TOCHIN

INFORMATION

MARCH—APRIL




RURAL CHERAI

“COCHIN” sl

“COCHIN?” is a profusely illustrated and superbly got up _
_publication graphically describing Cochin’s varied and various war |
“efforts, her distinctive culture and civilisation, her arts and crafts,

her customs and manners, her notable advance in industries and ; ’ :
agriculture, her striking progress in education and other fascinating '
features and interesting developments. .

“COCHIN " describes in about 400 and odd -pictures the full i
_ story of Cochin’s magnificent war achievements, ‘the manner in which - i
she placed her resources in men and material at the disposal of the
Allied Nations to fight the forces of evil. ; 03 :

“COCHIN” is a publication which everybodyshould possess,

“ COCHIN'* “can. be had from The Director of Publicity, I
ulam and from the Information Officer.  Price Rs. 2. |

~ “COCHIN »—Further. etalls can be had from
v - The Information Officer,
Government of Cochin,
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PROCLAIMED MAHARAJA OF COCHIN

* H. H. Sree Kerala Varma, Maharaja of Cochin

'W'ITH great solemnity and ceremony,
m the time honoured traditional

manner His Highness Sri Kerala
Varma was proclaimed Maharaja of Cochin
and installed on the ancient gadi of
Cochin by the Resident for the Madras
States in the presence of the senior
members of the Cochin Ruling Family;
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Sir George Boag, Diwan of Cochin, high
State Officials, Military Officers and
leading non-officials of the State zi'the
Installation Darbar held at Ernakulam on
the 21st March.

The following Proclamation was read

by the Resident:




The Diwan, The Elaya Raja and the Minister
(left to right) waiting for the arrival
of H. H. The Maharaja
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H. H. The Maharaja escorting Lieut. Col. A. A.
Russel, Resident, to the Darbar Hall

Arrival of Sir George Boag, Diwan



H. H. The Maharaja and the Diwan

W hereas His Highness Sri Ravi Varma,

the late Maharaja of Cochin, departed
this life at Trippunittura on the 3lst
January 1946, corresponding to the I8th
Makaram 1121 M.E., his next cousin, the
Elaya Raja, Kerala Varma, who has been
recognised by His Excellency the Viceroy
on behalf of His Imperial Majesty the
King Emperor as lawful = heir and
successor, 1is accordingly proclaimed
Maharaja of Cochin and the inhabitants
of Cochin are hereby directed to
acknowledge and obey him as the Maha-
raja and Ruler of the State.

In reply to the felicitations and good
wishes offered by the Resident Lt. Col.
A. A. Russel, His-Highness the Maharaja
made the following reply:

Cl—la

Mr. Resident,

I am grateful for the kind message of
congratulations and good wishes which
you have conveyed to me on this occasion
on behalf H. E. The Crown Representa-
tive.  Please convey my Ssincere and
heartfelt thanks to His Excellency.

I take this opportunity of expressing to
His Excellency my devotion and loyalty
to His Majesty the King Emperor.

. I have been called to this ancient gadi
at a critical time in the history of this

“country and of the world. The war has

tended in complete victory over His

:;gs‘Majesty’s enemies; but it has left in its

.‘f'-i‘raina number of social, economic and
~ political difficulties which so far as they

affect my State I shall try my best to
surmount.  Not the least of our diffit
culties is in respect of food supplies; bu-
with the continued co-operation of my

The Resident's arrival. (fr'ol.n left to right—The Dlmo
The Elaya Raja and the Minister) L
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Lieut. Col. A. A. Russel, Resident, reading the Proclamation. Behind His Highness are Mr. P. D.
Nandana Menon, Sarvadhikariakar and Major Mannadiyar A.D.C.

subjects and assistance from other parts
of India, I am confident that we shall

meet them successfully.

Anxious to associate my subjects more
closely with the Government of the State
I have decided to appoint a second
Minister and to transfer more depart-
ments of State to the administration of a
representative of the people. Details of
these constitutional reforms are being
announced separately today. I also hope,

as soon as the Franchise Committee now
at work has completed its labours, to be
able to announce a liberal extension of
the present franchise.

Once more I thank you for your kind
message of good wishes and congratula-
tions.

After His Highness the ‘Maharaja’s
speech a Malayalam translation of the
proclamation was read to the Cochin State

Forces and to the thousands of His

R UL L.
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Arrival of H. H. The Elaya Raja (back) and the First Prince (front) in the Durbar Hall

Rama Varmha Tampuran, Chief Secretary to Government, reading the :
Proclamation in Malayalam in front of the Durbar Hall, (Left to right—Mr. N. N.

Iyengar, Assistant Resident and the Diwan)
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Highness' subjects who had assembled in
the spacious and artistically decorated
lawns of the Darbar Hall by Rama Varmha
Tampuran, M.B.E., Chief Secretary to
€ overninent. .on behalf  of Sir George
Boag, Diwan of Cochin.

The Resident taking leave
of His Highness in the
Darbar Hall

The announcement by His Highness of
the constitutional reforms briefly referred
to in His Highness’ reply to the felicita-
tions of the Resident was published in a
Gazette Extraordinary immediately after
the Darbar. It is published separately on
another page.

H. H. the Maharaja’s arrival at
the Bolghatty Residency to
meet the Resident
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Lieut. Col. A. A. Russel, Resident for the Madras States
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H. H. The Eﬁya Raja of Cochin
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iNSTALLATION ANNOUNCEMENTS

I have watched with interest and care
the working of the Government of Cochin
Act and have followed closely the deli-
berations of the Legislative Council on
the working of the Transferred Depart-
ments under the administration of the

“0T has always been against the traditions
of my House to exercise power with-
out restraint and in making the present

announcement | am only declaring once

more the avowed policy of the Cochin

Ruling House in this matter. This State

along with the rest of India is passing

through the difficulties of the post-war
period and [ believe that provision to
associate my people to a greater extent
than before in the administration of the

State will help me and my Government

to pass through these difficult days with

greater ease,’ announced Sri Kerala

Varma, Maharaja of Cochin, on the In-

stallation Day. The full text of the

announcement 1s given below.

At the Installation Durbar, this after-
noon, | announced briefly my decision to
appoint a second Minister and to transfer
more Departments of State to the admi-
nistration of the representatives of the
people.

Working of the Government
of Cochin Act

The Cochin State Legislative Council
was maugurated in 1925 and since then
from time to time both in the constitution
and in the powers of the Council changes
have been mntroduced to meet more fully
the aspirations and wishes of my people.
In Jure 1938 my illustrious predecessor,

His Highness Sri Sir Rama Varma,

G.C.LLE, LL.D., was pleased to pro- -

mulgate the Government of Cochin Act
and appoint for the first time the Minister
for Rural Development, transferring to his
care the Departments of Public Health,
Panchayats, Co-operation, Agriculture,

Ayurvedam, Uplift of the Depressed Class-

es and Developmentof CottageIndustries,
Since then Fisheries, Rural Libraries,
Land Mortgage Bank, Trade Schools,
Village Courts and Vagrancy have also
been placed in the hands of the Minister.

CI-3
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Minister. I am satisfied that the Act has
been worked successfully; the prayer of
my illustrious predecessor that “the people
of this State may be given the wisdom to
shoulder their responsibilities under the
Act in a worthy manner”” has been fully
granted.

My Government have been always
sympathetic to the representations made
by my people both in and outside the
Legislative Council asking for the oppor-
tunity to shoulder in a larger measure the
responsibility of the administration of the
State, and they have more than once re-
corded their desire to extend the scope
of the present Government of Cochin Act
and make it possible for more Depart-
ments to be brought under the charge of
elected representatives of the people.

Appointment of second Minis:er

I now consider that to give practical
effect to the wishes of my people, it is
appropriate to appoint one more Minister.
Besides the Departments now under the
care of the Minister, I propose to trans-
fer to one or the other of the two
Ministers the following Departments.—-

(1) Municipalities

(2) Medical

(3) Labour

(4) Registration
and (5) Anchal
It 1s my hope that ere long it will be pos-
sible also to transfer the entire Education
Department.

Cabinet system

Along with these changes it is also my
desire to introduce a system of joint
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His Highness announcing the constitutional reforms at the Installation Durbar




































































































