on the thirteenth
day placed on the funeral pile. Just then he revived and gave
an account of what he saw during his short sojourn in the other
world. Plato relies on this account, for the reason that the story
of one who actually saw and knew what happened beyond, was
more reliable than vague surmises. Many may not attach much
importance to the story. Anyhow as the story embodies the
Platonic conception of the afterlife, it is set forth for the curious
to know. :

‘According to Erus, the departed soul journeys to a region
of spirits where there are two gulfs in the earth and two openings.
in the heavens, Judges sit in the middle of these. They have
before them the account of the doings of the souls. They give
judgment commanding the just to the right upwards through
heaven. The unjust descend through the hole in the left side
Through the other hole in the earth souls full of squalor and dust
come out and through the other, in the heaven, souls descend
pure from heaven. They seem to come from a long journey.
The outgoing souls rest in the meadow below and exchange salu-
tations and converse with one another, of the things in each place.
The souls of the just journey for a period of thousand years in
heavenly regions and of the unjust for the same period underneath
the earth, The wicked, weeping and wailing, recall and natrate
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their sad experiences during the thousand years and- the just in
bliss, their joyful experiences. Each person’s life is considered
as hundred years and each suffers or enjoys ten fold, that is for a
period of thousand years So if any one had put any to death
either by betraying cities or armies, for each of all these, they
reaped tenfold sufferings. But for impiety towards gods and
parents and for suicide, the punishments are great. When these
persons are near the mouth of the opening and are about to come
up, the mouth of the opening does not admit, but bellows. Then
fierce men understanding the bellowing take them and lead them
apart, binding their hands and feet and thrusting down their head
and pulling off their skin, drag them to an outer road, tearing
them on thorns and throw them into Tartarus. When the mouth
of the opening is silent, every one gladly ascends. The rewards
are the reverse of these.

: Every one after spending seven days in the meadow depart
on the eighth day and after four day’s travel they arrive at another
place. They see a light resembling the rain-bow stretching
through the whole heaven and earth and they arrive there alter
one day’s journey. This light is the belt of heaven and from its
extremities hang the distaff of Necessity. There are eight whirls
and each is fitted within the other like casks fitted one within
another. Of these, the eighth has the swiftest motion. The
fourth in swiftness is the third and the fifth is the second and itis
turned on the knees of Necessity.

On each of the circles on the upper side is seated a Syren
uttering her voice in one monotone, but the wheole of them being
eight, composed one harmony. There are other three sitting
round at equal distance one from another each on a throne, the
daughters of Necessity, the Fates, in white vestments and having
crowns on their heads. They are Lachesis, Clotho, and Atropos
and they are singing to the harmony of the- Syrens; Lachesis
singing the past, Clotho, the present and Atropos, the futuré,‘
Clotho at certain intervals with her right hand laid hold of :the -
spindle and along with her mother turned about the outer: circle
and Atropos turned the inner ones with her left hand and Laches-
is touched both these severally with either hand. .Here .we can
note the interdependent nature of one’s whole life.
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The spirits go directly to Lachesis, Then a prophet first
of all ranges them in order. Then taking the lots and the models
of lives he ascends on a lofty tribunal and says. ‘The speech of
virgin Lachesis the daughter of Necessity ; Souls of a day ! The
beginning of another period of men of mortal race. The daemon
shall not receive you as his lot, but you shall choose the daemon:
ke who draws the first, let him first make choice of a life; to
which he must of necessity adhere ; virtue is independent which
every one shall partake of, more or less according as he honours,
or dishonours her ; the cause is in himself, who makes the choice
and God is blameless.” So saying he throws on all of them the
Iots and each takes up the one which falls beside him and he is
allowed to take no other than that. When he takes it he knows
what number he has drawn. He placeson the ground the models
of lives many more than those we see at present, There are
lives of all sorts of animals and human lives of every kind.: But
there is no disposition of soul among these models, because of
necessity on choosing a different life it becomes different itself.
The prophet says ‘Even to him who comes last, choosing with
judgment and living consistently there is prepared a desirable
life, no way bad. Let neither him who is first be heedless in his
choice, nor let him who is last despair.

It would be very interesting to note how God is free from
blame. Solomon the Wise said, ‘the lot is cast into the lap ; but
the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord’. Then one may ask,

* “Is not God to be blamed for disposing of the lot as He liked ?*
The truth according to Plato, is otherwise. God has so created
man that he is given a free will capable of discerning right from
wrong, virtue from vice and choosing whatever way of life-honor=
ing cr dishonoring virtue, according to his own choice. So when
the lot is cast, only that which is in justice due to him falls on
him. As you sow so you reap and you cannot expect to gather
grapes of thorns or figs of thistles, So God is blameless as the

1ot that you deserve falls to you. You choose whatever you like
according to your disposition. It is open to man to choose the
way of life that he likes most and the choice of selection depends
upon the disposition that one has acquired in his past life, Happy
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the man who chooses the best with judgment. This is the burden
of song of Plato.

4 Now we can consider how foolishly mortals behave in these
circumstances. Erus gives the account of how different souls
chose different types of life. The first man who drew a lot, chose
the greatest tyranny. The soul of Orpheus, through hatred of
women, chose the life of a swan ; the soul of Ajax chose the life
of a lion. Agamemnon'’s choice fell on the life cf an eagle. Atlante
remembering the honors conferred on atheletic men chose thats
Ulyssess, remembering his formal trials, chose the life of a private
man of no business. The souls of wild beasts went into men and
men again into beasts. The unjust changed into wild beasts and
the just into tame. So the choice is with man.

After all the souls have chosen their lives, they go to
Lachesis and she gives to every one the daemon (the spirit that
holds the middle place between gods and men) who chooses to be
with him as his guardian,- Then they are sent to Clotho to ratify
under her hand and by the whirl of the vortex of her spindle, the
destiny he chcoses by lot and then they are taken to Atropos.
who makes the destinies irreversible, Then they proceed directly
under the throne of Necessity. They march on into the plain
of Lethe amidst dreadful heat and scorching. At night they
encamp beside the river Amelete, whose water no vessel contains
and all of them must of necessity drink some water and those
who drink forget every thing- When they are fast asleep at
midnight there is thunder and an earthquake and they are carried
upwards some one way and some another approaching to genera-
tion like stars, and mortals in millions are born into this world, ,

Plato has given us in a nutshell what goes.on behind the
veil from the time of disapperance of the human soul to its re-
appearance on the earth. The soul being immortal is indestructi-
ble. What it enjoys during its sojourn in the regions beyond
depends upon the nature of life that man lives during his life time,
Plato emphasises that the study which enables a man to discern
a good life from the bad is of utmost importance and it is the duty
of every man to attach much importance to this study. What
a fall in the ideal !! The modern man attaches much importance
to the study of the matters mundane and pursues the mirage of
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pleasure in its search after true happiness, That which destroys
and corrupts everything is evil and that which preserves and pro-
fits is the good, says Plato. The three sisters, daughters of
Necessity represent the Past, Present and Future. The enjoyments
of the present are the fruits of the labours of the past and the
 future is conditioned on the present. The fool that sows the
whirl-wind shall reap the hurricane’, is the eternal law. So he
who chooses a bad life is sure to suffer. As the period from birth
to death is only a part of the whole life, which is eternal, one
should attach more importance to the matters pertaining to the
soul than to the fleeting, enervating pleasures of life,

To conclude then, non-existence of life after death has not
been proved by any nor has its existence bzen proved to the satis-
faction of all. But overwhelming evidence in the testimony of
the greatest and noblest of men whose ideas and ideals still persist
and operate to change the course of life of those that care to do
so from bad to good, challenges those who doubt the possibility
of life after death. Jesus of Nazareth, Socrates, Buddha, Moham™
med, Sri Rama Krishna Parama Hamsa, Sri Ramana Maharshi
and Gandhiji to name only a few who would never dare to uttera
lie even to gain the whole world, all can be cited as witnesses, We
believe the word of men of less merit and act on it. Then why
not accept the conclusions arrived at and believed by the great
sages and saints. The debris of the earth clouds our vision.
Shake off the debris and see the vision. Turn like small children
and know the truth and let the truth make us ree-free to seek
virtue and pursue the good and the just even as Plato taught, and
run the race to receive the reward reserved for the victorious in
the life to come. = '



A PROMISING CAREER

By
P. G. Rajagopal, Class IV.

“Ah” said Subbu, agreeably. . .

“Eh ?” I muttered, fidgetting. “Oh, ah. Yes. Er—What?’

Sunshine glimmered all over the road, but that day it
seemed particularly brilliant, as it reflected on the sign board
put up at the entrance of the Restaurant. Imagine my condition,
held up by Subbu just in front of the Restaurant ! I glanced about
desperately, for a way of escape.

=& spot of Tunch..ciiicieer ;" began Subbu in the most good
humoured way. '

“Would a friendly meteorite arrive ? Would a convenient
chasm open at my feet?”’ I wondered. Even an atom-bomb, I
wouldn’t have minded at that desperate moment. I said, “a
spot of lunch is just what we want at the moment,” repeated
Subbu with a winning smile. ;

“No, ho!”, I exclaimed in terror. “Not lunch. It’s too
early, It’s too hot. I never lunch. Besides, the clock in my
room is slow and I have only just had Monday evening’s dinner”
Subbu only smiled.

I should explain that my first impulse, on seeing Subbu’s
buoyant, balloon-like face bobbing about among the crowd, had
been to bolt, to run for dear life. Not that Subdu is revolting, or
a bore. On the contrary he has a touching smile and taking ways.
In fact, he’s touched me for so many eight anna pieces and taken
~ so many ‘meals at my expense that at one time [ used to write his
name under the “Dependents” column of my income-tax form

“Now, don’t be an ass,” said Subbu, “l have been wanting
to give you a nice little treat—a spot of lunch that you will re-
member all your life—"

“Me! You want to give me ? I yelped in pure astonish-
ment. 154816

“Sure,” said Subbu, “Come on old man”. s 9‘? {067[ =
- Hb
P
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Dazed, I followed him to one of those discreet little Res-
taurants where even the prices are casefully screened from the
vulgar gaze, gt

“Order away,” said Subbu.

I ordered. *‘Order a lot more,” said Subbu. “I want to
tell you the story of my life; and the secret of my rise. to a steady
position with a regular income. Ice cream or fruit salad ?”

“Both,” I replied, happily.

“Listen,” said Subbu. “Mine has been a hard struggle ;
but now [ look back upon those years without bitterness. I see
the incidents of the past in their true perspective’’.

“While you are looking back upon your past,” [ men-

tioned wistfully, do you remember my lending you ten bob in the
spring of ’43 or again last September or...... 2

Subbu coughed. “Don’t interrupt, Where was I? Ah, Yes:
My boyhood. Even at school I was misunderstood. They called
me, “the lazy lizard” and my masters predicted that I would go
far, most probably in a police van. The Head said my works
showed great promise ; but that if my family took suitable pre-
cautions it might still be possible for the dreadful promise to be
unfulfilled.  And when the family asked my tutor to recommend
a suitable position for me, he replied that he had often thought I
might do well hanging head downwards from a coconut tree.”

“Pretty tough,” I observed.

“Now though 1 started life under a cloud, I was determined
to face reality in the raw and earn my own living. Quite a num-
ber of people do, you know. In this I was strongly encouraged
by my uncle, who is a highly respectable citizen of Madras. Did
you ever meet the old toad, ?” asked Subbu. :

I reminded Subbu that I knew none of his family. Up to
now, one had been more than enough. ;

“Have some more “chatni” ?” asked Subbu. “Well,” he
proceeded, “Uncle Sam—we call him Sam, though his name is
Samba Moorthy—possesses a heart of gold. About nine carats
and that makes a pretty tough alloy. Having paid my bills for
about 10 years, he suddenly wrote declaring that unless I embark=
ed on a career of usefulnass within six months, he would send me
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his portrait as a parting gift and devote his declining years (and
rapidly declining fortune) to breeding tame rats. His letter was
somewhat offensively worded ; and suggested that the tame rats
would be a welcome change.”

“Pooh |”

“Hang it, had not I provided the old man with a sort of
unpaid charity organizer, by taking charge of his spare money.
And that sentence about his declining fortune was a barefaced lie.
T know for a fact the bank manager takes his boots off and bow§
three times before even looking at Uncle Sam’s Account. :

Distasteful though it was to a fellow like - myself—with a
wild and picturesque nature—I forced myself to contemplate
work.

Now you will agree that work is not a thing to be under-
taken lightly- I first made enquiries about it, I knew one or two
blokes who knew blokes who worked, and in the library I found
that chaps had actually written books about it. “Secrets of
success,” and “How to carve out a career” and all that, But no

doubt you have read them all.”
“I have,” 1 sighed with the bitterness of experience.

“And you will understand,” Subbu argued, “that they sim-
ply don’t provide for a case like mine. I was a youngman with
large ideas, grand vision, and romantic spirit. I can’t tell you
how disappointed I was in those books, As each new one came
out, I scanned the index, for some guide to a suitablc profession
such as gun.running, lion-taming, arctic exploration, stratosphere-
flying, snake-charming or whale-catching. Such obvious openings
for a bright young man were never mentioned. Instead, I was
urged to become an apprentice or to cram myself with silly statis-
tics to pass futile examinations to get sordid certificates to qualify
for piffling positions in——in——"

“Horrible offices ?”’ I suggested.

“Exactly,” said Subbu. *“Tchah!”

“Tchah ! Iagreed, politely and helped myself to some
more “Halva”. %

The waiter grovelled before us. “Coffee ? Sir or is it tea ?"”
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“Both,” said Subbu, “and cigarettes of various shapes
and sizes, please.”

He turned to me. “Naturally, after three or four months I
went to Madras and appealed to Uncle, Sam. Most occupations,
I pointed out, were crushing to a spirited young man and would
lead to nothing but old age. Where else did I want to get, he
asked. I told him I would be prepared to become a poet, a lawyer,
a painter or a radio repairer, given time. Pooh, said Urcle Sam,
they aren’t jobs ; they are diseases. So I touched him for a
meal and my fare and went into the town. Thus, one morning, I
walked down the ‘Strand’ with but a rupee in my hand!”

Subbu pauses, dramatically.

“Ah!” I quessed, “You bought a stock of bootlaces; or
may be a hammer and some nails, and....”

“Don’t drivel,” said Subbu. “Didn’t T need a break, after all
this trouble ? I bought a cheap thriller——one of those sixpenny
things that you get in stalls—and went and lay down in the Park.
And as I lay partly reading and partly dozing, I saw it all I”

“All what " I muttered. The coffee was before us by now-.

“Why, my career, said Subbu, “The Thriller gave me the
idea. Intrigue, adventure, hair breadth escapes deep plots, these
rarely come the way of the quill driving clerk, the shop-keeper or
the school master. Yet for me it was that kind of work, or noth-
ing. And at last I had hit upon it |”

“Oh " 5

“I could become a detective,” said Subbu, simply.

“You ?” I gasped, for with all his highly coloured visions,
Subbu is a most mild-looking individual-

“Not Scotland yard of course,” explained Subbuy, airily,
“They always make appalling blunders, and have to call ina
Baker Street man to solve things. No, 1 decided to set up asa
private consultant, and form a nice connection among the jewel-
thieves and the crowned heads. -

“Unfortunately there was no hope of interesting my wick-
ed Uncle Sam in this Scheme. He would have laughed himself
siek at the idea of my detecting anything, and he had made it
clear that I must find what he called a proper job or never darken
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his door again. Yes, those were his very words. The rest of my
Telations and friends would have scoffed pretty openly, too. People

seem to think I haven’t much brain. But 1 was determined to
show them. So, I just disappeared.”

“Disappeared ?”’

“I Jeft a brief note, stating that after their lack of sympathy
and encouragement I refused to be a burden cn the family any
longer ; and that 1'd returnwhen I'd made good- Then I took
a tiny office just around a corner in one of thé busiest streets T
could find in Madras and spent my last few bobs advertising my-=
self as “A Mpystery Man” and a private Detective. And—well,
there | am !” “Congratulations " I exclaimed, “Plenty of clients?”
Subbu smiled oddly. “Ah! Only one. But he pays well.

“A day or two after I had opened up, I heard a heavy per-
son wheezing up the stairs. A client! The steps looked suspicious,
though. On an impulse, I whipped on a false beard and spectacles,
A minute or so later, my uncle Sam lumbered in. Poor old lads
he had come walking all the way from*“—— pet.” ‘““Mr. Smith—
that was thé pseudo-name I gave myself — Mr. Smith,” says he,
“] am in great trouble. By my hard-heartedness, I have driven
my dear nephew, Subbu from the bosom of the family; and I
want the boy found. What will it cost, Mr. Smith ?”

“Eh! Then—." :

“Exactly,” chuckled my host, lighting another cigarrette.
“Uncle Sam is now paying me4en quid a week to search for my-
self ; and he is so repentant he has vowed to keep on paying me,
till I find myself. Iaddie, why should'I work? I have a job for
life. Just once a week—as Mr. Smith, the Detective—1 toddle
along to my little office to pick vp uncle’s cheque. Today is the
day, in fact. So if you will excuse me while I skip round for my
salary—"

I sat quite amazed at Subbu’s good luck and felt not a little
jealous of him. But soon I began to feel uneasy about his sudden
departure. And I was myself just about to Jeave the place when
I heard a voice behind me, “You haven’t paid your bill, please.”

I swore to myself that [ will find that swindler, Subbu if
it takes me years. =~ The Rascal had cheated me with his story.
In fact I would even hire a detective if I could get one. i



COSMIC RAYS

BY
P. HARIHARAN,
Junior M. Sc. Class.

Suspended in total darkness between .the pole facesof a
giant electro-magnet, in a field ten thousand times more powerful
than that due to the earth, a cloud chamber awaits the onslaught
of ‘a charged particle from interstellar space. Suddenly, an atomic
fragment, far too small for the most powerful microscope to
render it visible, flashes threugh the chamber; tearing earthwards
at over nine million milesa minute, with an energy, weight for
weight, ninety billion times greater than a rifle bullet. Valve
operated relays trip, and the flash of a discharge tube illuminates
the chamber for a split second, as automatic cameras record the
trail left in the wake of the cosmic projectile. One more step has
been taken towards solving the riddle of the ultimate constitution
of matter.

How do scientists photograph invisible cosmic ray particles
moving at incredible speeds ? Where do cosmic rays come from
and what are they ? What is going to emerge from all the patient
labour lavished on cosmic ray research ? Physicists can” answer
these questions only in part. From these studies will come,
eventually information which will advance our knowledge in me-

teorology, astrophysics and nuclear Physics.

Cosmic rays, charged particles streaming down ceaselessly
from outer space, and hitting every square foet on this earth, al-
most at the rate of one every minute, are still one of the unsolved
problems of science. ~ They are the most powerful projectiles
known, a million times more energetic than the fastest pafticies.
created in the laboratory, and capable of penetrating a metre of
lead with the same ease with which a bullet gces through a match-
box, Their energy, measured in electron volts, is of the order of
billions. When you remember that the voltage of a lightning
flash is a million volts, you get an idea of the collossal forces at
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work. Owing to this terrific energy, cosmic ray particles react
with the fundamental sub-atomic particles constituting matter,
resulting in the conversion of mass into energy, and the creation
of new particles from electromagnetic energy. The study of these
interactions has already led to the discovery of two new building
blocks of nature — the positron or positive electron, and the
meson— as important as the proton, the electron and the
neutron.

The discovery of cosmic rays was, in part, a consequence
of studies on the conductivity of air produced by radium and other
radio-active minerals. These drew attention to the small residual
conductivity always possessed by air, and further research soon
showed that, contrary to all expectations, this inexplicable leak-
age of electricity was very much greater at extremely high alti-
tudes, necessitating the assumption that it was due to radiation
coming from outside the earth., Since the leakage was unaffected
by solar and stellar phenomena, it was plain that the radiation
causing it originated somewhere else in space, and so the rays
were named ‘cosmic rays’, or rays from interstellar space. It does
not follow from this that all the cosmic rays recorded at sea level
originate in outer space. In fact, many of "them are secondary
rays, produced by the impact of a single powerful primary ray on
the upper atmosphere.

As already mentioned, cosmic ray particles are electrically
charged—some positively, some negatively—and so, as they ap-
proach the earth from space, they are acted on by the earth’s
magnetic field.  This gives rise to some interesting effects. One
of these is the so-called latitude effect, which is caused by particles
having lower energies being deflected away from the equator and
towards the poles. This results in an abrupt increase in cosmic
ray intensity at a latitude of about 45°, as one proceeds towards
the poles. Another interesting discovery was that more cosmic
ray particles come from the West than from the East. This fact
shows that cosmic radiation contains more positively chaiged
particles than negatively charged particles, and even suggests that
the primary cosmic radiation is composed essentially of positively
charged particlcs.
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In the study of the energy and charge of cosmic ray particles,
the most powerful tools devised so far, are the Geiger counter
and the Wilson cloud chamber., The Geiger counter is simply a
gas-filled metal tube, with an insulated wire charged to a high
potential stretched across it. When a cosmic ray particle passes
through the counter, it sets off a short, sharp discharge of electri-
city between the wire and the cylinder, This can be amplified
and made to actuate relays and counting mechanisms, and thus
provide an index of the passage of cosmic ray particles By
connecting together two or more counters separated by any con-
venient distance, we get a ‘cosmic ray telescope’, which will res-
pond only to particles passing through all the counters in a parti-
cular direction. This device has played a valuable part in
investigating the east-wast variation of cosmic ray intensity.

Even more useful is the Wilson cloud chamber, which
provides a direct method of seeing cosmic rays in action. As the
cosmic ray particle traverses the glass-fronted cloud chamber,
sets off a pair of Geiger counters, which actuate relays operating
the mechanism of the chamber, as well as flashlights and cameras
turned on the path of the particle. During its incredibly rapid
passage through the chamber, the particle tears off electrical
charges from the gas atoms with which it collides on the way;,
turning them into electrically charged ions. This process goes
on all the time in the atmosphere, quite unseen, but in the cham-
ber the stage is set for further developments, The space within
it is saturated with water vapour and as the counters trigger off
the apparatus, the back is pulled out a little, so that the gas with-
in expands and cools suddenly. Part of the water vapour im-
mediately settles in tiny droplets of dew on the ions, in the track
of the cosmic ray, rendering it visible as a thin streak of cloud.
Almost instantaneously, the lights flash and the trail is photograph=
ed. Due to the tremendous magnetic field in which the chamber
is placed, the “track is curved and the charge and energy of the
particle can be calculated from measurements of the curvature.

In spite of its extreme simplicity, the clond chamber has
already proved its value in cosmic ray work by bringing to light
two new sub-atomic particles. In the course of researches with
the cloud chamber, Professor Anderson observed tracks of parti~
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cles which curved in the opposite direction to electrons, (which
are negatively charged) yct had the same mass as electrous, This
led to the discovery of one more fundamental particle, the posi-
tron or positive electron. This new addition to the family of
Nature’s building bricks had been independently predicted by
theory, but it was left to cosmic ray workers to study it in detail
and demonstrate its actual existence, thus marking one more step
in the elucidation of the mystery of the atom,

Early cosmic ray research workers were puzzled by the
great penetrating power of cosmic rays, which could not be aserib-
ed to any of the particles then known. The enigma was solved
in 1936, by the discovery of the meson or heavy electron, with a
mass nearly a hundred times that of the electron. Most of the
penetrating cosmic-ray particles are now known to be mesouns,
produced in the upper layers of the atmosphere. How exactly
they are created is still a mystery, yet a few facts have been ob-
tained about their extremely brief life. Positive, negative and
neutral mesons exist, the charge of the meson being the same as
the charge of the electron in magnitude. The meson is born,
flashes through the atmosphere, and dies in less than.a millionth
of a second, the disintegration product being a positron or an
electron. :

Mesons form the penetrating component of the bursts of
cosmic radiation which take place periodically. Cosmic ray
showers, as these are sometimes called, comprise all three types
of cosmic ray particles—electrons, positrons and mesons, and have

- been explained on the basis of the cascade theory of Bhabha and
Heitler as due to the successive multiplication of secondary cos-
mic ray particles in the atmosphere, all tracing their origin back
to a single particle of extremely high energy arriving from space.
Such showers contain many thousands of particles and extend
over quite large areas.

More than ever, with the atomic age in sight, cosmic rays
occupy a place of the greatest importance in the field of modern
research work since, they give us valuable information on the
processes involved in the building of atoms. . What exactly is the
nature of the primary cosmic radiation, whether it is produced by
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the annihilation of matter or by the creation of matter in inter-
stellar space, all these have not yet been explained. The problem
is certainly fascinating, and as ever, the chief hope lies in more
and more extended observations at still higher altitudes. With
the adyent of rocket propulsion, these are already in sight and a
decade may suffice to unlock these secrets. Until then, cosmic
rays will continue to be, as they have been so far, one of the un-
solved mysteries of science.

WHEN FORTUNE SMILES, .,

By
R, ViswWANATHAN, Senior B. Sc. Classe

Doctor Ramnath occupied a unique position in social cir-
cles. A full-fledged physician, he knew his profession. Rich
and poor alike thronged his bungalow at all "times and he on his
part, took extreme pains to treat his patients to everyone's satise
faction. Nature had been prodigal to him of her rarest gifts, - In
spite of all these, he was a bachelor and hoped to remain as such
for ever. Immense wealth and unlimited honours from the peo~
ple only made him a complete ascetic.

Barely seven years had passed since his advent to Poona
as a practising physician. But within this short peried, he had
virtually and insensibly gained the respect and admiration of all
the people by his nice behavionr and bed-side manners. A stately
stature, an exquisite form and an expressive face only “added to
his other various good qualities. The doctor Sahib was un-
ostentatious and his family consisted of his aged mother, and his
sister’s son, Satish.

It was a Sunday morning. . Doctor Ramnath disengaged
from all his work, was reading the day's newspaper. He was
dead tired and was calmly perusing the columns, when a girl of
fourteen years appeared atthe door-step. She was in rags,
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and big tears rolled down her pale, yet rosy cheeks, Her guile
less face instantly attracted the doctor. Her swollen eyes and
hishevelled hair were a clear indication that she was surrounded
by some impending calamity, Throwing away the paper, the
doctor asked :—

“Dear, what is the matter ? Why are you weeping ?”

It was a minute or two before she was able to compose
herself and address the doctor. : :

“Doctor Saheb, my mother is running high temperature.
She asked me to take you over there- She is now conscious.
Pray come and see her without delay”,

Ramnath was moved by her earnest appeal and immedi-
ately prepared himself to start for the home. Notwithstanding
the girl’s remonstrances, Ramnath walked on without taking a
car.

“Your house is not far off, I will rather walk,” he said.

Ramnath traversed through narrow and circuitous paths
and reached a small house, the very picture of poverty and suffer
ing. He gently pushed the door open and went in. For a while,
the doctor was confused, and stood aghast, motionless, taking
stock ot his surroundings. It was stark dark, the front door and
the holes on the roof alone admitting streaks of light into that
ill-ventilated room. As he went further in, he perceived a human
form reclining on a mat completely covered by a shawl, which was
conspicuous by the numerous patches on it.

At first, Ramnath could not distinctly make out the features
of the old woman and he, stooping forward, enquired of his pati-
ent. There was in her face an inherent lively radiance, a pervad=
ing influence of peace and tranquility.

Dr. Ramnath, then in his characteristic endearing tone,
asked the old lady,

““What is it that is ailing you ? Tell me all.”

The old woman, after coughincr profusely, replied.

“Doctor, you are a friend of the poor. I do hardly wish
to tell you any of my previous history, but for my danghter, Sarla.
1 have no one in this world, on whom, I can depend and entrust
my...,......", and her voice suddenly failed her for a moment.
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Perceiving that her condition had extremely worsened, the
doctor began to examine her pulse.

. She continued, “I am not grieved by the state of my health

But before my departure, 1 wish to give my only daughter, my

sole possession in this world, to you., Protect her and when she

attains age, give her tc a youth, worthy of her. I leave this letter

also with you; you should read it only after a year of my death.”
Ramnath promised her all.

The dying lady, again said with great emphasis, I know
not how to thank you sufficiently for the care you have bestowed
on our poor persons.”’

In the evening, she breathed her last.”

Sarla began her new life at the doctor’s. Ramnath look
especial care to soothe and comfort her. Slowly she made her-
self quite'at home in the new environments. The doctor’s mother,
in her fifties, deemed it wise to leave all domestic affairs in the
expert hands of Sarla. And Sarla, on her part, willingly attended
to her duties in the kitchen, at the same time, striving her utmost
to keep the doctor quite comfortable.

Days rolled by. Sarla was now one of the recognised mem-
bers of the family, a sweet little darling.

During the holidays, Satish came to his uncle’s house, and
was at first surprised to find a beautiful stranger. Sarla was
dressed with marked simplicity, yet with a studied neatness, Her
fair flaxen hair was neatly done. To this was added a light
complexion, fine, mellow eyes; beautifully white and small teeth.

Batish enquired the doctor of Sarla but was abashed to
talk to her- Time advanced and slowly the seeds of acquaintance
were sown between Satish and Sarla.

Satish invariably found his study spick and span. One
day, he found Sarla in his room tidying up his table, bocks and
clothés. Hearing foot-steps approaching, she looked up and there
found her Satish. Their eyes met, and Satish looked on for full
five minutes. '~ Her whole face was refined and discreet, a face, the
expression of which seemed to be full, without being used up or
faded by the fatigues and great emotions of life. The close, yet
simple dress of this young maiden served to display her small
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figure in its true proportions. Her tresses, which rivalled the hue
and gloss of the raven, had burst forth from their confinement at
Satish’s sight, and dropping over her shoulders. fell about her
neck in rich profusion, finally flowing behind her back, in dark
folds, like silk. Her fore-head was spotless. The fallen lids and
long silken eye-lashes concealed the eyes that rested on the floor,
as if their mistress mused in melancholy.

Satish ecstatically expressed:—

“What a dainty face, and such pretty looks” !

The holidays came to anend. Satish had to go to con-~
tinue his studies at Bombay. He made all preparations to which
Sarla lent a helping hand. Satish was to leave by the evening
train. In front of Sarla, he was mute. The exquisite pathos of
her voice as she uttered placidly when they paited, and which
was blended with sweet and calm dignity, touched his heart.
Then he left with many tears rolling down his youthful cheeks.
The severe earnestness of her eyes and the emphasis of her speech
‘prevented the discourse from proceeding further.

They separated like two reluctant lovers.

Satish was a student of the Medical College, Bombay, in
the final year of the M. B. B, S. course. He was very amiable
and a true friend.

Kamalnath was one of his class-mates and an ardent lover
of learning. Of very refined habits and manners, he and Satish
were of the same temperament, and no wonder, they became the
closest chums in the whole College. Kamalnath had lost his
father recently, thus inheriting a very large sum of money and
master of himself. Yet he coatinued his studies.

One ‘fine morning Satish and Kamal were seated before
the break-fast table, when the latter put forth his plans for the
ensuing vacation and requested Satish to help him. And Satish,
with his characteristic generosity and amiability, promised him
all his means, his body and his soul. %

The next morning, Ramnath got a letter from Satish, in-
forming about his intention and requesting for money. Though
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inwardly grieved at this, the doctor sent the money duly,and hop-
ed that ‘Satish would return with his friend safely at the earliest
opportunity. ; :

X X X X X

A year had passed since the death of Sarla’s mother,
Sarla looked after the doctor’s comforts and she earned the love
and regard of both Dr. Ramnath and his mother. They regarded
her as their own child.

One night, Doctor Ramnath was thinking of the last mo-
ments of Sarla’s mother. He remembered a letter and drew it
out from the drawer, He threw open the envelope and began to
read.

The letter ran as fbllows J—

“I have a husband, by name Ramanand. We were very
much attached to each other. 'We had a son and a daughter. We
were living happily, till he began to drink. Soon he fell into evil
ways and sometimes scolded me. 1 entreated him not to drink;
but by entreaties were of no avail. One night, while he was in
one of his drunken moods, he got angry and asked me to clear oug
of the house. Sarla was then only four years old. I took her
and pleaded with him to let me take my son Kamalnath, also
with me, But he did not consent. And I had to go away the
very same night. I came to Poona and never heard about my
husband or my son, afterwards”.

When Doctor Ramnath finished reading, his eyes were

full, He was still wiping the tears from his face with a kerchief
when the Postman called.

“Sir, a letter”.

Ramnath opened the letter and ran his eyes thro’ it. His
joy knew no bounds. Satish and his friend were coming by the
evening train, ey

The sun was just disappearing behind the far-off crowded
trees, but still shed its rays, though faint, obliquely or: the tree-
tops thus showing a huge expanse of luminous  green. The
evening train-sped past the platform, with its powerful head-light,
yet like a glowing splinter eclipsed by the twilight glare of the
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setting sun. From a second class compartment, Satish and
Kamalnath alighted, and hailing a taxi, soon reached home,

Doctor Ramnath was awaiting their arrival, and seeing
them, he eagerly welcomed and ushered them in.

Satish introduced his friend to Ramanath.
“ This is my friend and class-mate, Kamalnath,” he said.

¢ Sarla’s brother!” mildly whispered Ramnath, but soon
suppressed it, and said with great love to Kamalnath:

“ I wish you have succeeded in your ventures,”

“ My future is still as dark as it can be,” replied Kamalnath,

with a deep sigh.
: b4 X X X .

Meanwhile, Satish had retired to the kitchen-side of the
house. Sarla was all the while, waiting for his approach. Now
she was overwhelmed with joy, She gracefully rose and received
her Satish with sweet ‘complacency. She wore a beaming smile
and asked shyly,

“ You have spent your holidays outside ? ”

1 had to be abroad for my friend’s sake,” Satish replied,

Sarla had finished the preparations for dinner and sum-
moned every one to the dining-room. Ramnath came in follow-
ed by Kamalnath and Satish. Sarala steod at the entrance of
the room with a vessel in her hand, She was dressed in a neat
blue sari; a small “kumkum” spot adorned her fore-head. Kamaj
saw her and a wave of acquaintanc e mingled with doubts, passed
through him.

“ Who is this girl 2 Can this be my sister, Sarla? ” he
thought.

Satish saw this and suspicion about his friend began to
grow in his mind.

All of them sat down before the meals. Satish and Kamal
were very happy ; for they had had only very bad focd at the
stations and restaurants.

“ Uncle, Kamal became very angry at the kind of milk he
got at a station,” Satish put in.
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~ During the meals, Kamalnath looked at Sarla a number
of times. Even while l¢aaving the dining room, he deliberately
turned back to get a glimpse of her. Again, Satish noticed this and
went scarlet with anger and jealousy. The thought that Kamal
may deprive him of his dear Sarla, pricked him like a thorny
shrub. Then they went straight to the doctor’s study.

The very first question of Kamal to Ramnath astounded
Satish.

“ Who is this girl ? Kamalnath asked, and began the fol-
lowing narration:

“ Doctor Ramnath, Satish and I spent our holidays at many
distant places just to find out my mother and my only sister, by
name Sarla. Ramanand was my father. He was addicted to
drink. When his end neared, he called me to his bed-side and
asked me to take the following oath.

“ My father said, /1 was very cruel to your mother. One -
night, | had drunk too much and in a petty quarrel, I ordered her
to get out of the house. And she left with Sarla, my four-year
old daughter, while [ forcibly kept you with me. Since then
I regretted my hasty action and searched for her and Sarla. But
all my efforts proved in vain. Now I ask you to find them out
at all costs and give them half of my wealth, If you fail, I forbid
you from marrying or plunging in pleasures, during your whole
life-time.”

“I took the oath, and my father died.
“1 searched far and wide, but till now I was not able to find

my Sarla, But when I saw the girl in the dining-room, I per-
ceived a strong resemblance to my own sister, Sarla.

I wish to solve this enigma.”

Hearmg Kamal’s story, Ramnath took out a ]etter from his
drawer and gave it to him. Kamalnath read it and he was much
pleased- At last he had accomplished his task and fulfilled the
pledge he had taken before his dying father.

Presently Sarla herself came into the room to ‘see the
doctor. She moved lightly in the house‘hold due to the presence
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of guests. Kamalnath was eager to talk to his sister, and over-
whelmed with joy and unable to withstand his passion for his
newly-found sister, ran to her and embraced her.

As Kamalnath embraced Sarla, her heart beat v101ently,
and the color came into her face, with the impetuosity of sensitive
alarme Then followed the triumph of innocence, the purity of

her mind and the quiet of her conscience reassuring her, when the

doctor informed her that Kamalnath was her own brother,

All were jubilant, Yet, one more important task remained
undone. Doctor Ramnath had to fulfil the promise he had
given to Sarla’s mother, whereby he consented to give Sarla in
marriage to a youth, worthy of her. Now he had found the
suitable person in Satish. With the permission of Kamalnath,
Ramnath decided to solemnise the marriage between Satish and
Sarla the coming week itself.

A few days later, many people got invitation cards, richly
adorned to attend the marriage of Satish Chandra, M- B, B, 5
nephew of Dr. Ramnath with Sarla, daughter of the late Rama-
nand and sister of Kamalnath M. B.B. S

THE ART OF CROW-CATCHING

By
V. N. RAGHAVENDRA
Mathamatics Honours Class.

; [The words ‘crow’,. ‘crowing’ and ‘crow-catching’ are used
in the following article in a sense not to be found in the English
Dictionary. = They are literal translations of certain Tamil words.
A correct English rendering of Tamil * Crow-catching” would be
‘toad-eating.’]

“There is no good in this World, but crowing makes it so."”
By crow, fair reader, I do not mean that musically incline
ed, Ethiop-complexioned being of the airy regions, familiar even
to those most blissfully ignorant of ornithology, but a sort of two-
legged specimen of creation, whose activities are mostly confined
to earth, and between whom anda genuine crow there is not only
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a difference of degree but also of kind. 'The only similarity that
exists between the two species of crows is that the heavenly crows
always, and the earthly crows often, carry tails (tales)! And, of
course, both are very, very provoking creatures. But here ends
all resemblance. It follows therefore, that crow-catching (the
theme of the present essay) does not mean the ingenious process
of setting traps for amiable fowls.

Crow-catching is an art. It has to be cultivated by con-
scious efforts; for though “ some are born crows,” 1 contend that
a crow, like a poet, is made as well as born. To such as doubt
my statement, I can only say that T write with the authority of
cbservation, though [ cannot boast that [ write with the authority
of actual experience,

Having thus made my ground clear, 1 will now proceed to
explain how the art is to be practised with discrimination and
success, Let intending crows take note that there are some people
who are by their nature uncrowable. Such people if they happen
to be teachers or professors, are the bane of student life. If they
are heads of offices, they are the bane of quill-driver life. If cap-
tains of vessels or commanders of regiments, they are respectively
bane of sailor and soldier life. These are painful facts, but none
the less, they are facts; and we have to make allowance for such
people. I do admit life would be far better, far nobler, if such
people did not exist. I myself know several cynics who would be
the most cherry of optimists, if only their “superior officers were a
little crowable. Imagine an official who gives appointments
and promotions purely on considerations of merit! Imagine a
professor who actually looks through what a student has written,
and gives him marks for that and that alone! Iat once denounce
such as inhuman, monstrous. May God in His infinite mercy;
grant that we get only a small proportion of such men as heads
of institutions !

Having dispensed with these ultra-honest men who are
uncomfortably burdened with a conscience, we come to that
amiable sort of people who are amenable to crowing. Such
people, [ declare, have themselves been crows, or more accurately
are themselves crows, though in a far higher plane; for one of
the immutable laws of crowing is, “once a crow, always a crow.”,
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I know the valgar word “‘crowing” is not to be applied in such
cases. The unpardonable blunders in grammar and syntax which
our vedic authors commit, we courteously and reverentially desig=
nate as arsha forms in Sanskrit. Similarly crows in the higher
planes are ephumistically called tactful persons. Such people,
conscious that they are crows, are generoas enough not to take ac-
count of a sin in others which they themselves have been, and aré
always practising. All honour to such reasonable men! I think
all students will agree with me when I say that such persons
make ideal professors, though they may have rather a hard time
of it. For, all will crow them, day in and day out—‘mugs” to
get a first class, and “muffs” to get a pass-mark ! Indeed, where-
soever they go they will be crowed; for they themselves are
crows !

T come to the next important point in the practise of this
art. Crows are to take care that they go about their business
‘with discrimination. Crowing not well conducted, oft ruins both
the crow and the person crowed. It is always essential that you
study the person on whom you are going to bestow your crowish
attentions. Much also depends upon your plan of action.- There
may be some weaklings who do not object ‘to being crowed, but
who must satisfy their conscience that they are not thus victimis-
ed. Such people however, are easily dealt. with by the initiated,
who know when to crow, how to crow, and where to crow. Crowing
for instance, can be done with word and with deed. Crowing again,
can be done directly as well as indirectly. For, in the practice of
this art, 2 medium can very often be used with advantage. A son,
a dog, a literay effort—flattering attention shown to any of these
cannot but take effect, since the formula, in crowing alsois—
“crow me, crow my dog.” Here (my benevolent self-disposition
getting better of me) I must pause to give a word to the objects
of crowing attention, who render themselves, though unconsciously,
accessible to crows through their offsprings. In such a transac-
tion, beware the future of the young hopeful is endangered. A
headmaster once wisely remarked to me that sons of headmasters
are always almost spoilt children. This is because they allow
crows to perch on them.
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It is said that crows are generally looked upon with con-
tempt. But by whom? Ah! there you get the secret of it—
only by those who are unsuccessful in the realm of crow-catching,
since they lack the four cardinal virtues required for this art,
namely, perseverance, good humour, discrimination, and tact.
Such people very virtuously sermonize upon probity and justice
and conscious nobility of a conscientious mind. But let me strike
a blow on behalf of the much-abused crows. Why do people
crow, after all! From selfish motives, no doubt. But when was
selfishness considered culpable? So, people need not wear any
expression of conscious guilt when they crow. They need not do
the business in a sneaky sort of way. I know many a would-be
crow has been obliged to assume a self-conscious attitude on
seeing the trade practised in a covert manner, as though it were
dishonourable. My advice therefore is, ‘ do it openly, do it
honourably, and most important of all, do it successfully.”

There are some who, to my knowledge, practise crowing
as a hebby. They crow whomsoever they see, even though that
might be their first and last meeting in this life and they crow
without any object. All honour to them !

Before concluding, I should like to touch upon the univer-
sality of crowing. Wherever man is, there crowing also is. Nay,
even in heaven this art is not unknown. For, why did Satan fall ?
Because he was not acrow, Why do angels flourish 7 Because
they are crows. And what is prayer afterall? Tt is a sublime
piece of crowing. The world goes on because of crowing. It is
the grease without which this machinery of universe would clog.
There have been notable crows in history. There was William,
the conqueror, who crowed the Confessor; there was Wolsey, who
in his dying groans confessed that he had crowed his earthly
master more than the heavenly one; and then there are the
courtiers of Queen Bess—finished crows, all of them.

Such is the art of crow-catching. It is the divinest of all
attainments! There is no barrier, whichk systematic, scientific
crowing cannot break! Whenever I hear the story of a brilliant
man who did not succeed in life. I always conclude he hbad not
cultivated the art of crow—catching.




VAGARIES.

By
VaikoM N. RAMARRISHNAN, CLass 1I.

The golden light of the evening sun filtered through the
slim branches of the trimmed shrubbery. The day was giving
way to its successor, the night, and the whole atmosphere was
calm and serene but for the sweet strains of the fluttering birds
homeward bound. The cool breeze distributed the fragrance it
had collected from various gardens equally among the people
who sat in the park absorbed in various sights and thoughts. My -
eyes too, wandered here and there. At last they fell upon a par-
ticular shrub. It had some fascination for me; it appealed to me.
It seemed to feel suffocated and obsessed with a feeling of dis— .
comfort and uneasiness. Each part of it proclaimed iis remon-
strance against man’s interference with its life. It disapproved of
man’s intrusion in its growth. All its branches were trimmed and
a particular shape was forced upon it, which it apparently dis-
liked. It was not allowed to grow in the way it liked, and all the
silent protests against the trimming of its branches, which it dis-
played by growing in the prohibited direction again and agaip
were of no avail. It shed streams of blood but even that could
not move man’s heart- Non-violence is the creed of this plant
also, though at times, under great provocation, unable to tolerate
the impersonal injustice meted out ioit, it had swerved a bit
from the path of non-violence by pricking the hands of the man
who cut it. But this pricking brought only more rude and mer-
ciless measures upon it, like the unarmed crowd of Indian passive
resisters, getting back lathi blows and bullets in return for shout-
ing slogans, which produce nothing but vague waves in the ether-
After the rains, when, witha great deal of effort, the plant manages
to put forth a fresh slender shoot, which cccupies a higher posi-
tion than the other parts of the plant, man immediately inter-
feres and deprives this mute champion of freedom of his much-
loved flagstaff which the slender shoot had been with the two
rosy leaves at the top. Man never pauses a moment to think over
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the sentiments of these shrubs and he finds pleasure and pastime
in mautilating and torturing these humble but brave and true
soldiers of liberty. e vE ALY

But look there is another shrub there. It has taken the
shape of the elephant; it has grown in the directions in which its
master had asked it to grow by blissfully twining round the

"wooden frame set up for it to climb without sending any side
growth which may be trimmed off. = It takes delight in servitude
and slavery. Ah! What a strange paradox! These slave plants
are made to take the shape of odions creatures and meaningless
writings. They do not have the least hesitation to obey their
master whatever the depth of degradatmn they may be pushed
into by doing so.

Or, why should we blame these mute plants. They may
be copying human beings. Do we not see such servile and slavish
- minded pests of nation, who are a positive impediment in the
way of our independence. There are people who are bent on
getting freedom at any cost, while there are others who are satis-
fied with the existing state of affairs and they take delight and
pride in their immorally acquired high positions. They do not
stop to shed a ray of light in the obscure path that led them to
their present position. They just want to get on with what they
have. They are deadly sincere to the blood-sucking imperialists,
and it is this pro-British attitude that has lifted them up to the
present positions. Without the least hesitation, they have bliss-
fully reduced the nation to perpetual slavery and degradation. So
also these plants that obey the dictates of their Churchillian
master, the gardener, and grow in the direction he desires them
to. If all these plants unite together and put up a combined and
strong front and fight for their liberation, they will achieve their
freedom very soon. And it is only after they have achieved their
freedom from oppression they will be able to present their origi-
nal form. They will then present a beauty which though wild
will be majestic in its pristine turbulance. There we will be able
to perceive nature in its original, undisturbed and instructive form.,
That nature will have a lesson for us; it will be consistant and

perfect. Such nature alone will be able to give us everything we
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want, we can see philosophy, mysticism, and life in such a Nature |
Nature which is nndisturbed-and not menkeyed with by the mis-
chievous hands of man, will be able to give us solace and comfort
in our times of worries; it will give us an answer to many a puzzl-
ing question. Such nature will always give usenough mental food,
more than what one’s intellect can consume.

Same is the case with our own mother land. However
much she may try to grow and prosper under, foreign dommatlon?
she will not succeed. Jt is only after she has become f{ree
that she will be able to grow in the direction she desires. Once
India is fiee, she will acquire such forms and bearings which will
be instructive to the rest of the world, Her growth and progress
will not be detrimental to the wellbeing of human society, like
that of Japan or Germany ; but on the other hand, she W‘il_i
lead the world to that much-coveted heaven of freedom and
plenty. She will help the world to achieve the four freedoms
enunciated by Roosevelt; freedom from domination, freedom from
want, freedom of worship, and freedom of expression. = Neither
Roosevelt nor his companions could help the world to achieve
real freedom. :

But it is India that is going to help the world to achieve
freedom in the truesense of the word. Her culture and tradi-
tions of five thousand years will stand ‘her in good stead in her
onerous duty towards her fellow nations. She will never resort
to the torpedo or atom bomb. These will fall flat before her,
An Independent India will have a message of her own for the
world —a message of universal brotherhood, Ahimsa and self-
sacrifice, which alone will save the world.

O! The clock strikes eight, and 1 must leave the park, .




PASSION IN THE WHIRLPOOL.
By |
P- PADMANABHAN, Math. (Hons) class.

A substantial farmer of forty—a staid man of steady
habits—fine frame, stern, but comely looks—that’s Mister William
Boldwood of Little Weatherbury, with a dignity quite his own.
He has shown no eccentricity, has little, or no power of imagi-
nation and of communicating to others his own thoughts and
feelings, and has been remarkably indifferent to women, all along;
—he has more sense than to waste his time upon maids whose
charms are thin air to him. He cannot even look askance at a
lass—that art (and nowadays an art developed on scientific lines ! ]
has to be taught to him! “ They cost Farmer Ives's daughters
nightsof tears and twenty pounds worth of new clothes.”* Verily,
he may say with Sir Galahad,

“ I never felt the kiss of love,

Nor maiden’s hand in mine " !

Miss Bathsheba Everdene—the farmer at Upper Weather-
bury—the Weatherbury Cleopatra as one would be tempted to
style her—is justly piqued, though not seriously concerned about,
the indifference and non-conformity of this confirmed bachelor.
At the instigation of Liddy Smalbury, she sends him a valentine.
She is really insensible to the possibly great issues of small
begmmngs Well I—* Mischief, thou art afoot,

Take thou what course thou wilt]” t

At first, no more than a jest, the affair takes a very serious
complexion. It awakens Boldwood's passion and places him in
a situation which is at once tragic and ridiculous. This passion
springs up to the skies in a single day, like Jack’s bean stalk, and
eventually drives him to his doom—and a very hard ene, that. It
seems as though the silent, pent-up man must also be 2 man of
sudden ebullition of passions and of dogged obstinacy- Yesterday,
before he knew Bathsheba, seems ever so long ago; a revolution

% Page 84 of C. Aldred's edition of “Far from the Madding Crowd.”
} Julius Caesar, I1I, 2,
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has taken place and. he has begun.his life anew in a Bathshaba-
centric universe—pardon the horrible pleasantry | His intensely
passionate nature has been described, briefly but beautifully, in
the sentence, “ His equilibrium disturbed, he was in- extremity
at once,”*

Pressed, again and again, by Boldwood, Bathsheba asks
«for time—being quite at a loss how to put him off —and promises
to be engaged: Indeed, they are all but engaged when Troy is
brought into the picture. And God never made ‘the lass that
could resist temptation—it is the original curse of Eve | Bathsheba,
dazzled by scarlet and brass, has recourse to  woman’s privileges
in tergiversation "—as Hardy puts it—to decide the matter.

Boldwood is now come to the lowest stage—of asking
a woman for .pity. Yet, that woman is Bathsheba! They
meet on the Yalbury Road. We find the bronzed Roman
face of Boldwood flaming with fury. Itis the elimax of his
life ! The self- dlsparagmg Boldwood ' appears to be the most
pathetic figure in this part of the novel. ‘1f the anger of
Boldwood is reasonable, so are the answers of Bathsheba! We
are unable to decide whose side we are to take.  Boldwood loses
his self-mastery, once for all, and when he warns Bathsheba’ to
keep Troy away from him, it is as a monomaniac groanmg under
the violence of a lately-awake'led passion.

Why is it that Bathsheba cannot bring herself to marry
Boldwood ? and what exactly does he deserve at her hands, if he
be not the right man for her? It will not be out of place to re-
collect that when Alexander asked a gymnosophist, *“ What are
the best means for a man to make himself loved?” The latter
replied, “If possessed of power, not to make himself feared ”. There
is the desire for possession in Boldwood’s love and he overrates
Bathsheba's capacity for love—hence her instinctive dread of the
man. Moreover, “ It was a fatal omission of Boldwood’s that he
had never once told her she was very beautiful.” May be that
Bathsheba needs a strong man to tame her. Boldwood will serve
her purpose, but, there is such egregious incompatibility ot tem-
perament between them, that the force of his love, though very

#* P, 137, “Far from the Madding Crowd.”
4 P, 191, I bid.
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Jarge in mdgnitude, has very little moment about Bathsheba —at
least for the time being. So it is no wonder that she does not
allow hetself to be engulfed in the whirlpool of his love. She
respects himi as ‘a man of character and dignity—and that is all
that Boldwood seems to deserve at her hands!

Returning to the story, we can say that the scene in which
Troy is seen pettifoggiig Boldwood is quite plausible. Bold-
wood is short-sighted in his advances and is .just the man to be
jeered at and tricked by such a black-hearted philanderer as the
Sergeant. Boldwood’s financial overtures are spurned by the
latter with the scorn they at least partially, déserve. The dialogue
marks the close of the second period of Boldwood's life, as his re-
ceipt of the valentine, that of the first. Providence has lost her
charm for him, as she has set herself to frown onhim. He say to
Gabriel Oak, “ God prepared a gourd to shade me, and [ was
glad. But the next day, he prepared a worm to smite the
gourd and wither *it”. God has disposed in His own inserutable
way what the man proposed !

Boldwood’s desires scem to approach fruition a second
time after Troy’s exit. Bathsheba percéives that Boldwood’s
love ie still undiminished.  Although it has never been much
upon her fashion and has grown something stale with her, she is
desirous of making some reparation for her irreparable wrong to
him. On the night of Boldwood’s Chrisimasing, signs of a pro-
spective marriage are discernible in the horizon. But we may
also descry that nimbus clouds are gathering fast; and we
should not think Boldwood is not conscious of this; for, does he
not say to Oak, “ When I am excessively hopeful and blithe,
trouble is looming in the distance ”’t, Troy turns up at the crucial
moment. Bathsheba is dazed by, what appears to her, her hus-
band’s eidolon; but Boldwood recognizes § “ the impersonator of
Heaven’s persistent irony towards him ” and renounces his
claims if any, to Bathsheba. The cup of bliss that he has raised-
to his lips is thus dashed to picces. On a sudden impulse, Bold-
wood fulfils his threat to Sergeant Troy, “ You juggler of Satan!
T'll punish you yet!”}

Like that of every other character in Hardy, Boldwood’s
destiny is determined by a spm of the wheels of chance—only, the
* P.302,Ibid. 1P, 4251 bid. {2 445,ibil. | P. 275, ibid .
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direction of their motion seems to be consistently unfavourable
to the subject.. Again and agdin, Boldwood is given hope—In its
wake, comes frustration, and great havoc is wrought to his mental
balance. Boldwood’s final insanity is mev:tab]e, for, it is the
case of a passion turning upon itself.

Comparing Oak and Boldwood, we find that once the
lamp of love is lit in their hearts, it is never put out. Then, how
is it that Boldwood fails so miserably while Oak succeeds ? This
is, to a large extent, due to the fact that Boldwood, as we have
already pointed out, allows himself to be drifted away by the
gulf-stream of passion. Nor has he even a fraction of Oak’s Car-
tonian * altruism and Jobian * fortitude. He does not and caf-
nct reach that ideal. Consequently, Boldwood sinks in our ésti-
fnatioh as compared with Oak. Quite natural that the beiler of
egoistic love bursts | After all, “ As all is mertal in Nature, so
is ‘all Nature in love, mortal in folly ” [As You like it].

Nevertheless, we have to admit that Boldwood commends:
our reverence and we congratulate him that he, at least loved and
lost—for, that is the next best thing to loving and winning. If
he had never entangled himself in the suckered temtacles of the
love-octopus, he would have been set down as beyond.-the pale
of life itself. May I be perm1t{ed to conclude with the folfowmg
lines from Lord Tennyson’s “ In Memoriam

Ah,; Sweeter tc be drunk with loss,

To dance with death, to beat the ground,
Than that the victor hours should scorn
The long result of love, and boast,
‘Behold the man that loved and lost!’

1, Sydney Carton in Dxr-keu 3! A Tale of ﬁwa oifies”. 2. The propheb, Job,



TESTS FOR DIVISIBILITY.
j ! By |
K. BooTHALINGOM, Senior B. Sc., Class.
The tests for divisibility by 2, 4, 3, 8, 5, 9 & 11 are found
inalmostall text books in Arithmetic. Tests for divisibility by 7,11,
~ 13 and 37 are also known'. Tests for divisibility by other numbers

are not as yet known. In this note I discuss a method to test
the divisibility of any number by a number p ending in 9.

Let p denote a number whose digit in the units place is 9
eg. 19, 29, 39, 49, 59...... etc.

To see whether @ number N is divisible by p,
multiply the digit in the units place in N by ( and

add the product to [1—0] If this sum is divisible by #, the oris

ginal number is also divisible by .
Proof.

Let N=10002 + 1006 + 10¢c + d.
Then[ ]—IOOa+IOb+c

1
Now,i’i*o1 g 10 J’* dE 7008 106 + .

p+1 N —(p+l)d+10004+1006+100
& d+{1o] 10

w et N
- 10

P“ d+[ o ki p, then

M—l%ﬁ = kpie.pd+N=10Ekp.

N =(10 k-d) p.
ie. g—=(10 k—d) which isa + ve integer since 10k isa

multlple of 10 and d is any number from o to 9.

Thus  is divisible by p, if 2557 i [10 Jis divisible by 4.
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Examples.
1. $=19, N=988
8x2 + 98 = 114; 114 is divisible by 19, since 4x2+11=19.
Hence 988 is divisible by 19.
2, =19, N = 128901,
1x2 + 12899 = 1290! 1x241290 = 1292,

IRG oG 138 3x2 + 13 =19,
Hence 128991 is divisible by 109.
3. p=29, N = 348.
8%X3 + 34 = 58
8x3 + 5 = 29
Hence 348 s divisible by 29. (0. BB

(1) ie. "“An introduction to the Theory of numbers.
By Hardy and Wright.

and '‘Ten cuts in Calculation” By D. R. Kaprekar.

FUN AND FROLIC

BY
A. G. Thomas, Class III,
1. The ardent suitor was very grateful to his prospective
father-in-law for giving his consent- “If ever I make

your angelic daughter unhappy, may I suffer tortures—".

“She will see to that,” was the grim response-
X x x x X

1, Poet: “So you think I should put fire into my verse?”
Editor : “My dear sir, quite the reverse !” :
X X X x x
III. There was a timid knock at the door. “If you please,
kind lady,” said the beggar; “I've lost my right leg”
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“Well, it ain’t here,” retorted the lady of the ,housgq as
she slammed thg door. - 3

Advertlsement “Wanted, a servent to cook and dress

x X ro o e DR B
Cuthburt ;: “You are the sun- shme of my life. Without
you,, llfe is but a, dreary cloud. You alone reign in my
heart?”

Gladys: “Is thisa propo=a1 or a weather report ?”

X ~ X : X s S K
Visitor: “Are you the little girl who was born in India.”
Little Gladys: “Yes,”

Visitor : “Oh, what part ?”

Little Gladys : “Why, all of me !”

X 'X‘ X X B gpSd

#d your friend com p]etely recover from his acc1dent?"

“No, complications set m ? “Really | How ?”
“He married the nurse”

b4 X X X X
Do right, and fear no woman,
Don’t write, and fear no man.

x x x X X

Why is the bread like the sun ? Because it rises in the
yeast, and sets in the vest. :

x X X X

Most men do not wake up to find themselves famous,
They usually dream they are famous, and then wake up.
Father : “Baby, say dad”. Now, d—d—d—"

Mother : “Baby, say mam! Now, mam—mam—mam—"
Baby + ¥D—d—dam !”

X % X %

Nurse: “The doctor told me to take your. temperature”
Patient ; “All right; you can tell him it is all he will get;"



SRINIVASA RAMANUJAM

: . PENCIL SKETCH BY K HARIHARAN, CLASS 1.
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AVIEW AT KUNDARA CERAMIC WORKS

SNAP BY R V.

S=ZRENE REFLECTIONS
A VIEW IN TRIVANDRUM PARK
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THE UNlVERSITY COLLEGE DAY

The ﬁrst Unlvermty College Day was celebrated ,WTth
great eclat and’ enthusidsm’ on the 8th and 9th of, Februa;:y 946.
More than the usual mterest was evmced by the 's;._den;,:,v ¢
staff in. thlS great somal event of the year as, f«er Varamus reasons,
it was not held for the past 'seven, years, At a ’meet-lqg of “the
office- bearers of the several Assomatlons of the College epnve }Jed

by the Principal in the third week of ]anuary, an influential

committee was conatituted, consisting of the staff and students,
to prepare for and conduct the celebrations in a fitting manner.

On 8th February, the college sports were held. The
sports for women were fixed for the morning and those for men in
the evening. The events were watched with great interest by a
large enthusiastic crowd of students,. . After sports, : refreghmhénts
were served in the college quadrangle which;was tastefnllyazrang!
ed and decorated for the occasion. [t was a grand spectd’cl&“ to
witness. more than 1500 ‘of us—"Prefessors, and students mlxing
freely and enjoying the’ ‘Tea” amidst aimless talk and gay merri-
ments, The tea was followed by a fancy dress competition. and
a few other items of entertainments.. Several students took part

and the performance of the actors was of a high standa ;d

At6P. M. on 9th February, a public meeting was held
under the Presidentship of Rajyasevadhurandhara Dewan Baha-
dur V. S, Subramonia lyer, rétired Dewan of Travancere.” The
meeting was very largely ‘attended by the present'and past stu'
dents, distinguished citizen of Trivandrum, and others. The
meeting commenced with a Welcome Address by the Principal.
This was followed by the Toast: to His Highness the Maharaja
proposed by Mr, T. Sankaranarayanan of Class IV. The Toast
to the College was proposed by Mr. Taikad N, Subram onia Iyer,
B. A. B. L,an Old Boy of the College: The president there-
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after distributed the prizes and made his concluding remarks. The
meeting terminated at 7, 30.P. M. with a vote of thanks by the
secretary, Mr. Syed Khan. :

The entertainments began at 7. 30. P. M, with a tableaux
on ‘Jai Hind' tastefully got up by the lady students. This was
followed by an interesting drama by them entitled Rama Raja
Bahadur, which won the warm appreciation of the audience. The
Arts Club of the College staged a Malayalam drama entitled‘Second
front’ written by Mr. M. A. Badruddin, Junior B. A. Class. The
theme was excellent and the actors displayed first-rate histrionic
talents, Special mention should be made of Mr. Ramakrishnan,
Senior B. Sc. class, who was the wit and the soul of the play and
whose actions elicited peals of laughter from the swell audience.
There was also a mono-act by Mr. K. G, Viswanath and a magic
performance by Mr. F. S. Mitra of the Senior B. A. Class.

Judged by all standards, the first University College Day
was a splendid success. The credit goes to the organizing capa-
city, discipline and co—operative spirit of the students and the
unstinted support and encouragement of the cellege authorities. A
noble precedent has thus been set up and it is fervently hoped
that this social function so well conducted this year will become
a regular annual feature of our College life.

1; g;?ii:in } Secretaries




WELCOME SPEECH

By the Principal.

Mr. President, my young friends, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the staff and Students of the University
College, it is my privilege to welcome you, Sir, on this happy
cccasion of the meeting of its past and present students, and to
express our gratitude to you for your readily agreeing to preside
over to-day's function, You entered this college, 63 years ago,
and left it four years later witha unique record cf distinction; and
your career has been one of progressivelv brilliant services to the
State for which you were initially equipped by her. You have
been in our midst all these years, firstas a Lecturer in the
Women's College, then as an Advccate and Professor of Law,
later as Advocate-General and Judge of the High Court, and
finally as the Head of the administration itself- And even after
you entered retired life, you have becn devoting yourself to active
social service. You have been to us all a model of whata Student
of this College ought to be, of what he can aspire to and ‘what
devotion heshould be capable of in rendering services to the state,
services like yours, which have been so fully and deservedly ap-
preciated by the Sovereigns whom you have so loyally and faith=
fully served. S

We also welcome Mr. Taikad N. Subramonia Aiyar, a
distinguished Old Boy of this College, and thank him for his readi-
ness to speak on this occasion. He would, of course, see with
pride to what enormous dimensions, his Alma Mater has grown in
recent years. '

Tt is 2lso a genuine pleasure to me to welcome other Old
Boys and retired Teachers of this college, who after leaving it,
have been keeping themselves in touch with it and evincing in-
terest in its welfare in some way or other. We are indeed wvery
proud of the fact that so many of its students, who have risen to
positions of dignity and responsibility, have now gathered together
here teday so as to remind themselves of what they owe to their
Alma Mater, and the Teachers, who worked therein:
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From the 1stof November 1937, this College has been
part of the Travancore University established by the benevolent
act of His Highness the Maharaja, to promote the gradual
development of technological education, applied research, and pro-
gress in all cultural lines peculiar to this part of India. We, who
form a good portion of the beneficiaries of this great act of wis—
dom and statesmanship, are trying our utmost, to live up to the
ideals for which the University stands, not unmindful of the neces-
sity to develop our faculties in harmony with the background of
the traditions and culture of this land.

This College has not only been training students for the
Craduate and Post-graduate Degrees in the faculties of Science,
Arts, Oriental languages 2nd Engineering and Textile Technology,
but also co-operating with the Department of Research in the
pursuit of knowledge and the study of the fundamental and appli-
ed sciencesso necessary for the promotion of research in industries
and agriculture. In respect of humanities too, the College is
expanding in its activities and doing useful work.

I do not wish to narrate in detail all that have happened
since the last celebration of the College Day, seven years ago.
For various reasons, we have not been able to hold the annual
festivities for a long time, but a change in conditions has enabled
us to come together and affordsd the opportunity to take stock of
the progress of this institution. I should like to assure you that
the students and the staff of this college, dre constantly endeavoutr-
ing to uphold the high traditions established by their predecessors,
traditions which have been responsible for the growth of His
Highness the Raja’s Free School started more than a hundred
years ago, to the immense institution that she is at present, His
Highness the Chancellor of our University, whose abiding interest
in che weifare of his subjects is evident from the sany epoch—
making reforms such as the removal of untouchability, abolition
of capital punishment, the Temple—-Entry Proclamation, and pro-
gressive constitutional reforms, is watching with keen interest the
growth of this premier institution of the State to which is entruast-
ed the task of preparing her futuare politicians and citizens, needed
for various nation building activities. 1t is our chief aim to see that
the maximum benefit is given to the students during the period
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of their study here, so that they can go out as men and womene,
fitted to shoulder the responsibilities of life in all its aspects.
I would like to utilize this opportunity to express on behalf of the
students and staff of this College, our most loyal and respectful
felicitations to His Gracions Highness the Maharaja on the confer-
ment upon His Highness of the exalted title of G. C. S. 1. by
His Majesty the King Emperor, an honour which is but fit for the
Sovereign of a model State, who regards the welfare of his people
as the ehief concern of his life.

In the year 1869 this College was affiliated to the Madras
University. In the year 1893, when our President joined this in-
stitution, the number of fresh admissions to the College was 64.
In 1894 the total strength of the College was 113. = As years roll-
ed on, the College expanded more and more, and now for the last
four years, its strength has risen to the average number of 1400
Of these, about 200 are ladies reading in the B. Sc,, B, A., and
higher classes.  The teaching staff numbers about 100, and the
number of departments in both the Science and Arts faculties
engaged in teaching work, is 14; and in the various departments
there are teachers and post graduate students engaged in research
work also. ; :

With the amalgamation of the two Colleges, the buildings
occupied by the O!d Girls’ High School were also handed over
tous. Yet, there has been difficulty in accommodation, and only
a small part of the Library of the Old Arts College could be re-
moved to the Arts Section of the University College. With the
completion of the Zoology and Botany Blocks, the construction
of which has already been started. the College will be housed in
buildings with -ample space for all the teaching and research
activities. The inadequacy of play-grounds for all the boys and
girls of this big institution however still remains to be solved. I
am sure that our far-sighted Vice-Chancellor, will give us enough
play-grounds for our students; for, physical education forms a
very important programme in the activities of our University.

We are on the eve of the reform of our educational system,
so as to serve the needs of the country In the course of a few years,
we are to have an Entrance Examination for cxndidates to be
admitted to the University, and thereafter, the under-graduates
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will have a minimum period of three years of instruction in various
faculties. One feature of this reform is that emphasis will be
given only to those faculties for which the candidate has particular
aptitude and use, either as means of employment, or for the earn=
ing of livelihood. English and the other languages will become
subjects of option, like any of the subjects in the different Facul-
ties, This scheme will give ample scope for training students in the
shortest time to take part in various industrial and scientific acti-
vities, which will be opened on a large scale in ourcountry, in the
near future.

In considering educational problems, we have to go beyond
the technique of the School or the Collegiate education as it has
been hitherto regarded, and enquire into the spirit that should
‘prevail in the educational planning for the future. Education must .
be both for social reconstruction and personal enlightenment.
It should not be merely to produce a minority of people separate
from the masses and fit only for administrative tasks or the liber-
al professions. Each country should have an educational system
distinctive of itself, and should be built on a foundation for nation=
al growth and progress in all directions,

The following brief analysis of the results of the University
Examinations for the past seven years will show that our students
have fared well in the University Examinations, The percentage
of success in the University Examination has been steadily on the
increase from 45 % in 1939 to 53'3 % in 1945, though the suc-
cessful working of an educational institution of this size cannot be
judged from mere Examination results.

In athletic activities, the students of this College have been
keeping a fairly good standard in all games. In Cricket, Basket-
ball, Volley-ball, Football and Tennis, our teams have been win-
ners on several occasions since the starting of the Inter-Collegiate
tournaments, and this year which is not among the best, the Ten-
nis Trephies for Men’s Singles and Doubles and also for Women's
Singles and Doubles, and those for Badminton and Net-ball,
have been wen by our teams.

To the Travancore University Officers’ Training Corps
this College has been yearly contributing on an average 130 Cad-
<ts and there are now five Officers in it from this College.
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There are 52 students of this College who are interested
in the Indigenous Games and 36 in the Yogic exercises which
form a special feature of the activities of the Physical Edu-
cation Department of this University.

Coming to the extra-curricular activities amongst the
students, I am glad to mention that there are 18 Associations in
the College, where students are given plenty of opportunities to
develop their wvarious faculties, intellectual and aesthetic.
Numerous meetings, excursions and proficiency tests held during
the current year will amply testify to the varied character of the
interests served by these Associations,

A Visual Education Scheme was inaugurated on the 9th
February 1944 for the benefit of the students of the University
and Secondary Schools; and these shows are being attended large-
ly by the students of this College, with interest and profit.
Critical remarks about the shows are sent to me by various
supervising teachers, and I have put forward suggestions for
bringing about improvement of the scheme in certain aspects.

The University Co-operative Stores, of which I happen to
be the President, and whose head-quarters is situated in our premi-
'ses, has been serving a great need amongst the students of this
University, especially during the war-years when paper, books
and other stationery articles, were not easily procurable. The
Society has now 568 subscribed shares and is doing sound business
with a sale transaction which amounted to Rs. 73,000 this year,
and having good business relations with many publishers and book-
sellers in India and abroad. This Department has grown to its
present dimensions from a humble beginning in 1932, when there
were six members only. There are now branches of the Stores
in the Engineering and Women's Colleges, with their represeta-
tives in the Board of Directors. The system of current-account-
transactions opened 5 years ago is very popular, and the insti-
tution has been placed during all these years, in Class “A” of the
Co—-operative Department.

The pure sciences and the humanities, which are taught
in this institution are alike important for the full growth of all the
faculties of its alumni, and their being taught side by side in the
same institution, malkes us realise that each is a part of a whole.
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It is often argued that eour future progress depends on the growth
of agriculture, industries and commerce and for this, considerable
work in scientific and technical researches alone has to be stress-
ed. The scientist has learnt the process of splitting the atom and
has helped in the exploration of the destructive possibilities of
such an investigation. It is more worthwhile to investigate the
useful and constructive manner in which the atomic energy can be
diverted. For this, a group of scientists ethically-minded and de-
serving of Nature’s bounty, when she gives out her secrets to her
votaries, are essential. The atmosphere for the rise of such emi-
nent men is exactly one we possess here, and we have all the neces-
sary gifts and environments handed down to us by a long line of
distinguished workers and thinkers. We have to keep as our guides
the great reformers, scientists and wise men, whose work is im-
printed on our minds, and who, by the inspiration that could be
drawn from their writings, cause the rise of similar outstanding
persons from among the youth of the land. It is essential- for us
to recognise the value of the classics and the humanities, and
realise that their exclusion will only lead to intellectuals, ethically
impoverished. May this College be the nursery for the growth of
such high-souled men and women is my prayer to God, on this
memorable occasion.



TOAST TO HIS HIGHNESS THE
~ MAHARAJA
Proposed by T . Sankaranarayanan, Senior B Sc. Class.

Mr. President, Professors and Friends,

I rise to propose a toast which people in all parts of Tra-
vancore will receive with enthusiasm— the toast to our Gracwus
Maharaja.

~_ After a lapse of nearly seven years we are once again cele-
brating our College Day which stands apart from all others in that
it is the first University College Day. For the first time in the
history of the University more than sixteen hundreds of us have
gathered together for this grand occasion.

Under the royal patronage of the Chancel]or and the Pro—
Chancellor, our University has made considerable progress within
the short period since its inception. The constant care and at.
tention bestowed by the Vice-Chancellor and the untiring zecal of
the authorities vouchsafe a very bright future for the University.,

The present year has been an epoch-making one for our
institution. The various and diversified activities: which make
life at college such a memorable part of a man's life and
which had of necessity to be dropped due towar-time economy,
have once again been resumed to the immense satisfaction and
delight of the alumni of the Alma Mater. The College Magazine
which had been unheard of in the past year, has been revived.
And today when we are celebrating our College Day, it is our pri-
mary duty to pay our homage to our Chancellor Maharaja,

Years of beneficial legislation and successful administration
have increased and strengthened the inherent loyalty and deep de-
votion we have always cherished for our beloved Sovereign.
Thanks, to the unceasing care and unflagging interest of our

enign ruler, Travancore now occupies the foremost rank among
the many States of India,

The attention of all the world was arrested by the Temple
Entry Proclamation which demolished at one bold stroke the age~
long injustice against the so-called untouchables.
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The greatest asset of any State is an educated population
and Travancore stands first in this respect among the States and
Provinces of India. 'The largest precentage of the revenues of
the State is consumed by the Department of Education and this
is responsible for the marvellous progress in that direction. Even
before the contemplation of compulsory primary education, the
percentage of literacy in the State was exceptionally high.

Her Highness the Maharani, Pro~Chancellor of the Uni-
versity, herself an eminent and distinguished scholar, has set a .
noble example for the women population not only of Travancore
‘but of the whole ot India. Under her able guidance and stimul-
ating ]eadefship the education of women in the State has made
rapid and unprecedented progress.  Keenly interested in the wel-
fare of the State Her Highness gives invaluable guidance and
assistance to her illustrious son, in the discharge of his roya! duties.

Combining in himself all that is best in the culture of
‘the East and the West, His Highness the Maharaja sets an ex-
-ample at once noble and inspiring to his subjects. Aristocratic by
‘birth, yet democratic in outlook and sympathies, he conserves the
essence of his ancient and hereditary culture and incorporates the
-best elements of modern democratic Government into the ad-
ministrative machinery of his kingdom. The religious toleration
prevailing in the State is as unique as it is ancient. Thus politi-
cally, socially, economically and edudationally Travancore -finds
a place in the front rank of all Nations, thanks to the selfless
devotion and unceasing care of her great Ruler.

Keenly alive to the honour placed in me, I propose this
toast to our Chancellor—His Gracious Highness the Maharaja.
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1. New Admissions

There was unprecedented rush for admissions to the junior
classes this year. This led to an increase in the number of seats
in the Arts and Science Subjects. - An additional batch of 70
students was admitted to groups I and Il of the Junior lnter-
mediate, while the third group has been filled to its maximuam
capacity- The strength in the junior B. S¢. (Mathematics) is 63
and the number of seats in B. Sc. (Physics) is increased from 48
to 62, in B. Sc.(Chemistry) from 40 to 64, in Zoology from 27
to 35 and in Botany from 27 to 54. The Junior B. A.Classes in
History afid Philosophy aré very fcll. These additions to" the
strength of each Department have made it necessary for the
Science Sections to work on Saturdays as well,

The strength ot the College at the end of 1121 M. E. was
1678 as against 1334 in the previous year. - Of these 290 are
Lady-Students. We give below the distribution of students
according to Classes.

INTERMEDIATE

Class PartI. “Partll.  (Second Language)
Mal. Temil Skt. French Hindi Arabic

Tunior £01 261 20 61 58 97 4

Senior 303 18617 56 14 5o

Part 11, Optionals.

Gt cozais III (&) M)  Hif) WD
242 109 99 15 31 5
194 23 21 3== 12 0



s

1

B. Sc. (Pass)

Class ~ Partl Part 1.  (Second Lanquage)
© _ Mal. - Temil-Skt. French Hindi Arabig
Junior 2L — 168 24 24 16 40 2
Senior 214 121 i1 9B 3 a0 1
Part Il (Optionals)

Mathematics Physics Chemistry Botany Zoology
1a. I1b. Ma IIb. IMa Ib Ilec. Wa IVbh Va Vb
52 11 _ 56 6 49 S 7 31 23 20 18
19 10 40 7 B -y N ‘11 16

B. Sc. Hons. & M. Se.
Math. (Hons.) Post Grad.  Physics (M. Sc.) Chem.. (M. Sc.)

1st 2nd 3rd I I I 41
16 9 L5 ) 6 5] 6 4
: B. A. (Pass)
Class. Partl. : Part Il (2nd Language)
English Mal. Tamil. Skt ‘French. Hindi. Arabic
]1_.mior 172 113 8 23 9 19 S
Senior 101 16 8 7 : 9 14 3
Part Il (Optionals.)
Phﬂoaophy History :
Ia. il a. e’ “HH & HIDb. 1T .
39 116 12 1 3 1
15 ‘82 - — 2 2
B. A. Hons.
English History Sanskrit
I II [II Postgrad. 1. I I Postgrad, I II HI Post grad.
5§ — 2 3 —312- 4 1 14 -1 2 —
Malayalam
I 1 I Post graduate
=2 .2

2. New Courses of Study

New courses of study under Part IIl of the Intermediate viz. IlL. d
Ancient History, Indian History and Outlines of Islamic History and under
Part 1T of the B..A., viz. III c. History, Economics and Islemic History and

Culture have been started in the College with effect from the beginning of
the academic year 1946—47.
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3 Congresses and Conferences

The following members of the staff represented ths University in
all-India Congresses and conferences mentioned against each,

: Names
1. Indian History and Economics -
and Indian Political Science Prof. V. Rangacharya and
Congress, held at Annamalai Prot. V. Naraysna Pillai
Nagar in Dec. ‘45, ' =
2. Aunnual Meeting of the Indian " Dr, H: Subramonia Iyerand
Academy of Sciences, held at Dr, C. S. Venkateswaran
Udaipur inDec. 45,
3. Indian Economic Conference
held at Lahare in Dec. 45 Mr. V. R. Pillai
4, Indian ScienceCongress held Dr. A. N. Potti- = =
at Bangalore in Jan, ‘465, +» U. Sivaraman Nair

Mr, N. Subramonia Warrier
; » K. Karunakaran Nair
5. Dhakshina ~ Bharat Hindi
Prachar Sabha-Silver Jubilee T T
at Madras. (Jan. '46) Mr. K. N. Parameswara

Panikkar

The 20th-Session of the Indian-Philisophical Congress was held a:
Trivandrum on the 19th, 20th and 21st Dec. 1945 under-the Presidéncy
of Prof. M. M, Sharif of Muslim University, Aligarh. Prof- V. Sundararaju
Naidu was the local Secretary. Mr. K. Seshadri -was the Asst. Secrstary
and Mr. A, S. Narayana Pillai was the Captain of the Volunteers. Several
members of the College Staif were on the Reception committee and
on the Executive Committee. The Sectional meetings were held in the
University College. -

The University College Day was celebrated on 8th and 9th February.
An account of the celebrations is given elsewhere.

The Department of Languages
1. ENGLISH.

Miss K. Easwari Amma has been on leave ever since the re-opening
of the College this year, and she has applied for furlough preparatory to
retirement from service. Mr. &G. Sankaranarayana Iyer; M. A., who had
acted as Lecturer in English on several occasions previously wsas appoint-
ed in her placa. -
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In view of the abnormal increase inthe number of students admitted
to the College at the baginning of the current asademic year, Gyvarnment
have been pleased to sanction the places of two Junior Lacturers in English. -
Mr. N. Krishna Kaimal, M. A. (of the Davaswom Dapartmant) and Mr. P. K.
Govindaswamy, M. A, L. T., both of them formar studants of the Collega,

have been appointed as Junior Lecturers,

Prof. G. Mahadeva Iyer M, A. who was on sick leave for two months
has rejoined duty on the expiry of his leave.

Examination Results—March '46.

B. A. (Hons) Degree No. Presented 10
&M, A, No, of passes. lstclass 1
I s
- =56

B. Sc. Degree Part 1 Eng.  No. Presented 190
: ' No. of passes. 1lstclass 1

2nd -5
3rd ,, 146
% 80%

B. A. Degree Part I Eng. No. presented 82
’ = e No. passed - 2nd class 2

3rd ; 61
% 1768%
Gp. I Gp. I~ Gp. III
Intermediate
No. presented 153 67 46
No. of full passes 1st class. 55 . 6 2
and-<,; 46 20 23
% 66 88 =. - 48
Distinctions in English 5
English Literary and Debating Society
1945 -47.

The Principal was the Ex.Officio President and Prof. E T. Thomas
was the Vice-President.
1945—°46 Four debates and four meetings were held during the
year ~ : "

The inauguial address wasdelivered by Mr, Malloor K. Govinda Pillai
and in January 1946, Prof. V. N. Subramonia Iyer of the Law College spoke
on the “Attainments of Oratory.”

Mr. P. G. Sahasranama Iyer delivered the valedictory address on
16-2-1946. He spoke on “The place of Romance in Shakespeare's plays”

1946 -47. The inaugural address of the Sodiety was deliverad by
Rajyakaryapraveena N. Krishnemurthy on 19th October 1946,
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University College Arts Club 1945—46.
The Principal was the President and Mr. M, R. Balaknshm Warrier,

" the Vice-President.

- The inaugural ‘meeting was -held on 1-10- 45 when- Ra;yakarya-
pravina N. Krishnamurthy, delivered the inaugural address.  There were
dance, music and drama in connection with the meeting.

Under the auspices of the club a music competition waa'hela on
7-2-'46 and three prizes were awarded.

1946—47. The inaugural address of the Club was delivered by Mr.
Krinhna Hathee Singh in September 1946.

ISLAMIC LITERARY ASSOCIATION 1945—'4

.On 15.3-21 a meeting was held in connection with the demise of
Prof. R. A. Nicholson, Prof. of Arabic in the Cambridge University, Mr
N. Gopala Pillai, Principal, Sanskrit College, presided. Mr. K- Muhammed
Lecturer, spoke on the occasion.

On 10-7-'21 a discussion was held on the “ slarnationalism of
Telam.”’ :

MALAYALA SAMAJAM 1120—721 M. E.

L.x-Ofﬁcm President: Dr. H. Subramony Iyer, M. A, Ph, D.,
ﬂhce-Prcsrdent. Dr. K. Godavarma, M. A.; Ph. D, (Lomdou)
Secretary ;- K. K. Rama Kurup. (Class iii)

1. Inaugural Meeting 22-12-120.

Sri P. Ananthan Pillai Avl, M. A. (Retired Supt. ofoudies in Mala-
yalam) presided. Sri Soorinad P, N. Kunjan Pillai Avi.. M. A. (English),
M. A. (Sanskrit), M. A. (Malayalam), delivered the inaugural address.

2. Ordinary Meeting 29-1-'21,

Sri C. Narayana Pillai Avl-, M, A. preseded. Sri T. N. Gopi-
nathan Nayar Avl. B. A. Spoke on “®afl, ®l@aisad, eyavowdnd’’

3. Debate 10-2-121,

With a view to select candidates fér participating in the Intes.
Collegiate Debate for the award of the ‘Sachivothama Shashtyabdapoorthi
Memorial Medal' a debate was conducted. The subject was “@mablstuadho
g BO@Ed BRI aVAWIMe aRowlaesQag.’ Six candidates were chosen and
it may be said to our credit that Mr. George Chacko -who won the prize

~ was one of our candidates-
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4. Debate 23:2-1121.
Sri T.M. Divakaran, Student, Third Year Honours (Hlstory) moved
the proposition that :
“501ce) 0o lendo HalomeImiIw dlemsme. " Sri G. Krishna Warrier
4Class iii) led the opposition and held that ‘English’ is best fitted to bethe

Indian lingua franca. Several students spoke on either side. When put
to vote the motion carried the day. Sri N. Krishna Pillai, M. A. acted as
the speaker. .

5. Extra-Ordinary Meating 9-3-1121 .
Sri C. 1. Gopala Pillai Avl., M, A. (Curator) Sri Chitra Hindu Reli-

gious Library, Trivandrum) deliverad a very interssting lecture on “av320)
@) o190 2106200 Goysoae”,

6. Ordinary Meeting 25-5-1121,

Professor Sri K. Bhaskaran Nair Avl,, M. Sc. (Professor of Zoology,
University College) delivered a lecture on DN@D&“‘-‘“‘“@*’ @ (isms)
sogss mogld,”

7. Ordinary Meeting 16-6-1121,

‘Bri'N. Krishna Pillai Avl,, M. A. (Lecturer in Malayalam) spoke on “@@wwls
2eiwog hallo’’ '

8. Debate 25-6-1121.
In order to sgelect the the best speaker in Malayalam for awarding
a prize in connection with the College Day Celebrations. a debate waa
conducted. The subject was “ailgjegjomuomled auoas)myomcegs minome,”
Mr. M. A. Koshy (Class iif) stood first among. the competitors and was
awarded the orize.

. SANSKRIT
Sanskrit Association1946—'47,
President—Dr. H. Subramonia Iyer, M. A, Ph. D,
Vice-President—Mimamsakaratna Prof. V. A, Ramaswami

Sastri, M. A. & Siromani.
- Secretary—R. Krishnan.

The Inaugural meeting of the above Association was held on 11.1-22
when Dewan Bahadur K. S. Ramaswami Sastri, Retd. Judge, delivered the
inaugural address. : i

Examination Resuits—March ‘46,

B. A. (Hons). R. Sitalakshmi Ammal passed in the first class in the
B. A. (Hons) Examination in Sanskrit. .

: _ 1 1I I %
B. A. (Pass) Part II No. appeared 4 Nil. 1 2 300
B. Sc. (Pass) Part]ll  No Passed 28 § 5 18 100



vii

Research Activities of the Staff.

Prot. V. A Ramaswami Sastri, in his capacity as the Honorary
Director of the University Manuscripts-Library is editing many rare works
in Sanskrit. and Malayalam and in: the year 1121 (1945—46) the Ayurveda
work Yogaratnasamuchaya Part 1II in Sanskrit and Tantra' Samuchaya Part
IIT with Malayalam commentary were published. Besides thess, the Journal
of the University Manuscripts Library (Vols. I & II) has been published. Iry
addition to this, he has contributed the iollowing papers during the year:

1. Sumanoramani—A new commentary .on - Meghasandesa
published in Dr. C K. Raja. Commemoration Voluma 1946,

2. ‘Further light on Samkarsakande’ contributed to Dr. Sidde-
swara Sarma commemoration Volume, Lahcre.

3. Agama as & pramana—contributed to the All Indla Philosophi-
cal Congresg held at Trivandrum.

: ~~ 4. “Mimamsa Suthra Sangrahaa new commentary on Purva-
mimamsa (Published in Mahakavi Sundaresa Sarma Commemoration Vol
Tanjore 1945).

Mr. V. Sankara Iyer, M. A. is continuing his ecritical study of
Maharaja Sri Swati Thirunel’s works. Mr. V- Venkatarama Sarma, Maho-
padhyayas, is editing Janassaya chandoviciti, a rare work in Sanskrit metres
under the auspices of Travancore University. Dr. P. K. Narayana Pillai M. B
Ph. D-, continued his researches in Vedic literature and ancient Malayalam

campus. Mr- A. C. Krishna Warrier continues his resesarch work on
‘Buddhism and Vedanta-’

IV. TAMIL.

Examination Results.

14 Students were sent up for the B. A./B. Sc. degres Exam'in;timf
of March 46 under part Il Temil and all of them passed:-with 3 in the first
class and nine in the second class.-Under Gp. III c., Tamil and Early South‘
Indian History, 4 students-were.sent up. for-the-B. 'A. degree Examination
of March 46 All of them passed w1th one first class and 2 second classes.

Tamil Sangam 1945—46.

= Besides 6 meetings already reported in the last issue of the
Magazine; Mr. P. Chidambaram Pillai -B. A3 B. L., delivered a lecturs ‘on-
24-1-1946. The Valedictory meeting was held on 24-2-46 under the
presidency of Mr- 5. Parthasarathy Iyengar, Inspector General of Police’
when Mr. Bhaskara Thondaiman, M. A.  Special First Class Magistrate
Tinnevelly delivered an address on ths “Beauties of Kamban'’s Poetry. “

V. HINDI =5
Results of the B. A./B. Sc. Degree Exammatmns March 1946,
No, Presented ICL L Il CL Percentage
B. A. -6 Nil 1 e 100%

B. So. o2 3 ierEory S ¢ Ay 100%
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Hindi Vagvardhini Sabha
The present strength of students is 252 as against 160 last year.
Five meetings of the College Hindi Vagvardhini Sabha were held in 1121.
Sri E. G. Thrivikraman Pillai delivered the inaugural addressse A resolu-
tion of condclence on the demise of Dr. Syamsundar Dass, an eminent
Hindi Scholar and educationist was passed at a special meeting convened

for the purpose. :
VI. FRENCH

Stalf:—Mr. C. C. Chalgal left the College. Mr. N. K. Padmanebhan.
French Lecturer, H. H. the Maharaja’s College for Women, Trivandrum
was appointed in his place.

French Association 1946—'47
A French Association has been formed this year in the College.
President: Mr. T. P. Tampy, Head of the French Department-
Vice-President: Mr. N. K. Padmanabhan, French Lecturer.
Hon. Secretary: Mr. T. Zacharia IV Class Student.
~ Asst. Hon. Secrstary: Miss Anandasaradamani IV Class Student.
The inauoural address of the Union was delivered by Mr. H. C.
Papworth, The Pro-Vics-Chancellor, University of Travancore.

Examination Results —March 1946.

Inter B. A, B. Sc.
Appeared © 48 === 85
Passed 40 (84%) 7 (100%) 30 (86%)
Distinctions . 10
First Class 4 6
Second Clasg 2 5
Third Class 1 19

THE PHILOSOPHY DEPARTMENT.

Staff. Mr. A, S. Narayana Pillai reioined the Department in
October 1945 after completing a course of research as a Fellow of the
Department of Experimental Psychology, University of Madras. ‘

Prof. V. Sundararaja Naidu went on leave for four monthe from
June 1946 and Mr. K. Sreedharan Nair was acting in his vacancy as lecturer.

Examination Results—March 1946—B. A.
No. Presented No. Passed I Il III Total Percentage
20 & 0 3 100%
"RESEARCH
Mr. A. S- Narayana Pillai: The Psycholegy of Educational Measure-

ments. Mr, K. Seshadri — The Philosophy of Ramanufa with special
reference to the Sri Bhasyam. oy

Publications
Mr. A. S. Narayana Pillai : : e 3
1. Normative Gestalt : Proceedings - of the 18th Indian

: Philosophical Congress 1943.
2. The Faith of a Fanatic Proceedings of the 19th Indian
Philosophical Congress 1944.
.(in the Press)

The Philosophy Association -1945-46.

~In Auqust, 1945, the inaugural meeting was held. The Principal
presided and Dr- H. C. Lefever delivered the inaugural address-
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3..0-1945. Eztra-ordlnary meeting and send-off party tc Mr, K, S!'ee -
dharan Nair..

27-2-1946. Aunual Socials of the Philosophy Association and send-oii

" o Senior B. A. students.

The Philosephical Congress

»

The 20th. Session of the Indian Philosophical Congress was held
in Trivandrum from the 19th to the 23rd of December, 1945. The members
of the Philosophy Association took part in the congress. The following
papers were read at the Conterence sectional meetings by {he members of
the Staff:—

1. “A Study of Binet's techpique’‘—Mr. A. S. Narayana Pillaj.
2. “Ramanuja’s Exposition of the Iksatyadl‘lkaranum ot the Ve-
danta Sutras” ~K. Seshadri. .
The Philosophy Association 1946- 47

President: Prof. V. Sundaraja Naidu..
Vice-President: Mr. A.S. Narayana Pillai.
Secratary : A. C. Markose.

12.7-1946. Business meeiing of the membersto elect the Office-bearers
for the academic year. :
7-8-1946. Inaugural meeting. The Vice-President presided. Mr. N.
2 Gopala pillai, Principal, Sanskrit College, delivered the in-
augural address.
3-9.1946. Ordinary meeting. -The Vice-President presided. &. Suku-
maran Nair, Class IIl, read a paper on “How does a child be-
come delinquent ?** 3
12-10-1946. Excursion to-Aruvikara (8 30 A. M:). The partv returned at
7 P. M.

18-10-1946. Extra-ordinary meeting and send-off party to Mr; K. Sree-
dharan Nair.

IiIl. Department of History and Economics-

Staff: Prof. V. Rangacharya was granted sick leave for 2 months from
29.10-1121 and extra-ordinary leave in continuation thereof.
Sry- K. Saradamma, Lecturer in History, has gone on leave prepa-

ratory to retirement.

Mr. N. V. Rajkumar, Lecturer in Htstory. resigned his post with
offect from 5-11-1121.

Dr. D. Brlght Singh was appointed as Additional Lecturer and join-
sd duty in Septembr 1946.
_ Mr. Mahommed Hussain Sahib Bahadur was appointed as Reader
in Islamic History and Culture in the College and joined duty on
5.11-1121.
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EXAMINATION RESULTS IN HISTORY

Year M. A. B. A. Honms. B: A. Intermediate.
: - No ap- No pas- No ap- No pas- Noap- No Noap- No
peared sed peared sed veared passed peared passed

11110 11311 111101 1 H
March
1945, 3 =201 5 3. 2 50 =248 104 2 46
March .
1946. 4 123 9 255 59 - 439 47 2-23

Research. Mr, D, Bright Singh who was doing research in the
Department was awarded the Ph. D. degree for his thesis on Travancere
Finance.

HISTORY HONGURS ASSOCIATION 1945-46

President! Prot V. Ranqacharya.

Secratary: Mr. Venkitanarayanan.

Four meetings--were held. The Association also conducted its
annual Social. ' !

HISTORY ASSOCIATION 1945.46

Presideni¢ Prof. V. Narayana Pillai.
Secretary: Mr. N. Kunjukrishnan.

Five meetings were held. There was a social gathering at the
end of the year.

HISTORY HONOURS ASSOCIATION 1946.'47

' President: Prof. V. Narayana Fillai-
Secretary: Mr. Abdul Kadir (Il H)

: A meeting was held on 7-11.1946. Mz. Venkitasubramonia Iyer
spoke on “Student Lite Through the Ages.”

HISTORY ASSOCIATION 1946-'47

President: Prof.. V. Narayana-Pillai.

Seeretary: Mr. Rajagopala Nadar- (CI1, IV).

The inaugural - meeting was held -on" st August 1946. Mr. A,
Gopala Menon, M. A , B- Cem , presided. Prof. V. N. Subramony Iyer
M. A., M, L., deliverad the inaugural addréss: An ordinary meeting of
the Association was held on 12th November when Mr.'P. Ravindranathan

Nair spoke on “Repercussions of the Republican Victory in American
election on International relations”

IV. " THE MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT

. Skt Dr. U, Sivaraman Nair 1&ft the Department on 11-4- 1121
to join as Professor of Statistics in the Research Department.
Mr. M. G. Koshy was appointed Temperory Lecturer in Mathematics.
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2, EXAMINATION RESULTS—March 1946.

_B.Sc. (Hens) and M. Sc. B. Sc. Intermediate.
No. appeared 10 : 47 153
Number passed I 2 5 - 58
in Mathematics I 2 9 63

m 6 24 27
Percentage 100 801 A9

MATHEMATICS ASSOCIATICN
Diary of Meetings—1945 - 46 (Since November 1945)

Date. = Subject. Speaker,
4 -12-45. Higher dimension. Mr. K.S, V. Shenoi, B. Se. (Hons)
12.12-46, Partitions. Mr. N. Narayanan Pillai, 2nd Hons.

8 -1 -46. Analytic Continuation.Dr. V. Ganapathi, M. A., D. Sc.

2 .1 46. The Expanding Universe. Mr. Bashir, 2nd Hons.

30-1 -46, The Origin of Math. Miss. Thankamma Mathew, 2nd Hons,
11.2 .48, Projective»Transiormation Mr P. Padmanabhan, 1st Hons.
14-2 .46. Mortality Tables. Mr. P. Harihara Iyer. B. A. (Hons)’

20-2 -46. Valedictory Meetmg and Socials.

26.1 -46, Excursion to Varkalai and Sivagiri.

1946—'47 President Prof: C. V. Subbarama Iyer, M. A.

Vice-President: Mr. S. Thanu Iyer, M. A.
Secrefaries: Mr, P. Padmanabh, (2nd year Hons).
Mr. K. G. Purushotham, (elass iv).

Date Subject : Speaker

26—7—'46 - Inaugural address

on Ganitha as Yoga. Prof: R Srinivasan, M. A,

27— 8—'46 The Mathamatician in

17—10—'46 Studentship —then .

ordinary intercourse Mr. S. Ramachandzan {1st year Hons).

and now. : Rao Sahib N. N. Iyengar.

Papevr_é and Notes Published
Mr. K. Sankara Pillai. :
1, “An Asymptotic Expansion'” Mathematics Student, Sept. 1945
Mr. S. Parameswaran.

1. A peculiar gap-lilling process Crirrent Seisncas
for powers of (9);, Jan 1946

2. Diagoha] Summation of Numbers - | Bombay University r
_in Arithmetical Progression | Journal Marech 1945

3. On the end digits of Numbers. Lond.. Math. Gazstte 1946, -
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V. PHYSICS DEPARTMENT

1. Staff. Mr. P. K. Krishna Pillai, Second Grade Professor, was
appointed as Special Officer for Educational Reforms and was relieved of
his duties in the Department on 8th Nov, 1946. Mr. P. Mahadevan, M. Sc,
and Mr. V. Ramasubramony, B. Sc. joined the Staff of the Department.

2. Examination Results — March 1946.

M. Sc, B. =Sc. Intermediate.
gpl. gp IL
No. presented S 41 153: = 67,
No. appeared 5: 39 180 - 67.
No. passed CI. [ 2. 14 46 4.
" Classll 3. : G

Class I1I 7 92 40.
Percentage 100. 67 92 65.

3. The Physical Society—1945—46

Besides 12 meetings already noticed for the year, 9 more meetings
Were held under the presidency of Dr. C. S. Venkateswaran.

Date Speaker Subject
5.12.45. Mrs N. Padmavathi Cyclotron.
12.12-45. Mr.E. . Jacob Physics-a Progresive Scence
11-1.46.  P. M. Mathai. ~ Nature of Light-
10-1-45. V. Subramoney Atmospheric Electricity.
24-1.46. Dewan Bahadur Dr. K. R
Ramanathan. Modern Meteorology.

5, 6&7-2- 46 Mr. P. K. Krishna Pillai.  A. C. Generators & Motors.

18-2.46 - Prof- V. Sivaramakrishna Iyer. Physical Bases .

The annual social was celebrated in a very grand way. The enter~
tainments, characterised by good taste and general restraint. were appre-
ciated well. Prizes were awarded to the following:

Essay Compitition: 1st Prize (1) P. Hariharan (2) R. Srinivasan.

S 2nd (1) A. Muhammad Haneefa.

Best speaker Thomas Philip.

The Physics staif Association was at -home to the outgoing students
on 23.2-46. | _ — _
1946—47 :

Dr. C. 8. Venkateswaran, the Ex-officio President of the Socisty,
nominated Mr. A. O, Mathai, M. Sc. as the Vice—President of the Society.
Mesars. V. Baladevan Nair and M. A. Koshy were elected Secretaries from

the M. Sc. and the B. Sc. Classes respectively. ;
Sir C. V. Raman, Kt, F. R. 5., N. L. delivered the inaugural address

of the Society on 22.6.46,
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DIARY OF MEETINGS

D ate. Speaker. Subject.
18-7.46. Mr. A. O, Mathai-, M. Se, Ultrasonics,
-1-8+46. » S, Gopala Menon M. A, - Teaching of Science in
: = Mother tongues
14.8 46. . M. C, Mathai. Sr. M. Sc. Thermionic valves
9.9.46. . E, Js Jacob. Cl=1%: Wireless Transmission.
and Reception.
17-10-46. . Thomas Zacheria  CL 1V. Low Temperatures.
6-11-46. V. Baladevan Nair Jr. M. Sc. Isotopes.

Condolence. On the 2nd July, the society met to condole the un-
timely death of Mr. V.K. Syed Muhammad, Class IV.

Excursions 1. In February 1946, the senior students of the So-
ciety led by the President and Vice.President went on a one-day excursion
to Punalur Paper Mills, Ply-wood factory, Kundara Ceramics and A. D-
Cotion Mills, Quilon. ;

2. On 24-8.46 a party of 30 studentsled hy Mr. P.V. Rama-
swamy Iyer, Lecturer, visited Pechipara dam, Perinchani scheme Salt-pans
at Tha marakulam and the Cape.

3. The M. Sc. studentsled by Mr. A. O. Mathai had an intens.
ive tour to Kodaikanal, Madras, Bangalore, Alwaye and other places.

PHYSICS COLLOQUIM
To encourage discussions at a high level on modern topics a Collo-
quium has been started from the beginning of this year.- Six discussions
are go far held. They are,
Subject. Initiator.

1. Conduction of Elsctricity Mr. M. C. Mathai.
through gases

2. Quantum Theory. ' » M. A, Ganapathi.
3. Mass spectrographs. , C.S. Padmanabhan,
4, Broad-Casting Studio. ., Abraham Muthalali.
5. Thermionijcs. ,s K. Sreedharan Nair,
6. Crystal Structure. ,» K. Krishnan Nair,

A Farewell. The Physical Society was ‘At Homs® to Mr. P. K
Krighna Pillai. on 12th Nov. 1946 and congratulated him on his appoint-
ment as Specisl Officer for Educational Reforms in the State.

Research. Mis. Aleyamma George, M. Sc. and Mr. S. Harihara Iyer

M. Sc. (Fisheries Scheme) joined the Department as research workers.

Mrs. George is investigating the scattering of light by water kept in metallic

vessels and has already obtained interesting results Mr. HariharaIyer is

engaged in the” determination of the conductivity of different poor

conductors. All tha junior members of the Staff are continuing their re-
gearches in their spare time. : =



Xiv

V1. CHEMISTRY DEPARTMENT

Staff. Professor K R. Krishna Iyer, Head of the department,
Tetired from the college on 26.7-46 after a distinguished service ot about
34 years. Dr. A. N. Poti assumed charge a&sthe Head of the Depart-
ment, The Service of Dr P. P. Pillai, lecturer, were lent to the Govt.
of India as Pharmacologist under the Board of Scientific and Industrial
vesearch Dr. K. M. Pandalai extended his leave fof one more year to
work on Anteblohe‘s at the Indian lostitute of Science. Mr. N. S. Varier
left the department to take up service ss senior Chemist in the joint
Fisheries scheme of the Govts. of India and Travancore. Mr. R. Rama-
chandra Iyer has been deputed for higher technical training (Chemical
Engineering) in the U. S. A, In the four vacancies; four of our M. Ses..
Mesgers K. Velappan Nair, S. Narayana Iyer, S. Ananthakmshnan and
P Gopalaraman have been appcinted.

Examination Results-1945-46

Examination No. appeared No. passed .
S i = Iclass 1l - Iil percentage
MSc i 3 e T e 160
B.Sc.llab.c 40 12 8.8 - H25
: . passed in chem. - - distinction
* Intermediate 217 172 - 793% - 31

Research :—The projected Govt. Model Salt Factory has material-
ised and Professor K. R. Krishna 'Iyer has taken charge of it as Chief
Officer. Mr. K. K. Sankunni Nair who was working in this laboratory under
the guidance of Dr. A. N. Poti has been awarded the M. Sc. dsgree by
research and has proceeded for higher technical training (Fuel technology)
in the U. S. A. Mr. K. Ramachandran Nair another résearch student work-
ing under Dr. Poti has éoﬁip}et’ed four papérs, two on fixed oils from new
plant sources and two on their glyceride structure. He is continuing
work on a bitter priniciple end a sterol.. Mr. K. G. Parameswaran Pillai, a
third research student” was making very good progress when he was
snaiched awsy by typhoid. Mr. A, Venkitachalam has conducted-a study
of the psrcentage of lead (Thorium lead) from monozite and its atomic
weight, Due to fall of deménd tor the product, the manufacture of Agar
from seaweeds by Mr, Ittyerah Joseph hes been discontinued. -~ =

CHEMISTRY ASSOCIATION 1946—'47 :
President: Dr. A. Narayanan‘ Poti. Sigecee oo

Vice-President: Mr. K' 3. Madhavan Pilla:. M Sc. 5
Secrefary R. Subramonia Iyer. e

‘Diary of Meetings
Date ~ Speaker = " Subjeet
28 6-'46 Dr. C. O. Karunakaran ~ Applications of'Ghem'ist_ry
, in ‘Medicine’ (Inaugural addrass)
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26:7-'46 Pr. M. 8. Patel; Consult.
ing Chemical Endineer. Basic Chemicals.
6.8-46 Dr. M. Quereshi, Director -

of Research, Osmania %

University. : Ressarch in India & abroad-
On 7-8-'46 the association gavs a farewell o Mr, R. Ramachandra lyér on
tha eve of his dépatture for America. On 9.8-°46 the association arranged
a garden party and meeting to bid tarewell to Professor K. R. Krishna Iyer
on his retirement from service. He was presented with an address and &
casket. On 27-9-'46 and 9-10-°46 the association met and passed condolence
resolutions on the untimely demise of Sry. T. Parukutty Amma (student of
111 class) and Sri. X. G. Parameswaran Pillai, B. Sc. (research student)
respectively.

Vil. THE BOTANY DEPARTMENT

Staff :—Dr: T. K, Koshy, Professor, has been put in additional
charge of the technical programime of work in the Tapioca farm.

Mr. K. Narayana Iyer was appointed as Speclilal Officer for the public-
8tion of a Pharmacognosy in Ayurveda from 18-5-1121,

Mr. Russel Solomon rejoined duty on 18-5-1121. Mr. K. T. George

who was acting in the place ot Mr. Solomon was appointed in the place of
Mr, Narayana Iyer. Mr. A. L. Iyppu joined duty as Demonstrator on11-4-1121-

B. Sc. Examination Results—March 1946.

IV & & B Botany main  Number sppeared 40
Number passed 1stclass 3
26d 5, 20
< B e
Percentage 100%

THE BOTANY ASSOCIATION 1945 —-'46
President: Dr. T. K. Koshy, M. &., Ph. D., F. L. S,
Vice—Presiq?nt:_Mr, K. T. George, M. A,
Secretary: Mr. K. Vnsudevan.r
The Sééond ordinary mdetiig of the association was held on
Wednesday 12th Dec. 1945, with Prof; 1. Srinivasan in the chair, Mzr.
E. M, Joseph, Cl. IIL spoke on “INSECTIVOROUS PLANTS'.

On Tuesday 15th January 1946 an extra-ordinary meeting of the
association was held with Rajyaseva Pravina Dr. K, L. Moudgill presiding.
Dr, Pal, the Imperial Economic Botanist addressed the audience on the
various methods of improving our crops.

On 17th Jan. M. A, L. Iyppu, B, Sc. (Hons,) spoke on “Plant Viruses”,

The students of the Senior B. Sc, Class went on an excursion to
Thenmalai, on 27th Rug. 1945, led by the President and Mr. K. Narayana
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Iyer, After spending three days in the Thenmslai ‘forests, the party
proceeded to Courtallam. After a weeks’ programme they returned to
Trivandrum on the 2nd Sept. 19485. o

The Senior B. Sc. Students vigited the local tapioca farm on 1lth
Jan, 1945 led by the Professor and other statf members

.

Mr. K- Narayana Iyer was “‘at home to the Semor B: Sc. Studen’ts
on 24th Feb. 1946.

The Annual social gathering of the association was " ce‘ebrated on
the 28th Feb. 1946,

194647

A business meeting was held on 2-7-1946 and elecied the iollow-
ing as office bearers.

Ex. officio. President: Dr. T. K. Koshy, M. A,, Ph. D.,F. L. 5.
Vice.President: A. I., Iyppu, B. Sc. (Hons.)
Secretary: Mr. E. M, Joseph.

The inaugural meeting was held on Wednesday 3rd ]uly 1946
with Dr. T. K, Koshy in the chair. Rao Bahadur K. Ramayys, Paddy Spe-
cialist in the Government of India gave the inaugural address: on Plant
Breeding with special reference to Indian crop plants.

An Extra- ordmary meeting of the Association was held on 25th
Tuly, 1946 with the President of the association in the chair. Rao Bahadur,
T, V. Venkiteswara Iyer, Conservator ol the Forests, Travancore, was the
speaker of the evening. He dwelt at length on the ** Regeneration of
{orests of Travancore . The meeting was preceded by refreshments.

The students of the Senior B. Sc. Class went on sn excursion to
Ponmudi on 12th Oct., 1946, led by Mr. Russel Solomon and Mr. K. T.
George, =1

VIIL ZOOLOGY DEPARTMENT.-

1. Staff Mr. Eapen Ittyerah, First Grade Lecturer in the Dept.
passed away after a short illness on 6-1-1946. In the place of Mr. Ittyerah,
Mr. V. Ananthanarayanan, M. A. of the Madras Christian College, Tam-
baram, has beén appointed. He took charge on 17-10-1946:

2. Results. B.Sc. (March 1946) No. ptesented......25

No. passed = *““First Class../00. v -1 (First rank)
Second Clt;ss"#---..:ll t
Third Class ....ssw:c9

Percentage pass 84%
Intérmedfafe (March 1946). Out of 'a total ‘of'B'—Ts‘tuder_l‘ts who
appesred for Group II,26 secured complete passes of ‘which 6 were
placed in the First Class and the rest in the Second Class.
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. 3.THE ZOOLOGY ASSOCIATION

An Extra—ordinary meeting was heldin January 1946 to give expres-
sion to the sense of sorrow at the sad and untimely death of Mr. Eapen
Ittyorah, Vice-President of the Association. The Members of the Botany
As sociation also took patt in the meeting. : g

- Another Extra-ordinary meeting was held in February 1946 at which
a portrait of the late Mr. Ittyerah, presented to the Dept. by the members
of the Association, was unveiled. Dr. H. Subramony lyer performed the
unveiling. Dr. K. S. Padmanabha Aiyer, Retired Professor of Zoology, and
a number of students spoke on the occasion,

The valedictory address was delivered by Dr. C. C. John, Professor
of Marine Biology and Fisheries.

A numbev of ordinary meetings was also held during the academic
yvear 1945-46. :

The inaugural meeting of the association this year (1946.47) was
held in August. Prof E. T. Thomas presided. Dr. C. C. John spoke on the
Contribution of Zoology to the history of Kerala

4. Excursion. The students of class IV want out on a study tour
to Kovalam in February 1946. The senior batch of students under-took a
four-day study tour to Cape Comorin and Pechippara in October this
year,

5, Research Activities. All the members of the staff of the dept'_
made considerable progress in the research work they have been pursuing
Messrs K:'Bhaskaran Nair (D. Sc. Madras!, K. Karunakaran Nayar (Ph.D.
Travancore) and B. Paramaswara Aiyar (M. Sc. Travancore) have submitted
theses embodying the results of their investigations for the degrees noted
against their names in August and May this year. :

Four papers have been communicated to the Zoology section of the
Indian Science Congress which will be held in January '47.

(1) Cleavage in Ceridina lasvis by K. Bhaskaran Nair.

(2) Feeding mechanism in the advanced embryos of the
scorpion, Palaemnaeus scaber by A. P, Mathew.

(3) Thysanopterocecidia and Lepidopterocecidia from Travan-
core by K. Karunakaran Nayar.

(4) Secondary sexual characters of Palaemon idae by R.
Parameswara Aiyar,
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IX, DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION 1945—46.

- Working: Compulsory Physical Instruction classes were conducted
on four working days-in the week, Mondays being utilised for Visual Eduea-
tion. Strength of the Class coming up for participation has swelled up consi-
derably. On the other hand a major portion of the existing. play-lields
were taken away for erecting new buildings. Consgequently the progress
of the activilies was severely handicapped for want of adequate fum-
hties and recexved the severest check

i Thl,s yeat we wete: unfortunatethroughout having lost Foot Ball, Bas+

‘kei BaIl and Cricket in - the - Intetzone . finals. =~ We had: good
o hopaa in Cricket and Basket ‘Ball. The only explanahon for our defeatin:
=% Fhe“Berskgt ‘Bah - imals was the  overwhelming * advantnges of the
= appe’!nte side. With régard to cricket, we played under protest as the con»

digzeag of the, plaqu pitch and ground were not in.coniormily . with the-

= = _rules and, regula’nons of the same. We regret that ’umely enqui:y had pgt
S '.been condu"ted into the matter.

» T

Tﬁough theza was lack of good afhlehc talent we vmn m;n¥ ﬂuﬂ

] plac'e*s and sécond places both at. the Sri. Chltra and Inter- Colleqiate sports,

In Tennla we won both the smqles and doubles’ Champtionships. °
Jn the Athletic events for:women we won Badmmmn, Tennikon and -

: rTepn;s Chmg;ionshxps. e = = meas s

t: ¢ tintericlass t'l"éurnaments were aonducted in all the major games and
sports both for Iumors and Seniors. Trophies and Certlficute& of ment wereé

T‘Obn won - the
]pmo; Champion-sth Dﬂlé MiSS Thomas “‘911 the Lngl!gs Gﬁampiqrgahip

"grize e

TS S
elegs v der e




. Winners of Medals and Prizes—1946 .

= Name of Medal or Prize aEgr .

: ’Bny]e \/Iemou,al Prize
Harvey Memorial Prize
Ganapa th1 Pillai Memorlal
= Prize
Sulapam Warrier Prize
_ ELabouchardlere Memorial
2 Prize
K Ve Natesa lyer 1\/Iedal

: Ross Gold Medal:"
'-Amrrukutty Ra]agopalacham
= _Medal
Mahadeva I'yer Good Conduct
- '~ ‘Medal
R S Lepper Memonal Gold
: i . 1ledal
‘Sankuani Menon Dewan
Peishkar’s Gold Medal

Raw Varina \Iemonal Gold
Medal

The Meenakshi Amma Medal

The Mankompu Aundy Iyer

qud Medq;]

Udrasuomom o, ‘Pad'nanabha
Rao Gold Medal

N. Krishnaswami Iyer |
- Memorial Medal
Chandraseharan medal
for Elocution

*. . Nante of Winner

Miss Annama Mathew .
P. Hariharan, B. Sc.

Vincent E. Murthi-Pillai

- Madhavan Piliai :

\!Ilss Yool Annamma =

Se Krishnan kutty Nair,’B. Se.#
i = gHons)

T. M. vaak‘amny B A A Hoas.)-'
Sry. K ]anaklkutngmﬁa,l‘}f A
P Harlharnn B. Sc. e

T. M. vaakaran B A (H@ns}

: Ne Gopa akrlshnan Unmthan, .

B, A, (Honsw) '~i .

* Austin Pereita
Sl‘y -B. Kasturi Bai

- Sry. R Seetha LakshmlAmmal.;

B. A. (Hons)

= M,rDbi'va'karan,' B. A'._(I-qus)

K. Ganesa Das, B. Sc.

it

=5 Venkataramanan, Senior Intes.

class...



Distinctions in the Uniﬁeréi_ty Examinations

March of 1946 .

The following S tudents secured the First ranks

in the subjects mentioned against each.

Exam. Subject - Name
M. A. History Janakikutty Amma, K.
B. A.(Hons.) = Divakaran, T. M.
= English Annamma, V. L.
= Sanskrit Sithalakshmi Ammal
s Malayalam Parameswara Nadar, P,
B. A. Part Il French Bala Louisa :
= Hindi Sethukutti Amma, P.
5 Tamil Madhavan Pillai, A.
Part Il Philosophy Austin Pereira
= Tamil Madhavan Pillai, A.
M. Sec. Physics Mathai, P. M.

= Chemistry Velappan Nair, K.
B- Sc. (Hons.) Mathematics Krishnankutty Nair, S.
B. Sc.Part I English  P. Hariharan

Part 1] Sanskrit T. Sankaranarayana Ayyar
5 French P. Hariharan
“LEs8 Hindi P, Desika Ayyangar
= Tamil Aiyyaswamy Nadar, A,
Part IIl Mathematics Cecil, C. S. 7
= Physics P. Hariharan
" Chemistry Ganesa Das
s 1V.) Botany Chandrasekhara Pillai, P. N.
=~ 1 . Prasanna Varma, R. :

Va) Zoology Kochuraman, P- }
Parukatti amma.

» Vw ,  Dorothy Rebecca Joshua

Class
Ist
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

—
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Old Boys' Corner

1. Mr, P. Satagopan, B. A. (Hons.) has been selected for
the Indian Audit and Accounts service (1945).

2. Mr, C, Subramoney, B. Sc. (Hons.) has been selected
for the India Audit and Accounts service (1945).

3. RajyasevaPravina Dr. K. P. P. Menon has been
awarded the degree of Doctor of science (Honry.) by the Travan-
core University.

4., Mr. R. Raghu Prasad, M. Sc. an Old Boy of the
Zoology Dept. has been deputed to the Stanford University,
California, by the Govt. of India for advanced training in
Fisheries.

r =
IN MEMORIUM

We record with great sorrow, the sad demise due to §
typhoid of Vidwan K. N. Parameswara Panickar, M. A.,
R. B. Visarod, Lecturer in. Hindi and a member of the Edito-
rial Board of the Magazine, on 2nd January 1947. Mr. Panickar
was only thirty-two years old at the time of his death. He"
joined the staff of the University College on 18-2-1116
M. E. asa part-time Lecturer and was made full-time
Lecturer on 26-10-1117 M., E, During the short period of
his service he endeared himself to the staff and the students
of the College by his gentle modesty and sweet simplicity,
His premature death is indeed a great loss to the College
and to the cause of Hindi in particular,
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“ The innocent sleep,
Sleep that knits up the ravell’d sleave of care
The death of each days life, Sore labour’s bath

Balm of hurt minds, great nature’s second course,
Chief nourisher in life's feast.”
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